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THE SENATE. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST of the Senators of the Dominion of Canada, 
Fourth Session of the First Parliament, 1871. The Honour: able 
JOSEPH EDOUARD Peay Speaker. 


~ 


Senators. Post Office Address. 


———_————— | 


The Honourable 


Wks James Con As. Viel... Richview. 
Allan, George William..........0...06 Toronto. 
Anderson Jonm Aven), estos a. Halifax. 
Archibald, Thomas D......5.k0.0 0 s.. Sydney, C. B. 
AFUHANG, FOSCONSE Vice cust hve dates. | Riviere-des-Prairies. 
Benson, James Rae....... ALA te eas St. Catharines, Ontario. 
ee sont oes beetipy uli. King’s County. 
RO MOVER Menges i 2 os feo cate Te Waterford, Ontario. 
Botsford, Amos Edward........6.0...05: Westcock, Westmoreland. 
Bourtnot, John......... «. Meosst shawn. | Sydney. 
Bureau, Jacques Olivier...cccccce cece | Montreal. 
Burnham, Asa Allworth.....0.cc0000005- _ Cobourg. 
Campbell Alexander......... Naked Ripe ae _ Kingston. 
OM TeNONIOSEDN. Ls 8500.55 se BRL eT Quebec. 
Chaffers, William Henry Ree Rac. St. Césaire. 
Chapats, Jean Charles.......0.0 cceeeeee | St. Denis, Kamouraska. 
Christiepddnind on A ss ahs | Paris, Ontario. 
Cormier, Charles... Mey. eh _ Plessisville. 

at UCT IE TAMIES, (sic bs. CoOL Ce 08 St. John, N. B. 
ein ROvRTE D....../cappiode dla: Amherst. 
Dickson, Walter Hamilton............ Niagara. 
Duchesnay, A. Jucheredu,...ccccccceee- Ste. “Catherines, Fossambault. 
Duchesnay, Elzéar Hest ee eliise. Ste. Marie, Beauce. 
Dumouchel, Léandre..cccccccccsccccceess Ste. Thérése de Blainville. 
Peers SONI... 521020) eee setalae al oh. Bathurst. 
Perr WANES, ... . <cIMBEV Aaa tows es oss Montreal. 
PORE RUPIT ELON G2). s sivs'ss.cs todas cared PONDal Goss | Belleville. 
Foster, PET oles canis CRISES es Waterloo. 
Glasier, ORI t ee ay odes. Sunbury, N. B 
Guévremont, Jean Baptiste........0- Sorel. 7 
PT MURIION FONT... 1.00. sUade scores bees | Kingston. 

OTS UO So Hawkesbury. 
Hazen, Robert Leonard....... sscceees St. John, N. B. 
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Senators. Senators. 
The Honourable Sia 
BT HIS UL UIL cy ios kins code bie 6 9 # baie ees Pictou. 
CRY TLOWAN As... noxsoeees Pacers eee ie Halifax. — 
COS IOUS een. Salas SENN: wven..«| Boucheryille: 
ACHAT MEET wrk cas raaistee te bones EN OH POV ae: 
We PLUS ths. cy ces ose eoeen eee te Monireal. | 
DLetetlier de wt. Just, LUc:. ic dacceg ges Riviére-Ouelle. Lewatod 
Pee EMD setae Mies wong coo so ego Shelburne. eT 
Macpherson, David Lewis.......1 0.165. Toronto. 
Macfarlane, Alexander.......... hey ae Wallace, N.S. 
McClelan, Abner Reid......... mpgs tae Hopewell, Albert County. 
McCrae, Walter... .......0..004-++--»-| Chatham, Ontario; | 
Me Donald, Dondldincct Veeco Toronto. | so) 
MeLelan, Archibald (Wowie. Londonderry, N.S. 
Meister, WRAL GNIAR de ee Toronto. 
Elathiot, Charles..,.......: OTH Ce: Point-du-Lac. 
Matheson, Roderick...... ey parent vee Perth. 
IGELOT., | VU UCU iki Pd BEEN oe Halifax. 
CLUS IID UL i n« card ea ye alae ea Hamilton. 
MMrtchell, Peper: caraces sce: Bae ah gO aa Newcastle, Miramichi. 
Northup, Jeremiah ice SI. . | Halifax: e 
Odell, William Hunter......... POMPE Fredericton. WOT 
CPE ER LOWUE SA... 2i55h vod ce eee Berthier. ny 
Price. amd Edward: eta ee. Chicoutimi. 
ELSON, LINDT. vi cetec lee eet ae Markham. 
ERMOAG LOUIS... « hth MOTOR ......| Ste. Martine, Chateauguay. 
PAGDEF TSO. LONI: sme nccs Ree Ut St. John, N. B. 
TRIER ON oo ieee act HEN Lehre Markabets Toronto. 
Fyn, THOMAS... dace. ie eT eeet aT fs Montreal. 
Sanborn, John Sewall.......6.0.c00..00. Sherbrooke. 
Seymour, Benjamin... .cccccccceccevcee Port Hope. 
PRE. J GIGS os th ih eRe | Smith’s Falls. 
Stmmpson, MOH Hs Lt ts peudeottbe innit vaahirs . Bowmanville. i 
ROOM I GOIGS cn icaaeh «etree es Ottawa. ‘ 
Sleeves, William Henry....... dea uk bee atte a) EEL: | ee | a 
Tessier, Ulrich Joseph......... WEAR, Quebec. 952) 
DF PR MABE 0 icns vo os Ces de ata .-| Richibucto.... 
Wilmot, Robert Duncan’. ieee Belmont, Sunbury. O30 Mil 
Witson; Chartes, ...../...i.ccceanke ty 7a Montivak ‘LS baeeik 
2b _ 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Spealer—The Hon, JAMES CocknuRN, Clerk—W. B. Linpsay, Hsq. 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 


| | rues; 
Constituencies. Members. | Post Office Address. 
Addington. Veer au ek Met iiale « James N. Lapum.. 000... INapanee. 
PRINS le oc G oo, 8s as! W. M. Simpson.............\Saualt Ste. Marie. 
PROC WO i ee ade, PED EIT IEC LES Osh sins case os .|Bothwell. 
BRST ING ieee, gis dt deve Down, MM Dae... ‘Brantford. 

CLR co AY Ae ee he TAG Le. EW O00. pac cont | ii 
Brockville, Town A Ya OS AC RIVUTOT On) cde s or on Brockville. 
Bruce, N. Ba ea DE Gln ODIUOUET ard tts: walt Southampton. 

Sy ayy ee dant Francis Hurdon ........... Kincardine. 
OF 6 C1 Se ae ae nee dig LEW ERISO Thee. 5 5 vind 5 ‘Cookstown. 
Carleton ....°. Bea tex WIROMIOS Ts eco Che sheets, Bell’s Corners. 
Cornwall, Town......... Hon. J. 8. Macdonald......\Cornwall. 
TPG snes. aes eho} NY NTS 7 NN Rt aaa ane 'Troquois. 
[Shang ve bre Mi SiG : deepen ae F HI. Burton.. eo Peri Lope: 

TER 24: tase I ARPURE be diy poaene y csties | oronto. 
Elgin, LA OR al ATE IODUIOGL (sata ais ess os Staffordville 

We eect Ree tl, Munroe. ... +6. a....|Wardsville. 
PUSROR Pel he veh vid wy BP nk JG OMREON oe 1, sane ce vcueaaen fh Windsor. 
PLONIBWGG 2o 7). c; acter RE EOU.T Chess iax coe uy Kingston. 
Joe S20 a aR PEAT OCU ONGC aan rahe tne Alexandria. 
Grenville, 8: B...:....:, Walter Shanly....cccc0 00.05. Montreal. 
Grey, N. R...... Mvesenae IFO EO MUI EY, vs socane sid - +e _ {Owen Sound. 

eae ee | (a a ee FEO RAICSON i atae, case tas Jentinck, 
Haldimand... .....4<i4 DA TAORERSD Rita a wag bass. «s Indiana. 
TAGGIN tic teatake un 2hd eae LR SE RR eID Milton. 
Tlamaton, City os ya. i By IES IEG ST, «ove ioe esse Hamilton. 
Hastings, 120 «A We Beneie | BOW ell... 0.04. Belleville. 
| ee aaa OMIA HALE vas ertess s vn.es wnces se Y 
° a A eee JAMES BLOWN... 000.005 00s). - 
HaronaN. R....... sf hes [Joseph Whitehead........... Clinton. 

Ua SRS |. CII TON: 6a ces vses veces Goderich. 
(O07 NSS A Rufus Stephenson.........- Chatham. 
Kingston, City....... ....|Hon. Sir J. A. Macdon- 

17S LORS a RRO EE Ottawa. 
MADE DEOT. «oss caren tee bee Alex. Mackenzie......+..+ Sarnia. 
RUBIN, ...¢-s0daes .|Hon, W. Mc Dougall....... Ottawa. 

SOLES P| RS AEE TOT TUS sca. ona ovvanegaey Perth. 
Leeds & Grenville, N. 

TT Rovececcescccscccocscoees| Francis JOnes........+ oss--.Jemptville, 
Leeds, 8S. R ...... ho he Crawford... 5 Grtenair Toronto. 
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Constituenctes. | Members. Post Office Address. 
Saas 3 ae 
Lonnox;.....deeiual. LB. ad, Conte rte WL, «ears Kingston. 
hannoln .uditlewd.ie T B. Merrtéssiaod Ge... St. Catherines. 
London, City sai wel, Hon. John Carling......-+. London. 
Middlesex, NetRigc.268. Thos. Scatcherdasiweks. a 

i Bi eedicnt) Crowell, .Wilisomsccaen..-\. b 

s Wirt )..4 A. P. Macdonald..........+. Glencoe. 
Monek.. niacin). 228 | Li. MeCallunaesaeoses ‘Stromness. 
Niagara, Town.......... Angus Morrison,....... 000s Toronto. 
Norfolk, Nidhodeebi. ae |A. Bice Wie Ce Simcoe. 

Sco bwtemd att [Po Lawson Gs leas Port Dover. 
Northumberland, E.R. Joseph Heeler............00- Colborne. 

i WR) Bon, Js Cockbuin.. asks. Cobourg. 
Ontario, NRaiuici J. H.. Thompson a Aas Cannington. 
S: Reason’ | Chos.. WV. Gibbs A. Oshawa. 

Ottawa, City (can nate. Jos MiCurrier 5. 2h aot Ottawa. | 
CPO DUN ks oaeibe. VT Olver 5. ee Woodstock, 
BS) Rader soe | EV... Bodwell:s wate Sak Ingersoll. 

Peele eile epee Hon. J. H. Cameron......../ Toronto. 

Perth, Nuh. igow.aa dl. J. Redford sh... dudes tee Siratiord. 
5 NGS Se Rides chen cesa ch LR... Macfarlane. went dM 

Peterboro’, E. R......... LP... M,.GroversS . avceaty cohen 

ss MraRetk. ate Chas. Pett gsi rhe Peterboro’. 
Prescott ...502 seeded, | Albert, Hag ar scssvocd. «cae ie Plantagenet. 
Prince Edward......... Walter, Rasssiok Sack Picton. 
Renfrew, N. R....... Hon. Sir F. Hincks........ Ottawa, 

Si Ratawats cl. J. Ls\Maedougdll. 4. ist: 

Rhseéllsh drome fe J. AL GirdntydhsDs&.. WA. ae Ottawa 
mim coe. dN Ries atv sand ZED MeGonkéy i505 oak Barrie. 
JAB Sais eel va: SPEER ES WC ites. Sane. 8 Allendale. 
tormont or. .oacants Samuel Ault xe Ae. cs. WY Aultsville. 
Toronto, Hy... ansdiieh LaRVES CD CGLY c.uxsBhlsginek« Toronto 
VIS Wel eee tee WR. 3A RSA oak eo. ratte? 
Victoria, Nii Rucsaccl. John Morison eii..vecses es Woodville, 

Bn = aa tates cs Chu «acters Ce Kempt... sakedathauls Lindsay. 
Waterloo, Ni Riynio MID BE Bowens, Os Noel. 

A S. Eoecloitinn VQUH ES, ono hava J. Galt, 
Welland .. hb bat B Streets. |. Chippewa, 
Wellington, N. oh te LGA ME WD ideiaes)..29% i veal: 'Elora. 

ER ae o's | DeSeay ibe... Aket. ath. Guelph. 

‘ Fee te | LS: OSS sen he Cumnock. 
Wentworth, N. R....... 7: Me Mi anabins wats. shave: Waterdown. 
.; So Bitscsah Joseph Ry mal. setae). cwnd. Barton. 

work, HURL shecwad. James Metcalf ..icccccticsese Toronto. 
es N.R aby oath. James P: Wells ica, ek. King, 
Pts WY c: Wiens nS ota hapenios Amos Wright....... severe | Richmondville 
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 
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Post Office Address. 


Montreal. 

St. Rosalie. 
Quebec. 
‘Beauharnois, 
Quebec. 

St. Cuthbert. 
New Carlisle. 
‘Knowlton. 


Malbaie. 
Montreal. 
Chicoutimi. 
Cookshire. 
Quebec. 


Pierreville. 
Quebec. 
Montreal. 
Hemmingford. 
Iberville. 

Ste. Genevieve. 
Joliette. 
Quebec. 
Laprairie. 

L’ Assomption. 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Levis 

L’ Islet. 
Quebec. 

St. Léon. 
Quebec. 
Cowansville. 
St. Julienne. 
Montmagny. 
Quebec. 


Montreal. 


~ Constituencies. Members. 
Argenteuil ..660 4.000... Hon. J. F.C: Abbott........ 
Bagot eA a BIS. Gendron NSN. 
Beauce soc ..00. HORM G Ge EE POLAR AY. 
Besuharoise.... 0.00 EN CONC Y PAO AN, 
Bellechasse............. ew Mourngene yal May), 
Berthier ..... 29883. Ai AP aawuebss Ra oben 
Bonaventure............. EE ECOOTLATLENE INS, SIGE ch: 
Brome. . i253). 4@agi7to,.. Hon. (.. Dunkine, 02 2850.. 
UObambly iia oong, Bi BERG SO, As 
Champlain. sui. 3. Hou dd. Rossyeennyns:.5). 
Gharlevoix) oso Ski CUNORIIION.. Mavis 
Chateauguay....J. 0.2... Hon. L. H. Holton....... 
Chicoutimi&Saguenay|P. A. Tremblay.............4: 
Conppton'!).. URAL: Dy EL Popes Ao Asse 
Dorchester is) -AWI Hon. H. L. Langevin, C.B. 
Drummond & Artha- 

Paska MH WsOFIa Bill Lo Ah  DOMCCOTE NIK Aha uve 
raepese..) Lic) OO Fd Pas FORM. NAG ce 
)Hochelaga,..i0 oii Fon, A, As: Dorton sis ved. 
Bantine don, Hue iii ... Fe SECU PUNO 
Therville 2oImOw0.4 Francois Bechard........... 
Jac, CartleRRigeigss .. Gt. Ga Gauchervi esd vccesces 
Joliette .. JA kw SA Fe GOAL OA NTS 
Kamouraska ....8 000004 CAP, Pelletier woes. 
aprairie 22.0 /.800)001 A. Pinsonneault....0.. sss. 
L’Assomption . .......... Hon. L. Archambault...... 
MBV Alcs is.s ccege ste l ete betHT | BEVevOSe VWs) att. 5X. 
MGOVIS. sos ys tes te caret Hae Hon,. J. G; Blanchet..,.... 
Plaletey. ys. cee 1 SON ae CUTE, Spec: hs RD Re 
[Lothiniere }.cs2tluA PEC OLY ie ee Ne 
Maskinonge.............. GRCarOn: 2211 RO A. 
BURN DLS SUG chains 35 an. Hon. Geo. Irvine... ......... 
Missisg uo VOY. Gea Bibakere i. ae). 
Montcalm...» Yi02 2d. ioe .osresme. a 5M 93. .oet 
Montmagny.iiiii..'s..44 Hon. J..O. Beaubien....... 
Montmorency............ Pe ENERUTS Senck ss EMASLSL, we 
Montreal Centre........ Thos. Workman.......0.0+06 

feast. fs thie Hon. Sir George E. Car- 
POR PAIATE 6.0 ITS othe 

- Westy........ 7 ONS 07 eee ee 
Napierville.i.iw..... 0. ‘State Coupal....csecccccceee ;. 
MICOIOL. 3). cso etA, Foe ate audet iH 35, Gok 
Ditawa Co.....2Watis AgaV as Sit OOS. CS | 
BTALIMS WN cass pice ld BOLO S CHI 52) pee eee CED 
Portneuf.i faite wwe. J. Broussedu.,...++. aeieers | 
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HLacolle. 


Gentille. 
Ironside, Hull. 
Portage du Fort. 


Quebec. 
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.—Con. 
Di kien oN GREE icomC cr 0. are ee 

Constituencies. Members. Post Office Address. 
Quebec Centre.......... G, H. Simard 2... .ya--\bh ‘Quebec. 

" Egatsiouwiicsd:. |Adolphe Tourangeau....... fe 

of W estyapsinsH!- |Hon. T. McGreevy......+.. « 

“6 Cou tyes) - | “6 OP. SI. OrChauveau... a 
Richmond & Wolfe.:...W. H. Webbd...........45.. Melbourne. 
Richelieu..:..cadeastt. JL, Bar ties atte BEE. hse: Sorel. 
Rimouskl.. oxedavs+)- Geo. Sylvaties...vs.creeiver .| Bic. | 
Rouville .a..seetsiehtt. GC Chevalva Gs sea St. Hilaire. 

St: Hyacinthe,...;...4.. Louis Delorme....... g- tera. St. Hyacinthe. 
BES OMNB ees Soria shee FE. Bourdssier K8t wee Lacadie. 
St. Maurice..igedelfi.. Dro  LOcerte voy oR: -Yamachiche. 
Shefford. .sjiieweie'st. Hon. L. S. Huntington..... Waterloo 
Sherbrooke ...sss.edds.. Hon. Ai. Ei Gals, ae. ede. Sherbrooke. 
Soulan gesannh Gr ape 6-U's.. LL, HL, Mlasson.aityo 00h «ote; Coteau Landing. | 
Stanstead... foecrosnst:. Chas. Colbyon Wiig Stanstead. 
Temiscouata .........05. Chas. A. Bertrand........... Isle Verte. 
Terrebonne lod’. LL. FF’. RR. Masso, inn ct: Terrebonne... 
Three Riverssn.i. . es. Alex, Me Dougiglla: ineities- Three Rivers. . 
Two Mountains....... J.B, DAO Usb iee' Nerd atnce ts .. (St. Hustache. 
AU ROTID haa sheieq3s fae ce Di McMillan nee Rigaud. 
PLOTEMOTOR. ; 52545 cian ensvs FE, Ceog Mon we wy sven doses Vercheres. 
Waaskaecnell cake. NM01SC OTL OF sae trea St. David. 
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Albert ....deatino...;. Jona WaUaeO cs. ase sonckaee Hillsboro’. 
ATIBUON fcc akcad ate Tron GC, GOnNGU 3s in. Woodstock. 
RAO LOUIS js cEsk work veh JON TIOMLOIS 5 ta. Sie oe, ree St. Stephen. 
PIOTOORTET . id. ctr na Hon. T, Ani ligns (stent St. John. 
LAPSES 0G Saal NRA arte = OF NT S710) OAR ig RT, Buctouche. | 
UATE COMETS 3 bis ates eben OO, ELYOaass das sacses ties Studholm, King’s Co, — 
Northumberland........ Th TAMECHISOR yi te tea. oe Newcastle. 
ROTOR BR oe KOT oo ick oadug Si Pye P ERTL Bicones ee eee, Cambridge. 
Restigouche..............| ECA ES 1) Ie ane Dalhousie, N. B. 
St. John, County ....... LL O%te ts El rata on. << Adah a Ottawa. 

RS 6 ee, pre Ae AO gee he eee 4 
tg ae ene po OSE DOB Os Oe. ae ciel ‘Sheffield. 
PRM iB os 5 ns ca ne Costigan SM eR Tos ale 2 (Grand Falls. 
Westmoreland........... Hon. A. J. Smith ............ Dorchester. 
et ee ot ty Cees HOS SOMA oe SE Ed Oc) RRR Fredericton. 
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PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA. 


Constituencies. Members. | Post Office Address. 
Brnapolis.>..07 202897): TOPE Tinga ies aah ee) ey aa 
AMHIFONISN.. 3. is 563.0} Hugh McDonald........... Antigonish. 
Cape Breton.............. ‘Hon. J. Mc Keagney........ Sydney. 
PYOICIIOSbOT  olees coon ns PPEEY IN. Pearsons .asscen0)3 Truro, N.S 
Cumberland:!............. Hon: C:- Piper. bo ses Halifax. 
DOW ess, hee tos EASULMSQUGTY no tress tte th Digby. 

RIM VEDOTO Ni espgett cess: Fon S:: Campodle, 20052)". Guysboro’. 
PAEVAS: Weer e ee OOM eS. 37 oer oD a, Halifax. 
IT sk Seat Hak Ml Sill t/a lect apa ieedetn mec ace ee & 
PUANTE (0) cePOBL Hon FOS OIE ree: « 
PHVeTNOSS NOEs Fs Hs Cameras Seo hl Mabou. 
CS TT RR ont ie A WO EP ON pans. SET. Cornwallis. 
Ppien pareve LIncd :. Mu Ae poral: 8oSes:: Halifax. ~~ 
Pictan ere Peoly. J), Je W? Carmicnael, i2.ce80e. New Glasgow. 
PJreetis EORTC James Fy Forbes sie Liverpool. 
mach mond 22.) 7 Sek) SPOS POUSLU NILE rath vent t e os%e Halifax. 
Bnelbnrme og Atto 2 )., Thos. Copper vectse® ots. Shelburne. 
MACTOTICN 2 Litt SOLO ts, Wat * FOSS Ts ale St. Anne’s. 
Yarmouttoln eit 0S. Frank Killam.......ceccees- Yarmouth. 
MANITOBA. 
ee eICHer 0.220... terre DElOrMe, 7.2.2. .52 3 St. Norbert. 
PWinmipe? ......6.. 6. KOE John Schultz ..c cc. cscsevcess WWannipeg. 
ATE, SPs tri utceh xe RARE HILL Ss. 0hacedidedeess Hudson’s Bay House, 
| | | Montreal. 


———. 


31 


nm PACTS 4 
; “on aA Sat " Ta 
“ty prey * 
ty 


JF mae . i MSAD 

i 4 ie OAs ee A 4 
A sip H area a 
ei a ‘ ie at f 


% vs ASH : cy ee Cotes bratiy ass 7 sh 3 
ie ws ee th a ney tins 
x lave aL git kD A r saat OF Rts ae ‘ f 
bt ra ld : i 7 
: Nee PU EP vate ie - svc katt cae Fee NE, i fal ak 
RU ser a Relea tias ie Se TAP) Se 
Mes ea ee f : wmstileEh ca cee non: Poor a, 
Ny v7 ‘ e ' eh. a Kt % : : ; eetees aes { 
o b ‘ Lak’, hy wast 
- y ’ PED Ee) sp! ) das * 


ogee Sioned eG 

Bae ae til UE ba) ais 

Be nN SAAR IE sash). We sian bis Sout 

Sven shite | lho paren 1 Roh Ay RO 

is katie et 5 SEE RES G1, pegetlan 4) eae 

a ae iver: fhe 1 elk Ree Sie sae 
a aires: kee 


“tals a Ere, Pereee’ dese EL ba 


a iO, ee eodiahie. vs 
“4, oa ah. fy : 
hye uy , fda Lie! ere te ‘aki ae ae 


“eee Te OT ie TRUE re hk ie ei 
eHOEL yet eroeha aa re oaee sess cake wl 
es See tae t + 


Get hiT d ee 4, now Press rie by ile tae i oo emeariomen ac 24 mt ihn Am (ot Sc gp tl le le 
A Ul i i j | ‘ 
p eo ‘ ‘ a 
v j 
wae ee 
c , 
; 
, 
‘ 
oo , 5 
* j : 
’ ( j 4 : 
° 
b : 
* i 
y i 
i i : 7 
7 — 
' 
a 
eee ret ? 
" - a Y 
’ NA 
, ot Fis 
vate.» bimitrebed AaGet 4) 
a‘ } 
Poe ‘ y 
‘ ‘| r 
Py ger Sues ¢ ret . 
‘ 
" *e, ¢ mo : ad 
ay My oSe ie 8 TS 2 € 
- er + # AN 4 ss 
4 : ; aL uk pw ek 
La hd F Y 
oe e \ 
‘ 4 
\ : fae j 
‘ ‘ ¢ j 
y 7) \ a ws a ‘ 
» wi 2, ‘ 
\ , Mu . * 
‘ “«) 2, ‘ a 
: LF f ° ~ ’ ' . 7 ae 
5 ar 
/ \ iT. 4 
A . 
i i 
~ . Pi y - 
r ; ey 2 
4 > é 
: y : saree 
: ~*~ / A } a ots 
7 . 4 ,- /tl)... =e 
P - ee, ’ hy . 
4 oll 7 am 4 ‘ 
ve i a 9, ¢ i b 
mere 
, d - ‘ x "a @ ae A - ~s y 


DOMINION 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES 


IN THE 


PouRTH SESSION OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION 


OF CANADA WHICH Was VALLED TO MEET, FOR THE DESPATCH 


oF BUSINESS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 15TH FEBRUARY, A.D., 


1871, IN THE 34TH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER MAsEstTy 


QUEEN VICTORIA. 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Eee eT SGA RR: 


GOVERNOR GENERAL OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA. 


a 


THE SENATE. 
Ortawa, Fesruary, 15th, 1871. 


This day, at three o’clock P. M., His 
Excellency the Governor General pro- 
ceeded in state to the Chamber of the 
Senate, inthe Parliament Buildings, and 
took his seat uponthe Throne. The mem- 
bers of the Senate being assembled, His 
Excellency was pleased to command the 
attendance of the House of Commons, and 
that House being present, His Excellency 
was pleased to open the Fourth Session of 
the First Parliament of the Dominion of 
Canada, with the following Speech from 
the Throne : 

hat 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate : 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 


I have much satisfaction in meeting you 
at this, the usual and most convenient 
season of the year, and under the present 
auspicious circumstances of the country. 


The hope I was sanguine enough to ex- 
press at the close of the last Session, that 
no further attempt would be made to dis- 
turb our frontier was doomed to early dis- 
appointment. The Session had scarcely 
closed when lawless bands assembled with- 
in the United States in great numbers, 
and renewed the menace of invasion. 
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They ventured to cross the border at 
two points, but were promptly met and 
repelled. So complete and humiliating 
was the repulse, that the invaders lost 
heart and hope, threw away quantities of 
arms, and fell back to encumber the vil- 
lages in their rear, with their starving and 
demoralized masses. 


Our Militia rallied at the first call to 
arms with praiseworthy alacrity, and the 
spirit which pervades the country, swelled 
their numbers with volunteers from all 
quarters. 


The gallantry displayed and the success 
achieved, have been duly recognized by 
the highest Military authority, and honour- 
ed, in gratifying terms of appreciation, 
‘oy Her Most Gracious Majesty. In main- 
taining the militia on active duty, the Gov- 
ernment incurred an outlay to a consider- 
able amount beyond what was provided 
by the votes of last Session. The accounts 
of their entire expenditure for the defence 
of the trontier will be laid before you, and 
[ feel confident that you will pass a Bill to 
indemnify the Government. 


My anticipations of success in regard to 
the Act passed for the Government of 
Manitoba, and the North West Territories, 
and in regard to the Military Expedition, 
which it was necessary to despatch, have 
been fortunately realized. 


The troops surmounted the difficulties 
of the long and toilsome route with en- 
durance and intelligence. They encount- 
ered no armed opposition, and their ar- 
rival at the Red River was cordially 
welcomed by the inhabitants. 


I'he people of the new Province have, 
under the Constitution accorded to them 
last year, assumed all the duties of self- 
government, and every appearance war- 
rants the hope that they are entering 
steadily upon a career of peace and pros- 
perity. : 

The Legislature of British Columbia has 
passed an address to Her Majesty, praying 
for admission into the Union, on the terms 
and conditions therein stated. All the 
papers on this important subject will be 
submitted, and your earnest attention is 
invited to them, I hope you will think 
that the terms are so fair as to justify you 
in passing a similar Address, so that the 
boundaries of Canada may, at an early day, 
be extended from the shores of the At- 
lantic Ocean on the one side, to the shores 
of the Pacific on the other. 


Should such an address be adopted, it 
will be necessary for you to take steps to 
secure the early exploration and survey 
of a route for an Interoceanic Railway, 
with a view to its construction in accord- 
ance with the terms of Union. 
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The acquisition of the North West Ter- 
ritories throws upon the Government and 
Parliament of the Dominion the duty of 
promoting their early settlement by the 
encouragement of immigration. This 
duty can be best discharged by a liberal 
land policy, and by opening up communi- 
cations through our own Country to Mani- 
toba. The means proposed for accomplish- 
ing these purposes will be submitted for 
your consideration. 


Her Majesty's Government has decided 
upon referring the Fishery question, along 
With other questions pending between the 
two Countries, to a Joint Commission to be 
named by Her Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of the United States. On 
this Commission Canada wil] be represent- 
ed. This mode of dealing with the vari- 
ous matters in controversy will, I trust, 
lead to their satisfactory adjustment. 
Canada urges no demand beyond those to 
which she is plainly entitled by Treaty and 
the law of nations. She has pushed no 
claim to an extreme assertion, and only 
sought to maintain the rights of her own 
people fairly and firmly, but in a friendly 
and considerate spirit and with all due re- 
spect to foreign powers and international 
obligations. The thanks of the Country 
are due to the Admiral on the Station and 
those under his command, for the valuable 
and efficient aid which they rendered to 
our Cruisers during the past Season in 
maintaining order and protecting the in- 
shore Fisheries from encroachment. 


The prospect of the adoption of an In- 
ternational Currency seems, in the present 
state of Europe, to be so remote, that I 
recommend you to consider the propriety 
of assimilating the Currency of the Domi- 
nion without further delay. 


The extension to Manitoba of the Militia 
and other Laws of the Dominion, and 
their adaptation to the present circum- 
stances of that young Province, will re- 
quire your attention. 


The decennial Census will be taken on 
the third day of April next, and it is be- 
lieved thata more thorough and accurate 
system has been adopted than any that 
has hitherto obtained. It may be neces- 
sary to amend the Act of last Session in 
some particulars. 


Among other measures Bills will be pre- 
sented to you relating to Parliamentary 
Elections, Weights and Measures, Insurance 
Companies, Savings Banks, and for the 
consolidation and amendment of the In- 
spection Laws. 


Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 


I-have given directions that the Public 
Accounts shall be laid before you. 


5 Routine 


You will learn with satisfaction that the 
Revenue for the past year was in excess of 
what was estimated, and that the prospects 
for the current year are so encouraging 
that, notwithstanding the extensive public 
improvements which are contemplated, 
you will probably be able todiminish the 
taxation of the country. 


The Estimates for the ensuing year will 
be submitted to you, and I feel assured 
that you will be of opinion that the sup- 
plies which you will be asked to vote can 
be granted without inconvenience to the 
people. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate ; and 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons: 


I lay these various and weighty matters | 


before you in full confidence that they will 
engage your mature attention, and I pray 
that the result of your deliberations may, 
with the Divine blessing, prove conducive 
in all respects tv the advancement and 
happiness of the Country. 


HIS EXCELLENCY having retired, the 
Speaker took the chair. 

Robert Lemoine, Esq., took his place in 
due form as Clerk of the Senate. 


Hon. Messrs. MACFARLANE, NORTH- 
UP and PERRY were sworn in as mem- 
bers of the Senate. 


A Bill was introduced pro forma, and 
some other business transacted. 

Qn motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, 
seconded by the Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, it 
was resolved to take into consideration the 
speech of His Excellency on Friday next. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WeEpnNEspAy, Feb. 15. 


At 3:40 p.m. the members of the House 
of Commons returned from the Senate 
Chamber, and the Speaker, having taken 
the chair, read over the following list of 
members who had been removed from the 
House since last session : 

Mr. CALDWELL (Restigouche), 
ceased. 


Mr. CASAULT (Bellechasse), appointed 
Judge of the Superior Court. 

Mr. B. CHAMBERLIN (Missisquoi), ap- 
pointed Queen’s Printer. 


Mr, HUOT (Quebec E.), appointed Post- 
master of Quebec. 


Hon. Mr.? KIERZKOWSKI (St. Hy- 
acinthe), deceased. 


de- 
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Mr. McCARTHY (Richelieu), deceased. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD (Colchester) ap- 
pointed Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba. 


Mr. CHIPMAN (Kings, N. S.), deceased. 
NEW MEMBERS. 


The following new members were intro- 
duced : 


Mr. MOFFATT (Restigouche), introdu- 
ced by Hon. Mr. Tilley and Dr. Fortin. 


Mr, TOURANGEAU (Quebee, E.), intro- 
duced by Hon. Mr. Langevin and Mr. 
Simard, 


Mr. DELORME (St. Hyacinthe), intro. 
duced by Hon. Mr. Holton and Mr. 
Geoffrion. 


Mr, CHIPMAN (Kings, N.S), introduced 
by Dr. FORBES and Mr. ROSS. 


Mr. BARTHE (Richelieu), introduced by 
Mr. BEAUBIEN and Dr. FORTIN. 


Hon. C. TUPPER (Cumberland), intro- 
duced by Hon. Mr. HOWE and Sir JOHN 
A. MACDONALD. The Hon. member 
took his seat next to Hon. Mr. DUNKIN, 
and behind Hon. Mr. TILLEY, amid 
applause. 


THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 


The SPEAKER presented a copy of His 
Excellency’s speech to the House. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that it be taken into consideration to-mor- 
row—Carried. 


The usual formal motions respecting the 
printing of the votes and proceedings, the 
appointing of the select committees, &c., 
were read and carried. 


THE FISHERIES. 


On the motion for adjournment, 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if it was the 
intention of the Government to bring 
down any correspondence regarding the 
fisheries before the discussion on the ad- 
dress of His Excellency to-morrow. It 
was desirable on so _ important 


|a matter, if there was any correspond- 


ence relative to the appointment 
of the present Commission that the 
House should have it before them. As it 
was quite impossible for them to avoid 
discussing it during the debate to-morrow. 
It was a matter of far too much importance 
to this country, looking at it simply as one 
respecting our national rights, that the 


| House should pass dumbly over this por- 


tion of His Excellency’s speech without 
discussing, to some extent, at least, the 


questions that everyone could see were in- 
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volved init, The Commission, for anything | were very short and he would Le glad that 
they might know to the contrary, might | his hon. friend would see that the returns 
adopt some course that this Parliament | this year were more complete—as much 
might not think consistent with the na-|s0 as was comforpatible with the public 
tional interestsin this Dominion ; and _ it | interests. 

was desirable that, at the earliest possible 
moment some expression of the opinion of 
public men in the country should be had 
on it. Hetook it for granted that the 
correspondence would be brought down. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was not the intention of the Government | Tuurspay, February 16th, 1871. 
to bring downany correspondence or any 
papers of any kind before the answer to | The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o’clock, 
the address was carried, It 
was an unusual course and THE DECEASED SENATORS. ; 
an exceedingly inconvenient one that the : 
hon. member proposed. Care would be After the usual routine proceedings, 
taken that the address to be moved should Hob. Mr. CAMPBELL: said baa ony 


not commit any member of this House to A 
; _ | proper that I should draw attention to the 
the approval of the policy of the Govern- | j0.<¢5 that the House has sustained since 


ment on thator any other question. The | |. 1,5: met in this Chamber. Some of 


Government would, so soon as the House : 

should address itself to business, bring sey te ane esas es te Cee aveN 
; of the retirement of gentlemen from the 

down such portion of the correspondence body, but others, I regret to say, from a 


proved without inary to the publi in. | Ore solemn te Se Oe 
ee eae Ege ee ene Steet Mr. Ross and Mr. Anderson. As respects 
under the. present egumatenoes 9 be | ith referengo to tho other gentlemen, 
doubt that on a matter of so great import | Tae quite sure there ate members belong: 
consideration at the hands of the honour- ae be tp Inuaeeocilh See in pets ei 


able members opposite. They would, as : ; 
they had done on other similar occasions, which were so, evident to all with whom 
he came into contact. 


aid the Government, and avoid any course 
which might by any possibility prejudice As respects my old and firm friends, Mr. 
the interests of the country, so soon as | Crawford and Mr. Ross, 1 wish I could say 
the address was answered, the papers | all that I desire with reference to the warm 
asked for would be brought down. feelings of attachment that I entertain for 


Mr. ‘MACKENZIE ‘was: aware: that the | Poth of thems, OMe. Sa 
general usage was as stated by his hon. Dae eatery vo er fathers, Sse? 
friend, but there had been exceptions to & t : “rT ie vee zi meee 2 
and on vary inportant questions like | 2unty., Ta bis fase death as not un 

is, a departure from the custom might ? . 
bo admitted. He thought unnecessary for | nga Suerounded by everything oslo, 

on, Pr " : 
by atl ota SiH pace 2D his Ser ea ers | been in political life for many years, and 
amore true, loyal adherent to his political 

Yon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ap- 


principles I had never the honour of 
pealed to his hon. friend opposite, and not . 


( knowing. Those who may have known 
to his supporters. He said that on a matter | him for over twenty years will bear ample 
of national interest we might expect a 


testimony to his earnest and loyal spirit 
favorable consideration from the hoa | of friendship—to his adherence to his per- 
members opposite. 


sonal and political friends on every occa- 
Mr. MACKENZIE said he must have | !0%:. His last appearance in this House, 
misunderstood his honourable friend, and Iwellremember, for it was in answer to an 
he would not make the remarks that he 

had intended. The Government could 
always count on the patriotic assistance of 


the Opposition on matters ot such im- 
portance. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that the returns 
on this question brought down last year, 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


The House then adjourned at 4.05 
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and assist us with his support ata moment 
when we very much desired it. He came 
at a time when his health was enfeebled, 
but Iam much relieved from the respon- 
sibility of having asked him to come here 
at that time, when I know that it had no 
injurious effect upon him, and that he was 


ee eee ee ee 


earnest request that he should come here © 


+) Deceased 


much gratified in being able to discharge 
his duty to his political friends. I am 
quite sure that all the gentlemen who 
were acquainted with him will join me in 
the statement that it was impossible to 
have known a firmer adherent to political 
principles than was the late Mr. Crawford. 
In private ife, he was a kind friend 
under all circumstances—genial, straight- 
forward and sincere. 


To my kind friend, Mz. Ross, I was at- 
tached by still closer ties, which were first 
formed in early youth, and have lasted to 
the hour of his death. His part in the 
political affairs of Canada has not been in- 
significant, for he entered into public life 
at an early age. He was summoned 
to the Legislative Council of the late 
Province of Canada in 1848,—then 
in the thirty-first year of his age— 
and some years later was appointed 
Solicitor General in the _ Baldwin-La- 
‘fontaine Administration. Subsequently 
he was Attorney General for Upper 
Canada, and Speaker of the Leg- 
islative Council. In 1858, he joined the 
Government of the day, and accepted the 
office of Receiver General, and still later 
the Presidency of the Executive Council, 
uniting with it the duties of Minister 
of Agriculture and Statistics. His aptness 
for official life was well illustrated by the 
‘readiness with which he adapted himself 
to the duties of the various offices he filled. 
“Those who have only known him since the 
‘Union cannot appreciate his strong deter- 
‘mination and his political experience and 
‘tact, as well as others who were acquainted 
with him for a longer term of years. Few 
semen were better able to instruct us in 
constitutional principles than he was. 
Like Mr. Crawford he was unswerving in 
his. political alliances, and always anxious 
to do good for his country, but 
whilst unwavering in his opinions, 
the could make allowance for those 
who conscientiously differed from 
him. Itis needless I should detail at 
length the many services he performed for 
thecountry in the course of his political 
_career. Well do I remember his part in 
the settlement of a question which long 
agitated this country, namely, the Clergy 
Reserves. It was owing very much to his 
exertions in England—particularly to his 
determination of character and _ his 
thorough comprehension of the question 
—that the bill was passed through Parlia- 
ment, which enabled us to deal with that 
-question. On that occasion, he had many 
powerful influences to contend against. 
Men of high position in Ontario were ex- 
ercising their influence in England—in 
the House of Lords and in the Commons; 
he nevertheless succeeded in achieving his 
object. We also know the great interest 
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he took in the Grand Trunk Railway, and 
the ability and perseverance with which he 
managed its affairs when connected with 
the management of that important work in 
its inception. But these are mere 
items in the long list of his useful public 
services. J would fain say more, but as I 
speak, my feelings overpower me, and I 
must ask the House to excuse me from 
adding more at present. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER De Sr. JUST.— 
I will add very little to what has been said 
by the Hon. Postmaster General. I feel 
that he sincerely regrets the loss of Mr. 


Senators. 


Ross and Mr. Crawford. Although I 
cannot go as far as the hon. mem- 
ber in speaking of their political 


services, yet I know that they were both 
just and honest in purpose, and for this 
reason I entertain a high respect for their 
memories. I have known Mr. Ross for a 
long period of time ; I have been an in- 
timate friend of his; I have also known Mr. 
Crawford, and both of them were emin- 
ently generous in their public and private 
relations. We have always had that re- 
spect for each other which gentlemen of 
this house should feel. With the Post- 
master General I deplore their loss, and 
pay this tribute of respect to their mem- 
ories. I would say more, but I am speak- 
ing ina language not as familiar as the 
one in which I generally speak; but what 
I am now saying concerning the loss of 
these gentlemen is the sincere expres- 
sion of my regrets. As respects Mr. And- 
erson, I cannot help feeling that his sud- 
den decease must have been materially 
hastened by the sad loss of his son last win- 
ter in the ill-fated “City of Boston.”’ I will 
not say more, but willsimply add that we 
should not fail to keep sacred the 
memories of the men who have left us. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—As reference has 
been made to a deceased Nova Scotian 
Senator, it would be certainly unbecoming 
in me and contrary to my feelings were I 


to remain silent on this occasion. 
As respects Mr. Anderson, I may 
claim not only to have had his 


personal friendship but to have been 
politically connected with him, since we 
were both members of the Legislative 
Council of Nova Scotia. It is true for the 
greater part of that time we were not 
politically allied, but I am on that account 
a still more impartial witness of his 
straightforward integrity of character. 
With regard to his deportmentin this body 
you are as well able as myself to judge. 
I can speak of him, during the time of my 
acquaintance with him, as a man of integ- 
rity, and of strong adherence to principle. 
As a legislator he .brought to the councils 
of his country a very great amount of 
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commercial knowledge, and on that ac- | agreed that the Bill as passed in that re- 


count especially, we have suffered a loss 
which we cannot easily replace. With 
respect to Mr. Ross, my acquaintance 
dates so long back as some thirteen 
years ago—at the time when we were Co- 
delegates to the Colonial Office, and then 
I formed an opinion of that honourable 
gentleman, which I never since changed. 
It would be a waste of words to add any- 
thing to what the Postmaster General has 
said. On public grounds we have sustained 


a great loss, for Mr. Ross brought 
to the consideration of public. 
business an admirable tact and | 


a wonderful fund of knowledge of public 
matters and of constitutional law. We, 
who have been endeavouring to mould our 
institutions into form, know full well how 
useful are the services of such a man as 
the one whose loss we now deplore. I 
must also pay my tribute of respect to the 
straightforward demeanour of Mr.Crawford. 
It is only necessary to mention his name 
here, to evoke a universal testimony to his 
worth. On these grounds, I must add this 
feeble tribute to the memories of the gen- 
tlemen who have left us, and if it be in ac- 
cordance with the practice of the House, 
I would like to see a resolution passed 
unanimously to adjourn the Senate for a 
few hours in recognition of the loss we 
have sustained. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, 
seconded by Hon. Mr. DICKEY, it*was 
then resolved that the House do adjourn 
out of respect to the gentlemen whose 
decease they all so deeply deplored. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuurspay, Feb. 16. 


The SPEAKER 
3:15 p.m. 


took the chair at 
Mr. McGILL presented the first report 
of the Hochelaga Election Committee. 


THE MANITOBA REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked for information 
regarding the representation from the 
Province of Manitoba. By the Act of last 
session four members were to be elected 


| members 


| member for Halton. 


as representatives of that Province to 
seats in the House. No Information had 
been received concerning the issue of 


the writs for those elections, or 
whether the elections had taken 
place, or whether, that Pro- 
vince was to remain unrepresented 
during the present session. It had been 


Hon. Mr. Dickey. 


land. 


lation was wholly unconstitutional, and 
opposed to the Federal system, under 
which we politically exist, and if he recol- 
lected aright, the Hon. Premier admitted 
last session that it might be necessary to 
apply to the Imperial Parliament to ex- 
ecute the provisions of that Bill—in other 
words to give them legal force as the law 
of the land. He (Mr. MacKenzie) thought: 
the House was entitled to know what steps: 
had been taken as regarded this matter, 
for it was generally admitted by gentle: 
men well informed on the subject, that 
the House had exceeded its powers. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite 
recognised the right of the honourable 
gentleman to ask the question, and he 
would try to answer it, although it might 
have been more satisfactory to have waited 
the submission of the papers on the sub- 
ject. Perhaps the papers would have an- 
swered the question themselves. The 
first duty imposed upon the Lieutenant 
Governor of the new Province of Manitoba 
was the completion of a census of the 
people with all convenient speed. That 
census was undertaken and _ finished in 


a manner which the papers would 
show was _ satisfactory and above 
all suspicion of error. The moment, 


the census was taken, the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor reported to His Excellency the Gov-. 
ernor General the result of the census 
and the divisions into which, for electoral 
purposes, the New Province had been: 
made. On the receipt of that despatch, 
without further delay, writs had been issu- 
ed and sent up to Manitoba, and the Gov- 
ernment expected to hear every moment 
the result of those elections, quoad the 
returned to this House. As 
regards the question of the legality ofthe 
seats of those gentlemen, or of the 
representative system provided in the 
Manitoba Act of last session, the question 
was, he thought, first raised by the hon, 
In his (Sir John A. 
Macdonald’s) reply to that question, he 
stated there was in his opinion a doubt as 
to the appointments to the Senate, and 
perhaps as to some other clauses of the 
Bill, and that they would be carefully con- 
sidered; and that if it was thought on 
maturer consideration there was any doubt 
as to the constitutionality of those provis- 
1ons, steps would be taken to secure their 
‘‘constitutionalization,’’ if he could use 
such a word, by an Act of the Imperial 
Parliament. On his return to Ottawa, after 
an absence of some months, he examined 
the case carefully, and made a report upon 
it, which was made the basis of an order in 
Council, which was transmitted by His Ex- 
cellency to the Secretary of State in Eng- 
They had received in return the 
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‘draft of a Bill for the purpose of confirm- 
ing that Act and all the proceedings under 
it, and also making all provision for the 
future, with which he would not now trou- 
ble the House. As regarded the other 
provisions, they might be dealt with so as 
‘to settle once for all the affairs of the 
Province. He trusted the settlement or 
arrangements effected could be transmitted 
to England by the next mail, with the 
object of submission to the Imperial Par- 
liament. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if it was the 
intention of the Government not to nomi- 
nate the Senators for Manitoba till this 
Bill passed the Imperial Parliament. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said his 
hon. friend ought to give notice of that 
question. 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought not. The 
people were represented in the other 
House as well as in this. Had the Goy- 
ernment appointed the Manitoba Sena- 
tors? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
<it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment that Manitoba should be 
represented in both branches 
of the Legislature during the present 
session. It would be an anomaly to have 
the people represented in one House and 
not in another. Perhaps by concert with 
the hon. gentlemen opposite it might be 
arranged, so that without raising any ques- 
tion of constitutionality the representa- 
tives of Manitoba might be allowed to 
take their places in the other House also, 
pending the receipt of the Bill from Eng- 
dand. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that would be a 
matter for consideration. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Mr. FOURNIER, the member for the 
County of Bellechasse, was introduced 
_and conducted to his seat by Mr. Geoffrion 

and the Hon. Mr. Dorion ; and 


Mr. GEO. T. BAKER, the newly elect 
member for Missisquoi, was introduced 
by the Hon. Mr. Dunkin and Sir Geo. E. 
Cartier. 


QUESTION REFERRING TO FISHERIES. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT wished to know if the 
~Government proposed to proceed with the 
debate on the address at once. He had 
given special consideration to the American 
question referred to in His Excellency’s 
‘speech, and holding the opinion he did on 
the subject, it might be his duty to move 
‘for some expression of the House concern- 
ingit. The time wasso short between the 
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present moment, and that when the Com- 
mission would sit, that if any expression 
of the opinion of this House could have 
effect upon the action of the Com. 
mission, he thought it was necessary that 
it should be given at an early day. He 
did not see how it could be done at any 


other time than durmg _ the 
debate on the Address. lt 
was quite true that there 


would be an embarrassment felt in the 
absence of the correspondence asked for 
yesterday by the hon. member opposite, 
but he trusted that that embarras. 
ment would be greatly releived by the 
explanations which, he had no doubt, the 
hon. gentlemen in the Government 
would make. He might say with regard to 
one branch of that correspondence, he 
thought the Government were in a posi- 
tion to give it to the House before going 
on with the debates. He referred to that 
which had taken place before last year. On 
the 9th of March last year, copies of corres- 
pondence relating to the protection of the 
fisheries was asked for. On the 9th of 
May, he found, on the reference to 


the journals of the House, the 
hon. minister of militia had brought 
down a short despatch from Earl 


Granville to the effect that a portion of 
the fleet in the North American waters 
would be detailed for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the fisheries. The despatch was 
very short—only some four lines. The 
House was told that there was other cor- 
respondence which would be brought 
down without delay. It was not laid be- 
fore the House, however, and had not ap- 
peared during the recess. Now, he 
thought if that correspondence were laid 
before the House it would put them in 
possession of the facts, at any rate up to 
the period previous to the recent apparent 
change of policy on the part of the Imperial 
Government on this question. He hoped 
the Government would see that the House 
was placed in possession of the corres- 
pondence, believing, as he did, that it 
was his duty to call attention more par- 
ticularly to the circumstances attending 
the appointment of the Joint Commission 
which had been announced. The ques- 
tion involved in the debate was of such 
gravity, and was related so closely to the 
most important interests of this country, 
that he thought it would be very improper, 
he might say, to permit almost the only 
chance the House would have to express 
their opinion on the subject to pass with- 
out giving full consideration to it. He 
thought that there was no particular 
object in detaining the House at this 
moment. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said with 
regard to the copies of the Address, they 
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would be laid before the House in a very 
short time. He would repeat to his hon. 
friend from Sherbrooke what he had said 
yesterday, that the reply would be so 
framed that this House would not be asked 
to commit themselves to the policy of the 
Government. Of course they were in the 
hands of the House with respect to going 
on with the debate to-day or having it 
postponed. The discussion on the Ad- 
dress had now become merely formal in 
England, and an amendment was never 
moved except in the way ofa vote of want of 
confidence. In fact, no matter what in- 
formation the House might obtain by 
papers being laid on the table, they and 
the country at large would receive from 
the discussion expressions altogether un- 
satisfactory. While the Government were 
thankful to the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke for his kind notice as to his inten- 
tions with respect to this matter, it was a 
question whether his motion would not 
receive more justice at the hands of the 
House and at his own hands if it were a 
substantial motion on the Orders of the 
Day. Those papers that the Government 
could with any propriety, and without de- 
cided injury to the public interests, furnish, 
' would be laid on the table without de- 
lay, and then, of course, his hon. friend 
could haye every opportunity to discuss 
the matter. It the House wished to post- 
pone the debate till to morrow the Govern- 
ment would do so. 


Mr. MACKENZIE quite concurred in the 
desire expressed by the honourable mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke respecting the corre- 
spondence relative to the fisheries. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) asked for it yesterday, 
believing that in a matter of such grave 
importance to our national existence, it 
was exceedingly desirous, almost neces- 
sary he might say, that the House should 
discuss the debate on the speech of His 
Excellency. The Government refused his 
request, though why he did not see, for 
the honourable Premier intimated his in- 
tention to bring it down after the debate on 
the address. If anything should consti- 
tute an exception, this case should. With 
regard to the general question of proceed- 
ing with the debate, he would say that 
unless the correspondence asked for were 
brought down there was no necessity for 
delay. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON believed that this 
House should follow as closely as possible 
the practice of the Imperial House of 
Commons. In that body the debate on 
the Queen’s speech lately took place on 
the same day that it was delivered. If he 
were disposed to find any fault with the 
Government 1t would be because they did 
not proceed with the debate on His Ex- 
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the Hon. Minister of Justice refused to 
bring down the papers in advance of the 
discussion, there could be no good reason 
why the discussion should not proceed at 
once, (applause). 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that if he was 
to understand the Premier would afford 
him an opportunity after the papers were 
brought down, of obtaining the opinion of 
this House on the points he desired to 
bring before it, he would not stand in the 
way of the address. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Cer- 
tainly. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT reminded the hon. 
gentlemen there was always a difficulty in 
making a substantive motion, sometimes 
it was got rid of by moving the previous 
question. He did not intend his motion 
should be so disposed of. He was per- 
fectly prepared tolet the matter stand 
over ; but there were considerations higher 
than mere parliamentary convenience, and 
among them was the obtainment of the 
opinion of this House in reference to the 
important matters to be dealt with by the 
approaching International Commission. 
The Hon. Premier was soon to leave for 
Washington. No discussion of the fishery 
or other questions, to come before the 
Comnussion, would be of the slightest ad- 


vantage if it were to follow the departure 


of the leader of the Government. He 
thought it was their bounden duty to 
strengthen the hands of their representa- 
tive on that Commission by every means in 
their power. He proposed to do so by a 
resolution. Ifthe Government promised 
him an early opportunity of domg so—say 
Monday or fuesday, he would not stand 
in the way of the immediate passage of 
the address. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pro- 
mised the early opportunity solicited 
He quite recognised the importance of 
these subjects, and the propriety of the 
discussion before he left for Washington. 


THE DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS. 


Mr. LACERTE rose to propose the ad- 
dressin reply to His Excellency’s Speech 
from the Throne. Taking up the various 
paragraphs, he spoke briefly and happily 
on each, as usual, expressing concurrence 
in the different views therein set forth, 
and complimenting the Government on its 
administrative policy. He referred par- 
ticularly to the Fenian enterprise of last 
spring, and the wise and vigorous efforts 
put forth for its overthrow. He hoped the 
House would fully sustain the Administra-- 
tion in this matter by voting the addition- 
al expenditure it was compelled to incur. 


Bis The 


He was glad at the prospect of the settle. 
ment of the fishery dispute, and believed 
‘everything would be done to protect 
Canada’s interests. Fortunately the Red 
River trouble was ended, thanks to ‘the 
_judicious and conciliatory action of the 
Government, and to the exertions and 
bravery of the Volunteers. The Dominion 
‘was in a prosperous condition, largely 
owing to the wisdom of Ministers, who de- 
served the confidence of Farliament and 
‘the people. (Cheers.) He had much plea- 
‘sure in moving the Address. 


Mr. KIRKPATRICK rose to secoad the 
‘motion. The topics of the speech well 
‘deserved the compliments paid them. 
Scarcely had the Parliament been prorogu- 
ed last summer when hordes of miscreants 
from the United States suddenly assemb- 
led on our frontier to pillage and ravage 
our land. To add to the infamy and of.- 
fensiveness of this outrage, those marau- 
ders chose for the time of their unwar- 
ranted operations, the day above all, dear 
to loyal British subjects, the Queen’s birth 
day. The hostile movement was, thanks 
to the bravery and loyalty of our volun- 
teers and the troops of the Queen, hurled 
back In disgrace from our border. He 
hoped and doubted not the House would 
cheerfully vote the extra expenses entailed 
by this attempted Fenian invasion, (hear, 
hear.) The next subject in the speech 
was that of Manitoba. No better Governor 
could have been chosen than him who is 
now de facto, if not de jure in power. The 
improvements already witnessed in Mani- 
toba prove the judiciousness of the 
efforts made to suppress disorder 
and rebellion, and set up the 
authority of Canada. The brave 
Volunteers who had been instrumental in 
securing those happy results. deserved 
the thanks of the country. When dis- 
banded he believed they were entitled to 
grants of land in Manitoba. No better 
settlers could be chosen, and in justice to 
them, and in the interests of the Province, 
-everything should be done to retain them 
in the North West. (Cheers.) The propos- 
-ed admission of British Columbia and Van 
Couver Island was a subject of satisfaction 
tous all. The great scheme of Confedera- 
tion was being rapidly consummated. 
Those great territories, so rich in natural 
resources, would be a great acquisition to 
Canada, and everything possible should 
be done to unite them toher by a Pacific 
Railway, grants of land, and, if possible, 
pecuniary contributions, should be made 
in aid of such enterprises. There is little 
doubt that in this way they could be 
achieved. Emigrants were necessary to 
the development of the great resources of 
the Pacific colonies, and good, rapid com- 
-munications were indispensible to the at- 
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traction of immigration. The next sub- 
ject of the Speech was the Fisheries, and 
16 was but truth to say that the action of 
the Canadian Government in regard to 
them had met with the approbation of the 
whole country. The reference of Gen. 
Grant to the action of Canada exhibited 
both ignorance and prejudice. The Do- 
minion had but acted within its right, and 
it was certain that action was justified by 
the approval of the Government of England 
also. However, a Joint Commission had 
been appointed to consider the Fishery 
question and that relating to events con. 
nected with the last war, and from it he 
thought Canada had nothing to fear. He 
hoped, however, that the injury done to 
Canada by repeated Fenian raids would 
form one of the subjects discussed, and 
that indemnity for our losses thereby 
would be as_ rigorously required as 
was indemnity for the losses from the 
“ Alabama.”’” The improvement of our 
coinage system and other proposals of the 
speech would be cordially received. The 
interests of the country demanded such 
ameliorations. The generaladministration 
of the affairs of the Dominion had been 
beneficial, as its progress and prosperity 
amply testified (cheers.) He could but 
concur in the closing aspiration of the 
Speech from the Throne, upon which the 
future happiness and advancement of 
Canada would largely depend (cheers). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that it was 
important in opening the grand mquest of 
the nation, that they should review the 
administration of affairs and foreign events, 
while abstaining from unusual criticism. 
Stupendous events had taken place since 
the last session, including those of a gigan- 
tic and disastrous war. It was but right 
he should express his sympathy with the 
sacrifices and sufferings of that great 
nation, being the friend and ally of Eng- 
land. He did hope that France would not 
suffer much either in feeling or interest in 
the forthcoming treaty of peace(hear, hear). 
Coming to the position of Canada, it was 
but right her relations towards the United 
States should receive attention. President 
Grant had spoken of it as a semi-inde- 
pendent position, and there was truth in 
this view of it. Doubtless it was on this 
account that we had been continually and 
systematically subjected to offensive re- 
marks and ill-judged acts of administration 
from the people of the United States. 
The inhabitants of this country had reason 
for complaint on this head, but were not 
willing to submit to ill will or aversion 
with the object of forcing them from their 
present constitutional position, That 
policy he for one repudiated nm the strong- 
est possible terms, and he announced his 
strongest opposition to yielding any of 
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our rights to an arrogant demand from 
them, (hear, hear). If we were to main- 
tain an independent position on this con- 
- tinent we must cultivate that natural love 
of liberty which prevailed in our midst, 
and maintain our natural rights intact. 
It was for this reason he desired to have 
the correspondence relating to this ques- 
tion brought down. He desired to know 
whether an attempt had been made by the 
Imperial Government to force negotiations 
upon us, with an object naturally hostile to 
our rights. The honourable member who 
-seconded the address expressed a hope 
that the matter of the Fenian mevement 
would be brought down before the Joint 
Commission. if it were to be discussed by 
them, he saw no indication of it. He had 
read all the information he could. find re- 
lating to it, and no mention of our claims 
appeared init. lfitwere so, the British 
Minister at Washington was much to 


blame. Nothing could be more arrogant 
and ridiculous than the claims put 


forward by the President of the United 
States to the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. The instances referred to by 
the President were all cases which were 
settled by treaty. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 
was disposed to giving all facilities to the 
commerce of our neighbors, but he was 
not disposed to concede to them as a 
right what was manifestly an unjust claim. 
With regard to the fishery question, he be- 
lieved that it was an unwise concession to 
give up for a moment our claim to the 
headland boundary line. 
to congratulate the House on the condition 
of affairs in Manitoba. If he were asked 
to congratulate them that the men who 
had rebelled against the Government of 
Canada were the very ones who had re- 
ceived offices and held power, that loyal 
men had been rigorously excluded from 
places of trust, and that the murderers of 
poor Scott were still at large, he migh 
congratulate the House. He was not in 
favour of punishing the poor dupes of a 
few designing men, but he believed that 
the men who had been guilty of stirring 
up rebellion and executing an innocent 


man should not be allowed to go 
free of punishment. He would 
simply recall the past to say 


that these men should receive the punish- 
ment they deserved, and to say that the 
men who had been loyal to Canada 
should not be excluded from places of 
honor and trust. He would now refer to 
the recent additions which had keen made 
to the Cabinet. The hon. member for 
Cumberland had gone before his constitu- 
ents and made some remarkable state- 
ments to them. He (Mr. Mackenzie) held 
in his hand a copy of the speech referred 
to, and he would just read a portion of 1t 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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to the House. It would be noticed that 
the hoh. gentleman with characteristic 
modesty had spoken of his own 
great services to the government, and 
to the country at large. [Here Mr. Mac- 
kenzie read an extract from the speech, 
commenting on it humorously amid the 
laughter of the House.] The hon. member’ 
for Cumberland had boasted that he had 
secured an increase of his following. That 
he brought with him fifteen members to. 
the support of the Government. He con- 
gratulated the hon. member on his in- 
creasing influence. He was pleased also 
to notice the friendship which had grown. 
up between his hon. friend and the hon. 
member for Hants. Times had changed’ 
since the two hon. members were opposed 
to each other. He (Mr. Mackenzie) made 
these statements in order that. the speech. 
of the hon. member from Cumberland 
should receive the publicity it deserved.. 
The Ministerial journals seemed to have 
slighted the honourable member in this 
matter. None of them published it. It 
was true the Ottawa Trius in a short para- 
graph had remarked that it was too im- 
portant to be passed over without notice. 
The speech, it was evident was never 1n- 
tended to circulate outside of Cumber- 
land. After referring to the course which. 
the Gevernment pursued towards the hon. 
member for North Lanark, Mr. Mackenzie 
spoke at some length on the subject of. 
the Intercolonial Railway, and the causes 
which led to the ultimate choice of the 
Northern route. The honourable member 
for North Lanark had given avery full 
explanation in his pamphlet, recently 
published, of this matter. (Here Mr. Mac. 
kenzie read an extract from the pamphlet 


referring to it). While he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) looked with regret at 
the great loss to the country 


caused by the choice of the Northern 
Route, he was not sure that the Dominion 
had not derived some gain since certain 
members of the Gevernment had been 
induced to acquiesce in the acquisition of 
the North-West Territory. He spoke at. 
some length of the Fenian raid of last 
spring. He could not believe that the 
United States Government had exercis- 
ed all their influence to prevent that raid. 
During last year, in Utah the Mormons. 
organized a militia force and commenced 
to drillthem openly. They were at once 
put down by the State authorities. Now, 
he contenced that the municipal authori- 
ties on the frontier, if they had been dis- 
posed to deal with Canada in a friendly’ 
spirit, might have treated the Fenians in a 
similar manner. If they possessed the 
power in the one case, they certainly did 
in the other. The Government at Wash- 


ington had certainly acted in the most. 
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prompt and friendly manner as soon as 


representations were made to them by the | 


Canadian authorities. In conclusion he 
‘would say that every member should re- 
‘cognize constituted authority and, in every- 
thing that related to the wellfare of the 
country, the Government should have the 
earnest and cordial support of the Opposi- 
tion. On the other hand, he should loose 


no opportunity, as he was bound to do in | 


his position in the House, to point out 
the grievous results of the legislation of the 
present administration on the interests of 
the country (cheers). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
‘the hon. member for Lambton in his anx- 
dety to fillup his half-hours speech, as 
leader of the Opposstion found it necessary 
to take up the election speech of the hon. 
‘member for Cumberland and criticize it. 
Jf the hon. gentleman had had anything 
in his mind that he thought he could 
bring out against the Government he 
would have done so; but the hon. gen- 
tleman was as mild as he possibly could be, 
and although the administrative policy of 
the Government was so disastrous, and 
although it was the duty of the hon. mem. 
ber to protest against that disastrous pol- 
icy, yet he had not condescended to notice 
the facts he condemned, but he told them 
instead that there had been aseries of ex- 


traordinary statements made by the hon. | 


member for Cumberland, and that to 
secure his return to this House, the hon. 
member had been obliged to bring up 
these statements. The Government con 
sidered this and he (Sir John A.) accepted 


itas the judgment of his hon. friend in | 
He | b 

sions. 
| in this, too, the Canadian Government had 


favor of the Government (laughter). 
could not as a consistent member of the 
Opposition approve of their course, and 
he could not condemn them, and so was 
silent (renewed laughter). ‘The hon. mem- 
ber admitted that the House had met ina 
‘season of prosperity, and under prosperous 
circumstances. It was true, the hon. gen- 
tleman remarked that it wasso, but then, 
it was owing to the exertions of the people 
themselves, andin no degree attributable 
to the administration of the Government. 
He (Sir John A.) would admit that it was 
so, and the Government congratulated 
themselves that Providence smiled on 
them while they were in power, and that 
they had a comfortable majority of the peo- 
ple’s representatives with them. Heagreed 
with the hon. member that we all should 
feel sympathy for the ancient ally of Eng- 
land in her troubles; but he could not 
agree with the hon. member that this was 
the day of her greatest humiliation. There 
never was a time in the history of France 
when her future appeared brighter. She 
would rise renovated by her great trial to 
-her old place, and be one of the first 
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powers of Europe, if she ever ceased to 
occupy that position; and he had no 
doubt that England and France would 
again and again act in concert as the fore- 
most nations of modern civilization. (Hear, 
hear). With reference tothe remarks of 
the hon. member respecting the fishery 
question, he would inform him that the 
Government were fully aware of their re- 
sponsibility, and they were pleased to ob- 
serve that their course in recent events 
had met with general approval through- 
out the country ; and he would tell the 
hon. member that he need be under no 
apprehension, although he had expressed 
it, that England, our old Mother Land, 
would ever act the part the hon. member 
apprehended—to sacrifice our interests 
for the sake of any advantage to herself, 


| or any desire to settle any question be- 


tween the United States and herself. That 
was not the course that Mother England 
and the people of England would 
pursue. Ifany Government in England 
could sacrifice our interests for their own 
advantage, the people of England would 
reject them with scorn, He could assure 
his hon. friend that he would find that 
Engiand was now, as she had always been, 
a fostering mother, careful of our inter- 
ests and rights, and ready as she had 
always shown herself in the past, to protect 
us with all her force and might and power. 
(Applause.) He would not make any re- 
marks respecting the observations of his 
hon. friend on the Fenian invasion, and 
about.the claims which Canada of right 
had in consequence of the outrages upon 
our border, and the losses and expenses 
brought upon our people by those inva- 
The hon. member would tind that 


taken every step necessary to press our 
claims to aconclusion. He could only as- 
sure his hon. friend that if they were not 
settled it would not be the fauit of this 
Government. He would not enter into a 
discussion of the mutter just at present, 
as they had already arranged on the pa- 
pers that this subject should be taken up 
hereafter. His hon. friend had said that 
he would not joinin the congratulations 
on the state ef peace existing in Manitoba. 
He (Sir John A.) thought that it was a 
matter of congratulation to every well- 
ordered mind to see peace, quiet, rule and 
law brought into a country where ali these 
had been absent (hear, hear). He thought 
it was a greater matter of congratulation 


that the accession of that country to 
the Dominion of Canada had 
not been made at the sacrifice 


of a single drop of blood; that the march 
of the soldiers, both regular and militia, 
was a peaceable one; that the only dith- 
culties were those offered by the wildness 
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of the country through which they pro- | bunals of Great Britain, to bring any often- 
ceeded ; and that they were received, as | ders to justice. The moment that the- 
the House had hoped they would be, as | Province became united with the Domin- 
friends, brothers, fellow-citizens, persons ion it had a local Government of its own, 
whose advent would be welcomed, and not | and on . that local Government, by 
persons to be feared. It was a matter of| the act of this Parliament, was 
great consolation that there had been no | thrown the obligation of punishing offen-. 
blood-shed in the acquisition of the North | ders. The people of Manitoba must be 
West, and that although mistakes had been | left as free people to manage their own in- 
made, yet those errors led to no serious | stitutions and protect their own people. 
consequence, except, perhaps, the expen- | He did notsee that his hon. friend was at 
diture of a little money. ‘he Union had | all justified in obtruding this discussion on, 
been finally accomplished, and ere long | the House during this debate. It was their - 
the representatives from Manitoba would | duty, instead of trying to arouse man. 
take their seats in this House. Granting | against man, and to keep alive such mat- 
all that had been said as to the mismanage- | ters, to throw oil on the troubled waters 
ment of the Canadian Government in | and suppress hostile feelings, which were- 
consummating the union, to be cor- | natural enough, but much to be deplored. 
rect, still it was a matter of congra- | He believed the laws would be fairly ad- 
tulation that the union had taken place in | ministered in Manitoba, and that life and: 
harmony and peace, without the loss of | property would be held just as sacred and. 
one single life in the attempt toeffect that | safe there as they were in the older and 
union. The hon. member had remarked | larger Province of Ontario. His hon. 
that he could net enter into congratulations | friend had spoken of the Intercolonial Rail- 
that the murderers of a Canadian subject | way, and promised that at an early- day he: 
should have escaped justice. The hon, | would bring up that subject. Having pro- 
member was not asked for such congratu- | mised so much he (Sir John A.) would make - 
lations. The Red River country was a another promise. He would promise that. 
British country at the time the crime was | his hon. friend’sistatements, whatever they 
committed, although British law was for | might be, if they were against the action 
the time suspended. But British law and | of the Government or any subordinate en- 
institutions existed there, and by the! gaged on the line, that there would be a 
consent and voice of the people | full. complete and satisfactory answer—if~ 
of Canada and their Parliament | not satisfactory to his hon. friend, at least 
the people of the North West had now satisfactory to this House and to the coun- 
got a Legislature and Government of their | try (hear hear). He would make 

_ own, On whom were thrown the respon-|no reply to the remarks of his 
sibility of the administration of the laws, | hon. friend, respecting the hon. member for 
and on whom was also thrown the establish- | Lanark. At the proper time, there would 
ment of courts of civiland criminal juris- | bea frank and free discussion of all that he- 
diction, and the protection of the life, | had alluded to. He must protest against 
liberty and property of the people, and | the course of the hon.member for Lambton, 
the pnnishment of offenders against them, | with respect toafriend of his in this House. 
He would ask his hon. friend why he |The hon. gentleman had mentioned a 
had introduced this subject, or why he | rumor reflecting on that gentleman. It 
spoke of it all? Would he point out in | was easy to getup arumor. It might be 
what mode the Govérnment of Canada, | done by inserting a paragraph in a news- 
or the tribunals, or the constituted author. paper, and many had been so created in 
ities of Canada could in any | order to give an hon. member an opportuni. 
way have prevented the act? | ty to say he saw such and such in a certain 
The hon. member’ knew that until paper. There should be no quotation of 
the 15th of July last, when the act of | rumors in this House, respecting the cha- 
Union was consummated, the North | racter or conduct of persons in public life. 
West was in no way connected with Canada | The British system should be followed— 
except as a portion of the British Empire | that no member of Parliament shall make 
Canada couid no more have interfered in ! statements that he cannot verify or does 
Manitoba than in any other colony of | not honestly believe to be strictly true 
Great Britain. Canada had no control, no | (cheers). 

power, no authority. It was simply this. | i q 

so long as that colony had its owl toasts | *he House rose for recess at 6:10 P.M. 
ment, they were responsible for the pro- AFTER RECESS. 

tection of life and property, and for the; The debate on the address was resumed. 
administration of justice ; and when that, Dr. BOWN said that the Government 
power was overthrown it was for Her | deserved censure for the manner in which 
Majesty only, in her Imperial capacity and | affairs had been man ged in Manitoba since - 
with the Imperial authority in the tri- | the organization of that Province. Loyal . 
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men had been allowed to go unrewarded, 
while those who had imprisoned and shot 
loyal men had been appointed to places 
of honor and trust. The conciliation 
policy pursued by the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor was favourable to men who had acted 
in opposition to law, and compassion to 
such men was the greatest cruelty that 
could be inflicted on those who had stood 
up for Canada in her time of need. The 
Lieutenant Governor had early shown 
where his sympathies lay by going to re- 
side in the Hudson Bay Company’s Fort 
and receiving hospitality there. It was 
evident from the manner in which he 
had acted in the matter of Scott’s death 
and in other circumstances, that 
his mind had been biased in 
avor of the late rebel party. As to the 
elections which had been held in the new 
Province, seven or eight of the candidates 
who had been elected, had been introduced 
from the Quebec Province. It might be 
said that Lieut.-Governor Archibald had 
nothing to do with this, but, if so, why 
did he permit three of these men to take 
places in his cabinet? As to the death of 
Mr. Scott, it would be far better to let it 
rest than that there should be a mere 
mockery of a trial. He hoped the Govern- 
ment would open up a road to the North 
West without delay, and that they wouid 
make up the losses which loyal men had 
incurred in the new Province during the 
late rebellion. 


Mr. MASSON (Verrebonne) agreed with 
the hon. Premier that the Government 
had no jurisdiction in the matter of the 
murder of Mr. Scott. It should not be 
forgotten, however, that no less than six 
counties in Manitoba had offered to return 
Riel as their representative. He referred 
to the relations existing between the 
Mother Country and the colonies, and said 
there was an uncertainty in the minds of 
the people, since the withdrawal of the 
troops, whether Britain proposed to sever 
the connection with Canada or not. Some 
even supposed that she would 
look to the colonies for help in time of 
trouble, instead of the latter looking to 
the former under circumstances of difficul- 
ty. Weshould learn from the Govern- 
ment whether the withdrawal of the troops 
indicates England’s desire to get rid of us, 
and whether, since we have formed a Con- 
federation, we shall be expected to help 
her in the time of her need. The Munis- 
ter of Militia ought to enlighten the House 
on this important subject before the Mili- 
tia estimates are brought down, (hear, 
hear). 


Mr. MILLS also spoke on the paragraph 
of the address relating to Manitoba. He 
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that each Province should have an 
independent governmental existence.Such 
could not be given to any Province by this 
Parliament. He had called attention to 
this fact last year, and was glad the Minis- 
ter of Justice had changed his views in 
this respect (hear hear). As to the mur. 
der of Scott, it was stillcompetent for the 
Government of Canada to authorise the 
trial and punishment of Riel, and it was 
also within the power of the Lieutenant- 
Governor to ask tor his extradition. 


The second paragraph of the address 
was agreed to. 


Hon. Mr. DORION, on the proposal of 
the adoption of the paragraph relating to 
the admission of British Columbia, pro- 
tested that he knew nothing of the merits 
of the terms of this admission, and de- 
clared his unwillingness to express blind. 
fold any concurrence in the Government’s 
Pacific Railway scheme. If it was to be 
one of the character of the Intercolonial 
Railway, he would give it his strenuous 
opposition. He could not approve of the 
wording of the paragraph.® 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD con. 
sented to a verbal alteration to meet the 
objection of the last speaker. The change 
was of a non-committal character, and 
thus modified, the clause was adopted. 

The remaining paragraphs were read and 
concurred in without debate. 

Atter the usual formal resolutions in 
regard to the address and its presentation, 

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave notice 
of an address of congratulation to Lord 
Lisgar onthe distinguished honor recent- 
ly conferred upon him by Her Majesty. 

The House adjourned at a quarter past 
nine, 
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Fripay, Feb. 17, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock, and the ordinary routine business 
was transacted. 


THE ANSWER TO THE SPEECH. 


Hon. Mr. MacFARLANE said that he had 
much gratification in rising to move the 
Address in answer to the Speech, for he 
believed that the language of that Speech 
commended itself to the sound sense and 
judgment of the people of the Dominion. 
He had not the honour, last session, of a 
seat in the House, but he well remembered 
the excitement that existed everywhere, on 
account of the rebellion which had broken 
out at Red River, and threatened for a 
while the peace of the Dominion. ‘The 
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policy pursued by the Government had 
happily settled what was likely to be a 
great difficulty at one time; and 
we had now the satisfaction 
of knowing that peace and order pre- 
vailed throughout our new Province of 
Manitoba, and that we would soon see its 
representatives in Parliament prepared to 
take their share in the legislation of our 
common country. Another matter mention- 
ed in the speech was the raid upon an un- 


offending people by bands of Fenian ma- 


rauders. All recollected the excitement 
that arose from one end of the country to the 
other, and the promptness with which our 
volunteers sprung to meet and repel the 
invader. Although the volunteers in the 
‘distant Maritime Provinces were unable to 
aid their fellow subjects of Ontario and 
Quebec Qn that occasion. yet they sym- 
pathized most heartily with their brave 


efforts, and would _— gladly have 
responded to any call that 
might have been made upon their 
services. (Hear, hear.) Now the House 


met under very different circumstances 
compared with those at the close of the 
last Session. No alarm of invasion was 
sounded, but peace reigned from one end 
of the Confederation to the other. The 
people of Manitoba were organizing their 
Government,and preparing to assist in the 
maturing of such measures as would pro- 
mote their own prosperity and at the same 
time strengthen the ties that bind them to 
Canada. Then the House was informed 
by His Excellency that British Columbia 
was asking for admission into the Domin.- 
ion, and that our Territory would soon 
stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
shores. The only portions of British Ame- 
rica that now remained outside of the 
Confederation were the Islands of 
Prince Edward and  Newfouadland, 
but he trusted that they would soon 
see the necessity of uniting their fortunes 
with their sister Colonies. He was con- 
vinced, indeed, that the people of Prince 
Edward Island were already beginning to 
understand the mistake they were making 
in remaining outside of the Union. One 
of the questions in which the Maritime 
Provinces took the deepest interest was 
that respecting the fisheries. It was im- 
possible to discuss the question at that 
stage, when the papers were not before the 
House, but he could say that there was a 
conviction everywhere in Canada that the 
Commission which had been appointed 
would be able to arrive at results which 
would meet with the approval of Canadians, 
1t was with great pleasure that he found 


that Canada was represented in the 
Commission by an_ able statesman, 
who would have to come 


before Parliament, and explain fully the 
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arrangements that might be made. He 
hoped that those arrangements would lead 
to an amicable adjustment of ail the vexa- 
tious questions before the Com mission ere 
many months passed away. As respects 
the Census, there was a univeisal desire 
that it should be as perfect as possible, in 
order that the resources of the Dominion 
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| might be shown to compare favourably 


with those of far older countries. He had 
no doubt himself that the Dominion would 
be proved to be making steady progress, 
equal to, if not greater than that of the 
adjacent States. Reference was also made 
to the assimilation of the Currency; and 
though, as a Nova Scotian, he felt a good 


deal attached to the Currency in 
use in that’ Province, ‘still he 
was prepared to consider __— the 


‘whole question in a fair and impartial 


spirit. He would, of course, prefer to see 
the Nova Scotia currency adopted, but, 
nevertheless, if he and his friends were 
obliged to yield their wishes, it would only 
afford another illustration of the self sac- 
rificing spirit of Nova Scotians (laughter). 
The last and most gratifying portion of 
the speech to many persons would be 
the announcement that the Government 
were able to meet Parliament with a 
largely increased surplus revenue, notwith- 
standing the heavy expenditures they were 
necessarily obliged to meet. No more grati- 
fying statement could be made to the 
friends of Confederation, who had always 
combated the alarmists when they assert- 
ed that the scheme of Union would only 
tend to increase the  burthens 
of the country. The people had 
now experience of the working of the 
Confederation for several years, and no 
one could say that it had failed to 
meet the expectations of those who had 
been its promoters and advocates through 
good and evil report. With such facts 
before the House, they had indeed a cause 


for gratification ; and the country no doubt 


would fully appreciate the efforts of those 
who had been instrumental in bringing 
about such satisfactory results. Much 
more might be said on the subject, but he 
felt it was unnecessary at that time, and he 
would, therefore, content himself with 
moving the following answer to the speech, 
with which His Excellency had been 
pleased to open the Session : 


That the following Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor General ; 
to offer the respectful thanks of this House 
to His Excellency, for the gracious speech 
which His Excelleney has been pleased to 
make to both Houses of Parliament, 
namely :— 


To His Excellency the Right Honourable 
John, Baron Lisgar, of Lisgar and Bail- 
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leborough, in the County of Cavan. 
Ireland, in the Peerage of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and a Baronet, one of Her Majesty’s 
Most Honourable Privy Council, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Or- 
der of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of 
the Most Distinguished Order of Saint 
Michael and Saint George, Governor 
General of Canada, and Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Island of 
Prince Edward. 


May it please Your Excellency : 


We, Her Majesty’s loyal subjects, the 
Senate of Canada, in Parliament assembled, 
respectfully thank Your Excellency for 
your gracious speech at the opening of 
this Session. 

We thank Your Excellency for the ex- 


pression of your satisfaction in meeting us | 
at this, the usual and most convenient | 


season of the year, and under the present 
auspicious circumstances of the country. 


We regret to learn from your Excellency 
that the hope Your Excellency was san- 
guine enough to express at the close of 
the last Session, that no further attempt 
-would be made to disturb our frontier, 
was doomed to early disappointment ; that 
the Session had scarcely closed when law- 
less bands assembled within the United 
States in great numbers, and renewed the 
menace of invasion; and that they ven- 
tured to cross the border at two points. 

It gives us great satisfaction, however, 
to be informed by Your Excellency that 
the invaders were promptly met and re- 
pelled ; that so complete and humiliating 
was the repulse, that they lost heart and 
hope, threw away quantities of arms, and 
fell back to encumber the villages in their 
rear, with their starving and demoralized 
masses: that our Militia rallied at the first 
call to arms with praiseworthy alacrity, 
and the spirit which pervades the country, 
swelled their numbers with volunteers 
from all quarters; and that the gallantry 
displayed and the success achieved, have 
been duly recognized by the highest 
Military authority, and honoured, in grati- 
fying terms of appreciation, by Her Most 
Gracious Majesty. 

Your Excellency having been pleased to 
state that in maintaining the Militia on 
active duty, the Government incurred an 
outlay to a considerable amount beyond 
what was provided by the votes of last 
Session, and that the accounts of the entire 
expenditure for the defence of the fron- 
tier will be laid before us ; we beg leave to 
assure Your Excellency that we will give 
our best attention to any Bill to indemnify 
the Government which Your Excellency 
may cause to be laid before us. 
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We rejoice to hear from Your Excellen. 
cy that your anticipations of success in 
regard to the Act passed for the Govern- 
ment of Manitoba, and the North West 
Territories, and in regard to the Military 
Expedition, which it was necessary to 
despatch, have been fortunately realised : 
that the troops surmounted the difficulties 
of the long and toilsome route with endur- 
ance and intelligence ; that they encoun- 
tered no armed opposition, and their arri- 
val at the Red River was cordially welcom- 
ed by the inhabitants ; that the people of 
the new Province have, under the Consti- 
tution accorded to them last year, assum- 
ed all the duties of self-government, and: 
that every appearance warrants the hope 
that they are entering’ steadily upon a ca- 
reer of peace and prosperity. 

We thank Your Excellency for informing 
us that the Legislature of British Columbia 
has passed an Address to Her Majesty, 
praying for admission into the Union, on 
the terms and conditions therein stated ; 
and we beg to assure your Excellency that 
our earnest attention will be given to the 
papers on this important subject, which 
your Excellency is pleased to say will be 
submitted to us; and it will give us great 
pleasure tofind the terms so fair as to jus- 
tify us in: passing a similar Address, so that 
the boundaries of Canada may, at an early 
day, be extended from the shores of the 
Atlantic Ocean on the one side, to the 
shores of the Pacific on the other, 

Should such an address be adopted, we 
will give our best consideration to the 
question of taking steps to secure the 
early exploration and survey of a route 
for an Interoceanic Railway, with a view to 
its construction in accordance with the 
termsof Union. 

We agree with you: Excellency that the 
acquisition of the North West ‘Territories 
throws upon the Government and Parlia- 
ment of the Dominion theduty of promo- 
ting their early settlement by the encour- 
agement of immigration; and that this 
duty can be best discharged by a liberal 
land policy, and by opening up communi- 
cations through our own country to Mani- 
toba, The means proposed for accomplish : 
ing these purposes, when submitted to us, 
will receive our attentive consideration. 


We thank your Excellency for inferm- 
ing us that Her Majesty's Government 
has decided upon referring the Fishery. 
question, along with other questions 
pending between the two countries, to a 
Joint Commission, to be named by Her 
Majesty’s Government and the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and that on this 
Commission, Canada will be represented ; 
and with your Excellency, we trust that 
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matters in controversy, will lead to their 
satisfactory adjustment. Canada, as your 
Excellency states, urges no demand be. 
yond those to which she is plainly 
entitled by treaty and the law 
of nations; and we rejoice to learn that 
she has pushed no claim to an extreme 
assertion, and only sought to maintain the 
rights of her own people fairly and firmly, 
but in a friendly and considerate spirit, 
and with all due respect to foreign powers 
and international obligations. 


We cordially agree with your Excellency, 
in saying that the thanks of the Country 
are due to the Admiral on the Station and 
those under his command, for the valuable 
and eflicient aid which they rendered to 
our Cruisers, during the past Season, in 
maintaining order and protecting the in- 
shore Fisheries from encroachment. 


We agree with your Excellency in opin- 
ion that the prospect of the adoption of 
an International Currency seems, in the 
present state of Europe to be remote, and 
we thank your Excellency for recom- 
mending us to consider the propriety of 
assimilating the Currency of the Dominion 
without further delay. 


We beg leave to assure your Excellency, 
that any measures which may be submit- 
ted to us for the extension to Manitoba 
of the Militia and other Laws of the Do- 
minion, and their adaptation to the pre- 
sent circumstances of that young Province, 
will receive our best attention. 


We thank your Excellency for inform- 
ing us that the decennial Census will be 
taken on the third day of April next; 
that it is Lelieved that a more thorough 
and accurate system has been adopted 
than any that has hitherto obtained, and 
that it may be necessary to amend the 
Act of last Session in some particulars, 


We shall not fail to give an earnest and 
attentive consideration to the Bills relating 
to Parliamentary Elections, Weights and 
Measures, Insurance Companies, Savings 
Banks, and for the consolidation and 
amendment of Inspection Laws, which 
your Excellency is pleased to inform us 
Hee among other measures, be presented 

oO us. 


We are grateful to your Excellency for 
the assurance that you lay these various 
and weighty matters before us in full 
confidence that they will engage our ma- 
ture attention; and we unite with your 
Excellency in praying that the result of 
our deliberations may, with the Divine 
blessing, prove conducive in all respects 
to the advancement and happiness of the 
country. ; 


Hon. Mr. ARMAND felt grateful for the 
honour conferred upon him in inviting him 
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to second the resolution for an Address 
under the present auspicious circum- 
stances. Thanks to a_ kind Providence 
and to the liberal laws which govern us, 
the country enjoyed peace and prosperity. 
But this prosperity would increase, if the 
Government and people united in en. 
couraging all attempts made to open up 
direct communication between the various 
sections and parts of the Dominion. He 
was happy to know that such attempts 
were now being made. Enterprising 
men, men of large capital, either in- 
dividually or by forming societies, had 
seen the immense advantages to be 
derived by the country trom such 
important works. Railroads were now 
being constructed in various parts of the 
Dominion, but he hoped that the Govern- 
ment would unite with those enterprising 
men he was alluding to. He then referred 
to the necessity of constructing the 
Georgian Bay and Ottawa Canal, by 
means of which the whole of the Western 
trade could be carried, thus opening to 
navigation and agriculture, the immense 
and fertile valley which lies between the 
Bay and the Ottawa District. The hon. 
gentleman then referred to the state of 
our Militia and said that the loyalty 
and patriotism displayed by the 
Volunteers were a source of pride 
to Canada—the alacrity with. which they 
rallied at the first call to arms, and the 
gallantry which they displayed in action 
were gratifying to our national honour, 
—they nobly performed their duty, and 
deserved the praise and gratitude of the 
whole Dominion. Referring to the annex- 
ation of the North-West, he attributed the 
success achieved by the peaceful settle- 
ment of that question, to the liberal policy 
adopted during the last session, with 
regard to the treatment of the inhabitants 
of that Territory. By the annexation of 
the North-West, the limits of the Dominion 
of Canada extended from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, being the largest Territory 
possessed by any nation on the face of the 
earth with the exception of Russia. The 
hon. gentleman then praised the action of 
the Government in bringing in measures 
for the assimilation of the Currency of the 
Dominion, and for the regulating of 
weights and measures, and for the consoli- 
dation and amendment of the Inspection 
laws. These measures, if adopted, would 
no doubt be a great benefit to the country. 
He (Mr. Armand) would not close his re: 
marks without referring to the friendly 
relations which should exist between the 
different national elements which compose 
the population of this great Dominion; if all 
nationalities, French, English, Scotch and 
Irish remained united, then there was 
nothing to be dreaded for the future pros- 
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perity of the country. Many might have 
political opinions differing from their 
neighbours, but all should be united on one 
question, that is, in the upholding of the 
honour of our country, and in endeavourin g 
by every possible means to promote its 
interests. Speaking of the appointment 
of the Anglo-American High Commission, 
in view of the settlement of the ques- 
tions and troubles arising from the 
fisheries, he sincerely trusted and felt 
convinced that the joint efforts of the 
distinguished men who composed that 
Commission, would establish an everlastin g 
peace between the two countries, and 
prove conducive to the advancement and 
prosperity of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said that he did not agree with the gentle. 
men who had just spoken in their lavish 
encomiums of the subject matter of the. 
speech, yet he could heartily join them in 
‘congratulating the country on the success. 
ful repulse of the Fenian invaders last 
summer. T’he Volunteers certainly deserv- 
ed all the credit they received in so 
promptly answering the call of duty. It 
would be remembered also, that on that 
occasion the regular troops took an active 
part in assisting the militia to drive the 
marauding bands from our soil, and our 
thanks were due to them as well as_ to our 
own people. It was, however, very signi- 
ficant that since that time, the British 
regulars had been withdrawn from this 
country and the defence of Canada virtu- 
ally left in the hands of her own people. 
Now he was among those who entertained 

the opinion that when the Government 
met the House during the present Session 
their first duty was to inform the country 
of the reason of this withdrawal, and not 
leave everybody entirely in the dark. It 
was but due to the people of the Dominion 
that they should know the intentions of 
the British Government in relation to the 
future defence of the Dominion—whether 
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we should have to quell rebellions and re- 


pel invasions without aid from the parent 
State. In his opinion this speech was as 
remarkable for its omissions as for its 
enunciations of policy. Certain questions 
were completely ignored. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—You would not 
have the speech longer ? 


Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST— 
How was it that there was no reference to 
the improvement of the Inland Navigation 
of the Dominion ? It was well known that 
the question of improving the navigation 
of the St. Lawrence, and the connection 
between the Gulf and the Bay of Fundy, 
was one of great interest to the people of 
the Dominion, and that it had been re- 
ferred to a number of gentlemen; but 
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still it was not considered worthy of even 
an incidental mention in the Speech. Had 
the Government a policy on the subject or 
had they not? If they had, it was clearly 
their duty to have stated so to the House, 
and not to have ignored a question of such 
vital importance. If they proposed using 
a portion of the surplus revenue which 
they said they had, it was only proper for 
them to have intimated " as much. 
Then there was the measure, so long 
promised, for the establishment of a Su. 
preme Court for the Dominion. During 
the previous Sessions, it had been deemed 
worthy of mention in the speech, but now 
it was consigned to obscurity in company 
with other questions of public importance. 
It had been stated that a bill was actually 
prepared and printed during the recess, 
but now according to all appearance it had 
disappeared entirely. He was glad that 
the difficulty in the North West Lerritory 
had been arranged satisfactorily, and that 
that country now formed a peaceful sec- 
tion of the Dominion. He had always had 
his doubts respecting the policy of send- 
ing the expedition to Red River. If the 
difficulty were really of a very serious cha- 
racter, then the expedition was too small; 


if there was little reason to appre- 
hend trouble, then it was altogether 
unnecessary. Again, reference was 


made tothe Union of British Columbia 
with the Dominion. It was gratifying cer- 
tainly to many persons to see the Dominion 
enlarged in area and increasing in influ- 
ence, but it must not be forgotten at the 
same time that Canada was to defray not 
only the expenses of the local Government 
of British Columbia, but was to bind her. 
self, according to the contemplated ar- 
rangement, to build a railway to the 
Pacific. It had been often said that the 
Intercolonial Railway would be a burthen 
to the people of the Dominion, for a long 
time to come, but here was a project now 
mooted, to quadruple the expense of that 
line—to build a road which would pass 
through a country mostly barren. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—No, no! 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST— 
He was quite prepared to substan- 
tiate his assertion, that the coun- 
try through which such a railway 
would have to pass was barren 
to a great extent, and that such an enter- 
prise could never be made profitable. The 
people of British Columbia might be a very 
loyal people—very anxious to unite with 
Canada ; but he could not understand why 
they should not be willing to join their 
fortunes with the Dominion except at such 
an enormous price. In order to settle certain 
difficulties in the Province of Nova Scotia, 
it has been found necessary to make very 
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considerable concessions to her, over and 
above those in the Actof Union. Now at 
that moment the Province of Quebec was 
remonstrating against an unjust arbitri- 
ment which had lately taken place, and 
would be probably placed in the same 
position as Nova Scotia, and forced to as- 
sume an attitude of hostility to the Union, 
unless her rights were considered in their 
integrity. That question of the arbitra- 
tion was certainly one of great impor- 
tance, and yet’ the Government 
were entirely silent on the subject, while 
it was clearly their duty to enunciate some 


policy in order to set at rest the fears of | 


the people of the Province of Quebec He 
had no intention of going at length into 
that question, but he could not refrain at 
that juncture from entering his protest 
against the action which had been taken 
in that matter. As respects the Fisheries, 
there were several points on which he re- 
quired information. No one could doubt 
that among the varied resources of the 
Dominion, none were more valuable or in- 
exhaustible-than the Fisheries, and it was 
therefore very important that our interests 
respecting them should be carefully pro- 
tected. In common with others, he was 
anxious to know how far the Government 
were cognizant of the movement for the 
meeting of the Commission. Was the 
High Commission to mature an arrange- 
ment which would be a mere repe- 
tition of the Ashburton ‘Treaty, in which 
the rights of the British Provinces had 
been notoriously sacrificed? [England was 


very desirous of coming to some amicable | 
adjustment of the difficulties between her- | 


self and the United States, and was it not 
just possible that her interests might not 
always coincide with those of Canada when 
the questions in dispute were discussed and 
arranged, Under these circumstances he 
did not see hew our rights were to be 


safely confided toa Commission, composed | 


equally of English and American nominees. 


It was not satisfactory to see that the | 


Alabama question, which England was very 
desirous of arranging equitably, was mixed 
up with the question of the Fisheries jn 
which 


she had comparatively little 
interest. True it had been stated 
by the Minister of Marine 


and Fsheries, that the whole strength of 
Great Britain would be exerted to sustain 
our rights to the fishing grounds. At that 
moment he could not say whether that 
honourable gentleman. was prepared to 
assert that the Bi.tish 1. overnment was wil- 
ling to defend the rights of Canada, to the 
extent which he (Mr. Mitchell) bad, to his 
credit, asserted them, (hear). In accord- 
ance with his usage, be would not interpose 
any Obstacle to the pussage of the address 

but would conclude with the expression 
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of the wish that the united labours of both 
sides of the House would tend to promote 
all the great interests of the Dominion. 
He had been among those who had looked 
upon Confederation with suspicion, but 
now that it was un fait accompli it was his 
duty to assist in working it out to the best. 
of his ability. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
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' hon. member who had just sat down had 


spoken in his usual temperate strain, and. 


' the Government would be certainly hyper- 


critical if they complained of the tenor 
ofhisremarks. As respects the complaint 
that no reference was: made in the Speech 
to several topics, it must be remembered 
that the Government were obliged to ex- 
ercise their discretion. The question of 
Canal extension or enlargement was not- 
one which could be satisfactorily men- 
tioned in the Speech, but he would ven- 
ture to say that before the House rose the 
policy of the Government upon that 
subject would be fully explained, and 


that then the hon. member would 
have an opportunity of __criti- 
cising’*'that'” “policy as” fully, » vas 


he could wish. Asrespects the withdraw. 
al of the troops, he would say that it had 
been shown time and again that under all 
circumstances the British Government 
would defend the Deminion with the full 
force of the Empire whenever the occa- 
sion arose. Various British Governments 


| had laid down the policy, which was so 


clearly enunciated that it ought now to 
to be hardly necessary to mention it. 
He felt he only expressed the sentiment 
of the country when he said that the 
people of Canada were always ready to 
repel with their forces any bands of 
Fenians that might invade our soil It 
was true Canada had nothing to do with 
the origin of the difficulties which 
led the Fenians to attempt to strike a 
blow at England on Canadian soil, On this 
account, it might be fairly urged 
that England should contribute a 
fair share of the expenses which Canada 


_had to pay in repelling the invaders from 


her border. The hon. member would find, 
when certain papers were submitted to 
Parliament, that the Government had pot 
been forgetful of their duty in connection 
with this question. 


He was glad to find that the hon. gen- 
tleman rejoiced in the settlement of the 
troubles that at one time threat:ned the- 
peace of Manitoba. Last session he had 
expressed the hope that no blood would 


| be shed, und that the mission of the Ex pe- 


dition would be really one of peace. The 
results of the policy of the Government 
had ben fully as satisfretorily as they had 
Order had ieen restored, 
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and the new Governor had shown that the 
Government had acted most wisely in 
selecting him for so trying a position. 
As respects the strength of the force, it 
was quite sufficient, when we remembered 
the smallness of the whole adult popula- 
tion (not more than 2,500) a very small 
portion of whom were supposed to be dis- 
affected. He was surprised to hear his 
hon. friend deplore the necessity ‘of hay- 
ing a railway between the Atlantic and 
Pacific. That hon. gentleman must know 
that no real union could ever take 
place with british Columbia, unless there 
was adirect communication established be- 
tween her andCan‘da. The country through 
which the railway would have to pass was 
as fertile as any portion of the Western 
States. As faras the base of the Rocky 
Mountains. there was a country, rich in 
soil and well watered; whilst beyond 
those Mountains was British Columbia, 
abounding in mineral and other resources, 


Answer to 


and possessing fine harbours on the 
Pacific shores. So far from 
looking at the Railway as a 


very hazardous enterprize, he was among 
those who believed it most desirable on 
account of the stimulus it must give to 
immigration, agriculture, and commerce 
in a wide and fertile region, now a mere 
wilderness. The hon. gentleman had also 
regre:ted that there was no reference to 


the Arbitration between Ontario and 
Quebec; but he should remember that 
there was uo necessity at present for 
mentioning that topic. it might ulti. 
mitely come before the Government but 


4 present there was no reason at all why 
they sould refer to it, The hcn. member 
was also hardly fortunate in his remarks 
respecting the Fishery Commission, but 
when he came to read the pipers on the 
subject he would see how incorrect 
he was in his inferences. 


Hon.) Mr. LETELLIGR DE ST. JUST 
expiained that he had said that the House 
wis left in the dark whether'the Commis- 
siou had been appointed at the demand, 
and with the previous knowledge of the 
Canadian Government. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Vhe appoint- 
mentofthe Commission was not made 
without the knowledge of the Government. 
It was, it must be admitted on all sides, a 

reat advantage to have Canada represent- 
ra on the Commission. The fishery ques- 
tion was the most prominent topic ostensi- 
bly before the “ommission, 


[FEBRUARY 17, 1871.] 


and why that | 
lt 


was 30, it minht be easily imagined. 
would bein the memory of all, that the | 


Jobneton-Chyendon treaty respecting the 
Alabama claini= was not altopted by the 


Menite ofthe United Stites. and under: 
thore cir um-t:pnees the Biiti-t; Govern- 
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ment might _ have some hesitancy 
ins approaching the Americans 
again directly on that question. 


Then it was proposed to submit the fishery 
question to a Commission, and subsequent- 
ly suggested to refer the Alabama and 
other disputed matters to the same body. 
It was gratifying to the people of Canada 
to know that they would be represented on 
that Commission by one of their «abtest 
statesmen, and’ the report must be un. 
animous in order to have any effect. in the 
decision of the vexatious questions sub- 
mitted tothe Commissioners. It was not 
necessary to say much on the subject of 
the Supreme Court Bill; it had been men- 
tioned in previous speeches, and probably 
the Government felt nothing more could 
be said about it. Ifthe Government de- 
cided to present another Bill, the hon, 
member would have ample opportunity of 
dealing with it in accordance with its 
merits. The hon. member had also express- 
ed a desiré to’ know whether the assistance 
which had been hitherto given us in pro- 
tecting our fisheries would be continued 
for the coming season. fle (Mr. CU.) had 
no doubt that the same instructions which 
were given last year tothe British erui- 
sers would be given next summer; but the 
hon. member must remember that the chief 
protection last season was afforde: really 
by the Canudi:n vessels, (hear, hear). It 
was certainly always desirable to have 
Her Majesty’s vessels in the neighbour- 
heod, in order to guird against conting- 
encies, and to show any 11) disposed per- 
sons the impossibility of successfully 
resisting lawfully constituted authority. 
Hon, Mr, LETECLIER DE .T. JUST 
explained that the greater portion of the 
country ltetween Collingwool and the 
Rocky Mountains was notoriously anfit for 


cultivation. Even the country between 
Fort Li Corne and Muckeuzie River was 
only useful for settlement to » limited 


extent. [He mide there assertions fron a 
knowledge of the country. derived from 
persons ‘who had travelled over it, and 
studied its capabilities. As respects the 
question of the Fisheries, he woul’ have 


preferred un answ.r ‘from the Minister of 


| Murine who would probably have been 


more free in his communications thin the 
Postmaster General, whose mode of get- 
topic was well 
ungierstood by the House. 

Hon. wr. MILCHELL---There is ample 
time before the Session closes. 
Mr. DICKEY said that it would 
consistent with the interests of the 
Provinees were he to allow the 
reference toa 


ton. 
not be 


debate to close without a 

) : s ph Beri tort el lads 
subject of such vital Importance to tose 
Provincos as the question of the Fisieries. 
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That question had now become of national 
importance—one involving the honour and 
interests of this section of the Empire. 
He did not propose to argue the question 
of right, for the argument was all on one 
side. It was certainly important on the 
eve of the assembling of the Commission, 
to state the grounds on which we stcod 
prepared to defend our position. The 
people of the Maritime Provinces held 
with his hon. friend from Quebec that our 


title to these inestimable treasures of the, 


sea, was as valid as our right to the mines 
and forests of the land. (Hear, hear.) 
He did not believe for a moment that the 
British Government any more than our 
own was prepared to barter away those 
rights without any material equivalent. 
During many years past we had shown that 
we were willing to share these privileges 
with others on equitable terms, and now 
all we asked was that these Fisheries 
should not be given away without our re- 
ceiving a quid pro quo. (Hear, hear). lt 
was well known, for many years, seizures 
were made, and adjudications passed upon 
those seizures, without remonstrance; our 
title, apart from the question of headlands, 
had never been called into doubt, As re- 
spects the question of headlands, he was 
happy to find that it had been left in 
abeyance by the Minister of Fisheries, and 
that therefore no difficulty had arisen on 
that point. Who could doubt, however, 
that if any of our fishermen were to 
put into Chesapeake Bay  to-mor- 
row, and commence fishing, they 
would be treated to avery snort shrift. 
As respects the Bay of Chaleurs, it was a 
question for natural concession and com. 
promise. He was glad to hear from the 
hon. Postmaster General that the Govern- 
ment had thought it right to ask the 
British Government to contribute towards 
the expenses of the recent Fenian inva- 
sion, which had been so gallantly repelled 
by our Volunteers. He would have been 
better pleased, however, if there had been 
a demand made upon another Government 
for allowing their citizens to invade a 
friendly and unoffending people. It would 
be remembered how, some years ago, in 
the case of the St. Alban’s Raid—with 
which Canadians had nothing whatever to 
do—the government generously reimburs- 
ed the losses which the Americans sus- 
tained. He would therefore like to know 
why we were not now entitled to the same 
amount of consideration from a country, 
whose citizens—-not foreigners and strangers 
to the soil— had so unwarrantably invaded 
Canada. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
This will be one of the claims submitted to 
the Commission, 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—It ought certainly 

Hon. Mr. Dickey. 
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to be placed before them. ‘The American 
Government was clearly responsible to us, 
inasmuch as it never took proper precau- 
tions to prevent those raids. He could 
not sit down without expressing his grati- 
fication at the statement in the Speech re- 
specting the condition of the revenue, and 
the prospect of a reduced taxation. He 
hoped, under these circumstances, the 
Government would see their way clear to 
abolish the newspaper postage and the 
stamp duty. As respects the Bay Verte 
Canal, to which reference had been made, 
he was quite satisfied to know that a sur- 
vey was now being made of that contem. 
plated work, and that it was also one of the 
questions under the consideration of the 
Commission appointed some months ago. 


Hon. Mr. HOLMES could not refrain 
from saying a few words expressive of his 
gratification at the satisfactory results of 
the political and financial management of 
the affairs of the Dominion by the present 
Government. He was not among those 
who believed that the British Government 
would ever desert these colonies—it was 
quite sufficient for us to know that England 
had never yet done so. He was surprised 
to hear one hon. member (Mr. Letellier) 
doubt the advisability of constructing a rail- 
way to British Columbia, and in this connec- 
tion he referred to the benefits of railway 
communications in new countries. When 
the Province of Nova Scotia had a compar- 
atively small population and revenue she 
went to large expenditures to construct 
railways ; and was it to be said that the 
Dominion, with its enormous resources, 
was not equal to the building of a road 
which was of itself indispensable to her 
unity and progress. It would be, indeed, 
an auspicious day in the history of this 
country, when we should see the Atlantic 
bound to the Pacifice by iron rails laid 
through British territory. He rejoiced to 
find that the revenues of Canada were so 
prosperous, and hoped that tax on know- 
ledge—newspaper postage— would now be 
repealed, since there was a promise of re- 
duced taxation. 


The resolution embodying the Address 
was then adopted. 


It was resolved that the Address should 
be presented to His Excellency by such 
members of the House as are members of 
the Privy Council. 


ENQUIRY. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN asked permission to 
put an enquiry to the Government re- 
specting the last appointment to the 
Ministry. It was well understood that Sir 
Edward Kenny represented a certain por- 
tion of the population, namely, the Eng- 
lish speaking Catholics. When tke late 


Al Routine 
Mr. McGee was offered a seat in the 
Cabinet, he waived his claim in favour of 
the Hon. Mr. Kenny. He must 
express his opinion that that body to 
whom he was referring were sufficiently 
influential to be represented in the 
Council. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Government had to regret that in making 
the appointment in question—that of the 
Hon. Dr. Tupper to the Presidency of the 
‘Council—they were not able to recognize 
‘the claims of the body in question. It 
was of course a great advantage. and the 
Government fully appreciated it, to have 
that class of the population represent- 
ed in the Administration of the day. 
Unfortunately they were now deprived of 
that advantage, but. nevertheless the in- 
terests and feelings of that body would 
always receive the fullest and fairest con. 
sideration at their hands. 


The House then adjourned until Mon. 
day at 3 o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Fripay, Feb. 17, 1871. 
The House met at three o'clock. 


After a petition from ex-Postmaster 
Sewell for an indemnity, had been read 


LACHINE CANAL BRIDGE. 


The Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the 
‘Grand Trunk Railway had asked permission 
to erect an additional bridge on or near 
the Lachine Canal, at the Wellington 
Bridge, Montreal, and if so, when the per- 
“mussion was applied for and when granted. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Railway 
‘Company was allowed to cross the canal 
with a swing bridge at Wellington street, 
to be built at the place and in the stead of 
‘the existing bridge, and subject to the con- 
~ditions he would lay before the House, 
which were as follows: 

Ist. That the railway track on the south 
‘side of the canal shall, as far as practicable 
follow the line of Wellington street from 
the limit of government property form- 


ed by St. Etienne street to proposed swing | 


bridge. 

2nd. That said bridge be built by the 
Grand Trunk, subject to the approval of 
the Minister of Public Works, with its 
railway track in the centre ; the said track 
to be planked to the upper end of the 
rails, so as to be available for ordinary traffic 
when trains are crossing the bridge. 


3rd. The Grand Trunk shall bind itself to 
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the Minister of Public Works shall deter- 
mine, and to extend its railway track thence 
to the harbour of Montreal within twelve 
months from the Ist May next. 

4th. The Grand Trunk also to conform to 
all such other conditions and regulations 
as the Minister of Public Works from time 
to time may deem necessary for the safety 
and convenience of the public, and for the 
full use of the canal. 


Hon, Mr. HOLTON—When was the per- 
missl0n applied for, and when granted ? 
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—Applied for on 


17th January, 1871, and granted 28th 
January. 


GRAND TRUNK. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved for returns of 
statements, showing the gross earnings of 
the Grand Trunk Railway during certain 
years. Carried. 


MANITOBA CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved an address for 
copies of: all instructions to Lieutenant. 
Governor Archibald also copies of all 
reports and official correspondence 
between the Lieutenant-Governor, and the 
Dominion Government from the date of 
his appointment. 


Hon.Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said that 
while ne objection would be urged to fur- 
nishing the returns asked for, it would be 
as well to mention exactly the papers 
which were wanted. There was a 
very large amount of correspondence con- 
tinually passing between the Local Govern- 
ment and the Dominion Government, only 
a portion of which could be of’ any service 
to the hon. member. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he only wished to 
obtain that portion relative to the new 
system of Government, the division of the 
Province into electoral districts, and every- 
thing, in fact, connected with the new 
order of things. He did not want the 
formal correspondence. 

Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER called 
the attention of the honourable member 
to the fact that Lieutenant Governor 
Archibald was the Governor of the North 
West Territory as well as of Manitoba. 


Lhe motion was amended in accordance 
with the suggestion, and carried. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS submitted the pub- 
lic accounts for the year (applause). 
Mr. MACKENZIE—It will save u a 
great deal of trouble. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS also laid on the 
table details of expenditure for the de- 


-complete the said bridge at such period as | fence of the country. 


+ 


Q 
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Mr. MACKENZIE—Perhaps the hon. 
member will give us details of all the ex- 
penditure from the fund tor unforseen 
expenses. 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said they would be 
submitted in a few days. 


MOTIONS.—BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved for an address 
for copies of all correspondence between 
the Government and British Columbia, 
its delegates, or the Imperial Government 
relative tothe admission of such colony 
into the Dominion; also copies of all 
orders in council or other documents re- 
lating to such negotiation. —Carried. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved for an order 
of the House for copies of all Ten- 
ders for Works on the Intercolonial 
Railwey since the last return, and in the 
same form ; also copies of advertisements 
calling for such Tenders, the names of the 
newspapers in which such advertisements 
were inserted, and amount paid for same; 
also copies of Tenders received for loco- 
motives or other rolling stock, and for rails 
with the same information regarding ad- 
vertisements; also a statement showing 
the number of engineers, and engineers’ 
assistants, pay-masters and other employees 
in each District and Section on the Ist day 
of July 1870, and also the number of men 
employed in each Contract Section on that 
day ; also copies of all reports of Engin- 
eers, Commissioners or others regarding 
the change made from the route selected 
by Major Robinson between Bathurst and 
the Miramichi River ; also copies of all 
Correspondence between the Railway Com- 
missioners and the Government, relative 
to contracis and all orders in Council rela- 
tive to such correspondence or contracts. 
—Carried, 


CORRESPONDENCE ON NORTH WEST. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved for an address 
to His Excellency the Governor General 
for copies of all correspondence between 
the Dominion Government and the Imper- 
ial Government concerning the North 
West Territories since November Ist, 1869 
with Copies of all orders in Council or 
other documents relative thereto ; also 
copies ot all Correspondence with the Com- 
mander-in-chief and the Commanding 
Officer of the Expedition, and copies of 
all orders in Council or other documents 
relating to the expedition; also a state- 
ment in detail ofall expenses incurred in 
connection with sending the Military ex- 
pedition giving the names of parties re- 
celving money, and stating the nature of 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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the service and whether by contract or. 
otherwise,—Carried. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved an address. 
for copies of all correspondence, reports of 
engineers, or other documents, relating to 
the leasing by the Government to the 
Montreal Warehousing Company of a lot 
of land bordering on the Lachine Canal. 
He said he feared the Government had 
committted a serious error in regard to 
this matter. Five or six years ago a lot of 
land on the Lachine Canal had been pur-- 
chased by the Government for the exten- 
sion of harbor facilities in Montreal. It 
was allowed to lie fallow, so to speak,a long. 
time, but during last summer or autumn was 
leased to a private company, the Montreal . 
Warehousing Company for a long term of* 
years, as he was informed, at a rental con-- 
siderably less than the interest on the cost. 
of thelot. The Government were mistak- 
en in leasing, or lending this lot at all to 
private parties. But admitting they were- 
right in diverting it from publicto private 
uses, it should have been put up to public 
competition. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN thought no 
opinion should have been given in this- 
matter till the papers were laid before the- 
House. A discussion would then be in. 
order. He had no doubt those pa- 
pers would satisfy the House the- 
Government had acted right in this mat-- — 
ter. 

The motion wag carried. 


Business. 


THE SILVER QUESTION. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON then moved for a 
statement of the amount of American 
silver withdrawn from circulation and the 
details of the expenses, and so forth, 
thereby incurred ; and also a statement 
showing the total amount of the new issue 
of silver coin, the cost of coinage and the 
profit to the Government resulting from. 
the issue. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said there could be no- 
objection to giving this information. But he 
thought he would only do right in taking 
the earliest opportunity of stating what the 
action of the Government had been with. 
respect to the removal of this coin. He- 
would not enlarge at present on the very. 
great loss and inconvenience to the coun- 
try, resulting from the circulation of this 
American silver. On his acceptance of 
office, he found that the subject engaged 
the very serious consideration of the 


House during the previous session. 
He — found that during that 
Session a large special com- 


mittee had been appointed, of which the- 
hon. member tor North Oxford was the 
chairman, for the purpose of investigating . 


45 The Silver 
the matter. They reported a number of 
resolutions, and recommended that the 
plan adopted by Government in 1868, by 
which silver to the amount of one million 
was purchased and exported, be again 
tried, or that the Government should in 
some way withdraw silver to the amount 
of five millions from the circulation of the 
country. The last resolution 
was not adopted by the House, and it 
seemed to him that the plan adopted by 
his predecessor did not meet with their 
approval. From the best information that 
he (Sir Francis) could obtain—and he 
might say that the result’ had rather con. 
firmed his impression—the estimated 
amount of silver in the country which had 
been in circulation for a period of about 
five years past, was something about 
$10,000,000. Under the operations of Mr. 
Wier, it cost a good deal to remove the 
silver from circulation. When the Gov- 
ernment took up this matter, they were of 
opinion that it was exceedingly desirable 
that the public should be put to as 
little cost as possible. He believed 
that a scheme could have been 
devised for removing the silver, by which 
the country would incur no expense, but 
it would have been opposed. It would be 
remembered that the coin was received 
in the first place at four per cent, after- 
wards it was increased to five and then to 
six per cent, at which it stopped, and, he 
might say, after all the coin had been re- 
ceived. If it had been put down to six 
per cent at first, it would have paid all 
the expenses of removal. He would like, 
before sitting down, to call the attention 
of the House to the enormous loss which 
the public sustained by the circulation of 
this silver. ‘Chey knew that nine millions 
of dollars were exported, and it was esti. 
mated that between one and a 
quarter and one and a half mil- 
lions of dollars remained in 
circulation in the country. Therefore, 
there was upwards of ten millions in cir- 
culation. Now, from the best information 
he could obtain, six millions of this amount 
changed hands every month, which would 
give for the twelve months of the year, a 
circulation of $72,000,000. He saw his 
hon. friends (Hon. Mr. Holton and Mr, 
Mackenzie) smiling, but he would tell 
them that estimate had been careiully pre- 
pared. On this $72,000,000. at the 
broker’s rate } per cent. commission, there 
was an actual loss of $180,000 per year, 
which would give for the five years a loss 
of $900,000. But that was not the whole 
loss. There was besides a loss of four per 
cent which might be fairly calculated, 


making a total loss during the 
five years of between fourteen 
and fifteen millions of dollars. 
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gentlemen opposite smiled, and no doubt 
would argue that if one class of persons 
lost another gained this money. Hewould 
not deny the fact, but there was an actual 
loss on the six millions of dollars in circu- 
lation, nevertheless. It displaced six mil- 
lions of bank notes, and thereby diminished 
the actual amount of the capital of the 
country by six millions. If 1t was an ad- 
vantage to the country to employ the 
paper to take the place of gold, it must be 
so. 
Mr. MILLS—Is not silver capital ? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER~It 
depreciated capital. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—It was clear that 
six millions in bank notes could 
not be employed, owing to _ the 
circulation in the country of foreign sil- 
ver, 


Mr. MACKENZIE—That is, it reduced 
the profits of the banks on that amount. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—It'was a loss to the 
country at large, and he therefore entered 
into communication with Mr. Wier, of Mon- 
treal, whose name had been brought into 
discussion last year, to see whether the 
silver could be removed without any risk 
whatever to the public, on the same terms 
and at the same cost as in his previous 
operation On one million dollars, the ac- 
counts of which had been laid before the 
House, and had been considered unob- 
jectionable by the Committee. He had 
the satisfaction of knowing thet although 
the cost of removing $4,800,000 under this 
operation was verynearly the same as in 
the other case, still the difference was 
slightly in favor of the last. Of course, a 
great deal of this silver was sold at a loss 
in New York, upon the price paid for it 
here, in consequence of the pressure on 
the New York market having reduced the 
price. In anticipation of the papers com. 
ing down,- he would not say anything 
further on this matter on the present oc- 
casion, With reference to the new coinage, 
he would remark that steps were taken, 
at the earliest moment, to have it issued 
to exactly the same value as the previous 
money issued under an order in Council. 
He might say with regard to the com- 
position of the coin, that it was standard 
silver, which was made of something like 
twelve and a fraction parts of pure silver, 
with an alloy of one part of copper. It 
was bought by the mint at the rate of 5s. 
and 2d, per ounce, which would be 62 
shillings per pound standard silver. The 
mint coined it and issued it at an advance 
of six percent. The amount coined for 
this country was $750,000. Of course, 
there were various charges on it, but he 
was happy to say there was a profit on the 
operation of something like $14,000, and 


was 
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be would remark here, that if any one 
would carry out the calculation, he would 
perceive that if Canadian coin to the 
amount of $4,80U,000 (the amount of for- 
eign silver exported) had been brought 
into the country, they would 
have cleared all expenses. But 
there were reasons why this was not ad- 
visable. It would, if carried out, have re- 
sulted in depreciating the silver in value. 
As far as his information went, he heard 
from time to time that when the banks 
wanted to pay out silver, people asked 
them for fractional notes instead. The 
public seemed not to be so entirely dis- 
pleased with the notes as the honourable 
member for Lambton was, still the Gov- 
ernment had shown no disposition to force 
this fractional currency into circulation. 
On the contrary, he was sure there would 
be no trouble in largely increasing the 
circulation ; but he quite agreed with the 
honourable member opposite that nothing 
could have a worse effect than to have the 
supply in excess of the demand. They 
were received at the banks and were not 
allowed to go out again into circulation 
when it could possibly be avoided. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON had no desire, in 
asking for those returns, to find fault with 
the Hon. Finance Minister. It was a de- 
sirable object to export the foreign silver 
from the country, and some of the steps 
taken by the hon. gentleman, while not 
being exactly what he would have ap- 


proved of himself, were good (hear, hear). | 


The question arose, though, if the hon. 
gentleman had dune so well this year, why 
it was that the other hon. gentlemen on 
the Treasury benches did not do so long 
ago, and prevent such loss to the country 
(laughter). ‘‘he hon. gentlemen could 
not escape the responsibility of hav- 
ing inflicted on the country all 
this loss and inconvenience. With re- 
ference to that part of his motion relating 
to the fineness of the new silver, his object 
was to show the amount of base metal the 
Government were authorizing into circula 
tion as the legal tender of the country. 
There could be no difficulty in arriving at 


this knowledge for he took it for granted | 


that the order in Council authorizing the 
issue must show the percentage of alloy 
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used in the coin and he thought the | 


House was entitled to know precisely that 
percentage. By the first part of the mo- 
ton, he simply wished to ascertain what 
amount of American silver had been with- 
drawn and at what cost. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, with 
regard to the attack made on 


the Government for not having taken 
this measure sooner, he thought if the 


Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 


_ as possible. 
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he would see that it wasonly last year the 
Goverment were in a position to doit. If he 
(Sir Francis)had to take the s:mecourse his 
predecessor had been compelled to do— 
to go into the market and sell bonds at a 
discount of two per cent—he would have 
shrunk from deing so. The reason why 
he (Sir Francis) had undertaken it was be- 
cause the Goverament had greater means 
at their command, and were better able to 
carry out the scheme. Mr. Wier could not 
carry it on without borrowing money at a 
large per cent. of interest from the banks, 
and it was for that reason thit he had not 
succeeded. 


Mr. JOSEPH DUFRESNE thought the 
removal of the American silver had an ex- 
cellent effect upon the trade of the coun- 
try. ‘The need of its withdrawal was pres- 
sing, and the mode adopted had admirably 
answered the purpose in view. The coun- 
try generally was satisfied with the results 
achieved, whatever the brokers may think, 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the Fin- 
ance Minister had reason to congratulate 
himself on the success of his scheme for 
the removal of the silver. That honour- 


able gentleman had undertaken his 
(Sir A. a Galt’s) defence. 
Now he did. not think he required 


any defence of his conduct while Finance 
Minister. He had only been in office two 
years from 1862, and‘should not be charg- 
ed with the whole blame of the state of 
the currency up to the removal of the de- 
preciated silver. ; 


The motion was then carried. 


THE FISHERY QUESTION. 


Hon. Sir A.T. GALT asked for copies of all 
correspondence between the Governments 
of the Dominion and England since 12th 
Feb., 1870, on the subject of the fisheries, 
and of the proposed Imperial and United 
States Joint Commission, with the minutes 
of Council relating to the same. He said 
there was not as correct an idea prevalent, 
with regard to the submission of corres- 
pondence, as there ought to be. The 
fault committed here was one of reticence. 
All correspondence with the English 
Cabinet not marked by it ‘private and 
contidential’’ should be brought down. 
In this case there was a great 
need of as much frankness 
There was a feeling of un- 


_ easiness abroad in regard to the Fisheries. 
Ifthe Government had confidence on the 
| Subject, it could only spring from the 
_contents ofthe correspondence that had 


| (hear hear), 


_ country at large shoul i I 
hon. gentleman would only reflect a little, | y ‘ Wid De: Poh Po ta 


taken place with the Imperial authorities 
It was quite as important the 


sion of it, so that it should experience 
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similar confidence (cheers). Indeed it 
Waseven more important. The English 


practice was to bring down correspondence 
far more fully than we had done usually. 
As to the most important questions with 
which the British Government had 
recently been engaged, it 
had not waited the assembling of Parlia- 
ment, but had made public its correspon- 
dence through the medium of the press 
(hear, hear). He need but cite the recent 
communications with Prince Gortschakoft 
and the American Secretary of State, the 
one on the Eastern and the other on the 
questions between the States and England. 
He would lke, m particular, to see the 
Ee on or order in council of March 23rd 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD adunitted 
it had been the practice of late, in Eng- 
land, to be very free in the matter of the 
publication of correspondence. He him- 
self thought the practice proper and bene- 
ficial. His own customary phrase on such 
occasions — ‘all papers that could 
be brought down without detriment to the 
public service,” was not prompted by any 
desire to withhold from Parliament or the 
country information to which they were 
entitled, and which could with any pru- 
dence be asked. The phrase was more 
one of form than anything else, and with 
regard to the present papers, meant no- 
thing unbecoming the importance of this 
question or the rights of the Legislature. 
He had no objection to send down all the 
documents which the public interests 
warranted. He thought there would be 
no difficulty about this despatch. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he observed a 
statement in a recent pamphlet by a gen- 
tleman lately acolleague of hon. gentlemen 
on the treasury benches, to the 
effect that it had been a practice of theirs 
to keep back or mutilate papers demand- 
ed by members. There was no denying 
the impression prevalent in this House, 
that papers had been withheld that should 
not have been. Any one who looked over 
the Imperial blue-books could see that 
papers _ usually refused Canadian 
members, could be had a month or 
two afterwards through those compila- 
tions. Last year he moved for correspon- 
dence concerning the defence of the 
country, which we were told could not be 
brought down. Constant reiteration 
seemed necessary to success. Papers 
should be available as soon as the circum- 
stances of the country justified their pro- 
duction (hear, hear). 

Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
as to the recent pamphlet by a former col- 
league, who he could be he had no 
curiosity to know, but he was satisfied 


5 


[FEBRUARY 17, 1871,] 


Question. 50 
that no former colleague of his would have 
possibly submitted to any mutilation of 
papers while in office, and that if any 
mutilation had since been effected, he 
could know nothing about it (laughter 
and cheers). 


Mr. MACKENZIE—As to that he had no 
knowledge; nor was it any of his business 
(laughter). 


THE DEFENCE QUESTION. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT proposed his last mo- 
tion for all correspondence, orders in coun- 
cil, and other papers relating to the mission 
of the Hon. Alex. Campbell to England, 
and his report thereon. He said he wished 
for explanations regarding the important 
subjects covered by the papers asked for 
here. He was not aware that when the 
House was prorogued last session the 
question of defence stood in any different 
position from that of 1865, the year of the 
mission to England on this subject. The 
agreement we then entered into was that 
Canadashould maintain a sufficient militia 
force, and undertake the erection of forti- 
fications at places west of Quebec and 
elsewhere. England assumed the forti- 
fication of Quebec and the armament of 
all the defences. There was a general as- 
surance given that on Canada’s de- 
voting to thedefence of the country 
all her resources in men and money, Eng. 
land would help her with all the forces at 
her command. A plan of defence em- 
bracing land and naval preparations 
was also agreed upon. In conformity with 
that agreement Canada passed an Act pro- 
yiding for fortifications. No action thereon 
had been taken, nor had the Government 
declared what it intended. From the 
omission of the subject from the speech he 
presumed it was not the intention of 


Ministers to bring the matter before 
Parliament. Up to the close of last 
session no statement was made as 


to any change in the relations between 
England and Canada on the subject of her 
defence. Immediately after the country 
was startled by the removal of the troops. 
No one would desire their retention here 
for the mere purposes of the colonies. If 
kept, they ought to be strictly kept for 
Imperial purposes, For local purposes 
we should supply the whole means ef 
defence. But the circumstances which 
justified the proposal to remove the great- 
er part of the troops were suddenly altered 
by the recurrence of the Fenian raid, 
in the repulsion of which the 
troops were extremely valuable 
as coadjutors of our Militia. Theorder for 
their withdrawal within a few hours after 
the repulse of the Fenians, certainly ex- 
cited a strong feeling of uneasiness 
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throughout the country. He believed 
that the Government, perceiving the exis- 
tence of this uneasiness, desired to have 
explanations respecting the recall of the 
troops from the Imperial Government—at 
least the papers so stated—and hence the 
mission of Mr. Campbell to England. He 
(Sir A. T. Galt) desired to know Mr. 
Campbell’s instructions, and the re- 
sult of his mission. His return 
was followed by steps in direct contraven- 
tion of the agreement made in 1865 with 
the Imperial Government. A transfer of 
the forts and military material was made 
to the Colonial Government. Guns and 
other warlike necessaries were shipped to 
England in violation ef the agreement that 
the armament for our fortifications should 
be provided at herexpense. The defence 
of the country was, of course, rendered 
more difficult by the removal of those 
materials. We have not ourselves large 
military stores in our possession; 
nor was it expected we should 
have. Their removal materially affected 
the ability of this country to defend itself, 
He thought there must have been expla- 
nations required and given with regard to 
the causes that led to the adoption of 
that policy. However, notwithstanding the 
many reasons for the stationing of a mili. 
tary force for a time at Red River, within 
a few days after the arrival of the expedition 
there, it was withdrawn. Was it with the 
recommendation of the Canadian Govern- 


ment? The article in ‘ Blackwood” on 
this Expedition had received a 
good deal of attention from its 


supposed origin with the distinguished 
commander of that force. He (Sir A. T. 
Galt) would not have noticed it but for 
this circumstance, and the gross injustice 
therein done the public men and people 
of Canada. Its language was a malicious 
Slander upon them, as none could fairly 
say that a colonial politician was a syno- 
nym for acorrupt individual, (cheers). 
He could not believe the commander of 
the expedition guilty ofsuch an insult 
and slander unless confronted by the 
clearest proof. The correspondence 
he asked for should show why this change 
of policy had taken place; why the troops 
had been withdrawn, and were we ex- 
pected to complete these fortifications, and 
generally why the engagement of 1865, 
thatall the resources of the Empire would 
be employed in our defence, should have 
been modified. Ifthe Government pOssess- 
ed this information they were bound to give 
it to the public, that every one might 
know whether, hereafter, as 
in high places in England alleged, 
the defence of this coantry 


to be confined to naval efforts (cheers) 


Hon. Sir A. T. Galt. 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer. He (SirA. 
T. Galt) was sorry to say he thought the 
course taken towards these Colonies indi- 
cated that that was the policy of the Im- 
perial Government, and could not believe 
our Ministers ignorant of what it intended 
doing in this respect; and, ifso informed, 
he asked the papers for the purpose of 
relieving the minds of the people on the 
subject. If, on the other hand, the Im- 
perial Government, did not entertain such 
a policy for the defence of Canada, we 
were entitled to know it at the earliest 
possible day (cheers). 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said _ it 
would have been well to ask for all papers 
connected with the defence of the coun- 
try, to which the mission of the Post- 
master General was related. He was glad 
of this motion, which enabled the Govern- 
ment to produce more papers than might 
otherwise have been procurable. ‘The. 
policy of 1865 between both countries re- 
specting the defence of Canada still ex- 
isted. The despatch respecting our de- 
fence did not certify the amount of the 
force to be kept in Canada. The Imperial 
Government reserved to itself the right of 
deciding where its forces should be 
stationed, and what disposition should 
be made of them for the benefit of the 
Empire. Now the recent policy of Eng- 
land had been one of concentration. The 
despatches soon to be laid before this Par- 
liament would show that, notwithstanding 
the withdrawal of the troops, Britain still 
stood pledged to defend this country 
(hear, hear). 

Mr. F. JONES said that all the recent 
acts of Great Britain--her whole policy, 
in fact, showed there was no disposition. 
whatever to abandon her responsibility for 
the defence of Canada. This discussion 
was therefore quite irrelevant, it being cal- 
culated to throw injurious doubts on 
Britain’s intentions and immemorial policy. 


A message from His , Excellency was 
read notifying the House of the appoint- 
ment of Hon. Joseph HOWE, in the place 
of Hon. William Macdougall, C. B., to act 
with the Speaker of the House of Commons. 
as Commissioner under the Act respecting 
the internal economy of the House. 

Ihe House then adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
till Monday next. i 


Question. 


THE SENATE. 
Monpay, February 20th, 187]. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at three 


some | o'clock. 


ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS. 
A petition was presented from the 


nde Dominion Bo: T i 
This was the statement attributed to the | 1 ob od ee ee DOE Veh he 


repeal of certain duties on coal, flour, &c. 
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Also, a petition from C. W. Taylor, of 
the city of Ottawa, praying -for employ- 
ment in the Senate. 
Hon. Mr. AIKINS laid on the table a 
return of all bonds and securities registered 
in the Department of the Secretary of 


_ State of the Provinces. 


_Hon. Mr. TESSIER gave notice of mo- 
tion for a return of certain papers respect- 
ing the arbitration between Ontario and 


Quebec. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN gave notice of motion 
for return respecting copyrights. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST al- 
lowed his motion respecting Fisheries to 
‘stand over until to-morrow. 


ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELIL—I rise for the 
purpose of moving, in accordance with the 


notice on the paper, that an address ot | 


congratulation be presented to His Ex. 


-cellency the Governor General on _ his 


elevation to the Peerage of the United 
Kingdom. It must be gratifying to His 
Excellency to have received addresses of a 
similar character from the Legislatures 


of Gntario and Quebec, and I have no 


doubt others will be sent him by the 
other Provinces. I am quite sure every 
member of the House will cordially unite 
in the feeling of satisfaction to which this 
address gives expression. His Excellency’s 
services have extended over various parts 
of the world, and every one must be aware 


that they have been ofa distinguished 


nature. The honour now conferred upon 
him we may safely conclude, has been 
given him in consequence of hisservices in 
this country ; and we have, therefore, pe- 
culiar reason to be gratified. With these 
few words I beg leave to move the follow- 
ing address : 


“We, ‘Her Majesty’s faithful 
and loyal subjects the Senate of 
Canada, in Parliament assembled, beg 
leave to approach Your Excellency with 
the expression of our sincere congratula- 
tions on Your Excellency’s elevation to 
the Peerage of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. We unfeign- 
edly hope that Your Excellency may long 
live to enjoy the distinguished honour 
which our Sovereign has been pleased so 
graciously and so worthily to bestow.”’ 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—It 
is gratifying to me to second the motion 
just moved by the Hon. Postmaster Gen- 


eral. The mark of distinction which His 
Excellency has received is due 
to his ability in the  diseharge 


of his duties in the Government of the 
Dominion. I find, on referring to the re- 
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cord of his services, that he was elected very 
many years ago, as member for the County 
of Cavan. He was Joint Secretary of the 
Treasury from 1841 to 1844, Subsequent- 
ly he became Chief Secretary for Ireland 
from 1852 to 1855, and High Commission- 
er of the Ionian Islands from 1855 to 1859, 
We next find him Governor of New South 
Wales, where he remained from 1860 to 
1867: and then Governor General of 
Canada since 1868. I may perhaps ap- 
propriately add to these remarks that he 
has been true to the motto on his arms: 
“ Robori prudentia prestat.” 

The Address then passed unanimously, 
and it was ordered that it be presented to 
His Excellency by such members as are 
members of the Privy Council. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monpay, February 20th, 1871. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:10 
p.m. 

After Routines. 

Mr. CRAWFORD (N. Leeds), in the 
absence of Mr. Abbott, introduced a Bill 
to amend the Acts respecting Banks and 
Banking. 

Mr. DUFRESNE introduced a Bill 
to facilitate the incorporation of the insti- 
tutien Credit Foncier. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS laid on the 
table the charter of the Royal Canadian 
Bank. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT introduced a Bill 
for the better protection of navigable 
rivers. 

Mr. MILLS introduced a Bill to render 
the members of the Legislative Council 
and Assembly of the Local Legislatures in- 
eligible to seats in this House. 

Also, a Bill to provide for the Extradi- 
tion of criminals of other countries. 

Mr. IRVINE presented the final report 
of the Hochelaga Election Committee, 
declaring Hon. Mr. Dorion, the sitting 
member duly _ elected, and the 
petition against his election, “ frivolous 
and vexatious.”’ 

In reply to Mr. Blake, 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said it was 
not the intention of the Government to 
introduce this session a measure for the 
trial by Judges of controverted elections. 


THE RED RIVER EXPEDITION. 


Mr. STEPHENSON asked whether any 
portion of the Volunteer force at present 
stationed in the Province of Manitoba has 
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been, or is likely soon to be, recalled from 
there, and if so, what battalion is to be 
reduced, and to what extent; and if both 
are to be reduced in what proportion is 
the reduction to be made ; also whether in 
the announced land policy any portion of 
the public lands in Manitoba will 
probably be allotted to the Volunteers 
now in that Province, andif so, what pro- 
bable quantity per man, and under what 
conditions such allotments will be made? 


Hon. Sir GEO. CARTIER replied that as 
early as the beginning of January last the 
Government considered the expedience of 
maintaining the two battalions. They de- 
cided all but two companies should be dis- 
banded about the first of May. Each 
company was to have three officers, a 
captain and two lieutenants. 

Some Member—And a Chaplain. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Who said 
Chaplain? (Laughter.) He supposed it 
was the member for Gloucester, who, with 
others had made a great ado about a Chap- 
lain. The House would hear more about it 
before the Session closed. ‘The companies 
would be maintained for six months, 
and six months longer if the Government 
considered their retention necessary. ‘The 
volunteers who remained in the new Pro- 
vince would receive free grants; how 
much land he could not say now. The 
volunteers who would not remain would be 
carried free to their homes. 


Mr. 


panuary, would receive free grar.ts like the 
others. 


Hon. Sir G. CARTIER—AlII will receive it 
who remain in the country. Any men of 
the depot companies who might like to Zo 
there would receive free grants. 

In reply to Mr. MASSON, (Soulan ges), 
Sir George Cartier repeated his remarks in 
French, 


DUTY. ON COAL. 
Mr. MAGILL asked whether it is the 


intention of the Government, during the 
present Session of Parliament, to make 


any alteration in the Tariff, by which the | 


consumers of coal imported from the 
United States, may be relieved from the 
present burthensome duty, levied upon 
that article ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he was 
quite certain the hon. gentleman was too 
experienced in parliamentary affairs not to 
know that that question coud not be an- 
swered till the Budget was brought down 
(laughter). He was also certain that the 


hon. gentleman had by this question gained | 


his end (laughter). 
Mr. Stephenson. 


MACKENZIE asked if the men who | 
obtained their discharge since the 2hst of 
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CANAL COMMISSION. 


Mr. MAGILL asked whether, as a Com- 
mission had been appointed to report upon. 
the question of enlarging the canals of the. 
Dominion, end generally to inquire into the 
best means for the improvemect of our in- 
ternal water communication, it is the inten- 
tion cf the Government, at an early date, 
to place any information before this House 
respecting the progress made by the said 
Commission ; and if such information is: 
to be furnished, will it be in the shape. 
ofa report from that Commission, or an 
announcement of the policy of the Gov. 
ernment on the subject of canals. 

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN said the Commission 
had made considerable progress, and 
would probably report at an early day. 


FISHERY CORRESPONDENCE SUBMITTED. 


Hon. Sir JOON A, MACDONALD laid on 
the table the correspondence respecting the 
Fisheries, asked fora few days ago by the 
motion ot Sir A T. Galt. In answer to 
him the Hon. Premier made the following 
explanations. He said it was the inten- 
tion of the Government to take the same 
steps for the protection of our Fisheries 
during 187las had been lately adopted 
and now existed. After the cancelling of 
the Reciprocity Treaty. it would. be re. 
membered, the Canadian Government 
thought fit to assert its Fishery rights. 
While preparing to doso, communications 
were received from the Imperial Govern- 
ment that would appear in the papers now 
before the House, to the effect that there 
was a probability of fresh proceedings for 
the renewal of the treaty; and it was sug- 
gested, in view of this fact, that the Am- 
erican fishermen should be allowed to 
fish in the same unrestrained way as_ be- 
fore. The Canadian Government repre- 
sented that they thought sucha course 
would be unwise; that it was better to 
proceed at once to the assertion of our 
rights; that to allow our rights to remain 
in abeyance would be an apparent surren- 
der of them, which would increase the 
difficulty of their subsequent asser- 
tion, Her Majesty’s Government having 
strong Opinions on the subject, and the 
Canadian Government desiring to act in 


accord with them, a regulation was. 
made at once asserting the rights, and ex. 
empting American fishermen from imcon- 
veulence durihg that season. ‘That was 
accomplished by requiring them to take 
out license on payment of a nominal fee, 
lhe Nova Scotia Government made a strong 
protest against our going so far; but also 
preierring , to stand in accord 
with the Imperial Government, 
in concession 


they acquiesced 
and arrangement made. Subsequent- 


the 
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ly, as was known, the fee was Increased, 
but still, toa very moderate extent, only 
to $1.00, and that was merely for the pur- 
pose of again asserting our claims and 
again showing that we really did intend 
to protect our fisheries and 
that it was not to be considered that the 
establishment of a nominal fee was at all 
what Canada considered to be the value of 
her fisheries. In the following season, the 
license was again increased, but the Gov- 
ernmeut found that the American fisher- 
men Were altogether disregarding the reg. 
ulations, and were continually trespassing 
in our waters. The number of licenses 
issued, steadily decreased every year, until 
at last,he might say,they ceased altogether 


Fishery 


and American fishermen fished in our 


waters without obtaining any permission 
whatever. In 1866, there were 354 licenses 
issued ; in 1867 there were 281; in 1868 
they had decreased to 56,and in 1869 to only 
25. In other words, the American fisher- 
men insisted on fishing in our waters with- 
out giving compensation. The license 
system was found to be a failure. In con. 
sequenee of this state of things, the Cana- 
dian Government resolved to do away with 
the licensing system and to exclude for- 
eign fishermen from our waters, preserv- 
ing our rights for our own people. This 
was indicated to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and they agreed with the Canadian 
Government to maintain, as before, a naval 
squadron in our water to aid in the pro. 
tection of our fisheries. It was thought 
by the Imperial Government that in ad- 
dition to the material and moral support 
we received in the protection of our rights, 
that we ought to aid that squadron our- 
selves. We therefure placed a marine 
police of eight vessels in our waters, to act 
in accord with Her Majesty’s Squad- 
ron, Her Majesty’s naval officers 
commanding the united squadron. Under 
this new arrangement, our fisheries had 
been on the whole exceedingly well pro. 
tected, and it was admitted by those who 
understocd the subject, and were special- 
fy interested in the reservation of our 
own fisheries for our own fishermen, that 
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was no question raised by the American 
Goverement. There was, however, the 
question commonly called the headland 
question, which was an important one. By 
concert with Her Majesty’s Government, 
and in order to secure the material aid and 
support of that Government, it was arrang- 
ed that, for the present, the question of 
headlands should be placed in abeyance ; 
that was not actually enforced. At the 


same time, it was arranged between 
the Canadian and Imperial  Gov- 
ernments, and the Imperial Gov. 


ernment and tre Government of the 
United States, that this right was not to 
be abandoned in any way, notwithstanding 
that it was at the time not actually 
pressed. But, he might say with regard 
to all questions 1elating to the Fisheries 
Her Majesty’s Government and the Cana. 
dian Government had been quite in ac 
cord, and tre Imperial Government had 
given positive and repeated assurances. 
that not one of our rights should be aban- 
doned or surrendered (hear, hear). It 
was, however, obvious to the Canadian 
Government that it was exceedingly in- 
convenient that we should have rights, ov 
supposed rights, that remaimed a dead 
letter—that these rights, especially as 
regarded the geographical question as to 


what portions of our waters were 
included within the terms of the 
treaty should be defined, and it was 


exceedingly important that any remaining 
questions or doubts as to the actual and 
true meaning of the headland question 
should be brought toan end. It was, of 
course, exceedingly inexpedient that we 
should be continually asserting our rights 
and at the same ,time be unable to :en- 
force them. If we hada right we should 
know it and enforce it, or receive com- 
pensation for its abandonment. The Im- 
perial and Canadian Governments there- 
fore had a good deal of correspon- 
hence on this pgint, and it resulted in 
his colleague—Hon. Mr. Campbell—going 
to England on that and other matters, and 
the papers would show that the Canadian 


Government requested Her Majesty's Gov- 


they had been protected in the most effi- |ernment to open communication with 


cient manner during the past season, and | 
the papers, when brought down, would | 
show how much we owed to the zealous, | 


rudent and discreet course of Her Majes- | 3 
. ee cided that it was to be done by a Mixed 


ty’s naval officers. It was known to the 
House that since the treaty of 1818, with 
respect to our fisheries, that other ques- 
tions had arisen as to the geographical 


extent of our fisheries and the construc. | 
tion of the treaty itself.’ Now, with regard | 
to the question of the renunciation by the ; 


United States forever of the right to fish 
within three miles from our. shores, 
there. could be no dispute. ere 


| Commission, 


the Government of the United States on 
the headland question for the 
purpose of establishing the limits of 
exclusion from our shores, &c. It was de- 


on which Canada was to 
be represented. Canada also requested 


| that the Commission should sit on this 


side of the water. In due time, Hon. Mr. 
Campbell got a favourable communication 
stating that in consequence of the request 
of Canada, that application would be made 
to the United States Government. In 
proper time, when Her Majesty's Govern 
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ment thought it was advisable to take the 
necessary steps, they communicated with 
the United States Government, and it was 
arranged that there should be a Commis. | 
sion, to be composed in the first place of 
three representatives on each side. The 
three named by Great Britain were the 
British Ambassador, Earl de Grey and 
himself (Sir John A. Macdonald). The 
American Government cheerfully assented 
te the proposition, and expressed a de- 
sire to widen the questions to be decided 
between the two Governments. Eng- | 
land assented at once, and at the sugges- 
tion of the United States, the Commission 
was increased to five on each side. The 
five were Earl de Grey, Lord Tenter- 
den, Sir Stafford Northcote, Prof. Bernard 
and himself (Sir John A. Macdonald). 
Thus the case stood, and, as he said before, 
in the communications which had passed 
between the two Governments, no rights 
of Canada would be surrendered in any way, 
without our consent, end without that the 
present action of the proposed Commission 
would not be conclusive (applause) 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he would like 
to have the correspondence brought down 
kefore the departure of the Premier. 


Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD gaid he 
would endeavour to have it submitted to 
the House without delay. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT having moved for the 
correspondence between the Dominion and 
Imperial Governments since February, 1870, 
on the subject of the Fisheries and of the 
proposed Imperial and United States’ 
Joint Commission. He questioned the Pre- 
mier in regard to the character of the 
papers. 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said a good 
many papers were omitted because marked 
by the Imperial authorities ‘ contidential,”’ 
The Government had applied for permis- 
sion, by cable, to submit all the papers. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—-Is the Order in, 
Council of 1866, brought down ? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Yes. 


Mr. JOSEPH DUFRESNE asked if the 
action of the International Commission 
would be confined to the Fisheries, or 
would it embrace other questions, such as 
the indemnity for the Fenian raid. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave an 
account of the organization of the Com- 
mission. The original idea was the settle. 
ment of the Fishery question. Af. 
terwards in acquiescence with 
the proposal of the United States 
the .‘‘Alabama’’ matter was included. 
Then the Canadian Government urged the 
inclusion of the claims arising out of the 
Fenian raid. The correspondence on this 
subject was still proceeding. He had not 


Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald. 
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seen the ipsissima verba of the Commission, 
and could not tell how much it would 
undertake. 
patch had been received from England 
conceding the Canadian demands, and 
giving Canada representation on the 
Commission. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Was the Canadian 
Government consulted as to the enlarge- 
ment of the Commission’s functions ? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the Canadian 
claims arising out of the Fenian raid were 
to be submitted. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD 
could not answer that positively. “hey 
said they had aclaim and asked the Im- 
perial Government to make it on their 
behalf. The first proposal for the widen- 
ing of the sphere of the Commission came 
from the United States, as it could not 
well have come from the Imperial Govern- 
ment. They wisely consented, however, 
and so with mutual agreement all ques- 
tions between the Governments were to be 
considered. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the letter of 
Secretary Fish, proposing the enlargement, 
was limited almost entirely to questions 
arising from the war. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 
did not see there was any room for the 
Honourable Premier’s expectation, that 
the United States Government would 
listen to the Canadian claims as to the 
raid. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said surely 
it must be seen it was not probable Mr. 
Fish would propose the entertainment of 
those demands. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Of course not. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Therefore 
he simply proposed what he wanted. But 
Sir E. Thornton’s letter covered not only 
the Fishery question, but all questions in 
dispute between the United States and 
the British Empire. Its words were 
quite wide enough for that inference. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they had no 
evidence the claims had ever been urged 
on the United States Government. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
question was first as to the Fisheries. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT confessed that, in his 
opinion, the correspondence between Mr. 
Fish and the Imperial Government did 
not cover the Canadian claim (hear, 
hear). The first letter of the British Min- 
ister at Washington, however, contained 
general terms which led to the conclusion 
the Commission might cover everything. 
But a correspondence must be taken as of 
the two parties, and the most important 
letter that passed between the two parties 
was that of Mr. Fish, which, as he read it, 


Allhe knew was thata des- . 
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related solely to the claims arising out of 
the late war. However, he quite under- 
stood the Premier’s inability to state 
positively whether the Canadian claims 
would or would not be considered by the 
Commission, But he hoped the leader of 
the Government would vake such steps as 
-were necessary to ascertain whether they 
would or not. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that if it had 
been the intention of the Dominion Gov. 
ernment to have them so considered, they 
could tell us whether Mr. Campbell was 
instructed to make representations on the 
Fenian Raid to the Imperial Government. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
they had urged on the British Government 
not only the claims of Canada, but those 
of private individuals, in connection with 
- the consideration of the Alabama claims. 
They received an official answer that their 
wishes would receive attention. A large 
expenditure was incurred by the threats 
of the raid and the raid itself. The Cana- 
dian Government urged its title to an in- 
demnity for that raid. Mr. Campbell had 
pressed that claim. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the question 
now arose, whether the statement of our 
losses, required by Earl Kimberley, was 
furnished by our Government. If that 
statement had been sent— 


Several Ministers—It has gone. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they should say 
when it was sent, and the matter should 
be included among the papers now brought 
down. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the 
main object of the papers related to the 
Fisheries. The Canadian Government did 
urge the Fenian claims, but they could 
not be expected to produce the papers on 

_ this subject at present, because he did 
not know whether this subject would be 
Included with those to receive the atten- 
_ tion of the Commission. 


_ Mr. BLAKE said the Premier ought to 
_ know whai the subjects of the Commission 
_ would be, at least in so far as Canada was 
concerned. The facts were probably 
known to the United States, and our igno- 
-rance of the matter was unsatisfactory. 


_ Mr. MACKENZIE ‘gave notice that he 
would move on Wednesday for all the 
correspondence with the Imperial Govern- 
ment on the subject of the Canadian claims 
for compensation for the Fenian raid. 


Fishery 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. MILLS then moved for a statement 
of the number of days each of the Interco- 
lonial Railway Commissioners was engaged 
in the performance of the duties of his 
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office at the seat of Governmeni and on 
the line of Railway in 1870 —Carried. 


DEFENCE. 


Mr. MASSON said he would not move 
for the correspondence respecting the 
military expenditure and defences of the 
Dominion, since the information was or 
would be included in papers promised in 
accordance with other motions.—Dropped. 


THE ST. CLAIR FLATS CANAL. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved for correspon. 
dence and papers relative to the canal 
built by the United States Government 
on Canadian territory at the St. Clair 
Flats or Walpole Island. ° After referring 
to the position of the matter in 1866, he 
said he had no doubt the canal was wholly 
within our territory. That was the Opinion 
of all the navigators and engineers who 
had surveyed the route, among the latter 
Gen. Meade. He trusted that in this, 
as in every other matter in dispute 
between the States and Canada, our Gov- 
ernment would not yield up anything 
except upon the best grounds (hear, hear). 
If this canal be conceded they would be 
absolutely without a channel on this side 
of Walpole Island, the land boundary ; and 
it would be impossible for Canada to send 
a vessel from laketo lake through our 
territory, as there was no other chan- 
nel with six feet of water we could call our 
own. ; 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had not lost sight of the 
matter, being quite aware of its very great 
importance. ‘4 hey were now in correspon- 
dence with Her Majesty’s Government on 
this subject. The correspondence not 
being completed could not be brought 
down, and that portion producible might . 
frustrate their object. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said perhaps, then, 
he should let the matter stand. He 
thought the Minister of Public Works 
could have answered the question, as he 
had gone with a war vessel through 
the canal and taken possession of it (laugh- 
ter). 

The motion was allowed to stand. 


RS OF REFUGE ON WESTERN 
ae LAKES. 


Mr. OLIVER moved for the corres- 
pondence relating to the harbours of 
refuge on Lakes Huron and Hrie, since 
the last returns were brought down.—Uar- 
ried. 

NORTH WEST INDEMNITY CLAIMS. 

Mr. BODWELL moved for a return of 
the claims made upon the Dominion. 
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Government consequent upon the insurrec- 
tion in the North West Territories. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
could be no objection to the fullest infor- 
mation on the subject. The claims em- 
braced in the motion were of different kinds. 
A considerable number had been fyled, a 
portion of which would be found in the 
public accounts, others had come in since 
the close of the fiscal year and been paid, 
while some were yet before the Board of 
Audit. There was another class which it 
had not been in the power of the Govern- 
ment to deal with—those of the refugees 
who had suffered very considerable loss 
and inconvenience of different kinds, The 
most formidable was in behalf of the Hud 
son’s Bay Company (ironical cheers). The 
Premier stated last session that the claims 
of the refugees were not considered, 
because the manner of compensation had 
not been decided on. It had always been 
the endeavour of the Government to 
secure compensation. The claims 
would be submitted to them, and 
it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to prepare a measure of compensa- 
tion during the present Session. When 
the Manitoba Bill was passing through the 
House, the claims of Dr. Schultz, who had 
been ruined by the troubles, and those of 
others of similar experience, had been 
brought before them. (Sir Francis 
here read a paper signed by Dr. Schultz’ 
creditors, stating that should he be enabled 
to pay to the amount owed them, they 
were prepared to furnish him goods to the 
extent of his ordinary purchases in the 
same form as before, and thus enable him 
to resume his business). The debtor’s 
account, or amount claimed was within a 
mere trifle of $70,000, which he (Sir 
Francis) did not think a very reasonable 
one. There were thirty claims in blank 
for want of data, being those of individuals 
rendered destitute, Dr. Schultz stated 
that with $500 he would undertake to pay 
their expenses and send them back to the 
_country. The claims of Dr. Lynch 
amounting to $300 was also preferred. 
Having ascertained Dr. Schultz had been a 
considerable loser,and that the Government 
was prepared to assent to the principle of 
compensation, he advanced a sum of 
money to that gentleman’s creditors for 
the purchase of some stock. He received 
$500 for other refugees and $300 for Dr. 
Lynch. He (Sir Francis) was personally 
responsible for these sums. Believing the 
sentiment of the House was in favour otf 
these claims (hear, hear), and knowing 
the Government assented to the principle 
he had acted as he described. He had 
under ihe circumstances, to take a consid- 
erable amount of responsibility. Eleven 
thousand dollars was the sum paid to the 
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creditors of Dr. Schultz. This was a pay- 
ment made, for which he was personally 
responsible to the Bank of Montreal. The 
sum, of course, was not in the public ac- 
counts (hear hear). 


In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE, Hon. 
Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there was no 
doubt compensation would be given, 
but the manner of giving it was not decid- 
ed upon. 


Mr. MACKENZIE read from an Imper- 
ial Blue-Book areport, of a question on 
the subject of compensation, and the 
answer of the Premier thereto, to show 
that the Government, last session 
took a different view of the matter from 
the present or used language to justify 
that impression. This fact could be 
gleaned from the report in the Blue 
Book, garbled and imperfect as 1f ws, 
which had been taken from a pretended 
official report published by a well-known 
Ottawa journal, which was not last year at 
all reliable in matters of this kind. For 
all that, however, ke thought that the 
version of the Premier’s remarks given 
was in this case to a certain extent reli- 
able, and it showed a difference of the 
kind he had mentioned. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONAED 
thought the hon. gentleman was not quite 
correct, ashe had stated these claims must 
he paid by somebody ; but he was not pre- 
pared to say from what sources. That 
they were due he had no doubt. 


The motion was carried. 
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. STIRTON moved for a statement of — 
the salaries and wages of engineers and 
staff of the Intercolonial Railway, up to 
January Ist, 1871.—Carried. 


IMPERIAL LEGISLATION FOR MANITOBA. 


Mr. BLAKE said he observed from the 
reports in both the local and Toronto 
papers that the Hon. Premier had in- 
formed the House the other day that he 
had taken into consideration the con- 
stitutionality or legality of the 
proceedings that had passed in 
reference to Manitoba in _ this 
House, and that he had communicated 
with the Imperial Government upon the 
subject. That in accordance with that 
communication a draft of a Bill to be sub- 
mitted to the Imperial Parliament had 
been prepared and was to be sent to Eng- 
land by the next English mail. That Bill 
was to affect the Manitoba Act, and also 
to make provision for the government of 
that country in the future. He could not 
believe it was possible that the hon. gen- 


-and obtaining its assent. ( 
‘member sketched the events preceding 
-and connected with the passage of the 
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ttleman could have fully considered the 
matter when he intimated to this House 
that it was his attention to send for the 
action of the Imperial Parliament a pro- 
posed measure affecting the rights and in- 
terests of this country in the North West, 
without first submitting it to, this House 
ere the hon. 


the Canadian Parliament to be consulted 


fhe Oana Act in order to show the right of 


-vocable. 
.and he insisted that they should know, 
-and have an opportunity of formally de. 
-ciding upon the prudence or imprudence 
.of the action of the Government. 
‘had suffered enough from past blunders 


‘previous to the action of the Imperial au- 


thorities). He maintained that the leader of 
the Government had no right to saythat he 
would send home by the next mail 


@ measure which might not be approved 
by this House, to be converted into an 


Act of Parliament which would be irre- 
The House had a right to know, 


They 


and mistakes with reference to this North 
West Territory, and Parliament must take 
to itself the responsibility devolving on it. 
What they had done in the past they 
might to a certain extent revoke, but 


what might be done by the Imperial Par- 


liament was irrevocable. If the hon. 
Premier did not submit the measure to 


‘this Parliament he (Mr. Blake) would fol- 


low up this motion by another one by 
which he would test the sense of the 
House on the question. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD believed 
the despatch to be transmitted to England 


would meet with the approbation of the 


House and of the country. The one 
doubt he had was a technical one— 
whether Government could properly place 


on the table here a Bill which was to be 
laid before the Parliament of England. 


what the measure was 


Of this House. 


were at present. ; 
down at an early day it might save hon. 
members the necessity of moving for so 


If he found that it was one of that nature, 
the communication itself and the an- 
swer would show in every respect 
designed to 
be, and the hon. gentleman would 
have an opportunity of bringing up the 
question if the scope of the correspon- 
dence did not meet his views or the views 
At any rate the whole 
substance of the Bill, excepting the mere 


wording of it, would be laid before the 


House. 
The motion was carried. 


DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE wished to know is 
what state the Reports of the Departments 
If they were brought 
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many returns. Last year and the year be- 
fore there was much annoyance and _ hind- 
rance to the pu'lic business caused hy the 
rail in. bringing down departmental 
reports, especially the report of the 
Office Departments. : aie 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—the Re- 
port of the Militia Department will be 
ready within ten days from this time. 

fon. Mr. LANGEVIN—The Report of 
the Public Works Department will be sub- 
mitted in a few days. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS and Hon. Mr. TIL- 
LEY replied to the same effect for their 
Departments. 


The House adjourned at 5.25 p. m. 


SENATE. 


Turspay, Feb. 21. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o’clock. 


THE FISHERIES. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST 
said that it was his intention to have 
brought forward the motion of which he 
had given notice on a previous day, in ref- 
erence to the correspondence between the 
Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain on the subject to the Fish- 
erles. Since he had given notice he found 
that the Government had elsewhere laid 
on the table a very voluminous report on 
the subject. Under these circumstances 
he wished to know whether the Senate 
would not take advantage of those com- 
munications without having a special mo- 
tion made for the printing of the docu- 
ments. When the papers were printed 
they could be submitted to the House, 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that it would 
certainly not facilitate matters were the 
honourable gentleman to make his motion 
at that time. The Government would 
submit all the papers in their power to 
bring before the House. Those papers 
were now in the hands of the printer, and 
would be ready as soon as practicable. 
When they were examined honourable 
gentlemen could ask for any other infor- 
mation that they might desire. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said that it was 
his intention to have made a motion in © 
respect to the mission of the Honourable 
Postmaster General, but he understood 
the documents would be found in the re- 
turns to be submitted. When the papers 
were printed, it would be seen whether 
any other information was required. He 
did hope that his honourable friend would 
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be able to give a personal explanation, | shall be referred all Bills on these sub- 
sooner or later, of his important mission. | jects. 
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST said That the Hon. Messieurs. Armand, Ben- 
that he had no doubt the Hon. Postmaster | son, Botsford, Burnham, Christie, Dickey, . 
General would willingly give any informa- ; Dickson, Duchesnay, Dumouchel, Hamil- 
tion asked by a member of the House. | ton (inkerman), Letellier de St. Just, Mc- 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the | Clelan, reer iat Tene tes: 
Report which he had the honour of sub- | lane, om er, rf . Mi “aS ) bean wy 
mitting to His Excellency was among the | M0u", | rm Pies essler, . appoin e Ae 
papers now in the hands of the printer. Commit ee cee sit Hitek pee 
When those papers were in the possession the Contingent Accounts of the Senate tor 
of the House he would cheerfully give the present session. , my 
any further information that it would be That the Honourable Messieurs Aikins, 
in his power to afford. Bureau, Burnham, Dumouchel, Ferguson, 
Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said that if the | Holmes, Locke, ei Beeson, eon Dare 
Government did not bring these papers | S!apson and § a dpi gees ¥ a gk 
formally before the Senate, they would not mene Bhan RAE Ae ee) Hey a 
re eect aae rerairbrmttria pg 
Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he was not Obiamm Moneta daiet beeen ee 
willing to adopt the plan proposed as a ; 


dent hereafter. It would bea quas?z SURIGCE STADE B, 

precedent hereafter. It n ; | 

waiving of the ee NS ay Leribe: tr miei oe: ream 
Senate. He would be quite satisfied, ey ’ pees ’ ; 
however, with the assurance of the Minis- poe: pes! cm eRS re 
ter of Marine and Fisheries, that these | “2° Rent nee eee oi ie en; 
papers would be laid on the table. Panet, Reesor, Steeves and the mover, 
; , Me RAED be appointed a Committee to assist his. 
_ Hon, Mr. MITCHELL had no hesitation Honour, the Speaker, in the direction of 
in giving the St tc eae of | the Library of Parliament, so far as the 
the hon. sant Se r. Leteluer,) | interests of this House are concerned, and 
Rouldyetand over tor thelprosent. to act on behalf of this House as members 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the 


4 ; of the Joint Committee of botk Houses on 
papers would appear in the Sessional pa- | the Library. 


pers, after the reference’ to the Joint Com- The tmotiGn was dare 
mittee on Printing. 


The notice of motion was allowed to Tt was ordered thar a aessage ee Melon 


by a Master in Chancery to the House of 
stand. 


: Commons informing them of the appoint- 
De ment of the two last mentioned Commit- 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved, and Hon. | tees. 
Mr. MITCHELL seconded, that the follow- The House then adjourned. 
ing be the Standing Committees of the 
Senate for the present sesssion : 


That the Hon. Messrs. Aikins, Allan, 


Archibald, Botsford, Bourinot, Dever, HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Dickson, Duchesnay, Ferrier, Flint, Guev- 
remont,. Hazen, Letelher de St. Just, Tusspay, Feb, 21, 1871. 


Macdonald, Northup, Olivier, Perry, San- 
born, Steeves and the mover be appointed 
a Committee on Standing Orders and Pri. THE CENSUS ACT. 
vate Bills, with power to examine and en- 


quire into allsuch matters and things as Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved for leave to- 


The House met at three o’clock. 


may be referred to the said Committee, to | introduce a Bill, intituled ‘*An Act to- 


report from time to time their observations | amend the Census Act.” 


and opinions thereon, and to send for per- In reply to Mr. Mackenzie, Hon. Mr. 
sons, papers and records. DUNKIN explained the nature of the- 
That the Hon. Messieurs. Archibald, Ben- | Bill. It was therein proposed to bring in 
son, Bill, Bureau, Chapais, Churchill, Fer- | all the territory for census purposes, not 
rier, Foster, Hamilton (Kingston), | now included in the Dominion, The 
Kenny, McDonald, McMaster, Macpher- | census of British Columbia would there 
son, Malhiot, Mitchell, Robertson, Ryan, | under be taken. That was to say, the 
Simpson, Skead, Smith, Tessier, Wark, | Act should be extended to Manitoba and 
Wilmot, and Wilson, be appointed a Com- | British Columbia. The same principle as: 
mittee on Banking, Commerce and Rail- | to mode of proceedure and details, now in» 
ways, for the present session, to whom | operation as to the Dominion, would apply « 


Hon. Mr. Botsford. 
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to those distant Colonies. With respect 
to the time of the census-taking, it was 
provided in the Bill, that the census 
might be taken any time between the Ist of 
May and 30th of September next. It was 
physically impossible the census should 
be taken in certain remote regions, early 
in April next. Machinery was also pro- 
vided for the collection of information at 
times apart from those occupied by the 
enumeration. Other changes of more or 
ri importance—of detail-—were provided 
or. 

‘Mr. MACKENZIE said the provisions of 
the Bill were excellent, One matter was 
omitted. Was it intended to take the 
census of the North West Indians? 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN.--Certainly. It was 
intended to obtain all the information possi- 
ble respecting the Inaians in our terri- 
tory. 


Motion carried. 
RETURNS. 


Hon Sir F. HINCKS brought down re- 
turns of all expenditure under the head 
_of unforeseen expenses ; of the expenses 
of Hon. Mr. Campbell’s mission to Eng- 
land, and of all expenses, etc., connected 
with the exportation of the depreciated 
Silver. 


THE SILVER QUESTION. 


‘Hon. Mr. HOLTON remarked upon the 
-absence of detaiJs in the statement re- 
specting the coin ; there was nothing to 
show the manner in which the expenses 
arose, or the parties therein concerned. 
Information as to the quality or purity of 
‘the coin was also desirable. The mere 
gross or summary statement was not sutti- 
. cient. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said with 
regard to the fineness of the silver in the 
new coinage, the order in Council of 1867 
had been quoted because it described ex- 
_actly the fineness and value of the silver 
comage, which was to be of exactly the 
same fineness as the British silver. The 
reference to that order in Council was 
made merely to establish the fineness, 
The actual order in Council was to the 
same eftect and could be furnished if re- 
quired. With regard to the details an 
agreement to pay at the rate of 14 per cent 
for all silver exported, was made in order to 
cover charges. It was calculated that at 
this rate, Mr. Weir would make aCommis- 
sion of } per cent out of the operation. It 
was thought to be safer to do this than to 
incur any risks. In point of fact, with 
regard to that portion of the silver export- 
ed, he (Hon. Sir Francis Hincks) happen- 
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ed to know that the principal bank engag- 
ed in carrying on the operation,—he 
referred to the Bank of Montreal—had 
increased their rate of commission. They 
would not go on at the rate they first 
agreed on with Mr. Weir. There were a 
great variety of liabilities and responsibi- 
ities to be incurred. For instance, some- 
times, a package turned out to be short 
or spurious coins were found in it. Mr 
Weir's profit after paying all charges, 
amounted to five-eights of one per cent.'The 
express charges, the bank commission, the 
brokerage in New York and charges of that 
description were paid.by the Government 
and charged to Mr. Weir in the account, 
making up this 13 per cent he was to get. 
The only other charges were the charges 
in England which were chiefly freight, and 
the Bank of Montreal Commission and the 
expenses on the silver it was found necessa- 
ry to send to England, owing to the impos- 
sibility of selling more in New York after 
the market there was glutted. He had 
not the slightest objection to bring down 
these returns, but he did not think it was 
necessary. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he supposed 
the matter would be referree to the Com- 
mittee on public accounts and the details 
could be submitted there. The amount 
seemed to be very large to him 
—$118,000, and it did seem to him 
that they should have the details of so 
large an expenditure furnished to the 
House. Part of that expenditure seemed 
to have been incurred in New York, part 
in England, and part in this country, but 
there was an entire absence of details as 
to names of persons to whom the money 
had been paid, and of details generally. 
The hon. gentleman would see that 
this $118,000 constituted more than 14 per 


jcent otf the gross amount; therefore, 


there must be some further statement to 
be made to the House before they could 
come to athorough understanding of the 
matter. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the difference 
between the total amount of the cost of the 
exportation and the total amount of the 
issue arose from the loss in the sale 
of thesilver in New York. There would 
be be no objection to giving further infor- 
mation if necessary. 


THE DEFENCE QUESTION. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT called attention 
tothe absence of papers connected with 
the mission of Hon. Mr. Campbell to Eng- 
land, which he expected would have been 
brought down. ‘The present paper's con- 
tained the gist of all produced yesterday. 


i Honour to the 
and, however interesting, were not all that 
were required. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER, after an ex- 
amination of the papers, admitted they 
were deficient, stated they were made up 
without his knowledge, and promised the 
remainder would be produced within ten 
days, as soon as they could be copied. 

Hon, Sir A. T. GALT hoped the Govern- 
ment would look at the returns before 
transmitting them to the House, so as to 
avoid similar mistakes. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER promised 
his attention to the matter. 


ELECTION BILL. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave 
notice that he would introduce an Election 
Bill. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
concurrence in the report of the Special’ 
Committee appointed to select the Stand 
ing Committees.—Carried. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD also 
moved the re-appointment of the Library 
Committee which, in the main, was the 
same as last year. 


Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to 
the anomalous position of the Library 
officers, some of whom were under the 
Senate and some under the House. Some 
received remuneration from the Upper 
House in consideration of services ren- 
dered. The Library should be placed 
under the control of a General Committee, 
the same as the printing. Let there be 
no duplicating of salaries, which gave rise 
to confusion. The Government last year 
promised to consider the matter. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ace- 
knowledged his responsibility for the de- 
lay, excusing himself, however, on the 
ground of severe illness towards the end 
of last session. The required amendment 
could only be secured by the adoption of 
the hon. gentleman’s suggestion. It would 
be well to move an instruction to the pres- 
ent Committee to report on the manage- 
ment of the Library, the salaries of the 
officers and so forth (hear, hear). 

The motion was agreed to. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was 
then granted permission to withdraw his 
imperfect return respecting Hon. Mr. 
Campbell’s mission to England. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that | 
the public accounts, the return of the ex- | pleasure in seconding the motion. 


portation of the depreciated silver, and 
that relating to the unforseen expenditure 


Hon. Sir A. T Galt. 
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be referred to the Committee of Public Ac- 
counts.—Carried. 


Governor General. 


HONOUR TO TBE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved. 


'that an address be presented to His Ex- 


cellency the Governor General, congratu- 
lating him on his elevation to the peerage 
of Great Britain. He said he had no doubt. 
the House would cordially adopt this ad- 
dress, and convey to His Excellency, in 
fitting terms, its congratulatory compli- 
ments on the high honour conferred upon. 
him. He had not been long here; but he 
(Sir John) believed he had won golden 
opinions from every one, at all events, 
from all who had been able to follow 
clearly his course. All agreed he had 
been a constitutional Governor in the best. 
sense of the term. His services to Her 
Majesty did not commence in this coun- 
try. He had hal a long hfe of parlia. 
mentary and official experience. His Kx- 
cellency had had the great advantage of a. 
varied experience both as a representative 
of the people and an Executive Officer of 
the Crown. In all those positions he had. 
won cordial and continuous approval from 
his first entrance upon public life. He: 
went into Parliament for the county in 
which he resided, and represented it 20 


years. Thus he had a thorough training 
as a representative of the _ people. 
As a reward for his services he re- 


ceived practical proof of the confidence- 
of the Government by an important. 
office in the Government of his country. 
Thus he received the advantage of training 
in the administration of a government 
founded upon free constitutional princi- — 
ples. He also held, later, a high and im-. 
portant position in the colonial service as 
Lord High Commissioner in the Govern- 
ment of the Ionian Islands, and as Gover- 
nor in Australia. He thus learned how to 
deal with great Colonial questions, as his 
previous experience had taught him how 
to discharge the duties of British Parlia- 
mentary life. We were therefore of one- 
accord as to his just claims to the high and 
distinguished honour Her Majesty had 
conferred upon him. He would, there 
was no doubt, be delighted at this mark of 
our gratification at his good fortune. Since 
this honour was conferred, Her Majesty 
had bestowed another which, all things 
considered, must be more gratifying, proud 
as was the position of a Peer of the realm 
—namely, the honour of the appointment 
of Lord Lieutenant of the country, which 
he represented twenty years. (Cheers.) 
Mr. MACKENZIE said he had much 
3 He- 
quite concurred in all that had been said 
respecting His Lordship the Governor - 
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General. It was one of the great privi- 
leges we had enjoyed of late years to live 
under the administration of a constitu- 
tional Governor. The benefits of such a 
system we were able to appreciate from 
the inconveniences previously experienced 
from one of an opposite character. We 
had not been troubled with any of the 
evils of arbitrary authority or unconstitu- 
tional administration during the term of 
His Excellency Lord Lisgar. He (Mr. 
Mackenzie) need not say anything further 
in praise of that nobleman, as we all 
acknowledged the facts just mentioned by 
the hon. gentleman opposite. We all 
agreed in the eulogies passed by the hon. 
Premier, and he cordially seconded the 
motion just submitted (cheers). 

Hon. Sir GHO. HE. CARTIER, ina few 
appropriate remarks, supported the mo- 
tion, complimenting His Excellency on 
his faithful, conscientious, and highly 
satisfactory discharge of the important 
duties confided to him by Her Majesty. 
It was our pride, our pleasure, and our 
great interest to live under his administra 
tion. The manner in which he per- 
formed his functions left nothing to 
be desired (cheers). The hon. and gallant 
baronet proceeded in still happier phraseol- 
ogy to express the above sentiments in the 
French language and was cordially cheered 
on resuming his seat. 

A committee was, then appointed to 
draw up the address which was immediate- 
ly presented in the following form. 


Honour to the 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 
GENERAL. 


May it please Your Excellency : 

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Commons of the Dominion of 
Canada in Parliament assembled, beg 
leave to express to your Excellency, the 
deep satisfaction withwhich we have ob- 
served your elevation to the Peerage of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Treland. 
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We recognize, in this gracious act of our | 


beloved Sovereign, the appreciation of 
your eminent services in the numerous re- 
sponsible positions to which you have had 
the honour to be called by the Crown, as 
also the recognition of the wise and emi- 
nently judicious manner in which you 
have represented Her Majesty in this Do- 
minion ; and we trust that you may be 
spared to give, during yet many years, to 
the Empire, the benefit of your mature 
judgment and long experience of public 
affairs. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 


THE SUPPLIES. 
Qn motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
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T11NCKS, the House took into considera- 
tion the address of His Excellency. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
the Supply Bill, and gave notice that he 
would move the House in Committee on 
Friday next, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the measure. 


Governor General. 


INLAND REVENUE, DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. STEPHENSON asked whether any 
recent changes have been made in the 
mode of receiving payments by the Inland 
Sevenue Department, and what the na- 
ture and object of such changes have been 
and whether these have resulted satis- 
factory ? 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS replied that certain 
changes had been made that had worked 
well and satisfactorily. It had heretofore 
been found impossible to guard against 
loss by collectors by the system of receiv- 
ing security from them. For instance, at 
Montreal the collector receiving a salary 
of $1,600, collected $919,000 for the year 
ending 30th June last; the collector at 
Toronto, $410,000; and the collector at 
Windsor, $524,000. Heretofore all these 
sums parsed into the hands of the collec- 
tor. ‘The change had beena simple one, 
and yet it. was one that he believed would 
prove completely effective. It was the 
substitution of accepted checks or drafts 
on the banks in favor of the Receiver 
General, so that allsums exceeding $500 
—that being the maximum rate fixed on— 
would pass directly from the hands of the 
collector to the Receiver General, thus 
diminishing the chances of risk to the 
Government. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—In other’ words, 
copying the plan adopted by the Crown 
Lands Department in the old Province of 
Canada. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he adopted the 
system in use with reference to slide dues 
and other Departments of the Govern- 
ment, and he was happy to say it worked 
well. 

The House adjourned at 4:20 until to- 
morrow—to-day being a public holiday. 


THE SENATE. 
Tuurspay, Feb. 23, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 


o'clock. 
NEW MEMBER. 


Hon. Mr. PANET was sworn in as one 
of the Senators of the Dominion. 


INSPECTION LAWS. 
Hon. Mr. RYAN presented a petition 


a 


Routine 
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from the Dominion Board of Trade, pray- 
ing for the passage of an Act to consoli- 
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Mr. MACFARLANE presented the first — 
Report of the Committee on Standing 


date and amend the existing Inspection | Orders. 


Laws. 
\ 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. | 


Hon. Mr. WARK gave notice that he 
would move forthe appointment of a 
Special Committee for an enquiry into all 
matters connected with the survey and 
location of the Intercolonial Railway since 
the appointment of the Commissioners, 
with power to send for persons and papers. 


ARBITRATION. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER allowed his motion for 
papers connected with the arbitration be- 
tween Ontario and Quebee to stand until 
the following day. 


THE FISHERIES. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST, in 
again allowing his motion to stand over, 
hoped that all the papers referring to the 
question would he among the returns to 
be submitted to the House. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Government would bring down all that 
they were at liberty to submit. 


COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, 
the name of Hon. Mr. Miller was added to 
the Committee on Private Bills and Stand- 
ing Orders; and that of Hon. Mr. Renaud 
to the Committee on the Library of Par- 
liament. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Taurspay, Feb. 23, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 
PETITIONS. 


Several petitions were received. 

Mr. WORKMAN, presented a peti- 
tion from the Montreal Board of Trade, for 
a general inspection law; and one from 
the Montreal Corn Exchange, against 
the grain and flour duties, and 
setting forth the propriety of throwing off 
duties on the necessaries of life, in order 
to render this country a cheap one to live 
in. 

REPORTS. 


Mr. HARRISON presented the first 
Report of the Committee on Private Bills. 


Hon, Mr. Ryan. 


) for. 


} 
| 


_ papers to those recently brought down on 


| sire to proceed with his motion to-morrow. 


the first report of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Accounts, recommending the reduction 
of the quorum to seven members. The 
motion for its adoption was carried. 


, 
A similar proceeding took place in re- | 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented | 
| 
| 


spect of the Committee on Banking and 
Commerce, and of the Committee on 
Private Bills. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MACFARLANE moved for the in- 
troduction of an Act to amend the Rail-_ 
way Act of 1868. 

Mr. YOUNG moved that a notice be © 
sent to the Senate informing them that 
this House had consented to the joint ac- 
tion proposed with a view to the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Committee on Printing.— 
Carried. 

Mr. HARRISON moved for leave to in- 
troduce a Bill to extend the right of ap- 
peal in criminal cases. 

Mr. BLAKE moved for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill to secure the independence of 
the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


A message waS»received from His Ex- 
cellency, thanking the House for their 
loyal address, and their promise to devote 
their earnest attention to the subjects 
submitted in the address for their consider- 
ation. . 


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION. 


On the submission of supplementary 


the subject of the fisheries, and Mr. Camp- 
bell’s mission to England. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT intimated his de- 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had no objection to fixing that day. As 
would be seen by the cable despatches and 
other advices, it was necessary he should 
leave for Washington immediately. 


Mr. BLAKE asked if the papers would 
be ready in print to-morrow, and if the 
Premier could give any further information 
respecting the scope of the Commission. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD replied 
that the papers would be printed in Eng- 
lish by to-morrow, and that he was in no 
position to give the information inquire 
The cable despatches showed that 
the English Ministers were maintaining a 
reticence on this subject. 
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Routine 
GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY. 


Mr. JONES (North Leeds and Gren- 
ville) asked whether the Government has 
instituted any inquiry or investigation in 
relation to the numerous accidents which 
have lately occurred on the Grand Trunk 
Railway, and the great irregularity con- 
nected with the delivery of the mails by 
that road; also whether Mr. Brydges, 
President of the Grand Trunk Railway is 
still employed by the Government as one 
of the Commissioners for the construction 
of the Intercolonial Railway ? 


Hon.Mr. LANGEVIN—The returns requir- 
ed by law and the regulations of the Grand 
Trunk Railway Company, have béen made 
regularly, and no complaint having been 
made to the Government, and nothing 
unusual, under the law, appearing to the 


Governm2nt, no investigation has taken” 


place. As for the irregularities in the 
delivery of the mails I may say that up to 
the very severe weather we have had, the 
Grand Trunk Railway carried the mails 
with greater regularity than they did last 
year. Of course during the severe weather 
we have had,the Grand Trunk Railway was 
subject to the same delays as other lines. 
With respect to the last, I may say that 
Mr. Brydges is still employed by the 
Government. 


SUPREME COURT BILL. 


Jn reply to Mr. Blake, Hon. Sir JOHN 
A. MACDONALD said the Government 
had under consideration the subject of in- 
troducing during the present Session, a 
measure for the creation of a Supreme 
Court. 

} CLERGY RESERVES. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Ontario)—Asked when 
the remainder of the return to an Address, 
of 25th of Avril last, as to the amount ac- 
crued from the sales of the Clergy Re- 
serves in Upper Canada, since the Act 18 
Vict., Chap. 2, a statement of amounts 
paid each municipality annually, in Upper 
Canada, and the amounts now due to them 
respectively, under the authority thereof, 
will be laid before the House. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
return will be sent down very shortly. 


A PATENT ACT. 


In reply to Mr. Oliver, Hon. Mr. DUN- 
KIN said it was not the intention of the 
Government during the present session to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Patent Act. 


) POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS. 


- Mr. DELORME asked whether the Gov- 
ernment intend during this Session to bring 
down any measure for the abolition of Post- 
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| agé on newspapers published in Canada,and 
| Sent to subscribers in Canada ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re- 
plied that it was not the intention of the 
Government, this Session, to bring down 
any such measure. The revenue of the 
Post Othce Department had been consider- 
ably diminished by the reduction in the 
rates of postage, the Government did not 
feel themselves in a position to make anv 
further reductions. 3 


THE FAMINE IN FRANCE. 


Mr. FOURNIER-Whether it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to ask for an 
appropriation in aid of those who are suf- 
fering from the famine caused by the dis. 
astrous war which has desolated [I'rance ? 

Hon.Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD replied, 
that this was a subject which had been 
under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment for some time. Some weeks before 
the tall of Paris, the subject had been 
brought before Government as one of 
interest not only to Canada, but to the 
whole world—it was now of world-wide 
interest. The Government did not propose 
to ask this House to vote any money for 
the purpose, but as far as in their power 
lay, they would follow the example set by 
Her Majesty’s Government in England 
and by the Government of the United 
States. The Government in England 
had put the whole transport service at the 
disposal of the people of England for the 
transportation of the most munificent 
contributions they were now sending to 
the relief of the suftering people of France. 
It was the intention of the Canadian Govy- 
ernment, with the consent of Parliament, 
to ask for aid in the transmission of any 
contributions from any part of Canada for 
the purpose. 


BAY VERTE CANAL. 


Mr. BURPEE asked whether the sur- 
veys and report of the same, of the propos- 
ed Canal between the waters of the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence and the Bay of Fundy (so 
important to the trade of the Dominion) 
will be completed in time to admit of its 
being laid before this House at its present 
Session ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—The survey is 
not yet completed. The surveying and 
engineering party is expected back about 
the 10th of next month, and we hope to 
be able to obtain their report in time to 
submit it to the House before the end of 
the Session. 


WITHDRAWAL OF TWENTY CENT COINS. 


Mr. CHEVAL asked whether it is the in- 
tention of the Government to adopt such 
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measures as may appear to them expe- 
dient, to withdraw from circulation the 
silver twenty cent coins, which are a nuis- 
ance to the public, as we have now in cir- 
culation twenty-five cent coins ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS replied that 
the Government had taken the only steps 
it was possible for them to take with re- 
gard to the withdrawal of these twenty 
cent pieces from circulation. He might 
observe that when it became necessary to 
get an additional supply of small silver 
coin, this subject engaged the attention of 
the Government, and they were of opin- 
ion that the twenty-five cent coin was the 
best to circulate, and they were fully sensi- 
ble of the disadvantage of having two 
coins in circulation so similar in appear- 
ance and so nearly alike in value. It was 
deemed advisable, however, to go on with 
the issue of the twenty-five cent coins, 
because there happened to be but a 
small amount of twenty cent 
coins in circulation. The banks were in- 
structed to accept them and never to re- 
issue them, and, therefore, it depended 
on the public to have them withdrawn. 
He was very glad to have this opportunity 
to state, that the Government were as de- 
sirous as they could possibly be to co- 
operate in every way with the banks in 
withdrawing these twenty cent coins from 
circulation. 


THE FISHERIES, &e 


In reply to a question from Hon. Sir A. T. 
GALT, respecting his motion on the paper, 
for correspondence between the Dominion 
and the Imperial Governments since the 
ist of February, 1870, on the fisheries and 
the proposed International Commission. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that there was little to relate on these 
subjects at present. The corres- 
pondence brought down showed 
that a Commission was asked for, for a 
specified purpose, by the Canadian Gov- 
ernment, in regard to the Fisheries. The 
Imperial Government promised to commu- 
nicate with the United States Government 
on the subject, and did so, with the result 
all were aware of. The changes subse- 
quently adopted at the instance of both 
Governments were already known. No- 
thing beyond the letters between the 
ministers of London and Washington 
could be preduced at present. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT complained they 
had not got any correspondence since 
Earl Kimberley’s report, and little after 
the date of 1866. However, the matter 
was coming up to-morrow. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. JONES moved for a return of the 
names of persons who have tendered for 
contracts on the Intercolonial Nailway 
He said his 
object was to gratify the public expecta- 
tion. The general impression throughout 
the country was that there was a great, 
reckless expenditure connected with this 
undertaking, that incompetency as well as 
extravagance were the order of the day 
(laughter and cheers). ‘he expenditure 
in connection with this railway was enor- 
mous a few years ago, but in 1870 it ex- 
ceeded all preceding years, being for en- 
gineers and so forth $306,681. He moved 
for details as to the letting of all the cona- 
tracts since the 19th May, 1869, the sal- 
aries of employeson the road, and other 
information in regard to it, including the 
rates per mile of the different contracts. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said a large por- 
tion of the information asked for was 
already before the House. The rest would 
be brought down. 


THE PROVINCIAL ARBITRATION. 


Mr. BLAKE moved for correspondence 
between the Canadian and Quebec and 
Ontario Governments, touching the 
Provincial arbitration and award. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU hopei the hon. 
gentleman would amend his motion so 
as to make it include a copy of the joint 
address of both Houses of the Local 
Legislature of Quebec to the Governor 
General on this subject. The address was — 
avery strong protest against the award 
being considered as anything but one il- 
legal and unjust. 

Mr. GODIN moved in amendment to 
strike out all the words after the werd 
“award” in the main motion,so as to imply 
a disavowal of confidence in the decision. 

Mr. FOURNIER moved in amendment 
to the amendment, the following addition, 
assuming the excision of the lat- 
ter portion of Mr. Blake’s motion, 
‘and that the following words be substi- — 
‘* tuted in their stead. And representing 
‘‘to His Excellency that in the opinion 
‘‘of this House the question relative to 
“the division of the debt between the 
‘‘ Provinces of Ontario and Quebec having 
‘been submitted to and adjudicated upon 
“ by two arbitrators, only one appointed — 
‘‘ by the Dominion Government and the 
‘other by the Government of On- 
“tario, in the absence of the arbi- 
‘trator appointed by the Government 
‘of Quebec, their award is not bind- 
‘“ing upon the respective Provinces.’ 
He said that he desired on that occasion 


Hon. Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD-— Yes. | to register his protest against this award, 


Mr. Cheval. 
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The Province of Quebec was unanimously 
against this award. All lawyers knew that 
when arbitrators were appointei, the pre- 
sence of all atthe hearing of the case 
was essential to any valid award. He 
went further, believing, with the Quebec 
Premier, that the award, too, should be 
unanimous. It was for Ontario to adopt 
any possible violation of the present diffi- 
culty (hear hear.) 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he could not take any action in the mat- 
ter at present, of the kind asked by the 
amendments, or any affirming the validity 
or invalidity of the award. But the QGov- 

-ernment had no objection to bring down 
all the papers, including those asked for 
by the Premier of Quebec. The amend- 
ments were premature. The House did 
not officially know that the award was the 

‘decision of the Arbitrators. The papers 
must be put on the table. The best mode 
of dealing with this subject was to excise 
from the main motion its last part, leav- 
ing the matter to be considered after the 
submission of the papers. 


Mr. JOLY said it was well known that 
on four different dates, the Government of 
Quebec protested against the decision of 
the arbitrators, and had more than once 
notified His Excellency of the resignation 
of the Quebec representative. In no case 
was anything more than a merely formal 
reply vouchsafed. Hither the Federal 
Government had or had not the right to 
interfere. If it had, the subject was sufii- 
ciently important to call for their inter- 
ference, if they had a proper regard for 
the peace, wellfare and good-understand- 
ing between the Provinces that composed 
the Dominion, and the Federal Govern. 
ment ought, if not to interfere, (in case of 
a doubt as to its power), at least, to sus- 
pend the proceedings; and if it could do 
neither, 1t should now show that it would 
at least attempt to do so. But they had 
throughout shown a lack of interest in 
the matter. He protested against the 
course which the Dominion Government 
had taken in thismatter. A course which, 
certainly, whatever might be their powers, 
was calculated to lead to difficulties. 


Mr. BLAKE was satisfied that if the 
question were found to be within the pro- 
vince of this House, and if they had power 
to deal with it, they would do so im the 
most impartial manner. He could not 
agree with his honourable friend’s motion 
on this simple ground, that he believed 
this House, independent of the law, had 
no right to deal with this question. How- 
ever desirable, or undesirable it might be, 


Provincial 


they had not the power to do so, and | 


should not attempt it. For that reason 
his honourable friend’s motion was one 
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which should not receive the assent of the 
House. He could not agree that the lat- 
ter part of his motion should be excised, 
and if the honourable member was deter- 
mined to have it done, it must be by the 
decision of a majority of this House. 
Under the circumstances of the case, it 
was the duty of the Government, as far as 
necessary for the adjustment of the debt, 
to assume that the decision of the arbi- 
trators was valid until it should be decided 
to be otherwise, and they should have the 
financial arrangements based on that 
award, and he would not agree to have it 
refused unless by a majority of the House. 

Hon. Mr. DORION could not agree with 
his hon. friend that this was a matter with 
which the House had no power to deal. 
By them the arbitrators were appointed, 
and they had a right to say whether their 
award was right er not. This was, in fact, 
their plain duty, and they should either 
ratify or annul the decision of the arbi- 
trators. He believed it was illegal for 
two of the arbitrators to come to a deci- 
sion in the absence of the third, and he 
thought the Government were deserving 
of censure for the lack of interest which 
they had displayed inthe matter. If they 
would not do their duty, it remained for 
the House to take up the question, and 
settle it at the earliest moment possible. 
It was of the highest importance to the 
Dominion at large that it should be settled 
before the approaching elections. 

Mr. MAGILL said the cause of the ab- 
sence of Judge Day was simply his in- 
ability to get the other two arbitrators to 
agree with him. If he could have done 
that, there would have been no difficulty 
at all. It was a question of law, and this 
House had no power to deal. with it. 


Mr. HARRISON agreed wth the previ- 
ous speaker, that this House had no power 
to adjudicate on the question. If the House 
could constitute themselves a bench of 
judges, they couid not be said to be quite 
impartial Some of them must be 
advocates as well as judges. He objected 
to having this matter sprurg on the 
House without notice, and to discussing it 
at all until the papers were brought 
down. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said he was 
ready to defend here what was done in 
the Quebec Legislature; but the members 
for Bellechasse and Hochelaga should not 
propose or try todo here what was not 
done in that Legislature. It was unjust 
to bring up and try to secure a decision 
or action upon the * merits of 
the question, without previous notice, 
or the submission of the papers. The 
award was illegal and unjust, and Lower 
Canada would never submit to it. It was 
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not only a legal but a political question, 
for upon its decision depended the stabil- 
ity of Confederation (hear, hear). He 
would vote against the motion of the mem- 
ber for Bellechasse. The Dominion Goy- 
ernment are bound to act upon this arbi- 
tration question ; for the subsidy payment 
would be based on some view of the ques- 
tion. He would go further than the member 
for Hochelaga, and say Quebec would not 
submit toan unjustaward from any human 
authority (hear, hear, and ironical cheers). . 
He repeated that sentiment, and affirmed 
that Quebec was unanimous on this point. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Yes, 
yes. 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU would vote 
against the amendment of the member for 
Bellechasse because it was premature. He 
would vote for the motion of the member 
for Joliette, because it would do away with 
the objectionable part of the motion of the 
member for Durham. 


Mr. GEOFFRION said the objections of 
the Premier of Quebec would have some 
force, if the question were a decision upon 
the events of the arbitration. The amend- 
ments were not premature. Information 
was not so much needed as pretended, for 
everybody, even so far North and West as 
Manitoba, knew the manner in which the 
decision was rendered. The simple ques- 
tion was, as to the legality or illegality of 
that decision. After all the information 


elicited on this subject, the Do- 
minion Ministers were unready 
to pronounce an opinion on the 
subject. He believed the decision illegal, 


and was ready to proceed with it at once, 
though so many other Quebec members 
were without any opinions thereon. 


Mr. JOSHPH DUFRESNE replied to 
the charge Owunreadiness directed against 
himself and other Quebec members. He 
was ready with his opinion, but other 
members were not, and preferred waiting 
for a better opportunity of expressing it, 
namely : when all the papers were brought 
down, and all the members were in pos- 
session of the facts. 


Mr. GEOFFRION suggested to the hon. 
gentlemen an accommodation of their 
differences. Let him ask the member for 
Bellechasse to let his motion stand for the 
present, and he would probably do it. 

Mr. DUFRESNE-—tLet him do it then. 


Hon. Dr. BEAUBIEN criticised and con 
demned the amendment of the member 
for Bellechasse, and argued in favour of 
the suspension of judgment and action on 
this question till all the papers were before 
the House. 

Hon. Mr. IRVINE hoped his hon. friend, 
after he had heard this discussion, would 
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withdraw his motion and re-introduce it 
at some more opportune time. Apart — 
from the reasons given against the intro- — 
duction of the amendment by the hon. ~ 
member for Bellechasse, he thoughtit was _ 
hardly fair to ask this House to pronounce 
an opinion on the question, without any ~ 
notice whatever having been given, and ~ 
introducing it too, we might add, as a ~ 
surprise to a motion which no one would | 
have supposed would have led to an © 
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amendment of the kind. The mo- 
tion was an unusual one, and 
was House. | 


rarely tolerated by the 
He was far from admitting that this House ~ 
was competent to settle the question at © 
all—that it was the proper tribunal. He 
was certain even the movers of the amend- 
ments would not quietly submit to an 
expression of opinion upon a substantive 
motion contrary to the spirit of theirs. 
An appeal from a decision of this Parlia- 
ment, considered unjust by Quebec, 
would doubtless be sought. 


Hon. Mr. DORION—What is the proper 
tribunal ? 


Hon. Mr. IRVINE was not called upon 
to decide ; he was merely speaking as to 
the improper tribunal. (Hear, hear.) He did 
not deny that an expression of the opinion 
of this House might be in order. So far 
as the award was to be acted upon by the 
Dominion Government—so far as they 
might have to treat it as legal or illegal— 
they would have to be responsible to this 
House for their action, and the House 
would pronounce upon it. He agreed 
with the amendments of the member for 
Joliette. They should certainly support the 
amendment to the motion of that hon. 
gentleman, so as to exempt the House 
from the expression of any premature opin- 
ion on the merits of the question. They 
should not ask the Government in any way 
to act onthe award at present. He did 
not admit it was valid, nor did he believe 
any part of it should be recognised or 
treated by this House as legal. He hoped | 
the hon. member for Bellechasse would 
consent to withdraw his ot psy any 


he must see could not possibly carry. 
(Cheers. ) 


Hon, Mr. BLANCHET argued that the — 
motion was not at present in proper form, 
as it appealed to a House at present ill- 
informed, and it would be a great deal 
more prudent and in order if the hon. 
member for Bellechasse would withdraw 
his motion. 


Mr. FOURNIER rejected the idea, that 
want of information was any defence for 
the unreadiness of the hon. members to 
proceed with this question at present. 
Every one in this House was well aware 
how the case stood at present. All the 
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facts had been made public in both Pro- 
vinces. He was certainly determined to 
obtain an expression of the Opinion of 
the House on his motion. The question 
was not as to the merits of the arbitration 
but as to whether a tribunal composed of 
three arbitrators could render a decision 
In the absence of one of the three. and 
whether the decision so rendered could be 
valid. He wouid not withdraw his mo. 
tion, but he would not object to an ad- 
journment of the debate if the House de- 
sired it. 

The debate was adjourned, and the 
House rose at six o'clock. 
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THE SENATE. 


Fripay, February 24, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


MESSAGE. 


A message was received from the House 
of Commons informing the Senate of the 
appointment of a Committee to act as a 
Joint Committee respecting the Library of 
Parliament. 


NEW MEMBER. 


Hon. Mr. CHURCHILL wag introduced 
by Hon. Messrs. Mitchell and Miller, and 
took the customary oath. 


PETITIONS. 


Petitions were presented from the Mon- 
treal and Quebec branches of the Bible 
Society, praying for the abolition of the 
duty on Bibles imported by the Society. 


COMMITTEES. 


Hon. Mr. HAMILTON presented the first 
report of the Committee on Banking, Com- 
merce, and Railways, asking that the 
quorum be reduced to nine. Motion for 
adeption of report carried. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN presented the first 
Report of the Committee on Standing 
Orders and Private Bills, asking that the 
quorum be reduced to seven. ‘(he motion 
was carried for the adoption of the report. 


POSTMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT. 


_-Hon. Mr. CAMPBELU presented the 
annual report of the Post Office Depart- 
ment for 1870, 


LEGISLATIVE PRINTING. 


A message was received fromthe House 
of Commons informing the Senate of the 
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appointment of a committee to act as a 
Joint Committee on the Legislative Print- 
ing. 


THE ARBITRATION BETWEEN ONTARIO 
AND QUEBEC. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER said that the motion 
which he was now about to make, directed 
the attention of the House to a matter of 
very great importance, namely: the 
arbitration between the Provinces of 
Quebec and Ontario. A feeling now pre- 
vailed throughout the Province of Quebec 
that a great injustice had been done to that 
section of the Dominion by the award of 
the arbitrators appointed under the Brit- 
Yhe amount at 
stake was very large indeed, and if those 
who had studied the question had made a 
correct calculation, the Province of Que- 
bec would have to pay ten or twelve 
millions of dollars according to that award, 
whereas she was not justly bound to doso. 
The award was .in favour of another Pro- 
vince which would receive the benefit of 
the amount which was taken away from 
Quebec. Instead of a division of the debts 
and assets which would give on any basis of 
population or any other fixed and equitable 
principle something like one half of those 
debts and assets to each Province, there 
was actually a difference of seven or eight 
millions made in favour of Ontario as 
against the Province of Quebec. If such 
were the case, no onecould deny that a 
great injustice had been inflicted upon 
Quebec, or fail to understand why the 
people of that section felt so aggrieved. 
The results of such a sentiment might 
lead to very grave public inconveniences. 
The Confederation of the Provinces 
had been necessitated j a large 
extent by the siate of things which 
existed between Upper and Lower Ca- 
nada previously. Every one knew that 
parties were so closely divided that govy- 
ernment became impracticable, and it was 
one of the objects of Confederation to re- 
move all causes of discontent between 
Upper and Lower Canada. The system of 
Confederation had, so far, equalled the 
anticipations of its promoters—the results 
had been most satisfactory to all sections ; 
and it would certainly be very unfortunate 
were the prospects of the harmonious 
working of the union to be marred by any 
untoward causes arising at the present 
time. Now, when it was known that such 
dissatisfaction prevailed in Quebec— 
that both branches of the _ Legis- 
lature complained unanimously of an 
injustice that had been done to that 
section, and asked that that award be set 
aside—the House should earnestly con- 
sider what was best to be done to remedy 
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a difficulty which might assume most dan- 
gerous proportions. What was the proper 
remedy it was not for him to say, but all 
must agree with him as to the necessity of 
convincing the people of Quebec that the 
Parliament of the Dominion would not be 
a party to perpetuating any injustice. He 
(Hon. Mr. Tessier) for one believed that 
there was patriotism enough in the Pro. 
vince of Ontario to refuse to sanction in- 
justice to any Province. ‘The representa- 
tives of the Maritime Provinces might 
not be so deeply interested in the question 
as Ontario or Quebec, but nevertheless 
they were equally interested in the har- 
mony of the Union, and would not fail to 
consider the question in the interests of 
the whole Dominion. If it could be shown 
that there were real and palpable errors in 
the proceedings of the arbitrators, he had 
no doubt that some remedy would be 
found on reference to some higher author- 
ity. It was to be regretted that the inten- 
tions of those who framed the clause in the 
Confederation Act, bearing on the question, 
had not been more elearly defined. The 
only clause in the British North America 
Act, referring to the question was the 
142nd, viz: ‘‘'Lhe division and adjustment 
of the debts, credits, liabilities, properties 
and assets of Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada, shall be referred to the arbitra- 
ment of three arbitrators, one chosen by 
the Government of Quebec, one by the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario and one by the Govern- 
ment of Canada ;.and the selection of the ar- 
bitrators shall not be made until the Parlia- 
ment of Canada and the Legislatures of On- 
tario and Quebec have met, and the arbitra- 
tor chosen by the Government of Canada 
shall not bearesident either in Ontario or 
Quebec.’ If that reference was compared 
with other references in similar cases, it 
would be found that unanimity was meant, 
and that in cases where the majority of arbi- 
trators could decide, the reference was con- 
strued differently. Inthatclause there was 
no mention made of an umpire. In any ar- 
bitration, whether for public or private 
purposes, where it was necessary that a 
majority should decide, 1t was mentioned in 
the convention that one of the arbitrators 
should act as an umpire. So far as the 
clause went, the three arbitrators were 
treated alike—as equal in power and au- 
thority ; and when reference was made to 
the arbitrator, not resident in Ontario or 
Quebec, he was styled “arbitrator” simply, 
not ‘‘ umpire.’”’ By reference to the Treaty 
of Ghent, in 1814, it would be seen that 
Commissioners were appointed to fix the 


boundaries of the respective countries | 


interested. The Commissioners were to 
meet at St. Andrew’s, New Brunswick, and 
if they should agree their decision was to 
be ‘‘final and conclusive,” but in the 
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event of the two Commissioners differing 
upon all or any of the matters referred 
to them, or in the event of both or 
either of the said Commissioners refusing, 
or declining, or willfully omitting to act 
as such, ‘ ; 
rate reports, stating the grounds of their 
opinions ; 
erican 

reports 
to be then named for that purpose, and 
who shall be requested to decide on the 
differences.’’ 
might be made to the Canada Trade Act, 

Imperial Statute 3rd Geo. IV, ch. 119; 

intended to settle certain difficulties~ 
of 
the levying of duties, between Upper 
and Lower Canada. 
that Commaissioners should be appointed 

as well as an umpire in case of difficulty. 

Again, reference might be made to the 

Commission for the arrangement of the 

Cregon question in 1863; an umpire was also © 
tobe appointed im case of a difference of 
opinion. 
High Commission about to sit at Washing- 
ton; and, in that case, unanimity must 
prevail, 
and conclusive. 
peculiar was the position of the three — 
arbitrators in question. 
to different conclusions, would each have 
made a separate report? Would each of 
those reports, in that case, have prevailed? 
No provision, in fact, was made for an 


| 
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they were to make joint or sepa- 


and then the British and Am- 
Governments agreed to refer the 
to some friendly Power or State, 


Then, again, reference 


connected with 


Trade, as 


Here it was provided 


At the present time, there was a 


it its decision was to be final 
It would be seen how | 


If they had come 


umpire to decide, in the British North 
America Act. But he could go further 
and say that, the arbitrators did actually 
differ from each other, as to the parti- 
cular basis to be adopted for the division 
of the debts and assets. The arbitrators 
had a very important duty to perform, 
and so faras the arbitrator for Ontario 
was concerned, he had the confidence of 
his section of the Dominion, and of the 
whole Confederation as well (hear, hear). 
That'hon. gentleman was well qualified to 
perform the duties entrusted to him. Ifany 
thing could be brought to his charge, it: 
would only be as Tallyrand said to his am- 
basadors“pas trop de zéle,’’not too much zeal, 
He had worked patriotically for his section, 
and had succeeded so well as to obtain an 
award giving Ontario more than had been ~ 
previously claimed for her by her advo 
cates. As respects the arbitrator fo 
Quebec, his reputation had been won at 
the bar and on the bench, and stood deserv 
edly high throughout the Province. The 
people of Quebec felt that their interests 
were secure whilst he remained on the 
arbitration. But the appointment made 
by the Dominion was not so fortu- 
nate. Ifsome gentleman of high stand 
ing had been chosen out of the 
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Dominion, in Great Britain for instance, it 
would have certainly given more satisfac- 
tion, to all sections of the Confederation. 
The gentleman who was actually appointed 
might have been supposed to be competent 
at the time, but it was to be confessed that 
one circumstance had the effect of shaking 
that confidence reposed in himat the out- 
set. It was to be regretted that he had 
accepted subordinate employment in oneof 
the departments of the Government of the 
Confederation, and thereby lessened confi- 
dence in him. He (Mr. Tessier) had no doubt 
that gentleman acted conscientiously, but 
it was certainly notorious that the fact of 
his remaining in the arbitration and assist- 
ing in doing some other work for the 
Dominion Government was not viewed 
with satisfaction in Quebec, nor even 
in Ontario. Now, it appeared from the 
printed opinions of the arbitrators that 
they did not agree in opinion. For in- 
stance, Hon. Mr. MacPherson said: ‘On 
the whole, itis with the utmost confidence 
submitted that the ratio deduced 
from population, as ascertained by the 
Census of 1861, 1s, of all modes suggested, 
the most just; for when liabilities have to 
be laid upon a whole people, who possess 
so equally the means of paying as the 
people of Ontario and Quebec, what can 
be more equitable than to distribute them 
per capita.’ On the other hand, Hon. J. 
H. Gray declared: ‘‘A division according 
to population certainly seems the sim- 
plest, and is undoubtedly the most expe- 
ditious mode; but from the arguments 
advanced up to this time, I do not see my 
way clear, in the absence of any agreement 
between the representatives of Ontario 
and Quebec, to adopt it. It has been 
argued it would not be just or fair 
—it may be added, perhaps it mighl 
be practically impossible.’ Those were 
the opinions of the two arbitrators as to 
the basis of division, and it could be seen 
that they were entirely -at variance. 
Lest he might be charged with asserting 
too much respecting the feeling in the 
Province of Quebec, as he only wished to 
state what was perfectly correct he would 
refer to the resolutions proposed and 
unanimously adopted in the month of 
November last, by both the branches of 
the Legislature of Quebec. Those resolu- 
tions declared : 

‘«‘ That the injustice of the said pretend- 
ed award is evident from the same having 
been rendered wholly in the, interest of 
the Province of Ontario, and from the fact 
that while Messrs. Gray and MacPherson 
refused to take into consideration the rela- 
tive financial positions of the two Pro- 
vinces at the time of the Union, they have 
taken into consideration the object and 
nature of certain items of expenditure as 
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having been incurred in one or the other 
section of the Province of Canada from the 
period of the Union to Confederation ; 
that the said pretended award is further 
unjust, inasmuch as the division of the 
credits, properties and assets of the late 
Province of Canada does not even proceed 
upon the same basis and principles as 
those which appear to have been adopted 
in relation to the division of the balance 
of the debt, and does not rest upon any 
principle whatsoever, but. is purely arbi- 
trary and favours the Province of Ontario.” 

On that occasion the hon. gentleman who 
acts as Treasurer of the Province of Quebec, 
Mr. Robertson made some lengthy re- 
marks, in the course of which he said ; 
‘‘ By the present award the debt of Que- 
bec was put at $5,006,327 and Ontario 
at $5,593,673, the latter half a million 
less than she admitted owing, and the 
former many hundred thousands more 
than she was convinced was right. 
Quebec took the ground that the old 
Upper Canada debt should be taken off 
the common debt of ten millions and a 
half, and the balance divided between her 
and Ontario, on such _ principle as 
might be decided upon by the 
Arbitrators. In dividing the assets, Que- 
bec had been awarded only about $4,000,- 
000, and Ontario, $14,000,000.” If such 
were the case, as there stated, then he was 
sure a feeling of indignation would arise 
evenin the Province of Ontario, to set 
aside the award. When Nova Scotia com- 
plained that an injustice had been done 
her, the Parliament of Canada came for- 
ward and remedied the injustice. Every 
disposition had been shown to conciliate 
all sections of British America, and bring 
them into the Confederation ; and under 
those circumstances he had no doubt that 
the claims of Quebec would receive all the 
consideration to which they were entitled. 
Now as respects the legal point, he would 
say that it was an understood principle be- 
tween private individuals, between cor- 
porations as well as countries, that a proper 
consent must be given. The province of 
Quebec took only its existence by the Con- 
federation Act, and could not strictly be 
said to have been a party consenting to 
that reference to arbitrators mentioned in 
the said Act. We had yet to learn what 
rules were adopted for the adjudication 
of the questions at issue. None apparently 
were adopted when one of the arbitrators 
resigned. The two remaining arbitrators 
had no jurisdiction to proceed in the ab. 
sence of the other. This was a well settled 
doctrine. See Domats Civil Law by Cush- 
ing vol. I, No. 1110. ‘Arbitrators can- 
not judge unless they are all together.” 
Another reason which made the award so 
unsatisfactory, was the fact that the arbi- 
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trators refused to admit the claims which 
were properly raised by Quebec. Upper 
Canada, at the time of the Union, had a 
debt of $6,000,000, whilst Lower Canada had 
actually a sum to her credit. The arbitra- 
tors refused to enter into the considera- 
tion of that claim, and why ? ‘They argued 
because the Union Act had been brought 
forward on high political grounds. {f those 
grounds existed in 1840, when this country 
had not the benefit of responsible Govern- 
ment—when it was not supposed that 
equal justice was to be meted out to all 
portions of the Provinces, was the same 
maxim to prevail now? He hoped that 
there was not a feeling in the Confedera- 


tion, that would “on high political 
grounds,’ make the Province of 
Quebec pay ten millions whilst a 
sister Province would only _ pay 


half. On the contrary, if an injustice was 
committed formerly, there was no reason 
to perpetuate it, or make the injury now 
actually greater than the first. 


Mr. Justice Day expressed himself at 
page 22 of his pamphlet as follows : 


‘It is matier of history that Upper 
‘¢«Canada, whatever her undeveloped re- 
‘sources may have veen, was in a condi- 
‘‘ tion of great financial embarrassment, 
‘in 1841, and itis not too much to say 
‘‘ that she was rescued from a calamitous 
“ crisis by the union with Lower Canada.” 

It was stated in the life of Lord Syden- 
ham, pp. 133-4, upon the authority of 
the Parliamentary papers of 1840, that : 

‘‘ Inthe summer of 1839, Upper Canada 
‘6 was on the eve of bankruptcy, with an 
“annual revenue of not more than 
‘“¢ £78,000. The charge for the interest of 
¢ its debt was £65,000, and the permanent 
‘expense of its Government £55,000 
“more, leaving an annual deficiency of 
“ £42,000 while the want of a seaport 
‘deprived it of the power of increasing 
‘its revenue in the usual and least oner- 
‘ous way by the imposition of duties * 
«* * and the ruinous expedient 
‘(which had been adopted of late of 
*¢ paying the interest of the public debt 
‘out of fresh loans could no longer be 
‘‘ repeated.” 


The Imperial Government to help Up- 
per Canada out of the ‘ condition in which 
‘Cit was impossible to continue,’’ brought 
about the union of Upper Canada and 
Lower Canada. 


And again Lord Sydenham in his letters 
of 20th November and 8th December, 
1839, pp. 144, 150, says : 

‘“ The finances are more deranged than 
“we believed even in England. The 
** deficit £75,000 a year, more than equal to 
‘the income. All public works suspended. 
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“Emigration going on fast from the Pro 
‘¢vinee. Every man’s property worth only 
“half what it was. The Union offered 
“the only means of recruiting its finan- 
‘< ces by persuading Great Britam to help 
‘the Upper Canada Exchequer.” 


The foregoing extracts, to which others 
equally strong might easily beadded, shew 
how urgent the necessity was, from which 
the Union relieved the Upper Province. 


The true rule to have adopted was to give 
every one his due—we should not take from 
one man to give toanother. Thatrule which 
prevailed between individuals should hold 
good in the case of nations or sections 
of countries. But it might be said that 
there was a partnership in fact, and that 
we should have to consider the position 
of the two Provinces, since the union, and 
particularly the fact that Quebec had 
derived larger advantages than Ontario 
from the union. Now, looking at the facts, 
he held an opinion directly the reverse. 
The Province of Upper Canada, in 1841, 
hada population of 465,000 souls, and 
Lower Canada 663,000. ‘Ten years after- 
wards, in 1851, Upper Canada had 
increased her population to 952,000, 
while that of Lower Canada was 890,000 or 
62,000 less than that of the sister Province. 
Was the increase the result of natural 
growth? No, it was brought about by Im- 
migration, stimulated by the expenditure 
of large sums of public money in the con- 
struction of Public Works m Upper Cana- 
da. It was urged that the Public Works 
were beneficial to Lower Canada. He ad- 
mitted that to be the case, but at the same 
time they had been doubly advantageous 
to Upper Canada. It was well known that 
the Union between Upper and Lower Cana- 
da was, in some degree, practically carried 
out 2s a Federal Union. Nothing was given 
to Upper Canada, unless some equivalent was 
made to Lower Canada, and vice versa. Gen- 
tlemen from Ontario knew full well that 
they benefitted largely ? with Lower Cana- 


da, In i861 the population of On- — 
tario had increased to 1,396,091, 
while that of Quebec was 1,111,506 


Now - the partnership had been dissolved. 
Upper Canada was in the enjoyment of a 
large surplus, instead of the debt with. 
which she entered into the union in 1841. 
Lower Canada, on the other hand, was 
saddled with the larger proportion of the 
debt, and received no compensation for 
the liabilities which she had paid at the 
time of the Union. He would only cite 
two instances of the mode in which the 
assets were divided. for example, looking 
at the award, he found the Montreal 
Turnpike ‘Trust, $188,000, was placed 
among the assets given to Quebec. Now 
the fact was that amount was actually a 
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liability thrown upon the Province of 
Quebec. The arbitrators themselves ac- 
knowledged as much, for they said: 
‘‘Whereas the said sum is secured 
_by debentures issued upon the credit 
of the said Trust, and guaranteed by 
the late Province of Canada. * .* * * 
Now, therefore the said arbitrators having 
assigned the said Trust as an asset to the 
Province of Quebec, we hereby adjudge 
and award that the said Province shall 
hereafter indemnify, protect, and save 
harmless the said Dominion, and the said 
Province of Ontario against any charge 
upon or payment by the said Dominion, in 


Arbitration 


respect of the said debentures, or the said. 


guarantee, or inrespect inany other way 
of the said trust.’’ And again in the divis- 
1on of the assets, there was another item, 
the Municipal Loan Fund of Upper Cana- 
da, amounting to $7,000,000, and it was 
handed over to Ontario. On the other 
hand the Municipal Loan Fund of Lower 
Canada, some two or three millions, was 
awarded to Quebec. Now that Municipal 
Loan Fund was actually a: joint property 
of the Canadas, and could not be awarded 
in the mode propose without an injustice 
to Quebec. e It might be more convenient 
to Ontario to receive the $7,000,000 in its 
own Province, but justice rather than 


convenience should be consid- 
ered in such cases. The Muni- 
cipal Loan Fund was __ actually 


taken from the public chest of Canada—it 
belonged to Lower as well as Upper 
Canada. Yet, seven millions were given 
to one, and only two or three to the other. 
In whatever light the award was considered, 
its injustice was evident. It was a nullity 
to all intents and purpose. ‘There was a 
want of jurisdiction—it was not binding 
onany one party. Three arbitrators were 
appointed, and all must be present at the 
award, but in the present case, one 
resigned. All that the arbitrators had te 
do was to report the fact to the proper 
quarter ~ the Dominion Government. Sup- 
pose one of the arbitrators died or became 
incapacited, could the arbitrators proceed? 
If they did, their award would be a nullity. 
The proper course then to pursue would be 
for the two arbitrators to report the facts, 
and the higher authority would notify the 
party who had the right to appoint another 
arbitrator. In the casein question, however, 
the judgment was given before the Pro- 
vince of Quebec had even time to appoint 
another arbitrator in place of Judge 
Day. That selection could not be 
made hastily—even if it were not made 
for months, the delay in a matter of such 
importance would not be improper. If 
the arbitrators had been less hasty, he 
_Was sure that the errors of fact, found in 
the award, would not have occurred. 
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Again, it was urged against one of the arbi- 
trators, that whilst the Confederation Act 
stated positively that he must not be a 
resident of either Ontario or Quebec, the 
fact was that he had been residing in Ottawa 
for some time. It was a question of domi- 
cile, a question of fact to be ascertained. If 
he still kept up an establishment in St. 
John, with his servants therein, then the 
case would be different. Certainly, en- 
quiry should have been made into a matter 
so intimately affecting the validity of the 
award; butnone such was ever instituted. 
Who could decide upon this disqualitica. 
tion, not Mr. Gray himself, but Mr. Day 
had resigned, where was the majority of the 
arbitrators ? The more he considered the 
question, the more positive he was that the 
award was not founded inlaw. Under the 
Union Act of 1840, when the Bill was 
introduced, there was a clause providing 
for arbitration or Commissioners, and the 
late Chief Justice Robinson, of Upper 
Canada, who. wrote a pamphlet on the 
subject, said that in case of the death of 
one of the Commisssoners the arbitration 
would be at an end, because the clause 
did not provide for the appointment of 
another. In 1814 Belgium was united 
to Holland, but in 1830, a revolution 
occurred, anda Conference was held in 
London to fix proper limits to the territory 
of the former country, and to arrange the 
debts and other matters affecting her. 
At that time a gentleman (Mr. Nothomb, ) 
who was connected with the revolution, 
and subsequently became a faithful sub- 
ject of King Leopold—in fact, one of the 
Secretaries of the Congress—wrote a book 
upon the facts of the case. From that 
work it would be seen that the opinion 
expressed in the Conference was that the 
debts of Belgium, which existed at the time 
of the union, in 1814, revived, as a 
matter of course, when the separation 
took place. According to the basis of 
arrangement each country would have 
to take back exclusively the debts for 
which it was liable before the Union. In 
case of a conflict of opinion between the 
Commissioners, the matter was to be re- 
ferred to the five Great Powers of Europe. 
That reference was not made—the fact of 
its existence no doubt was sufficient to 
make the Commissioners agree. In con- 
clusion, he expressed his confidence that 
the House would see justice done to 
the Province of Quebec, which naturally 
felt deeply aggrieved, and that even the 
representatives of Ontario would not ac- 
cept an award based on injustice to ano- 
ther section. Unless aremedy were pro- 
vided, difficulties might ‘arise to threaten 
the harmonious working of the Union. 
It was most advisable that all sections of 
the Dominion should be satisfied with the 
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manner in which the Government of the 
country was conducted. If all sections 
received equal justice, everybody would 
be content, but ifan injury was inflicted 
on a particular Province, discontent would 
necessarily be engendered. If there was 
a disposition shown to give that justice 
which was due to Quebec, then the feel- 
ing which now prevailed in that section 
would soon disappear, and the Confedera- 
tion would necessarily grow stronger, and 
its people more happy and prosperous 
with the progress of years. 


Hon. Mr, WILMOT, in seconding the 
motion, said that it would not be proper 
for him then to express any opinion 
with respect to the Arbitration. 
The fact that the Legislature of 
Quebec had expressed such strong opinions 
with respect to the award of the Arbitration, 
should be earnestly considered by 
all who wished to see the Union work 
satisfactorily. The House knew that the 
delegates met at Quebec and arranged a 
scheme of Union. but that it was subse- 
quently amended in London on the repre- 
sentation of the Maritime Provinces. 
Again, at a later time, further concessions 
were made to Nova Scotia for the purpose 
cf conciliating her. On the whole the 
Confederation was working satisfactorily, 
and it was very desirable that it should 
continue to do so. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that every one 
ought to approach a question of such 
magnitude with a disposition to treat it 
with fairness, and he had no doubt that 
the House was prepared to doso. It had 
been already shown that there was great 
unanimity on the subject in Quebec, but 
it might be urged that that unanimity was 
the result of a oneness of interest. In- 
terest certainly had much influence on 
the minds of persons, but it was impos- 
sible to ignore the fact that men 
of all creeds and parties condemned 
the award as unjust to the Province. Men 
of intelligence and right feeling did not 
differ when principles of right and justice 
were involved. Whilst he was himself 
quite prepared to acknowledge the ability 
of the arbitrators in dealing with the sub- 
ject, yet he could not help coming to the 
conclusion that they approached the dis- 
charge of their duties too much in the 
spirit of advocates, not sufficiently in the 
spirit of judges. All authorities on the 
subject of arbitrations informed us that 


the arbitrators should come to- 
gether with the determination 
to agree, to> “eet | tinyeeor? call 


prejudices, and to discuss the question | 


temperately and calmly, so as to arrive at 
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each other on all points. {The arbi- 
trator from Ontario, for instance, differed 
entirely from the Dominion arbitrator 
respecting the basis of dividing the debts. 
Whilst he quite agreed with the eulogy 
pronounced upon the arbitrator for On- 
tario, yet he could not coincide in the as- 
sertion that 1t was quite competent for a 
gentleman acting in his capacity to con- 
sider solely the interests of Ontario. As 
soon as he was appointed an arbitrator, he 
became virtually a judge between the two 
Provinces. What he (Mr. Sanborn) com- 
plained of particularly was the fact that 
the arbitrators did not proceed on an 
equitable principle of division and adjust- 
ment. Prior to 1841 Upper and Lower 
Canada were distinct Provinces, 
and then they were united, 
but subsequently they were always — 
in reality treated as separate. They had 
a distinct system of law—each had its 
Attorney-General and  Solicitor-General 
—what was given to the one was gener- 
ally asked for the other. It was admitted 
that the debt of Upper Canada at the time 
of the Union was something like six and a 
half millions, whilst Lower Canada had a 
considerable balance in hand. Now, we 
were told that the arbitrators considered — 
nothing prior to the Union, and the rea- 
sons given for such a course were very 
weak. Any equitable adjustment must 
take into consideration the condition 
of things at the time of the Union, and 
on that account alone Quebec had every 
reason to complain with respect to the 
award. Asrespects the legal aspect of 
the question, he was of the opinion that it 
was not correct to treat the matter as a 
public arbitration. The two Provinces had 
interests at issue just like any two indivi- 
duals would have. In this connection, the 
hon. gentleman referred to Russell, Cald- 
welland Watson on arbitration, for the pur- 
pose of shewing the scope of arbitrations, 
and the legal mode of carrying them on, 
He contended that the award of the arbi- 
tration wasa nullity, since the proper condi- 
tions had not been fulfilled—the three ar- 
bitrators, for instance, not having been 
present when it was made; and went o 
to say that it was a matter of the greatest 
importance to the Confederation that th 
matter should be settled in such a manne 
that all ill-feeling in any section might b 
dispelled. He was not prepared to say 
how the Province of Quebec was to be re 
lieved from the difficulty, but he truste 
that justice would be done sooner or later. 
Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL said that h 
was quite sure that although his hon 
friend opposite had thought fit to int 
duce his motion withsuch lengthy remar 


a proper decision. In the present case, 
we found the arbitrators at variance with 


he would not think it strange if he (M 
Campbell) should for the present conte: 
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ingness of the Government to bring down | 


ali the papers in its possession. 


Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE regretted that the 
hon. gentleman shouid have spoken so 
much at length in reference to a motion, 
merely for the production of papers. It 
was very unfortunate, in his opinion, that 
this premature discussion should have oc- 
curred, when it would all probably have to 


be repeated when the information asked | 


for was regularly before the House. It 
was not fair to surprise gentlemen in that 
manner, and allow a discussion all on one 
side to go to the country. One hon. 


gentleman had _ expressed, at the 
outset of his .remarks, a desire to 
treat the question in a. spite 


of the utmost fairness, and yet he had gone 
on to argue it in a spirit of partisanship. 
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
‘said that the discussion would do good, for 
it would direct the attention of hon. gen. 
tlemen to the subject, and lead them to 
see hew far the remarks of the hon. gentle- 
man who had made the motion were justi- 
fied by the facts. The people of Quebec 
wished that their case should be thorough- 
ly understood, and would be deeply in- 
-censed with their representatives were 
they to fail to bring it fully before 
Parliament. In his opinion, the arbitra- 
tors had erred, and failed to do justice to 
‘Quebec. Every one knew that if a jJuryman 
absconded, when a case was under trial, any 
judgment the jury would then render 
would be null and void. On _ similar 
grounds, any decision arrived at by an- 
arbitration, whose numbers were incom- 
plete by the resignation or death of,one of 


its members, would be _ nugatory. 
In Quebec no _ difference of opl- 
“nion existed with respect to 


‘the injustice oi the decision—the people, 
‘irrespective of nationalities, were unanim- 
-ous on that point. He regretted to see the 
feeling that now existed in that Province, 
but it would not disappear until the griev- 
ance was removed. It would be better 
for the Dominion Government to assume 
all the debts of the Provinces than to allow 
the difficulty to get worse. Some mode of 
allaying the existing dissatisfaction must 
certainly be found withas little deiay as 
~possible. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said that if any mis- 
take had been committed by the Arbitra- 
tor from New Brunswick, he could assure 
the House it was an error of judgment, 
not of intention. 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said that many gen- 
tlemen certainly had reason to complain 


that the House had been taken by sur- 
prise, for he had not expected that the 
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merits of the question would have been 
dealt with at that stage, when the papers 
were only asked for. [t was certainly un- 
fortunate that an exparte statement should 
go before the country. As respects the 
Arbitrators, he was sure that they had 
considered the question with a conscien- 
tious desire to arrive at a right solution. 


The SPEAKER here stated that a tele- 
gram had just been received announcing 
the fact that peace had been signed at 
Versailles, (cheers), 

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON said that the 
House would not, of course, expect him to 
enter into the merits of the question at 
that stage. He had to discharge a very 
onerous and delicate duty, and had en- 
deavoured to do soto the best of his 
ability. He could assure the House that 
he had endeavoured to act with the utmost 
impartiality. If the time should come, 
when the whole matter could be discussed 
he would be prepared to vindicate the 
award. He did not enter upon the con- 
sideration of the question in the spirit of 
an advocate, but had dealt with it impar- 
tially and honestly. 

Hon. Mr. TESSIER had no doubt that 
the Arbitrators discharged their duties con- 
scientiously and he had not the least in- 
tention to say any thing reflecting on their 
personal character. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN felt the highest re- 
gard for the hon. gentleman opposite who 
had been acting as arbitrator. He had 
not used the term “‘advocate’’ offensively. 
What he meant was that the arbitrators 
had dealt with the question too argu- 
mentatively—according to too strict tech- 
nical rules. 

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON did not find 
fault with the remarks of hon. gentle- 
men, who had, on the whole, treated him 
with every consideration. As respects 
the hon. gentleman from New Brunswick 
—the Dominion arbitrator—he had acted 
with a most conscientious desire to give a 
right decision. He had never seen a man 
more anxious to do what was right 


MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY. 


A Message was received from His Ex- 
cellency, thanking the House for their 
loyal address. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, Feb. 24, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:20 
p.m. 


gg International 


PETITIONS. 


The following petitions were presented : 

Mr. JOHN CRAWFORD (Leeds) pre- 
sented the petition of H. J. Hubertus and 
others, praying to be incorporated to 
construct a railway from Toronto, through 
Peterboro’, Madoc and Ottawa City, 
and across the Ottawa River into the Pro- 
vince of Quebec. The Company to be 
known as the Ontario and Quebec Railway 
Company. 

Mr. WORKMAN presented the petition 
of William Matheson and others in Montreal 
against the duties on coal, flour, &c. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) asked leave to 
introduce a Billto amend the Act Chap- 
66, 31st Victoria, relating to the naturali- 
zation of aliens. 

Mr. YOUNG moved to refer the re- 
turns on unforseen expenses to the Print- 
ing Committee. 

Hon. Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD pre- 
sented the published report of the Post- 
master General for 1870. 

A formal Supply Bill was granted. 

The Committee rose and reported, and 
obtained leave to sit again on ‘Tuesday. 


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT moved the follow- 
ing resolutions: Resolved—That this 
House recognizes in the fullest manner the 
importance to the cause of peace and 
civilization, of the settlement of all ques- 
tions in dispute between Great Britain and 
the United States. And, in the especial 
interests of Canada will rejoice to find the 
result of the Joint High Commission pro- 
ductive of cordial and lasting friendship be- 
tween the two nations. 


That this House regards the control and 
disposal of the inshore fisheries and the 
navigation of the inland waters of the Do. 
minion, as specially within the powers con- 
veyed to the Parliament of Canada under 
the British North America Act; and will 
view with the utmost concern and appre- 
hension any proposal to alter: or diminish 
the just rights of the Dominion, in these 
respects, without their consent. 


That this House has always been, and 
now is, prepared to concede the most free | 
and unrestricted use of the fisheries and | 
inland navigation to the United States, | 
upon receiving as an equivalent therefor | 
complete compensation in modification of | 
the United States commercial system, di- 
rected to the more free and liberal inter. | 
change of the products of labour in the 
two countries. 

That the concession to the United States 
of the freedom of the fisheries and of the | 
St. Lawrence, without compensation, would 


Mr. Cra word. fi 
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place Canada in a most disadvantageous 
position for future negotiation, by depriv- 
ing her of the means of offering any 
adequate equivalent for those concessions 
she is desirous of obtaining from that 
nation. 

‘hat tne House willingly consents to the - 
consideration by the Joint High Commis- 
sion of all subjects in which Canada is con- 
cerned with the United States, and will 
cheerfully make any sacrifices that may be 


| required at their hands in the interest of © 


the Empire, so far as they do not com- 
promise the nationalinterests and security — 
of this country, and directly tend to their 


undue subordination to the United States. _ 


in the future. 

He said he had never on any occasion» 
been more strongly impressed with the- 
gravity of the circumstances under which. 
he addressed the House, than he was at 
this moment. The interests which were at 
stake in the negociations now pending be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, 
were of the most vital character to this 
Dominion. Our future political existence 
depended on the manner in which they 
were settled. It was the duty of the 
House tostrengthen the Government by 
every means in their power, in the protec- 


| tion of the interests of their country, and_ 


he was sure the Government would be 
glad to have the support of Parliament 
in carrying out the policy which they had 
themselves announced. There were mat- 
ters connected with the appointment of 
the Joint High Coramission, which were- 
calculated to excite distrust in the minds 
of our people and rendered it necessary 
that the views of this House should be pre- 
sented in unmistakable language. He 
knew that this action would imply a doubt 
as to the protection of the interests of 
this country in the negociations now pend- 
ing. He would not, however, for a mo- 
ment attribute dishonourable motives to the 
Imperial Government. Far from it. But 
they were anxious for a settlement of the 
pending disputes and the establishment of 
cordial relations with the United States. 
Having those great ends in view, he 
thought they might look at our Canadian 
interests in these questions as of compara- 
tively minor importance. It was a favourite 
idea with the Americans, that Canada. 
should become a part of the Republic. The 
States would prefer, that the concessions 
to be made should be such as to place us 
in a position of subordination and inferior- 
ity. ‘This, rather-than English conces- 
sions or money payments would be par- 
ticularly welcome to our neighbours. A 
year ago the only question of great mo. — 
ment between Canada and the States was, — 
that as to our claims to indemnity for the — 
Fenian raid. As to the Fisheries, no treaty 
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or national recognition was needed to con- 


firm or establish our rights to the three | 


mile limit. Our rights were of an inter- 
national character, The fact of the Treaty 
being made, confirmed the Canadian na- 
tional pretension on the subject. The 
license system avoided difficulties as to the 
fisheries. The causes for a failure of the 
license system were, and must be found, 
in the fact that it was not enforced. An 
able pamphlet recently issued, on this 
subject proved that statement [f the 
Government were unable to carry out the 
system of licenses or partial exclusion, 
a fortiori, it would be still more difficult 
to enforce asystem of total exclusion. 
ln protecting the rights of Canada, the 
Government would receive as cordial assist- 
ance from him as if he 
cordially approved oof all _ their 
previous action (cheers). Our Govern- 
ment soon found that they could not en- 
force their rights respecting the three 
mile limit, without running the risk of losing 
their rights involved in the headland ques- 
tion. Interference of England was again 
invoked. Mr. Campbell had expressed 
the feeling of distrust in Carada, and in 
the Cabinet, whose members saw it was 
_proper to expressit. The papers showed 
that the Fisheries and Fenian raid ques- 
tions were pressed, and the subject of the 
withdrawal of the Imperial troops. (Hon. 
Sir A. T. Galt here read portions of the 
papers recently brought down, exhibiting 
the representations of Mr. Campbell and 
the reply of Earl Kimberley. He (Hon. 
Sir A. T. Galt) presumed that the instruc- 
tions respecting the protection of the 
Fisheries tor the current year, which were 


the same as last year, were 
the’ fruit of Imperial counsel. 
This, however, seemed vague 


and not satisfactory. The reply of Earl 
Kimberley was as vague as it could be in 
the then state of affairs, binding the Im- 
perial Government in no respect whatever. 
The second point was as to Fenian claims. 
They were very much stronger than the 
‘Alabama’ claims (cheers). The raid took 
place in a time of peace, and when no 
causes existed here to give it a shadow of 
excuse. ‘he drilling and preparations, 
moreover, were carried on in broad day- 
light. The “Alabama” escaped by stealth. 
What comparison was there between the 
two cases? The ‘‘Alabama”’ case was a sin- 
gle one, but we have had these raids from 
year to year. Properly, then, Mr. Camp- 
bell was urged to press these claims for 
indemnity for the past and security for 
the future. Under those circumstances, 
the language of the Imperial Government 
should have been plain and distinct. (He 
read Karl Kimberley’s despatch to show 
how the reply contrasted with what might 
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have been looked for.) The House and 
the country would learn with surprise that 
Canadian remonstrances had not been pro- 
ductive of any British remonstrances with 
All that 
was done was, a demand for a bill of the 
losses by those outrages; and we were 
required not to present our claims in any 
way calculated to hurt the feelings of our 
neighbours. No man in Canada needed 
this warning. Suffering as we had suftered 
in those cases, we might have expected a 
more sympathetic and useful response 
than we had received from the Imperial 


authorities. ‘Then as to the withdrawal of 
the military, little consideration had 
been shown our feelings, if 


not our interests, in the matter. The action 
taken had been characterised by great 
haste and precipitancy. In the Canadian 
appeal preferred by Mr. Campbell, a cordi- 
al and friendly answer might have been 
given. The language of the Earl was of 
a wholly different character. After reciting 
the language of that nobleman, to the 
effect that the Imperial Government's 
decision as to the withdrawal of troops 
would not be departed from, he said he 
only adverted to this subject now because 
it formed part of Mr. Campbell’s mission. 
The language of that Government had a’ 
most important bearing upon our present 
position. Unless the House expressed 
some opinion in this matter, we should be 
assumed to be perfectly satisfied with the 
measure of support indicated in the Eng- 
lish despatches. ‘The correspondence was 
unsatisfactory,and the mission of Mr. Camp- 
bell, so far as eliciting any promise of 
Imperial support and encouragement a fail- 
ure. With respect to the fishery question, 
and despatch of Oct. 10th, 1870, we found 
the proposal for a Commission to settle dis- 
puted points as to fishery limits, came 
from Mr. Adams when Minister to Kngland 
in 1866. The object was to remove doubts 
as to geographical limits, within which 
Americans had aright to fish. The proposal 
remained in abeyance till Mr. Campbell 
went to England. The Order in Council giv- 
ing him authority to proceed thither, said 
nothing about a Commission. He was glad to 
think our Government did not propose it, 
because we claimed a right and professed 
certainty upon it, and could not properly 
have put our pretentions in doubt. It 
was tor Americans to propose a Commission, 
and, fortunately for us, they were first to 
do it (cheers). Notwithstanding the pro- 
position of the Imperial Government for a 
joint Commission to settle the fishery 
limits, it was intended to be of a practical 
kind, with the object of settling what was 
fair and just between both nations. Con- 
sidering the absence of complaints, and 
correspondence on the part of the 
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United States respecting the Fisheries, 
President Grant’s accusations on the sub- 
ject in his Message, startled the whole 
Dominion. We might have assumed that 
the United States Government would have 
inquired in regard to the supposed Cana- 
dian abuse of Fishery rights. No commu- 
nications with our Government took place. 
The first thing we heard of the matter was 
through newspaper paragraphs, that the sub- 
ject of the Fisheries was being discussed at 
Washington. The Canadian Government 
papers, in good faith doubtless, denied the 
stories, but they were correct. Up to 
the 10th of February, the Imperial 
Government communicated with the 
Canadian Government on the negoti- 
ations. Afterwards, however, the British 
Ministers entirely ignored our Govern- 
ment. With regard to the reference in 
the Queen’s speech of the possibility of 
individual indiscretions in relation to the 
Fisheries, and warning against our depre- 
cating them, unless there was some con- 
cession respecting the three mile right 
contemplated. Individual indiscretions 
would be as likely to occur after the de- 
cision of the Commission as they are at 
present. Canada had an undoubted 
right to this limit, and if the exercise of 
her authority could be construed into 
improprieties or indiscretions, we should 
know it. He doubted if the Canadian 
Government had any information as to the 
Commission further than the Thornton- 
Fish correspondence. He censured the 
extension of the Commission, which was 
at first designed to settle the 
headland question. His object in 
this motion was to strengthen the hands 
of the Government—not to weaken them. 
He did not desire to censure the Imperial 
Government or accuse it of any intention 
to sacrifice our rights, But he believed 
the mixing up of Canadian with Imperial 
questions in this Commission would be dis- 
advantageous tous. -Bothsets of questions 
should have been kept separate. The 
fisheries were of paramount importance to 
us. They meant an important source of 
employment and trade to us, and a field 
for the training up of seamen. They have 
intrinsic merits also. They constituted 
valuable means of commercial exchange 
with the United States—means of securing 
useful trading equivalents from our neigh- 
bours. It was the way we dealt with the fish- 
eries and navigation of the St. Lawrence 
upon which depended our future advan- 
tage and superiority with the United 
_ States in negotiating any commercial con- 
vention. Ifwe made an improper use of 
them—if we lost those advantages— we 
should be placed ina position of inferi- 
ority, having nothing to offer for enviable 
opportunities. He vindicated the manner 


Hon. Sir. A. T. Galt. 
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in which Canada had discharged her neigh- 

bourly obligations towards the United: 
States during the last war. We were al- 

ways ready, and are still, to treat with: 
them on fair terms. We always offered 

them coveted facilities for a reasonable re- 

turn. There was no reason why our claims 

and interests should have been exposed to- 
injury by union with British questions, on 
which Britain’s position was not near so 

strong as was ours. Then, he proposed 
to introduce a few short resolutions- 
referring to the matters in dispute between 
Canada and the United States, which were 

distinct from the questions pending be- | 
tween Great Britain and the Republic. It. _ 

was important that we should make no 
concessions which would sacrifice our 
rights. There were certain things which 
this country could not lose. The House 
would agree with him in believing that the — 
concessions that would be demanded by 
the United States would, if granted, place: — 
us ina position of inferiority. The Im- 
perial Government would, no doubt, be 
asked to transfer this country to the 

United States. He forone repudiated the- 
idea that this country was in any way sub- 

ordinate, or that it should ever be subordi-. 
nated to the policy of the United States. 
(cheers). He had only one object in view, 

a desire to maintain the connection with 

Great Britain as long as it could be main-. 
tained with reference to the honour and 

interests of the two countries, and 
when the time should come that. 
that connexion was to cease, 

he desired that the people of Canada 
should not be placed in any position of 
inferiority to the Great Republic to the 
South of us. He declared to hold in our | 
hands those great interests which would. 
go, hereafter, to build up an empire on 
this continent (cheer). He desired that 
we should not lightly part with them, that. 
they should be kept intact in the hands of 
this Dominion, and it was by maintaining 
our rights and not consenting to any weak — 
concession on this point, but by a firm. 
assertion of what we believed to be the 

rights of this county and maintaining them, 

that we should best protect ourselves 
from what he believed to be the somewhat 
dangerous position in which we now stood 
(cheers). 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD expressed | 
his pleasure at the intimation of the hon. 
gentleman, that his motion was not one’ 
hostile to the Government. He was cer- 
tain he occupied too a high a position in- 
the politics of the country, and asa states- — 
man, to say otherwise than he thought, or 
shrink from any proper responsibility. 
No doubt, he believed, the passage of his. 
motion would strengthen the hands of the 
Government and of himself (Sir John) as a- 
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member ofthe Commission. (Hear, hear. ) 
But he did not believe it would strength- 
en their hands, to give the Government 
and people of the United States, reason to 
believe that they entertained any distrust 
of the Mother Country, (cheers,) that they 


feared she could think for a 
moment of sacrificing the interests 
of Canada. (Renewed cheers. ) 


They should avoid any expression of dis- 
trust. He could not join in it, being satisfied 
of the truth and loyalty of England, in the 
larger sense of the word, towards us. 
(Hear, hear.) He wag satisfied of the 
honour of the statesmen of England, and 
that they would not, for any consideration 
of peace or the quiet settlement of any of 
the questions between their country and 
the United States, sacrifice the interests 
of the people of Canada. Hewas convinced, 


that if any Government were base enough to | 


propose such a course, it would be repudi- 
ated and rejected with disdain by the 
British people. He had no fear that the 
pledges given, by Government after Gov- 
ernment, would be broken. If there was a 
country in the world, or a Government in 
the world that had always kept its pledges, 
carried out its engagements and enforced 
its treaties—no matter at what sacrifice— 
it was that of England. (Cheers.) 
They were not going to betray us now; 
and why should we, by any act or expres- 
sion,inform the people of the United States 
that we were so distrustful of the honour 
of England, of her protection—were so 
convinced of the great danger of being 
sacrificed, as to weaken the hands of the 
Commission—or to show there wasadivision 
between Canada and England in sentiment 
and feeling? Why show the United 
States the fissure through which the en- 
tering wedge of severance could be put? 
He was not aware of any cause to distrust 
the Government and people of England. 
The honourable gentleman was a member 
of the Government in 1865, and of the 
deputation to England, and was then as 


satisfied as his colleagues of the 
assurances of Lord  Palmerston’s 
Cabinet, that in the case of war, 


we should be defended by land and sea 
with the whole force of the Empire. Had 
there been any change since? The Gov- 
ernment they had met, day after day, for 
consultation, comprised the present Pre- 
mier, Mr. Gladstone, Earl de Grey, Mr. 
Cardwell, and Earl Somerset, men of the 
existing Cabinet. Could they be suspect- 
ed of infidelity to their previous pledges, 
or of conduct lowering to the dignity and 
honour of England? Forwhat? For fear 
of war? Did we not lately see England 
rise aS one man at the threat of interfer- 
ence with the independence of Belgium? 
And was she, so willing to run the risk of 
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@ great continental war to keep her en- 
gagements towards Belgium, likely 
to betray her own child, . the coun- 
try she was bound by every tie 
to protect with all her power, to the 
last man and the last shilling? In order 
to lay the basis or groundwork for his re- 
solution, the hon. gentleman was obliged 
to bring in, as an indication that England 
was not true tous, the tone of Earl Kim- 
berley’s despatches about the Fenian in- 
vasion and the withdrawal of the troops. 
He (Sir John) thought it was unfortunate 
his language on this subject should have 
been of the kind heard. It would be 
quoted and republished in every journal 
in the United States, and turned to our 
disadvantage. The hon. gentleman com- 
plained of the words of the despatch re 
commending the use of becoming lan- 
guage, on our part, in forwarding our 
claims from the Fenian raid, and that there 
was no expression of sympathy with 
us. We did not want any further expres- 
sion of sympathy than we _ had received 
again and again. England asked our 
statement, for what purpose? To lay it 
before the Washington Government. We 
were merely asked to set 1t forth in diplo- 
matic, courteous language, so as to avoid 
annoying the susceptibilities of either 
people, already delicate on account of the 
‘¢ Alabama’’ and other questions. As to 
the withdrawal of the troops, he was not 
concerned, on behalf of the Canadian Goy- 
ernment, to support or defend the course 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government in 
their own discretion. As an individual 
and a member of a Canadian Government, 
and looking to the future relations be- 
tween Canada and England, to the growing 
importance of Canada, and ofa warm, 
friendly feeling between her and England 
and between them and the States, he had 
no hesitation in saying it was a mis. 
take to withdraw the troops. He thought 
it would have been a wiser policy—as a 
symbol of the sovereignty of England in 
this Continent—to use the words of Mr. 
Campbell—to have left the troops among 
us. [hat opinion was held by one of the 
oldest and most experienced of English 
statesmen, Earl Russell, the representa- 
tive of the great Whig Party, and by Lord 
Carnarvon a leading statesman, and one of 
the chiefs of another great party. The 
Government, however, had taken a differ- 
ent ground, believing that the interests of 
England, as well as of the Empire, were 
better served by the concentration of the 
troops in the Mother Country. Though he 
believed this a mistaken policy, it was no 
evidence of England’s intention to disre- 
gard her pledge, to defend us with the 
whole power of the Empire. The British 
Government, in compliance with the 
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Canadian Government's representations on | 


this matter—they had not failed in their 
duty in respect to it (hear, hear—from 
Hon. Sir A. T. Galt)—reiterated their 


pledges of 1865, that the whole force of | 


the Empire would be used in our detence 
(Cheers). Why then express distrust of 
fingland? The hon. gentleman said he 
was glad the Canadian Government had 
not suggested the Mixed Commission, and 
that he (Sir John A.) was in error in stat- 
ing they had, In 1866, after the termina- 


tion of the Reciprocity Treaty, Minister | 


Adams proposed, that while the whole sub- 
ject of the renewal of the treaty or the set- 
tlement of the fishery question was under 
discussion, the Americaa fishermen should 
be allowed their old unrestricted fishing 
privileges. Lord Clarendon’s speech in re- 
ply was a master piece of statesmanship. He 
veadily met the proposal for a Commission 
on the disputed question. We, however, 
at once represented that during the dis- 
cussion of the matter, we should not agree 
that Canada should be precluded from as- 
serting Ferright. That despatch was sent 
to Lord Clarendon, and by him transmit- 
ted to the United States Government, and 
from that moment the matter ended. It 
ceased to be a matter cf personal interest, 
and became as much a matter of history 
as the proceedings in connection with the 
Treaty of Ghent. Lord Clarendon saw 
the astute mode in which the American 
Minister proposed to keep open the ques- 
tion of our fishery rights, while the Com- 
mission might sit till eternity. 


Hon. Sir A. T GALT—Mr. Campbell 
said it was accepted by Lord Clarendon. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he did accept it on certain conditions, 
which were not accepted by the American 
Government, and so the thing fell to the 
ground. Why did we renew the proposi- 
tion in any shape whatever? It was im- 
portant we should have not only the 
moral support of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, but the material support of her 
fleet. England at once granted us this 
support, in the shape of a large squadron, 
commanded by an able and energetic offi- 
cer. We assented to the proposal of Eng- 
land that we should not, for the time, 


assert our exclusive rights to the 
Fisheries, till the headland question 
was settied. We did not abandon or 


waive our rights, but merely, to remain 
in accord with the British Government, 
with whomrested the responsibility for 
peace or war with the States, we yielded to 
their wishes for the time being. He 
believed we were right in so doing, and 
shoul have shown a selfish disregard of 
the interests of England, had we taken 
any different course. We showed a due 
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regard for England’s interests and our 
own in delaying till a more opportune 
season the enforcement ‘of our rights. 
We felt and still feel the inconvenience 
of having the rights we were afraid to 
enforce—of having to waive from day to 
day and year to year—and therefore had 
instructed Mr. Campbell to ask fora mixed 
Commission to settle the fishery question. 
He believed in so doing they would receive 
the approbation of the House and country 
(cheers). They had thus gained the as- 
sistance of Her Majesty's Government on 
the fishing banks and at Washington. He 
believed the experience of last year had 
shown that, if we persisted in the policy 
we commenced in 1867—setting aside the 
question of headlands altogether—the 
policy of a rigorous exclusion of Ameri- 
can fishermen from our three mile limit— 
we should virtually exclude all foreign 
fishermen from our waters. They would 
not, so great would be our geographical 
superiority, find it to their interest to em- 
ploy their capital in our waters. We 
were thus gaining our rightful ad- 
vantages, while abstaining, at the 
instance of England, from pressing our 
rights to their utmost limits. We adopted 
the license system because it was regarded 
as merely provisional, till a better, a final 
one could be devised. His hon. friend was 


wrong in thinking that a system of 
licenses was less difficult 
to enforee than one of exclusion. 


The exclusion altogether was much easier, 
because the other system required a large 
police, with constant visits and interfer- 
ence. His hon. friend was opposed to the 
license system. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said the hon. 
Premier was wrong in saying he was op- 
posed to the license system. 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said his 
hon. friend’s policy was the same as his 
own on the subject. As Ministers in the 
same Government, the moment the Treaty 
came to an end, they proposed the com- 
plete exclusion of American fishermen 
from Canadian waters. ‘hey were to be 
notified of this decision promptly. The 
Government, of which the member for 
Sherbrooke was a member, acted promptly 
and decisively on the subject. They 
adopted the licensing system as a tempora- 
ry expedient and in deference to the 
wishes of the British Government. It was 
to be employed only until a new and better 
arrangement could bemade. The Govern- 
ments of the Maritime powers also con- 
sented to the English recommendation. 
The Canadian Government by its Order in 
Council, of 1866, announced that their 
fixed policy was one of exclusion. So in 
this way the hon. gentleman was opposed | 
to the licenses. 
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same way as my hon. friend (laughter. ) 

Hon. 
The license system 
@ failure, and it was 
effective assertion of our Canadian rights 
was the only, the best course we could 


was 


pursue. The last hope of the renewal of 


the Reciprocity Treaty having ended, and 
the licenses having 
troduced again, in 1870, the policy of ex- 


clusion which had proved successful. It 
would appear by the papers, that the Cana- 
a Commission 
The 
Imperial Government had a right to unite 
the Fishery and “‘Alabama’’ questions, and 
having this right, there was no reason to 
fear Canadian interests would be sacrificed 
in the negotiations. One would think from 
the speech of the hon. gentleman, that the 
settlement of the “ Alabama” question 
Was it of 


dian Government desired 


touching the headland question. 


was a matter of no importance. 
no importance that a terrible war betueen 


England and the States, which would sub- 
ject Canada to ali the miseries of the bat- 
avoided ? 
(Cheers). If this threatening cloud were 
removed—if the pending controversies 
were settled—we might calculate upon a 
long term of peace with the United States, 
with increased trade and prosperity, upon 
and 
He was glad the United 
States had suggested the settlement of 


tle ground, should be 


a vista of tranquility, 
happiness. 


progress 


this dispute, and when there was a mu. 


tually sincere desire on this subject, there 
would be a way found out of the difficulty 
to Canada to 
take part in this Commission, showed that 


(cheers). The invitation 


Canada had made an additional step in 


the estimation and favour of England, in 


this, that he, unworthy as he was, should 


have been chosen to represent the cause 


of Canada at Washington (cheers). His 
hon. friend had expressed himself ag 
afraid that the Fisheries question would 
be neglected if associated with the “ Ala. 
bama”’ ciaims and others, in which the Im. 
perial Government were more directly in- 
terested. He (Sir John) thought difter- 
ently. The very fact of its being made a 
matter of Imperial interest, and on which 
the Imperial statesmen were obliged to act 
with the same force as on the “ Alabama” 
claims, would give it more importance in 
the eyes of the United States Government 
‘than if dealt with by a smaller committee. 
He had no doubt that if he were to take 
Sweet counsel with his hon. friend on the 
resolutions, they would find that there 
was little difference between their views. 


_ Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—(Hear, hear). 


~ Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD - That 
Was one thing, butit was quite another mat- 


; 
; 


ft 
i 
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failed, they in- 


Commission. 110 
ter to bring the subject before the House 
at this time. It was much to be re- 
gretted that an attempt should be made 
to fetter the representation of the Domini- 
on. How would he stand in Washington 
with the other unfettered representatives, 
if he was sent merely as a delegate, to re- 
peat the instructions he had received 
from this Parliament. It would prevent a 
free and frank discussion of the question 
if he was to be restricted to saying, as 
these resolutions would imply, that the 
demands of Canada were merely for modi- 
fications of our commercial relations With 
the United States. Could anyone imagine 
the four Commissioners from England 
receiving instructiong from the British 
Parliament in sucha way? He was quite 
sure that the gentlemen who composed 
that Commission would decline to act un. 
dersuch conditions. He agreed with his 
hon. friend, that by international law, and 
the treaty of 1818, the three miles of water 
extending along our shores were as much 
& portion of Canada as any place 
three miles within land, and could 
his hon. friend suppose for a moment 
that England would give away a portion of 
our territory ? ‘There wasno fear of jn g- 
land ceding a part of Canada, and she 
would as much be giving up a portion of 
this country, by ceding our rights to the 
three mile limit, as if she gave away one 
of our cities. Her policy was Opposed to 
ceding territory in any case without the 
consent of the inhabitants of the place to 
be given up. Then again, Lord Granville, 
in the House of Lords, and Mr. Gladstone, 
in the House of Commons, have announced 
that the action of the Commission would 
not be final. If the result of 
this Commission was to settle the pending 
questions, he had not the slightest doubt 
that all matters affecting this country 
would be submitted to this Parliament for 
ratification. It was so with the Reciprocity 
Treaty. In 1866 there was a Mixed Com. 
mission appointed to settle the fisheries 
question between France and England. 
That Commission quite re-arranged the 
matter. ‘The treaty they framed was sub- 
mitted to the British Parliament and rati- 
fied by them, but was rejected by the 
French Government, and the policy of 
the British Government was so averse to 
considering a treaty binding, that was not 
ratified by the people affected by it, that 
the treaty of that Commission is consider 

eda nullity. In the Joint High Commis- 


sion about to sit at Washington 
there would be a_ sincere desire 
on both sides, he believed, 


for a settlement of the pending disputes, 
but there was norisk whatever to our in- 
terests. Even if we could suppose that 
England were willing to sacrifice us, as a 
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matter of law she could not, until the Cana- 
dian Parliament ratified the treaty by its 
own act. He hoped his hon friend would 
be satisfied by this discussion, that our 
rights were of the first importance, that 
they could not be over estimated, and that 
our interests must not be given away or 
surrendered in any way, except by our own 
act. He had no doubt that such was the 
general opinion of this House, and he 
hoped his hon. friend would not inoppor- 
tunely aftect the action of the Commission, 
by pressing his resolutions toa vote, but 
would consent to withdraw them (cheers). 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had listened 
with great pleasure to the speeches of the 
member for Sherbrooke and the leader of 
the Government, and was far from regret- 
ing that the discussion had taken place. 
The leader of the Government had taken 
very strong grounds on the subject, ask- 
ing on what occasion England had ever 
failed Canada in her negotiations. Unfor- 
tunately, he maintained, she had almost 
always failed her, mentioning the treaty 
relating to the boundary between tne 
United States and Canada, both in the 
east and west, as an instance in which the 
ignorance of English statesmen had result- 
ed in depriving (Canada of a large amount 
of territory which she ought to possess, 
and it was therefore no matter of surprise, 
that when a new question such as the 
one then under discussicn came Up: 
the people of Canada should manifest 
some doubt as to whether they would ob- 
tain a satisfactory settlement. Still the 
House had already pronounced on the 
subject in its reply to the speech of the 
Governor General, and as the matter of 
the Commission was already settled and 
the Commissioners appointed, he thought 
the passage of the resolutions would imply 
a suspicion, that the parties named in the 
Commission would not tairly consider 
the matters with which they had to deal. 
It should also be remembered, that the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government 
was to be amember of that Commission, 
and although he had never agreed with 
that gentleman’s views, he could not be- 
lieve that any Canadian who had occupied 


the prominent position that that 
gentleman had occupied, could ever 
be so lost to the honour of 


his country as to fail to recognize his duty, 
and while he agreed with many of the 
views expressed by the member for Sher- 
vrooke, he thought it would be wrong to 
force the adoption of the resolutions he 
had moved. He believed it was essentially 
necessary for Canada to use every means 
in her power to promote friendly relations 
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with the United States, and he, for one, was 

willing tomake any reasonable concessions 

to accomplish that end, but it had inthe 

past invariably been found, that any thing 

yielded was merely the prelude of more 

exorbitant demands on the part of the 

States. The hon. gentleman, at the head ~ 
of the Government, had mentioned in his ~ 
speech, the subject of the national de- — 
fence. In this matter he would simply 
say, that in his opinion the mere retention 
of a few British troops could be of no pos- 
sible avail as a defence from an 
attack from the United States, and thatif | 
ever such an attack should be made, it | 
would have to be met by a force ten or — 
twenty times as large as that, which the — 
British Government could ever be asked 
to station in Canada, and if the British 

troops were merely to act asa symbol of 
the force of the Kmpire that lay behind | 
them, why we had that symbol in our own | 
redcoats and in our flag, which was the — 
same as that of England, and he did not | 
think therefore it would make any differ- 
ence whether the three or four thousand _ 
British troops were left in Canada or taken 4 
away altogether. As we had already the — 
assurance of the British Government, that — 
whilst we remained in connection with her, — 
the whole force of the Empire would | 
always be available for our defence. 
He believed, however, that the reaily 
valuable spirit of the United States was 
hostile to any acquirement of territory by 
conquest, and that spirit would steadily — 
grow; and looking at the future, he did not ~ 
believe the time would ever come, that — 
Canada would have to defend her territory 
against an army from the United States. 
If ever there should be war between 
England and the United States, it would 
be for some cause that was considered just — 
by one country or the other, and he had 
too much faith in the people of both 
countries, to believe, that the one would 
ever be guilty of committing any wrong, 
that would compel the other to go to war 
to repair. He thought that in the matter 
under discussion, they owed a certain 
obligation to the opinions of the gentie- 
men opposite, and as they had declared 
that it would be injurious 
to their success in negotiating with the 
other members of the Commission, to have 
any such resolutions passed as those the 
before the House, and as on other ground 
he thought it would be impolitic to pass 
those resolutions, he felt bound to recom 
mend their withdrawal. He wished, ho 
ever, to refer to one expression made 
of by the member for Sherbrooke, namely 
that the Imperial Government wo 
rather concede some of our rights in co 
pensation for the ‘ Alabama’”’ claims t. 
make a money payment. 
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Hon. Sir A. T. GALT stated that 
what he had intended to say, and what he 
believed he had said, was, that the Ameri- 
can Government would prefer to receive 
some such concession than a money pay- 
ment. 


Mr. MACKENZIE, after acknowledging 
the correction, proceeded to say that he 
believed the sole object of the leading 
men in the United States in keeping the 
subject ofthe “ Alabama” claims so pro- 
minently forward was, to endeavour to 
drive British power entirely from the 
continent, and as far as that was concerned, 
he agreed with the remarks of the mem.- 
ber for Sherbrooke, who, he was sure, 
would join heartily in resisting all such 
attempts. The future position of Canada 
might be such as was anticipated by the 
member for Sherbrooke, but he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) did not think it was desirable 
that any change should take place in our 
political relations, and he did not speak 
of this merely as a matter of sentimental 
attachment, although he was not ashamed 
to own that he had that sentimental at- 
tachment, but on material grounds, he 
believed it was for our interest that our 
relations should not be changed. But if 
the anticipations of the honourable gen- 
tleman should be realised, he believed 
the people of Canada would be fully equal 
to the emergency. He thought it was 
very desirable that the public men of Ca- 
nada should express a bold, decided 
opinion on the matter under discussion, 
but he hoped the honourable gentleman, 
the mover of the resolutions, would not 
force a vote upon them, as he thought a 
division would be most undesirable. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was sure the 
House would agree with the opinion ex- 
pressed by the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke, that no more important question 
had ever been submitted to that Parlia- 
ment than the one now under considera. 
tion. He (Dr. T.) considered that the 
Government, the House, and the country 
were deeply indebted to the hon. mover 
of these resolutions, as the discussion that 
had been elicited would show to the world, 
that while public men here differed upon 
the comparatively insignificant question 
as to who should administer public affairs, 
the moment that any question arose in- 
volving the material interests or touching 
the honour of the Dominion, all parties 
would be found standing shoulder to 
shoulder in defence of the rights of their 
common country. (Cheers.) He accepted 
the statement frankly made by the hon. 
“member for Sherbrooke, that he had 
moved these resolutions with a sincere 
desire to strengthen the hands of the 
Government, and of the first Minister as a 


9 


International 


[FEBRUARY 24, 1871.] 


Commission. 114 
member of the Joint Commission, in its 
fullest sense, (hear, hear, from Sir 
A. T. Galt,) but he believed that 
the hon. member would, seeing that his 
object had been fully attained by the dis- 
cussion, in deference tu the desire ex- 
pressed on both sides of the House, con- | 
sent to withdraw them. He could not 
agree with that hon. member in the opin- 
ion that there was any ground for distrust. 
ing the Imperial Government. He had 
faith in the Government, Parliament, and 
people of England, and believed that no 
party could retain power in that country 
who would sacrifice the rights of the Do- 
minion, In relation to the important 
question of the Fisheries, the House had 
the guarantee of the past that our inter- 
ests would be duly protected. This was 
not a question of yesterday. For the last 
thirty years this controversy had existed, 
except, when, happily, suspended during 
the operation of the Reciprocity Treaty. 
The British Government having discovered 
that a great error had been committed in 
allowing the United States to fish in our 
waters, under the treaty of 1783, when 
that treaty was abrogated by the war of 
1812, retused to renew those concessions, 
although earnestly pressed for by the 
United States. In defence of our rights 
they sent a naval force into British 
American waters, and made numerous 
seizures ‘of American fishing vessels, 
until, by the convention of 1818, the 
United States renounced for ever the 
right of fishing within three miles 
of the coasts, bays or harbours of British 
America,except in certain localities therein 
specified. In 1819 an Act was passed by 
the Imperial Parliament, to carry into 
effect the provisions of that Convention. 
In 1836 the Legislature of Nova Scotia 
passed a stringent Act for the same pur. 
pose, containing a clause under which the 
master of a fishing vessel could be exam- 
ined under oath if found hovering in our 
waters. In 1838 a naval force was sent 
from England in response to an address 
from the Legislature of Nova Scotia, and 
in the following year numerous seizures of 
trespassers took place. In 1841 an ex. 
haustive remonstrance was made by Mr. 
Stevenson, the American Minister at the 
Court of St. James, complaining of the 
severity of the Nova Scotia Act, the ex- 
clusion of American fishing vessels from 
the bays, and from a line drawn “three 
miles outside of the headlands, and claim- 
ing the right to navigate the Gut of Can- 
so. This was referred to the Govern- 
ment of Nova Scotia, and a case on all 
these points was prepared and sent for the 
opinion of the law officers of the Crown in 
England. The opinion of the Advocate 
and Attorney Generals of the British Gov- 
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ernment, sustaining our 
tion on all these points, was adopted and 
sent out by Lord Stanley, in 1842. In 
1843 the ‘Washington,’ an American 
fishing vessel, was seized for fishing 
in the Bay of Fundy, and Mr. Everett, 
then the United States Minister, made an 
earnest appeal to Lord Aberdeen, claiming 
that thatBay ought to be excepted. He said, 
May 25, 1844; ‘‘the existing doubt as to 
the construction arises from the fact that 
a broad arm of the sea runs up to the 
Northwest between the Provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. This arm of 
the sea being commonly called the Bay of 
Fundy, though not in reality possessing 
all the characters usually implied by the 
term Bay, has of late years been claimed 
by the Provincial authorities of Nova 
Seotia to be included among the Coasts, 
Bays and Creeks, and has been forbidden 
to American Fishermen.” Lord Aberdeen 
while asserting the right to exclude 
foreigners under the convention of 1818, 
from the Bay ‘of Fundy, agreed to 
make it an exception from all thé other 
Bays, but asked in return for this 
‘‘liberal concession’? a reduction in the 
American duty on fish, which was made by 
Congress in 1846. An attempt having 
been made to extend this privilege to 
other bays, the Colonial Minister, Lord 
Stanley, sent a despatch in reply to re- 
monstrances from New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, saying that Her Majesty’s 
Government would adhere to the strict 
letter of the treaty except as to the Bay 
of Fundy. In 1851 the agreement of 
Colonial delegates in Toronto, to unite in 
the protection of the Fisheries, was follow- 
ed by a proposal for reciprocal trade 
between the United States and British 
America in the Presidential message. 
Nothing having been done in 1852, 
Sir John Pakington sent a despatch say- 
ing, ‘among the many pressing subjects 
which have engaged the attention of Her 
Majesty’s Mi.isters since their assumption 
of office, few have been more important in 
their estimation than the questions relat- 
ing to the protection solicited for the 
Fisheries on the coast of British North 
America. Her Majesty’s Ministers are de- 
sirous to remove all grounds of complaint 
on the part of the Colonies in consequence 
of the encroachments of the fishing ves- 
sels of the United States upon those 
waters, from which they are excluded by 
the terms of the convention of 1818, and 
they therefore intend to despatch, as soon 
as possible, a small naval force of steamers 
or other small vessels to enforce the ob- 
servance of that Treaty.’’ Those wh» have 
been surprised at the recent message of 
President Grant, will find by looking back 
to the events of that day, that history is 
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only repeating itself. The excitement in 
and out of Congress was far greater than 
now, but it was only the prelude to a fresh 
proposal for a convention on reciprocal 
trade made in December of the same year, 
and which resulted ina Reciprocity Treaty 
which happily disposed of. all these diffi- 
culties, and which resulted in the greatest 
commercial advantages to both coun- 
tries. Unfortunately, in a moment of 
irritation, arising from circumstances con- 
nected with the late Civil War, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States put an end 
to that Treaty, and deprived their 
fishermen of the privileges they had under 
it enjoyed. The British Government. be- 
lieving that a new Treaty would be made 
if our rights were not at once enforced, 
proposed that they should be left in abey- 
ance for one year with that object, but 
readily concurred in the policy of requir- 
ing foreign fishing vessels to pay license. 
They sustained the Government of Canada 
in raising that charge, and when it was 
found ineffective in enforcing our rights, 
and no disposition eyinced for reciprocal 
trade, they again sent a large naval force 
to aid in excluding foreign fishermen. 
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States that they do not concede anything 


treaty of 1818. 
ed that with this evidence before us of the 


the past thirty years to maintain them un- 


trust, or to suppose for a moment that the 
Imperial Government could for any conside- 
ration forget the interests of this Dominion. 
His hon. friend, the member for Sher- 
brooke, had complained of the withdrawal 
of the troops from Canada, but while all 


jesty’s Goverhment were of the opinion 
that by concentrating their forces in Eng- 


at the time of the ‘Trent’? affair, than 
swift steamers from England were follow 
ing each other in rapid succession across 
the ocean, pouring troops and munitions 
of war into Canada for its defence. Nor 
must it be forgotten that two regiments 01 


British troops and three batteries of artil- 
lery are maintained at Halifax, the pre- 
sent headquarters, which is being made 


New causes of irritation having sprang up © 
between England and America, Her Ma-— 
jesty’s Government have desired, pending ~ 
their discussion, to avoid the enforce-— 
ment of our extreme rights; but they 
have been careful to notify the United © 


that has ever been claimed under the~ 
He (Dr. Tupper) contend- — 


determination on the part of England, not 
to yield up one jot or one tittle of our 
rights, but to aid us on every occasion for 


impaired, it would be as unjust as it would 
be ungrateful to evince the slightest dis- 


would regret their departure, if Her Ma-_ 


land they could best consult the security of 
the Empire, we must bow to their decision. 
The House must not forget that, no sooner 
had the first indication of danger occurred 
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one of the strongest fortresses in 
the world by Imperial expenditure. 


If Her Majesty’s Government had shown 
an anxious desire to avoid any possible 
cause of collision with the United States, 
he believed it was largely increased by the 
reflection, that in such a struggle Canada 
must naturally be the battle ground for 
that unnatural war. He could readily un- 
derstand the desire of England to avoid 
by any means consistent with national 
honour, a war that would be a disgrace to 
civilization. For his own part he had no 
fear on this point, and did not expect that 
the hon. gentleman would ever see a blow 
struck between the two countries, but all 
would rejoice to see every cause of difference 
removed, as he had no doubt they would 
be by the measures proposed by the Joint 
_ Commission about to sit at Washington. 
He rejoiced to know that no time could be 
more opportune than the present for the 
consideration of the questions in which 
Canada was so deeply interested. The 
- abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty was 
done under the mistaken impression that 
Canada was so dependent upon the policy 
of the United States, that it would be com- 
pelled to join them. The Confederation of 
_ these Provinces was then considered an 
experiment likely to result in failure, Only 
a year ago the North West was in a state 
of insurrection, and it was said that British 
Columbia was seeking annexation to the 
Republic. To-day the Provinces of this 
Dominion are consolidated into one har- 
monious whole. The new Province 
of Manitoba, with the vast North 
_ West, has been added to our country with- 
out shedding one drop of blood, and the 
Legislature of British Columbia has un- 
animously asked admission into the Confed- 
eration upon the terms offered by the 
Government of Canada. Instead of being 
starved into annexation by the abrogation 
of the Reciprocity Treaty, we find our ex- 
ports to the United States exceeded 


the former year, and were five 
millions in excess of our 
imports. from that country. Never 


did the whole of the Dominion enjoy so 
high a degree of prosperity; while each of 
the Provinces of which it is composed can 
_boast a large surplus revenue, the Central 
Government is able to show an 
increase of thirteen millions in our exports 
over the former year ; a large increase in 
the Revenue from Imports, Excise Canals, 
Railways, Post Office and Bill Stamps, 
evidencing the highest degree of commer- 
cial prosperity, while the value of Cana- 
dian Bonds anc Stocks has reached a point 
hever before attained. Such is the 
financial position of Canada, that the Gov- 
ernment is prepared not only to construct 
the Intercolonial Railway, and grapple 
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vigorously with the great questions of 
canals and a railway to the Pacific, but 
at the same time reduce the comparative- 
ly light taxation of the people. 
I feel assured that under these auspicious 
circumstances the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke will withdraw his resolutions, and. 
this House by its unanimous action will 
show to the world, that aJl parties in Cana- 
da have unqualified faith in the justness 
of our cause, and the support of England in 
the maintainance of our rights, by allow- 
ing the Commissioner whom Her Gracious 
Majesty has chosen for Canada, to enter 
upon the high duties with which he is 
charged, as free and untrammelled as his 
colleagues belonging to either England or 
America (loud cheers). 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL was surprised 
to hear the remarks of the hon. member 
opposite. The circumstances of this coun- 
try with regard to England had under- 
gone no change. With respect to our 
Fisheries, the policy of the English and 
Canadian Governments, has been the using 
of them, with a view to promote the recip- 
rocal trade of Canada and the States. The 
chief object was not the simple protection 
of our Fisheries. So faras we had gone 
little had been gained in the direction de- 
sired. The hon. gentlemen on the Trea- 
sury Benches had changed their views with 
regard to the importance of the Fisheries 
as ameans to the attainment ofa larger 
trade with the States. The question would 
now seem likely to be settled on its merits. 
The questions to be submitted to the 
Commission were mainly connected with 
the late Civil War, with which we had 
nothing to do. The claims of Canada 
touching the Fenian invasion do not seem 
likely to be dealt with. The House shoula 
receive distinct assurances that the Gov- 
ernment had done its duty in this matter. 
If all the other subjects mentioned in 
connection with the Commission were to 
be considered, the Raid claims would 
stand a poor chance of consideration. He 
was glad at the prospect of a settlement 
of these questions, but feared the High 
Commission without any expression on the 
part of this House, would dispose of the 
Fishery question to the advantage of Eng- 
land, and as aset off to the‘Alabama’ claims. 
The interests of Canada would run the risk 
of grave injury. The rights and interests 
of the people of this country should not 
be sacrificed as a set off to American 
claims upon England, and this House 
should so express its opinion. From per- 
sonal knowledge of the feeling of men in 
the Lower Provinces, he could state, that 
it was feared the rights and claims of Ca- 
nada would suffer in the forthcoming Com- 
mission. That was his own apprehension 
also. There was no doubt that vigilance 
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and determined action were necessary on 
the part of Canadian statesmen to prevent 
our interests being seriously compromised. 
We had suffered gravely from the blun- 
ders of British and Colonial representatives 
in dealing with questions between us and 
the United States. The tendency of the 
negotiations, the spirit in which they 
would be undertaken, led to the conclu- 
sion that our interests were in danger. 
(Ironical cheers). He was firmly con- 
vinced that the attempt of the Govern- 
ment of Canada to put in force extreme 
claims and rights of this country with re- 
gard to the Fisheries, without the cordial 
assistance of the Imperial Government, 
was a dangerous policy, (cheers and coun- 
ter cheers). The Hon. Finance Minister 
laughed, but if England had gone to war 
with Russia, as was lately probable, 
another kind of expression would have 
overspread his countenance. He believed 
that the Hon. Premier should not be al- 
lowed to commit this country to any ar- 
rangement—that he should not be subject- 
ed to defeatin the Commision by a major- 
ity of his colleagues, without a previous 
declaration of the opinion of this House, 
(cheers). . 

Mr. YOUNG said as far as the resolu- 
tions were concerned, he could not agree 
with the hon. member for Sherbrooke ; at 
the same time he did not think it right to 
find fault, unless the question was brought 
before them in an enlarged manner. Our 
relations both to the United States and 
the Mother Country should be cordial and 
friendly. The interests of the Dominion 
tended to draw closer the bonds of friend- 
ship with the Mother Country and the 
United States. We all sprang from the 
game origin, and we ought to be drawn 
together in the common bonds of friend- 
ship and good feeling, and if others did 
anything that would cause a breach of 
amity and good: feeling, we would 
not be to blame. With the excep- 
tion of one particular point he did not 
think that any just cause of complaint 
could be brought against Canada. He re- 
ferred to placing the duty on coal. He 
warned the Minister of Finance that mat- 
ter would be taken exception to, on the 
other side of the line, and that it would 
be likely to create ill feeling there. 
With the exception of that one serious 
blunder the policy of the Government had 
been conciliatory. But disguise it as we 
might, a very considerable portion of 
their people had encouraged attacks upon 
this country. With these facts before 
them, he, for one, felt that the Commis- 
sion at Washington should stand up for 
the rights of this country. It would cause 
a dangerous feeling here, if the rights of 
our Fisheries were to be at all yielded to 
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the United States. With regard to the 
President’s message, he considered that 
our policy .had been most liberal to- 
wards them. It had gone to the extreme 
limits—as far as the rights of this Gov- 
ernment could go. We have allowed them 
the use of our canals, and, considering the 
expense we had been at in the building of 
them, he thought, under these circum- 
stances, we ought to stand up for our 
rights. He was inclined to think that 
from what was said about the Fenian raids, 
our Government had not pressed it upon 
the Imperial Government in as strong 
alight as they should have done. With 
regard to the Hon. Minister of Justice, he 
had the utmost confidence in his judgment 
and knowledge. We have learned some 
wholesome lessons since 1866, the time 
when the treaty was abolished. He could 
not speak much for the other Provinces, 
but for the Province of Ontario they had 
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good evidence of the prosperity 
existing there. They had evi- 
dence that the deposits in 


the Banks were largely increasing. In 
1869 there were six millions of dollars in 
the various Savings Banks, and at the pre- 
sent time there were fully seventy millions 
belonging to the people in our Building 
Societies. Still we were willing to meet 
our neighbours half way, though under no 
necessity of doing so. He considered 
if the Americans were prepared to place 
our commercial relations on a better basis, 
it would be for the advantage of both © 
countries. 

Mr. BLAKE thought that they were not | 
in a position, from the information in their — 
hands, to properly discuss the question; — 
and even if they were, they were not, in — 
the interest of the country, free to discuss — 
it in all its bearings to any advantage; and — 
while there could not be free, unfettered 
discussion, it was better there should be 
none atall. As tothe best mode of set- 
tling international disputes, there was, of 
late days, no difterence of opinion. The hu- — 
mane and equitable spirit was conceded — 
all due influence. This did not conclude 
the present7question, however. ‘This was 
not the case of a regular dispute between 
two ordinary nations. The complicated 
position of the Mother Country, with 
its various dependencies and various 
interests, created or occasioned questions 
of a different character from those origi- 
nating with other powers. He felt averse 
from pronouncing upon the present motion 
or the character of the Commission for a 
variety of reasons. In the first place, they 
did not know what its scope was. Th 
Premier was not able to tell us whether it 
embraced the claims of Canada on accoun 
of the Fenian Raid. ‘hen some of th 
members had not had time to study th 
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papers brought down, and some material 
to the case had evidently not been pro- 
duced. A document made and sent to 
the United States was surely one which 
the people of Canada, in whose name and 
for whose behoof it was despatched, should 
have been made acquainted with (cheers). 
Again, we did not know whether our con- 
sent to the Commission’s conclusions was 
to be asked. The Premier seemed to 
assume, that because the provisions of the 
treaty would ‘ probably,” as he had 
observed, be submitted to the Imperial 
Parliament, they would have to be sub- 
mitted to this Parliament. That by no 
means followed, we had already recorded 
our views upon those matters shortly to be 
considered— that the people of this coun- 
try had not demanded and did not demand 
anything more than their rights secured 
by treaty and the law of nations. Had we 
not recorded that declaration, the state- 
ment of the First Minister, on introducing 
this question, would have filled him (Mr. 
Blake} with considerable apprehension; 
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because he believed this speech was 
designed to lead the country to 
the conclusion, that the _ head- 


land question was one which they would 


probably hear the end of in this »Commis- 


sion, and in a way not satisfactory to the 
people of this country (hear, hear). The 
question was, now, having recorded our 
position—what more could we do? The 
Commission had been constituted, the 
place had been decided. The Govern- 
ment took the responsibility in the first 
instance of proposing the Commission with 
regard to the Fisheries, and, in the second 
place, of agreeing to participate in the 
labours of that Commission, when its scope 
had been enlarged to other subjects, and, 
in the third place of agreeing to that Com- 
mission without knowing whether it would 
embrace the Fenian Raid claims of Can- 
ada. The step had been taken and was 
irrevocable. The Commission was just 
about to sit, and it appeared to him that 


no action they might take, could in the 


slightest degree reverse that policy at this 
moment. We were powerless to prevent 
the sitting of the Commission, or the con- 
tinuance of its sittings, or its arrival at con- 
clusions on the questions which. the 
Premier said might probably be submitted 
to it. The question was, whether we ought 
to do or say anything which might in the 
slightest degree embarrass or impede the 
course of the Administration with regard 
to the matters upon which they had as- 
sumed this responsibility. His opinion 
was they should not by voice, vote, or 


record, do or say anything of the kind. 


We should allow matters to proceed 
without doing anything to hamper 
the Government, or tending to bring the 
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labours of the Commission to an unsuc- 
cessful termination. He did not think it 
was expedient we should come to any 
resolution whatever on this question. He 
believed, notwithstanding, the claims of 
Canada were indisputably correct. How- 
ever, he joined with the hon. gentle- 
men on both sides of the House in 
requesting the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke to withdraw his resolutions. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT, in reply, said he 
was willing that the first minister and 
other gentlemen should combat his con- 
clusions, but he denied their right to charge 
him with imputing motives when only in- 
terpreting acts. (cheers). With rega:d to 
the policy of Great Britain in the matter of 
the removal of the troops, he did not pro- 
pose to discuss the question, as the hon. 
gentleman, the leader of the Government, 
had stated, as his individual opinion, that 
he was opposed to the present policy of 
the Imperial authorities, and it might be 
assumed that that was the opinion of the 
whole Government, as shewn by Mr. 
Campbell’s report. He considered, how- 
ever, that that policy evidenced a material 
alteration in the relation of the Empire to 
Canada, and he contendcd that it was 
therefore a fit subject for discussion, as it 
concerned the nearest interests of the 
country. The leader of the Government 
had also stated, in regard to the course 
taken by Canada on the Fishery question, 
that if Canada had refused to meet the 
wishes of the Imperial Government in 
the matter of Licenses, she would have 
been acting against the interests of the 
Empire, and would have been liable to all 
the consequences that might have flowed 
from a_ serious disvgreement between 
England and the United States. He 
thought, however, that that argument 
should have been remembered by the 
Government a year ago, when they deter- 
mined on the policy then commenced, 
which was certain to bring about this 
disagreement. What he had desired 
throughout had been, that such a temper- 
ate policy should be pursued as would 
have avoided all trouble. Still, in the 
present aspect of the matter, although he 
might disagree with the course the Gov- 
ernment had taken, he would not be found 
weakening their hands. The member 
for Lambton, though admitting that the 
debate might prove useful, had stated 
he thought it would appear ungracious to 
interfere in any way with the 
proceedings of the Commission, 
and had spoken ofhis (Sir A. T. Galt’s) re- 
marks on the question of defence, as 
though they had some practical bearing 
on the particular question under discussion, 
whereas they had only been intended to 
indicate in the policy of the Imperial 
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Government a divergence from that of the 
Canadian Government, showing the neces- 


sity that the House should 
express its opinion on a question 
which concerned Canada alone. He then 


referred to the enquiries which had been 
made in the House of Commons in Eng- 
land, in reference to the scope and powers 
of the Commission, as a sufficient prece- 
dent to justify him in bringing the ques- 
tion before the House. ‘The member for 
West Durham had stated that the discus- 
sion was inopportune, inasmuch as the 
House had already disposed of the matter 
in its reply to the speech of His Excellency. 
He maintained that in passing that reply 
it was understood that the House was not 
bound to anything; and he would men- 
tion that, on that occasion, he had only 
been prevented from introducing the pre- 
sent discussion by expressions from both 
sides of the House, that it had better be 
postponed to a future time. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that he had, on 
the occasion of the passing of the reply to 
the Address, asked for the papers, ex- 
pressly in order that the discussion might 
take place. 


Hon. Sir A.T.GALT continued, that the 
discussion wasonly postponed in the absence 
of the papers, and he had therefore simply 
brought forward what ought to have been 
disposed of in considering the address. 
However, on a question of such importance, 
surrounded by considerations of the very 
gravest moment, he would be unworthy 
of his position as a representative of the 
people if he did not defer to what appear- 
ed to be the general opinion of the lead- 
ing members of the House. He had 
thought that a declaration of the views of 
the House on the question would do good, 
and he still thought so, but inasmuch as 
the first Minister of the Crown had stated 
that he would feel hampered and em- 
barassed in the discharge of the impor- 
tant duties assigned to him, if the resolu- 
tions before the House were carried, he 
had only one course open for him. The 
leader of the Government had thus as- 
sumed the responsibility of the matter, 
and he had the most implicit confidence 
that the honourable gentleman, whatever 
he might think of his policy in some re- 
spects, would do his duty in the interests 
of the country, ably and well, and he felt 
that they had obtained some additional 
guarantee for their safety in the negocia- 
tions then about to take place. He there- 
fore asked permission to withdraw his 
resolutions. 


Mr. FORTIN said that in rising to ad- 
dress some remarks on the important 
subject under discussion, he would first 
beg the indulgence of the House as he 
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was going to speak in a language that was. 
not hisown. He had heard the hon. 
member for the North Riding of Lanark 
make a statement that he could not ad- 
mit. This hon. member had said, that 
in the protection of our Fisheries, we had 
advocated and maintained extreme rights, 
Mr. Fortin was ready to assert, (and in 
this assertion he was sure to be sustain- 
ed by all the people engaged 
in the Fisheries, ) that _ the 
Government of Canada had not maintain- 
ed extreme rights in the execution of the 
measures adopted by the protection of the 
Fisheries. Far from it. We had always 
acted in a friendly and _ conciliatory 
spirit towards the fishermén of the United 
States, and we had even allowed several of 
our rights to remain in abeyance witha view 
to conciliation; such for instance as the right 
to draw the line inside which foreign 
fishermen are excluded, from headland 
to headland. We had only prevented the 
foreign fishermen to come and fish inside 
the three miles limit, in waters, which ac- 
cording to the law of nations, are uncontest- 
ably ours. We have advocated the same 
rights that the Government of the United 
States . maintain on their own 
sea board. It is also said that 
when the treaty of reciprocity 
was cancelled, our Government did not 
give sufficient notice to the people of the 
United States of our intention to maintain 
our rights, and thereby exclude foreign 
fishermen from our waters. Why, when 
we, in 1866, we adopted the license system, 
by which we allowed the fishermen of the 
United States to participate in our inshore 
fisheries for a nominal fee, it was well un- 
derstood at the time that we would stand 
by our rights the next year. However, we 
continued the system through the same 
spirit of conciliation and friendliness, in 
1867, 1868, and -1869, although it had 
proved a failure, very few American ves- 
sels having taken licenses during the last 
two years. Did we receive any compensation 
for what I will call the surrender of our 
rights, from the people of the United 
States? I must answer, No. Could we 
continue this system any longer? No, it 
was against the interests of our fishermen 
to do so, and we stood by our rights. The 
Government of the United States was 1n- 
formed of this determination of ours. The 
United States Government gave notifica- 
tion of it to their own fishermen as 
early as the middle of the month of 
May, and besides, despatched one of 
their war vessels in the Gulf to warn 
their fishermen against intruding in our 
waters. Was not that sufficient notice? 
But besides, are not the American 
fishermen instructed as to our rights 
on the back of their fishing licenses, that 
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they have to take instead of clearances 
from their Custom Officers when they start 
for a fishing voyage? There is to be found 
on that document the greatest part of 
the treaty of 1818, by which they can see 
at once on what parts of the British coasts 
they have a right to fish, and on what 
other parts they have not that right. In 
my opinion this complaint, that our Gov- 
‘ernment did not sufficiently notify the 
fishermen of the United States of our in- 
tention tomaintain our fishery rights, is 
futile and not at all founded on facts. An. 
other complaint thas has come from across 
the border, is that we, in an unfriendly 
‘manner, have prevented the fishing ves- 
sels from getting their fishing supplies 
and transhipping their cargoes in our ports. 
This is nothing else but exercising a rig] t 
of trading, and it is well known that by 
the treaty of 1818, no such right is 
granted to the fishermen of the United 
States. Iwill say more, the American 
fishing vessels are forbidden by their own 
Government to trade in foreign 
ports. With regard to the fishery 
question itself, he thought that 
the matters in contestation between 
the two Governments were not difficult of 
adjustment. Our fishery rights were un- 
deniable, and could be easily established 
beyond any doubt. As for the three 
miles limit, we only asserted and claimed 
rights that were given to all maritime na- 
tions on their seaboard by the law of na- 
tions, and which the United States people 
claim and maintain themselves on their 
own seaboard. The right of drawing the 
line from headland to headland was not, 
on our part, anew pretention. The Bri- 
tish Government had always maintained 
that right, and had repeatedly asserted it 
by the seizure of American vessels found 
fishing inside of that line, prior to the 
coming into operation of the Reciprocity 
Treaty. And when this treaty was can- 
celled, this right was only left in abey- 
ance, in a spirit of friendliness and con. 
ciliation towards the people of the United 
States, but it was never given up by our 
Government. And why should we aban- 
don it? Does not the Government of the 
United States claim and maintain a simi- 
lar right on the coasts? Donot they as- 
sert and exercise jurisdiction over the 
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Chesapeake Bay and Delaware Bay, 
although both are about twelve 
miles in’ breadth at their mouths? 


and should we be refused a similar right on 
our seaboard ? The question of the Fish- 
eries was going to be submitted to a Com- 
mission composed of British and American 
statesmen, and he was happy to know that 
we would be represented in that Commis- 
sion by our able Premier. He had confi- 
dence that the British Commissioners 
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would defend our rights, and the Mother 
Country would stand by us. And if for 
the purpose of ensuring the continuance © 
of amicable and peacetul relations, and 
giving greater facilities to the trade be. 
tween the two countries, some arrange- 
ments were recommended by the Commis- 
sion, he expected that none of our rights 
would be given up, unless equivalent ad- 
vantages were secured. Our inshore wa- 
ters are the fields of operation of our 
maritime population. It is there that our 
fishermen have to reap for the support of 
their families. It is, so to say, the soil 
they have to till day and night, and every 
one knows how their work is laborious, 
dangerous, and often poorly recompensed. 
And therefore, if any of our Fishery rights 
are to be given up, a policy that I am 
not prepared to recommend, it must be 
well understood that equivalent advan- 
tages, directly benefitting our maritime 
population, must be secured from our 
neighbours, such as fishing rights on the 
United States coasts, although [ may say 
they are not of great valueto us: a free 
market for our fish, and the same advan- 
tages to our shipping in the waters of the 
United States, as they enjoy in ours. Mr. 
Fortin had also a few remarks to make 
with regard to another complaint coming 
from the other side of the line. It was 
that the fishermen of the United States 
had been molested on our coasts. He 
could say that this was also without founda- 
tion. It had been his lot to be employed dur- 
ing sixteen years in the protection of the 
Fisheries of Canada, and he had reliable 
information as to what had taken place in 
the Gulf prior to the establishment of the 
Protection Service in 1852, and he could 
say that the American fishermen had 
never been molested on our shores, 
neither by the agents of the Government, 
nor by our maritime population, who at 
all times treated the American fisher: 
men in a most friendly manner. 
He would say more, it was the Americans 
that had often molested our fishermen in 
our waters, and he could prove that this 
was the case by citing numerous instances. 
But he would content himself by mention- 
ing the following _ cases: How 
often has it not happened that our 
fishermen have been practically excludep 
from the harbor of Natashquan, and the 
fishing grounds adjoining it, although 
Natashquan is to the West of Mount Joli, 
and consequently undeniably in waters 
reserved to the British fishermen, because 
American fishing vessels happening to be 
there before our vessels, filled that harbour 
to such an extent, that hardly any room 
was left for our own vessels to find shelter 
in it, while the fishing grounds were coy- 
ered by swarms of American fishing boats, 
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which, as may be well understoed, injured 
very materially the operations of 
our fishermen. How many times 
have not large numbers of Ameri- 
can fishing vessels come to anchor 


in our harbours, roadsteads and bays, 
inside and among the moorings of the 
nets of our fishermen, and have either pre- 
vented the latter from setting their nets, 
which were going to provide them with 
bait for the next day’s work, or have, in 
running out during the night or even in 
day time, torn and destroyed many of those 
nets, worth from $20 to $40, by catching 
them with the keels of their vessels, and 
thereby depriving our fishermen of the 
means of prosecuting their labours of the 
morrow and sometimes of many days. No 
bait, no fishing, as every one knows. 
I will not speak of the numerous 
instances in which our maritime popula- 
tion have suffered from depredations, tres- 
passes and other acts of malfeasance, and 
for which our people got no redress. 
Before ending his remarks, Mr. Fortin 
renewed the expression of his confidence 
in the Government and said that the 
utterances that had fallen from the lips of 
the Honourable Premier, when he spoke 
this afternoon, contirmed him in the 
belief that in the negotiations about to 
be opened at Washington, the Government 


would maintain our rights. He 
added, that the protection given 
to our fisheries last year had been 


productive of a great deal of good, 
and hoped that it would be continued. 
‘here was a time when this question of 
our fisheries and their development and 
protection were looked at under different 
points of views by the people of the differ- 
ent sections of thiscountry. ‘The western 
portion of this country had in general 
always opposed the fostering and protec- 
tion of this important part of our na- 
tional wealth, and all know the opposition 
that had been made, and the ridicule that 
had been attempted, on the action of 
the Government, when the first expedition 
was fitted out in Canada, for the protection 
of our fisheries. But it was with pleasure 
that he could state now, that those unfor- 
tunate differences of opinion had disap- 
peared, and that in the question now before 
the House, the sentiments of the whole 
nation were in unison. And this is not 
the least of the happy results of Confedera- 
tion, which has bound together the people 
of the different Provinces not only by 
a material tie, but more so by sentiments 
of friendship, respect, and union, which 
justify us in the expectation of a 
bright future for this country. 

Dr. ROBITAILLE—I did not intend, 
Mr. Speaker, to offer any remarks on the 
subject that has occupied the attention of 
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this hon. House for several hours, but I 
must corroborate the statements made by 
my friend from Gaspe. The American 
fishermen have never been molested by 
our fishermen nor by the authorities of 
this country; on the contrary, they have 
been the aggressors on all occasions. They 
have, without provocation, ill-used our 
people on shore as well as at sea ; they 
have taken advantage of the Sunday to 
abuse and insult our peaceful population 
on the highway as well as in the houses; 
they have wantonly destroyed nets set 
along the shore for bait, belonging to our 
fishermen; they have stolen our fisher- 
men’s boats, and have, by their large 
numbers, made themselves masters on the 
waters of Bay Chaleurs, as well as on 
shore, insulting and assaulting right and 
left without any provocation; and of this 
I am an eye witness. They used to 
look upon the License System 
as null and_ ridiculous, — because, 
as they jocosely used to say, the officers 
engaged in protecting the Canadian fish- 
eries must give them three warnings be- 
fore seizing upon them, and they were sure 
of being en route for Boston after the first 
or second warning, with a full cargo; and 
therefore they would not take licenses 
when they could so easily avoid doing so. 
Hence the failure of the license system. 
I need not repeat what has been so elo- 
quently said of the importance of our fish- 
eries, of their value to our brave and hard- 
working fishermen, of their value to this 
country ina pecuniary point of view, as 
wellas afield for the production of a hardy 
class of sailors, upon whom may depend 
on some future occasion the safety of this 
country. I need not enlarge upon the ne- 
cessity of preserving intact those most 
valuable fishing grounds, that vast field of 
labour for nearly one-fifth of our 
population, as these things are fully 
understood by this House and_ by 
the public at large. 
in rising, when the subject of this 
debate has been so completely exhausted 
by able and eloquent speakers, is to ascer- 
tain from the honourable the leader of the 


Commission. 


My chief object — 


Government if I understood him correctly, 


when | gathered from his remarks concern- 
ing the fisheries the other day, speaking 


on the Address, “ That the headland ques-— 


tion was of little moment, provided we could 
preserve our exclusive right to the three miles 
limit.” If 1 am correct in this, the Honourable 
Premier will permit me to say that he has 
not grappled with the importance of the 
question ; that if he is prepared to give up 
the question of the headland limit, he may 
as well be prepared to give up the three 
miles reserve; that if he by any pos- 
sibility entertains any such notions, he had 
better not go to Washington, as he would 
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sacrifice one of the greatest interests of 
the Dominion; and I speak thus to the 
honourable gentleman , because the moment 
he allows the American fishermen to 
penetrate into our bays, he may rest as- 
sured the fishing is done for our own 
people. For instance, the moment 
the American fishermen come into Bay 
Chaleurs, where 1 haye personal experi 
ence, even keeping outside of the three 
miles limit, the fishing is done for our 
people, as they come in large numbers 
and ruin our fishing grounds, by their 
practice of sowing bait and throwing the 
offals of fishinto the sea. The Hon. Pre. 
_ mier knows that I appreciate his talents 
_ and his consumate knowledge (and, indeed, 
_ Mr. Speaker, if I had not had ten years 
experience of his ability, his statesman. 
like speech this afternoon would have 
_ been sufficient to gain my esteem). He 
knows that I repose implicit confidence in 
him ; that I feel his presence at Washing- 
_ ton will be a safeguard to the interests of 
_ the Dominion, and therefore I trust that 
_he will accept my remarks in the same 
Spirit as they are given, and that he will 
_ be in aposition to dispel my apprehensions. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD had 

much pleasure in repeating what he had 
already said, which was, not that the head. 
land question was of no consequence, but 
that it was unimportant as compared with 
the whole question of the Fisheries. In 
order to meet the wishes of Her Majesty’s 
Government, and in order to 
obtain the support of that 
Government the Canadian Government 
had agreed that the headland question 
should be left in abeyance, but at the 
same time it was fully stated, and, in no 
way abandoned. If the Canadian Govern. 
Ment had not so acted, it might have fail. 
ed to get the moral support of the Im. 
perial Government and the presence of 
the British squadron in Canadian waters. 
__ Dr. ROBITAILLE -I am happy to hear 
the Hon. Premier say that the question of 
headlands will not be abandoned, and [ 
have full confidence in his assertion. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, I had expressed, last ses. 
sion, complaints because our fishermen 
were left unprotected against the en- 
*roachments and molestations of American 
Fishermen, and I feel it my duty to de- 
slare to this House, that during the last 
season, such judicious and efficacious pro- 
ection has been given as commands my 
‘pprobation as well as that of this honour- 
tble House. 


Permission was then given for the with- 
lrawal of the resolutions. 


The House adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
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Monpay, Feb. 27, 1871, 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


After routine business. 
THE FISHERY QUESTION. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. 5 UST 
made the motion, which he had allowed to 
stand over on a previous day, for an Address 
to His Excellency the Governor General, 
praying that His Excellency will cause to 
be laid before the House copies’ of the cor- 
respondence relating to the Fisheries since 
the last return made to Parliament; also 
copies of all correspendence relating to 
the Joint Commission appointed by the 
Government of Great Britain and the 
United States. Great anxiety, he said, 
existed throughout the country with re- 
spect to the question, and grave doubts 
were entertained whether our rights 
would be preserved intact by the Com- 
missioners meeting at Washington. Under 
these circumstances it was very desirable 
that the House should have every infor- 
mation given it respecting the question, 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that he 
and his colleagues were much obliged to 
the hon. gentleman for the manner in 
which he had allowed his motion to stand 
over until the papers. were ready to be 
submitted elsewhere. That hon. gentle- 
man had stated that. some anxiety was 
entertained throughout the country with 
respect to the question, and grave doubts 
had arisen in: some quarters whether the 
rights and privileges hitherto enjoyed by 
the people of the Dominion would be sus. 
tained or abandoned. He (Mr. Mitchell 
was, however, glad to be able to tell his 
hon. friend, that there need be no such 
doubts henceforth, and that our rights 
would be fully vindicated. He was pleased. 
to state his own firm conviction, and that 
of the Government of which he had the 
honor to be a member, that England 
would continue in the future as in the past 
to preserve the rights of the Dominion. 
In order that the House might thoroughly 
understand the question, it would be neces- 
sary to give a short history of it, Hon. 
gentlemen would remember the Treaty of 
1783, under which certain privileges were 
given to the Americans, It was true that 
the Americans Of that day claimed in the 
settlement of the Treaty of 1783, that they 
had as much right to certain fishing 
privileges as the British themselves. They 
claimed that they had assisted in conquer- 
ing from old France a portion of the Pro- 
vinces of British North America, to which 
the fisheries were a territorial adjunct. 
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Therefore, by right of conquest, they 
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urged that they were entitled toan equal | 
share in the fisheries. It | 
must be evident to every one | 


that such a claim could not be recognized 
by England. In fact, it was never acknow- | 
ledged by her; but in that spirit of con- 
cilation which so often characterizes her 
dealings with other powers, she determin: 
ed rather than protract the war to grant | 
certain concurrent privileges which they 
continued to enjoy up to1812.When the war 
of 1812 broke out, of course that treaty 
of 1783 became a dead letter. When peace 
again ensued, difficulties arose in arrang- 
ing a satisfactory plan with respect to the 
use of the fisheries. The treaty of 1814 
was subsequently signed without any 
reference to the fisheries or the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi—the two questions 
on which there was a difficulty in arriving 


at a satisfactory arrangement. The 
Americans no doubt hoped by a 
persistent use of the __ privileges 


they enjoyed up to 1812, to obtain a right 
by user to the fisheries. It would be in 
the recollection of the hon. gentlemen 
who have studied the question that the 
British Government, under the direction 
of Earl Bathurst, issued a despatch giving 
such directions to the officer in command 
of the British North American squadron as 
would require him to enforce the strict 
rights which British subjects were entitled. 
to enjoy, and excluding foreigners from 
participation in our fisheries, which were 
the exclusive property of the British. That 
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| ones, 


law was strictly enforced for some time ; 
with moderation, it was true, but never- 
theless with firmness, so as to prevent 
any right of user accruing with respect to 
the fisheries. It :would also be recol- 
lected that seizures were made which 
became the subject of remonstrance 
through the American Ambassador at the 
Court of London, and the result was the 
Convention of 1818, which ended in the 
American Government accepting the pri- 
vilege of fishing, free ‘in common with 
the subjects of His Britannic Majesty, on 
that part of the southern coast of New- 
foundland, which extends from Cape Ray 
to the Rameau Islands, on the Western 
and Northern coast of Newfoundland from 
the said Cape Ray to the Quirpon Island, 
and also on the coasts, bays, harbours, and 
creeks from Mount Jolly, on the Southern 


of Belleisle. and thence Northeasterly in- 
definitely along the coast.’’ The Ameri- 
cans at the same time voluntarily abrogated 
any claims or privileges, if ever they had 
any, along the coast of the rest of the 
British North American possessions. 
The language of the treaty was so strong 
that it was worth while quotmg it: “ And | 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. | 


|} within ten miles from the land, 
coast of Labrador, and through the Straits | Government 
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the United States hereby renounce, for 
ever, any liberty heretofore enjoved or 
claimed by the inhabitants thereof, to 
take, dry, or cure fish on or within three 
marine miles of any of the coasts, bays, 
creeks, or harbours of His Britannic Majes- 
ty’s dominions in America, not included 
within the above mentioned limits.” From 
1818, during a few years, the rights of the 
two nations were perfectly well under- 


| stood—no complaints of infringment were 


made. Subsequently, however, the Amer- 
icans found that they were not enjoying 
as many advantages from the fisheries as 
they had formerly had, and then com- 
menced to encroach upon the British 
‘American Fisheries. The effect of 
these encroachments was to direct to them 
the attention of the British Government 
who gave instructions to Admire] Seymour 
to enforce the law, and several seizures 
were accordingly made up to 1840. The 
right of excluding American fishermen 
was not only enforced by England within 
the three marine miles, but within the 
headlands. Then the question of headlands 
came up. It was urged on the one side that 
the question of headlands should not be en- 
forced, inasmuchas one of headlands of the 
Bay of Fundy was on American territory. 
But the main argument was the terms of 
the treaty did not contemplate exclusion 
from the large bays, but from the small 
such as were inside the Bay of Fundy 
‘tself. Neither the Bay of Fundy nor the 
Bay of Chaleurs, it was urged, was meant by 
the treaty. Thus the matter stood in 1840. 
The Americans continued to maintain, 
that they could not be legally excluded 
from the Bay of Fundy inasmuch as one of 
its headlands, was American territory The 
English Government, whilst consenting to 
the practical use of the Bay, did not agree 
in the construction of the point raised 
by the Americans with respect to the head- 
lands. Atthe same time, another ques- 
tion arose on account of the seizure of a 
vessel, about twenty miles off the coast of 
Nova Scotia. The subject being brought 
to the notice of the British Government. 
they at once ordered that the vessel be. 
given up on the ground that she was 
seized entirely out of their jurisdiction, 
and that the officer who had made the 
seizure had exceeded his instructions. 
But another seizure occured afterwards 
and the 


upheld that seizure, 
because it was made within © 
the headland line claimed by the 


law of nations. it was admitted beyond a 
doubt both by American as well as Eng- 
lish jurists and publicists that the Gov- 
ernment of a country, having waters. 
around it, has a territorial right to those 
waters to a distance of three miles along 
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the sinuosities of the shores. The Ameri- 
cans did not object to that, but the English 
Government went further and said that 
they had aright to exclude foreigners— 
not following merely the sinuosities of the 
shores, but. three miles drawn from head- 
land to headland. Similar claims were 
recognized by eminent American author1- 
ties likeStory and Webster—all of whom 
were ever ready to assert American rights 
to the utmost. In 1840 a good deal of ap- 
prehension was felt concerning the ques- 
tion, but during the next four or five years 
the Nova Scotia Government acted with a 
great deal of vigor. They enforced the law 
not only in relation to the three marine 
miles, but withthe aid of H. M’s. Fleet 
the headland policy, and made many seiz. 
ures which were condemned in due form in 
the'Courts. The Americans remonstrated, 
but the result was to sustain Nova Scotia in 
the assertion of the strict construction of the 
rights of the Provinces. In 1854 the Reci- 
procity Treaty was entered into, and there 
could be no doubt that the necessity of 
obtaining the use of the fisheries had a 
great deal to do with inducing the Ameri- 
cans to enter into that treaty. Under 
that treaty it was agreed that Americans 
should come within the headlands and_ in- 
shore, in return for certain comcessions 
granted us. That treaty remained in force 
for eleven years, and all recollected the 
- manner in which it was repealed by the 
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Americans taking the initiative. 
When the Government of Cana- 
da found that the Americans 


were resolved on the repeal of the treaty, 
there was a belief pervading the British 
portion of the continent that the privi- 
leges enjoyed under the treaty of 1818 
would again come into effective operation. 
He need only say that at that time theBritish 
Government was anxious that no difficul- 
ties should arise on account of the enforce- 
ment of our rights, and adopted every 
mode to bring about an amicable arrange- 
ment. Mr. Cardwell brought the subject 
‘under the notice of the Government of 
the old Province of Canada, and they in a 
Minute of Council, under date of March 
23, 1866, expressed the fear that the hope 
entertained by the British Government, 
that satisfactory commercial relations 
would be soon restored with the United 
States, would prove futile, and at the 
same time stated their belief that the 
prospects of attaining such a result in the 
future would be greatly diminished lf the 
American Fishermen continued to exercise 
the rights of which the repeal of the Reci- 
procity treaty had deprived them. They sug- 
gested the issue to Americans of licenses to 
fish in Provincial waters at a moderate fee. 
That arrangment was carried out for 


a year, at the end of which a feeling still | 
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prevailed that there was a chance of ob- 
taining a renewal of the Reciprocity 
Treaty. A conference was held at Wash- 
ington on the subject, Hon. Messrs. Galt 
and Howland representing Canada, Hon. 
Mr. Henry, Nova Scotia; and Hon. Mr. 
Smith, New Brunswick. But time passed 
away, and there appeared little prospect 
of obtaining a new treaty. After Con- 
federation the Government of Canada felt 
that it was necessary to enforce in some 
way the Fishery rights, and it was deemed 
advisable to continue the _ license fee 
which*was raised to one dollar. ‘he re- 
sult of the working of the license system, 
however, was just asit had been predicted 
by Nova Scotia in 1866—That it would 
practically hand overthe Fisheries to 
the Americans without compensation. 
The license fee was systematically evaded 
in the course of time, until the amount 
collected in 1869 was merely nominal. 
Under these circumstances the Govern- 
ment felt that it was incumbent upon 
them to refuse to grant further licenses, 
and to exclude foreignexs from our fishing 
ground altogether. As%respects the in. 
shore Fisheries, the exclusion during the 
past season had been effective--the fleet 
of American Fishermen had been able to 
obtain only partial fares. As regards the 
Fisheries within the headlands, he would 
say that in 1865 the British Government 
urged the .Canadian authorities not to 
ask the enforcement of the headland line. 
England was most anxious then as now to 
enforce our rights, but she wished to do so 
moderately but at the same time firmly. 
However, when the Americans continued 
to refuse to enter into new commercial 
arrangements, the British Government had 
to meet the question of the Fisheries dur- 
ing the past year. The Government of 
Canada, at the close of the past session, 
asked H. M. Govt. to assent to regulations 
for the enforcement of our right of exclud- 
ing Americans from the inshore fisheries. 
They further asked that H. M. Govt. should 
enforce the British construction of the 
Treaty as maintained and enforced up to 
1844, and failing that, should assent to a 
proposition to settle the dispute with re- 
spect to the headlands by reference to a 
joint Commission as proposed by Mr. 
Adams in 1866. The British Government 
consented to the latter preposition. His hon- 
orable colleague, the Postmaster General 
was sent to England, and the correspon- 
dence connected with his mission was 
before the House. The Canadian Govern- 
ment suggested that the plan recommend- 
ed by Mr. Adams in 1866, and adopted by 
Lord Clarendon, for a Joint Commission to 
consider the questions in dispute respec- 
ting the Fisheries, might very properly be 
carried into effect. Her Majesty’s Govern- 
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ment stated through Earl Kimberly, that 
they would make a proposition to that 
effect to the American Government, and 
subsequently we were informed that the 
United States while agreeing thereto 
wished to extend the scope of the Com- 
mission, and that was agreed to by the 
British Government. It was certainly a 
matter for satisfaction to Canada that not 
only her proposition for a Commission 
had been accepted, but that the place of 
meeting was arranged, as she had wished 
it. in America. That morning Sir John A. 
Macdonald had left for Washington to 
take his place on the Commission, as one 
of the representatives of British and Cana- 
dian interests. He (Mr. M.) had no sym- 
pathy whatever with those who were con- 
tinually intimating that our interests 
would be sacrificed by England, in view of 
other and more potent considerations. 
The past history of England was a guaran- 
tee that noneot our rights would be aban- 
doned. ‘The course she had pursued since 
the whole question had come before her, 
was sufficient to prove to us how anxious 
she is to subserve our welfare. Not only 
did she accept our proposition respecting 
the Commission, but she placed on it the 
foremost public man in Canada. In this 
way, she gave Canada a position which 
no other colony ever before occupied. In 
the first time in the history of England, 
she had given a Canadian and Colonial 
Statesman a share in the settlement of 
Imperial questions. Not only would a 
Canadian statesman be present to watch 
over ourinterests, but Lord Granville had 
stated in the House of Lords that 
the Commission could not take any 
final action—that the refusal of any 
one member to concur would put an end 
to it. No one could assert that a public 
man of the high standing of the Premier 
of Canada would sacrifice our rights, 
or give them up without some adequate 
compensation. If the United States 
showed any disposition to enter into a 
fair commercial arrangement, he was satis- 
fied that Canada would be willing to meet 
them half way. As respects the question 
of the headlands, it was more a matter of 
law than of arrangement. As to the in- 
#ernational law sanctioning our claims 
there could be no doubt in the mind of 
any intelligent man. In conclusion, he 
must refer to the interest now taken in the 
Fisheries by the people of Ontario as well 
as by those of Quebec. A short while 
since there was little knowledge in the 
West of the great resources of the Mari- 
time Provinces, but now, as a representa- 
tive of that section, he was gratified to see 
how identified Western men had become 
with the welfare and prosperity of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick. It wads also 
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due to the commanders of the Canadian 
Marine Foree—especially Captain Scott and 
Captain Lavoie, who respectively directed 
the operations of the two divisions of our 
cruisers—that he should speak of the 
energy and discretion with which they had 
performed the delicate and responsible 
duties entrusted to them in the course of 
the past season. It had already been inti- 
mated in another place that the same 
means of protecting our interests would be 
pursued as had been so successful last 
season. ; 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that as a repre- 
sentative of one of the Maritime Provinces, 
with a coast line of 1,000 miles, he could 
not allow the present opportunity to pass 
without making a few remarks. He was 
glad to receive so strong an assurance 
trom the Minister of Marine, that our 
rights in these inestimable treasures of 
the sea would be kept inviolate and intact. 
On one point, however, he wished infor- 
mation, and that was, the necessity 
for submitting the question § at 
all to a Commission. He did not speak 
with a view of finding fault with the course 
pursued in the matter; it was perhaps 
the best plan to submit the question to a 
Commission. He had understood the hon. 
gentleman to say that the question was 
one of International law, and if that were 
so, why must 1t be disposed of in the way 
proposed. Previous to the Reciprocity 
Treaty of 1854, there were repeated 
seizures of vessels for the infraction of our 
rights. The result was the Reciprocity 
Treaty! That measure was, however, 
repealed, and we resumed our rights with 
respect to the Fisheries, and were appar- 
ently in the right track to make the 
Americans agree to other commercial ar- 
rangements. The Hon. Minister of Marine 
had spoken of the seizures between 1840 
and 1845, only in a very cursory manner. 
Now, from 1846, during the eight years up 
to 1854, there were repeated seizures and 
forfeitures in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
of Nova Scotia; and the issue was the 
Americans were forced into the Reciprocity 
Treaty. It was certainly strange, he must 
add before concluding, to find the Presi- 
dent of the United States in his annual 
message to congress, making such extre- 
ordinary statements on this very subject. 
Those remarks might have been made with 
the knowledge that the Commission was 
to meet; but at all events they were un- 
warrantable in fact. He was gratified that 
Canada was to be so ably represented on 
the Commission, and shared the antici- 
pations of the Minister of Marine that her 
interests were safe in the hands of the 
Premier. It was only right to call atten. 
tion to the fact that the expectations of 
his own Province with respect to the opera- 
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tion of the license system had been | land, one 


realized, but the remonstrances of the 
Government of Nova Scotia were unheeded. 
He hoped that now the question had as- 
sumed the present shape, some satisfac- 
tory solution would be found. It was 
with much satisfaction he saw that the Cana- 
dian Government had thought it their duty 
to insist upon the just claims they had, 
arising out of the recent Fenian invasions. 
_ He trusted that those demands would be 
foliowed up in the manner suggested in 
Earl Kimberley’s cool despatch, and that 
they would be submitted in such a way as 
to obtain that justice which Canada has a 
right to ask (hear). 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD followed, and said 
that there had never been any doubt in 
New Brunswick as to the rights which we 
have respecting the headlands. It 
would be a matter of deep regret 
if the construction of the Treaty of 1818 
was not enforced by the High Commission 
which has been appointed to adjust such 
‘matters. His object, however, in rising 
was to refer to the following passage in a 
joint address passed unanimously by the 
Legislature of New Brunswick in 1854, and 
especially setting forth our rights :— 
‘Maritime nations at all times, and in 
every quarter of the globe, have set up 
and maintained certain exclusive privileges 
within three marine miles of the shore; 
and by universal custom and the law of 
nations, the claim has been defined by 
lines, not within bays, but from the en- 
trance of such bays, as designated by a 
line drawn from headland to headland 
forming such bays ; which law has been 
fullyrecognised by the most eminent states- 
men, as well as other jurists ; and by the 
articles of the Convention of 1818, the 
United States renounced forever the 
liberty of fishing within three marine 
mules of the coasts, bays, creeks, or har- 
bors of certain portions of the British North 
American colonies. This treaty stipula- 
tion is clearly expressed, and is incapable 
of misconstruction.’”’ Without dwelling 
further on that point, he would content 
himself with bearing testimony to. the 
very efficient manner in which the Govern- 
ment had maintained our fishery rights, 
and to the interest nowtaken by the peo 
ple of the West in the resources of the 
Maritime Provinces. He considered the 
latter fact a favorable omen for the future 

of the Confederation. (Hear.) 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
was not prepared to admit as much as the 
gentlemen who had just spoken. He 
could readily understand that the Govern- 
ment might, with a regard to the interests 
of the country, have suggested a Com- 
mission of three—one from Eng- 
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from the United States 
and the other from Canada. It was 


quite possible that the United States 
would not have accepted the proposition ; 
nevertheless 1t would have been one de- 
cidedly in the interests of Canada, for she 


would have the controlling power. The 
present Commission, however, was 
composed equally of British 
and American representatives, 


and was to deal with questions which Eng- 
land had a very great desire to settle as 
soon as possible. The vindication of the 
Fishery rights of Canada was only a trifl- 
ing matter compared with the removal of 
other matters in dispute which might 
embroil England in war with the United 
States. He was not at all satisfied with 
the tone of Lord Kimberley’s despatches 
—they were couched in an extremely cold 
tone, and showed throughout an absence 
of appreciation of Canadian rights. Take 
for instance that extraordinary reply to 
Mr. Campbell, who was urging that the 
Empire, in case of further Fenian troubles, 
should bear the burthen of resisting such 


| attacks, and that Canada should only con- 


tribute as a portion of the Empire. Lord 
Kimberley suggested ‘that the present 
generation of Canadians were as responsible 
for the alleged wrongs of Ireland as the 
present generation of their fellow  sub- 
jects residing in Great Britain.’ Even as 
respects the question of the Fisheries, 
Lord Kimberley sail that ‘there might 
be some difference with regard to the in- 
terpretation of the Treaty as to Bays.”’ 
The tone of indifference throughout was 
not at all satisfactory to those who looked 
for sympathy and support from the Mo- 
ther Country. He must say he did not 
think the Hon. Postmaster General had 
accomplished as much as had been claim. 
ed. He did not see how we could be 
benefitted by having our rights mixed up 
with other questions of greater import- 
ance to England. It was said that whilst 
we were under the flag of Great Britain. 
there was no fear that she would forget 
her duty towards us. But we must not be 
more loyal than the Queen. We should 
consider what was due to our own self- 
respect. If we read the despatch ef Lord 
Kimbérley, it seemed as if there was a 
coolness’in the sentiments of Great Britain 
towards Canada. Formerly it would have 
been high treason for any one in the 
Houses of Lords and Commons to declare 
that Great Britain could allow her con- 
nection with the colonies to be severed. 
Now Lord Kimberley must even go out of 


his way to say that “the Gov- 
ernment did not wish to interfere 
with the freedom of Canada’s future.’’ 


Under all the circumstances, he had not 
much confidence that the Commission 
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would really protect our Fisheries. The 
interests of England rather than those of 
Canada would be considered. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER said that as one who 
had been generally designated as ‘the 
member for the Gulf Division” he felt 
bound to make a few remarks expressive 
of his gratification at the interest taken in. 
one of the greatest natural resources of 
the Dominion. He had had his 
doubts last year whether the efforts of 
the Canadian fleet would be satisfactory 
to Canadian interests, but he must ac- 
knowledge now that its establishment 
was a wise and proper measure (hear, 
hear). He could not agree with those who 
anticipated that our rights would be sacri- 
ficed because the Fishery was mixed up 
with other questions. If war was to take 
place, to-morrow, respecting the Alabama 


claims, Canada would be the greatest 
sufferer, and she would be the 
battle ground; and _ therefore it was 


clearly our interest to have all causes of 
difficulty between England and the United 
States removed as soon as possible. 
would be very impolitic on our part, were 
we, whilst the Commissioners were sitting, 
to allow the suspicion to be created that 
we would throw any obstacle in the way 
of an amicable adjustment of the questions 
between the two nations. For his own 
part, he had great confidence that the 
whole matter would be ‘arranged so as to 
promote Canadian as well as Imperial 
interest. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL contenced that, 
in view of the great interests at stake, 
Canadian as well as Imperial, a Commis- 
sion was the best mode of arranging the 
questions in dispute. No time seemed 
more opportune than the present for a 
settlement. The American people were 
endeavoring to pay a war debt, and had 
hardly yet recovered from the effects of 
their civil strife. A few years later, when 
they had entirely recovered themselves and 
renewed their strength, the time might 
not be so opportune for an amicable adjust- 
ment of troublesome questions between 
England and the United States. If we had 
not asserted our rights respecting the 
Fisheries and repealed the license system, 
the Americans might, in course of time 
have raised a claim to them on acceunt of 
their regular enjoyment of them. The 
longer we delayed the settlement of the 
question, the more we imperilled our in- 
terests, In asking for a Commission, the 
Government was largely actuated by a 
desire to take a course which would be 
most acceptable to Great Britain. It would 
have been a very serious responsibility to 
Lave pressed on England the necessity of 
any course that might have embroiled her 


Hon. Mr. LeTellier de St. Just. 
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with the United States. The Government 
took the course open to them as an alter- 
native—of referring the question to a Com- 
mission selected from each country, not 
for the purpose of concluding the rights of 
either party, but in order to point out the 
best mode of bringing about a settlement 
of the difficulties between the two nations. 
It was certainly wiser in England obtain- 
ing a settlement peaceably in the way pro- 
posed than by spending millions of treas- 
ure and wasting the lives of her people in 
an unnatural war, which might probably 
have occurred had she in an arbitrary 
manner decided to enforce her own view 
on a point the Americans differed from 
them. he only other alternatives were 
abandonment of our claims or a Commis- 
sion. He repeated his belief that Canadian 
interests were safe in the hands of the Com- 
mission, one of the members of which was 
a Canadian Statesman who the House 
might rest assured would agree to nothing 


that would not meet with the approval of 


the Parliament of Canada. 


After a few remarks from Hon. Messrs. 
Dickey and Letellier in explanation, the 
debate closed and the motion passed. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Moxypay, Feb. 27, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:30 

p.m 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a Bill to 
extend the law as to carrying dangerous 
weapons. 

Mr. DREW introduced a Bill respecting 
County Court Judges. ' 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked for explana- 
tions. 

Mr. DREW said that under the common 
law procedure Act of Ontario there was a 
provision that Superior Courts could refer 


matters of account to the Gounty Court 


Judges to decide by summary procedure. 
The object of the Bill was to declare that 
they had no right in cases of that kind to 
make any charge, as they sometimes did at 
present. 


Hon. M1. MACDOUGALL said if that was 
the object of his hon. friend’s bill, there 
was no necessity to introduce it. If there 
was no right to make such charges, there 
was no necessity for legislation in that di- 
rection. Ifa County Court Judge should 
make an illegal charge, and anyone should 
be foolish enough to pay it, that was a 
matter that could be easily disposed of. 


141 Routine 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
hon. member would bear in mind that 
the Judges were paid by the Dominion, 
and must be dealt with by this Parlia- 
ment. If the Judges received anything 
beyond their salaries, it must be either 
legally or illegally. There would be no 
harm in discussing the matter, and it 
might be as well to allow the hon. mem- 
ber to introduce his measure. 


The Bill was read a first time 
second reading, on Thursday. 


Mr. OLIVER introduced an Act to 
amend the Patent Act of 1869. 


; 


NEW WRIT FOR EAST RIDING OF HASTINGS. 


don. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved 
that a new writ be issued for an election 
in the East Riding of Hastings, to return 
amember in place of the Hon. Robert 
Read, whe has been summoned to the 
Senate. 


ASSIMILATION OF LAWS, &c., FOR THE 
PROVINCES. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER laid 
before the House the preliminary report 
of Colonel Grey, with regard to the manner 
in which to carry out, as much as possible, 
the provisions of the British North Ameri- 
ca Act, by which it was provided, that the 
property and civil rights and laws in the 
Provinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia, and 
New Brunswick might be assimilated. 
The report submitted to the House, he 
said, was merely preliminary—to precede 
the appointment of a Commission with 
the object, if it should be thought proper, 
that the proceeding should be hereafter 
adopted. He might say at the outset, 
that this report must necessarily be pro- 
ductive of great good, it mattered not 
whether the assimilation took place or 
not. 


Mr. MACKENZIE hoped the hon. 
member would not proceed with the dis- 
cussion before the document was laid 
before the House. He didnot believe it 
would be productive of the slightest good. 
He believed it was a vile job from begin- 
ning toend. (Cries of ‘‘order.’’) 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was sorry 
that his hon. friend had interrupted him. 
He was simply explaining the object of 
the report, nothing more. It was his 
duty to do so. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Oh, yes; I have 
no objection to that, but I do object to the 
hon. member characterising it as an ex: 
cellent report. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—I have a 
perfect right to say so. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE—Then I ra‘se a point 
of order. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—If the hon. mem- 
ber on the other side of the House has a 
right to make a speech, so have I. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—I doubt very much 
if he has ever read it. (Laughter.) 


The report was laid on the table, and 
the discussion was dropped. 


CORRECTION. 


Mr. FORTIN wished to correct a mistake 
in the report of his speech on the fisheries 
question, which appeared in the Times. 
The printers had made him to say, ‘“ And, 
therefore, if any of our fishery rights are 
to be given up, a policy Iam now prepared 
to recommend.’ (Laughter.) It should 
be, “I am not prepared to recommend,”’ 
(Renewed laughter.) 


Mr. M'!LLS —It is too bad to cheat the 
hon. member out of his T. (Laughter.) 


DEATH OF ELZEAR GOULET, IN MANITOBA. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) asked whether 
the Government is aware that one Elzear 
Goulet, a Metis of the Province of Man- 
itoba, met his death in the month of Sep- 
tember last, in consequence ofan assault 
or threats of assault, on the part of certain 
volunteers or soldiers forming part of the 
Military Expedition to the North West, 
and if so whether the Government have 
been put in possession of any documents, 
or other papers relating to an investiga- 
tion, or toany otner proceedings with a 
view to the discovery, trial or conviction, 
of the person or persons suspected of hav- 
ing been the cause of the death of the said 
Goulet. 


Hon. Sir GEO. EH. CARTIER replied 
that the papers on the subject would form 
part of those moved for in connection with 
the North West Territory. 


ELECTORAL DIVISIONS IN NEW BRUNS- 
WICK. 


Mr. BOLTON asked whether it is the in 
tention of the Government to introduce 
this Sessiona measure for the re-adjust- 
ment of the Electoral Divisions or districts 
in the Province of New Brunswick, the 
present division having only been claimed 
as temporary, and being at complete var- 
iance with the principle of representation 
by population? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it 
was not the intention of the Government 
to alter the electoral divisions. After the 
census there would have to be a re-ap- 
pointment of the representation. 
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PROVINCIAL ARBITRATION. | Mr. OLIVER—Postage stamps. Motion 
carried. 

Mr. GODIN asked whether it is the Mr. CONNELL moved for correspon. 
intention of the Government to treat the | dence between the Dominion Government 
decision of the Hon Messrs. Gray and Mc- | and that of New Brunswick relative to its 
Pherson, bearing date the 3rd September, | unadjusted claims. He stated that a very 
1870, in their capacity as Arbitrators ap- | great deal of dissatisfaction existed in New 
pointed under Section 142 of the British | Brunswick in consequence of the non- 
North America Act, 1867, as a legal de- | settlement of that account. Whether the 
cision ofthe Arbitration Commission ap- | Dominion or the Local Government was 
pointed in conformity with the said, to blame he could not say. So strong 
section, and in case the Government | was the popular feeling on this subject, 
should treat the same decision as null and | that at the last elections some of the 
illegal, whether it is their intention to take Members lost their seats. and others were 
steps £0 secure the consent, of the Pro- | placed near the foot of the poll. While 
vinces of Quebec and Ontario, for the ap- | Quebec and Ontario had their claims set- 
pointment of a new Arbitration Commis- | ¢tled, those of New Brunswick had 
sion, and failing such consent, whether it 1s | been delayed from time to time. He 
the intention of the Government to take | wanted to know the cause of the trouble 
legal means to create a new Arbitration | and bickering on this subject. His 
Commission ? advice to the government, in pews to seo 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the the difficutly settled between Ontario an 
Government intended to inform the House | Quebec, would be to take up the subject and 
by Wednesday or Thursday of its purpose deal with it, in a liberal and comprehensive 


i ; + “bj i tj manner, In the first instance, he would re- 
eee to \the Ar elinekl on ANCE MOR commend that Ontario should form a basis of 


arrangement by which that Province could 
enter the Union with halfthe debt ofthe old 
Province of Canada, the other half being ap- 
portioned to Quebec, It would then become 
‘a Dominion debt and they would not be called 
upon to pay the interest. He would also re- 
commend that New Bruuswick and Nova 
Scotia, should have their debt increased as 
they entered the Union, on the same basis as 
Ontario and Quebec. This would give to 
Nova Scotia, a certajn increase, but any ad- 
vanced amount received by New Brunswick or 
Nova Scotia or Quebec could be expended for 
railway purposes. This would benefit the 
trade and commerce of the Dominion, open 
up the country for settlement, and, in fact, 
would increase the revenue of the country and 
prove of very great benefit to the entire 
Dominion. If this course were adopted by 
the Government—and he would strongly ad- 
vise them to pursue it—it would settle all the 
difficulties between Quebec and Ontario and 
put an end to these sectional divisions. He 
was always in favor of Confederation, but he 
believed that the principles on which it was 
now being worked out, would in the end 
prove disastrous to the Dominion. Each 
Province was quarreling anddisputing about 
the aid it was to receive and clamoured for a 
large share, as was the case in Nova Scotia 
in which they were so successful. The 
manner in which they were treated was a 
direct encouragement for the Provinces to be 
continually finding fault, and in some cases, 
it was likely to lead to trouble yet. It might 
be objected to, the scheme he proposed, that it 
would throw a large debt on the Dominion, 
Let it be so. During last winter, (during 
the discussion on the tariff,) he did not object 
to the increase of taxation, so much as he 
didthat New Brunswick had not received 
any benefit from it. There was no appropria- 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. FOURNIER asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to make the 
terminus of the Intercolonial Railway at 
Levis, so as to avoid the usless circuit it 
would be necessary to make in order to 
reach it, by using the line of the Grand 
Trunk? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied, the 
subject had been submitted to the 
Department of Public Works at 
different periods; but the Government 
had come to no decision about it. A cor- 
respondence took place between the town 
of Levis and the Government two or three 
years ago on the subject, which had 
been laid before the House. 


PROVINCIAL ACCOUNTS 


Mr. DREW asked—have the Govern- 
ment made out an approximate state- 
ment of the result of the accounts between 
Canada and each Province, on Feb. Ist, 
1871,adjusted on the footing of the award? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—The Gov- 
ernment had made no such statement. 


MOTIONS. 


Mr. OLIVER moved for a return of 
the amount paid, etc., for the sale of 
aera for the year ending June 30th, 
870. 

Hon Mr. MORRIS asked what informa- 
tion the mover wanted. Wasit merely as 
regards postage stamps or those and 
others ? 


Mr. Godin. 
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tion of any kind to show that they had ever 
benefited in any way by the largely increased 
revenue that they were obliged to pay. He 
was an advocate of Confederation trom the 
beginning and was so now. He desired to see 
Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island and 


British Columbia come into the Union on 
fair and equitable terms, but it was important 
that this question should be settled now and 


forever. Let the House adopt those principles 


of trade and commerce, those principles of 


internal improvement which would develope 


the interest of the country, increase Immigra- 


tion, add to our manufacturies and enceurage 
the labor and industry of the Dominion. 


Let the Government Act, with energy and at 
Let them submit a broad and com- 


once, 
prehensive measure, one that would commend 
itself to the people of this Dominion. Letan 
equality of expnediture take place in the 


public improvements in all parts of the Do. 


minion. If the Government would adopt such 


a policy, then Confederation would be a suc. 


cess (hear hear,) but if, on the other hand 


the present mode of proceeding was to be con- 


tinued, the end must inevitably be disastrous. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY had no objection to 
lay the papers before the House. AG og vat 
the language of the member for Carleton, 
they would enable us to know ourselves, 
we should be under great obligations to 
the hon. member for having moved them. 


Mr GODIN moved for the names of per- 
sons employed by the Local, Governments 


in connection with the Commission of 


arbitration on the subject of the public debt 
of Quebecand Ontario. He said he under. 
stood an officer of the Dominion Govern- 
ment had accepted payment of $1,000, from 
the Ontario Government for statements or 
- calculations furnished for use in the arbi- 
tration. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government knew nothing of it—-at least, 
he did not. He recommended the with. 
drawal of the motion, as there was little 
information to furnish, and no objection 
to give such as they possessed. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it seemed to him 
‘to have been a very unfortunate and in- 
decent proceeding for one of the chief 
Officials of the Ottawa Government 
to allow himself to be placed in 
the position of the paid officer of a Goy- 
ernment interfering in matters of account 
in relation to the arbitrators. It had a 
tendency with other incidents connected 
with the arbitration, to bring it into con- 
tempt, when‘ we found one of the chief 


officials of the Domimion making 
himself a party to a case in 
this way. He thought the House 


Ought to express its opinion against such 
an intermission of duty for the future, and 
to ascertain whether Ministers were dis- 
posed to defend such conduct. ‘I'he Min- 
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ister of Militia pleaded ignorance of the 
matter : but everyone knew the Onfarie 
Government acknowledged having paid 
this sum of $1,000. This state of affairs 
ought not to be allowed to continue. As 
a member representing to some extent the 
public opinion of Ontario, he felt bound 
to protest against such conduct on the 
part of Dominion officers. (Cheers.) 


Sir GEO, E. CARTIER again protested 
he knew nothing of the matter. He had 
never read the budget speech of the Fi- 
nance Minister of Ontario, because it was 
too long. (Laughter.) Every day we 
learned something new, and to-day such 
had been his experience. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said if any of the 
employees of the Government of the Do- 
minion were required before this arbitza- 
tion, when they pretended they were 
approached in that capacity, they should 
not have acted without the permission of 
that Government ; and if they had thought 
such officials should have gone—an opinioa 
he thought they should not have held— 
they should have paid them themselves. 
The officials should not have been paid by 
the Ontario Government. (Hear, hear.) 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that he thought 
there could be no question, that gentlemen 
in the public service had no right to give 
their services at the request of any other 
parties whatever, and that any informa- 
tion desired by the Local Governments at 
the hands of the Government of the Do- 
minion, ought to form the subject of an 
official communication, and he thought 
the proceeding in question, if it had oc- 
curred, was extremely irregular. 


Mr. BLAKE (West Durham) thought 
there was a peculiar impropriety in an 
officer of the Dominion Government acting 
in connection with the Arbitration ques- 
tion, and even in any service whatever 
on account of the Local Governments, and 
he was surprised that such a service should 
have been performed by Mr. Simpson, and 
still more so that 1t should now be stated 
that the head of the Department was not 
aware of his having done so, and of his 
having received payments for having done 
so. 

The motion was then passed and carried. 


Mr. BLAKE then moved an address to 
His Excellency for copies of orders or di- 
rections made at any time under the 
Railway Act as to forms in which returns 
thereby required should be made up. 

The motion being seconded by Mr. 
MACKENZIE was put and carried. 

Mr. BLAKE then moved an address to 
His Excellency for copies of returns made 
by each Railway Company under the Rail- 
way Act of the Iate Province of Canada, 
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and the Railway Act of 1868, by which it 
is provided; that each of the Companies 
affected thereby shall in January and July 
in each year, make a true and particular 
return of accidents and casualities, whether 
to life or property. He said that many 
accounts had lately been heard of the un- 
fortunate condition of one of the Railways 
in this country. On the one hand reports 
were made as to the very great irregulari- 
ty which had occurred, and as to the very 
great number of accidents which had 
taken place, and as to the great amount 
of damage done, while on the other hand 
the most decided statements were made 
the other way. lt was, however, certain 
that the public mind had been alarmed. 
It had been alleged that such reports were 
calculated to divert traffic from the Rail- 
way and injure it, and that such had already 
been the result, and he thought that it 
was very important that the truth of the 
‘matter should be ascertained by the pro- 
duction of the returns for which he had 
moved, so that the public mind might be 
soothed and the matter placed in a proper 
light. 
The motion was put and carried. 


Mr. YOUNG then said that he under- 
stood some correspondence had taken 
place between the Dominion Government 
and that of Nova Scotia in regard to the 
Provincial Building at Halifax, and, in 
fact, that there had been a very spicy dis- 
pute between the two Governments on the 
_ subject, and he thought it very desirable 
that the papers should be laid before the 
House, especially as one of the leading 
organs of the Government had alluded to 
the matter, in defence of the position 
taken by the Dominion Government. He 
therefore moved an address to His Excel- 
lency for copies of all correspondence on 
the subject. 


Mr. SAVARY desired to call attention 
to the fact that he had on the notice paper 
a motion on the same subject, which, he 
thought, would meet the matter more 
fully than that moved by Mr. Young. It 
was well known that a dispute existed be. 
tween the two Governments on the subjest, 
and, in fact, a statement of the matter had 
been printed and largely distributed 
throughout Nova Scotia. As far as he 
understood the matter, the Local Govern- 
ment charged that of the Dominion with 
unjustly retaining the sum of about sixty 
or seventy thousand dollars, and whatever 
might be the facts of the case, there was 
no doubt that the Local Government was 
making a great deal of it, and it was 
therefore a proper subject for discugsion 
in that House, in order that some con 
clusion might be arrived at,—and that it 


might be ascertained to what extent the | 


Mr. Blake. 
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Local Government was correct. He would 
therefore ask Mr. Young to withdraw his 
motion, in order that he might make a more 
comprehensive one which would place the 
matter more fully before the House. He 
would move for the production of all 
papers connected with the matter includ- 
ing a statement of all monies paid on 
account of the building in question. 


Mr. YOUNG said he had no objection to 
Mr. Savary making an addition to his 
motion so as to include the information 
he desired, but he thought it would be 
best to let his (Mr Young’s) motion remain, 
when Mr. Savary’s should come up in pro- 
per course. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that on 
the part of the Government there could 
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be no possible objection to let 
the motion pass. He thought 
the whole question lay in a nutshell, 


as by an Act passed on the 22nd of June, 
1869, which, however, the Government of 
Nova Scotia considered unconstitutional, 
it was provided, by clause 3, that Nova 
Scotia should, from the date of the comple- 
tion of the new Province Building, be 
debited in account with Canada at the rate 
of 5 per cent per annum until it should be 
placed at the disposal of the Dominion, 
and he, as Minister of Finance, had been 
obliged to see that that provision was car- 
ried out. The Government of Nova Scotia, 
however, refused to make over the build- 
ing except on certain conditions, which 


could not be entertained, as there was a — 


further clause in the Act, which had 
emanated from the hon. and learned gen- 
tleman from West Durham, and had been 
assented to by the House, stating that the 
provisions made by that Act should be 
taken in fullsettlement of all demands of 
Nova Scotia on Canada, and he might add 
that the Government had been most care- 
ful not to commit itself in the matter, and 
they had not the least objection to the pro- 
duction of the papers. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he supposed the 


hon. gentleman meant to say that the Gov- 


ernment had been most careful not to ~ 


commit themselves by taking shelter under 


West Durham, so that when any election 
or anything of that sort comes, they could 
say that they had not committed them- 
selves, and so make an attempt to gain 
popularity. 

_ Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS did not think 
it was possible to treat the matter as a 
matter of account, but he thought it would 


be quite competent for the Government to” 
come down to the House, and ask them to 


vote the amount if legally due to the Pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia. 
Mr. SAVARY then said that he would 
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move an amendment to Mr. Young’s mo- 


tion, for all papers in connection with the 


matter, and fora statement of all monies 


expended on the construction and com- 
pietion of the building, and of all monies 
paid to the Government of Nova Scotia 
under 32, 33 Vic., Cap. 2. He was not 
aware that the Government of Nova Scotia 
claimed that the statute to which the Fin- 
ance Minister had referred was uncon- 
stitutional, but they claimed that the 
third section had no reference to money 
expended by the Local Government on 
the completion of Provincial buildings 
since July Ist, 1867, and that the money 
so expended should be reimbursed by 
them. Hedid not charge the Dominion 
Government with any intention of keeping 
back anything to which the Local Govern- 
ment was entitled, but he thought the 
subject was a fair one for the consideration 
of the House, as 1t had been much agita- 
ted in Nova Scotia. and it was very impor- 
tant, therefore, that it should be consid- 
ered and decided by the Dominion Pavrlia- 
ment. The Local Government claims, in 
fact, that the Dominion Government has 
paid to the Province similar claims and 
demands, and that as the money had been 
expended subsequently to the Ist July, 
1867, they had a just claim to re-imburse- 
ment,—and indeed he had been informed 
that a distinguished member of the Op- 


position in that House had given a strong. 


Opinion that the Local Government was 
entitled to the amount. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought it was ne- 
cessary that the House should have the 
papers before it, before it could pronounce 
intelligently on the matter, but from the 
statements of the mover of the amend- 
ment, the Nova Scotia Government 
seemed to have a fair claim to re-imburse- 
ment of money expended since Confeder- 
ation, and it seemed a case in which, 
though the terms of the Act seemed to 
prevent the payment. the Government 
Might find it necessary to change the 
terms of the Act. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE thought that when the 
papers were brought down the matter 
Ought to be discussed fully and settled 
finally, but he deprecated any discussion 
under the present circumstances. 

Hon. Mr. DORION had no recollection 
that anything had been said respecting 
this claim, on the occasion of the discus- 
sion on the subsidy to be paid to Nova 
Scotia. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER agreed with his hon. | 


friend the Secretary of State for 
the Provinces, that the more appro- 
priate time for discussing the question 


would be, when the papers had been | 
brought down, but he thought the mem. 
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ber for Digby had fallen into the fallacy. 
which had misled the Local Government, 
and as the late Finance Minister had sanc- 
tioned that fallacy by his opinion, he 
thought it right to state the grounds on 
which the Government had acted in the 
matter. The claim of the Local Govern- 
ment to the payment of the $66,000 was 
founded on the fact; that they state, that 
after July Ist, 1867, they paid out of their 
revenue the $66,000 towards the comple- 
tion of the building, and that it was there- 
fore unjust to include that amount in their 
debt, or to charge them with interest. The 
Minister of Finance had already stated, 
that when the Act was passed voting a 
large additional amount to Nova Scotia, 
that Act was burdened by a clause that, 
until the building was surrendered, the 
Government should charge five per cent. 
on the cost of the building. He held that 
there was no distinction between the $122, - 
000 paid on the building before Confed- 
eration and the $66,000 after Confedera- 
tion, and he would be delighted if his hon. 
friend from Sherbrooke would, by the 
weight of his great financial knowledge, 
support the view, that all contracts made by 
the old Governments were not chargeable 
to the Government making the contracts, 
for every one would remember that at the 
time of Confederation, they were building 
a railroad from Truro to Pictou, and that 
large sums of money were paid after the 
Ist of July, 1867 by the Dominion Govern- 
ment on the contract and charged to Nova. 
Scotia. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that in the one 
case the money had been paid by the Do- 
minion Government and the other by the 
Provincial Government. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that he need 
not tell the House that he would be the 
very last to stand in the way of a payment 
to Nova Scotia, but he thought the House 
should understand this matter. Under 
the Union Act, every contract that was 
made: by any of the Provinces in relation 
to Public Works, became the property of 
the Dominion on the Ist July, 1867, but 
was it to be charged to the Dominion 
under the Act? The Act provided that 
while the Dominion should be responsible 
for the payment, every dollar should be 
charged to the debt of the Province that 
contracted the work. ‘The Union Act pro- 
vided also that every officer holding office 
under the Local Governments on the Ist 
July, 1867 became, in relation to every 
matter that came under the control of the 
Dominion Government, the officers of the 
Dominion, and therefore the Commission. 
ers to build the Provincial Building at 
Halifax became in reality the Commission- 
ers of the Dominion, and he held that in 
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reality the Building became the property _miscalled a Bill to establish the indepen- 
of the Dominion Government at Confed- dence of Parliament, was introduced, and 
eration ; but Nova Scotia having declared | in spite of the protest of the Opposition it 
its intention to complete the building, its became law in its present objectionable 
debt is $66,000 less than if the shape. It was passed in the shape, that 
money had come out of the | while it acknowledged the independence ; 
Dominion purse. As the matter had thus | of members ef this House, was likely tobe , 
been brought before the House, he ; sapped by a yearly salary, fee or emolu- 
thought it right to state what had been | ment from the Government, it would not — 
the difficulty placed in the way of the | in the least be interfered with, only if the © 
Dominion Government; but, he should fee or salary was not annual, ‘That was — 
only be too glad, for the sake cf Nova | the distinction, that the independence of F 
Scotia, if the opinion of his hon. friend | a member who.was employed by the year 
from Sherbrooke should obtain. at a yearly salary would be interfered 
Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that after with, but the independence of the member 
what had been said by the hon. gentleman who was employed for two years at a two 


; : by the month at a monthly 
from Cumberland, he thought they should | Y&*5 salary, or by the RS 
certainly wait until they got the corres- salary, would not be interfered with in the 


pondence. least. He agreed with the hon. members 
ani opposite that there was 4 distinction be- 
Mr. SAVARY’S amendment was then | tween them, but it had always appeared to 
put and carried. him that the distinction was in favour of 
Mr. YOUNG moved for an address to | the man who was employed yearly, for 
His'Excellency for correspondence between | then he mi ght maintain his independence, 
Hudson Bay Company and Government f | but if employed by the month, he would 
Canada touching non-payment of purchase | be the more submissive servant (hear, 
money for extinguishment of claims on hear, and laughter). The Opposition had 
North West Territory, &c. He thought it | endeavoured to prevent the law from pas- 
was advisable that all the correspondence sing in that shape, but were defeated. On 
in relation to the Hudson Bay Company, | subsequent occasions, when appointments 
and their losses at Red River, should be | were made which they considered objec- 
brought down. tionable, they protested against them but 
Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER replied all | were defeated, and now, when this Parlia- 
would be laid before the House with the | ment was about to close, and there had 
papers, as well as a claim from the Hud. | been ample evidence afforded of how badly 
son Bay Company.- 


the act worked, he ventured to appeal to 
Mr. YOUNG thought it was necessary to the House to re-consider the question and ~ 
have ali of the correspondence. 


to determine, guided not merely by rea-_ 
; | son, but by experience, that it was not 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it will 
all come. 


expedient in future that a person in re- 
ceipt of such emolument should have a 
seatin this chamber. There were instan- — 
ces of the fact, that a man need not have a 
long engagement, and yet remain a long 
time employed. ‘The case to which he — 
desired to apply a remedy was one in 
which a man held office for nearly, if not — 
quite, two years. The hon. gentleman re- 
ceived large sums—sums which he thought 
would stagger the House when their at- 
tention should be called to them. For 
about two years the hon. member for St. 
John, while holding a seat in this House, — 
received from the public funds as Com- 
missioner, or in the employ of the Minister 
of Justice in the codification of the laws ; 
or in some work for the Government, 
$3,600; no, not that, only $300 a month, 
which was equivalent to that amount per 
year, realizing for the two years a total of 
$7,200. Then as arbitrator $5,500 was 
paid him. He received what each mem- 
ber got, a sessional allowwnce of $600 pe 
year ; $1,200 for the two years. And ther 
was the mileage too, the earned mileage 
(laughter) amounting to $584, The hon 


INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. BLAKE moved the following resolu- 
tion :—‘That in the opinion of this House 
it is inexpedient that any member of this 
House should for the future be engaged in 
the service of the Government of Canada 
in any paid employment, such as that in 
respect of which the Honorable John 
Hamilton Gray, member for the city and 
County of St. John, in 1868, entered into 
the receipt of three hundred dollars a 
month of the public monies.’’ He said the 
events connected with the transaction to 
which he referred were fresh in the public 
mind, and it had become the general im- 
pression, that greater stringency was 
required to secure the independence of 
Parliament, without which members held 
their seats, not for the purpose of repre- 
senting the people, but of enabling some 
few persons to govern them in spite of 
their wishes. Shortly after the first ses- 
sion of this present Parliament, the Act, 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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gentleman received from the Goverrment, 
then, in various ways, a totalsum of $14, - 
_ 484, while a private member of Parlia- 
ment. He (Mr. Blake) would contrast 
this with the salary of a Crown Minister. 
The yearly salary of a Cabinet Minister 
was $9,000, which with mileage amounted 
to less in two years than the amount re- 
ceived by the hon. member for St. John 
within the same time. It was time that 
there should bean end of this system. The 
House should solemnly declare that 
it had not  conduced to the 
independence or the dignity of this 
Chamber, that its members should have 
been in the pay of the Ministry of the day, 
whether that pay were weekly, monthly or 
yearly. It did seem to him that there 
were plenty of gentlemen quite competent 
for the purposes of the Government (hear, 
hear), and to such men it should be left, 
or that hon. members who wished to pick 
up these crumbs from the public table 
should resign their seatsin the House. 
It seemed to him that the Act recognized, 
but in the wrong way, that the distinction 
between monthly and yearly hire had pro- 
duced injurious results and should be 
amended for the future. He had no de. 
sire to make personal attacks on any hon. 
gentleman, but when the hon. member 
from St. Jehn sat in this House holding an 
office of emolument under the Govern. 
ment, he should expect such criticism. 
He had no objection that the hon. mem. 
ber should be employed. He understood 
to-day that the hon. member had ceased 
tobe employed. He (Mr. Blake) was glad 
of it, for it now left the House clear of this 
case, and for his own part, he could say 
sincerely, that he desired if the hon. mem. 
ber wished to be employed in the public 
Service, that he should receive such share 
of the patronage of the Honseas he was fit 
to earn—always on condition that the hon. 
member ceased to hold a seat in this 
House while so employed. Long might 
his gallant bosom swell, long might his 
Waistcoat pocket fill with the streams 
from the treasury benches, but not while 
he represented the people here (laughter), 
He (Mr. Blake) submitted his motion on 
which he proposed to found a Bill to carry 
out the great reform which was so much 
needed. 
_ Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
ought to be fresh in the memory of every 
hon. member in the House, the circum- 
stances under which the present Bill was 
passed. The old Parliament of Canada 
nad had ample experience of 
the Independence of Parliament 
Act to which the hon. member for 
West Durham had alluded. It had been 
mended from time to time till it had 
eached a state of perfection which com. 
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mended it to the inhabitants of the late 
Province of Canada. He thought that Act 
worked well. On several occasions the 
members of the successive Governments 
which held office before the Confederation, 
had often felt it too stringent when the 
services of the hon. members were required 
for special purposes for which they were 
fitted. It had only been adopted after 
along discussion, and it was afterwards 
deemed expedient to strike out the 
word ‘temporary,’’ in order that the 
Government should not be deprived of the 
advantage which might be derived from 
employing hon. members in such cases, 
If his memory served him right, there was 
no division on that amendment in this 
House. Its necessity was felt by all. 
Quite recently, under Mr. Gladstone’s 
Government, Sir Stafford Northcote, had 
been asked to act as Commissioner at 
Washington, and the Parliament were not 
opposed to it. It was not considered by 
any member that such a proceeding was 
like bribery, which might be calculated to 
degrade a member of the House. 
There was a circumstance which came 
to his (Sir George’s) knowledge when 
he was in England in 1858. The Govern. 
ment called on Mr. Gladstone, who was 
in the Opposition, to investigate matters 
which took place at the Icnian Islands. 

He would tell the hon. member for West 
Durham, and the House, that when the 
Independence Act was passed in this 
House in 1868, there was no intention on 
the part of this Government to obtain 
any privilege which had not been already 
enjoyed by the English Government. We 
had the same privilege given by Varlia- 

ment. Government is not to be deprived 

of the temporary services of hon. members 
of the House who may be peculiarly fitted 

for certain services under the law of the 

land, and he wanted the country to un- 

derstand that he had not acted in regard 

to these appointments in the way the mo. 
tion of the hon. member for West Durham 

seemed, to point out. He would tell that - 
hon. member, that the Government had 
considered the question, and that they 
were going to bring down a measure with 

regard to the Act passed in 1868, in re- 

ference to the independence of Parliament, 

to amend it in such a way as to bring it in 

as it was formerly under the legislative 

system in the late Province of Canada. 

[Hear hear.] He hoped his hon. friend 

would not press his motion, if he did so, 

he (Sir George) wouldintreduce an amend- 

ment that would carry out his views on 

the matter. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said there had been a 
division in the House, and there had been 
two or three divisions since then on mo- 
tions made by himself on this very matter. 
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In these motions he had not mentioned 
the name of the hon. member for St. John, 
because he did not wish to make them in 
any way personal, or to pain any member 
of this House. A motion, however, to the 
same effect as the one before them was 
defeated, and it would be remembered 
that last session, the opposition failed by 
only eight yotes to carry a resolution which 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) had proposed, so that 
the hon. gentleman could not say that he 
ever had the slightest countenance OF 
support in those transgressions of a good 
public law, from the Opposition side ofithe 
House. They had taken a consistent 
course on this matter throughout, and now, 
he was glad to see that the hon. gentle- 
man was compelled by the gross immor- 
rality of the Act and by the force of pub- 
lic opinion to put an end toa system 
which had proved to be a scandal and 
disgrace to this Legislature. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. SAVARY said he was ‘about to 
move that all the words in the resolution 
after ‘employment, ’’ be struck out. He 
could not see, whatever feeling the hon. 
member for Durham might have in the 
matter, now that the term of employment 
of the honourable member for St. John had 
ceased, why that gentleman should be re- 
ferred to in particular, or why an ungra- 
cious allusion to any honourable member 
in this House, should be allowed to go on 
the journais in such a manner. He thought 
the views of the honourable member for 
Durham would be met, and the resolu- 
tion would have a wider and more effect- 
ual scope if amended as he (Mr. Savary) 
proposed. He was not opposed to the 
principle which the honourable member 
desired to lay down, where the employ- 
ment of any honourable gentleman was 
similar to that alluded to. He could not 
see why the House should limit the reso- 
lution to one case. He should prefer to 
apply it to all cases. He therefore, 
moved that all the words in the original 
resolution after the word ‘‘employment ” 
be struck out. 


Mr. BOWELL said the motion now in 
hand was a correct one, and he was glad 
to hear the Minister of Militia say it was 


intended to alter the Independence of | 


Parliament Act so as to exclude this class 
ef employees. If themember for West 
Durham withdrew his motion, he had no 
objection to withdraw his amendment. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER after 
examining the votes and proceedings for 
1868, said the amendment proposed by 
the Opposition had escaped his memory. 
The amendment had not encountered 
stern opposition from the Government 
owing to the temper in which it was pro- 
posed, and the tone of the debate. He 
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was sorry the member for West Durham 
had not agreed to withdraw his motion 
after the Government promised to amend 
the Act. They kept their word. He might 
take credit tor forestalling the Government, 
but they had considered the matter be- 
fore. He would move in amendment that 
all the words after ‘‘that’’ in the amend- 
ment be expunged, so as to make the mo- 
tion read thus: ‘hat the House would 
give the best consideration to any measure 
that might be introduced, having for its 
object the further securing of the Inde- 
pendence of Parliament.” 


Mr. MILLS said the main motion was 
important. The reasons existing for the 
exclusion of the parties mentioned in the 
Act of 1868, were as_ strong against the 
employment of parties not thereby ex- 
cluded as in the English Act secur- 
ing the Independence of Parlia- 
ment, what was necessary there, would not 
suffice for the same object in Canada. 
The members in this country, were of 
different circumstances from those in 
the English members, who were @ fluto- 
cracy. Our position being different from 
that of the English people, in this respect, 
demands different safeguards. Our Gov- 
ernments should not be able to employ 
members of Parliament. It was no longer, 
possible to influence English as it was 
Canadian members. What has happened 
within the last two years to give the Go- 
vernment infcrmation it did not before 
possess ? Was there. any Commission or 
event apart from the Intercolonial Com- 
mission, or the arbitration within this 
period to instance, in support of anew 
policy apart from those mentioned in the 
motion. The Government’s course was 
not unselfish. They had lost influence, 
and having a prospect of some Leing 
kicked out of office, did not like their 
successors to possess the advantages in 
the way of patronage possessed by them- 
selves (hear, hear and laughter). He 
argued there was no good reason against 
the motion. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON contended the 


Act did not apply to the member for St: 
John, and that the Government had power 
to appoint him on the Commission. If his | 
case had come within the Act, a motion — 
might have been proposed to make him 
vacate his seat. He did not clearly 
understand the object of the motion. If 


it was intended to change the whole 
character of the Act, and restore it 
to its oid condition, that was one 


thing, or if it was intended merely to em~ 
brace a particular case, that was another. 
Neither did the Minister of Militia clearly 
explain what course the Government in- 
tended. No doubt alarge sum had bee 
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disbursed under the arrangements aimed 
at by the resolution. Yet, in England 
larger sums still had been paid by Govern- 
ments to Commissioners like the member 
for St. John, and even to gentlemen 
selected out of opposite parties. Dr. 
Bowring received for a period of service 
not longer than that of this hon. gentleman, 
upwards of eleven thousand pounds 
sterling. Franklin Lewis and Mr. Black- 
burn, when chairmen oflike Commissions, 
received large sums, and Mr. Cobden was 
paid a good deal of money for his labours 
in connection with the French treaty. At 
this moment there were more than forty 
members of the English House of Com- 
mons receiving emoluments for services. 
When Mr. Gladstone went to the Ionian 
Islands his expenses reached within a 
fraction ot £2,000. Sir Stafford Northcote 
had been appointed a member of the Joint 
High Commission by the Government of 
the party opposed to his own. It might 
be said these appointments in Canada 
were daring attempts to corrupt mem- 
bers; but they had the usage of the Im- 
perial Parliament for a course adopted 
by the Liberals as well as the Conserva- 
tives. It the Act here was to be changed, 
Parliament ought to be informed in what 
way, and whether it would affect parties 
receiving monthly salaries, so far as the 
hon. member particularly af- 
fected by this motion was concerned. 
‘The item paid him came down and received 
the sanction of Parliament, and that hav- 
ing been done, if a change had been made 
at all, it must have been made without the 
slightest reference to him. We had now 
from the Minister of Militia a promise that 
the Act was to be amended, but how it 
was to be amended we were not told. 


It being now six o'clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) always under- 
stood that the intention of the law was to 
prevent sitting members from accepting 
salaries for services. It was argued that 
the law applied only to parties receiving 
yearly salaries. He believed, however, 
the Act ought to be amended so as to pre- 
vent the acceptance of salaries or payments 
by members for services rendered. But as 
the law stood, he thought the Government 
had acted regularly. As the Government 
promised to amend the statute, he would 
vote against the amendment of the mem- 
ber for West Durham. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said it was quite true 
that members of Parliament, in 
England, were often selected for 
service on Commissions, and paid for their 
dabours, and that Ministérs frequently 
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chose political opponents without its being 
considered that their subsequent votes 
were thereby likely to be influenced. It 
would appear, however, from the position 
of parties in this country, that such may 
not be the case; and if it were true that 
it was necessary to the independence of 
Parliament, that persons Who had a 
yearly salary by. virtue of a Commission 
trom the Crown, were incapacitated, from 
the supposition that they might be under 
the influence of the Government of the 
day—if it were necessary to have such a 
provision to protect the independence of 
the members of the House—a fortiori—it 
must be necessary to protect that of mem- 
bers employed casually and paid from dayto 
day or month to menth. There were two oc- 
casions on which he had sided in support 
of the view, that it was contrary to the 
spirit of the Independence Act that per- 
sons should occupy that position. He 
voted, however, against the proposition of 
the member for West Durham, which went 
far beyond the substance of the proposi: 
tion contained in the present main motion. 
He had included in his former motion 
many persons not holding office under the 
Crown in Canada, but holding office under 
the Crown in any portion of Her Majesty’s 
Dominions. Certainly, persons in the dif. 
ferent Provinces, like himself, holding 
office under the Local Gcvernment were 
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included in the motion. He 
could not vote for the present 
motion. He thought he detected as its 


motive a spirit of malevolence, not credi- 
table to any hon, gentleman whether in or 
out of this House. (Cheers and counter 
cheers.) He saw no difficulty inthe mover 
attaining his end in a way different from 
the present, without attempting to fix upon 
the journals an imputation of infamy in 
connection with an honourable gentleman. 
Far better to have introduced a motion 
affirming an abstract principle of universal 
application, such as, thatit was inadvisable 
a sitting member should be appointed to 
a position of emolument by the Govern- 
ment of the day. He would vote against 
the motion and for the amendment of Sir 
Geo. Cartier. The other amendment was 
faulty with reference to monthly payments 
and employments. The principle desira- 
ble, should prevent the Government from 
employing any one in any service in which 
he got pay. (Cheers.) 

Mr. BLAKE, after replying to some 
personal allusions in the speech 
of Mr. Wood, noticed that it would 
have been better to have proposed 
an abstract principle without the 
illustration. He said he would have 
been delighted if he thought he could 
have carried it without the illustration. 
(Cheers.) His opinion was, and -he 


159 Independence of 
thought this night had proved it, that 
the best way of carrying an_ abstract 
principle, was to impress on the House the 
importance of it, by embodying in the re- 
solution the illustration of its importance, 
(cheers). If his motion had been framed 
in any different way, he would not have 
been met by the proposition of the Gov- 
ernment, to concede the sense of his mo- 
tion, against which they had voted three 
sessions, (hear, hear). He was-not dis- 
posed, holding he had put on the journals 
an admirable resolution, which could not 
be amended either in matter or manner, 
to prevent the House from pronouncing 
on the pripciple of it as itstood, im favour 
of the milk and water amendment of Sir 
Geo. E. Cartier. It did not commit the 


House or Goyernment to the passage of | authorities, with regard to disallowance or 


any measure, but merely promised to con- 
sider any measure brought down. He de- 


clined altogether to exchange his straight- | 
forward, plain resolution, affirming an in- } 


disputable principle, for the amendment 
of the Hon. Minister of Militia, which 
meant nothing at all. He would ask that 
the votes of the House be recorded, 
(cheers). 


Adivision on the amendment of Hon. 
Sir Geo. E. Cartier. 


_Yxnas — Archambeault, Ault, Barthe, 
Beaty. Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Blanchet, Bown, Brousseau, Burpee, 
Cameron, (Inverness) Cameron (Peel), Car- 
michael, Caron, Cartier Sir Geo. E., Caley, 
Chauyeau, Chipman, Coffin, Collbey, Costi- 
gan, Dobie, Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, 
Grant, Grover, Harrison, Hincks Sir Francis, 
Holmes, Howe, Hurdon, Iryine, Jackson, 
Keeler, Killam, lLacerte, Langevin, 
Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDonald (Anti- 
gonish) McDonald (Middlesex), Masson, 
(Soulanges,) Masson, (Terrebomne,) Mc- 
Millan, Morris, Morrison, (Niagara,) Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Champlain,) Ross (Dundas) Ross 
(Victoria, N. 8.) Ryan, (Montreal East), 
Savary, Shanly, Simard, Smith, Stephen- 
son, Street, Sylvain, Simpson, Tilley, 
fourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, 
Willson, Wood, Workman, Wright, (Otta- 
wa County),—83. 


Nars—Béchard, Blake, Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowman, Cameron, (Huron), Cartwright, 
Cheval, Cimon, Connell, Coupal, Crawtord, 
(Brockville), Delorme, Dorion, Dufresne, 
Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Galt, Sir A. T., 
Geoffrion,Godin, Hagar, Holton, Joly, Jones, 
(Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, McDonald, 
(Glengarry), McFarlane, McKenzie, Magill, 
McCallum, McConkey, McDougall, (Lanark, ) 
McMonies, Mills, Moffatt, Morrison, (Vic- 
toria), Munroe, Perry, Pickard, Pinson- 
neault, Pouliot, Pozer, Redford, Ross, 
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(Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Scriver, Snider, Stirton, Thompson, (Haldi- 
mand), Thompson, (Ontario), T remblay, 
Wells, White, Whitehead, Wright, (York, 
Ont.), Young.—d8. 


Parliament. 


MOTIONS. 


Mr. BLAKE moved an address to His 
Excellency for copies of correspondence 
betweenthe Imperial and Canadian Gov- 
ernments, and between the Governments 
of Canada and any of the Provinees, touch- 
ing any Acts of the Legislature of Canada. 
or of any of the Provincial Legislatures. 
He explained that the object was to as- 
certain which of the Acts of any of the 
Legislatures had become the subject of 
comment on the part of the Imperial 


amendment. 

‘he motion was carried. 

Mr. MACKENZIE then moved an address 
for copies of correspondence of the Cana- 
dian with the Imperial Government con- 
cerning the claims of Canada against the 
United States, arising from the Fenian 


raids, together with copies of all Orders in 


Council and documents relating to the 
The House had been informed a 
few days ago, that there was such corres- 
pondence, that a certain account had been 
sent to the Imperial Government, and he 
moved forthe papers so that the House 
might see the exact position of the 
matter. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 


that he thought when the hon. gentleman 


considered the delicacy of the matter, the 
fact that the correspondence was not en- 


 tirely closed, he would see the impropriety 


of his motion, and on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment he must state that they did not 
feel justified in bringing down the papers 
asked for, as they did not think it would 
be conducive to the public interests. 


Mr. MACKENZIE very much regretted 
that the Minister of Militia had taken 
the grounds he had taken, as the House 
had been distinctly led to believe that at 
least a portion of the correspondence 
would be brought down. 

me Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly 
not. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentleman 
ought not to be;too positive in contradict- 
ing statements. He had certainly under- 
stood that some of the papers would be 
brought down, and when it had been said 
that the statement in question had been 
made and sent in, he had given notice that 
he should ask for the papers, and now 


when he made the motion he was told by © 


the Minister of Militia that it would not be 
conducive to the public interests that the 
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statement should-be brought down. Of 
course, as the Ministry had assumed the 
responsibility of making that statement 
he should not divide the House, but he 
must protest against every request being 
met with such an answer. Part of the 
proceedings had already: been published, 
and if they waited a few days they might 
find the remainder in an Imperial Blue 
Book. Surely it was a matter of con- 
sequence that the people should know 
what the claims of Canada were, and the 
way in which the Government had urged 
them. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said he was very 
muchastonished at the notion of the mem- 
ber for Lambton, and he would venture to 
say that the hon. gentleman could not 
point out a single instance in Imperial 
practice where papers relating to negotia- 
tions with foreign Governments had been 
laid before the House, and it must be seen 
that nothing could possibly be more in- 
Jurious than such a proeeeding in the 
present instance. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that on the con- 
trary, he would show the honourable 
gentleman on the morrow numerous, in- 
stances in Imperial practice of papers in 
such cases being broughtdown. Hemight 
mention, that in the case of the present 
High Commission, the English Government 
had even furnished the newspapers, be- 
forehand, with the basis on which the Com- 
mission was to proceed, and he was cer- 
tainly amused to hear the hon. gentleman 
make such an extraordinary statement. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) was 
equally surprised to hear such a statement 
_ from the member for Lambton, and he 
had good reasons for entertaining that 
surprise. He thought he understood 
something of constitutional practice in 
England, and could fully corroborate the 
statement of the Hon. the Finance 
Minister, and wherever it had been stated 
that the production of any papers would 
be detrimental to the public interest, 
such production was neyer urged. 


. Mr. BLAKE said Lord Kimberley had 
required the Canadian Government to send 
a statement of the claims of Canada in 
respect of the Fenian raids for transmis- 
sion to the American Government, and 
couched in such terms as would render it 
fit for transmission to that Government. 
The Canadian Government had transmitted 
that statement, when, he did not know, but 

_ they were told that it had been transmitted. 
It had been framea expressly for the pur- 
pose of being communicated to the United 
States, following on that the Commission 
had been arranged, and was about to sit, 
and as there could be nothing in the 
Statement unfit for the American Govern- 
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ment, as it had been framed expressly for 
them, surely there could be nothing in it 
unfit to be submitted to the people 
of Canada. And yet they were 
to be left in entire ignorance of the way in 
which their claims had been set forth and 
urged, as such a proceeding ‘would be in- 
ublic interests.’ There was 
nothing confidential about the paper, no. 
thing secret, nothing private. It was 
intended to be presented by the Imperial 
Government to that of the United States, 
and he certainly thought the hon. gentle- 
men could not refuse to produce it on the 
ground of expediency in the public inter- 
ests. Such a reasen might apply were the 
whole of the papers asked for, but if the 
hon. gentlemen persevered in refusing the 
particular document asked for, he thought. 
they were bound to give some special ex- 
planation of their reasons for so doing. 


Hon, J. HILLYARD CAMERON thought 
that the hon. gentleman who had just 
spoken had answered his own argument. 
He had admitted the general principle that 
Ministers were justified in refusing papers, 
the production of which they considered 
would be detrimental to the public inter- 
ests, and he had stated no reasons why 
that principle should be departed from in 
the present instance. It was not simply 
one particuiar document that was asked 
for, but the whole of the correspondence, 
and after the Minister of Militia had stated 
that their production “would be injurious 
to the public interest,’ by what possible 
right could the House urge the matter 
further, They on that side of the House, 
took the statements of the Government, 
and believed them, and when the Govern- 
ment declared that the production of the 
papers would, in their judgment, be pre- 
judicial to the interests of the country, 
he thought the House was bound to 
believe and accept the statement. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL quite agreed 
with the hon. gentleman who had 
just spoken, that as a general rule the 
Ministers should judge as to the propriety 
of submitting correspondence, but he 
thought it was nardly fair to ask the 
House on every occasion to submit toa 
simple statement as to ‘ public interests” 
without a word of explanation. It was 
notorious that claims did exist, there was 
no secret as far as that was concerned, and 
he thought there could be no 
reason for withholding _ particulars 
of the account which had been preferred, 
and the mode in which it had been urged. 
The statement might have been a very 
inadequate one. If he remembered aright 
the Premier had told them that the mat- 
ter of these claims was not among those to 
be submitted to the High Commission. If 


162 


- 


163 


however, the Government could teli 
the House that these claims would be 
considered by the Commission, then 
he could understand the propriety of 
withholding the papers, but under the 
present circumstances of the case, the 
members of that House, as representatives 
of the people, had a right to express their 
opinion as to the manner 1n which the 
claims of the people had been put forward. 
There might be sowe papers which 
it would be inexpedient to submit, and 
those might be withheld, but they certain- 
ly ought to have the statement, and 
though admitting the propriety of sub- 
mitting to the decision of Ministers in such 
matters, as a general rule he was not one 
to submit to a simple statement repeated 
on every occasion without comment or ex- 
planation. 


Mr. CONNELL thought that many ad- 
ditions might have to be made in the 
claim, and then the particular paper in 
question should be submitted. 

Hon. £.B. WOODsaid he could concur 
in many reasons why it might be injudici- 
ous to bring the matter before the House, 
although it might not be that the subject 
of compensation for the Fenian raids would 
be brought before the High Commission, 
yet it might be very inadvisable te make 
public statements which might tend to 
influence the minds of the people of the 
United States, and so very much embarrass 
the action of the Commission, and he was 
certainly astonished that men of the great 
experience of the members for Lanark, 
West Durham, and Lambton, should so 
earnestly press the Government to produce 
papers which they must see it would be 
most unadvisable to bring down, at the 
present time, under any and all circum. 
stances. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that not being 
gifted with the unusual reasoning powers, 
and good judgment of the member 
who had just spoken (hon. Mr. Wood-- 
that’s a fact, laughter,) they ought to have 
some forbearance for him, but 1f the hon. 
gentleman was to be their political school- 
master he feared the House would not 
improve in manners, judgment, or good 
sense. He did not intend to divide 
the House on his motion, but he felt 
bound to protest against the course taken 
by the Government. As to what the 
last speaker had said about inflaming the 
minds of the people of the United States, 
that was beneath contempt. It was well 
known that the American Government 
had published full minutiz of the ‘ Ala- 
bama”’ claims, and who had ever thought 
of its having any effect on the Canadian 
mind, The claims on account of the Fenian 
Raids would have to be adjudicated upon, 
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and why should Canadians be afraid of 
letting the United States know what their 
claims were. He would, however, defer 
to the-judgment of the honourable gentle- 
men opposite and withdraw his motion. 

Motion accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. MAGILL said you are all aware that 
during the past season the people of this 
country had been called upon to restore 
law and order in the North West. Too much 
praise could not be awarded them for the 
readiness with which they had undertaken 
this duty. Willingly they had come for- 


ward to offer their lives a sacrifice on the. 


altar of their country, (hear, hear). It 
was well known that the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists formed one of the most numerous 
and respectable church bodies in this 
country, and great discontent and dissatis- 
faction arose when it was reported that 
that body had not been treated with due 
respect by the Government. He hoped 
there were no Jonahs in the camp. He 
thought this was a proper time to 
bring this subject before the House, that 
a prompt opportunity might be afforded 
the Hon. Minister of Militia to set the 
matter at rest. We had no church and state 
in this country, and the very fact that this 
great advantage had been obtained by us, 
by hard fought battles, made us jealous of 
our rights. There was no such thing as 
any one class being put over the other, 
all were pleased with an equality. When 
the expedition was sent to the Red River 
last summer, some of the members of the 
Wesleyan body joined the expedition. It 
was proposed that one of the missionaries 
of the Wesleyan body should be sent with 
the forces as a Chaplain. A communica- 
tion was sent to the Hon. Minister of Mili- 
tia asking to be allowed that privilege. 
The Rev. Mr. Punshon was the gentle- 
man who, on behalf of the body, made the 
application. A gentleman well known as 
an eminent Divine, not only in this Domi- 
nion but in the British Empire. The 
answer of the Honourable  Minis- 
ter of Militia to that reverend gen- 
tleman, was said to be very uncourteous 
—this he could not from his knowledge of 
that hon. gentleman believe. The matter 


had however obtained so much notoriety as — 


to be brought before the conference at 
Toronto. He did not stand up here as a 
vindicator 
would do the same for any other denomi- 
nation. He would move an address to 


His Excellency, asking for a correspon- — 


dence between Dominion Government and 
Rev. W. M. Punshon and others, in refer- 


ence to appointment of Chaplain to 


ae Military Expedition to Manito- 
dA. 


Hon. Sir GEO E. CARTIER said he was — 


delighted that the hon. gentleman had 


of the Methodist body, he — 


ee 
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brought his moticn before the House. 
Unfortunately, a member of the Govern- 


Chaplains to 


-ment—a Minister of the Crown—was obliged 


to do his duty, and be silent often* when 
assailed even in the most unexpected 
place. He recollected about the 17th of 
June last, he (Sir Geo. E. Cartier) made an 
appointment to meet the Hon. Sir A. T. 
Galt in Montreal, who then apprised him 
that the Methodist conference was sitting 
in Toronto ; and that some extraordinary 
statement had been made about the 
appointment of a Chaplain to the Red 
River Expedition. He was not able to 
find out what amount of trouble tkere 
was with regard to the Chaplain for that 
force from his friend, Hon. Sir A. T. 
Galt (who was always a friend of his.) 
The news was merely telegraphic and 
came from Toronto to Montreal. It was 
to the effect that a statement had been 
made in Toronto by a rev. gentleman that 
Sir. Geo. E. Cartier had appropriated 
1,000,000 acres for the priests and clergy 
of Manitoba, that he would not listen to 
a petition sent on behalf of the Methodist 
clergy, for the appointment of a Methodist 
chaplain to accompany the volunteers from 
Ontario, and, besides, he had sent twelve 
priests to accompany the expedition, 
while the poor Methodist clergyman could 
not obtain leave to go. 


Mr. MILLS—Who said that? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he 
would explain all that. He felt more sur- 
prised than any one could imagine when 
he learned these things, that such a large 
appropriation had been made, that he 
had sent an army of priests to accompany 
the expedition, and had refused permission 
for a Methodist clergyman to go with them, 
and, above all, that a Methodist deputation 
had been discourteously received. He 
could do nothing more than telegraph to 
a colleague of his, who happened to be 
in Toronto at the time, to ask if it was 
really so, and requesting him to send a 
true explanation of the affair, He (Sir 
George) might say he felt uneasy about 
these false statements which had been 
made against him. He felt uneasy that 
the people of Lower Canada and the 
Roman Catholic clergy, who were renown- 
ed for their liberality, should imagine that 
he had inflicted an injustice on a body of 
Protestants (hear, hear). He felt uneasy, 


too, lest the Protestants of Canada should 


fancy that he had abused his position asa 


‘Minister of the Crown to serve the inter- 


estsofa particular party or creed. Asa 
Minister of the Crown, he knew neither 


_ Protestant nor Catholic, Upper Canada or 


Lower Canada. 


deal impartially towards all. He might 


add, too, that there was no Protestant | 


? 


Je 
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denomination amon gst whom he 
had = so many personal friends 


as the Methodists, in Montreal especially. 
Those who knew him would not believe 
that he could be guilty of dealing unjustly 
with so respectable a denomination. He 
was not in a position at the time to justify 
himself, and he was decried right and 
left. On his way to Ottawa he fell in with 
acopy of the Globe, in which he sawa 
(little article dedicated to him on the sub 
ject. It referred to a letter from Rev. W. 
Punshon. Until then he had no idea to 
what anextent he (Sir George) had been 
slandered in Toronto. The Globe stated 
that no insult had been offered in the cor- 
respondence, to Rev. W. Punshon. He 
(Sir George) then read the letter of the 
rey. gentleman himself, and he should 
have been pleased to have mace the per- 
sonal acquaintance of one whose letter 
showed him to be, not only a good Chris- 
tian, but a true gentleman. In that com- 
munication, the Rev. W. Punshon had 
replied to some previous remark of ‘he 
Globe, that the complaint against the Hon. 
Minister of Militia was not as stated. He 
continued, ‘Our grievance against him 1s 
this: We sent in our application and re. 
ceived a letter of acknowledgment. Our 
complaint is, that, after we had received 
that letter, we never received another com- 
munication to tell us if our petition had 
been considered by the Government ’”’? He 
Sir George) did not often keep the Globe, 
but he kept that copy, and determined to 
himself that when the discussion should be 
out of the newspapers, he would take it 
on himself to write to the Rev. W. Pun- 
shon privately, explaining the circum- 
stances of the appointment of the Chaplain, 
and the reason why the correspondence 
which he expected had not been sent to 
him. That correspondence was, of course, 
private, and he was not at liberty to say 
what it contained, but he would take this 
opportunity to explain to the House the 
circumstances attending the appointment 
of the two Chaplains to the Volunteer 
Force. By an Order in Council, passed 
several weeks before the departure of the 
troops, the number of non-combatant 
officers to accompany the two battalions 
was determined. This was gazetted. 
There were several applications from revd. 
gentlemen, both by letter and personally 
for the position of chaplains of the Battat- 
ions. ‘The two gentlemen selected were 
Rev. Mr. Patterson and Father Ouillet. 
Vheir appointments were gazetted and 
anyone who wished to know who had ob- 
tained the positions could have’ seenit in 
the Canada Gazette. Subsequent to this he 
read a resolution which was passed at a 
Methodist conference in Toronto, and re- 
ported by the Globe and Telegraph of that 
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city. which were very hostile to him, he 
knew notwhy. He was, asit were a scape 
goat, and they represented him as black as 
they possibly could. He saw in the report 
of the Conference that a resolution had 
been actually drafted by a rev. gentleman, 
endorsing the most unwarrantable state- 
ments against him (Sir George). In that 
resolution it was said that he had appro- 
priated 1,400,000 acres to support the 
priests at Red River. Hedid not remem- 
ber whether this statement had been 
made inthe resolution itself or in the 
speech of the rev. mover, but at all events 
he (Sir George) had been slandered right 
and left. He stated in his letter to Rev. W. 
Punshon that he repudiated these charges 
entirely, and he hoped an opportunity 
would be afforded him to refute them in 
Parliament. This was a delicate matter, 
but if hon. members opposite wished 
to appoint a committee and investigate it 
thoroughly he would be glad of it. He 
would like too, that certain gentlemen who 
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had made such. statements should 
he brought before that com- 
mittee, and state on what authority 


they preferred such charges. He was well 
known to a large number of the Metho- 
dist, and he was satisfied that they knew 
too well his libecality, fairness, and 
honesty, to think that he could be 
guilty of anything derogatory either to 
them or any other Protestant demomina- 
tion. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he understood 
rather differently. During the discussion 
on the resolution, he had the pleasure to 
be present at the Methodist Conference, 
and he understood by the remarks of the 


Rev. Dr. Ryerson, that in mov- 
ing _ this resolution they only 
wished to express their disapproval 


of the mode of appointing the chaplains. 
They had asked permission to send a 
chaplain of their own faith to accompany 
the expedition, only requesting the Govern- 
ment to furnish conveyance for him and 
his baggage, and the indignation was dir- 
ected against the refusal of the hon. Min- 
ister of Militia to allow them to send a 
chaplain at their own cost. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said if any- 
one ought to be conversant with military 
«ffairs it was the gallant Major Mackenzie, 
the hon. member for Lambton. [Laugh- 
ter. ] The Canadian battalions once 
organized and officered, were placed under 
the command of General Lindsay, 
the Commander of the expedition, and 
the Government had nothing further to 
do with them, and could not grant the 
request. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said, like the 
hon. member for Lambton, he had heard a 
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discussion very interesting to him was 
about to take place at the Methodist Con- 
ference, an assembly of 500, among the 
most respectable men in the country. 
He was present in the gallery during that 
discussion,and he could not say there were 
such statements made as had been assert- 
ed in the House to-night. He had listen- 
ed very attentively to the very able speech 
of Dr. Ryerson on that occasion. He 
had heard the remarks respecting the Hon. 
Minister of Militia, and he did not hear 
such statements made asthe hon. gentle- 
man complained of. He had heard noth- 
ing said that was not perfectly justifiable 
in view of the events which had since 
then transpired in connection with Mani- 


toba. Then, with regard to the 
appointment of the chaplains, the 
hon. Minister of Militia had 


sheltered himself under the order in 
Council, but who determined that only 
two chaplains should be sent? Who de- 
termined that there should be but two 
chaplains, one from the church of Rome, 
and the other from the church of England? 
The objection made was, that sucha de- 
cision had been arrived at. The objection 
was, that they were not prepared to assert 
that this large and influential body having 
ministers of their own residing in that 
country, having a large number professing 
their own religion among the volunteers, 
should not be allowed to send a chaplain 
with the expedition to minister to their 
spiritual wants. It was against the dis- 
courtesy of the reply merely, refusing to 
permit them tosend achaplain at their 
own expense. He must do justice to the 
Rev. Doctor Ryerson ; it is true that gen- 
tleman was not named, but there was no 
doubt that he was the rev. gentleman refer- 
red to by,the Hon. Minister of Militia. Dr. 
Ryerson was too well acquainted with 
public life not to know, that such grave 
statements should only be made‘on suffi- 
cient grounds. It had been reported that 
he said twelve Roman Catholic priests 
had been sent with the expedition. He 
(Dr. Ryerson) made no such statement. 
What he did say, was, that twelve Roman 


| Catholic chaplains had been attached to 


the Volunteer force of the country. 


Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER—That’s 
not the case ! 


Hon, Mr. MACDOUGALL—It might be 
true or not, but that was the statement 
made by the rev. gentleman. Then the 
Hon. Minister of Militia had said a great 
deal about the statement that one million 
four hundred thousand acres of land had 
been appropriated for the benefit of the 
Roman Catholic Clergy in Manitoba. He 
did not believe that any such statement 
was made, (here the hon. gentleman 
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referred to a fyle of the Globe, from which 
he read the resolutions referred to). ‘The 
statement in these resolutions was that 
the Hon. Minister of Militia had set apart 
1,400,000 acres of land, chiefly for the 
priests and his co-religionists, and this 
statement could be borne out by facts 
(cries of oh! oh! from Sir George and 
the French members), and all the facts 
developed in that country since 
the resolutions were moved in 
the Conference, confirmed the correctness 
of the statement. Was it not true that 
the reserves which the Manitoba Bill di- 
rected should be made under this Gov- 
ernment in that Province, were under the 
control of the priesthood, and that it was 
chiefly for the benefit and support of the 
hon. member’s co-religionists ? It was a fact, 
and could not be disputed. (Sir George, 
No! No!) The hon. gentleman said no, 
no, but were not his co-religionists in the 
majority there. They had the control of 
the Government, the Bishop of St. Boni- 
tace was the actual ruler of that Govern- 
ment, and his influence was supreme. 
[Cries of Oh! and No! no! from 
various member’s.] Those associated with 
him, and who were under his direction, 
were the people who ruled. He knew by 
letters recently received from that coun- 
try written by officers of the Volunteer 
Force, and by private members of that 
force, that it was so. It was clear that the 
influence of the Bishop was predominant 
—that nothing could be done with the 
Government without his assent ; that no 
man could get employment irom the 
Government unless he first went to the 
Bishop of St. Boniface, and got him to 
use his influence in his favour. 
said as a fact on the best authority. The 
Hon. Minister of Militia might laugh and 
attempt to deny it, but. (excitedly) he 
(Mr. McDougall) knew better what he 
heard stated by a member of this House! 
What he had heard by letters from’ Mani- 
toba! What he saw in the papers every 
day corroborated the statements made in 
the resolution. ‘lhe hon. gentleman had 
charged that it was a misrepresentation of 
facts, and that the Conference was not 
justified in coming to the conclusion it 
did, He admitted, if the influence of the 
Bishop was not predominant; if the clergy 
of his Church were not interfering in the 
control of public affairs in Manitoba, there 
might be some blame attached to the 
members of the Conference, but under 
the circumstances he contended that the 
Conference, in supporting Dr. Ryerson, in 
view of the events that have since occurred, 
were fully justified in stating that these 
reserves were made for the co-religionists 
of the Hon. Minister of Militia. All the 
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facts went to show that there was no | 
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ground for charging the Conference with 
misrepresentation of facts. The House 
had been told that the correspondence 
had been private. The hon. gertleman 
had chosen, though writing upon matters 
of public importance, to mark his commu- 
nieations ‘‘ Private,’’ and hence they were 
not to be submitted to the House. They 
could not tell what explanations had been 
made, or what inducement had been held 
out toRey. M. Punshon to repeal the re- 
solutions There wou!d be no doubt some 
curious revelations if those letters were 
furnished to the House, but they were 
told the communications were private, and 
they would be no wiser for the motion of 
his hon, friend to have the correspondence 
brought down. i 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER said he 
had not intended to enter into a discussion 
upon the proceedings of that .confer- 
ence, nor had he intended to men- 
tion the name of Dr. Ryerson. It was not 
he who had introduced that gentleman’s 
name into the discussion. He had written 
privately to Mr. Punshon in reply to the 
letter ot that rev. gentleman, because it 
was a communication trom a Christian and 
a gentleman, and he congratulated the 
Methodist denomination on having such a 
man amongst their number. What he 
(Sir George) complained of, was, that un- 
warrantable statements had been made in 
a resolution by one of the rev. gentlemen 
at the conference. He knew that if only 
Dr.Ryerson had heard what his hon. friend 
had said he would have at once made use 
‘‘Save me from my 
friends.” 


Mr. FERGUSON—The matter was one 
which had been discussed throughout the 
country, and he therefore desired to make 
a few remarks on it. He thought there 
was no doubt that Dr. Ryerson, however 
sincere, had led his people astray on this 
matter very considerably, and he was 
quite sure that if anything offensive had 
emanated from the Department of the 
Minister of Militia, it had been sent without 
his consent or knowledge. It had no 
doubt been considered that the expedition 
should be accompanied by two Chaplains, 
one Protestant and the other Roman 
Catholic, and he was quite sure that the 
Wesleyans were now satisfied that no 
offence had been intended. Very much 
had been said as to land being appropriat- 
ed for the benefit of the priests and co- 
religionists of the Minister of Militia, but 
nothing of the kind had been done. The 
priests and co-religionists of the Minister 
of Militia had been treated in no way 
differently from other classes of the people. 
He then read the clauses of the Manitoba 
Act respecting the land appropriation, 
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shewing that it was in no way for the 
Roman Catholics but for the half-breeds, 
and said he did not think there was now 
a single Methodist minister who did not 
believe that the priests had no control 
whatever over the lands of Manitoba. 
Every land grant had to be published in | 
the Canada Gazette, and therefore nothing 
could be done privately or in an under- 
hand way,—-and in fact he did not hesitate 
to say that no Government that gave one 
party preference overanother could stand 
for one moment. As to the predomin- 
ance of the Roman Catholics in Manitoba, 
he had it on the authority of Drs. Schultz 
and Lynch, that out ofevery ten, six were 
Protestant of one denomination or ano- 
ther, and out of the twenty-four members 
elected to the Local Legislature, thirteen 
were Protestant and eleven Catholic. He 
(Mr. Ferguson) felt satisfied that if his 
hon. friend from Hamilton agreed to the 
suggestion of the Hon. Minister of Militia 
for a Committee of Enquiry, it would meet 
the approval of the public, and justice 
would be accorded to (all parties, it placed 
this honourable House in a position to 
approve or condemn—the action of the 
Government in the premises as they de- 
served—and to this end he would suggest 
tothe Hon. Minister of Militia, the pro. 
priety of obtaining permission from the 
Rev. Dr. Punshon to produce the private 
letters which passed between himself and 
the reverend gentleman on this important 
subject. He was satisfied that if his 
friend agreed to the suggestion of the 
Hon. Minister of Militia for a Commission, 
and witnesses were brought before it, jus- 
tice could be done. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE would have much pre- 
ferred the hon. gentleman had waited till 
the papers were brought down, when all 
the matters connected with this subject 
could have been discussed. Already we 
had had two or three discussions on this 
subject in the absence of the papers. He 
and the Government had been denounced 
for their course in regard to the North 
West, and he himself, by a wretched rag of 
a paper in this city, as the murderer of 
Scott. He had long and patiently listened 
to sectional appeals and harangues, and 
had even been accused of conspiring with 
the Roman Catholics to oppress the Pro- 
testants. He had laboured for over thirty 
years in the cause of religious liberty, and 
had succeeded in removing disabilities 
from Methodists and other denominations 
in Nova Scotia. He had sat for two years 
at the Government Council table, and had 
never seen a minister, mean, prejudiced 
and foolish enough to propose the de. 
cision of any question upon the 
ground = of religious preferences. 
He proceeded to ridicule the idea of Ro- 


Mr. Ferguson, 
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man Catholic domination, in face of the 
fact that only three of the thirteen minis- 
ters were of that faith. Ten Protestants 
ruled or led by so small a minority! He 
was sorry that Dr. Ryerson had misun- 
derstood and condemned the conduct 
of the Government in relation to the ap- 
pointment of a chaplain to the Red River 
expedition. He defended the appointments 
made on the ground of adequacy and ap- 
propriateness. His Protestant colleagues 
had decided as to the Protestant chaplain, 
but all denominations could not be satis, 
fied in the matter. He believed and was 
certain allin the House were convinced 
that Sir Geo. E. Cartier was incapable’ of 
injustice towards, or of insulting any Chris- 
tian minister. The non-acknowledgment 
of the Methodist application was a result 
of the official system, out of which no of. 
fence to the denomination could reason- 
ably be construed. As to Manitoba, there 
was no doubt now. The élections were 
now taken, and they and other events had 
justified the course of the Government and 
What position 
would they have occupied to-day but for 
that Bill? ‘They would have been trying 
to maintain a little family compact there, 
after the fall of the family compacts in all 
the other Provinces. The land was not: 
given tothe priests, but to every man, 
woman and child in the Province, whether 
French or English. In protecting the 
rights of the original population, the 
widest, most liberal provision had been 
made for all the population, whether vol- 
unteers, natives, or old residents. Refer- 
ence had been made to Bishop Tache’s 
influence. Why should he not have it, a 
man who had lived and laboured and 
sacrificed so much for the improvement 
and elevation of the population of the 
plains. Let the member for Lanark (Mr. 
Macdougall) go up there asa missionary 
(laughter), and he would earn popularity 
too, perhaps. 


_Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—I would not 
like to follow the hon. gentleman’s exam- 
ple, (laughter.) 


Hon. Mr. HOWE--If he had he might have 
avoided many of the scrapes into which 
he has got. (Loud laughter.) He believed 
the House would approve the conduct of 
the Government, and that neither Pro- 
testantism nor the Dominion had anything 
to fear from the Manitoba bill. 


_Hon. Sir A. T. GALT expressed his convic- 
tion that the Minister of Militia was notopen 
to blame for the omission that had appear- 
ed in the matter of this chaplaincy. 
lhrough some mistake or accident the 
application had been overlooked ; he was 
satisfied not intentionally, knowing the 
importance and claims of this denomina- 
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tion he took an early opportunity of cal- 
ling the attention of the Minister of Militia 
to this default. Aware of the liberality 
and fairness of dealing towards those of a 
different faith, always displayed by the 
Minister of Militia, he was perfectly cer- 
tain the charge made against him must 
have arisen from some misapprehension. 
He (Sir A. T. Galt) was sure no slight was 
intended, and had desired an early oppor- 
tunity of dispelling the wrong impression 
created. 


Mr. GIBBS expressed his conviction as 
to the innocence of the Minister of Militia 
of all design to insult or overlook the Me- 
thodists in this chaplaincy affair. He was 
_ glad the present discussion arose, so as to 
relieve the minds of the public of all un- 
pleasant suspicions on this subject. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS 


liberality of disposition, and repugnance 
to anything like prejudice or ill-will to- 
wards any denomination. 

Mr. POPE deprecated the dragging in 
of questions of creeds, religions or sec- 
tions like the present. 
should drop such subjects (hear, hear). 
He paid a compliment to the character of 
the Minister of Militia. 

Mr. MACKENZIE justified the consid- 
eration of this religious question, which 
afforded a public functionary an oppor- 
tunity of justifying himself in regard to a 
charge preferred against him in the minis- 
terial convention of one of the largest and 
most influential denominations of the 
country, The Methodists did not com- 
plain of the Government not sending up a 
Chaplain, but of the refusal to allow them 
to despatch one at their own expense. 
‘They claimed to have the largest number 
of men in the battalion, and were entitled 
to the privilege solicited. He thought 
the request could have been obtained, had 
the Minister of Militia used his influence 
with the Commander in Chief. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said his an- 
swer to those remarks was just this,—the 
authority of the Canadian Government 
touching the battalion of Volunteers 
ceased the moment it was fully organized, 
since it passed under the authority of the 
General and Colonel Wolseley; and the 
military chiefs were not only opposed to 
the presence of two Chaplains, but to any 
Chaplains at all with the military (hear, 
hear, and laughter.) 


Mr. MAGILL said it was the duty of the 
House to take hold of every subject and 
legislate on it, and thought it was well it 
should go abroad to the country, that there 
was no insult offered to so large and in- 
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: HINCKS followed | 
in the same strain, coinciding with the} 
preceding speakers as to Sir Geo. Cartier’s } 


He thought they | 


session of 1868, a resolution was 
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fluential a body as the Wesleyan Methodists 
of the Dominion. 

Hon. Mr, HOLTON moved for Report 
of Engineer of Department of Public 
Works, on application to erect Railway 
Bridge across Lachine Canal on the line of 
Wellington street. He saia there was a 
considerable amount of feeling existing 
on the subject, and there had been a 
favourable report made by the Engineer 
on the work. He thought the productien 
of the report would tend to a considerable 
extent to allay the feelings existing with 
respect to it. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the report 
would be produced in a few days. 


‘The House then adjourned. 


Copyrights. 


THE SENATE. 
Tusspay, Feb. 28, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock. 


BRITISH COPYRIGHTS. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN asked permission to 
make the motion of which he had given 
notice some days previously, namely: For 
an Address to His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General, praying His Excellency 
will cause to be laid before this House 
copies of all correspondence relating to 
the question of ‘‘Copyright,”’ as well as to 
that of ‘Reprinting British Copyright 
Works in Canada,’’ which has taken place 
between the Imperial and Dominion Gov- 
ernments since the 17th February, 1870. 
1t would not be necessary to remind those 
hon. gentlemen who had long been mem- 
bers of the Senate of the history of the 
question in that House, but as many had 
only recently taken their seats he would, 
for their information, make a brief state- 
ment of the facts connected with it, which, 
he theught, would justify him in again 
calling attention to a subject which he 
looked upon as so important as to excuse 
him from any appearance of undue persist- 
ence in recurring to it and would satisfy 
hon. gentlemen that his motion was not 
inopportune at the present time. In the 
passed 
for an humble 
address to be _ presented to 
His Excellency praying “ that 
His Excellency would be pleased to call 
the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to the provisions of the Imperial 
Act, 9th and 10th Vice., chap. 99, by which 
power is given to Her Majesty to approve 
of any Act, passed by the Legislature of 
any British possession, admitting into such 
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possession foreign reprints of Rritish Copy- 
right works, provided that reasonable pro- 
tection to the authors, is, in Her Majesty's 
_opinion, thereby secured to them.’’ ‘The 
Act of 1849, there mentioned, was passed 
on account of representations from the late 
Province of Canada and admitted British 
Copyright works reprinted in the United 
States at a low rate of duty into Canada. 
At that time the printing industry of 
Canada was much less advanced than at 
present, and we were not able to compete 
with the American publishers. At the 
same time it was felt that the country re- 
quired cheap literature and that our people 
could not afford to pay the high price 
demanded for British works imported 
directly. Hence the concession asked by 
Canada was granted by the Imperial Par- 
liament and was considered a great boon, 
and reprints of British works were permitted 
to be imported on the payment of a low 
rate of duty which was put into a fund for 
the benefit of the British author. So the 
case stood when the resolution of 1868 
was introduced—the second part of that 
resolution went on to urge the neces- 
sity of ‘impressing upon Her Majesty’s 


Government the justice and expediency of 


extending the privileges granted by the 
above cited Act, so that whenever reason- 
able provision and ‘protection shall, in 
Her Majesty’s opinion, be secured to the 
authors, Colonial reprints of British Copy- 
right works shall be placed on the same 
footing as foreign reprints in Canada, by 
which means British authors will be more 
effectually protected in their rights, and a 
material benefit will be conferred on the 
printing industry of this Dominion.” 
Between 1849 and 1868 a great change 
had taken place with respect to our print- 
ing industry, which was by that time in a 
position to compete with the same branch 
of enterprise in the United States in the 
production of cheap literature. Our pro- 
gress in that particular industry forced 
upon us the anomaly of a foreign country 
being permitted to supply us with a class 
of literature which we could produce more 
cheaply ourselves, and with greater advan- 
tage to the British author whose works were 
sounjustifiably pirated in the United States. 
In this connection he could not refrain from 
directing the attention of honourable mem- 
bers to arecent publication—the Dominion 
Directory—which exhibited a vast amount 
of research and labour, and a liberal ex- 
penditure of capital in getting it up. 
That work was initselfan admirable illus- 
tration of the progress made by the print- 
ing industry of the Dominion up to the 
present time. To return to the foregoing 
resolutions of 1868, the Government of 
Canada at once acted upon them and’‘a 
large amount of correspondence took place 


Hon. Mr. Ryan. 
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between our own and the Imperial Gov- 
ernment on the subject. In the session of 
1869, a resolution passed the Senate for 
copies of the correspondence which arose 
out of these resolutions of 1868, and that 
correspondence was accordingly brought 
down by the Government. That corres- 
pondence continued to be carried on during 
the year 1869 and the early part of 
1870, and on the 16th March, 1870, 
anotner 
nate for copies of ‘‘all correspondence 
since the 30th March, 1869, between the 
Imperial and Dominion Governments as 
well as between the latter andany person or 
persons on the subject of legalizing, under 
certain conditions, the reprint of British 
Copyright works in the Dominion.” From 
the correspondence which was thus brought 
down by the Dominion Government, it 
appeared that the British Government 
promised in 1869 to remove a disability 
which operated unfairly on Colonial in 
terests, and to take steps during the next 
session of Parliament to amend the Im- 
perial law so that a Copyright taken out 
in Canada would secure to the author a 
Copyright throughout the British Empire. 
That would have beenapractical benefit, but 
unfortunately through neglect somewhere 


Copyrights. 


'no legislation to that effect took place. 


In other parts of the correspondence the 
views originally adopted in the first reso- 
lutions passed in the Senate were strongly 
advocated, namely: that we should be 
placed on the same footing as the Ameri- 
cans, with respect to the republication of 
British Copyrights. In that correspon- 
dence Sir John Rose, then Finance Minis- 
ter, took a leading part, and strongly urgedi 


the views of the Senate, and as a proof of 


the reasonable spirit in which the conces- 
sion was asked for from ‘the Imperial 
Government he read the following sen- 
tence, showing that Canada was willing to 
forego any advantage from the permission 
to give her the reprinting of Copyrights 
assoon as the Americans no longer en- 
joyed that privilege, and an International 
Treaty could be arranged : 

‘‘ Having considered the arguments ad- 
vanced against the modification of the 
Copyright Law asked for in the Address of 
the Senate, the undersigned would recom- 
mend that the attention of the Imperial 
Authorities be once more invited to the 
subject, and that they be earnestly re- 
quested to accede to the application of the 
Senate, upon the understanding, if thought 
proper, that the change in the law, if 
made, should be temporary, to be deter- 
mined upon the conclusion of any Interna. 
tional Copyright Treaty between England 
and the United States.” 

Whilst that correspondence was being 
carried on with every appearance that the 


motion was carried in the Se- 
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Imperial Government would grant us 
what we desired, an occurrence took place 
which delayed the realisation of our 
hopes. A despatch was sent from Wash- 
ington by the British Ambassador, with 
the outline of a Treaty  respect- 
ing copyrights which he _ said, 
the American Government would be will- 
ing tosign. The project was laid before 
the Imperial Government and was approv- 


ed of, The United States Government, | 


however, with their customary caprice, de- 
clined to ratify the treaty which they had 
previously led the British Ambassador to 
suppose they would agree to. The whole 
question was therefore thrown back into 
the position in which we found it in 1868. 
He thought that it was now an opportune 
time to press on the British Government 
the necessity of dealing with the question. 
The moment the Americans saw that we 
could publish British Copyright works at 
so low a rate, as to enable us to send them 
across the border and compete with their 
own publishers, they would be more likely 
to enter into an International Treaty. 
Irrespective altogether of the reprinting 
British Copyrights it was only fair that 
Colonial Copyrights should have the right 
to extend over the whole British Empire, 
In conclusion, he stated that he had rea. 
son to believe that some correspondence 
had lately taken place, and he felt it was 
only due to an industry so closely con- 
nected with the national and intellectual 
development of the country, that its in- 
terests should be carefully protected. 
Two objects were sought to be obtained; 
first, to be put on the same footing as 
printers of the United States in regard to re- 
printing British Copyright works; secondly, 
to induce the Imperial Government to 
make Colonial Copyrights extend over the 
whole British Empire. The latter point 
the Imperial Government had already 
agreed to concede, and it was now for the 
Dominion Government to urge upon the 
former the requisite legislation. He most 
earnestly called upon the Government to 
take immediate action, so that legislation 
might not be delayed beyond the present 
session of the Imperial Parliament. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER seconded the mo- 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Government had no objection to the reso- 
lution. The hon. gentleman had stated 
very correctly the different steps in the 
progress of the matter. The British Gov- 
ernment assented to the address passed 
by the House, but nothing was done in 
consequence ofthe hope that was enter- 
tained that a treaty would be entered 
into between the United States 
and Great Britain. It 
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we had been promised legislation on the 
subject. Latterly, the Minister of Finance, 
had been following the subject up, but he 
(Mr. C) did not know how far the 
matter had gone ‘The course adopted by 
his hon. friend (Mr. Ryan) was deserving 
of every praise, and he had little doubt 
that it would be eventually crowned with 
success. 


The motion then passed. 


Copyrights. 


THE LIBRARY. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated that when 
the Senate was pieased last winter to 
grant an allowance to the Librarian of Par- 
lament, hon. gentlemen expressed 
some dissatisfaction with that mode of 
paying the officer in question. 
‘The same view had been taken elsewhere 
and it was now proposed to adopt the 
course, stated in the motion he now 
made :— 

That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to enquire into the remunera- 
tion, classification and duties of the Libra- 
rian and other officers and servants em- 
ployed in the Library of Parliament, with 
a view to a rearrangement of that ser- 
vice. . 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN asked if it was not 
possible we might, by changing the present 
system, return to the very unsatisfactory 
condition of things, by which the Librarian 
considered himself only an officer of 
one branch, not bound to give informa. 
tion to members of the Senate. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
intention was to guard against any such 
contingency, and to make the officers and 
servants of the Library the officers and 
servants of Parliament, not of one branch 
but of both. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that the object 
of the motion was to prevent what the hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Sanborn) feared. 


THE FISHERIES. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL introduced a 
Bill further to amend the Act with respect 
to fishing by foreign vessels. 

The Bill was read a first time, and the 
second reading ordered for Friday. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL laid on the table 
certain papers in reference to the admis- 
sion of British Columbia into the Union. 


PETITIONS. 
Several petitions were presented by Hon. 


| Messrs. Panet, Macfarlane, Wilmot, and 


Tessier. 
The House then adjourned. 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


flon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
the Library Committee be instructed. to 
inquire into the remuneration, classifica- 
tion, etc., of the officers of the hbrary.— 


Carried. 
NEW MEMBERS. 


Mr. PEARSON—the member elected 
by the constituency of Colchester to fill 
the place rendered vacant by the appoint- 
ment of Hon. Mr. Archibald to the Lieut- 
enant Governorship of the North West, 
was introduced by Messrs. Carmichael and 

Killamand took his seat. 


THE ELECTION LAW. 


Hon, Sir GEO. E.CARTIER introduced 
a Bill to make temporary provision for 
ihe election of members for the House of 
Commons (hear, hear from the Opposition). 
He expected that his hon. friends opposite 
would say ‘ hear, hear ’’ at the very men- 
tion of the measure. He would explain 
that since we were about to have another 
Province comprised in this Dominion, it 
was obvious that the Government could 
not yet enact a law to affect all the Pro- 
vinces of the Dominion, as far as the repre- 
sentation of this House was concerncd. 
The circumstances of Manitoba having 
been recently admitted into the Union 
and British Columbia being on the eve of 
joining the Confederation, had led the 


Government to the conclusion that it | 


would be better to carry on the next elec- 
tion for the Dominion under the laws as 
they now prevail in the several Provinces 
(hear, hear from the Opposition). He 
might state that the Bill too, contained a 
provision with regard to the number of 
days on which elections were to take place. 
This Bill provided that the elections 
should take place on one day (hear, hear). 

Mr. MACKENZIE—All on the same day ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Oh, no! 
(Laughter.) With regard to the Province 
of Ontario, the laws had been altered by 
the Local Legislature of that Province, 
and consequently this Bill provided that 
the voters’ list in Ontario should be the 
list on which the elections for the House 
of Commons would be held during the 
next two years. Then, with regard to 
British Columbia and Manitoba,as far as the 
latter was concerned, the Manitoba Act 


provided for the election of representatives, | 


and, until a general election law should be 
framed, would continue as it was. In 
British Columbia the elections would be 
held under the same law as now existed 
there. These were the principal features 


Hon. Sir G. E. Cartier. 
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of the Bill. 


as 
of the alterations referred to, would con- 
tinue in force. 
the polling places should be provided 
wherever 200 votes 


law as ib existed in 1867 would prevail. 


tulated the Government on Monday on 
haying adopted the view of the Opposi- 
tion on the Independence of Parliament 
Act. To-day he had to repeat the pro- — 
cess, as the Government had at last been 

compelled by public opinion,and what they — 
knew to betheepinion of the House, to 
alter the election law. 


advisable to pass a general election law 
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Law. 


The remainder of the law 


it stood, with the exception 


It was also enacted that 


were to be polled. 
In reply to Mr. Ross, of Nova Scotia, 
Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had congra- 


The Minister of 
Militia had rewarked that it would be in- 


at present, in view of the fact that the — 
number of Provinces in the Dominion was 
to beincreased. Was the House to under- 
stand that last year Confederation was | 
supposed to have been completed ; that — 
there were no new Provinces to be erected — 
in theNorth West, that British Columbia and — 
the two Provinces to the East were not ex- — 
pected to be brought into the Dominion ?- 
Was the House to understand that their 

views as to the prospects of Confederation 
were so changed on the subject that they 
found it necessary to adopt a new policy ? 
That would not do for an excuse. It was 
very evident that the hon. gentleman had 
taken as much as he had taken of the 
policy of the Opposition, simply because 
he knew it would be impossible to carry 
an election measure withoutit. But the 
Bill would be unequal in its working as it 
was. It was utterly impossible, in Ontario, 
for instance, to take the law which was in 
existence when Confederation was passed, 
because there was no special law for that 
Province from which to compose ar 
electoral list, but he went back to the 
laws existing in Nova Scotia in 1867, for s 
much of the law as satisfied his purpose 
in this Bill, While in Ontario the Legis 
lature adopted by a unanimous vote the 
electoral law nowin force there, whick 
not only confined the polling to one day, 
but, to the same day throughout the Pro 
vince, in Nova Scotia the Bill would alloy 
an election to take place in one constitu 
ency on a certain day, and in another 
three weeks later. Of course the objee 
of the Hon. Minister was apparent in thié 
but it was unfair to introduce as an ele 
tion Bill, a mongrel Act like this whic 
enacted neither one thing nor anothet 
a law which would not have the same effe¢ 
in all the Provinces. i 


The only law whi 

this House should adopt was the old ele 

toral law in each Province, and let the ele 
' 
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liament. 

from the 
_ abounded in its present shape. 
all, he was 
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tion law to be adopted be the same for the 
Local Legislatures as for the General Par- 
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this moment, but he felt it to be his duty 


it | to answer some of the Observations made 


Ihe 


) would be forced to adopt the balance | ada and the gentlemen sent as delegates 


Mr. BLAKE said that after two perman.- 
ent Electoral Bills had been passed, the 
House was now asked to enact a tempor- 
ary one. Last session one had been passed, 
the session before the House had passed 
one, and now they were asked to deal 
With another one. The hon. gentleman 
had explained that the reason why he now 
submitted this temporary measure, was 
because of the introduction of the new 
Provinces into the Confederation. At 


No one knew at the close 
of last session that Manitoba would cer- 
tainly be a member of the Confederation. 
There was no necessity or intention at the 
outset that Manitoba should form a Pro. 
vince and be comprised in the Confedera. 
tion. It was intended that it should bea 
Crown colony, and that very reason in- 
duced the Government at that time to 
withdraw the Bill. 


Mr. BLAKE—Hear, hear ! 


Hon. Sir GEO, E, CARTIER—Then with 
regard to the remarks of the hon. member 


what period since the Ist July, 1867, was | for Lambton, he would say that the Bill 
not the House favoured with’ the news | was proposed last year as there was no 
that new Provinces were to be added ? | hope that we shouid have British Colum. 
Every day they were told they were com- | bia so soon. Every one expected, of 
ing in, though they didn't come. course, that sooner or later that colony 
Hen. Sir FRANCIS FLINCKS—Yes ! | would be comprised as cne of the sister 
yes | ae in oi Aga I ue aa Be 
| useless at the close o is Parliament. 
tw of Mice ee Rode ie Hoe. with one Province just admitted and 
| y) 


be ae eg another shortly to be admitted into the 
That thn ee, additions to the Dominion Confederation, to endeavour to assimilate 


that this temporary Act was provided. ; They could not make a law 
ast session the Opposition had pointed | bs villi aa apply to British Colum. 
rut the effect that the See een bia. He hoped his hon. friend would take 
ubmitted would have in the East and in eit ts etter feeling the good intention of 
he West. They had shown that it would the Government in adopting this course. 
‘e impossible to work it in Manitoba, and f ; ; 
hat difficulties would arise in other’ Pro.| The Bill was read a first time. 
inces too. But they were told that their 
rguments were fallacious, and that the 
Mnion would overcome all the difficulties 
hich were then deprecated. He wag 
lad to hear that, taught by experience, 
iy had admitted the truth 
‘ the arguments then advanced 
y the Opposition, that it was necessary to THE REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY. 
spect the views of the different Pro- 


eson the subject, and by degrees as ‘he SPEAKER read the following reply 
ey became more acquainted with the of his Excellency the Governor General to 


inchise laws of other the recent congratulatory address of the 
nment had made some approach to- | House of Commons: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen ofthe House of 
Commons. 

I beg you to accept my sincere thanks 
what they opposed so | for the address of congratulation with 
but, he had no doubt | which you have honoured me on the occa- 
sion of my elevation to the Peerage. _ 
at the base of our Par. The expression of your acquiescence in 
favourable view which our Sovereign 

has graciously deigned to take of my ser- 

vices is highly to be valued, as conveying 
the good opinion of the freely chosen re- 
| presentatives of a people possessing the 


\ 


Minis- 
that it was in 


MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY. 


A message from His Excellency, accom- 
panying papers relative to the proposed 
union of British Columbia with Canada, 
was read. 


1ion the same as by law established for 
h of the Provinces (hear, hear). 


‘ 
> 
we 
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precious endowments of energetic indus- | 
try, self-reliance, and firm and orderly at- | 
tachment to the freedom and institutions 
of their country. 
The North West Territories, already | 
added to the Confederation, and the will- 
ing accession of British Columbia, which, 
it is to be hoped, will shortly take effect, 
as they extend your bounds, so they pro- 
portionately augment the cares and re- 
sponsibilities of those who are in the high 
places of the land; but the legislation and 
people of the Dominion will, I feel per- 
suaded, prove equal to the lofty task, the 
vast and varied interests throughout the 
wide domiin will be safe in their charge, 
and gradually cemented into one compact 
and contented whole, by the same wise 
and the same equal adminis- 


legislation, ‘ C 
tration of affairs as have done s0 much in | concurrence 1n the report of the, Committee — 
the past to establish the well being and | of the Whole on the motion that a 

Supply be granted to Her Majesty— 


satisty the just expectations of the people. 
{mn conclusion, | return your good wishes 
with allsincerity, and assure you I shall 
yetain and cherish to the close of my life 
a warm interest in all that regards the po- 
sition and prospects of this great and 


growing country. 
LISGAR. 


Government House, 
Feb. 27, 1871. 


THE BRITISH COLUMBIA CORRESPON- 
DENCE. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
the papers just submitted to the House be 
printed without delay. He explained that 
the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the delegate from 
British Columbia, was now in Chicago, on 
his way to Ottawa, and would reach here, 
he expected, on Saturday. It was neces- 
sary, therefore, that the House should be 
in possession of the correspondence rela- 
tive to the admission of the sister colony 
into the Union. 

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) complained 
of delays in printing public documents in 
the French language. He knew that it 
took some time to translate papers, but 
then, if there were not translators enough 
to do the work, more should be employed. 


After a short discussion on the subject 
the motion was carried. 


EXPENSE OF FENIAN INVASION. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House should on Friday next go into 
Committee of the Whole to consider cer- 
tain resolutions affirming the expediency 
of indemnifying the Government for hav- 
ing authorized the issue ofa special warrant 
for $200,000, to provide for the defence of 
the Dominion in repelling the Fenian fn- 
yasion in the month of May last. 


Mr. Speaker. 


[COMMONS] 


Hon Mr. 
motion of this 
a special message 
| concerning it, as un 
was provided that 
ment should be attended by that cere- 
mony. 
taken place 
liament, and 
a special message fro 
thought that was both the practice and 
the law of the matter. ' 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS H INCKS then moved ~ 
that the motion shou-d be allowed to stand ~ 


over—Carried. 


Carried. 


House should resolve itself into Committee 
ot the Whole to consider the 
granted to Her Majesty. 


was the purpose of the Finance Minister 
to go into that 
whether the Estimates 
ready. 


would scarcely be possible to do so. 


reading of the Bill ‘* An Act to amea 
Census Act.” 


himself of the opportunity to ask the hon. 
gentleman when he proposed to give some 
explanation to the House on 
There were several Head Commissione 
whatever they might be called, many Dis 
trict Commissioners, 
known as to their salaries, or other exper 
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HOLTON thought that on a 
kind it was necessary that 
should be brought down 
der the Audit Act it 
every such disburse- 


An appropriation of money had 
without the authority of Par- 
must be sought by 


indemnity 
He 


m the Throne. 


SUPPLY. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved 


He then moved that on Friday next the 
Supply to be- 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether it 


Committee on Friday, and 
would then be 


G 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought it 


Motion carried. 
CENSUS ACT. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved the secona@ 


d the 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he would avail 
this question. 


and nothing at all wai 


ses connected with the matter. The 
House had generously given the hon. gen 
tleman permission to make full arrangé 
ments, under his promise that he wou 
be much more economical in his distrib 
tion of the public monies than the formé 
Governmeut had been in 1861. That migh 
be the case, and no doubt the hon. gentle 
man had done what he could, but cons 
ering the great license given, he thoug 
it was due to the House that some inf 
mation should be given as to the s e 
taken to carry out the necessary arrang 
ments. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the Census 4 
required that within fifteen days of 
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opening of the Session a report should be 
laid before both Houses. That period 
would expire on the morrow, when the 
report would be laid before the House, 
accompanied by all documents, and he 
thought his hon. friend from Lambton 
would then be fully satisfied with what had 
been dove. 

The Bill was then read a second time. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved that the 
House should, on Friday. resolve itself into 
a Commtttee of the Whole to consider the 
Bill. Carried. 


Provincial 


INLAND REVENUE RETURNS. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS laid on the table of 
the House the Official Returns and statis- 
tics of the Inland Revenue Department. 


ARBITRATION. 


The House then proceeded to the furth- 
er consideration of the proposed motion 
of Mr. Blake for an address for copies of 
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all correspondence between the Canadian | 


and Quebec Governments, and the Cana- 
dian and Ontario Governments, touching 
the Provincial Arbitration and award, &c., 
of the motion of Mr. Godin in amendment 
thereto, and the motion of Mr. Fournier 
in amendment to the said amendment. 


Mr. FOURNIER addressed the House 
in French on the subject of this amend- 
ment, referring to the course taken; and 
the remarks made by the Hon. the 
Premier of Quebec, in the previous debate, 
and concluded by expressing his willing- 
ness to withdraw his amendment, it having 
served the purpose he had in view—that 
of an expression of opinion on the subject. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU also spoke 
briefly in French in reply to Mr. 
Fournier. 

Hon. Col. GRAY did not rise to discuss 
the motion before the House, but express, 
his sincere hope, as one of the arbitrators 
that the papers would be brought before 
the House, and_ that there would be 
a full and fair discussion of everything 
connected with the matter. He did not 
say that that House was the proper tribu- 
nal to determine the validity ofthe award, 
indeed he was rather of opinion that it 
was not. He trusted that if after a full 
discussion of the subject the House should 
come to the conclusion that the course of 
the Arbitrators had been injudicious, or 
would be injurious to the welfare of the 
Dominion, some means would be found to 
obviate the difficulty. Speaking on be- 
half of the Arbitrators, he wished to say 
that they courted the most public enquiry, 
and whenever the matter should be dis- 
cussed before that House he should en- 
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deavour to explain the course pursued, 
without feeling without prejudice, and 
then if the House, expressing the opinion 
of the public of the whole Dominion 
should consider that it would be better 
that the discussion should be reconsidered, 
no doubt such could be done. As to the 
course pursued by the Arbitrators, after 
the resignation of the gentleman appointed 
by the Government of Quebec, in con- 
tinuing the consideration of the matter 
and arriving at the award, they had done 
so because they believed they had no 
power to abandon the duties imposed on 
them, and he sincerely hoped that the 
matter would result in peace and harmony 
and the restoration of good will. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought his friend 
from Bellechasse had adopted a most judi- 
cious coursé in offering to withdraw his 
amendment, after having elicited the dis- 
cussion which had taken place, and after 
eliciting the declaration made on a prevl- 
ous occasion by the Minister of Militia, 
which declaration had unquestionably been 
elicited by the amendment. He had, 
however, a word or two to say to the gen- 
tlemen from the Province of Quebec, and 
especially to the members of the Govern- 
ment of that Province who had denounced 
the hon. gentleman from Bellechasse in 
such severe terms on the occasion of his 
first address to that House. He thought 
that they, at least, were not in a position 
to denounce that hon. gentleman for 
seeking the decision ot the House in the 
same way that they themselves had taken 
in the Legislature of Quebec. What were 
the words used in the reply of the Legis- 
lative Council to the speech of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, moved by the hon. 
member for Quebec County, who had so 
severely attacked the member for Belle- 
chasse a few days before. They had 
thanked His Excellency for informing 
them that in consequence of irreconcilable 
differences between the arbitrators the 


gentleman appointed by Quebec 
had resigned his office, and _ then 
thanking him for protesting against 


the illegality of the proceedings subse- 
quent to the resignation of one of the 
Arbitrators, and afterwards against the 
unjust and illegal award arrived at by the 
remaining two Arbitrators. Thus, they 
had begun by declaring that proceedings 
were manifestly unjust and illegal before 
the papers were submitted to the House, 
and the hon. member for Bellechasse was 
doing no more than had been done in the 
Quebec Legislature. At the present 
moment, the members had all the papers 
in their desks, and therefore the member 
for Bellechasse had asked the House to do 
no more, when in point of fact it was in 
possession of the papers, than the Premier 
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of Quebec had asked his Assembly to do 
when it had no papers. 


Hon. Mr. IRVINE wouid not have con- 
sidered it necessary to take any part in 
the discussion, had it not been for the 
remarks of the hon. member for Chateau- 
guay. That hon. gentleman had spoken as 
if a personal attack had been made on the 
hon. member from Beilechasse, whereas 
he was quite sure that nothing of the sort 
had been done—at least as far as he was 
concerned, he eertainly had intended 
nothing of the kind, nor did he think he 
had been so understood. The case which 
had come up in the Quebec Assembly was 
entirely different from that now before 
the House, The Quebec Legislature had 
been informed in the speech, that the 
Lieutenant Governor had protested against 
the proceedings which had taken place 
after the resignation of the Arbitrator 
appointed by Quebec, and they thanked 
His fxcellency for having done so. It 
was quite manifest that the Legislature of 
Quebec was calle! upon to pronounce in 
some way as to the legality of the award, 
they had to take action one way or the 
other, and it was quite proper that they 
should pronounce upon it as soon as pos- 
sible, and in response therefore to the 
Lieutenant Governor, who informed them 
that he had come to the conclusion that 
the award was illegal and unjust, they 
concurred in that conclusion, and thanked 
him for the proceedings he had adopted. 
The members of the Legislature had 
watched the matter from first to last, and 
were thoroughly well acquainted with it, 
and were therefore in a position enabling 
them to pronounce on the matter, but that 
House was not in sucha position. There 
were many gentlemen in the House who 
had not taken the same interest in the 
matter as those directly concerned, and 
they could not therefore be expected to 
be able to discuss the matter in the ab- 
sence of the papers. That therefore was 
reason why the House should not then 
discuss the matter apart from the question 
as to whether it was competent for the 
House to deal with it at all. The hon. 
gentleman fromChateauguay knew perfect- 
ly well that the Quebec House had not 
discussed the question in its details. The 
response to the speech of the Lieutenant 
Governor was merely an expression of 
confidence in the action which the Gov- 
ernment had thought fit to bake. 


Hon. A. J. SMITH (Westmoreland N B.) 
thought the subject was not one which 
could then be properly discussed by the 
House, but that 1t was one simply of law. 
He thought. however, that the matter might 
be discussed after the production of the 
papers, but thatthe only thing that could 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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then be done, would be to state the facts 
and refer the matter to a committee of the 
Privy Council, but beyond that they could 
not go. Itseemed to him that the pre- 
sent discussion would be only productive 
of harm, and it would certainly not tend 
to allay any feeling that might exist be- 
tween Ontario and Quebec, and, he there- 
fore, thought it unwise to dicuss the 
question at all. He thought the legality 
of the award could only be tested by the 
proper tribunal, which was certainly not that 
House. Referring to the Act bearing on 
the matter it seemed to him that the 
Schedules were to be considered the joint 
property of Ontario and Quebec, and, 
therefore, the arbitrators had no right to 
rake a distinction nm the matter, as it 
could not be disputed that ifa grant was 
made to two parties, that were joint 
owners of the property so granted, and it 
was provided that the assets belonged to 
the two Provinces conjointly, and, there- 
fore, he thought the duty of the arbitrators 
was to divide the assets equally, and if 
a larger portion had been given to Ontario 
than to Quebec, he thought it was a direot 
contravention of the law, and he also 
thought that it was legally necessary that 
any proper award should be unanimous 
from the three arbitrators. 

Mr. BLAKE quite agreed with 
the member for Westmoreland, that the 
House had no power to _ decide 
the validity of the award, and had 
therefore no right to discuss it 
and he did not, therefore, propose to fol- 
low the example of his hon. friend, who, 
after making that statement, had proceed- 
ed to a full discussion of the matter. He 
wouli venture to make a suggestion 
however, as to the limit of the power and 
the duty of the House in reference to the 
matter, and asto what course should be 
adopted in the altered circumstances 
under which the matter then stood before 
the House. The Government of Canada 
having the right to retain out of the sub- 
sidy of the Provinces the interest on the 
excess of the debt, and having also control 
over divers of the assets to be affected by 
the Arbitration, had been, as it were, 
bound to take some action, and acting ona 
conventional view of the possible or pro- 
bable rights of the parties for the last 
three years, the Government of Canada 
would be called upon to determine whether 
it would adhere to that conventional 
mode of dealing with the matter or in 
what way it would alter it, and also what 
1t would do in respect of the action of the 
Government of Quebec in the matter. | 
There could, therefore, be no doubt that 
the Parliament of Canada had a right to 
express its opinion, a right to negative, a 
right to approve, and a right to censure — 
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any action of the Government, and that | mode of procedure 


being the case, it would be perfectly 
legitimate to make a number of motions 
on the subject. No allusion had _ been 
made to the award in the Speech from the 
Throne, and there had been no reference 
to any decision on the part of the Govern- 
ment when his motion had been brought 
on, onthe contrary the first minister had 
stated that they would do nothing at all 
to indicate their position in reference to 
the award. That state of things necessi- 
tated action on the part of the House, be- 
cause if that state of things had continued 
the Government would have been neglect- 
ingaduty. An announcement had, how- 
ever, been made from the ‘Treasury 
Benches, that on the morrow a message 
would come down, stating the views of the 
Government on the subject, and he there- 
fore suggested that the hon. member for 
Bellechasse should, as he{proposed, with- 
draw his amendment, and that the debate 
should be adjourned until after the mes- 
sage, so announced, had been 
brought down. He was loath te enter on 
any discussion that might result in any 
ill-feeling between the two Provinces, and 
it was possible that the message of the 
morrow would remove all reason for dis- 
cussion, simply leaving them to pronounce 
on the expediency of the course proposed 
by the Government. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON said that he 
thought it very desirable that the debate 
should be adjourned until after the pro- 
duction ofthe papers, but there was one 
view of the case which had now yet been 
presented, and which he thougnt the 
House ought tohear. He quite agreed 
with the member for West Durham that 
the House was not competent to decide on 
the legality of the award, and in point of 
fact steps had been taken which would 
remove the question entirely trom the 
arena of that House and place it before 
the judicial authorities. The Government 
of Québec had actually taken the initiative 
in obtaining the judgment of the Judicial 
Courts, and matters were now in such a 
position as would result most probably in 
a reference to the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council. 

Hon. Mr. IRVINE—No, no. 


Hon, J. H. CAMERON—The hon. gen- 
tleman might say ‘No, no,’’ but he cer- 
tainly knew that proceedings had been 
taken in the matter, that it was now 
before the Court of Appeal, and if he un- 
derstood anything of the law of Lower 
Canada, there would in all probability be 
a reference to the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council. That reference might 
be made in various ways, but he did not 
pretend to know the peculiar 
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under the law 
of Lower Canada. ES Gi ai not 


know when the Court of Appeal would 
pronounce on the question, but he was 
advised by gentlemen most competent to 
speak on the subject, that the initiatory 
steps had already been taken to bring the 
matter before the last Judicial resort that 
could be appealed to. He thought the 
House ought to be in possession of the 
full circumstances of the case, and should 
know whether the Quebec Government 
had taken the steps he had mentioned. 
He was quite sure that every one con- 
cerned for the interests of Ontario and 
Quebec would desire that no dispute should 
arise out of the mere settlement of debts, 
and he trusted some means would be de- 
vised to obviate every difficulty. but he 
thought the House would determine that 
it was not the tribunal finally to settle the 
matter, and however the matter might 
come up, if it should have to be deter- 
mined on its strict legal merits, it would 
certainly have to be finally decided by the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 


Hon. Mr. IRVINE simply desired to 
correet his hon. friend with r-ference to 
the legal proceedings which he said had 
been adopted. He had stated that legal 
proceedings had been commenced to test 
the legality of the award. The three 
arbitrators sat at the city of Montreal last 
summer, when the one named by the 
Province of Quebe¢ resigned his position, 
and read his resignation at a meeting of 
the three. ‘n the day following, the two 
remaining arbitrators continued their sit- 
tings, whereupon proceedings were taken 
by the Quebec Government, in the nature 
of a prohibition, to stay further proceed- 
ings, in consequence of the Board being 
incomplete, and the two arbitrators then 
removed to Toronto, and after some time 
made an award. He expressed no opin- 
ion on these proceedings, but merely de- 
sired to correct the statement of his hon. 
friend, who would see that the prohibi- 
tion had been commenced before the 
award had been made. The proceedings 
now adopted in the Province of Quebec 
might result in a decision setting aside the 
whole proceedings, but need not neces- 
sarily have the entire effect stated by his 
hon. friend. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON must say that he 
thought his hon. friend the Solicitor 
General for Quebec was in error, and that 
he was correct in the effect he had 
ascribed to the proceedings taken 
in Quebec. There could be no doubt that 
the question at issue was the right of the 
two Arbitrators to make an award, and 
therefore the award could be declared 
invalid on the ground of the absence of one 
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arbitrator, so that the leyality of the award 
was really affected. 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said that on that 
point the legality of the award could be 
tried, but there were also other grounds of 
dispute. 

Mr. BLAKE said thit of course it 
must be assumed that the Quebec Courts 
had jurisdiction in the matter. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON could not admit 
anything of the kind. 

Mr. R. A. HARRISON thought it was 
clear that the House should not then dis- 
cuss the question, and he wished it to be 
understood that he had been silent, not 
because he agreed with what had been 
said, but because he did not think the 
House could settle the question. If the 
Government decided the matter, they 
would be placed in a very difficult position. 
if they upheld the award, Quebec would 
be against them, and if otherwise, Ontario 
would be against them. He considered the 
Privy Council should decide the question, 
and their decision would no doubt be 
received. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON enquired whether 
the Government would bring down the 
papers as well as the message op the mor- 
row. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—the mes- 
sage will cover all the papers connected 
with it. 

Mr. FOURNIER’S amendment was 

po withdrawn, and the debate adjourn- 

ed. 
CREDIT FONCIER. 


Mr. DUFRESNE then moved the second 
reading of the Bill ‘An Act to facilitate 
the establishment of institutions of land- 
ed credit (Credit Foncier). 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL (Lanark) 
thought that before the House committed 
itself to so important a principle as that 
involved in the Bill before them, they 
had a right to ask some explanatory state- 
ments from the gentleman who laid the 
matter before the House: 

Mr. DUFRESNE moved the second 
reading of the Act to facilitate the estab- 
lishment of institutions of landed credit 
(credit foncier). 

After some explanations the motion 
was carried. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL asked if this 
was the same Bill as last session, and was 
answered that it was. 

Referred to Committee on Banking and 
Commerce. i} 


PROTECTION OF NAVIGABLE WATERS. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved the second 
Hon. J. H. Cameron. 
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reading of an Act for the better protection 
of navigable streams and rivers. 


Mr. CURRIER hoped the second read- 
ing would not be pressed at present, as 
he was not prepared with certain informa- 
tion which he wished to use against it. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT replied that if de- 
lay was simply sought to afford such an 


opportunity, he might wait a few days. 

In response to a suggestion of Hon. Mr. 
Holton, 

Mr. C\RTWRIGHT agreed to the refer- 
ence of the Bill to the Committee on 
Banking and Commerce, after the second 
reading. 

Nr. CURRIER repeated his request for 
delay. : 

Mr. MACKENZIE deprecated delay at a 
time when the House had so little to do ; 
besides, the subject was one of import- 
ance. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he was tho- 
roughly in earnest about this Bull, and had 
given all interested time to procure evi- 
dence respecting it. Hedid not now see 
how he could let the second reading stand 
over. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said important in- 
formation was being collected on this sub- 
ject, which could not be ready for a few 
days. He therefore suggested the post- 
ponement of the matter till Thursday. He 
had no objection to the reference of the 
Bill to the Committee on Banking and 
Commerce. ‘ 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL hoped the 
mever would not assent to the request for 
the reasons given. No information pro- 
curable could induce members to report 
the provisions of the Bill. to the effect that 
it should not be lawful for the owners of 
saw mills to throw sawdust and other rub- 
bish into the streams. The principle must 
be assented to as to the mode of giving it 
effect, the penalties, and so forth. They 
might be questions for the Committee. 
The suggestion of delay seemed to be 
aimed against the principle ef the Bill, 
which he hoped would be pressed. 


Mr. BLAKE said the Commis- 
sioner of Public Works did not an- 
ticipate the evidence would be ready 
on Thursday, and_ he (Mr. Blake) 
did not think the Bill should be post- 
poned on that account. It was eminently 
one fit to be read at the earliest moment, 
and to go before the Committee. The Bill 
should now be read a second time without 
delay. . 

Dr. GRANT characterised the Bill as 
most important. If stringent provisions, 
carried into effect, they would most ser 
iously influence our local business. 
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Throwing sawdust into the streams did not 
obstruct them. The Bill would gravely 
retard and damage the lumbering in 
terests inthis section. Mill-owners should 
be allowed an opportunity of submitting 
the information they were now collecting 
on this subject in their own defence. 
He hoped the Bill would be left at its 
present stage a few days longer. 


Mr. YOUNG urged that the Bill should 
be gone on with, and that it was wrong to 
say sawdust did not choke up the streams. 
He had been informed the bed of the Ot- 
tawa had begun to fill up from this cause 
in certain places, Fishery Commissioners 
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in the West had warned certain parties and 


fined them for threwing sawdust into the 
streams. Those tines were not collected 
because, under the eyes of the Government, 
the same abuse existed. He thought the 
opponents of the second reading desired 
to kill the Bill which ought now to take 
that stage. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT explained that the 
object of the measure was to prevent the 
enormous nuisance now arising from the 
accumulation of saw dust, slabs and other 
rubbish in the various streams. Almost 
every navigable stream that flowed into 
Lake Ontario was in very considerable 
danger of being obstructed in this man- 
ner. By far the worst case, and the most 
important on account of the interests in- 
volved, was that of Ottawa, He believed 
the annual manufacture of lumber in and 
about this very town reached something 
like 100,000,000 of board measure; that 
represented about 10,000,000 of cubic feet, 
which occasioned the throwing into the 
Ottawa of 2,000,000 cubic feet of rubbish 
annually. That quantity would be sufh- 
cient to block up the river for four miles, 
to a width of 200 feet, and a depth of one 
foot. It was equivalent to 20,000 cords of 
rubbish yearly cast into the river. 
There must be some means of turning 
this enormous mass of fuel to some use in 
a cold country like ours. He was not cer- 
tain the difficulty of removing it had not 
been exaggerated. Its removal involved 
expense, but not any unreasonable ex- 
pense to every one now throwing it into 
the water. If the House ever undertook 
to carry out any extensive works for the 
improvement of the Ottawa, they would 
have to expend a very large sum in re- 
moving those obstacles now being flung 
into the channel of thisstream. After the 
expression of sentiments from both sides 
of the House, which he had heard, he 
could not but feel it was his duty to move 
the second reading. The opponents of the 
Bill might be certain that in the hands of 
the Banking and Commerce Com- 


mittee no unfair advantage would 
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be taken of them. He had the 
utmost desire to give fair play to the lum- 
ber interest. He desired to make the 
duty of preventing the casting of rubbish 
into the river as little onerous as possible 
to everyone on the Ottawa (hear, hear). 


Mr. FERGUSON pointed out the danger 
to which country millers might be expos- 
ed by the Bill. He hoped some provision 
would be made to protect them in the 
event of its passage. Otherwise, 1t might 
be in the power of any one, from whatever 
motive, to give this class much annoy- 
ance. 

Mr. WRIGHT regretted the Bill should 
have been introduced under the present 
circumstances. It was distinctly under- 
stood the Bill should not be introduced 


till next week, till those specially 
interested in the Bill would have 
a full opportunity of  adducing 


arguments in rebuttal of the arguments in 
favour of the Bill. It was entirely unne- 
cessary and would be inoperative, and to 
make inoperative Bills tended to bring all 
our legislation into contempt. To «nact 
laws of a precisely similar character to 
those previously enacted appeared the 
height of absurdity. ‘This was the case 
with the present Bill. The Minister of 
Marine had the same powers conferred 
on him hy statute as were asked for under 
the Bill. Under these circumstances he 
hoped the House would not at present in- 
sist on the second reading. If this bill 
were passed it would be impossible for 
lumbermen to continue their operations. 
Sawdust did not injure the navigation of 
rivers, but he admitted slabs and scantling 
should not be cast into them. The expe- 
rience of the last hundred years in regard 
to the Hudson proved that sawdust did not 
injure rivers. The Penobscot also was’ a 
case in point. (Hear, hear.) pg be 

Mr. ANGLIN said whatever might be 
the experience of other rivers, he could 
cite the St. John as an instance of the in- 
jury rivers experienced from.’ ‘sawdtist, 
slabs, and so forth. It had become néces- 
sary to pass a law to prevent the ca ting Of 
this rubbish inte the river and Harlot? 
When the necessity was imposed, évery one 
soon found a mode of disposing’ ofthis 
sawdust, slabs and edigitigs; which were 
now consumed by firé'‘and° other means. 
Ifthe hon. member interided lis Biltoto 
prove of any valud;*he’ must’ inerease: thie 
penalty. The Bill “Ought ot too be ,gum- 
marily dealt with: -%8)-0d 7) git 

Dr. BLANCHE hoped’ phe” "mover 
would not, at, present sersist “in 
the second reading, Some. of his’ consti- 
tuents were. interested in'ity-and before 
the second reading'hé ‘was to hear’ ‘from 
He therefore hoped sa Httla Volay 
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would be granted (hear, hear). If private 


interests would be injured by the Bill, the | 


hon. gentleman would do better to com- 
promise the matter, and, after full infor- 
mation, a better opinion could be formed. 


Col. GRAY confirmed the statements of | 


the member for Gloucester with regard to 
the St. John. The harbour was being des- 
troyed for navigation, and the fisheries 
were seriously affected by this rubbish. 
The sawdust was now burned to advantage. 
It appeared to him this noble river Otta- 
wa was being rapidly destroyed. No doubt, 
the bottom of the river in the vicinity of 
the city was covered with slabs and other 
rubbish. 
Mr. WRIGHT—No doubt of it. 


Mr. KILLAM criticised the Bill and con- 
deraned the fourth clause. He was in 
favour of the principle of the Bill, but 
would suggest a delay till the evidence as 
to the effect of throwing sawdust into the 
rivers was collected. The matter should 
be referred to a Committee, to investigate 
the subject as regarded the whole Domi- 
nion, and deal with itin a way not to hurt 
any particular interest. 

Mr. JONES recommended deliberate 
consideration in this matter and the tem- 
porary delay asked for. He gave instances 
of the deposit of sawdust in rivers not 
injuring them. The effect upon the fish 
was another matter. He hoped the second 
yeiding would not be pressed now. 


Mr. D. MACDONALD disputed the 
statement as to slabs and sawdust being 
thrown into the St John. He had not 
seen any throughout its whole course. 
The refuse of the St. John City saw mills 
wis carried away and burnt. The ques- 
tion wis one of economy so far as the saw- 
mills were concerned, and one as to the 
maintenance of the navigability of the 
Ottawa. He was desirous of protecting 
the mill owners, but they were bound to 
protect the navigation of the Ottawa. 


Mr. BICKELL, who was imperfectly 
heard, cited facts to show it was the slabs 
and not the sawdust that settled in and 
injured the rivers. He would not like to 
vote in favour of a Bill that would em. 
barrass valuable industry. 


Mr. CURRIER urged that throwing saw- 
dust into the Ottawa had not improved it. 
On the Hudson there had been more lum- 
ber made than on the Ottawa, and this 
work had lasted three quarters of a cen- 
tury, yet steamboats had no difficulty 
navigating it to-day. Slabs, edgings, and 
all kinds of rubbish were thrown into this 
river. As to the burning of the sawdust in 
the Ottawa, where water power was so 
much used, he thought it hardly pessible 
to doit. It was impossible to run those 
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mills without first disposing of the saw- 
dust. 
It being six o'clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. CURRIER resumed the debate. He 
said if this Bill became law he saw no way 
for it but to stop all. the saw mulls in the 
country. It was needless to speak of the 
damage this would be to the country, 
The tact was, the only use the rivers 
would be to the lumbermen would be to 
float away their lumber. He would say no 
more at the present stage of the Bull. 

Mr. McCALLUM said he had known 
sawdust to float at least 100 miles, and fill 
up a harbour so that it had to be dredged. 
He thought the House should endeavour 
to prevent such destruction of navigable 
waters. He believed the sawdust could be 


caught at the mills and prevented from 


filling up the bedsof the rivers, and the 
question was, whether this House was go- 
ing to permit the lumbermen to destroy 
the navigation of several rivers in order 
that they might save a little money for 
Twenty years ago, ata cer- 
tain place inthe Grand River, the water 
was 16 feet deop. In the same place it was 
now only 6 feet deep. It had been said that 
there was a Bill in existence to the same 
effect as the one before the House, but if- 
that was not stringent enough in its pro- 


| visions to protect the public, this one 


should be passed. 


Mr. SHANLY thought the Bill could be 
better considered in Committee. The 
lumber interest was oneof the most im- 
portantin Canada, but the navigation of 
our streams was no less important. Those 
who had observed what was taking place ~ 
on the Ottawa river must have seen that 
the navigation was being destroyed, and 
he thought that the conflicting interests 
should be thoroughly investigated by a 
Committee. He thought that it was ab- — 
solutely necessary that there should be a — 
law pissed which could and would be en- 
forced. Important as the lumber trade 
undoubteily was, the unobstructed navi- 
gation of our rivers was paramount. 

Mr. ROBITAILLE thought thatif the 
lumber trade was of such recognised im- 
portance, it would be well to defer the- — 
second reading of the Bill until the infor- 


mation which was required could be ob- 
tained, 


_ Mr. M. P. RYAN said the second read- 
ing of the Bill was for this evening, and 
referring it to a Committee would not 
interfere with the procuring of the infor- 
mation spoken of. He could not agree 
with the hon. gentleman, who argued that 
because saw dust sank to the bottom and 
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raised the surface of the river that it did 
no damage. To his (Mr. Ryan’s) mind 
this was one of ‘he very worst arguments 
that could be used to oppose the Bill. In 
the spring it was well known that in many 
places on the shores of the Otta- 
wa, the low banks were flooded for miles 
to the depth of two or three feet, and for 
the time such tracts of land were com- 
pletely useless to their owners. There 
was an accumulation of sawdust in the 
Ottawa River which was increasing every 
year which would have most injurious 
effects on the navigation of that stream if 
some such measures as the one before the 
House were not passed. He would be 
glad to have the Bill referred to a Com- 
mittee. ! 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said this question was 
not confined solely to the River Ottawa, 
but affected a number of rivers and dis- 
tricts where the inhabitants were unaware 
that such a measure was before the Legis- 
lature. Ihe House had now been sitting 
a fortnight, yet he had not seen this Bill 
reproduced in any of the newspapers. 
There was, therefore, no necessity for 
haste and it would be well to let people 
have an opportunity to petition this 
House on the subject. He was aware that 
a great deal of valuable information on the 
subject was being prepared and it might 
be found after all that the sawdust was 
not producing such very serious results. 
The Committee on Banking and Com- 
merce would, no doubt, give every oppor- 
tunity to the House to deal with this most 
important question and it would be well 
to refer the Bill to them. 

Mr. D. A. MACDONALD said he_ was 
aware that there was no class of people 
more enterprising than the lumbermen, 
and he admitted that they were doing 
much good for the country. If he thought 
for a moment that the measure before the 
House was calculated to injure them, he 
would not vote for it, but, when he con- 
sidered the able gentlemen who composed 
the committee on railway and commerce, 
he was satisfied that the lumbermen would 
be dealt with fairly and impartially by 
them. He admitted the difficulty of run- 
ning a saw mill without dropping the saw 
dust into the stream. He would vote for 
the Bill to be referred. to the Com. 
mittee on Banking and Commerce. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELL said this was a most 
important measure, and one that directly 
affected New Brunswick. The Legislature 
of that Province had taken up the matter 
*and enacted such a law as was satisfactory 
tothe people there. If this Bill before 
the House was passed in its present 
shape its effects would be as the hon. 
member for York had observed, to shut 
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up a large number of mills in the Pro. 
vince. Unless it were re-modelled and 
made less stringent in its provisions, he 
hoped the Province of New Brunswick 
would be exempted from its operations. 
The Banking and Commercial Committee 
might understand very weil the difticul- 
ties complained of in Ontario and Quebec, 
and he hoped they would confine their 
legislation to these two Provinces and 
leave the law which was now in existence 
in New Brunswick, and which satisfied the 
people, unaltered. 


Mr. OLIVER thought if it was the in- 
tention of Parliament to expend millions 
of money in the improvement of our 
inland navigation, it would be advisable 
to adopt measures to prevent the obstruc- 
tion of navigable channels. The time was 
coming when the Ottawa River would be 
navigated by large vessels trom the upper 
lakes to the St. Lawrence, and care should 
be taken to prevent it from being choked 
with sawdust in the meantime. He would 
vote for the second reading of the Bill. 


Mr, FORTIN said it was no easy matter 
to get rid ofthe sawdust from a mill driven 
by water power. Several plans had been 
tried to prevent it from falling into 
the water, but all had failed. He approv- 
ed of the suggestion to let the motter 
stand over for a while till more informa- 
tion could be obtained on the subject. 


Mr. POPE said the hon. gentleman who 
introduced this Bill, and those who sup- 
ported it, proposed to. place restrictions 
on one of the most important interests in 
the country. They proposed to add con- 
siderably to the cost of manufacturing 
lumber and place the lumberman in a posi- 
tion where he could not compete with 
others who were more favourably situated. 
Rather than have this Bill passed the 
lumbermen should come before this House 
and offer to employ dredging machines at 
their own cost to remove the sawdust from 
the rivers. It would be cheaper in the 
end. He thought that the law as it stood 
at present afforded ample protection to 
navigable streams. He had no personal 


interest to serve in this matter, but he 


could see that there was a great interest 
at stake, and one that the House should 
be careful about sacrificing. 

The Bill was read a second time and 
referred to Committee, 


DUAL REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. MILLS moved the second reading 
of Bill No. 5, entitled: An Act to render 
members of the Legislative Councils, and 
Legislative Assemblies of the Provinces 
now included or which may hereafter be 
included within the Dominion of Canada, 
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VS: 
ineligible for sitting or V dependent. He believed not a single in- : 
of Commons of Canada. stance could be found—with the exception - 
: ; e i f the Treasurer of Ontario—where amem- 

Ife said that in making this motion he | ° oe ; 

believed that the House had sufficient ber of the Local Cabinet er this House 
experience of the injurious results of the voted against the Government here. 
evils which he proposed to remedy. They There was @ species of alliance by which 
this Government gave its support to the 
Administrations of Ontarlo and Quebec, 


had been informed that in starting this 
‘al sys t it was 1m- 
caer peeing CERI and they in return had supported the 


tant that men of experience should be : 
mT Taek Fontes In Gai it was agreed Government here. This was clearly a 
that as “birds in their little nests agreed” violation of the independence of Parlia- 
++ would be a shame that the Local Gov- | ment. and until there was a complete 
ernment of Ontario and the Government | Separation of the Legislative functions of 
of the Dominion s i the Local Legislatures and those of the 
as goon as the new Parliament of Canada, ever 
od. He thought that the excuse for ad. | be enabled to fairly carry out the princi 
opting the princip ple of BL beh | 
tion was no longer va most importance t at each Legislature 
Government could now should be composed of distinct and 
to giving this measure their support. Any separate persons, and that each should in 
one who would look at t the exercise of his power especially guard 
Government would see that all their the interests with which he was entrust 
theories had not been correct and that they | ed. It was a matter which the experience 
had sometimes blundered. In the North | of men In every department of lite full) 
West question and in other matters they justified, and one resulted from the imper 
had made mistakes, but es of ps mia that if i Hen was 
aced in any positl e would always 

«While the lamp holds out to Purn, Hehe tel ammo baie to himself nol 

The vilest sinner may, Totnih power than was necessary for the discharge 

and even this Government while it existed | of the duties which devolve upon him. § 
as a Government wonld be capable of mak- | was of the utmost importance in order thai 
ing very great progress indeed, Now, | the Local and Dominion Legislature 
there were many considerations why this should mutually check each other, tha 
measure should be passed, On a former | they should be composed of distinct pe 
occasion a measure similar to this had |sons. ‘There were other evils growin, 
been met with the objection that | out of this system. It was also atsolutel 
while the principle it embodied was very | necessary that each Legislature shoul 
ood, none of the evils said to flow from | have sufficient power to induce men ¢ 
the system had ever actually occurred. | ability to enter mto it. Here there was 
But it was a sound principle that they | proposal to constitute a Commission | 
should never depart from @ wholesome | unify the laws of the Provinces withot 
rule because they could not always see the | consulting the Local Government, ar 
mischievous results likely to flow from such “there were no remonstrances from the 
a departure. In the manner in which the | against it. Now, any one who would co 
Arbitration matter had been discussed by | sider the matter for a moment—wou 
hon. members in the Local Governments | consider it a gross waste of the pu b 
who also held seats in this House, it might | funds and a gross breach of public duty 
be seen that gentlemen who had official | enter into such a matter without c¢ 
business to transact in other Governments sulting the parties most interested in 
could not bring that impartial mind to the | And why was there no remonstran¢e 
Why did not the Ontario Governm«s 

remonstrate with the Government of f] 


task in this House that they should. 
Domunion for entering into this work 


There was the case of the unholy trinity 

from Ontario who held seats in this House 
codification without consulting them? 
was because they were dependent uj 


yet their public duties required them to 
the Dominion Government, and their 


be elsewhere during the session. It was, 
istence could be destroyed at any mom 


therefore, quite clear that gentlemen 
holding seats in the Legislature, especially 

by the Minister of Justice. It was not m 
certain that spring would succeed win 


Cabinet Ministers, should not have seats 
than that the Government of Ont 


in this House, This principle was re- 

cognized by the Legislature of New Bruns. 

wick, and to a certain extent. by Ontario | would be swept out of existence be 
and Quebee, for it would be seen a com- | the end of March (laughi 
paratively small number were elected for | Hon. gentleman laughed, but there 
both Houses. It was quite evident that | nothing more certain. Now, what w 
the members of Local Governments who | be the position of that Government i 
held seats in this Parliament were not in- | Minister of Justice were a supporter | 


Mr. Mills. 


oting in the House 
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as the Minister of Militia was a supporter 
of the Government of Quebec? Was it 
not clear that the Lieutenant Governor 
would be supposed to intrigue against his 
own Cabinet, and in favour of those who 
had given him the position he held, and 
could take it from him at any moment. 
The Government had devised a system 
which would make the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor a mere dependent on a gentleman 
who was antagonistic to him. They knew 
very well that the Lieutenant Governor 
would not dare to. give his support 
to those gentlemen who were 
in opposition to the Minister of Militia, 
even though the majority 'of the House 
‘sustained Her Majesty’s advisers. There 
was another consideration. This House 
had unfortunately been given the veto 
power over measures of the Local Legis- 
lature. Now he asked if a number of 
gentlemen holding seats in both Houses 
who supported the Government here 
and were opposing the Government of the 
Local Legislature would not havea strong 
disposition here to press the Government 
to abuse that veto power which they pos. 
sess. These were some of the mischievous 
results which were certain to flow out ofthe 
present system, apart from those that had 
been practically developed during the past 
three years. They had been told on a 
former occasion that a measure of this 
kind was trenching on the choice of the 
people. He could notsee how it applied 
in this case. Why declare that the judges, 
minors, aliens and persons not having 
certain property qualifications were inelig- 
able to hold seats in this House? Why 
did they interfere withthe choice of the 
people in all these matters? It was be 
cause if these things were permitted 
abuses would grow up out of them from 
party and other considerations. If the 
election to this ‘‘ House of members of the 
Local Legislatures was likely to interfere 
with the “ Independence of Parliament,”’ 
or the independence of the Local Govern- 
ment’’ it was sufficient consideration for 
the adoption of this Bill. Certain 
honourable members in this House 
admitted that the principle of the mea- 
sure was good, but, they opposed it as 
emenating from the Opposition. He 
thought that he had stated a sufficient 
number of considerations in favour of this 
measure to justify the House in its adop- 
tion, and he had no doubt that the motion 
for the “second reading’’ would be car- 
ried. 

Mr. DREW opposed the motion. He 
did not see why the principle of compul. 
sion should be applied in any case—why 
the people of Ontario and Quebec should 
not be allowed to send here whom they 
pleased. He thought the feeling of the 
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House was that it was for the Local Legis- 
latures to deal with this matter. The ques- 
tion was in the hands of the people, whose 
duty it was to decide whether they would 
send the same person to both Housés. 
He moved the six months’ hoist. 

Mr. HARRISON said there was nothing 
new to be said on this subject, which had 
been so often discussed. He still failed to 
see any reason why the liberty of the peo- 
ple should be interfered with, or why men 
elected to one Legislature should not be 
eligible for another. There was no more 
reason for excluding the member of one 
legislature from the other, than for ex- 
cluding the member of a township Council 
from a county Council. He saw no ab- 
stract reason against the right of the peo- 
ple to send the same men to both legisla- 
tures (hear, hear). 

Mr. BODWELL argued that popular 
rights were restrained in various ways, such 
as the property qualification for entrance 
into Parliament, and allowing oftice-holders 
to sit in Parliament. He contended the 
example of Nova Scotia, which allowed 
only single representation, was deserv- 
ing of imitation, and that this House had a 
right to deal with the question, and that 
now was the proper time. 

Mr. F. JONES argued that the people 
ought to be allowed to exercise their full 
rights and power in regard to the elections 
for both Legislatures. The power of the 
people conveyed by the constitution 
should not be thus early curtailed, and in 
the absence of any proved necessity. 

Mr. MASSON of Terrebone contended 
that there was no reason for interfering 
with the constitution as it stood—no reason 
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for an Ontario majority, or any majority 
from other Provinces, thrusting its opin- 
ions down the throats of the people of 
Quebec. The people should be left in pos- 
session of their present privileges till a 


good case for a change was made out. He 
deprecated hasty alterations of 
the constitution, and warned 
members against invading the 


rights of other provinces, or coercing their 
inhabitants in the manner contemptated 
by the proposer of this innovation (cheers). 
Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) said it had been 
stated that if the people chose to elect 
any gentleman who had a seat in the Local 
Legislature to represent them in that 
House they ought to be allowed to do so. 
On the same principle, why should not the 
people be allowed to elect a gentleman 
holding position under the Government ? 
Why should they not judge of his indepen- 
dence in the one case as well as in the 
other. The people were not allowed to 
elect a person in the one case, because it 
was thought it would do mischief. Refer- 
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ence had been made to the action of the 
Local Legislatures in the matter. They 
were no doubt the proper judges as to 
who should sit in their House, and the 
Dominion Parliament should also judge for 
itself. It had also been said that the 
Local Governments of Ontario and Quebec 
had voted down the principle, but he said 
that the Ontario Government had really 
upheld it, but our 
compelled todo as the others did, as it 
could not place its people ina different 
position from those of other Provinces. He 
considered that great harm resulted from 
members of the Local Governments being 
present in the Dominion House, as he 
knew many instances in which they had 
been compelled to vote against their con- 
victions. He also remembered reading that 
an hon. gentleman, now a member of the 
Government, had influenced twenty votes 
by an hours’ speech, and 1t was well known 
how he himself had spoken of his influence. 
He concluded by reiterating his opinion as 
to the good effects to be derived from the 
passing of the Bill he had moved. 


Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury, N.B.), made a 
few remarks in support of the measure. 


Hon. Sir A. 'T. GALY said he had voted 
during the last session in favour of the 
Bill now before the House, and would 
have been prepared to give the same vote 
on the present occasion, if the experience 
of the past year had not led him to be- 
lieve that it would be better to let the 
matter stand for the present. ‘This change 
in his mind arose out of the circumstances 
of the Province of Quebec. The feeling in 
Quebec had become more fully declared 
in favor of the dual representation than it 
had been a year before. A year ago the 
Bill for rendering members of the Local 
Legislature ineligible to sit in the Domin- 
ion Parliament, had been lost by about 
fifteen. This year it had been lost by 
twenty-four. Referring to the fact that in 
Quebec they had two distinct races, whose 
representation had been protected by of- 
ficial enactments in the British North 
America Act, 1867, and as representing a 
portion of the minority in that Province, 
he thought it a great advantage to have 
present in theDominion Parliament, gentle- 
men of French Canadian origin, who form 
a majority of the Government of Quebec, 
They naturally believed that the interests 
they had most at heart received a certain 
amount of indirect protection at the hands 
of that House, but he thought it useful 
that members of the Local Governments 
should have seats in that House. At the 
same time if he could see that the inde- 
pendence of the House was seriously en- 
dangered by these gentlemen being there, 
he confessed that the greater importance 
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ot freeing the House from all improper 
influence should outweigh the local con- 
sideration. There was no doubt that there 
was a connection between the Dominion 
Government and those of the Provinces, 
which had arisen naturally from the cir- 
cumstances attending Confederation. The 
Governments of Ontario and Quebec had 
naturally harmonised in political views with 
the Dominion Government, but that state 
of things could not be expected to con- 
tinue for ever, and in time to come there 
might be a Conservative Government in 
the Provinces, with a Liberal one at Otta- 
wa, or the reverse. It was quite clear that 
under these circumstances the influence of 
the Dominion Government over the Local 
would amount to nothing, but at the same 
time the responsibility towards the people 
of the country would rather be increased, 
as there would be a double check. 
He could not help noticing the re- 
ference made to Nova Scotia, and 
he thought it was not clear that 
that Province would not have been better 
off had its Government been represented 
here. For instance the preceding night a 
case had occurred in connection with 
which he had been taken to task by the 
hon. member for Cumberland on account 
of the view he had expressed, in which if 
amember of the Provincial Government 
had been present he could have explained 
the case fully, He thought the presence 
of members of Local Governments in that. 
House was by no means open to the same 
objection as that of persons holding places 


a 


of emolument under the Government, and. — 


if the presence of members of the Govern- 
ments was not injurious, still less was. 
that of ordinary members. Confederation 
was still an experiment, and as they were 
then on the eve of the Local elections in 
Ontario and Quebec, when the people 
could easily make their wishes known, he 
thought it would be unwise to alter the 
system. Having voted in favour of the 
Bill last year, and haying for the reasons 
he had mentioned come to the conclusion 


_ that his duty required that he should now 


give a different vote, he had ventured to 
delay the House a short time to explain 
his reasons for the change. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL (Lanark) said 
his position was somewhat different from 
that of the hon. gentleman who had just 
spoken. Whenhe sat on the other side of 
the House he had felt it his duty to vote 
against the proposition submitted by the 
member for Bothwell, but he was now 
free from every influence except that of 
duty to his constituents asan independent 
member of the House. He intended to 
vote as he had voted before, for the reason 


that asa Liberal, as a Reformer, he did 


not desire to restrict the free choice of 
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the people, or attempt to dictate who they 
should or should not elect as their repre- 
sentatives. It seemed to him that if the 
people were intelligent, and they were in. 
telligent in this Dominion, they would ap- 
ply a remedy if any evil was found to re- 
sult from dual election. He held 
that the whole theory of disqualifying and 
qualifying laws, and in fact ofall restric- 
tive laws, in these matters was wrong in 
principle, and an interference with the 
exercise of the franchise. Itis true that 
the experience of the Mother Country as 
well as our own had justified restrictions 
and disqualifications in particular cases 
where abuses had been really found to 
exist. What he complained ofon the part 
of his friend the member for Bothwell, 
was that he pushed his theories and philo- 
sophic views too far for the practical age 
and country in which he lived. He be- 
lieved that in the new experiment of 
Confederation, 1t was no objection that the 
Governments of the Dominion and Pro- 
vinces were in accord and working together 
harmoniously; it was rather an ad- 
vantage. He feared his hon. friend 
had gone a iittle further than the 
expression he had used implied, 
that of securing the ‘‘ Independence” of 
Parliament. lt might be desirable in a 
party view to be able to detach the power- 
ful influence of the different Provincial 
Governments from the Government of the 
Dominion. He, however, asone of those 
responsible to his constituents and the 
country for the new system of Govern- 
ment, was determined to endeavour to 
make the experiment a success, and until 
British North America was consolidated, 
until allthe Provinces were working 
‘under the new constitution, he had no de- 
sire to add to the antagonisms and hostili- 
ties between the several Provinces arising 
out of the circumstances preceding the 
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Union. When an abuse was found, when 
measures of public utility were 
delayed by reason of the 


presence of members of the Local Gov- 
ernments in that House, then he would 
yield to the force of that argument, but at 
present, having listened to the reasous 
given in support of the Bill, he had been 
unable to see during four years of most 
successful government that had elapsed 
since Confederation, any sufficient reason 
for adding to or modifying the constitu- 
tion in that respect. He thought there 
was great force in the argument, that as 
they were on the eve of new elections, it 
would be better to await the expression of 
the opinion of the people, than to assume 
by any action taken now that a change 
was desirable. The change in the vote of 
the Quebec Assembly was a procf that 
the first view of the question, which scemed 


[FEBRUARY 28, 1871 | 


Representation. 206 
to have carried the Local Legislatures of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, had 
changed, and that change was a strong 
argument that the Dominion Parliament 
should hesitate before attempting to over- 
ride the views of the Pare ‘lhe 
question had been discussed in the Ontario 
Legislature, and the member for West 
Durham, with all his great ability and 
eloquence, had failed to convince that 
body that it was inadvisable to allow mem- 
bers of that House to sit in the Dominion 
Parliament, and he was inclined to think 
that in the new Assembly there would be 
a strong disposition to re- 
peal the Act which prevents members 
of the Ontario Government from sitting 
in this House. Avery important matter 
had been discussed, namely,the division of 
property between the two Provinces, and 
every one must admit the very great bene- 
fit that had been derived in that discus- 
sion, both before this House and in the 
Committees, from the presence of hon. 
gefitlemen from Ontario who had given 
their special attention to the matter, and 
were able to furnish valuable information 
which would not otherwise have been ob- 
tained. He was therefore not prepared to 
support the measure of the member for 
Bothwell, until it could be shewn that 
abuses really existed which a restrictive 
law alone could prevent. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER would not have 
spoken on this occasion but for a remark 
made by the member for Lambton on the 
passage of the reply to the address from 
the Throne, which had now been reiterat- 
ed by the member for Bothwell, as to a 
remark which they alleged he had made . 


when addressing his constituents 
on the occasion of his re- 
cently soliciting re-election. They 


alleged that he had then boasted of 
the great influence he had over members 
from Nova Scotia in that House, and he 
thought it was due to those members to 
state that the expression he had used 
would in no way bear the construction 
that had been put upon it. If he had not 
replied to,the remark of the member for 
Lambton when it was uttered, it was only 
because he did not consider it necessary, 
but as the matter had now been repeated 
he thought he ought to make some ex- 
planation. 


Mr. BLAKE rose to a point of order, 
maintaining that as the member for Cum- 
berland had not replied to the member for 
Lambton at the time, and as the member for 
Lambton was not in his seat, he (Hon. Dr. 
Tupper) had no right to bring up the 
matter then. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER acknowledged the call 
to order, and said he would simply confine 
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himself to the refutation of the statement | prive Ontario and Quebec of the privilege 


as made by the member for Bothwell. In 
his address to his constituents he had ex- 
plained that when his honourable friend 
the Secretary of State for the Provinces 
had felt it his duty to change his attitude 
with regard to Confederation he had been 
proud to become his humble follower, and 
when that hon. gentleman felt it to be his 
duty to assist to work out the grest insti- 
tutions which he found it impossible to 
oppose, he felt it his duty to assist him. 
He had never said anything to lead any- 
one to suppose he wielded any undue 
influence over the members from Nova 


Scotia. The attitude of hostility 
taken invariably by the leading 
members of the Opposition as 


regards Nova Scotian interests, left no 
option to the representatives of that pro- 
vince, but that of supporting the Adminis- 
tration. Having watched the operation 
of the dual representation, he thought it 
would ill become him to endeavour to 
force the views and principles of Nova 
Scotia members upon the unwilling mem- 
bers for the great Provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec. The success of Confederation had 
been greater in the Provinces enjoying 
dual representation. There had been more 
harmony between the Government of the 
Dominion and the Local Governments of 
the Provinces enjoying this system, than 
had existed as regards the other Provinces. 
The country gained much from having in 
both legislatures the same men, as res- 
pects greater harmony between the differ- 
ent portions and governments of the 
Federation. He would heartily oppose this 
unnecessary motion. 


Mr, BLAKE said he was willing to vin- 
dicate the part of himself and the Opposi- 
tion with regard to Nova Scotia. They 
had freely consented to all measures con- 
sistent with its full rights, but to nothing 
more. But they had not thought it their 
duty to do anything proper in an improper 
way. With regard to the alleged advan- 
tage of local ministers attendance in this 


House, there was another side to the 
picture. Now it was argued _ that 
the progress of Confederation was 


accelerated because the local Govern- 
ments were represented here. Sup- 
pose they disagreed with the Federal Min- 
istry. In that case, the cause of Confedera- 
tion might be as much retarded or 
damaged as it was said it was now bene- 
fitted. 


Mr. CARMICHAEL explained that in 
the Nova Scotia Legislature he had op- 
posed the Bill of Dr. Tupper, to abolish 
dual representation, and was quite con- 
sistent in his intention to oppose the pre- 
sent motion. He had no desire to de- 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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LL 


of representation in both Legislatures. 


The amendment was then put to: the 
vote with the following result. Yeas, 74: 
nays, o4. 

Yras— Messrs. Ault, Beaty, Bellerose, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burton, 
Cameron (Peel), Caron, Cartier, Sir George 
E., Cartwright, Cayley, Chauveau, Cimon, 
Colby, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford 
(Leeds), Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Fortin, Galt, Sir Alexander T., 
Gaucher, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, 
Grover, Harrison, Heath, Holmes, Howe, 
Irvine, Jackson, Jones (Leeds and Gren- 
ville), Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Lapum, 
Lawson, Little, McDonald (Middlesex), 
Masson (Terrebonne), ‘McCallum, Mc- 
Dougall (Lanark), McDougall (Three 
Rivers), McKeagney, Moffatt, Morris, Mor- 
rison (Niagara), Munroe,’ Perry, Pinson- 
neault, Pope, Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ryan (Montreal West), Shanly, Simard, 
Simpson, Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, 
Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, 
Willson, Wright (Ottawa County).—74. 


Nays—Messrs. Anglin, Barthe, Bechard, 
Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, 
Burpee, Cameron (Huron), Carmichael, 
Cheval, Coffin, Connell, Costigan, Coupal, 
Delorme, Ferris, Forbes, Fortier, Fournier, 
Godin, Hagar, Holton, Kempt, MarFarlane, 
Magill, McConkey, McDougall (Renfrew), 
McMonies, Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.), 
Oliver, Paquet, Pearson, Pelletier, Redford, 
Ross (Dundee), Ross (Prince Edward), 
Ross (Victoria, N. B.), Ross, (Wellington, 
C. R), Rymal, Scatcherd, Scriver, Smith, 
Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Thompson (Ontario), Wallace, Wells, 
Workman, Wright (York, Ontario), 
Young.—54. 


On motion of Sir George E. Cartier the 
House adjourned at 10:35. 


THE SENATE. 
WepnespaY, March Ist, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock. 
NEW MEMBERS. 


Hon. Messrs. SMITH and READ were 
sworn inand took their seats as miembers 
of the Senate. 


THE ARBITRATION. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said that he would not move his resolu- 
tions respecting the Arbitration until the 
papers asked for by the hon. member for 
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the Gulf division were befure the House. 
It was requisite that the House should 
have the information in question before 
any discussion took place, and should as- 
certain the policy of the Government. 


Hon.. Mr. CAMPBELL said that. the 
course to be taken by the Dominion Gov- 
ernment would be explained by the papers 
brought down with the correspondence. 
He had now the honour of bringing down 
the papers in question which would be 
immediately printed. 


ST. PETER’S CANAL. 
Hon. Mr. MILLER said that in rising to 


make the inquiry of which he had given | 


notice on a previous day, he would take 
the opportunity of stating that the St. 
Feter’s Canal was a work in which the 
Island of Cape Breton took a deep inter- 
est, and he regretted to find that there was 
no mention of it in the circular recently 
issued by the Commissioners appointed to 
enquire into the Canal system of the Do- 
minion. A reference to a map of that 
valuable Island would show that it was 
indented by a large inland Sea, called the 
Bras D’Or Lake, which was separated from 
the ocean by a narrow isthmus a little over 
half a mile wide. Shortly before Confede- 
ration the Local Government of Nova 
Scotia, convinced of the importance of the 
work, commenced to open up communica- 
tion between the Bras D’Or Lake and the 
Atlantic, and the Canal had been ener- 
getically completed, but it was found 
to be too narrow, and shallow for the 
requirements of the class of vessels which 
ought to make use of it. Under such cir- 
cumstances, he thought that the necessity 
of improving that canal should have been 
among the matters considered by the 
Commission.The island of Cape Breton was 
divided into four counties, and had a total 
population equal to that of the neighbour- 
ing colony of Prince Edward Island. Its 
resources were very varied and not ex- 
ceeded by those of any other section of 
the Dominion of the same area. Although 
a large amount of money had been expend- 
ed on the canal, still it might in one sense 
be said to be only half completed, and in 
order to make it really beneficial to the 
people of Cape Breton, it was advisable to 
build another work of a similar kind, as a 
part of the same inland communication, 
from the Portage East Bay, to Spanish 
River which led to the coal mines of Syd- 
ney. It should be remembered that the 
island of Cape Breton had not a direct 
interest in the expenditure of the large 
public works which had been constructed 
‘in Nova Scotia proper before the Union of 
the provinces; and the expenditure on the 


canal had therefore been made as a partial | 
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equivalent for the proportion of the pub- 
lic debt which the people of the section 
in question had to pay for works which 
did not benefit them. It would ke doing 
the island a great injustice, were the sub- 
ject not taken into consideration by the 
Government and the claims of its inhabi- 
tants acknowledged. For these reasons, he 
asked permission of the House to make 
the following enquiry of the Government : 


Why in the circular dated 25th Noy- 
ember, 1870, issued by the Canal Com- 
| missioners appointed by the Privy Council 
to obtain intormation on which to base a 
plan for the improvement of the Canal 
system of the Dominion, no reference is 
made to St. Peter's Canal, in the Island of 
Cape Breton: and whether it 1s intended 
to include that work in the contemplated 
scheme of improvements? 


Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said that he could 
not allow the present occasion to pass 
without making some reference to a sub- 
ject in which he felt the deepest interest. 
Before his hon. friend who had just spoken 
had a seat in the legislature of Nova 
Scotia, he (Mr. B.) had advocated the con- 
struction of the canal, and 1t was with not 
a little surprise that he had noticed the 
omission of any reference to it in the cir- 
cular of the Commissioners. Since his ar- 
rival in Ottawa he had addressed a letter 
to the Commuissioners drawing their atten. 
tion tothe fact, and showing the neces- 
sity of enlarging the work. He had also 
stated in his letter that in order to benefit 
the Island of Cape Breton, it was necessary 
to build another canal across the portage 
between the Bras D’Or and Spanish or 
Sydney river. At present the class of 
vessels chiefly engaged in the coal. trade 
could not make use of the canal, as had 
been contemplated in the inception ofthe 
work. If 1t were the proper time he could 
show the House that the Island of Cape 
Breton had never, either before or since 
Confederation, received that consideration 
which she was entitled to. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
' canal in question had been commenced by 
| the Province of Nova Scotia and comple- 


| ted by the Dominion to the extent which 


| was contemplated at the outset. Why there 
| was no mention of the work in the cireular 
of the Commissioners he was unable to say, 
for the Government were not in their 
confidence. They had been appointed 
for the purpose of enquiring into improve- 
ments that should be made with a view to 
the interests of the Dominion. ‘The canal 
| was now the property of the Dominion, 
and he presumed that any repairs neces- 
ary would be made, but it was not in the 
contemplation of the Government to en- 
large it in any way. 
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THE INMAN LINE. Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL answered in the 
negative. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he had 
placed a notice in the paper of some inter- 
est to the people of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick as well. The people of those 
Provinces were now dependent upon 
fortnightly steamers for their communica- 
tions with England, and for the perform- 
ance of that service he believed there was 
an annual subsidy of £8,000 sterling. He 
was bound to say that much dissatisfaction 
was felt throughout Nova scotia, as to the 
manner in which the service was perform- 
ed. Soivregular and long were the pas- 
sages that the business community could 
not answer their correspondents in Eng- 


land with the expedition s9 re- 
quisite. He was instructed to 
say that the short railway link 


of Western extension would be completed 
during the existing year, and in that way 
communication had with the railway sys- 
tem of Canada and the United States. 
Therefore it was very important that any 
new contract should have reference to the 
fact that in the course of the year there 
would be continuous railway communica- 
tion with Halifax. He hoped that his hon. 
friend, the Postmaster General, would 
consider whether a fortnightly steamer 
would meet the requirements of com- 
merce, when the railway was completed. 
With these few prefatory remarks he 
would ask the Government when the 
contract between the Government and 
Messrs. Inman for carriage of mails be- 
tween Halifax and Liverpool shall expire, 
and whetherit is the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to renew the contract? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
contract between the Government and 
Messrs. Inman expired on the first of July 
next. It was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to keep up the service, and circulars 
had been also addressed to the Messrs. 
Allan and Cunard asking them for tenders. 
It was proposed to ask for tenders up to 
the time of the completion of the Inter- 
colonial Railway. No answers had yet 
been received. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER asked if the Govern- 
ment could not exercise any control with 
respect to the manner in which the ser- 
vice was performed. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied there was 
a regular contract. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER wished to knowif the 
conditions of that contract had been com- 
plied with. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could not say ot 
the contrary. 


Hon. Mr. BOURINOT asked if the ser- 
vice included connection between Halifax, 
Sydney, and St. John. 


Hon. Mr. Dickey. 


‘the Hon. Postmaster General to say it was © 


Hon. Mr. RYAN asked if the attention 
of the Government had been called toa 
mail service between Newfoundland, Hali- 
fax, and the West Indies. If there was a 
prospect of Newfoundland coming into the 
Confederation, it would be well to keep 
that service in view, in asking for tenders 
for any contract for a mail service across 
the Atlantic. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said he understood 


Si a i et A ite 


intended to make the contract contingent — 
on the completion of the whole line of the — 
Intercolonial Railway, Now, he would 
suggest whether the contract should not 
really be made with reference to that por- 
tion of the line between Amherst and 
Truro. It was certainly to be hoped that — 
portion of the road would be soon com- ; 


pleted. It would be mostly used by tra- 
vellers on their way to the United States _ 
or Montreal. . 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said in answer to 
Hon. Mr. Ryan, that the establishment of 
the line of steamers in question depended 
upon the coming of Newfoundland into — 
the Union. The Government had an | 

3 


that service very much at heart, but un- 

der existing circumstances they could not 
embark in an undertaking of such magni-— 
tude. As respects the suggestion of his 
hon. friend opposite (Hon. Mr. Botsford), - 
he was glad that it had been made, and . 
would endeavour to secure the arrange-— 
ment proposed in any new contract that : 
might be entered into. 
GENERAL BUSINESS. | 
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL laid on the table 
certain papers connected with Acts passed 
last session, in reference to Marine and 
Fisheries. | 
Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD gave notice that 
he would enquire, on Friday next, of the 
Government when that portion of the 
Intercolonial Railway between Amherst 
and Truro would be ready for trafic. | 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS presented the ang 


' nual report of the Secretary of State for 


Canada. : 


The House then adjourned. 


—— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wepvespay, March 1, 1871. 
The House met at three o’clock. 
Some petitions were read and referred 
NEW BILLS. 
Mr. SAVARY moved for leave to intr 


— 
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duce a Bill to amend section 2 of the In- 
solvent Act of 1869.—Carried. 

Mr. BROWN moved for leave to intro- 
-ducea Bill to authorise the village of 
Trenton to impose and collect harbour 
dues and for other purposes.—Carried. 


Message from 


REPORTS. 


Hon, Mr. Dunkin presented the report 
of the Minister of Agriculture under the 
Census Act, 


MESSAGES. ° 


A message from His Excellency was 
submitted by Sir Geo. Cartier, containing 
_acopy of the agreement between the Im- 
perial and Canadian Governments relative 
to the Manitoba Act, with copies, in 
draught, of the bill presented to the Im 
perial Parliament on the subject. Also 
copies of the agreement between the Do- 
-minion Government and Governments of 
Ontario and Quebec, with other docu- 
ments respecting the award of the arbi. 
trators. 


Hon. Mr HOLTON thought the Minis- 
ter of Militia the other day promised to 
announce the action proposed to be taken 
by the Government on this subject. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said if the 
hon. gentleman looked at the papers he 
would discover the action of the Govern- 
ment with regard to the Arbitration. 
There was an Order in Council by His Ex- 
cellency which formed part of the docu- 
ments now submitted. . 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested the read- 
ing of the Order in Council, because it was 
the essence of the communications. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—No objec- 
tion whatever (cheers and laughter). 


The Clerk then read : 


An Order of Council of date 27th Feb. 
concuring with the following report of 
the Hon. Minister of Justice in refer- 
ence to the Arbitration between the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec: 


In the matter of the arbitration under the 
British North America Act, 1867, between 
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec 
referred to the undersigned, he has the 
honour to report that under the 142nd sec- 
tion of the said Act the following Arbitra. 
tors were appointed, viz: The Hon- 
David Lewis Macpherson by the Govern- 
ment of @ntario, the Hon. Charles Dewey 
Day by the Government of Quebec, and 


the Hon. John Hamilton Gray, (of St. | 
John, New Brunswick), by the Govern-_ 


ment of Canada, his appointment dating 
from March 2ist, 1868. That by a des- 


patch from the Lieutenint Governor of | 
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Quebec to the Secretary of State for the 
Provinces, bearing date the 11th July last, 
an order of the Executive Council of that 
Province was transmitted for the consider- 
ation of His Excellency the Governor Gen- 
eral which order in Council sets forth that: 
Whereas the Hon. J. H. Gray has_ resided 
for more than one year, and has become a 
resident in the Province of Ontario, and 
has become thereby disqualified to act as 
such Arbitrator, it has become the duty 
of this Province to object to the said Hon. 
John H. Gray acting as such Arbitrator. 
That by a despatch of the same date, the 
Lieutenant Governor transmitted two 
letters dated 9th July, from the Hon. 
Charles Dewey Day addressed to the 
Provincial Secretary of Quebec 
resigning his appointment as Arbitrator 
under the section above cited. That by 
a subsequent ‘lespatch of the 19th July, 
the Lieutenant Governor submitted a 
copy of an order of his Council accepting 
the resignation of Mr. Day as the Arbitra- 
tor named for the Province of Quebec. 
That by a letter dated the 5th Sept, 
Messrs. Gray and Macpherson, the other 
two Arbitrators, transmitted a copy of the 
award made by them under the said Act, 
stating that such an award had been made 
in duplicate, and sent also to the Govern- 
ments of Ontario and Quebec, that the 
award is signed only by Messrs. Gray and 
Macpherson, and after reciting that the 
three Arbitrators were appointed by the 
several Governments as above mentioned, 
proceeds to state that “ the said Arbitra- 
tors having taken upon themselves the 
burthen of this said Arbitration, the said 
John Hamilton Gray and David Lewis 
Macpherson being a majority of the said 
Arbitrators, do hereby award, order, and 
adjudge of and upon the premises as fol- 
lows, that is to say, &c., &c., &c., that by 
a despatch trom the Lieutenant Governor 
of Quebec, dated the 14th September, a 
copy of an order of the Executive Council 
of Quebec was transmitted, protesting for 
the reasons therein given against any 
force or validity being given to the pre- 
tended judgment or award of the said 
two Arbitrators by the Federal authority, 
and advising of the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to appeal for redress and justice 
in every constitutional mode, which it is 
the privilege of British subjects under the 
Crown to exercise when suffering under 
injustice or wrong from the hands of any.”’ 
That by a subsequent despatch, dated 22nd 
December last, from the Lieut.-Gevernor 


‘he transmitted an address from the Legis- 


lative Council and Legislative Assembly of 
the Province of Quebec, to His Excellency 
the Governor General, setting out that the 
Hon. J. H. Gray having taken up his rest- 
dence at Ottawa, the Government of 
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Quebec have deemed it incumbent to pro- 
test against his continuing in office, and to 
express their conviction that the decision 
of the Arbitrators should be unanimous ; 
that the Arbitrator appointed by the Pro- 
vince of Quebec resigned his office; that 
such resignation was accepted, and that 
the Government of Quebec at the same 
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time protested against any ulterior action on | 


the part of the Commission which was thus 
rendered incomplete; that Messrs. Gray 
and Macpherson, notwithstanding such re- 
presentation, entered upon the examina- 
tion of the questions submitted by the two 
Provinces without the Province of Quebec 
being in any way represented, and made 
their award against which the Lieut.-Gov- 
ernor of Quebec protested as unjust and 
illegal; that the injustice of the pretended 
award is evident from the facts stated in 
the address; that the pretended award is 
absolutely illegal, null and void, for the 
reason therein set forth, and as having 
been rendered by two Arbitrators, who, 
by the resignation of their colleagues, re- 
mained without power or jurisdiction: 
‘hat, therefore, the intention of the 
‘‘ British North America Act’? had not 
been carried out, and no title has been 
conferred upon either Province in relation 
to the credits, properties, and assets, 
which it was the duty of the said Arbitra- 
tors to apportion and divide between the 
two Provinces. Thit the Province of Que- 
bec can neither submit to its property be- 
ing disposed of, or to any sum whatever 
being exacted from it, nor can it accept 
any property credits or assets in virtue of 
the pretepded award, and will resist by 
all the means within its power the execu- 
tion of the said pretended award, 
claiming as it does, that justice be done, 
and that its rights as represented by the 
British North America Act be maintained, 
they therefore pray that His Excellency 
the Governor General will be pleased to 
adopt such measures as are best calculated 
to ensure justice to that Province. 


The case stands thus .— 


Vhe Government of Ontario maintains | 
The Govern. | 


the validity of the award. 


ment of Quebec contends that it is alto. | 


gemior sMegal and vor? mad, declines: it |. sinister of Miles Gimmes aaa 


intention of appealing for redress and 
justice in every constitutional mode, and 
the Legislature of Quebec also protesting 
against its validity asks the Governor Gen- 
eral to adopt measures to protect the 
rights of that Province. Now the 
Government of Canada has no power 


or means of interfering between the par- | 


ties, or of inforcing tLe award as valid or 
setting it aside as invalid, or of granting 
the means of redress or the measure of 
protection sought for by the Legislature 


Hon. Sir Geo. E. Cartier. 
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of Quebec. It is for the Government of 
Ontario if it desires to enforce the award 
to take such steps as it may be advised 
that the law allows for that purpose, and 
it is for the Province of Quebec to take 
the necessary legal steps to resist any ac- 
tion on the part of that of Ontario. If 
the question of the validity of the award 
becomes a matter of litigation either Pro- 
vince will have the power of carrying it by 
appeal from the decision of any inferior 
tribunal to the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council, as the Court of last re- 
sort. If the Governments of the two 
Provinces were to agree in a statement or 
special case with the view of submitting 
the question of the validity of the 
award to the Judicial Committee, it would 
be the duty of His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General in being prayed so to do to 
transmit such special case to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies with a 
request that it should be submitted 
to such judicial committee for their opin- 
ion under the 4th clause of the Imperial 
Act, 3 and 4 William, 4th, chapter 41, 
If the two Governments do not agree up- 
on a joint submission of the case it will be 
in the power of either Government to pray 
Her Majesty to refer the case as stated by 
it for the opinion of the judicial commit- 
tee. As it is obvious that if the Governor 
in Council were to assume to decide the 
questions in dispute the Province against 
which such decision would be given 
would not accept or submit to it, and as 
such decision would have no legal force 
whatever, the undersigned recommends 
that no expression of opinion be given by 
His Excellency in Council; and for the 
same reasons the undersigned refrains 
from making any report on the legal 
questions under present circumstances, 
and untilthe questions raised respecting 
the award are settled by judicial decision 
the undersigned is of opinion that no ac- 
tion with respect to it can properly be 
taken by the Governor in Council. 


(Signed, ) 
JOHN A. MACDONALD. 


thon. Mr. HOLTON reminded the Hon. 


enough to volunteer any information the 
House might want on the subject. 
Several members—en Francais ! 
The papers having been 
French, 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said at least one im- 
portant paper relating to this subject was 
notincluded, This order in Council bore 
date Feb. 27. The report of the Minister 
of Justice on which it was founded, was — 
dated 25th Feb. A payment to the Pro- 


read in 
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vinces became duein January. He as- 
sumed it was made in some form, and 
that the Government being in possession 
of the award, some decision must have 
been come to prior to that payment. The 
order upon which it was made must be an 
order in Council, without which the papers 
were not complete. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he had 
much pleasure in informing the hon. gen- 
tleman there was no such paper. The 
Government had taken no action on the 
award. The payments were made to the 
Provinces on the same footing as former- 
ly. 
Hon. Mr, HOLTON— How could they 
have been made in the face of the award 
without the Government deciding to act 
on it or disregard it ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—That was 
the fact. In January the award was in 
possession of the Government, as also the 
protest from the Quebec Government. The 
Canadian Government thought proper irre- 
spective of the award to make the pay- 
ments as before. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—There is no record 
_ of such decision. 


Hon. SIR GEO. E. CARTIER—The fact 
of the payment was as good. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS repeated this state- 
ment, adding that the old payments had 
to be made till an order was given to the 
contrary. 


MOTIONS. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU, on the presentation 
of the correspondence and papers in con- 
nection with the arbitrators award, moved 
their reference to the Committee on 
Printing—Carried. 


QUESTIONS. 


Mr. RENAUD—Asked whether it is 
the intention of the Government to make, 
during the present session, any change in 
the ‘Tariff under which the consumers of 
flour in the Maritime Provinces are the 
principal sufferers ? 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—I hope at an early 
day to state the intentions of the Govern. 
ment, 

Hon. Sir A. T, GALT—To make a flow. 
ery statement. (Laughter.) 

Hon. Mr. SMITH asked—Whether it 1s 
the intention of the Government to make 
provision for the uniformity of the laws re- 
lative to property and civil rights under 
the authority of the 94th clause ot the 
British North America Act ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied Gov- 
ernment did not intend to do more than 
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was done the other day, namely, submit to 
the consideration of the House the preli- 
minary report of Col. Gray. 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL asked—Whether 
in the account transmitted to the British 
Government for the expenses incurred by 
Canada, in consequence of Fenian raids, 
the expense incurred by New Brunswick 
for like services previous to Confederation 
was included. 


Hon. Sir GEO. HE. CARTIER replied 
The Government has transmitted to the 
Imperial Government the claims for in- 
demnity for any losses that may have 
been incurred either by the Dominion 
Government, any of the Provinces, or any 
inhabitant in any part. 


Mr. THOMPSON asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to re-estab- 
lish the money order office at the Indiana 
Post Office, Province of Ontario; if so, 
when; if not, why not? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—The office was sus- 
pended in consequence of the inability of 
the Postmaster to carry on the business 
correctly. The Government, unhappily, 
were not more fortunate in the appoint- 
ment of a successor, for the same difficulty 
arose. A new appointment had been 
made, and measures were now in progress 
to re-establish the money order office at 
that place. 

Mr. FORTIN asked whether the govern- 
ment have received any communications 
from the Goverments of Ontario or Quebec, 
respecting a proposed settlement of the 
surplus debts and assets of the late Pro- 
vince of Canada? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E- CARTIER replied 
that neither the Government nor any of 
the members of the Government had re- 
ceived any communication on the subject 
from the Government of Ontario, but 
some of the members ofthe Dominion Goy- 
ernment had received communications 
from members of the Quebec Cabinet, 
suggesting a mode of settling the difficulty. 
It was this: that the Dominion Govern- 
ment should assume the surplus (hear, 
hear). 

Hen. Mr. HOLTON—Is the record of 
this application among the papers sub- 
mitted ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—No, there is 
no record, it is simply a fact (hear, hear, 
and laughter). 

Mr. CAMERON, of Huron, moved 
for an order of the House fora return of 
Insurance Companies which had 
made deposits required by 
the law enacted last year ? 
He said that there was a great deal of 
doubt in the minds of policy holders, es- 
pecially in the constituency he represent- 
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ed, as to whether they were sufficiently 
protected by that Act. Within the last 
year or so, a large number of toreign 1n- 
surance companes had failed, and policy- 
holders were victimized. He asked for 
these returns because he understood that 
the Government proposed to introduce a 
measure affecting insurance companies. 
He hoped it would be such a one as would 
more effectually protect policy holders 
than the one now in operation. The 
list of companies which had complied with 
the Act and deposited the amounts re- 
quired with the Government, he under- 
stood had been published in the Canada 
Gazette. It might as well have been 
published in the court journal of Madagas- 
car, if such a journal was ever issued, as 
in the Canada Gazette. It would be much 
better to publish that list in some influ- 
ential newspaper—the Globe for instance— 


and then the public might know which. 


companies had complied with the require- 
ments of the Act. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
could be no objection to furnishing the 
information required. He took the oppor- 
tunity of saying that, notwithstanding the 
very great abuse which had been heaped 
upon the Government for introducing and 
passing that Act, he had reason to believe 
that it gave the public substantial protec- 
tion. The Government would not be 
turned from increasing that protection to 
the public, notwithstanding this abuse. 
Those who made a business of denouncing 
the administration had assailed the meas- 
ure as one for increasing the funds in the 
Treasury (hear, hear). He was in a posi- 
tion to say that during the past year the 
Government had been embarrassed by the 
operations of that Act—that they did not 
want money, and money was sometimes 
paid them which they did not want and 
would rather not be embarrassed with. 


When reference was made to the Act now | 
in operation, and complaint was made that | 
it did not give sufficient protection, his | 


hon. friend must remember that the 
Opposition assailed it when it 
was introduced for containing a provis- 
ion which afforded that very protection. 

Mr. GIBBS (Ontario) thought that if the 
Act was intended to be for the benefit of 
Canadian policy holders the funds in the 
hands of the Government should be held 
solely for their benefit. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that if the ob- 
ject of the Bill were to bring money into 
the treasury it had been exceedingly well 
contrived to attain that object, and his 
own impression was that had really been 
the primary object. If, on the other 
hand, the protection of Canadian policy 
holders had been the object in view, it 
had been most unfortunately framed. 


Mr. Cameron. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS would 
postpone the discussion of the merits of the 
case until a future occasion when the Bill 
proposed to be submitted had been 
brought down. If the hon. gentleman 
then found that hecould in any way 1m- 
prove what was proposed by the Govern- 
ment he would have full opportunity of 
endeavoring to do so. He admitted that 
there was a distinction between companies, 
as it had been found impossible to treat 
mutual companies as other companies 
were treated, and the point was one de- 
serving of the greatest consideration. The 
deposits made by mutual companies were 
not entirely for the benefit of Canadian 
policy holders but those made by other 
companies were, andin a recent case in 
which the position of an insurance com- 
pany had caused some alarm, the deposit 
was held entirely for the benefit and pro- 
téction of Canadian insurers. 


The motion was carried. 


Companies 


NORTH WEST. 


The next motion before the House was 
one which had been made by Mr. Blake, 
that the House should resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider cer- 
tain resolutions on the subject of the ad- 
mission of Rupert’s Land and the North 
Western Territory into the Union, and the 
Legislation in reference to the same. 

Mr. Blake said that the matter to which 
the motion he had made had reference, 
heing affected by the paper which had 
been brought down that day he thought 
it would not be advisable to proceed 
with the matter until those papers had 
been printed and placed in the hands of 
the members, and he proposed therefore 
to let the matter stand over. 


Motion allowed to stand, 
LIQUOR INSPECTION FUND. ° 


Mr. BOURASSA moved that on Mon- 
day next the House should go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole. to consider certain 
resolutions for the creation of a fund to 
be denominated “The Liquor Inspection 
Fund,’’ &c. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS sail that in the in- 
terval preceding the day named, he would 
consider the resolutions and be prepared 
to state his opinion of the subject. 

Motion carried. 


HARBOUR OF REFUGE AT RIMOUSKI. 
Mr. FOURNIER (Bellechasse) moved an 


| address for copies of all corresponden ce, 


Orders in Council, and reports in connec- 
tion with a survey, made with a view to 
the construction of a Harbour of Refuge 
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at Rimouski, with the estimated cost of | the Intercolonial Railway steamers would 


the harbour. He then addressed the House 
in French on the subject, pointing out how 
important it was that such a harbor should 
be constructed, as steamers of the Allan 
line and others would be able to go in 
there all the year round, and also showing 
that it was absolutely necessary in the 
interest of the safe navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. 


Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN replied in French, 
explaining the steps which the Govern- 
ment had taken in the matter. 


Mr. FORTIN (Gaspé) said he considered 
the matter was one of very great impor- 
tance. He had seen, with pleasure, the 
intention of the Government to construct 
a Harbour of Refuge in some part of the 
Lower St. Lawrence. From what the 
Minister of Public Works has stated, it 
seems that on the recommendation of the 
Chief Engineer of the Intercolonial Rail- 
way, @ survey had been made about 
Rimouski, and no one could doubt the 
great necessity for such a work when 
it was remembered that from 
the entrance into the River 
up to Quebec there was not a single har- 
bour(except one on the North shore cilled 
the Seven Islands, which was altogether 
out of the way) where a vessel could be 
safely anchored. When the Intercolonial 
Railway should be in operation, connecting 
the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick with the centre of Cenada. 
Such atharbour would be especially import- 
ant and he thought it was their duty to see 
whether they could not assist nature and 
find some place where the vessels could 
stop in safety, some 12 or 20 hours before 
they could reach Quebec, where they 
could put mails and passengers ashore and 
send them to the South and to the West. 
This harbor of refuge at Rimouski other, 
neighbourhood, he did not care where 
would not only be useful as establishing a 
Port on the Lower St. Lawrence, but would 
also be of great benefit to the Northern 
parts of New Brunswick, as the people of 
that part of the country would thereby be 
brought nearer, not only to Europe, but 
also to Ontario and Quebec. Persons or 
goods from Europe destined for new Bruns- 
wick could be landed at this harbor and at 
once transported to their destinations by 
means of ;the Intercolonial: Railway at a 
less cost, and very much more speedily 
than by any other route. It was well 
known that it was difficult to get any of the 
steamers plying between New York and 
England to call at St. John, N, B., as al. 
though it was a fine port it was somewhat 
out of the way of the track of those 
steamers. Halifax wasnot so situated, and 
no doubt when it became the terminus of 
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call there more frequently th nut presen ; 
but St. John could seurcely ever get 
mail steamer to call there. The whole 
Northern part of New Brunswick was with- 
out a steamer, while if there were a har- 
bour where vessels could call safely at all 
times of the day or night, that want would 
be supplied. He thought the Government 
could certainly not be blamed for having 
had an exploration to ascertain whether a 
Harbour of Refuge could be constructed 
in the neighborhood in question. 

Dr. ROBITAILLE— The Government 
were right in getting a survey or explora- 
tion made of the harbour and vicinity of 
Rimouski, with the view of building a har- 
bour of refuge. The want of such accommo- 
dation has been felt at all times for 
steamers as well as for sailing vessels ; for 
schooners as well as for ships sailing on 
the gulf and river St. Lawrence. Also, 
there is no doubt, as the Hon. Minister of 
Public Works has said, that a harbour in 
that vicinity, in connection with the Inter- 
colonial railway, would shorten the dis- 
tance by several hours between Europe 
and Canada; but if the Government is in 
earnest on this point, they should extend 
the explorations further down. I am sure 
that when such an important subject is in 
question local interest will not be allowea 
to come into play, and that the Govern. 
ment well understand that the public in- 
terest will be better served by widening 
their sphere of information. A survey of 
the north shore of the Baie des Chaleurs will 
show that that coast is free of ice, free of 
fog, and offers easy access io steamers — 
for the twelve months of the year in the 
harbour between New Carlisle and Paspe- 
biac points—that mails and passengers from 
Europe landed their in winter as well as in 
summer will reach, by the Intercolonial 
Railway,eMontreal or Toronto in less time 
than if landed. at Rimouski or Halifax. 
You remember, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Chief Engineer of the Intercolonial Rail- 
way, in his report, recommended that the 
harbour of Shippigan should be selected for 
a Winter as well as a summer harbour, be- 
cause it was the shortest route from 
Kurope. At the time of this recommend- 
ation people in the vicinity knew well 
that Shippigan was an impossibility as 
a winter harbour, because it lies on the 
south shore of Baie des Chaleurs, and the 
North winds, always prevalent in winter 
time; keep that shore blocked with ice 
and inaccessible. For the same reason the 
South Shore of the St. Lawrence River is 
inaccessible in winter, while from the same 
cause the North Shore of Baie des Chaleurs 
is free from ice and quite accessible at all 
times. Ihave lived in Baie des Chaleurs 
for the last thirteen years, and have never 
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seen ice to prevent a steamer from coming 
to Paspebiac or New Carlisle in the coldest 
‘months of winter, and I seize this oppor- 
‘tunity of calling the attention of the Gov- 
ernment to this fact. I commend the 
Hon. Minister of Public Works for the 
lively interest he has taken to obtain all 
information possible with a view to esta- 
blish a Harbour of Refuge at Rimouski or 
its vicmity, and I am very anxious to en- 
list his solicitude for Baie Chaleurs, con- 
sidering that it offers a harbour accessible 
at all seasons. ‘Therefore, 1 trust that, 
keeping in view the general interests of 
the Dominion, the Government will order 
the necessary exploration and survey of 
the Harbour of Paspebiac and New Carlisle 
as soon as possible. 


Mr. WORKMAN, of Montreal, while 
admitting the importance of the subject, 
and hoping it would have all the consid- 
eration it deserved, trusted that the Gov- 
ernment would not expend a large amount 
of money merely to increase the value of 
the property of individuals, which was cer- 
tainly supposed to be the case in the 
matter under discussion. Nothing but a 
very heavy expenditure would result in 
constructing a Harbour at Rimouski, as 
there was no depth of water, and it would 
be most absurd to attempt to construct a 
Harbour there at all. He hoped that be- 
fore any expenditure was incurred, a reli- 
able survey would be made, and full 
particulars obtained, and that favour would 
have no weight in the selection of the 
1ocality. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL (North Lan. 
ark), said that he always listened with 
some apprehension, when he found the 
Hon. Minister of Public Works, and the 
members for Gaspe and Bonaventure 
agreeing on projects fer improvements 
in the part of the country in question. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that he had 
already explained the matter fully to the 
House in French, but as the hon. gentle 
man, the member for Lanark, might not 
have fully understood him, he would be 
glad to repeat his statement in English, 
although he might not speak so clearly in 
a language which was not hisown. In re. 
plying to the hon, member for Bellechasse, 
he had told him he was mistaken in sup- 
posing that the Government had under- 
taken the survey for the purpose of mak- 
ing a Harbour of Refuge at Rimouski, a 
harbour which could receive vessels dur- 
ing the winter. That was not the inten- 
tion of the Government. A survey had 
been undertaken on a report of the Chief 
Engineer of the Intercolonial Railway that 
that railway approached the St. Lawrence at 
Rimouski for the last time betore taking 
its course into the interior of New Bruns. 


Dr. Robitaille. 
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wick. Another reason for ¢electing 
Rimouski was that Father Point, the point 
where steamers between Quebec and 
Europe received or landed their pilots, 
was only a few miles further down. 
A survey had, therefore, been ordered, the 
engineers had worked during the summer 
and had returned a short time ago, and 
were then preparing their plans, and a re- 
port would be made to the Department in 
due time. The object, however, was not 
to make aPort of Refuge, but to provide 
a place where vessels could discharge their 
cargoes at the railway and receive cargoes 
from the railway, and where the European 
steamers could land their passengers, bag- 
gage, and mails, so that a train could be in 
readiness for the East and West, by which 
means they could reach Quebec twelve 
hours, Montreal eighteen or twenty hours, 
and Toronto many hours earlier than they 
would if the steamers had to go to Quebec, 
and so that steamers would not be delayed 
by fog as they were now. ‘That was a 
very important object, and the Govern- 
ment had thought it right to order a sur 
vey. As to the amount which the hon. 
member for Bellechasse had spoken of it 
was out of the question. He (Hon. Mr. 
Langevin) had spoken to one of the En- 
gineers on the subject, who had told him 
that no estimate had been made, but that 
that sum was out of all proportion. The 
hon. member for Bonaventure had raised 
another question in suggesting the Baie de 
Chaleurs as a landing place which would 
be available in winter. The survey 
that had been made had not been for the 
purpose of finding a Winter Harbour. 
That was another question altogether, and 
the hon. gentleman must see that a har- 
bour in the Baie de Chaleurs would not 
prevent mariners from navigating the St. 
Lawreace as they did now, and therefore a 
harbour at Rimouski would still be neces- 
sary. 1fit could beshown tothe Gevern- 
ment thatat any particular place aharbour © 
could be constructed which would be — 
available all the year round, the Govern- 
ment would then consider the matter and 
decide- whether a survey should be made, 
but that should not interfere with the — 
Rimouski survey, as the objects were en- 
rely different. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL (Lanark), in 
resuming, said the explananation the hon. 
gentleman had made was so far satisfac- 
tory, in that if showed that nothing had 
as yet been done beyond the making of an 
investigation as to the practicability of the 
construction of the Harbour at the place 
mentioned. The construction of a Har- 
bour of Refuge involved a very large ex- 
penditure, and certainly no complaints or 
demands had ever been heard from the 
people in the neighbourhood concerned 
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as to the want of such a work, and he 
thought that when vessels had reached that 
point it might be considered that their 
voyages were approaching completion, and 
that they did not need a harbour of Re- 
fuge. When the matter was first spoken 
of he thought on the face of it, it looked 
asif an affair which had occurred some 
time ago, and which was well known 
was about to be repeated. He referr- 
ed to what had been known as 
‘the Baby Jobs.’’ Large sums of money 
had then been expended in the construc- 
tion of works from which no benefit had 
ever been derived, and which were now 
worthless, and no doubt the arguments 
urged in favor of the construction of those 
works had been equally 
strong with those now _ adduced. 
It seemed to him, however, that the Min- 
ister of Public Works had presented the 
matter in anew light. It appeared now 
that the intention was that on the com- 
pletion of the Intercolonial Railway steam- 
ers would land their contents and transfer 
them to that Railway at Rimouski or some 
other point in the St. Lawrence. His 
impression hitherto had always been that 
it was intended to have a Railway to Hali- 
fax, and that there the transfer from the 
Ocean steamers would take place. It 
would almost seem that the Minister of 
Public Works despaired of the 
completion of the Railway for a 
number of years, or of its practi- 
cability, or else of its being used 
when it was completed. He did not ob- 
ject to surveys being made in order that 
Government might ascertain the practica- 
bility of projects recommended for their 
consideration, but he thought it was as yet 
altogether too soon to decide what parti- 
cular point on the Intercolonial Railway 
ought to be the point at which ships and 
rail should meet, and he trusted the House 
would not allow the Government to incur 
any expenditure in the matter until some- 
thing more was known in regard to the In- 
tercolonial Railway, and when that road 
was almost built it would be quite time 
enough to decide at what point mails and 
passengers weuld be most beneficially 
landed. 

Mr. FORTIN [Gaspe]asked to be allow- 
ed toadd a few words with reference to the 
remarks made by the hon. gentleman who 
had last spoken. From what had been 
said the House might think that he [Mr. 
Fortin] was peculiarly interested in the 
construction of the Harbour at Rimouski, 
and he desired to state that Gaspe would 
not profit by that harbour, as their vessels 
were only small fishing vessels, and they 
had already shelter for them at the Island 
of St. Barnaby. He had not spoken in favour 
of the harbour in the interests of his 
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constituents, but as a member of that 
House, and for the general good 
of the Dominion, and he might add_ that 
the Harbour would bea mnch_ greater 
advantage to the people of Ontario than 
to the people of Gaspe. He had not ob- 
jected to appropriations of money for the 
construction of Harbors of Refuge in the 
upper lakes, because he considered those 
harbours necessary for the safe navigation 
of the lakes, and he was in favor of the 
harbour at Rimouski on similar grounds. 
The motion was then carried. 


REMUNERATION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. STEPHENSON moved ar address 
for copies of correspondence with refer- 
ence to the change made since Confedera- 
tion, in the rates of remuneration of Post- 
masters throughout the Dominion, and in 
the mode of that remuneration, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER stated that he was 
instructed by the Postmaster General that 
the effect of the Act reducing the rates of 
postage had been a considerable decrease 
vf revenue, but that the largely increased 
number of letters transmitted, was rapid- 
ly increasing the Revenue on which the 
remuneration of Postmastcrs was made, 
and in order to meet the decrease in re- 
muneration which had resulted from the 
reduced rates of postage, a commission of 
40 per cent was allowed to Postmasters in- 
stead of 30) per cent, the previous rate, 
and by that means the Postmaster General 
expected to prevent any reduction in the 
remuneration given to Postmasters. He 
further said that there was no correspon- 
dence that could be brought down which 
would give any information further than 
was contained in the report of the Post- 
master General already before the House, 
and he asked therefore that the motion 
should not be pressed. 


Mr. STEPHENSON said that his object 
had been to ascertain what reasons there 
had been for passing the order in 
Council. A year ago it was under- 
stood that ths Postmasters did 
not receive a_ sufficient amount of re- 
muneration, and it was then understood 
that under the new regulations they would 
receive more, but the fact was that they 
actually received less. In his own Town 
the Postmaster had received in 1867 a 
salary of $1,600. whereas he now received 
only about $1,300, and the same was the 
vase throughout the Dominion. He be- 
lieved that Postmasters in country places 
had been benefitted, but the reverse was the 
case with Town Postmasters, and he hoped 
the Government would see the necessity 
of looking into the matter, and, if 
necessary, giving Town Postmasters a 
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special rate. He did not desire to press 


his motion. 
Motion accordingly withdrawn. 


SEIZURES IN LAKE Sr. CLAIR. 


Mr. SEHEPHENSON moved an address 


for all correspondence respecting 4 seizure | 
by United States Customs officials of a | 
steam tug and barge, the property of 


Hiram Little, Esq., a British subject, while 
engaged in legitimate trade in Canadian 
waters. He stated that for a number of 
years a large trade had been carried on in 
wood in the River St. Clair and Lake St. 
Ciair by Canadians, that in 1866 the Ameri- 
can Government had given a contract for 
the construction of a ship 
canal across the Flats in Lake 
St. Clair, on the Eastern side of what was 
known as the St. Clair Flats Canal, which 
canal was without doubt within Canadian 
jurisdiction. Durine the construction of 
that canal Canadians had been in the 
habit of delivering wood and other sup- 
plies necessary for the carrying on of the 
work, and on the occasion in question Mr. 
Little arrived witha steam tug and a barge 
loaded with wood for the contractor. At 
the time three American Officials from 
Detroit chanced to be fishing on the spot, 


and they took upon _ themselves to 
seize Mr. Little’s vessels and 
their loads and took them all to 


Detroit, and, as it were, confiscated them. 
After much trouble and expense Mr. Little 
was allowed to take the vessels away on en- 
tering into bonds for $3,000, the wood being 
retained, and he expected that the Gov- 
ernment would take action to relieve him 
from his position and obtain compensation 
for him. He (Mr. Stephenson) had re- 
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ported the case to the Government at the | 


time it occurred, but had received no an- 
swer, and did not know what steps had 
been taken in the matter. He thought, 
therefore, that the matter should be laid 
before the House and justice done in the 
matter without further unnecessary delay. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that correspon- 
dence was now going on between the Ca- 
nadian and American Governments, but it 
was not complete, and he therefore asked 
that the motion should stand over for the 
present. 

Motion allowed to stand over, 


CANAL ENLARGEMENT, 


Mr. MAGILL, of Hamilton, moved an 
address for copies of correspondence and 
instructions to Commissioners on the sub- 
ject of canal enlargement, and of all other 
papers connected therewith. Hesaid that 
the subject was one in which the country 
awaited with very great anxiety an an- 


Mr. Stephenson. 


federation, as it was urged that the coun- 
| try joined together would be better able 


| which he thought more than counter- 
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nouncement of the policy of the Govern- 
ment. It was of such importance that it 
had occupied a very prominent place at 
the Quebee Conference in 1864, and had 
been a strong argument in favour of Con. 


to deal with the matter than otherwise; 
and a'though much had been done, and 
many improvements effected, the great 
work of opening up the St. Lawrence still 
remained untouched. Referring 10 the 
rival project by French River and the Ot- 
tawa, he dwelt on the many advantages 
possessed by the St. Lawrence route, © 


balanced the difference in distance. If 
the St. Lawrence and Welland Canals were 
deepened to 15 feet, such an impetus 
would be given to the trade between the 
Maritime Provinces and the West that it 
would do more to encourage the develop- 
ment of the Nova Scotia Coal trade than 
an import duty of $2.00 per ton. He™ 
trusted the matter would engross the at- 
tention of the Ministers, and that they 
would soon be able to announce their 
policy on that great question. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had no 
objection to the address, but there was 
really no correspondence yet, and he 
would suggest that that portion of the 
hon. member’s address be dropped, and 
he could afterwards give notice when the 
report of the Canal Commissioners was 
submitted to the House. | 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON saw no necessity for 
delay. He understood that the Com 
missioners had furnished the report, and 
had dispersed. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the hon. 
gentleman was mistaken. The Commis 
sioners had not dispersed and had not yet 
completed their labors. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was very 
desirable that the House should have the 
report before it soon. The Government, 
from some form of. discord, incapacity or 
feebleness of purpose, being unable to devise 
@ policy of their own, and having devolved 
this duty on private gentlemen, who were 
utterly unknown to public life, should at 
least put the House in possession of su 
information as would enable them to 
furnish the Government with a policy if 
the Commission should be unable to de 
it. (Hear, hear. ‘ 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was su! 
prised to hear the hon. gentleman, whe 
had so large a Parliamentary experience, 
blaming the Government for appointing 
this Commission. He had the practice 0 
the British Government for a fprecedent 
In England there was hardly a subject O! 
Importance that was not initiated by 4 
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Commission. The Canal Commission had 
been appointed at the request of influen- 
no persons who were interested in having 
hese improvemements made, and it cer- 
ainly was not a matter in which the Gov- 
sage) was open to attack. He did not 
think it was too much to expect that the 
overnment should be allowed time to ex- 

ine papers before they were submitted 

to theHouse. He confessed that for himself 
he only papers relative to the matter he 
= read was a copy of the instructions 


Canal 


issued to the Commission. He believed it 
would be in the power of the Government 
in avery few days to produce the papers, 
but at present it was not. 


_ Mr. MAGILL said he would let his mo-: 


tion stand for a few days. 
Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL quite agreed 


with the hon. member for Chateauguay 
that there was a growing practice 
in the country, which would not 
be easily got rid of if allowed to continue 
Racheciced. He referred to this practice 
of the Government of handing over impor- 
tant measures to irresponsible persons 
in order to getrid of the difficulty of pre- 
paring a scheme. He could not remem. 
ber any precedent in the British House for 
this course of the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite. It might be justifiable, but if so, 
what were the thirteen hon. gentlemen 
opposite placed there for, if it was not to 
act asa standing Commission, whose busi- 
ness was to deal with great public mea- 
sures of this kind. ,He apprehended that 
the true reason for the appointment of 
this Canal Commission was that there were 
various projects which the Government 
did not approve of, and this Commission 
was the easiest and most 
deceptive way of getting 
rid of them. What way the result? They 
had seen some notice in the newspapers, 
and had heard in the lobbies mysterious 
whispers about this Commission. ‘They 
heard, and had read, in fact, that the Bay 
‘Verte Canal was to be constructed, and as 
a set-off to the Western people, a canal 
‘was to be constructed at Sault Ste. Marie, 
and the St. Lawrence canals were to be 


works of this kind, and this House was the 
proper body to deal with them. This ap- 
pointment of the Commission was an inva- 
sion of the functions, duties, and privileges 
of this House, and it handed over to gen- 
tlemen whose names had never been heard 
‘of in connection with works of this kind 
these important interests. He had trav- 
‘elled with one of the Commissioners, Mr. 
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recently from the east. The gentleman 
had come here probably after the report 
had been agreed on; but even admitting 
that Mr. Shannon had been present at the 
meetings of the Commission, what special 
knowledge had he, as a legal practitioner 
at Halifax, of public works of this kind. 
The whole system was a sham, and the 
hon. gentlemen opposite were bringing 
responsible Government into contempt by 
abdicating their functions, handing over 
their duties to private gentlemen, and 
shielding themselves under this Commis- 
sion. What member ofthis House was to 
be influenced or induced to vote for or 
against this proposition because certain 
gentlemen had said yes or no. The opin- 
ions of this Commission were just worth 


| so much and no more, as those of five or 


six other ordinary intelligent gentlemen. 
Yet the hon. gentleman opposite stated 
that this sort of thing was done in Eng- 
land, and consequently should be done 
here. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—It is not done in 
England. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—No, it was 
not done in England. The hon. gentle- 
men in this House were practical men and 
were sent to this Parliament for that rea- 
son, and they were the great Commission 
who were to decide this matter. The Min- 
istry were the standing Commission, and 
it was for tbem to deal with these mea- 
sures with the information they had, and 
to obtain for their measures the assent of 
the House. Now what did they see in this 
case? The Commission met in Ottawa to 
determine what canals should be under- 
taken. They knew very little about the 
matter and had to send for persons to in- 
struct them as to what they should do. 
They had to visit the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and to interrogate the officials there 
as to facts on which they should base their 
conclusions. That might be the interpre- 
tation of Responsible Government by the 
hon, gentlemen opposite, but he was sorry 
to hear the great apostle of that principle 
recommend that the Government should 
hand over their prerogative in this man- 
ner. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER, said the 
Government intended to take the respon- 
sibility of these works on themselves (hear, 
hear,) but they had not had time yet to 
come before the House with any proposi: 
tion, besides the Government was like a pri- 
vate individual in such matters, they were 
interested in obtaining all information ne- 
cessary before entering into large expen- 
ditures. There was no better means of 
obtaining information on matters in which 
legislation was to take place than to refer 


epee: a very entertaining gentleman, | itto a Commission. The hon. gentlemen 
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opposite had asserted that there was no 
such practice in England. It was a 
well known fact that with the ex- 
ception of fortifications most public 
works were undertaken by private 
corporations. When it was proposed 
to construct fortifications in Canada, 
Commissioners were sent here to enquire 
where were the proper places for them. 
In every Government, Commissions were 
employed for such purposes. In the en- 
largement of canals were two great ques- 


tions, the engineering question and the | , pol ! 
‘The comparison of this Commission with 


commercial question. Who was better 
acquainted with the commercial interests 
of this country than Mr. Hugh Allan? 
And where was an engineer of greater ex- 
perience than Mr. Gzowski to be 
secured? Was not the member for North 
Lanark a Commissoner appointed to pro- 
ceed to the West Indies, to enquire as to 
the best mode of extending our trade with 
them (cheers and laughter). The Gov- 
ernment would form its policy on the re- 
commendations of the Canal Commission. 
ers, and assume all responsibility for action 
thereon and for such appropriations as 
they might occasion. They would meet 
Parliament on the question of the accept- 
ance or the rejection of the Commissoners- 
recommendations. He hoped and was 
sure the Government would be able out 
of that report to frame a policy that would 
meet the wants of the country, 


Mr. BLANCHET was surprised that the 
member for North Lanark should reflect 
upon the appointment of Commissions. 
He belonged to a Government from 1862 
till 1864 that had managed the affairs of 
the country by Commissions. He hadalso 
been concerned in a North West Commis- 
sion, which did not turn out successful. 
He was unable to carry the commission 
in his pocket on that occasion (hear and 
laughter). ‘The fact was the appomtment 
of a Commission in this instance was the 
best step the Government could have 
taken to procure the information needed ; 
and the qualifications and high standing of 
its members were a guarantee that both 
their statements and recommendations 
were entitled to respect (hear, hear). 


Eon. Sir A. T. GALT did not believe 
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that any advantage was likely to flow from : 


the Canal Commission. He agreed with the 
member for North Lanark that as to the 
improvement of our internal navigation 
generally this House was as well informed 
as it could be by the Commission. The 
Government had the able reports of the 
Public Works Department, and those of 
their own engineers, and were in as good a 
position to arrive at a sound opinion as to 
what ought to be done as were these Com- 
missioners, and far better. True, they 
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were men of high standing, but he did not 
believe they possessed any specialty be- 
yond the Government and the House to 
enable them to arrive at a conclusion. 
as their appointment, giving 
them so wide a scope, oblig<d them to go 
into a great many questions which the 
Government could not have found it ne- 
cessary to take up, the Government were 
better able to judge of the resources of the 
country at their disposal, and of its neces- 
sities, than any Commissioners (cheers). 
He therefore regretted their appointment. 


Enlargement. 


that to the West Indies was what called 
him to his feet, because he did think no 
possible analogy could be established 
between them. The latter had to visit the 
West Indies, which the Government could 
not have done, they having such a dis- 
position to keep their places (hear, hear, 
and laughter). 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIZR—It estab 
lishes my position as to the principle of — 
the Commission. 

Hon. Sir A. 1. GALT—This principle 
ought to be laid down—That the Govern- 
ment should appoint a Commission where 
they required the aid of skill, where per- 
sons possessed a specialty pertaining to 
certain subjects. That was not the case 
with the question of the canals, and if it 
was, the prcper parties had not been ap- 
pointed. He did not deny the report 
might be an able one; but he would be 
much surprised if they found in it any- 
thing not already in the knowledge of the 
Government. 

Hon.Dr. TUPPER said he would not have 
risen if the hon. member for North Lanark 
had not selected the Nova Scotia member 
of the Commission for his criticism. Did 
he consider that holding a high and dis- 
tinguished position at the bar Was any 
reason why a gentleman should not be 
able to give his attention to public mat- 
ters? He was the last member who should 
treat that fact as a reason of the sort. It 
would have been but fair to state that such 
were his abilities, social qualities, 
and talents for public business, that 
the county and city of Halifax, the 
capital of Nova Scotia, had again and 
again elected him as their representa- 
tive; and that he was for years a mem- 
ber of the Government. This discussion 
was ill-timed. If members believed it im- 
proper for the Government to avail itself 
of the first commercial talent, and the 
ablest suggestions with reference to this 
business, the time to make their objections 
was &@ year ago, when the intention was 
first announced. The House then having © 
made no opposition it was a little late in 


the day for hon. gentlemen to do it now 
(cheers), 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON—No, no. I opposed 
it. aE 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER was surprised to hear 
the member for Chateauguay denouncing 
this Commission, for he held in his handa 
vote given by him for a similar commercial 
commission requiring special talent. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—No. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—But when a vote was 
proposed for the expenditure of a million 
and a half, on fortifications, he placed his 
Opinion on record that it was due to the 
public interest the Government should be 
relieved of the responsibility by the 
appointment of Commissioners to consider 
where they should be constructed; and 
having thus sanctioned the principle in a 
matter where it was not relevant, he 
thought that hon. member was precluded 
from raising his present objections. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I did raise that 
objection. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—The suggestion of 
the Canal Commission came from the House 
and not the Government. He had headed 
_a deputation which solicited this step, 
and the House having at the time sanc- 
tioned the Government’s course, it was 
too late now to try to. elicit 
its censure. The Commissioners 
having consented to serve, having with- 
drawn their talents and l&bours from their 
own business. and cheerfully worked for 
the public he thought gentlemen opposite, 
in reference to them, should have awaited 
their report without prejudging their 
labours and endeavouring to destroy con- 
fidence in them (cheers). 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL could under- 
stand now how it was that the hon. gentle- 
man-who had just spoken, founded the 
reputation he bore in his own Province as 
a great stump speaker, and as_ the 
accomplished and wily conqueror of its 
other Minister in 
(laughter). Had he (Hon. Mr. Macdougall) 
not spoken of the Nova Scotia Commis- 
sioner as an able lawyer and a gentleman 
of talent and respectability ? His argu. 
ment was not in depreciation of Mr. Shan- 
non, but that his being a distinguished 
and hard-worked lawyer, he was not in a 
position to come here and inform hon. 
members as to where canals should be 
constructed. With regard to the Commis- 
sion spoken of by the Minister of Militia, 
it was appointed partly from the Govern- 
ment, which was responsible for its report 
through him (Mr. Macdougall). A member 
of the Nova Scotia Government, also, was 
on that Commission. The case was unfor- 
tunate as an illustration in another point 
of view : it was unfortunate as an example 
of the benefits of a Commission, that after 
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the travels of its members and the expo- 
sure of their lives on the high 


seas and in foreign parts, and after 
a report which, he thought, would 
be admitted displayed a good deal of in- 
dustry, that Commission fell still-born. 
lts. work was never acted on either by the 
Government or this House. The carrying 
out of its recommendations would have 
developed the resources of the country in 
an important direction. Even hon. 
gentlemen opposite must admit that 
neither the Government nor the House had 
acted as promptly and judiciously, as they 
ought, on that occasion. As Mr. Smith 
wrote on one occasion as regards England, 
Government Commissions were generally 
devised for the purpose of concealing or die- 
torting information already accessible, and 
which should be put to a proper use. As 
to Mr. Allan, he stoodat the head of the 
commercial element, and was, no doubt 
well schooled in all the subjects connected 
with the navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
and the transportation of the products of 
this country to the old world. He (Mr. 
McDeugall) would have summoned him 
before this House on a special Committee 
on this subject. As a witness he would 
have been useful; but as a Commissioner 
to occupy the place of the Government, 
the fact of his being a merchant in such 
circumstances, disqualified him from giving 
an intelligent, reliable opinion upon this 
great subject. (Hear, hear.) » 

It being six o’clock, . 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
House adjourn till to-morrow, as there was 
very little business on the paper. After 
some obstructions from the leaders of the 
Opposition the motion was carried. 


be 
THE SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 2, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at tnree 
o'clock. 


THE NORTH WEST. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill 
to make further provision for’ the govern- 
ment of the North West Territory. ‘The 
Bill was read a first time, and ordered for 
a second reading on Monday next. 


THE ARBITRATION. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST de- 
ferred his motion respecting the Arbitra- 
tion question until Monday, in the expec- 
tation that the papers would be printed 
by that time. 
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THE CANAL COMMISSION. ‘law, but merely to confirm in 

their naturalization rights many 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY gave notice that he | persons who had _ failed to com- 


would enquire of the Government whether | 
the Canal Commission have made their ! 
report, and whether it will be submitted 
to Parliament. Also, whether the Govern- | 
ment Engineers have made any plan or 
estimate with respect to the Bay Verte 
Canal. | 


} 
} 
{ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAZ gave notice of an 
enquiry of the Government respecting 
interference by the Montreal Water 
Police with the erection of stands on the 
occasion of the recent Regatta. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
gave notice of a motion respecting the 
Post Office at Riviere Ouelle. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Taurspay, March 2, 1871. 


The House met at three o’clock. 


PETITIONS. 


Several petitions were received and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. GIBBS presented a petition from the 
Ontario Bank for an extension of its char 
tér. 

A petition was received from the Muni- 
cipal Council of Frontenac, praying for a 
charter to construct a railway from Kings- 
ton to Pembroke. 


PAPERS, &c. 


id 
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN submitted papers 
relative to the leasing of a portion of land 
on the Lachine Canal to the Montreal 
Warehousing Company. 


NEW¢BILLS. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON moved for leave 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Railway 
Act of 1868.—Carried. 


Mr. CRAWFORD, of Leeds, moved to 
introduce a Bill to incorporate the Ontario 
and Quebec Railroad.—Carried. 

Mr. SNIDER moved for leave to intro- 
duce a Bill to authorise the town of Owen 
Sound to collect harbour dues, and for 
other purposes.—Carried. 

Mr. YOUNG moved to introduce a Bill 
to naturalise certainallens. He explained 
he did not propose to interfere with the 


Hon. Mr. Dickey. 
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ly with some of the technical require- 
ments of the law. At present a certificate 


| from the Courts that the oath had been 


taken was required, and many were dis- 
qualified from voting owing to the neglect 
of this formality. The provisions of the 
Bill were to the effect that all who, in 
good faith, prior to 1868, took the natur- 
alization oath, should be confirmed in 
their privileges. If the first reading were 
carried, he would move its reference toa 
Select Committee to consider its various 
clauses. 
Motion carried. 


MONTREAL WAREHOUSING COMPANY. 


Hon Mr. HOLTON moved the reference 
of the papers respecting the Montreal 
Warehousing Company’s case of land on 
the Lachine Canal, to the Printing Com- 
mitt: e—Carried. 


MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
REFERRING TO PUBLIC LANDS OF 


MANITOBA. 
Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER  sub- 
mitted a Message from His 
Excellency, consisting of an 


Order in Council and memorandum, estab- 
lishing, under the provisions of the Act, 
33 Vic.. chap. 3, regulations respecting 
me public lands in the Province.of Mani- 
toba, 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER pro- 
ceeded to explain that the Gov- 
ernment had _ had under consi 


deration the disposal of the public 
lands in Manitoba, and the different inter- 
ests of the various classes of that Province. 
Those regulations now brought down 
related to the reserve for the half breeds, 
and the mode of itsadministration. There 
was a reserve of the vested rights of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company in every town- 
ship. Every settler would be entitled toa — 
free grant apart from the Company’s and. 
the half breed’s lands. Any one desirous. 
of promptly obtaining the title to a lot, 

might do so by paying a dollar an acre. 
Each lot would consist of 160 acres. Every 
private and officer of the Volunteers who 
went to Manitoba, who might settle there, 

would be entitled to a lot besides the lot 
bestowed him as his absolute property 
(cheers). He thought those regulations 
would show Government had adopted the 
best possible policy for the settlement of 
the country. 


_Mr. MILLS asked information as to the 
size of the sections. Last year, they had 
been fixed at 800 acres, and now there 
appeired a change to 640 acres. 
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- Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—The plan 
or the survey of last year was departed 
rom, 


Mr. STEPHENSON asked if the Volun- 
teers who received their discharges would 
be entitled to land. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
all the Volunteers, discharged or not, who 
settled there would receive land. 


Mr. D. MACDOUGALL asked whether 
the condition of settlement was required 
in the case of the half breeds. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied, their 
case was different from that of new comers. 
The 1,400,000 acres reserved to them was 
to settle their rights of property. 


Mr. T, FERGUSON was disappointed at 
this intention. He thought this land was 
to be given only on condition of settlement 
and as the law declared. He was sorry 
that provision had been departed from 
He hoped the Government would recon- 
sider this matter, and change their policy. 
If the half breeds learned they were re- 
quired to settle on their lands, in order to 
obtain them they will become citizens of 
the country and travel from their homes 
no more. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER replied that the 
reading of the papers would show that all 
the regulations in respect to the Manitoba 
Act had been complied with. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said he would 
hardly have risen to speak On tnis occas- 
ion, but that he did not wish-the state- 
ments which had just been made to go 
abroad unchallenged. 
had reversed the policy which had been 
deliberately agreed to, with respect to the 
survey of the lands in Manitoba. They 
had announced as their policy that they 
would hold out greater inducements to 
settlers than the United States, that each 
settler should receive 200 acres of land 
instead of 160 acres, and that the town- 
ships should be larger than the townships 
in the United States in order that when 
municipalities should be incorporated in 
the North West there should be gufticient 
area for them. He wished to let this fact 
be known, and that the Government 
had changed their policy, and now offer- 
ed the comparatively paltry grant of 160 
acres of land. Such a policy was a mis- 
take. There was land enough there and 
to spare to offer greater inducements 
to settlers. There was a complete vio- 
lation of the policy of last session with 
respect to the lands of that terri- 
tory’ It appeared that the rights 
of half breeds in their lands were to be 
placed under thejurisdiction and control 
and subject tothe laws to be enacted by 
the legislature of Manitoba. It might be 
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said, and it was asserted by the Gcvern- 
ment organs, that this was a proper sys- 
tem, but every one in the House who was 
atall acquainted with the matter, knew 
very well that the half-breeds had little 


familiarity with Government matters. In 
the recent elections they gave 
their votes as they were _ direc- 
ted by those whom they recog. 


nized as leaders (cries of ‘‘No, No’’). Hon. 
gentlemen opposite said ‘no, no,’’ but he 
said ‘‘yes, yes.”’ 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, No. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—It_ was so, 
and he hada letter from the Bishop of 
that country, stating by his own hand that 
he had selected from Lower Canada, men 
whom he had intended to take with him 
to act as representatives in Manitoba, and 
it turned out that no less than three of 
those men were elected, while loyal gen- 
tlemen in that country had been excluded 
and withdrawn from office. He saw it 
stated that the three representatives taken 
from Lower Canada had no legal right to 
the seats that they held, because they had 
not complied with the terms of the Act, 
but he was of opinion that there was no 
legal objection to any one being in that 
Assembly that the electors might have se- 
lected under the provisions of the Act. 
He believed that the Act was purposely 
framed so that there should be no exclu- 


/ sion, no condition of eligibility, and in 


order that the hon. gentlemen opposite 
might be enabled to send out their pliant 
tools to make laws that would suit their 
ends. He for one had great apprehension 
that the rights ofthe half-breeds would be 
sacrificed if left at the mercy of such men. 
He believed such was the policy at the bot- 
tom of the scheme as the public would 
yet see. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said it was not to be 


| supposed that the Goverment could orig- 


| 


inate a policy to suit the hon. member for 
North Lanark. As for the charge brought 
against the Hon. Ministcr of Militia that 
he advised certain friends of his to go out 
to this blessed country, he (Mr. Howe) 
would like to know who had a right to 
question him for that. The argument was 
hardly worthy of a moment’s notice. 
When the papers came before the House 
he was sure that the Government would 
be able to show thatif the policy of the 
Government was changed it was only for 
good and sufficient reasons, 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said 1t must be re- 
membered thatin bringing down a land 
policy for the North West, it was not for 
Manitoba alone, but for the whole of the 
Red River territory. If it was really de- 
sirable to build up that great country, as 
the House intended to do— 
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Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—Hear, hear, 


Hon. Mr. MCRRIS appealed to the 
House if they were not anxious to see the 
great North West country developed, and 
if so, it was important that a policy should 
be framed which would not only attract to 
Manitoba a large Canadian emigration, 
but also the great tide of emigration from 
Europe, which now flowed to the United 
States. Inthe future it would be found 
that the Government had acted wisely in 
conforming the land policy of the North 
West to that of the neighbouring union, 
which . was understood in Europe, and 
which had worked so well. It had been 
said that the Government were disposed 
to prevent emigration from going to the 
North West, but the fact was, that their 
policy was to develope that country, and 
have it settled as early as possible. With 
regard to the election, of Lower Canadians 
to seats in the Local Legislature in Mani- 
toba, he believed the people of that Pro- 
vince had aright to exercise their privi- 
lege to elect whoever they pleased to re- 
present them. He knew but one of the 
gentlemen personally, Captain Howard, 
and from what he knew of him he believed 
that the people of Manitoba would find in 
him a valuable representative. ‘These re- 
marks, at this stage of the measure, 
were rather premature, but he could 
not let the remarks of the hon. 
member for North Lanark pass without 
some comment. 


Mr. SCATCHERD was surprised to hear 
the hon. member say that Government 
had encouraged emigration to the North- 
West. He defied them to point to a 
single proof that such had ever been their 
policy. Inthe first place, the Canadians 
who had gone to settle there, were driven 
outof the country, and now the Volun- 
teers were to be disbanded and only two 
small Companies were to be retained. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—We want them to 
settle there. 


Mr. SCATCHERD—Did his hon. friend 
suppose that the Volunteers from Ontario 
would care to settle in a country which 
was ruled by the very men who had driven 
loyal Canadians from it last year. From the 
course which the Government had pursu- 
ed so far, it was evident that they had no 
desire to see the North-West Territory 
settled. 


SCHOOLS OF NAVIGATION AND SEAMAN- 
SHIP. 


_ Mr. PELLETIER asked whether itis the 
intention of the Government to provide 
for the establishment of Public Schools of 
Navigation and Seamanship with Board of 


Hon. Mr. Morris. 
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Examiners at the different seaports of the 
Dominion, ‘or at any one of them? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied that, the, 
matter, was now under the consideration. 
of Government. 


THE WELLAND CANAL. 


Mr. MERRITT moved for papers, and 
the report. having reference to the works 
on the Welland Canal known as the Lake 
Krie Level. In making this motion, he 
would remind. the.Government that they, 
had promised last session to make some 
improvements on the Canal during the 
summer, but no progress whatever, had 
been made in the matter, He knew, that 
there had been difficulties to prevent this 
work from being accomplished, and he 
therefore asked that the report of the 
engineer should be laid’ before the House 
explaining the state of the work and the 
difficulties to be surmounted. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Govern- 
ment had no doubt promised last session 
to improve the Welland Canal, but they 
could not control the elements, and heavy 
slides had taken place on the east side of 
the Deep Cut. These slides, of course, 
were not expected? and were very expen- 
sive. The fact was, that in one place, for 
a long distance the Canal was so narrow 
from these slides that two vessels could 
not pass each other. The Government 
would be able to come down to the House 
and ask for a vote of money in order to. 
try to provide against these land slides. in 
future. The cause of these slides was this. 
When the Canal was commenced the work 
was done by a company, who, as they. 
madé the cutting, threw the earth and 
stones on the top of the banks at each 
side, and it was the pressure of these piles. 
of rubbish that caused these slides. The 
engineers were of opinion that unless 
these piles were removed from the banks 
they would all slide in, and have to be re- 
moved from the bottom of the Canal by 
dredging, and it would cost a great deal 
less to remove them from their present 
position. ‘he Government would there- 
etn ask for an appropriation to remove 
them. 


Mr. McCALLUM was satisfied with the 
explanation of the Minister of Public 
Works so far as it went, but thought it 
did not go far enough. Government had 
proposed to proceed with the work year 
after year, and yet nothing was done. He 
thought that Port Colborne could never be 
made a suitable harbour for the terminus 
of the Welland Canal, and pointed out the 
greater advantages of Port Maitland. A 
few years ago the whole district had been — 
flooded by a freshet on the Grand River, 
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the, people on claiming, compensation from 
the Government had been told that nothing 
could be done, and although it was some- 

times,said that, the Crown. could not,err, 
he thought the Government. had very. 
frequently done great injury to.the people. 

He would not. dwell on the subject further, 
as. when.the. report of the Canal Commis- 
sion was brought. down there, would, be 
full opportunity for discussion. 

Mr, THOMPSON (Haldimand)thought the 
member for Lincoln was deserving of the 
thanks of his constituents for so persistently 
bringing this matter before Government, 
Promises made, by, the Government on 
the subject time after time were still un- 


filled, and if the hon. member really, 


wanted to have the work carried out, he 
would suggest,to him, asthe only means of 
attaining his end that. he should, leave the 
Government side of the House. and. join 
the. Opposition, 

Mr. STREHT (Welland) very much  re- 
gretted that the Lake Erie level was still 
unattained, and everyone interested in the 
works erected on the Welland Canal es- 
pecially regretted it. That level. was 
necessary in order to carry the trade of 
the country. The Minister. of Public 
Works had, however, explained why 
the work could 
during the present year, but he was glad 
to know that the Government would ask a 
vote for the purpose. He thought, how- 
ever, they should not proceed on. mere 
suggestions of members of the House, 
but should be careful to obtain the advice 
of the most competent men. As to the 
obstructions which, had been spoken of 
their removal might costa large amount 


of money, but he was sure there was. no } 


impossibility in the matter, and he cer- 
tainly considered it absolutely necessary 
that the waters of Lake Erie should be ob- 
tained in some way or another. He would 
not further take up the time of the House 
on that occasion. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL thought the 
present a favourable opportunity for call- 
ing the attention of the House to the very 
great danger of a policy on questions like 
the present based on the representations 
of members of that House who chanced to 
live in the locality where those works were 
to be constructed. He had on a former 
occosion, and when sitting on the other 


side of the House, contended that the | 


Welland Canal was a great public work, in 
which every person in the Dominion was 
interested. It was quite true that the 
waters of the canal had /een made 
use of. The Government had _ con- 
ceded great privileges in order to en 
courage the establishment of manufactures 
The right of using the surplus water had 
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been granted on almost nominal terms for 
that purpose, and a very important man- 
ufacturing interest had sprung up in con- 
sequence, but a very great expense had 
been entailed on the country. ‘The policy 
of the Government, had been to endeavor 
to obtain. the Lake, Erie level, the water 
haying hitherto been, supplied from the 
interior of the country. The Government 
had been accused of breaking its promise, 
but he thought they, must, act on the ad- 
vice of men who were experts in the mat- 
ter, and who understood the effects that 
would be produced by the changes pro- 
posed, and. when he had been urged to 
expedite the works he had been advised 
by the Engineers, that if the water should 
be brought down suddenly, the probability 
was that the Canal would be closed up. 
Only a few years ago a slide had taken 
place, which had necessitated the expen- 


diture of an enormous sum _ of 
money, and it was the fear of 
a recurrence that caused the delay. The 


Minister of Public Works had told them 
that acting on the advice of the officers of 
his Department he proposed asking for a 
vote of money to complete the work, by 
removing the, superincumbent weight of 
earth on the banks and so remove the fear 
of a further slide. He was surprised to 
hear, however, from the member for Monck 
that a new scheme was proposed,and that, 
what the most eminent engineers had ad- 
vised would not do. He told them that 
Port Colborne would not do, but that the 
Canal must be constructed to Port Mait- 
land. Thus the House must see that it 
would never do to trust to the opinions of 
members. He might refer in support of 
this to the case of the St. Peter's Canal in 
Cape Breton. That canal was in. course 
of construction at the time of Confedera- 
tion when some sixty or seventy thousand 
dollars had been expended on it, and now 
that it had been completed they were 
told that it was of no value. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—No, No. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said that 
the hon. gentleman might say ‘‘No, No,”’ 
but he had been assured by gentlemen 
from the country that it was of no practi- 
cal value, and would have to be enlarged 
to make it of any use whatever, and furth- 
er than this they had also been told by two 
representatives from the country that 
another canal altogether would have to be 
built. He stated this to show the great 
danger of entering upon works of this 
kind without first obtaining the advice of 
responsible officers of the Government 


selected for the purpose on account of 
their superior skill. Reverting to the 
question of the enlargement of the Wel- 
land Canal, he thought that when that 
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matter was la.d before the House it ought 
to be most carefully considered, but he 
had no hesitation in saying beforehand 
that he was entirely opposed to the ex- 
penditure of eny large sum of money in 
the enlargementof that canal. The Wel- 
fand Canal was sufficiently large to accom- 
modate all the trade of Canada, and very 
much more, and he was decidedly opposed 
to any expenditure which would simply re- 
sult in benefitting the Americans. He 
would have no objection to the Wel- 
land and St. Lawrence Canals being 
made common to the Americans, and then 
if any enlargement should be necessary 
the Americans could contribute their 
share of the money, and the improve. 
ments could be easily accomplished. 


Mr. ROSS (Victoria) said that when the 
hon. gentleman spoke of the St. Peter's 
Canal he spoke ofa matter of which he 
knew nothing. He (Mr. Ross) had, a few 
days previously, submitted a statement to 
the Public Works Department, which 
showed thatin one year 503 vessels had 
passed through that canal, and if it were 
properly enlarged fully double that num- 
ber would pass through. He trusted that 
the matter of the additional canal which 


had been recommended would obtain the 


consideration of the Government, and that 


in the meantime they would see that the | 


present canal was keptin good working 
order. 

Mr. McCALLUM (Monck) desired to add 
a few remarks to what had been said by 
the hon. member for North Lanark. He 


remembered. that when that gentleman | 


had been Minister of Public Works he had 
professed a great interest in the work in 
question, and on the strength of that in- 
terest had attempted to represent a con. 


been rejected, and it was hardly right to 
ignore the matter now. He might add 
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that the Government had rented a large | 


amount of water power, and that the mills 
had had to remain idle for the most valu- 
able part of the year for want of water. 
Further, the House would remember that 
he had urged the hon. member for Lanark 
when Commissioner of Public Works to 
have the embankments strengthened, and 
he had only been laughed at, but it was 
now shown that if his recommendations 
had been acted on,thehon.gentleman would 
by an expenditure of $1,200 hive saved 
the country $30,000. 


Mr McDONALD (Glengarry) speaking 


of the St. Peter’s Canal, thought it was | 


o 
much to be regretted that the 


not been made sufficiently large in the 
first instance as it had been but a very 
short time constructed, and they were now 
told that unless enlarged it would be of 


Hon. Mr. Macdougall. 


canal had | 


_ the Council had been the 
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no use. He could not find from the pub- 
lic accounts that that canal had 
ever produced any revenue, and 


he did not see that any benefit would 
occur to the Dominion even 1f the Canal 
were enlarged. As an old Contractor, he 
considered that to enlarge the Canal would 


cost as much as had been expended on the - 


Canal when first constructed, and he 
thought the whole system of dealing with 
the works ought to be changed, and tkat 
nothing could be undertaken except on 
the report and advice of reliable scientific 
men appointed for the purpose. 


Mr. MERRITT (Lincoln)—Referring to 
what had been said by the hon. member 
for North Lanark, thought that members 
living on the spot—where the works 
required to be undertaken, were the very 
ones to advise in the matter. The matter 
of the Lake Erie Level was no new matter. 
and the necessity of the work had engaged 
the attention of the country at large. In 
1869, there had been suflicient water to 
supply the Canal alone, independent of 
the works established in its neighbour- 
hood, and noone who knew anything of 
the trade of the country would deny that 
if for one month, navigation should be 
closed, the loss to the country would be ten 
times the amount that was now required 
to be expended. He trusted that the 
Government would lose no time in asking 
an appropriation for the work. 


Mr. WORKMAN (Montreal), thou ght the 
question of the enlargement of the Wel: 
land Canal one of the most important that 
could engage the attention of the House, 
as that Canal formed one of the great 
arteries of internal navigation, and he was 
confident that any reasonable sum would 


be granted by the House and justified 
stituency in the neighborhood, but had | 


by the country. He thought ithe Ameri- 
cans, instead of being excluded from our 
Canals, should be encouraged to use them. 
He hoped the Government would rise 
above all local considerations, and do 
what was necessary in the interests of the 
Dominion. 


Mr. MILLS (Bothwell), said it had been 
announced that the St. Peter's Canal, 
though only just completed, was totally 
inadequate to the requirements for which 
It was built, and he thought the Govern- 
ment that had planned that work, of 
which he believed the Hon President of 
head, were very 
much at fault in the matter, 

Hon. Mr. HOWE rose to state that the 
work had been originated by a Govern- 
ment of which he was the head, while it 


_had been carried on by a Government of 


which his hon. friend, the President of the 
Council, was the head. He added, that as 


the work had been commenced with the 
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limited resources of Nova Scotia, it had 

naturally not been made so extensive and 

perfect as the canals of Canada, but they 

took it for granted that the Dominion 

would now make that canal as good as 
the others. 


Mr. MILLS resumed, saying that the ex- 
planation made by the Hon. Secretary of 
State for the Provinces merely shewed 
that he, as well as the President of the 
Council, was responsible tor the faulty 
construction of the canal in question. As 
to the St. Lawrence canals, it had been a 
well understood condition of Confedera- 
tion that those canals should be enlarged, 
and that enlargement was of the utmost 
consequence in order to obtain control of 
the trade of the Western States, and also 
in order that connection should be main- 
tained with the North West. 


Mr. JONES [Leeds and Grenville] 
thought that in the discussion of this 
subject the first question should be— 
What will most benefit, Canada? 
He fully admitted that it was well to en- 
courage intercourse with the Americans, 
but not at the expense of millions of 
money belonging to Canada. Already 
twenty million dollars had boen expend- 
ed on the St. Lawrence Canals, and six- 
~ teen millions on the Grand Trunk running 
parallel with them, while the interior of 
the country had been altogether neglect- 
ed, As to theCanal Commission, he ob- 
jected to its appointment altogether as 
being utterly useless, but, it being ap- 
pointed, he regretted exceedingly that 
the Ottawa District was not represented on 
it. He thought the canals were already 
sufficiently large for the requirements of 
Canadian trade, and in attempting to fa 
cilitate the transport of the products of 
the Western States to the Seaboard and 
thence to England, we were simply help- 
ing them to compete at Liverpool with 
our own products. The construction of the 
Sault Ste Marie Canal he, however, re- 
garded as an absolute necessity aga link 
in the great chain of communication with 
the Red River. 


Mr. R. A. HARRISON raised a point of 
order, as the mction before the chair was 
simply for the production of certain pa- 
pers, to which a general discussion on the 
Canal System of the country was entirely 
_ irrelevant. 


The SPEAKER, however. decided, that 
_ although members might have enlarged on 
the question before them, he had not been 
- callea upon to check them. 

Mr. CARMICHAEL (Pictou, N. S.), re- 
ferred to the condition of the St. Peter 
Canal as being very much in need of re- 
, pairs, and urged that unless Government 


. 
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‘gave it speedy attention vessels would be 


unable to pass througn. 


He _ said the walls the 
St. Peter's Canal were falling in. He re- 
commended its repair and improvement. 


Mr. RYAN believed that if the Welland 
Canal should be enlarged, and also the 
St. Lawrence, they would give employ- 
ment to thousands within the Dominion, 
and increase our carrying trade and com. 
merce. He hoped the Commission would 
recommend such improvements. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL read a portion 
of Hon. Mr. Miller’s report respecting the 
propriety of enlarging the St. Peter’s 
Canal, and the construction of others for 
the extension of the trade of the Island of 
Cape Breton. He cited this case as an 
illustration of the danger of _ be- 
ginning Canals’ before they were 
sure of the means of completing the m 
He himself had favored the improvement 
of this very St. Peter’s canal, and was not 
opposed to one more than the other apart 
from public grounds, 


Mr. MAGILL said that the hon. gentle- 
man took part in the convention leading 
the basis of which 
was the creating of internal im: 
provements. It ill became him, there- 
fore, a leading friend of the new constitu- 
tion, to oppose those promising works— 
the Wellandand St. Lawrence Canals. As 
to American produce competing with 
ours, in Europe, what fear need we have of 
it if we enjoyed a large share of the carry- 


of 


; ing trade? If there’were any public works 


more deserving than others it was the im- 
provement of those valuable works, so 
well calculated to draw a larger trade to 
our waters. 


The motion was then carried. 
THE FISHERIES. 


Mr. MILLS moved for an address for the 
regulations and papers originating with 
the Governor in Council relating to the 
Fisheries. He said he moved for these 
papers because the Government had 
licked moral force to carry out the Act, 
and that the public were praying for the 
performance of duties which the Depart- 
ment bad ordered should not be perform- 
ed. He desired to know how far the com- 
plaints on these subjects were well or ill 
founded. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the Government 
were desirous of giving the fullest infor- 
mation on this subjuct. He was instructed 
by the Minister of Marine to say the cor, 
respondence was very voluminous, and 
that if he called at the office and selected 
such portions as he wanted, they would 
be printed. ‘lhe protection of the river 
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fisheries, though very difficult, had turned 
out highly beneficial. The supply of fish 
had gratityingly increased. He was cer- 
tain the papers would show the hon. gen- 
tleman was mistaken in his opinions on 
the swhject. 


Motion carried. 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. 


In reply to the question of Mr. 
Cartwright, as to when the papers touch- 
ing the withdrawal of the garrisons, etc., 
could be produced. 

Hon. Si GEO. E. CARTIER said they 
were expected to be ready in three or 
four days. 

The motion was allowed to lie over. 


REPEAL OF DUTIES. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON, in the absence of 
Hon. Mr. Dorion, moved that the House 
go into Committee of the whole on a 
suture day to consider a resolution declar- 
ing it expedient to abolish the duties on 
coal, coke, flour, wheat and other grains. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS hoped the motion 
would not be pressed in advance of his 
financial statement. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON consented to let it 
stand. 


THE PROVINCIAL ARBITRATION. 


Mr. BLAKE moved the discharge of the 
order on the resumption of the adjourned 
debate on his motion for correspondence 
touching the arbitration. He said the 
principal objects of his motion had been 
attained both as regards the production of 
papers and the ascertainment of the policy 
of the Government on the subject. 


BUSINESS FOR FRIDAY. 


On the motion for adjournment, 

Hon.. Mr. HOLTON asked what Govern- 
ment business would be entered upon to- 
morrow. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
the Census Billwould be taken up and per- 
haps Sir Francis Hinck’s currency resolu- 
tions. 

The Mouse then adjourned, it being a 
quarter to six o’clock. 


THE SENATE. 


Iripay, March 3, 1871. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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_to whom he had spoken on the subject, 


edged that it was a work of Dominion im- 


| portant subject of the Bay Verte Canal. 
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ROUTINE. 


Hon. Messrs. Ryan, Benson, Sanborn, 
Allan, Read, and Skead, presented peti. — 
tions. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN, Chairman of Com- — 
mittee on Private Bills and Standing Or- 
ders, reported favourably from that Com. | 
mittee respecting petitions of Union Bank 
of Lower Canada, the Quebec Bank, and 
the Great Western Railway. 

The report was adopted. 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT gave notice of 
motions respecting steam communication 
with Sydney, C.8., and the improvement — 
of Mabou Harbour and False Bay 
Beach, C.B. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD, in making the — 
motion of which he had previously given — 
notice, said that portion of the Intercolo- — 
nial Railway to which the motion referred, 


viz. : between Amherst and Truro, was 
one of the most important sections © 
of the Intercolonial Railway ;_ for 


it was a link in the communication with © 
the American and Canadian systems of 
railways. The western extension line 
from St. John to Bangor would be com- 
pleted next autumn, and it was therefore 
very advisable that the link in question 
should be finished withas little delay as 
possible. In addition, he stated, that if 
his hon. friend from Sherbrooke suc- 
ceeded in completing the branch road 
by Moose Head Lake, there would be an 
air-line between Montreal and Halifax, in 
fact, the shortest possible route. Under — 
those circumstances it was very desirable 
that the Government should press the 
construction of the road. He would — 
therefore enquire of them, when that por- 
tion of the Intercolonial Railway lying be- 
tween Amherst and Truro would be ready 
for traffic ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL understood that 
the road in question comprised sections 4, — 
7 and 12. The contractors were to finish 
4and 12 by July 1871, and section 7 by 
July 1872. He hoped, however, that 
the road would be completed 
by the close of the present year. 


THE CANAL COMMISSION. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said during two pre- 
vious sessions he had felt it his duty to 
call the attention of the House to the im- 


But he was not under the necessity of again 
speaking of its importance, inasmuch as he 
found there was no difference of opinion 
on the subject anywhere. All the persons 


whether Ontario or Quebec men, acknowl- 
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portance. It was with much gratification 
that he recognized the existence of such 
w feeling, for it showed that all parties, 
East and West, can look at public ques- 
tions not from a sectional but from a nat- 
ional point of view. Without further pre- 
face he asked the Government :— 


Whether the Canal Commission have 
made their report. andif so, will it be 
submitted to Parliament, and when ? also, 
whether any report and estimates have 
been made by the engineers appointed to 
survey aroute for a canal between the 
waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the 
Bay of Fundy ? 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Commissioners had not yet made their 
report, and he was unable to say when it 
would be laid before Parliament. As re- 
spects the latter part of the question, the 
report of the officers employed by the 
Board of Works had not been received, but 
it was expected very shortly. 


ST. PETER’S CANAL. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER said as the subject of 
Canals was again before the Senate, he 
would ask to be permitted to make a few re- 
marks in reference to the St. Peter’s Canal, 
which, in his place in the House, he had 
made the subject of an enquiry of the 
Government a day or two ago. What he 
then said had been attempted to be mis- 
represented in another place, where the 
subject seemed to be little understood. 
The impression seemed to exist that St. 
Peter’s Canal was a recent undertaking, 
and that blame attached somewhere that 
it was already inadequate to the wants it 
was meant. to meet. It had even been in- 
sinuated, but he was happy to say ina 
quarter where such an insinuation was 
harmless, that this canal originated in 
party necessities, and was completed as the 
reward of party support. He there- 
fore desired to give a short 
history of St. Peter’s Canal. The agi- 
tation in favour of that work commenced in 
Cape Breton and even in Nova Scotia 
over fifty years ago. As early as 1825, a 
survey of a proposed Canal at St. Peter’s, 
was made by Francis Hall, C. E., at the 
expense of the Provincial Government. 
Again, in 1851, another survey was made 
by C. W. Fairbanks, C. E. Next, in 1853, 
a survey was ordered by the Government 
of Nova Scotia under Captain P. J. S. 
Barry, whose plan was adopted, and the 
Canal commenced on the 7th of September, 
1854. It would thus appear, that the under- 
taking had been a long time agitated, that 
46 years ago, the first survey was made by 
an order of Government at the public 
expense, and that its construction was 
commenced according to a plan adop- 
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ted, nearly 17 years ago. Now, from these 
facts it might fairly be inferred that 
St. Peter’s Canal had not been suddenly 
commenced to meet any party exigency, 
or promote any local or personal ends. 
The Government that carried the Act pro- 
viding for the completion of the work was 
the strongest that ever existed in Nova 
Scotia, and could have held power without 
the support of the friends of the St. Pe- 
ter’s Canal. In 1856 the work was sus- 
pended for a time, and in the same year, 
at the instance of the Government, Wil- 
liam H. Talcott C.E.,examined the work and 
made a full report of its condition. In 
1858, another survey and report were made 
by James Laurie, a Scotch engineer in 
charge of the Nova Scotia railways. After 
all these surveys and reports be able engi- 
neers, it could hardly be alleged that the 
work was either commenced or carried on 
without a desire to obtain the fullest sci- 
entific information. If this canal was in- 
sufficient for purposes it was now required 
for, and needed enlargement, it must be 
recollected, the plans were adopted 17 
years ago, when the revenue ot Nova Sco- 
tia could not afford a large outlay; when 
the population of Cape Breton was about 
half of what it is today; when operations 
in the boundless coal mines of the Island 
were comparatively speaking, in their in- 
fancy, and when its other great resources 
had not obtained their present develop- 
ment. He had been represented else- 
where as saying the canal was wholly use- 
less inits present state, but he had said 
nothing of the kind, as over 500 vessels 
had used it during the past season. 
What he did say was that to be as bene- 
ficial to the country as it should be, and 
might be, it ought to be enlarged, and he 
now repeated that assertion. The en- 
largment was more required in width than 
in depth, although both would be neces- 
sary. It was too narrow for the smallest 
class of paddle steamers. It had, how- 
ever, a depth of 13 feet. The man who 
would assert, as had been asserted else- 
where, that only fishing smacks could 
float in 13 feet of water, must know as 
much about a fishing smack as he does 
about St, Peter’s Canal, which apparently 
is very little. Nor was it surprising the 
work required repaifs 80 soon, as only avery 
small portion of it, that between the two 
locks, had been walled in, and the cutting 
is said to be the deepest in America. The 
canal had not been completed in the man- 
ner usual with first-class canals for want of 
means, and hence the early necessity for 
repairs. When he said this work had, in 
one sense, been only half completed, he 
meant the line of communication of which 
it is a part was only half completed, and 
it would remain so until the portage at 
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East Bay, separating the waters of the 
Bras d’Or Lake from Spanish River and 
the ocean, had also been opened. He had 
hopes the Government would well con- 
sider the importance of this needed public 
improvement on its merits, and witha due 
regard to the claims of the inhabitants of 
that valuable section of the Dominion. 
The great resources of Cape Breton 
only required development to make 
the island a prosperous community. 
These resources, he was sorry to say, 
seemed to be better appreciated across the 
border than by ourselves. Canals and 
railways were what were required to advance 
that prosperity. The fisheries and coal 
mines of the Island were almost inexhaust- 
able. Of its agricultural capabilities and 
other advantages an eminent American 
engineer, Mr. Talcott said in his report 
on the Canal: ‘The lands which I saw 
on the South Westerly shore of the Lake 
for several miles from St. Peter's, are 
capable of being highly cultivated and of 
sustaining a dense population. The 
means for promoting such cultivation, 
seem to be abundant, particularly lime 
which now is so extensively used for agri- 
cultural purposes with great benetit. 
The opening of a convenient navigation 
between the Bras d’Or Lake and St. 
Peter’s Bay, can hardly fail to 
invite to the shores of this 
lake a better class of citizens than 
could be expected without it. It must 
give additional value to all land bordering 
on this vast inland sea. It will also invite 
the use of steam in navigating the lake, 
and also coastwise to Halifax, securing 
greater celerity and frequency of the mails 
and thereby stimulate agriculture and 
trade, the effects of which will be felt at 
your largest cities, and by a reflex and re- 
ciprocal influence, benefit almost every part 
of the Province. Various other advanta- 
ges, ina political point of view will be felt 
which J will not presume to mention.’ He 
would place this disinterested opinion of 
an eminent scientific man, in the discharge 
of his professional duty, and with his pro- 
fessional reputation at stake, against the 
ignorant assertions and mean _in- 
sinuations of a disappointed faction- 
ist who in opposition is ready to run 
a muck against everything he sup- 
ported while in office. He would state 
that the Bras d’Or Lake, bays and 
inlets cover an area of about 500 
square miles, with a shore line of 
over 500 miles. They divide Cape Breton 
nearly in two, affording the finest water 
facilities with every portion of the 
the Island. According to Mr. Laurie, C. 
E., for small vessels bound from Sydney to 
the westward of Cape Canso, the canal 
would effect asaving of 30 to 35 miles in 
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distance, and for vessels taking their de- 
parture for Barra Straits, which are situated 
near the centre of the Island, and of the 
Bras d’Or Lake, there would a saving of 
130 miles. To make the entire circuit by 
water from one side of the isthmus to the 
other, by passing round Scatterie, the 
distance would be 200 miles. ‘This 200 
miles is reduced to half a mile, by St. 
Peter’s Canal, and the dangerous naviga- 
tion round Scatterie, is avoided. Al- 
though Mr. Laurie thought coal vessels 
would not generally use the canal, the 
experience of last year had shown the con- 
trary. He had _ tregpassed on the 
attention of the House because he consid. 
ered it proper that more should be known 
about St. Peter’s Canal, in order that it 
might receive fair consideration. But he 
would not have troubled the Senate 
again so soon on the subject, had he not 
considered it due to himself to repe! the 
insinuations and correct the misrepresen- 
tations of a Mr. William McDougall, “‘ who- 
ever he is,’’ in another place. He be- 
lieved, however, he was the same man of 
that name who would like to be Governor 
of Manitoba, but couldn’t. It was said he is 
a member of the House of Commons, but 
he ‘did not know whether he was or 
not,’’ as grave doubts have been expressed 
on that point. From all he 
could learn the individual in 
question was a played out political harle- 
quin, shunned and despised by all parties. 
He was said to have a delicate relish for of- 
ficial pap, for which he can in turns be 
‘all things to allmen.’’ Within the last 
few months this individual had been acting 
the part of a political vagabond, wandering 
about the country endeavouring to draw 
some following to his standard. 


THE FISHERIES. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL stated to the 
House, in moving the second reading of 
the Bill, “to further amend the Act 
respecting fishing by foreign vessels,”’ that 
its object was to make some slight changes 
which had been found necessary in work- 
ing Out the present law. Under the exist- 
ing Act, an officer was bound to take the 
offending vessel into the nearest port and 
deliver her to the Custom’s officer. It had 
been found impracticable to follow such a 
course in all cases ; sometimes, the near- 
est port might not be the mostsecure 
place for the vessel, and to enforce the re- 
quisite proceedings. Therefore it was 
thought desirable to alter the law so that 
the officer seizing the vessel might take 
her into any other port, according as he 
might judge most advisable for the public 
interests. Last season, when a vessel 
had been taken into the nearest port, 
Suspicions arose that there was a design 


wd The 
laid to release the vessel. It had also 
been found that the provisions for the 
division of the seized property worked un- 
satisfactorily. As the law now stood, after 
the necessary expenses were deducted, 
the money was equally divided, one half 
going to the officer in command and the 
other to the Government, the latter, how- 
ever, paying a very large proportion of the 
expenses. The system worked unsatis- 
factorily, inasmuch as the commanding 
officer had the sole right to the one-half, 
and need not divide it with the other offi- 
cers or crew. It was proposed now that 
all property seized should be sold under 
regulations made from time to time by the 
Governor in Council, who would also ap- 
portion three-fourths, or less, of the net 
remainder left after paying the necessary 
expenses, among the officers and crew of 
the vessel making the seizure. In this 
connection, he must take an oppor- 
tunity of alluding to the very satis- 
factory manner in which the service had 
been performed during the past ‘season, 
with one single exception, and that had 
been soon disposed of. Only one case had 
arisen, when it was necessary to divide a 
sum of money—some $800. On a repre- 
sentation being made to the officer, that 
he (Hon. Mr. Mitchell) would feel it his 
duty to submit a Bill to Parliament, for 
the alteration of the law, that officer re- 
cognized at once the justice of the pro- 
posed change, and said that he would 
have felt himself bound, under any cir- 
cumstances, to divide the money among 
his crew, and that he would - therefore 
leave it in the charge of the department 
for distribution. The money was accord- 
ingly divided equally. ij i 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE St. JUST— 
Who was that officer ? 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL — Commander 
Lavoie. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
A good officer ? 


Hon. Mr, MITCHELL—That officer had 
performed his duties to the perfect 
satisfaction of the Department. It 
should not, however, rest in the 
power of any officer to devide or keep all 
the money as he might think proper ; and 
therefore the change im the law was pro- 
posed. Before concluding, he could not 
refrain from referring to the fact that the 
whole spirit of our legislation in this parti- 
cular had been commented upon in high 
quarters in another country as arbitrary 
and novel. Now, he could say positively 
that the Act was neither unusual nor arbi- 
trary—it contained those provisions which 
were found in the revenue laws of the 
mother country as wellas of the neigh- 
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bouring republic. In no point of view 
could it be considered objectionable. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST— 
Was it without danger ? 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—With the experi- 
ence of the past before us, we could say 
that it involved the country in no danger 
whatever. On the contrary, the course 
pursued had evoked respect for 
the legislation of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
thought the Bill unobjectionable, but his 
hon. friend had not answered his question 
which was, whether the Act was not calcu- 
lated to create danger. He was one of 
those, he must add, who would sustain 
any rights which we had, but between 
might and right there was a great dif- 
ference. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—No measure was 
devoid of danger. It must be admitted, 
however, that so far as he could see, our 
course had resulted in convincing certain 
people of the necessity of coming to some 
amicable arrangement. At all events, 
respect was evoked for our assertion of the 
rights of the Dominion. He doubted the 
policy of hinting that we were afraid 
there was danger in asserting our rights. 
Everything said by his hon. friend and 
others was telegraphed and published in 
the New York press. He had seen that 
day in one of the papers of that city, 
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a report of the recent debate in 
the Senate on the Fishery ques- 
tion. It would, therefore, be seen 


how careful we should be of everything 
said at the time when the Commission was 
meeting at Washington. No remarks 
should be made to create the impression 
across the borders that we supposed that 
there would be any resistance to the just 
claims which would be brought forward by 
our representative at Washington. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
wished to know should we allow it to be 
said elsewhere that Canada was enforcing 
by additional legislation the same regula- 
tions which had led to existing difficulties. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said there was no 
intention of repealing the existing laws. 
The leader of the Government had stated 
elsewhere that the same instructions would 
be given to the officers the forthcoming 
season as aad been given last year. In 
order to make the service effective, 
changes in the law as proposed were re- 
quired. That fact did not affect our posi- 
fion at all. It did not give the Americans 
any reason to suppose that we were legis- 
lating in an unfriendly spirit. Even if 
they agreed to come to a fair understand- 
ing and give us compensation for certain 
privileges, it would be necessary that the 
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law should be in existence and be made as 
perfect as possible. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
must not be understood to object to the 
Bill. 

The Bill was read a second time, and 
referred to Committee on Tuesday next. 


The House then adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 3, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:10 
p.m, 
Several petitions were presented. 


PRIVATE ACCOUNTS OF MEMBERS. 


Before proceeding to business Hon. J. 
H. CAMERON complained that a practice 
had grown up, that any member might go 
to the accountants office and inspect the 
accounts of other members. It was a 
liberty that he thought should be checked 
by the Speaker, or if he did not like to 
take the responsibility on himself of doing 
so, then itshould be checked by the 
House. 

After a short discussion the SPHAKER 
said that he was not aware of the practice, 
but, having heard the opinion of the House 


[SENATE] 


he would take care in future that no in--. 


formation should be given to any individ- 
ual member. 


THE BANKING ACT. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved for 
leave to introduce a Bill relating to 
Banks and Banking. In making this 
motion he wished to make a few explana. 
tory remarks with respect to the scope of 
the Bill. Last year he had the honor to 
introduce a measure to enable the Gov- 
ernor General to grant new charters to 
Banks as the old ones expired. It was 
supposed at the time that many Banks 
would avail themselves of: the opportuni- 
ty afforded them of having their charters 
renewed. It had so happened that in only 
one single instance had a charter been so 
renewed. Although within the last 
couple of weeks there had been a num- 
ber of applications from Banks for the ex- 
tension of their charters, they almost un- 
animously expressed themselves in 
favour of having Parliamentary charters, 
When this was ascertained—and it was 
quite recently—Government determined 
that they would endeavour to embody in 
one general Act, not only the provisions of 
the Act of last session, but also the gene- 
ral provisions of what he might term the 
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internal regulations of Banks, which 
seemed desirable, and which they them- 
selves seemed desirous should be as near 
as possible assimilated. They wished all 
to be put on the same footing with respect 
to these resolutions. Now, he was bound 
to say that this was as far as Government 
thought of going with regard to that mat- 
ter, but within a very few days 


| he had reason to believe, from conversa-_ 


tions he had had with gentlemen well 
versed in such matters, that there was a 
very general desire that in the Bank Act 
the charters should be extended for ten 
years. He would now move for leave to 
introduce the measure, and after the sec- 
ond reading he would refer 1t to the Com- 


mittee on Banking and Commerce, where ~ 


hon. gentlemen of experience in banking 
matters would have an opportunity to 
aid in producing a measure that would sat- 
isfy all parties. 

The Bill was then read a first time, sec- 
ond reading on Friday next. 


PREVENTION OF BRIBERY. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS introduced an Act 
for the prevention of corrupt practices in 
relation tothe collection of revenue. He 
explained that under the present law 
the only penalty for bribing a Re- 
venue officer was a civil suit for the col- 
lection of £100, This sum was altogether 
inadequate, and the Bill he now introduc- 
ed was to provide that such offences should 
be punishable as misdemeanors, both the 
officer bribed and the person corrupting 
him to be liable to punishment. 


Mr. SNIDER moved that Bill No. 22 be 
discharged, and the motion being carried, 


introduced a Bill to extend the Act author- 
izmg the imposition and collection of — 


harbor dues, by the town of Owen Sound. 
EXPENSES OF THE FENIAN RAID. 


The formal message from His Excellen- 
cy having been read, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House go into Committee of the Whole 
to consider certain resolutions affirming the 
expediency of indemnifying the Govern- 


ment for having authorised the issue of a — 
special warrant for $200,000, to provide for — 
the defence of the Dominion in repelling — 


the Fenian Invasion in the month of May 
last. He would take occasion to explain 
with respect to the resolutions of last year, 
involving the expenditure of money, that 
he had looked at the Act during recess, 
and notwithstanding the objection of the 
hon. member for Chateauguay, he did not 


find that it was necessary to precede the 


resolution by a message from His Excel- 


lency, still, he was bound to admit that it 
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was hardly possible in cases of this kind to 
proceed with too great caution. He had, 
therefore, adopted the usual formality. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON was quite sure that 
if the Act did did not specify the mode of 
proceeding, the spirit of it was that the 
form should be _ observed. Its ob- 


ject was to tie the hands of the 
House against any unauthorized ex- 
penditure. He, therefore, thought that 


when a large amount was to be expended, 
and in this case he admitted, necessarily 
expended, the utmost formality should be 
observed. 

The resolution was read a first time. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House resolve itself into a Committee 
ofthe Whole to consider certain resolu- 
tions on the subject of Savings’ Banks, 
and also of the issue and redemption of 
‘Pominion notes. In making this motion, 
he wished to observe that His Excellency 
had commanded him to inform the House 
that he (the Governor General) had cog- 
nizance of this motion. Before ‘Tuesday 
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the resolutions would be printed in both 
languages, and in the hands of honourable 
members. 


THE CENSUS ACT. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN: moved the House 
into Committee on the Bill toamend the 
Census Act, Hon. Col. GRAY in the chair. 


In reply to the Hon. Mr. Holton. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the majority of 
the enumerators would finish their work 
in about three weeks from the commence- 
ment of the enumeration. There were 
some few districts with small scattered 
populations in which the census could not 
be taken before mid-summer. Of course, 
the moment the Government should get 
returns from the greater part of the coun- 
try, they would commence to compile and 
count. There would be no delay on the 
part of the Commissioners. The compila- 
tion would be pushed forward with the 
utmost dispatch, and the work would be 
completed long before the next meeting 
of the House. 


On reading the eighth clause. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the pro- 
visions of this clause empowered the Gov- 
ernor General to render valid anything 
that should be done under the autho- 
rity of the Minister of Agriculture. 
Why have any other provision at all? it 
did seem to him, in practice and reason 
and in every point of vicw as a most 
omnium gatherum kind of provision. He 
really thought it would save printing and 
trouble to strike out all the rest of the 
Bill but this one clause. 


Aat: 258 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIIN said he had explain- 
ed the object of this clause when he in- 
troduced the Bill. The hon. member for 
Lambton, had expressed his assent to it, 
The reason was this, in the numerous dis- 
tricts and sub-districts, it was hardly pos- 
sible to avoid mistakes, and the whole pur- 
port of this Bill was to permit the correc- 
tion of such errors without issuing a new 


proclamation. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the 
only objection to’! at was that 
serious questions might be in- 


volved, which should be dealt with by 
proclamation in the usual way. He had 
very great confidence in the hon. gentle- 
man opposite, but the public outside 
might have a different opinion and he 
thought it was desirable in this census 
matter that everything should be done 
open and above board that the peo- 
ple might see and know what was going 
on. In Manitoba it was charged that the 
census had been taken there under local 
official sanction, and very improperly. 
Sections where nobody existed were de- 
clared as having hundreds of inhabitants, 
and it was charged directlyin newspapers 
of that country that the census had been 
falsified. Now, ina case of that kind where 
the taking of the census was to determine 
the proportion of representatives of the 
Province, everything should be done in 
the most open and frank manner possible. 
There should be no arming of the hon. 
gentleman with a law which could be 
abused. 


Hon,Mr.DUNKIN assured his hon. friend 
that the clause did not increase the power 
of the Government except in the manner 


-he had explained. 


The clause was passed and the Bill was. 
reported with amendments. 


ASSIMILATION OF CURRENCY. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee to consider certain 
resolutions for the assimilation of the cur- 
rency throughout the Dominion. 

Hon. Col. GRAY in the chair. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
hardly knew that he had any observations 
to make to the House on this occasion. It 
seemed to him that the assimilation of the 
currency had commended. it- 
self to the opinion of every 
hon, menber in this House so completely, 
that it was hardly necessary to say one 
word with respect to the resolutions which 
he had introduced. He very much re- 
gretted that there was not that entire 
satisfaction to the measure in the Province 
of Nova Scotia, which had a different cur- 
rency from other parts of the Dominion. 
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He had reason to fear that they were 
hardly yet reconciled to have the currency 
assimilated, but the question was not one 
for the Dominion of Canada alone, but the 
object was to have an assimilated currency 
throughout the whole of this continent 
fhear, hear]. He thought it must be 
obvious that the time had arrived that this 
assimilation should be made (hear, hear). 
It was one of the objects proposed on 
this occasion to put an end to having 
British silver any longer a legal tender in 
the country. He thought it was exceed- 
ingly desirable that the only legal tender 
should be our own coin. It had been 
found by experience that the British sil- 
ver was exceedingly inconvenient for 
circulation and there were fears and with 
very obvious reasons that a coin which an- 
-swered very well for a subsidiary coin in 
the British Islands, but which might not 
be found to suit our comparatively small 
population might be thrown upon us in 
large quantities. It was in itself depreciat- 
ed and really and truly was no better 
intrinsically than the coins of the United 
States, which we hadso much trouble in 
removing, and we must remember that 
if it ever should circulate in such quanti- 
ties it would produce exactly the 
same effects as the American 
silver did. He thought it, therefore, ad- 
visable that an endshould be put to tuat. 
He believed we had a sufficient quantity of 
our own silver, and as there was no difh- 
culty in procuring the coin, there was no 
necessity to resort to the silver of other 
countries There was another provision in 
this Bill respecting gold coins. They 
would still continue to be legal tenders, 
and he was bound to say that he could 
not conceive any circumstances under 
which it would be advisable, as long as 
gold coins continued at their present 
value, that they should cease to be legal 
tender in this country. The British gold 
in circulation in this country was under 
one:tenth of the whole amount ; that was 
to say that for one sovereign in circula- 
tion there were nine half eagles. Whether 
it might be desirable to have Canadian 
gold coins he could not say at present. 
However, it was quite premature to dis- 
cuss at present the advisability of issuing 
Canadian coins. From enquiries he had 
made, he had discovered {that the banks 
preferred American half-eagles to British 


sovereigns, it being found that the 
sovereigps were not worth 
as much as the American coin. 


With regard to copper coinage it was pro- 
posed that the bronze cents should be the 
only legal tender. He proposed that the 
Act should come into operation on the Ist 
July, 1871. All existing liabilities would 
be settled iu the currency in which they 
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were contracted, and although, no doubt, 
some inconvenience would be experienced, 
he trusted it would be but of short dura- 
tion. He referred to the time when there 
had been different currencies in England 
and Ireland, and said he had a distinct re- 
collection of the dissatisfaction expressed 
when these currencies were assimilated, 
but it had-soon ended, and he was satistied 
that in the case of the Dominion the ben- 
efit would soon be experienced, and that 
Nova Scotians would be amongst those 
best satisfied with the change. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON considered that the 
necessity of a uniform currency was self- 
evident, and thought the resolutions before 
the House very thoroughly met the re- 
quirements of the case. He was glad 
there would be an entire displacement of 
British silver, which was a grievance almost 
as great as the American silver had been. 
He was not, however, disposed to assent 
to a gold coinage, as he thought it would 
prove most costly, and without commen- 
surate advantage. He also thought that 
the American gold standard was not 
identical with that of England 
and consequently the proposed Canadian 
half-eagle would not be of the exact value 
of the American half-eagle. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS explained that the 


| difference in fineness would be met by a 


proportionate difference in weight, so as 
to make the two coins of exactly the same 
intrinsic value. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON admitted that the 


| difficulty could in that way be obviated, 


but maintained that the wording of the 
resolutions did not admit of such being 
done. He thought that the effect of the 
6th clause was to confirm the action of the 
Government in issuing silver coins, for 
which he was inclined to think, there was 
no authority in Law. 


Hon. Sir GEO. £. CARTIER—Plenty of 
authority. 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON was aware that there 
were Acts in the old Province, but did not 
remember any Bill since the Ist Juiy 1867. 
He did not object, but merely pointed out 
the effect of the clause. 

On the whole he approved of the resolu- 
tions. 


Mr. CHIPMAN (Kings, N.S.) moved in > 
amendment that allafter the word ‘‘ expe- © 
dient ’’ should be struck out, and that the © 
following should be substituted, ‘‘that the — 


currency of Nova Scotia should  re- 
main unchanged, and should not be 
assimilated to that of the United States.” 


He feared that the Finance Minister and 


the leader of the Opposition being in ac- 
cord in the matter, Nova Scotia would, 
with its small representation go to the 


Other portion of the Dominion. 


the great inconvenience 


and any of the public offices. 
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wall, unless the House accorded them 
that generosity to which they had aright. 
He pointed out the Nova Scotia currency 
was based on the decimal system, the 
English sovereign passing for $5, and the 
English shilling for 25 cents, and urged 


Assimilation of 


' that any change made by the Dominion 


Parliament would create very great dissa- 
tisfaction. He then read a resolution of 
the Nova Scotia Assembly opposing any 
change in the currency except on an In- 
ternational basis and claimed for it 
the respect and consideration 
of the House as.representing the opinion 
of the people of Nova Scotia at large. He 
considered it his duty thus to bring the 
matter before the House, and. should de- 
mand a vote on his amendment. He fur- 
ther objected to the time proposed for the 
coming into operation of the measure, on 
the ground that throughout Nova Scotia 
all mercantile accounts were closed on the 
ist January, and urged therefore that in 
order to have as little confusion and in- 
convenience as possible, the time should 
be the Ist of January. Be concluded by 
asking that Nova Scotia should receive at 
the hands of the Government the same 
considerations that had been extended to 
it on former occasions, and that the mea- 
sure should at least be postponed until 
another session. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY thought it was quite 
clear that the member for King’s was a 
young member of that House, or he would 
not have asked consideration for Nova 
Scotia on account of its small representa- 
tion, for no one could question that the 
interests of Nova Scotia had ever been 
treated with the greatest consideration 
The assimilation of the currency had been 
one of the advantages that was expected 
to result specially from Confederation, and 
it had simply been postponed hitherto on 
account of the representations of members 
from Nova Scotia, who, session after session, 
had urged that no change should take 
place while there was the least prospect of 
an international currency, but now that 
that prospect was so entirely done away 
with there could be no possible reason for 
further postponement. As far as New 
Brunswick was concerned, he did not hesi- 
tate to say that the prospect of this assim- 
ilation had been one of the strongest 


reasons tor agreeing to Confederation, and 


he was confident that in a very short time 
after the change had been effected Nova 
Scotia would be as much pleased as any 
He de- 
difficulties and 
experienced 
throughout Nova Scotia in all matters 


tailed the many 


_of Customs and Excise, and in fact in 


every transaction between business men 
As to the 
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time at which the change should take 

place, he pointed out the great importance 
of its taking effect from the begining of 
the financial year, the Ist July, as otherwise 
one half-year of the public accounts would 
be under a different system to the other, 
and if the Finance Minister could be pre- 
pared to introduce a sufficient supply of 
the new silver coinage into Nova Scotia at 

the commencement of the Act, he antici- 
pated very little inconvenience. He ins- 
tanced the great inconvenience and loss a 
merchant from Ontario or Quebec would 
sustain, if, after collecting accounts in 
Nova Scotia and returning home, he found 
the amount of notes he had received nomi- 
nally correct, but in reality 3 or 4 per 
cent, below their value from being payable 
at Halifax, and he could state positively 
that great loss had been experienced in 
New Brunswick in that way, and there 
could be no possible reason for allowing 
such a state of things to continue—not- 
withstanding the resolution of the Assem- 
bly of Nova Scotia that had been read, he 
knew that there existed a great division of 
Opinion in that Province on the subject, 
and he read an extract from a letter from 
Mr. John R. Ryerson of Yarmouth, Nova, 
Scotia urging the assimilation of the Cur- 
rency and urging also that that assimilation 
should come into effect as soon as possible. 
As to losses which it was anticipated might 
result on contracts entered into previous 
to the change, he mentioned that a gen- 
tleman in Nova Scotia, who was acknowl- 

edged to have devoted more time and at- 
tention to the subject than any other in 
the Province, Mr.'Jack, had published an ar- 
ticle some years previously, for the purpose 
of urging the Dominion to accept the cur- 
rency of Nova Scotia, in which he showed 
that though there might be unconvenience. 
there need be neither gain nor loss. He 
read an extract fromthe article. He trust- 
ed not only that the principle of the 
measure would be accepted by the House, 

but that no postponement would take 
place in the date on which it was to take- 
effect, 

Mr, McDONALD— (Lunenburg)—When 
this question had been previously discuss- 
ed he had considered it his duty to oppose 
it as unjust to Nova Scotia, solong as there 
was any possibility of an international 
currency, butfrom the moment that pro- 
ject ceased to be a possibility, he made up 
his mind that there was no further reason 
for opposing an assimilation — of 
the currency of the Dominion. 
He had always regarded that assimilation 
as inevitable in one way or another, ‘and 
while, as a Nova Scotian, regretting the in- 
convenience to which his Province would 
be subjected, he was compelled to admit 
that it would be unfair to subject the other 
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three Provinces to the inconvenience of 
changing their currency to that of Nova 
Scotia, and he fully admitted that opinion 
was byno means unanimous on the ques- 
tion in Nova Scotia. As to the time, he 
‘thought it a matter open to discussion, 
but the assimilation he regarded as in- 
evitable. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE had listened with very 
great pleasure to the maiden speech of the 
member for Kings, and was only sorry 
that he had to oppose him, but the ques- 
tion was now before them in such a way that 
it could not be withstood, and with regard 
to one particular remark of the member 
for Kings he could not help saying that 
though the representatives of Nova Scotia 
were in a minority, they had invariably re- 
ceived the grestest consideration. The 
question had been staved off time after 
time in the hope of an international cur- 
rency, but sucha hope was now at an end, 
and as gentlemen he thought Nova Scotia 
members could not ask the majority of the 


House further to postpone _ the 
matter. He referred to the establish- 
ment of the present Nova Scotia 


currency by the present Chief Justice, Sir 
William Young, re-calling how he (Mr. 
Howe) had urged, though, in vain, that 
that cnrrency should be the same as that 
in use on the remainder of the continent. 
He admitted that in their transactions 
with England, Nova Scotians found their 
currency most convenient, but maintain- 
ed that in other transactions it was most 
inconvenient. He was sure ample pro- 
visions had been made to avoid all loss on 
dealings commenced before the change, 
and though inconvenience and even dissat- 
isfaction might arise, the question would 
have to come sometime, and it might just 
as well come now. 


Mr. OLIVER feared that when the Eng- 
lish silver and the twenty cent pieces were 
withdrawn from circulation there would 
be a great scarcity of silver, and now that 
the banks were prohibited from issuing 
smaller notes than $4, the small notes 
would naturally be withheld and_ conse- 
quently there would be a greater demand 
for silver, and he would press this matter 
on the attention of the Minister of Fi- 
nance. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS assured the 
hon, member for North Oxford, that he had 
been constantly considering the question, 
as he had felt that it would be most dis- 
advantageous to have either too much or 


too little silver. He thought, 
however, that no one had a_ better 
opportunity of knowing the exact 


state of affairs than he had, and he well 
understood that the withdrawal of twenty 
cent pieces and British silver would neces- 


Mr. McDonald. 
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sitate a greater quantity of Canadian silver, 
put he stated that the difficulties in ob- 
taining supplies of the new coinage ex- 
perienced in the first instance were now 
obviated, and that fresh supplies could be 
obtained on a very short notice. As to 
the time at which the new measure should 
take effect, he found it would be very dif- 
ficult to ascertain how much of the new 
coinage, either gold or silver, would be 
required when that time came, and he 
therefore considered it most important 
that it should be at a time of the year 
when fresh supplies could be obtained with 
the least possible delay and expense. 


Mr. CHIPMAN then agreed to withdraw 
his amendment, on the understanding that — 
he would move it again when the resolu- 
tions came up for concurrence. 


Mr. GIBBS (South Ontario) said that two 
of the chief benefits that had been promised 
from Confederation were the encourage- 
ment of commercial intercourse between | 
the Provinces, and the assimilation of the — 
currency. The one had_ been accom. / 
plished, and the other had only been de- © 
ferred in consideration for the Pro- — 
vince of Nova Scotia. The necessity for — 
assimilation was universally conceded, — 
and needed no argument. He thought — 
that in return for the consideration shown 
to Nova Scotia in the repeated postpone- 
ments of the matter they ought to with-~ 
hold all opposition and allow the measure 
to pass unanimously The question was 7 
whether the larger should yield to the 
smaller, or the smaller to the larger. There — 
might bea little difficulty, but it would 
very soon be overcome and the Nova Sco- 
tians would soon find that the change was — 
most beneficial. 


Mr. SAVARY was just as much in favor 
of the Nova Scotian currency as any one 
could be, and had urged his views session 
after session, but felt that the House was— 
so decided in,the matter that it would be 
useless to oppose the resolution. He thought 
the true question was which was the best 
currency, and although he felt strongly in 
the matter, he would not repeat his opi- 
nions as he knew it would be useless. 
Referring to the question of an Interna- 
tional currency, he stated that the project 
had fallen through, not because of the 
unhappy position of France and other 
European countries, but because the Ameri- 
can Government had refused to accede to 
the recommendations of the Paris confer 


ence. He should certainly support the 
amendment of the member tor 
Kings, but that failing : 


should not further oppose the measure 
as he thought the anomaly of the Dom in 
ion having different currencies should not 
exist any longer. . 
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Mr. CHIPMAN (Kings) said he theught 
he had heard the hon. member for Hants 
say that no Gentleman could oppose the 
measure (laughter), but trusted he had 
misunderstood him. In reply to the mem- 
ber for Oshawa he thought the question 
was not whether ‘‘the larger should yield 
to the smaller, nor the smaller to the larg- 
er’’ but which was the best currency, and as 
the Nova Scotia currency was based on the 
British coinage, He certainly thought it 
more patriotic [cheers and laughter] for 
those who believed in British connection 
to pay homage to their Sovereign (renewed 
laughter.) When the resolutions came up 
for concurrence he should endeavor to 
address himself directly ta the point, and 
test the sense of the House. 


The Ist, 2nd and 3rd clauses were then 
passed. 


In reply to Mr. Killam’s question on the 
4th resolution, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS stated that 
every security would be given as regards 
the notes, gold and silver coin. With re- 
gard tothe standard of fineness for their 
gold coin, they could not use the Mint of 
the United States, though, or the ground 
of the desirability of uniformity, he would 
prefer their standard. Having to go to 
the Royal Mint, the English standard of 
fineness would have to be chosen. But 
the Canadian coin, though not of the same 
standard as that of the Republic, would be 
of the same value; of that there need be 
no doubt or fear. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN hoped the Finance 
Minister would hesitate long before re- 
sorting to an issue of a gold coin currency, 
though he might take power in the Bill 
therefor. In the settlement of foreign 
exchanges it would be of less value than 
American or English coin, however equal 
to either nation’s coin it might be in 
Canada. Bezides, we did not want a new 
- coinage, having all the coin we needed at 
- present. ' 

The 5th and remaining resolutions were 
passed, and the Committee rose. The re- 
- port to be received on Tuesday next. 


Mr. COSTIGAN inquired whether the 
Ordnance Lands in New Brunswick had 
been transferred by the Imperial Govern- 
ment; ifso, do they intend to dispose of 
them, and under what system. Ifno such 
transfer has yet been made, is it the in- 
tention of the Government to take any 
steps to obtain such transfer ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was under- 
_ stood to reply that a certain portion of the 
Ordnance Lands in New Brunswick were 
transferred to the Government of Canada 
‘a portion of them in the Vicinity of 
Fredericton. As to the remainder, the 
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matter had not yet engaged the attention 
of the Government, but would soon. 


There being no other orders on the 
paper ready to proceed with, the motion 
for an adjournment till Monday was carried, 
ata few minutes to six. ~ 


Currency. 


THE SENATE. 


Monpay, 6th March, 1871, 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 

Hon. Messrs. Ryan, Skead, and Wilmot, 
presented petitions, 


THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. WARK moved that ‘a select 
committee be appointed to enquire into, 
and report on all matters connected with 
the survey, location, and construction of 
the Intercolonial Railway, since the ap- 
pointment of the Commissioners, with 
power to send for persons and papers, and 
that the said Committee be composed of 
the Honourable Sir Edward Kenny, and 
the hon. Messrs. Aikins, Burnham, Letel- 
lier de St. Just, Locke, Price, Wilmot, and 
the mover, to meet and adjourn as they 
please.”” In making his motion, the hon. 
gentleman said that it was not necessary 
that he should make any lengthy remarks 
on the subject. It was evident that there 
should be a very careful investigation into 
all matters connected with the construc. 
tion of so important a public work as the 
Intercolonial Railway, involving the ex- 
penditure of large sums of public money. 
The committee, last session, had little 
time for making all the enquiries they 
wished. The Commissioners complain- 
ed that they had not sufficient oppor- 
tunity afforded them to give explanations, 
which might have led to some modifica- 
tions of the report. Under all the cir- 
cumstances, it was very desirable that a 
Committee should be appointed to enquire 
into the whole question. 


Hon. Mr. OLIVIER’S name was substi- 
tuted for that of Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. 
Just, on motion of the latter. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL had no objection 
to the Committee—as the Government 
were desirous that the fullest investiga- 
tion should be made into so important a 
question. He suggested that the names 
of Hon. Messrs. Mitchell and Ferrier be 
added to the Committee, instead of sub- 
stituted for two other gentlemen as the 


/- hon. mover proposed. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER desired, before the 
motion passed, to take an opportunity of 
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saying a few words respecting the progress 
which was being made in the construction 
of the Intercolonial Railway. Complaints 
had arisen that the work was not advanc- 
ing as fast as it ought to be—that the stafi 
generally employed was too large and con- 
sequently too much expense incurred, As 
respects the progress of the work, he 
believed it was but slow, though he was 
not prepared to state the causes ofthe de- 
lay. It was a well known fact that con- 
tracts had been awarded to parties who 
were notable to fulfil them. It ought cer- 
tainly to have been apparent to the Com- 
missioners and the large staff of engineers 
that the work could not have been ex- 
ecuted for so low a price as was tendered 
for by some parties. When the contrac- 
tors gave up the work the next parties 
who took it had, in some cases, double 
what had been given in the first instance. 
He wished to know from the Commissioners 
whether any proceedings had been taken 
against the securities for the execution of 
the contracts which had been forfeited. 
It was not with a view of giving an opin- 
ion that there should be a prosecution 
against the parties that he made 
these remarks—he believed it was gener- 
ally understood that it was better to leave 
those securities alone. Proceedings had 
been taken in some cases, and the conse- 
quence had been that the Government 
finally had to pay the expenses. As re- 
spects the part with which he was best ac- 
quainted, he knew, asa fact, that if the 
works there were! progressing with more 
rapidity it would givea chance to the other 
contractors in the interior to execute 
their works 25 or 30 per cent. less 
than they could do so now; for then they 
would be in a better position to obtwin 
their supplies and materials. He did not 
understand why the works should not be 
constructed in a shorter time. It was 
not sur; rising, however, that delays should 
occur when some of the contractors left 
the most difficult part of the work to the 
last. [he deep excavations, for instance 
in which only a limited number of men 
could be put at a time. It had also been 
complained that the staffof officers em- 
ployed was too large in proportion to the 
work to bedone. It was true that the 
Commissioners were properly appoiated 
at the beginning of the work, but he was 
not prepared to say they were necessary at 
the close. Itwas not advisable to have 
an imperium in imperio. He did not say 
that any of the gentlemen would be influ- 
enced by personal interests, but it might 
be argued by some that they would not 
be inclined to press the completion of the 
work as earnestly as desirable. 


Hon Mr. MoLELAN replied that since 
Hon. Mr. Tessier. 
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he had the honour of aseaton the Com- 
mission, the question of the staff had been 
under the consideration of the Commis- 


Railway. 


sioners and the Government,. 
and at. the commencement of 
1871 a very large reduction 


had actually been made, and a consider- 
able saving of expense thereby effected. 
The Commissioners had always been 
anxious to bring down the expenses to 
the lowest point commensurate with the — 
public interests. The hon, gentlemen 
would bear in mind that the Intercolonial 
Railway was a long road, and that a large 
part of it ran through an uncultivated 
country where the expense of surveying 
was very considerable compared with 
what it would be through a settled district ; 
but, nevertheless, he was satisfied that 
when comparison with other roads was 
made, the expenses of the Iniercolonial 
in this particular would not be found 
greater. Any one who knew anything ~ 
of railways was aware that the most impor- 
tant part of the work was the survey. 
He had reason to know that although a 
long period of time had passed in the sur- 
vey, it had effected very considerable 
savings in the construction of the road. 
As respects the end of the line referred to 
by the hon, gentleman, the Messrs. — 
Worthington had been employed on it © 
from the commencement. Near Trois — 
Pistoles, the contractors were working as 
many men as was possible, but only a cer- 
tain number could be employed in the 
cutting, which was of clay and very diffi. 


cult. He thought nearly the whole 
of that contract in that 
section of the country had been 


completed with the exception of that par- 
ticular cutting. In respect to what had 
been done in Nova Scotia, he could give a — 
satisfactory answer. It had been already 
stated by the Postmaster General that the 
70 or 80 miles of railway there would be 
opened by the end of the present year; 
but there were on that line also some 
troublesome clay and rock cuttings. Last 
summer some forty miles were relet, and 
the work commenced in the early part of © 
the summer. Two millions of yards of 
earth had been taken out of that section; 
150,000 yards of rock excavated, and 70 or 
80 structures of masonry constructed. The 
work was progressing as rapidly as it was 
possible under the circumstances. The 
Commissioners had no desire other than to- 
court the fullest investigation into every- 
thing connected with the road. He hoped 
that the chairman of the Committee would 
allow the Commissioners to see the re- 
port before submitting it to the House. 
Last year, the Commissioners did not see 
it at all, and they had reason to believe 
that it contained statements which could 
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have been easily explained away had 
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they had the opportunity of doing so. 


Hon. Mr. WARK was not prepared to ad- 
mit that any report of a Committee of that 
House should be submitted to a Commis- 
sion whose conduct it arraigned. He ad- 
mitted, however, that the Commissioners 
should have a full hearing respecting 
every matter which might be taken up by 
the Gommittee. Last year, all the mem- 
bers of the Committee were regularly sum- 
moned to attend, and the report was de- 
layed until the last moment when it could 
be submitted to the House. 


Hon. Mr. MoLELAN referred to one fact 
which showed how necessary it was that 
the Commissioners should have every op. 
portunity for giving explanations. A dis- 
crepancy existed between the report of 
the Engineers and the report of the Com- 
mittee of last Session, with respect to the 
number of staffemployed. Vhe hon. gen- 
tleman had asked fora return of all the 
persons who were employed on the differ- 
ent sections of the work during the year. 
Now it happened that when an engineer 
finished his work on one se¢tion. he was 


‘sent off to another. So the same 
engineer might be mentioned a 
dozen times during the year. The 


hon. gentleman, however, was ignorant of 
that fact and counted one engineer half a 
dozen times in more than one instance, 
and thereby made the number of the 


_ staff appear larger than it actually was. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT could bear testimony 
to the anxiety of his hon. friend (hon. Mr. 
Wark) to get all the members of the Com 
mittee together during last session, and 
obtain all the information bearing upon 
the question under review. It certainly 
appeared that-the investigation was bene- 
ficial, for there had already been made a 
reduction in the staff. No man who serv- 


ed on the Committee could shut his eyes 
to the fact that there were very extrava- 


gant expenditures in connection with the 
prosecution of the work. Any one with 
experience of business knew that sup- 


plies were charged at far higher rates 


than they were bought for elsewhere. 


It 


was also obvious that the stafi employed 


Commissioners 
show 


of 


was fur beyond what was required. 

Hon. Mr. McLELAN replied that the 
were _ prepared to 
that from the very inception 
the work they had endeavoured 
to keep ‘the expenses within the smaliest 

possible limits. At the first hour that the 
chief engineer considered a reduction was 
practicable, the Commissioners made it 
and saved a considerable expense. 
Hon. Mr. WARK—Was there ‘not a 
reduction of wages in consequence of that 
report ? 
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Hon. Mr. McLELAN--The instructions 
from the first to the paymasters and en- 
gineers were not to pay more than th 
ordinary wages of the country. When the 
pay rolls came over to the head office, it 
was observed that the wages paid some of 
the men were larger than the usual wages, 
and enquiry was accordingly made into 
the subject. The answer was that those 
men were required to work during all 
weathers, and it was only with the greatest 
difficulty they could be got te remain in 
the service. 


Bon. Mr. CAMPBELL referred to the 
terms of the Act under which the con- 
tracts were given out to show that there 
was no Other alternative open to the Com- 
missioners than to give the contract to 
the lowest tenderer, providing the Com- 
missioners were satisfied that he was able 
to carry on the work. The Commissioners 
were not ina position to deal with the 
work as they would have been if it had 
been a private undertaking. If under 
these circumstances any arbitrary deter- 
mination had been come to by the Com- 
missioners, and the lowest tender had not 
been taken, it would have been impossible 
to justify their course before Parliament. 
They arrived at the conclusion, in many 
cases, that the resources of the lowest 
tenderer were not adequate to the per- 
formance of the work, and it was accord- 
ingly re-advertised and the lowest tender 
again accepted. In some cases the rule 
had worked satisfactorily; in other cases 
the reverse was the fact ; at al events no 
other could have been adopted by the 
Commissioners. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER asked whether any 
of the sections now given out would have 
to be readvertised and relet, and added 
that his desire in making the enquires he 
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| had, was to elicit the true facts respect- 


ing animportant public work, and not to 
bring a charge against the Commissioners. 
It was his belief that the Committee now 
asked for would do good. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Government had no information that en- 
abled them to answer the question of the 
hon. gentleman. 


Hon. Mr. McLELAN said that one of the 
Engineers was now going over the entire 
line—having commenced in Nova Scotia— 
and would be here in a few days. What 
his report might be it was of course 1mpos- 
sible to say, but at present the Commis- 
sioners had no information leading them 
to suppose that any of the sections would 
have to be relet. 


The motion as amended, then passed. 


Post Office 


THE LACHINE REGATTA. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU put the following 
enquiry to the Government :— 


Whether the Government of the Domin- 
ion gave instructions (and if so, by what 
authority?) to the Trinity House of Mon- 
treal, to prohibit and prevent the erection 
of platforms on the banks of the St. Law- 
rence, at Lachine, on the occasion of the 
regatta which took place in or about the 
month of September last at Lachine ? 


2nd. Whether the Government of the 
Dominion authorized or required the Mon- 
treal Water Police to arrest peaceable per- 
sons employed in erecting such platforms, 
and that without warrants? 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that the 
Government of the Dominion gave no in- 
structions to the Trinity House of Mon- 
treal to prohibit or prevent the erection of 
the platforms in question. Neither did the 
Government authorize or require the Mon- 
treal Water Police to arrest peaceable 
persons employed in erecting those plat- 
forms. 
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POST OFFICH AT RIVIERE OUELLE. 


Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
moved that an Humble Address be pre- 
sented to His Excellency the Governor 
General, praying that His Excellency will 
be pleased to cause to be laid before this 
House a copy of the letter of resignation 
of Louis Frenette, Esquire, Postmaster at 
Riviere Ouelle, with copies of correspon- 
dence on the subject, and also copies of 
all papers and recommendations touching 
the nomination of his successor. In mak- 
ing the motion, he said he must express 
his surprise that several weeks had passed 
away, since a letter influentially signed by 
the inhabitants of the Parish had been 
sent to the Government asking them to 
make the appomtment. A member of 
the House must certainly have very little 
influence when his recommendation for an 
appointment to a paltry office valued at 
only some forty or fifty dollars a year was 
not worth considering. He did not expect 
any favours from the Government, but he 
was certainly surprised that the memorial 
was not yet answered. He knew, however, 
where the difficulty arose—a gentleman 
the Government could tell all about 
it. 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT seconded the 
motion. 


Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS was not at all.sur- 
prised at the references that had been 
made bythe hon. gentleman, and would 
endeavour to explain the whole matter as 
it really stood. The office might be paltry, 


fon. Mr. Bureau. 
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but to fill it up involved a principle. The 
Postmaster of River Ouelle was sick and 
unable to attend to his duties. Ifhe was 
rightly informed, ‘that officer, sometime in 
the latter part of December last, thought 
proper to appoint a deputy, who had taken 
the post office under his own control and 
kept it at his own residence. Those pre- 
liminary steps were taken without the 
knowledge or assent of his hon. colleague, 
the Postmaster General. The whole 
month of January elapsed and the post 
In 
the month of February the postmaster 
did not think proper to keep his deputy 
any longer, but sent in his resignation. 
He gave his resignation to hisdeputy with 
instructions to forward it to.the De- 
partment. In the meantime, however, 
the deputy made an _ application, to 
have the post office, and eventually 
a kind of petition was got up 
in favour ofthat gentleman. About the 
same time all that was going on, another 
gentleman addressed him (Mr. Chapais) 
stating that. the Postmaster was about to 
resign, and asking him to support his ap- 
plication. He replied in the affirmative, - 
as he considered the gentleman quite ~ 
competent for the office, and felt he him- 
self ought to have something to say with 
respect to the appointment. He stated 
verbally to the Postmaster General that if 
the Postmaster resigned he would recom- 
mend somebody, and his hon. colleague 
expressed himself satisfied. At the begin- - 
ning of the session his hon. friend sent 
him some papers, among which was a cer- 
tificate in favour ef the gentleman previ- 
ously mentioned, and the resignation of 
the Postmaster. The Postmaster General 
had asked him what he would do, and he © 
replied that he was taken by surprise, and 
wanted a little time to consider the mat- — 
ter. That was a plain statement of the 
facts as far as he knew them, and under 
the circumstances he thought it was allow- 
able for him to take a little time to 
reflect on the whole subject. When 
all the papers were before the House it 
would be seen why he did not wish to act 
hastily. He did not wish to bring any 
names forwaid. Those who understood — 
his relations to the parties in the affair 
would appreciate his conduct in that re- 
spect. He contended that, as a member 
of the Government, he was entitled to — 
give his opinion respecting the appoint 
ments made by the Government. He was — 
well known in Kamouraska—he had 
represented it for many years, and would 
do so now, had not certain occurrences 
taken place to which he did not wish to 
refer at that juncture. He had a per- 
fect right to interest himself in the 
affairs of Kamouraska and intended to 
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do so, whatever other gentlemen might 
say to the contrary. . 

Hon. Mr. TESSIER said he had listened 
with great attention to tHe remarks of the 
hon. gentleman who had just spoken, but he 
had been unable to discover the principle to 
which that hon. gentleman referred in the 
commencement of his speech. He did 
hope that gentlemen on both sides would 
keep cool on a matter of such impor- 
tance. (Laughter.) It was certainly the 
first time that he had heard of such a valu- 
able office being vacant. He had thought 
that the principle of ‘Parish Politics” 
had long before been laid aside by the gen- 
tlemen sitting on the opposite benches. 
An hon. gentleman had once referred to 
what he was pleased to call the parish po- 
litics of the Maritime Provinces; but 
whatever reason there was in that memo- 
rable expression of that hon. gentleman, 
there appeared to be no doubt now that 
those politics had got to Riviere Ouelle £ 
and now, who could venture to say, that 
they might not spread elsewhere (con- 
tinued laughter,) and produce an injurious 
effect upon public affairs. 

Hon. Mr. LE'TELLIER DE ST. JUST re- 


plied that notwithstanding the felicitous | 


remarks of the hon. gentleman who had 
just spoken he must again refer to the 
question before the House. The Post- 
master had given proper securities and 
was responsible for the deputy he ap- 
pointed. That deputy had kept the 
in a place most cenvenient 
to the community. He (Mr. Letellier) 
did not expect that his advice would be 
taken, but certainly the requests of the 
people should be heard. It was assuredly 
a just cause for complaint that three weeks 
had passed away and still the matter was 


~ not settled. 


Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS said that if the post 
oftice did not remain where it is now, it 


would not go far off, and the public 


- interests would not suffer. 


* 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the 
Government, in such cases, usually con- 
sulted their friends. He was now making 


the necessary enquiries, and hoped soon 
to submit a name to His Excellency for the 
- appointment in question. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that it was 
quite proper that the hon. gentleman 
should make enquiries through his friends, 


- but he did not want it to go tothe country 
that the Postmaster General would give 


offices to his iriends ever when on investi- 


gation he should find there were others 


been in public 
— not 


more competent to fillthem. He had 
always been in opposition, sincehe had 
life, but he could 
say that the Postmaster 
General had been accustomed to pass him 
over in respect toarranging postal matters 
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in the locality in which he was interested. 
He trusted thatthe gentleman who now 
filled the office would not depart from that 
excellent practice which his predecessors 
had followed. An instance had occurred, 
in his own knowledge, where a person 
had been appointed to a post office, of a 
place of some importance, despite the 
fact that he was notoriously obnoxious to 
the majority of the people. For these 
reasons, he must enter his protest against 
the doctrine laid down in such sweeping 
terms by the Postmaster General. 


The motion then passed. 


Riviere Ouelle. 


THE ARBITRATION. 


The motion respecting the Arbitration 
between Ontario and Quebec, (Hon. Mr. 
Letellier De St. Just) was deferred until 
Thursday. The papers not being yet 


printed. 
MANITOBA. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill 
to extend the Criminal Law to Manitoba. 


Read a first time; second reading on 
Thursday next. 


THE NORTH WEST TERRITORY. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, in moving the 
second reading of the Bill in reference to 
the North West Territories, stated that it 
was intended to make provision for the 
government of the North West Territories. 
At the time the original Act was passed, it 
included Manitoba, but by the legislation 
of last session that section was incorpor- 
ated into a distinct Province, and the Act 
of the previous session was continued until 
the termination of the present. The pre- 
sent Bill professed to make the provisions 
of the Act of 1869 permanent as regards 
the rest of the Territory outside of Mani- 
toba. The same object would be effected 
by simply continuing the Act of 1869, but 
it was thought preferable by the Law Clerk 
to re-enact the provisions of the Act. 
That might be more convenient, inasmuch 
as the Act for the government of the North 
West Territory would then be given in 
extenso. 

The Bill was read a second time, and 
referred toa Committee of the Whole on 
the following day. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 6th, 1871 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:20 p.m. 
Several petitions were presented. 


— 


Routine 
NEW BILLS. 


Mr. HARRISON introduced «a Bill to 
remove doubts as to Premium notes taken 
or held by Insurance Companies. In 
reply to Hon. Mr. Holton, he explained 
that under the present Act, notes taken 
under some circumstances by Insurance 
Companies, were not stamped. In the Bill, 
he now introduced, he proposed that all 
notes should be stamped. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if it was not. 


beyond the province of the hon. member 
to introduce such a measure by which it 
was proposed to impose taxation. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON was of opinion 
that the Bll should be introduced by the 
Government. 


Mr. HARRISON said the Bill he now. 


introduced was to enable those who had 
been mistaken in the construction of the 
present Act, to put themselves right, not 
to impose any duty. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT believed the Govern- 
ment should deal with al! such measures 
This was the first case of which he was 
aware in which a private member proposed 
to legislute on fiscal regulations. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the bill must 
first ve introduced by resolutions. 

Mr. HARRISON said the principal ob- 
ect of the bill was to render valid, securi- 
ties which were now invalid. On two 


former occasions he had introduced simi- | 


lar measures which were referred to special 
committees. The general law as it now 
stood imposed a tax, and the bill before 
the House was simply to enable those who 
had mistaken the nature of that bill to 
correct their errors. 

After some discussion, 


The SPEAKER said there was nothing 


in the bill to induce him to rule it out of 


order. 
The bill was read a first time. 


A MISUNDERSTANDING CORRECTED. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented | 
| waska, with a view of improving the navi- _ 


areturn c¢: the number and names of the 
employees connected with the Finance 
Department. 


The cause of the statement that had been 
was made this :—In the time of his prede- 
cessor, experienced men were required 
by the Local Governments. Four gentle- 
men connected with the Finance Depart- 
ment were employed, and for their ser- 
vices received some small remuneration, 
but they had nothing to do with the arbi- 
tration question. 


Mr. Harrison. 


He remarked at the same | 
time that none of these gentlemen had | 
been employed in the arbitration question. | 
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| burse Postmasters paid by percentage the 


'nual income equal to that received by 
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THE ESTIMATES. 


A message from His Excellency, sub- 
mitting a portion of the estimates tor 
1872, to the House, was read. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, in reply to 
Sir A. T. Galt, said returns of expenditures 
for the current year to as late a date as pos. 
sible would be laid before the House to- 
morrow. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. Holton, Sir Fran- 
cis Hincks said it was not his inten. 
tion to make the Financial  state- 
ment to-morrow. He would simply 
move the House into Committee of Supply 
and pass a few items, to which no objec- 
tion could be made. The financial state- 
ment would be made on Friday. 


SALARIES OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. MACFARLANE asked whether it is 
the intention of the Government to reim- 


deficiency in the emoluments of their 
oftices occasioned by the decreased postal 
rates created by 31 Vict, cap. 10, so that 
the revenues received by them from such 
offices (since the establishment of such 
rates) may be repleted to make up an an- 


them previous to the passage of said Act; © 
and also whether any promise or sugges- 
tion was at any time made by tne Post- 
master General to any such officers that 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER replied that although 
there had been a considerable falling off 
in the post office receipts at the time the 
reduction of postal rates was made, the — 
receipts were increasing. When _ the 
change had been made, the percentage of 
Postmasters was increased. He assured 
his hon. friends that the Postmasters did 
not sutier in any way from the decreased 
postal rates. 


RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. COSTIGAN asked whether the offi- _ 
cers appointed by Government to make 
surveys of the Rivers St. John and Meda- — 


gation of the same, have yet reported 
thereon, and if so, what action the Gov- | 
ernment intend taking in the matter? ‘hall 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the 


Medawaska had reported thereon, and the 
report showed that these surveys were 
very extensive. The hon. member could 
not expect him now to give a resume of 
the whole report, but he had no doubt if. 
the hon. member would move at a future 
day for the production of the report it 
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would be given, and the hon. member 
_would find that it was a very interesting 
and important document. Several sugges- 
tions were made in it by the engineer, and 
the hon. member would see by the esti- 
mates that Government intended to meet 
them. The hon. gentleman would also see 
that since the survey had been crdered 
events had occurred which would render 
certain changes necessary. New railways, 
to which large land grants had been made, 
were to be constructed, which might 
change the plans of the Government alto 
gether in that direction. 


Emigration [MAaRcH 


A PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE UNION. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH asked whether the 
Government have had any correspondence 
with the Local Governments of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick on the subject ofa 
Legislative Union of those two Provinces, 
which it is so desirable to accomplish ? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
the Government had had no correspon- 
dence about such a legislative union. But 
if the hon. member would like to hear hig 
(Hon. Sir George’s) private opimon in 
addition to the Ministerial answer, he 
would tell him that he would like that 
some such correspondence should take 
place and that the scheme would include 
Prince Edward’s Island also (hear, hear). 


Mr. BOWMAN asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to revise the 
Customs Tariff during the present Session, 
and if so, whether they intend to place 
‘¢ Vegetable Ivory Nut ” on the free list ? 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—The hon. member 
will havs to wait for an answer. 


THE RED RIVER EXPEDITION. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved for 
copies of all orders in Council relative to 
the Red River Expedition with copies of 
correspondence between the Dominion 
Government and Colonel Wolseley. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
the Government would gladly comply with 
the request of the hon. member as far as 
possible, but he would inform the hon. 
gentleman that there was no correspond- 
ence with Col. Wolsley to be pro- 
duced. When the two Canadian 
battalions were organized they were hand- 
ed over to the charge of Gen. Lindsay, 
who appointed Col. Wolseley as their 
commander. All the correspondence 
from that time forward was with General 
Lindsay, and he suggested that the hon. 
member should amend his motion by 
substituting that officer’s name for Col. 
- Wolseley’s. 

The motion was accordingly amended 
and carried. 
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Mrz. MOYLAN, EMIGRATION AGENT, 


In the absence of Hon. Mr. McConnell, 
who had given notice of the motion, 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL moved an ad- 
dress for copies of instructions to Mr. .J.G. 
Moylan, Emigrant Agent for the Dominion 
Government in Ireland, and of all corres- 
pondence respecting the letters written by 
Mr. Moylan, condemning the action of the 
Imperial Government in the release of 
Fenians, adding to it, copies of all corres- 
pondence respecting the attack made by 
Mr. Moylan, through the press on Dr. Ryer- 
son, Superintendent of Education. He 
said—It appears that this gentleman, Mr. 
Moylan, who was formerly connected with 
the press in this country, has been selec- 
ted and sent to Europe by the Dominion 
Government for the purpose of inducing 
emigration, and that, following the pro- 
fession, to which he had been accustomed 
he has been a very voluminous writer 
since his arrival on the other side of the 
Atlantic. His letters have appeared in 
the public press, covering a very wide field, 
and he had dated them from ‘' The Cana- 
dian Government Emigration office, Dub- 
lin.’ In a letter addressed to Mr. Glad- 
stone on the subject of the action taken by 
the Imperial Government in the proposed 
release of the Fenian prisoners then con- 
fined in Ireland, he undertook to express 
his opinion of the policy of the Imperial 
Gcvernmest and of the effect of that poli- 
cy in Canada, and also to express his view 
of what those who employed him would 
and did think of that policy. He spoke 
with an air of authority stating that the 
Dominion and its Government would be 
slow to appreciate the action of the Im- 
perial Government in the matter, and that 
Her Majesty’s Government were exposing 
to great risk the people of Canada in 
allowing those Fenians to come into their 
neighbourhood without being permitted 
to cross our boundary and that in so 
doing they showed but little feeling 
for the Canadians. He also desired 
to call the attention of the House to 
another matter which perhaps would be 
more directly interesting to them. He 
thought it was generally presumed that. 
when agents were selected, and sent to 
foreign countries in orderto make known 
the merits of Canada, they should at 
least present the advantages offered to 
emigrants in the most favorable aspect 
consistent with the truth; but Mr. Moylan 
seemed to have taken a different view 
his duty,and on one occasion when writing 
of the educational system of Upper Cana- 
da, he expressed great regret at being 
compelled to state that the gentleman at 
the head of that institution was a Meth- 
odist Minister, and that he used his posi- 
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tion to benefit the body to which he be- | 
longed. The letter containing this state- 
ment was published in the Irish Times, 
and was also headed from the ** Canadian 
Emigration Office.” With reference to 
this charge the Chief Superintendent of 
Education, had thought it his duty to 
contradict it directly and pointedly,stating 
that during the twenty:seven years dur- 
ing which he had had charge of the 
Educational Department not a single in- 
stance of proselytisimg bad occurred, that 
ona previous eccasion when Mr.Moylan had 
made a similar statement in Canada, in a 
newspaper with which he was then con- 
nected, he had been challenged to name 
such an instance, and had been unable to 
do so, and that therefore he had stated what, 
he knew to be untrue, and further that 
he had made a false statement with regard 
to the whole system of education. Mr. 
McDougall then read a statement prepared 
by Mr. Ryerson, showing that there were 
in the schools, which Mr. Moylan had re- 
presented to be entirely Protestant, 327 
Romsin Catholic teachers, and that out 
of the 246 worn out teachers, who were re- 
ceiving pensions, the larger number were 
Roman Catholics, and also showing that 
as regards religions the whole system 
was thoroughly impartial. He thought 
that to say the least it was unfortunate 
that anyone acting under the official 
sanction of, and paid by the Dominion 
Government, should go to any country and 
so misrepresent—should so falsify the facts 
connected with Canadian institutions 
Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the hon. gentle- 
man was very fond indeed of hitting at 
the Government, he thought he was cor- 
rect in saying that the present was not the 
first occasion on which he had hit at 
actions of the Government of which 
he himself had been a member. 
The hon. gentleman desired very much to 
see the instructions given to Mr. Moylan, 
but he (Mr. Dunkin) thought he knew as 
much about them as any one, for Mr. 
Moylan had beenappointed in August 1869, 
when the hon. gentleman was himself a 
member of the Government, and as such 
responsible for the appointment, and 
though he did not remember the p recise 
time at which Mr. Moylan had received his 
instructions, he believed they had issued 
at a time when the hon. gentleman was a 
member of the Government an also when 
he was acting as such. He thought it was 
not the first time the hon. Gentleman had 
thrown a Boomerang, without taking into 
consideration the effect of the recoil, but 
he ‘had no hesitation in saying that there 
would not be the slighest objection to the 
production of the papers. He thought 
Mr. Moylan was sufficiently well known in 
this country to render needless any 


Hon. Mr. Macdougall. 
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defence of his general titness for the posi- — 
tion he occupied. With regard to the — 
indiscreet letters he had written, although ~ 
he (Mr. Dunkin) had no ofticial knowledge 
of them, he had thought it his duty to 
address a quiet letter to Mr. Moylan, — 
which would be produced with the other — 
papers in which he had instructed him ~ 
not to be guilty of any similar indiscretions — 
in future. The gravamen of the charge — 
seemed to be that the productions had — 
appeared under an official heading. With 
regard to the portion of the motion added 
by the hon. member for North Lanark, 
although he had no objection to the addi- 
tion, he wished to say that as there had ~ 
been no notice of the matter, he had not — 
thought it necessary to read the letters 
referred to, as they had never come before 

him officially ; 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said that the 

hon. gentleman who had just addressed — 
the House in common with the other 
members of the Government, seemed to 
imagine that the kind of retort used justi- — 
fied them, and very much damaged him. 
With respect to his responsibility for Acts 
ofan Administration of which he had been | 
a member, he knew how much to share 
and how much to decline, and he would 
say that it certainly did not lie in the 
mouth of the hon. Gentleman who had ~ 
spoken or in those of his colleagues to 
take that line of argument. With respect 
to the particular motion before the House, 
he had moved it simply in the absence of 
an hon. member who had been stricken 
down with illness, still he fully 
agreed in the object of the motion, and 
he did not entertain any apprehension as_ 
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the Government or himself, by the pro- 
duction of the instructions for which he- 
had asked. On the contrary, he was 
anxious that they be supplied, as if they 
had been drawn up during the time he had ~ 
been in the Government. he was con- 
fident they contained no instructions to 
correspond with Ministers of State in- 
England, attacking them for their policy, 
or to take any of the other objectionable 
proceedings adopted by Mr. Moylan. The 
hon gentlemen opposite had not thought 
it inconsistent with their duty or beneath ~ 
their dignity todisavow all responsibility 
for Acts of Administration, which had_ oe- 
curred while he was a member of the Gov- 
ernment, or to endeavour to place on his 
shoulders the whole responsibility of those 
Acts. He might mention many instances, — 
but he would confine himself to one, in 
which a pamphlet acknowledged by a 
Minister of the Crown, the Minister 0! 
Finance, had been distributed, probably 
at the public expense, in which it had 
been stated, with reference to the surveys 
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ordered in the North West, that the 
course taken by Colonel Dennis acting on 
instructions. given him, were the most im- 
prudent that could have been adopted, 
and could only be ascribed to infatuation. 
And when hon. gentlemen could take 
so mean, so despicable, so unworthy a 
course as to disayow their responsibil- 
ity for Acts of an Administration with 
which he had been connected, for the pur- 
pose of gaining the applause of their 
friends, and avoiding the censure of their 
enemies, he thought they had better not 
charge him with any share of responsibility 
in the matter in question. He repeated, 
however, that so far as the first instructions 
were concerned, he was in no way appre- 
hensive, as to their containing anything 
wrong. ‘The gravamen of the charge was 
that Mr. Moylan, speaking in the name of 
the Government, and asif authorised to do 
so, had made a number of statements that 
were utterly false, and he wished to ascer- 
tain whether the Government had ordered 
“his instant dismissal, and if not he charged 
them with the responsibility of the letters 
that had been written, and of the attack 
on the educational system of Upper Can- 
ada, and with ali the evil consequences 
that might occur. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN was very glad that 
the hon. gentleman had in some degree felt 
the answer that had been made, and 
this was fully shown by his falling back 
on two lines of defence, neither of which, 
however, would hold. He had had to say 
that the motion did not originate with him, 
but whena gentleman took up any motion, 
he (Mr. Dunkin) thought he made himself 
answerable for it. In his opening speech 
the hon. gentleman had spoken of Mr. 
Moylan’s indiscretions as being of course 
consequent on the instructions sent him, 
and when reminded that the instructions 

had been given partly by himself, he 
changed his mind and said they were no 
doubt perfectly right. He congratulated 
his hon. friend on having, for once, at- 
tacked, where he had no right to at- 
tack. 
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FISHERIES. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved an ad- 
dress for copies of all correspondence be- 
tween the Department of Marine and Fish- 
eries and Admiral Wellesley in regard to 
protection of Fisheries, mentioning cer. 
tain rumours that were afloat on the sub- 
ject, and saying that he believed an insult 
had been offered to the Government by 
Admiral Wellesley, and he desired to as- 
certain the truth of the matter. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said there would 
not be the slightest objection to bringing 
down the correspondence asked for, but 
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that with reference to the concluding re- 
marks of the member for Soulanges, he 
might say that it would be found that the 
Government had no reason whatever to 
complain of Admiral Wellesley, who had 
given every possible assistance in carrying 
out the wishes of the Dominion Govern- 
ment. The bulk of the correspondence 
had already been brought down, but if 
there was anything further that would 
throw any light on the subject it would be 
produced. 


The motion was carried. 


Agent 


NORTH WEST EXPEDITION. 


Mr. MoCALLUM (Monck) moved an ad- 
dress for a statement of vessels chartered 
for transportation of men and material in 
the Expedition to the North West Terri- 
tory, in 1870, together with particulars 
of their tonnage, nationality, time em- 
ployed, and amount paid for each per 
day. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER suggested 
that the mover should add to his motion 
a request for similar particulars of vessels 
chartered by tbe Imperial Government, a 
portion of the expense of which the Cana- 
dian Government would of course have to 
bear, as the Expedition had been under 
the command of General Lindsey. 


Mr. McCALLUM (Monck) said that he 
had no objection to amend his motion as 
suggested, although he merely desired in- 
formation as far as the Canadian Govern- 
ment was concerned, and stated that there 
were many rumours as to there having been 
much mismanagement in the matter, and 
as to many Americgn vessels being em- 
ployed at a large expense when Canadian 
vessels ought to have been employed, and 
he desired to ascertain the correctness of 
that rumour. 


Motion was then carried, amended as 
suggested. 


ARBITRATION. 


Hon. Mr. DORION then moved, that the 
House should go into Committee of the 
Whole, to take into consideration certain 
resolutions on the subject of the division - 
between the Provinces of Quebec and On- 
tario of the surplus of the debt of the 
former Province of Canada. It was well 
known to the House that the Union Act 
contained a provision, that out of the 
whole debt of Canada, $62,500,000 should 
be assumed by the Dominion, and that the 
balance should be divided between the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, in such 
a way as might be determined by Arbitra- 
ition. After three and a half years an 
award had been obtained, which, however, 
in his opinion, decided nothing at all. It 
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would have seemed that the first thing to 
be ascertained was the exact amount to 
be divided, yet the award did not speak of 
it, and in fact there were at present three 
different statements ofthat amount. The 
Dominion Auditor stated it at $10,800,000 ; 
The Treasurer of Ontario at $18,539,000 ; 
and the Treasurer of Quebec at $10,000,- 
000. The Arbitrators in their award had 
made no mention of’ the respective 
amounts to be paid, but had merely 
stated that each Province should pay a 
certain proportion. It had been stated 
that the Arbitrators had no right to de- 
termine the amounts, but such was not his 
opinion. The duty prescribed for the 
Arbitrators was to ‘divide ”’ and “adjust ”’ 
the amount to be paid, and surely, if it 
had not been intended that the Ar. 
bitrators should define the amounts, 
why had the word ‘adjust’’ been used. 
The intention plainly was that the 
Arbitrators should first determine the 
amount to be divided, and then divide it 
between the two Provinces. They had in 
their award come to a very minute calcu- 
lation, deciding that Ontario should pay 
the proportion which $9,808,728.02 bears 
to $18,587,524.57, and Quebec the prepor- 
tion of $8,778,796:55 to $18, 587,524.57 ; but 
they had not stated the amount to be di- 
vided, so that at present no accountant 
could state definitely what each Province 
had to pay. It was also impossible to as- 
certain on what principle the two Arbi- 
trators had acted, as they had given no 
reasons. ‘To shew the operation of the 
award he had madea calculation of what 
the Provinces would have to pay, taking 
the total amount ‘to be as stated by the 
Treasurer of Ontario, $10,539,000. That 
calculation shewed that under these cir- 
cumstances Ontario would have to pay 
$5,561,785, and Quebec $4,877,678, or only 
$983,000 less than Ontario. Taking the 
division according to population, and esti- 
mating that of Ontario at the time of the 
union at 2,000,000, and that of Quebec at 
1,400,000, Ontario would have to pay $6,- 
199,737, and Quebec $4,339,816, or $1,- 
859,921 less than Quebec. Even taking 
the population on the Census of 1861, 
wher Ontario had 1,395,000, and Quebec 
1,110,000, Ontario would have to pay 
$5,863,738, and Quebec $4,675,815, or 
$607,000 less than Ontario. He thought, 
taking these figures into 
tion, it was inconceivable how the Arbi- 
trators had arrived at their conclusion. 
Referring to the division of the Assets, he 
continued, these are not very numerous, 
cansisting of 19 items. The amount 
awarded to Ontario is $7 017,604, while to 


Quebec it is only $4,191 022 but those of 


Ontario are estimated at between two and mig 


three million, and those 


Hon. Mr. Dorion. 
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$2,087,000, or those of Ontario 28 1-6 per 
cent, and Quebec 48 per cent. Taking 
one of these items as an example, there is 
the Municipal Loan Fund, $6,618,050 in | 
Ontario, valued at $1,920,000, or 28 1-6° 
per cent, while in Quebec it is $2,939,000, 
valued at #1,41U,0U0, or 49 per cent, al- 
though the Ontario municipalities were 
better able to pay than those of Quebec. 
By a statement among the papers it ap-— 
peared that the cost of the Assets was 
$17,734,000, but by a note at the foot it. 
was stated at $1,587,000, indicating that 
the cost of the Assets had been the basis 
upon which the Arbitrators had acted. 
Further, there was an item on the part of 
Quebec of $3,715,000 for the seignorial 
‘tenure, which, however, he considered no 
asset at all, but a corresponding amount of — 
indemnity had been given to Ontario. 
Taking the statements as they were, it was 
impossible to ascertain by what mode of 
reasoning the division had been arrived at, 
In looking over the award he found no 
correct principle on which it had been 
based, and on looking over the whole of | 
the correspondence he could not find the - 
principle which he considered ought to — 
have governed the Arbitrators, stated 
either by Ontario or Quebec. He had so 
far been speaking of the merits of the 
award, and it must strike everyone that an — 
award so decidedly in favour of Ontario, 
which every one knew had more money 
than it knew how to dispose of, and which 
had been derived solely from the collection 
of the debts due at the time of the Union, 
the amount due on Crowa Lands in that 
Province, amounting to five orsix millions, 
all of which was capable of collection, 
while in Quebec it did not exced 
$1,400,000, a small portion only of which 
could be collected, could not be just. The 
Treasurer of Ontario had expressed him- 
self perfectly willing to a division according - 
| to population, and when the three Arbitra- 
tors discussed the question, Mr. Justice Day 
maintained that the basis should be that 
of a partnership, while Mr. McPherson, 
maintained that it should be that of popu- 
lation, and yet the two arbitrators had 
made an award that it should be accord. 
ing to the origi of certain claims or as- 
sets, nothwithstanding that the Treasurer 
and the Arbitrator of Ontario had both 
previously expressed their willingness to 
accept population as the basis. He 
thought this clearly proved that the Do- 
minion Arbitrator had not been just to— 
Lower Canada. He, however, considered 
that neither the basis of population nor 
that of partnership was the one on which 
the award should have been given, as 
however just the principle of partnership 
ht appear it would be very complicat- 
ed. His opinion was that the true prin- 
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ciple was the ability of each Province to | proposition was thit the House should go 


bear taxation, and if instead of the provision 
made for the division of the debt, it hid 
been resolved to pay that debt, it would 
doubtless h»ve been done on this principle 
—the ability of each Province to bear 
taxation. The British North America 
Act of 1867 mode no provision for any- 
thing in the way of a partnership account 


to ascertain which of the two Provinces | 


had most benefitted by the Union. It 
merely stated that the excess of debt be- 
yond $62,500,000 should be divided 
reasonably and equitaly, and if the arbitra- 
tors, instead of going into the origin of 
the items of indebtedness of Upper and 
Lower Canada and then making an arbi- 
trary division, had merely applied them. 
selves to ascertaining the ability of the 
two Provinces to bear taxation, they would 
very soon have arrived at a just conclu- 
sion. He had merely spoken.of the injus- 
tice of the award towards Quebec, and did 
not impute any motives to either of the 
two arbitrators, as he did not 
doubt that they had attempted 
to do justice, but he considered they 
had been mistaken in their basis. 
In.addition to the injustice of the award, 
however, he did not consider it in any 
way valid, as it could not be, when three 
Arbitrators had been appointed, that two 
of them could continue their proceedings, 
and come toa conclusion in the absence 
of the third. Up to July, nothing had 
been decided except the basis upon which 
they were to proceed. At that time, Mr. 
Justice Day resigned, his resignation was 
accepted, and the Arbitrators and the 
Dominion Government were notified, and 
after that it was certainly not competent 
for the remaining Arbitrators to make an 
award. If the principle he had suggested 
had been adopted, there would have been 
very little difficulty in acting uponit. They 


would simply have to take the amount of | 


surplus debt, and let each Province contri- 
bute in the exact proportion in which it 
contributed to the taxation of the Coun- 
try. It would however have to be taken 
into consideration that Nova Scotia and 
_ New Brunswick had been brought in since, 
so that if the ten millions and a half were 
added to the debt of Canada, those Pro- 
_yinces would be paying some small portion 
of it. But they could easily be compen- 
sated, and he had nodoubt that both those 
Provinces would be very glad to get some 
amount, as it would enable them to carry 
out some of their contemplated improve- 
ments. 


Hon. Mr. 
| you give us? 
Hon, Mr. DORION would be willing to 
| give them a very fair proportion. His 
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into Committe: on his resolutions, so that 
the matter might be fully discussed, and. 
some equitable mode of division arrived 
at, in order that the heavy expenses which: 
would be incurred in case the legal pro- 
ceedings already commenced were per». 
severed in, might be avoided. 


A POINT OF ORDER. 


Hon. Sir GEO. EH. CARTIER said the 
resolutions and proposed address were, at 
this stage, out of order, and could only be 
considered on a resolution from th3 Gover: 
nor General (hear, hear). The hon. mem: 
ber would find, on reference to the 54th: 
clause of the B. N. A. Act, that these reso- 
lutions should be recommended to the 
House by an address from the Governor 
General. 


Hon. Mr. DORLON said the resoiutions. 
asked for no appropriation of money. 


‘They merely asked Her Majesty for per- 


mission to settle a question ina certain 
manner, and therefore, did not contravene- 
the terms of the 54th clause of the B. N.. 
A. Act. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
hon. member wus only playing on words. 
The resolutions asked that the Imperial 
Government should by a certain act pro- 
vide a compensation to New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotix. If the resolutions did 
not mean that they meant nothing at all. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. HARRISON resumed the debate om 
the point of order, contending that sec- 
tion 54 of the Union Act was but an ex- 
tension of arule of the British House of 
Commons, which provided that the Goy- 
ernment should have control of the public 
expenditure. This rule was in practice 
always extended to motions involving an 
expenditure of public money, even though. 
no grant was actually proposed. The 
third of the four resolutions was more than: 
@ mere prayer for an address tothe throne, 
and if acted on would appropriate the pub- 
lis money as effectually as if actually done 
by this Parliament. It seemed to him, 
therefore, that this was a proposition on 
the part of a private member to increase. 
the debt by $10,500,000, and in so doing 
increase the taxes of the country, thus 
directly contravening the terms of the 
64th clause of the Union Act, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said this was no mo- 
tion involving an expenditure of money, 
but simply an appeal to the Throne for 
permission to amend an existing Act. He 
remembered a case similar to this in Que- 
bec, when Mr. Wallbridge was Speaker, in 
which it was ruled that the resolution was 
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not contrary to the rule of the House re- | 
ferred to. He regretted exceedingly that | 
his hon. frien i (Sir Geo. E. Cartier) should 
interpose this technical objection to ob- 
taining the judgment of the House on 
this important question. The hon. gentle- 
min, it seemed to him, should desire, more 
than anyone else in the House, to have 
this matter set at rest 


Hon. SirGEO. E. CARTIER was sorry to | 


hear the hon. member for Chateauguay, 
who was at all times a sort of constitution- 
al executor, endeavouring to belittle these 
very forms which were reguded as the 
safeguards of their constitutional privile- 
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ges. The premises of his hon. friend’s ar- 
guments were that this subject was not 
wholly clear of difficulties. {hen the hon. 
gentlemin proceeds to give as a prece- 
dent a case in which Mr. Wallbridge had 
ruled a resolution similar to this in order. 
But these hon. members had forgotten to 
enter into details. The cases were not 
similar and the present rule was more 
stringent than that of the old Province of 
Canady. This was a question not to be 
viewed in a provincial light, but on its 
merits. 

don. Mr. DORION proposed to amend 
the Act by substituting the following 
words for the fourth clause: ‘That 
an humble address be _ presented 
to Her Majesty, praying Her to 
be pleased to recommend that the 
B. N. A. Act be amended so as to au- 
thorise the Parliament of the Dominion 
to deal with the surplus debt of the Pro- 
vince of Cannda? Now he did not wish to 
interfere with the hon. members point of 
order and this would remove all objec- 
tions. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said Parlia- 
ment would not be prorogued to-morrow, 
and the hon. member could give notice of 
this amendment in due form. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the hon. mem. 
ber must take upon himselt the blame of 
having opposed this motion, of having 
endeavoured to throw every obstacle in 
the way of doing simply justice to Lower 
Canada. He warned the hon. member 
that this was the view that would be 
taken of the hon. members action in 
Quebec, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E CARTIER said that he 
was willing to take the responsibility of 
his course, and he cared little fur the 
threatsof the hon. member. He had met 
the hon. gentleman many a time before 
the people of Lower Canada, and ‘he (Sir 
George) had always come out best, (laugh- 
ter.) He had nodesire to throw obstacles 
in the way of the hon. member’s motion— 
on the contrary, he desired to see this 
matter settled by proper means. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 


288 


The SPEAKER decided as follows :— 
“The motion proposes that an address 
‘ be presented to Her Majesty, praying her 
“to recommend that the British North 
“«“ America Act. of 1867, be amended so 
‘that the public debt of the Dominion 
“ be increased, and that compensation be 
‘made to the Provinces of New Bruns- 
‘6 wick and Nova Scotia.” 


‘(In my opinion this motion cannot be 
‘< entertained, it being in contravention of 
“the 54th section of the Imperial Act for 
‘¢ the union of British North America. In 
“< that section it is provided that this House 
‘shall not adopt any Vote, Resolution, 
‘« Address, ov Bill for the appropriation of 
‘‘any part of the public revenue, &c. &c., 
‘‘to any purpose that has not been first 
“recommended by Message of the Gov- 
‘¢ ernor General.”’ 


‘¢ The contention is, that the proposed 
‘appropriation being beyond the power 
‘‘of the Parliament of Canada, this pro- 
‘s vision of the statute cannot therefore 
“apply.” 

“(Jn 1ts literal construction it does apply 
“to the motion, and certainly it seems to 
‘‘me to the full as necessary in a consti- 
‘“‘ tutional sense to interpose the check of 
‘“a Message from His Excellency under 
‘‘ the responsibility of His Ministerial ad- 
‘‘ visers before adopting an Address which 
‘‘ may be followed by legislation, imposing 
‘¢a burden on the people by a Parliament 
‘Cand Ministers, owing it no responsibility, 
‘as in the case of a Bill or motion for the 
‘‘ appropriation of money within our direct 
‘¢ control.” 


Arbitration. 


‘¢ For these reasons, the motion, in my - 


‘‘ opinion is not in ordet.”’ 
ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


Mr. HARRISON moved for a return of 
names of all convicts now in Kingston, St. 
John, and Halifax penitentiaries, &c. In 
making this motion he explained that he 
wished to see if the Administration of 
Criminal Justice was the same in all the 
Provinces. Now that uniformity had 
been secured in ¢riminal procedure, it 
wis advisable thit there should be uni- 


formity, also in the Administration of 
Criminal Justice. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 


out of consideration to the criminals it © 


would not be advisable to publish their 


names to the world, and he would request — 


of the hon. member, at least, to postpone 
his motion to some future time. 


The motion was allowed to stand. 


GOVERNMENT RAILWAYSIN NOVASCOTIA. 


Mr. BODWELL moyed that the House 


: 
: 
3 


: 
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go into Committee of the Whole, to con- 
- der the following resolution : 


1, Thaf it appears from the Public 
Accounts for the year ending 30th June, 
1870, that the Railways under Government 
management in Nova Scotia have not paid 
the working expenses. 


2. That itis inexpedient that the man. 
agement of the Railways of the country, 
especially such as are not important as 
great national works for defensive pur- 
poses, should be in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, as such roads can be much more 
economically worked as commercial under- 
takings in the hands of private parties or 
companies. 


3. That it is desirable to dispose by 
tender or otherwise, as the Government in 
Council may direct, of all the Railways in 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick not form. 
ing parts of the Intercolonial Railway . now 
under the management of the Dominion 
Government, to such persons or com- 
panies as will undertake to work them 
under the laws which now exist, or may 


hereafter be passed, governing Railways. 


Ee ON a ae eS 


ee 
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In making this motion he said he believed 
that in France railways were aided by the 
Government in various ways. The same 
was the case in other countries. When 
Confederation was established certain 
roads in New Brunswick ard Nova Scotia 
came into the possession and under the 
control of the Dominion Government. 
Under the Civil Governments they yielded 
a profit, which did not now appear in the 
returns. Statistics showed a net annual 
increase of the revenue from the Nova 
Scotia roads ranging from $21,000 in 1863 
to $34,000 in 1866. The first year after 
Confederation the net revenue fell to 
$18,944. There had been loss ever since. 
On the Nova Scotia roads in 1870 there 
was a loss of $140,000. They were set 
down as assets to the value of $6,520,990. 
There should be no loss in assets. The 
New Brunswick railways and those in 
other Provinces yielded a profit, and in 
the hands of private corporations such 
works were generally profitable. He 
thought the results inthe present, as well 
as in other cases, proved the desirability of 
leaving all such enterprises under private 
direction—they should be taken out of 
the hands of the Government, which was 
under too much temptation. 


Hon. Sir GEV. E. CAR1ITER—Too much 
pressure (laughter). 


Mr. BODWELL, continuing, reiterated 
arguments in favour of removing Govern- 
ments from that temptation. or 
pressure connected with the 
management of large public works. 
He understood that the tariff of rates was 
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considerably reduced since the roads came 
under the control of the Dominion. ‘These 
facts showed that there was a necessity for 
reform. ‘The fact that these railways cost 
$105,000 for maintaining them during the 
past year, was sufficient evidence that they 
were mismanaged. He believed that the 
roads would be made to pay if under the 
control of private companies. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the hon. 
member was slightly in error as to the 
figures he had given, and had omitted to 
mention some very important facts con- 
nected with the matter. Since the Domin- 
ion Government had assumed the manage- 
ment of the lines, large expenditures had 
been caused by making extensive repairs 
on them. The culverts and bridges, which 
were of wood, had all to be renewed dur- 
ing the last three years. Inthe years 1869 
and 1870, there had been a surplus of re- 
ceipts over ordinary expenditures. During 
the present year there would be no neces- 
sity for expending such large sums of 
money on improving these lines. Then, 
with respect to the suggestion of the hon. 
member to give these Government lines 
into the hands of private companies, he 
would say that such a disposal of them 
would tend to injure the Intercolonial line, 
even though they could be sold or leased 
to advantage. He hoped the hon. member 
would withdraw his motion. 


Mr. KILLAM thought it was inopportune 
at the present time to press the motion. 
He agreed, however, with the hon. mover 
of the resolution, that it would be much 
better to give the control of the railways 
into the hands of private companies. They 
were, under their present management, a 
burden to the Dominion. 


Mr. H. MACDONALD said the people 
of Nova Scotia desired that their railways 
should be manged by private Companies. 
The roads, as they stood at present, were 
not a paying concern, and they never 
would be until they were extended. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALLagreed with the 
Hon. Minister of Public Works, that it 
would be advisable to retain the control 
of these railways until the completion of 
the Intercolonial Railway. It would be 
well, though, after that road should be 
opened, to give these lines into the hands 
of private Companies. | When he was in 
New Brunswick, he found that such was 
the opinion of the people there. It was 
believed that they could be better manag- 
ed by private Corporations than by a Goy- 
ernment removed at such a distance from 
the nearest point on the roads. He would 
say nothing of the injurious political effect 
the control of these lines by the Govern- 
ment must lead to, no matter who the 
hon, gentlemen might be who held office. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved an adjourn- 
ment 


Hon Dr. TUPPi¢R hoped the hon 
“member would not press his motion, for 
he (Hon Dr. Tupper) wished to make a 
few observations on this important ques 
tion of the Nova Scotia Railways. He 
joined issue with the hon. member for 


‘game way as they had carried out their 
works in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
| hon. gentleman would say that he was 
really in favour of his proposition being 
carried out. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not say that he 
was prepared to go so far as that, but he 


Seuth Oxford as to the advisability of leay- 
ing railway schemes to private enterprise 
If Government had not reconstructed these 
Nova Scotia lines, there would hardly be 
one of themin existence to-day, They 
had proved to be excellent commercial 
enterprises, too, for, besides aiding in 
opening up the country and developing 
its resources, the returns from them had 
been large, and had formed a considerable 
portion of the revenue of tbe provinces 

He did not think it necessary to go into 
the figures, but he could show that his 
hon, friend was entirely unable to produce 
any figures from the public accounts or 
elsewhere that would give anything like a 
-data for a correct comparison between the 
Government and private enterprises. The 
Minister of Public Works had explained 
very lucidly to the House the difference 
between the receipts and the expenditure. 
On the Windsor line alone, there was over 
three quarters of a mile of wooded bridges. 
fhat line had been open for 12 or 15 years, 
and the House would see that in the very 
amature of things, the time had arrived 
when a large expenditure was necessary 
60 put the roads in proper order The 
statement of the Minister of Public Works 
was satisfactory iInasmuchas it showed that 
the revenue derived from these roads was 
largely and steadily increasing, eviden- 
cing the fact of the prosperity of the coun- 
try. His hon. friend had stated that pri- 
vate Companies could always manage 
undertakings much more economically and 
Setter than Governments could, but he 
(Dr. ‘Supper) could not agree with that 
statement—. ind to show clearly the error 
ef his hon. friend’s statement, he had 
merely to point out the fact that’ the 
great public censor of the country, the 
man who considers it his special duty to 
find out every instante of misminagement 
and pourtray if to the public, had been 
compelled to be silent in regard to the 
Government Works of Nova S:zotia and 
New Branswick, while he filled the columns 
ef his piper day after day with accounts 
of the mismanagement and corruption 
exhibited in the management of a great 
private Railway of the country. If, therefore, 
any weight was to be given to the opinions | 
of thit great min, the Government ought | 
to take the railway out of the hands of the 

private enterprise that was so unequal to 

ats manigement. and carry it on in the 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 


desired to show the fallacy ofthe reason- 
ing of the hon. member for Lanark. He 
looked upon the proposition that had been 
mite as most monstrous, and he spoke 
not as amember of the Government, but 
as a representative of Nova Scotia. Was 
his hon. friend not satisfied with the enor- 
mous revenue derived from Nova Scotia, 
from its customs and its taxes, without 
taking away their public works to enrich . 
the Dominion, of which Ontario formed so 
large a part. Ifit was found that the rail- 
ways were burdensome to the Dominion, 
they should be joined together and used 
for the purpose of extending lines of rail- 
way east and west, and such a proposition 
would be much more welcome to the peo- 
ple of the Maritime Provinces, than the 
proposal. that they should be put in the 
market and sold for the benefit of the 
larger Provinces. He desired to say a few 
words on a point which had escaped the 
notice of the Minister of Public Works, 
and to which attention had been called by 
the hon. member for North Lanark—he 
meant the statement that Mr. Carvill had 
been placed in charge of the railways in 
Nova Neotia, and subsequently returned to 
the duties in New Brunswick, and that a 
large increase had been made in that gen- 
tleman’s salary over and above what he 
had received as Superintendent of the 
New Brunswick railways alone. The Gov- 
ernment, in the exercise of their discre- 
tion, had sent the gentleman in question 
to do all he could to bring the two sys- 
tems of railways into more harmonious 
working with each other. He (Mr. Carvill) 
went to Nova Scotia, and did all he could 
in the matter, but it was found that while 
the terminus of the Nova Scotia railway at 
Truro, and the portion then constructed 
to Sackville, in New Brunswick, was sepa - 
rated by some seventy miles of coach road , 
it was impossible to have a joint manage- 
ment of the railways of the two Provinces. 
Mr. Carvill, after having done a great deal 
to bring into harmony the management 
of the two railways, so as to be 
infinitely more convenient to the Depart. 
ment here was replaced by a gentleman 
who, for 10 or 15 years has been thorough- 
ly conversint with the management of 
the railways in Nova Scoti1, and who ne ver 
was a politician His hon. friend ¢com- 
plained that Mr. Carvill’s Splary was 
largely increasel, but he (Dr. Tupper) 


_ turns had _ been low. 
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thought it would have been only candid if 
he had informed the House, that a large 
additional responsibility had been 
thrown on Mr. Carvill, and that his 
duties had bcen increased some 
50 per cent. As the matter was 
one in which the people of Nova Scotia 
pleaded some interest, he had thought it 
right to make some slight protest on the 
subject. As to the statement made to the 
House, that in consequence of political 
pressure upon the Dominien Government, 


the rates paid under the former manage- 


ment had been decreased, the simple 
answer was that the statement was con- 
trary to the fact; on the contrary Nova 
Scotia complained that under Confedera- 
tion the chargeson the railways were 
higher than they were before. 


Hon Mr BOLTON (Charlotte) said that 
the Minister of Public Works had stated 
that the Nova Scotia roads had proved a 
profit, but he-certainly could not find 
that to be the case from the public ac- 
counts. He had already a motion on the 
papers for information as to the rates to 
be imposed on these railrords, and he had 
given notice of that motion simply from 
an examination of the public accounts. 
Those accounts showed a deficiency in the 
receipts as compared with the Revenue, 
and notwithstanding the glowing terms in 
which the President of the Council had 
spoken, he hardly. saw much on which 
they could congratulate themselves. The 
road had now been in operation over 12 
years, and as it did not yield any profit, 
either it was not a necessity, orelse it 
was grossly mismanaged. The New 
Brunswick railways, however, were paying 
something over the expenditure and had 
always done so, and when their re- 
It had been 
in consequence of the Government allowr 
ing the roads to get out of order, and then 
having to expend larger sums in order to 
put them right, the President of the 
Council had spoken of the benefit derived 
by Nova Scotia from these railways, and 


) 


no doubt they were a benefit, so long as 


they were supported by the Dominion. 
The only thing he feared was that while at 
the present moment they might get rid of 
the Nova Scotia Koads, when the Interco. 
lonial was joined on to them, no one would 
be willing to touch them. . 


Mr. ANGLIN thought the member for 
Yarmouth was mistaken in saying that the 
New Brunswick Railway had always failed 


_ topay enough to cover working expenses, 
- for ever since its opening it had always 
paid something beyond its expenditure. 


: 


He was not prepared to say whether or not 
@ private company could work the Rail- 
ways better than Government, but he knew 
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of no serious complaints as to the manage- 
ment hitherto, with the exception of 
that which had arisen when Mr. Carvill 
had attempted to raise the scale of charges 
to nearly the rate charged in New Bruns. 
wick, in consequence of which that gentle- 
man had been driven from the Province. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER asked whether the 
hon. gentleman was aware that the Rail- 
way charges in Nova Scotia were higher 
than those in New Brunswick. 


Mr. ANGLIN could not speak to that 
point, but he knew what a storm had been 
raised when Mr. Carvill attempted to raise 
therates. They had heard a great deal of the 
value of these roads and the President of 
the Council had asked whether the House 
was prepared to sell them to the people of 
Nova Scotia, but he thoughtit would be very 
difficult to sell an undertaking with an 
expenditure larger than its receipts. 
/Through the pressure of the representa- 
tives of Nova Scotia, the rates had been 
kept down to such a degree, and the ex- 
penses had been kept up to such a 
degree that the revenue was largely de- 
ficient, and he asked who would take rail- 
ways under such circumstances. There 
was a strong contrast, however, in the 
management of railways under the Gov- 
ernment of Nova Scotia, and under that of 
the Dominion. In the former case the 
system had. keen to spend nothing on 
the railways, and to get as much revenue 
as possible, while under the present 

| management they had been greatly im- 
proved. He trusted the question would 
receive the consideration of the whole 
House as it was no party question. . He 
did not see any reason to find fault with 
the action of the Government in the mat- 
ter, and he was not prepared to say that 
he would agree to part with the roads to 
private parties, and he thought it very re- 
markable that with so large a revenue 
there should be a deficiency year after 
year. Hethought when the connecting 
links in the system were supplied, the 
traffic would largely increase, and did not 
in any way share the apprehensions of the 
member for Charlotte as to the failure of 
the Intercolonial, although it might be 
some years before it became a success, but 
he was- glad to _  see_ that the 
Commissioners were constructing it 
ina most substantial manner, so that it 
would require no further expenditure for 
many years. 

Hon. JOSEPH HOWE said if the Nova 
Scotia railways were not built by private 
companies it was not the fault of the Pro- 
vince. Every inducement was offered to 
companies to build them, but none would 
undertake them,and he very much doubted 
whether any could be got to buy them now 
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and guarantee to run them. These roads 
had been built in 1854, and when the Do- 
minion Government got control of them, 
it was nothing wonderful that they should 
be found pretty well worn down after thir- 
teen years of constant use. The Dominion 
Government wisely undertook the work of 
improving them, and it was not strange 
that it should have been found necessary 
to expend a good deal of money on them. 
But that money was well employed, and 
would yield a good return. 

Mr. D. A. MACDONALD was of opinion 
that the sooner the Government could get 
rid of those roads the better. It was a 
waste of money to manage them at such 
a distance. The manager was under the 
control of the Government, and could 
settle none of the difficulties that might 
arise without much delay. He believed it 
was unfair to charge the difficulties of the 
road to the Dominion. The Province 
which was benefitted by the roads should 
pay for them, if they did not pay for them- 
selves, until they were transferred to pri- 
vate companies. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY believed that the 
time was coming when it would be to the 
advantage of this Dominion to get rid of 
the management of these roads. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON-—Why not now? 


Hon, Mr. TILLEY said it would not do 
to part with them until the system was 
completed. Their value would then be 
very greatly increased and they could be 
disposed of to much greater advantage. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH said he took a very 
different view of the management of 


railways from hon. members who _ had | 


spoken to-night. It was all very well to 
leaye productive works to private com- 
panies, but where linesdid not yield fair 
returns, it was better to be able to draw 
on the public trersury for assistance. Did 
anyone suppose that the Grand Trunk 
would be worse served if it were managed 
by the Government? He trusted that the 
hon. mover of these resolutions would with 
draw his resolutions, for the people of New 
Brunswick, at least, would be opposed to 
giving the control of the Government 
railways to private companies. He would 
oppose any attempt to make such a trans- 
fer (hear, hear). 


Dr. GRANT regretted to hear the hon. 


mover speak of the Intercolonial railway | 


as an enterprise which was to be an incubus 
on the country. He was sure that it was an 
important work from which we were to 
derive many advantages. The 
country through which it passed was no 
barren wilderness, but would be one of 
the most fertile parts of Canada when 
opened up and settled. As a section of 


Hon. Joseph Howe. 
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the future Interoceanic Railway, it was a 
necessity to the Dominion, and he hoped 
the hon. member would not interfere with 
the progress of the work by opposing it. 
Mr. YOUNG expressed himselfin favour 
of the resolutions. 
The debate was then adjourned- 


of Privilege. 


A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


Hon. Mr, MACDOUGALL rose to speak 
on aquestion of privilege. He thought as 
longas he acted in accordance with the 
rules of Parliament, he was entitled to 
the protection of the House. He had 
occasion to quote another gentleman’s 
words from a newspaper report to sustain 
his position, and had mentioned that gen- 
tleman’s name, but disavowed any intention 
of saying anything derogatory to his posi- 
tion. That gentleman happened to be in 
the gallery at the time and had taken 
offence at it, and had afterwards referred 
to him (Mr. McDougall) in the Senate in 
the most scurrilous manner. He (Mr. 
McDougall) would not take the trouble to 
notice this attack, further than to point 
to his public record for the last twenty 
years as a sufficient refutation of it. Dur- 
ing his visit to New Brunswick he had the 
satisfaction of knowing that amongst all 
the classes to whom he had addressed him- 
gelf on subjects of great political import- 
ance which they had invited him to discuss, 
they had listened to him with the kindest 
attention and courtesy, and if that was 
‘‘ pulitical vagahondism’? he should like to 
see it indulged in more frequently by our 
public men. Mr. McDougall then referred 
to the 13th rule of the House to show how 
contrary the course of the hon. Senator 
had been to Parliamentary usages. 
He also quoted from British 
authorities in support of his argument that 
no hon, member of another House should 
refer to remarks made in another Chamber 
during debate, because the hon. member 
making such observations could not be 
present to reply. He declared that if the 
body before whom these remarks were 
made of which he complained would not 
take cognizance of this transgression of 
Parliamentary rules and usages, he (Mr. 
McDougall) would take advantage of the 


first opportunity afforded him of vindi- © 


cating the privileges of this House and 
maintaining the freedom of debate exer- 
cising his right to exclude that gentleman 
from the galleries. (Cheers.) . 
Hon. Mr. HOLILON wished to know if 
the leader of the Government had nothing 
to say respecting this attack on the pri- 
vileges of this House. } 
Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER said the 


hon. member for North Lanark had stated 
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his case and his intention to pursue a cer- 


tain course without asking theHouse to take 
any action on the matter. He (Sir George) 
could therefore say nothing. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the leader of the 
Government should be the custodian of the 
privileges of the House. Since, however, 
the hon. member had refused to take any 
action in the matter he (Mr. Holton) felt 
it his duty to condemn this assault, for it 
was an assault made by a member of an- 
other branch of this Parliament on a 
member of this House, as a gross, wanton 
and utterly unprovoked assault—utterly 
unprovoked by any language made use of 
by the hon. member for N orth Lanark. 
(Cheers. ) 

The House adjourned at 11.15. 


THE SENATE. 


T'usspay, 7th March, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock. 


Hon. Messrs. RYAN and FERRIER pre- 
sented petitions. 


Hon, Mr. SIMPSON presented the 
second and third reports of the Joint 
Committee on Printing. Consideration of 
the reports on Thursday next. 


ENQUIRY. 


~ Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said that the en- 
quiry of which he had given notice referred 
to a subject concerning which some misap- 
prehension existed in that section of the 
Island of Cape Breton where he resided. 
At the time the Province of Nova Scotia 
entered into the Confederation, that 
island enjoyed the advantages of a steamer 
running between Halifax, Sydney, and St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. But after the 
union the Cunard contract expired, and 
with it the subsidy that had been given for 
the performance of that service. ‘The im- 
pression was strong in the Island of Cape 
Breton that the present Government was a 
party to the withdrawal of the steamer. 
His own impression was, however, that the 
contract with the Messrs. Inman was one 
over which the Dominion Government 
could exercise no control. When the 
Estimates were brought up in 1867, at the 
time the Confederation was being consum- 
mated, he had looked into them and 
found that the subsidy given by the Pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia for that service had 
been continued, but somehow or other, 
when the Estimates were before the other 
House the item in question disappeared. 
He need not tell the House that 
much dissatisfaction had arisen in the 
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Island of Cape Breton on _ account 
of the withdrawal of the steamer which 
had not only carried a great many passen- 
gers, but did a considerable business with 
St. John’s which procured a large portion 
of its provisions and other supplies from 
Sydney. What the people complamed of, 
and justly, was that when the Inman line 
was unwilling to call at Sydney, induce- 
ment had not been offered to other par- 
ties to perform so usefulaservice. With- 
out further remarks he made the following 
enquiry :—When will the contract entered 
upon by the Government with the Messrs. 
Inman for the conveyance of mails from 
Halifax to St. John’s Newfoundland, ex- 
pire ; and whether in case of renewal of 
the contract, it is proposed to require 
among its conditions that the steamer 
shall call at Sydney, Cape Breton, in 
accordance with the arrangement which 
existed previous to Confederation ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL was sorry that he 
was not able to give his hon. friend the 
information he asked, but the Government 
had no contract for that service, which 
was under the control of the Imperial 
Government. 


THE NORTH WEST TERRITORIES. 


The order of the day, that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole on the 
Bill in reference to the Government of 
the North West Territories, was then tak- 
en up, but before going into Committee. 

Hon. Mr. BUREAU wished to make a 
few observations on the Bill before the 
House. He did not intend to oppose it 
at that stage, but there were several rather 
important points, respecting which he 
wished to obtain some information. He 
was of opinion that very extensive powers 
were given under the Act, and he appre- 
hended that some difficulties might arise 
under its operations. He referred espe- 
cially to that clause which gave the Goy- 
ernor General in Council the power to ap- 
pointa Council of not more than fifteen 
members, and not less than seven, if he 
should think proper, to aid the Lieuten- 
ant Governor in the administration of the 
affairs of the Territory, with such powers 
as might be from time to time conferred 
upon them by Order in Council. He could 
not help thinking that these were de- 
spotic powers, fraught with danger to the 


people that might be residing 
now or hereafter on those 
extensive territories so recently 


added to the Dominion of Canada. Would 
those powers ulways be exercised with dis- 
cretion by those who were living at so 
great a distance from the Territories, and 
might not feel a great deal of sympathy 
with the inhabitants? He thought 
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that all our legislation respecting 
that important country could not be too 
guarded. Every possible security should 
be given for the preservation of the rights 
of the people. It should be remembered 
that the inhabitants of the Territory were 
different in many respects from the people 
of the other Provinces, and their feelings 
and peculiarities should be consulted in 
any political arrangements that might be 
made. Such a course would best ensure 
that harmony and kindly feeling so essen- 
tial to the satisfactory working of our politi- 
calinstitutions, He also wished to ascertain 
from the Postmaster General whether all 
the expenses incurred in Manitoba up to 
the time of its assuming self-government 
had been paid, and also what disposition 
was to be made of the Volunteers who had 
been sent there in the course of the past 
season. He hoped that the leader of the 
Government in that House would be able 
to give him some information respecting 
those points. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he 
did not see any prospect of the difficulties 
to which the hon. member referred as 
likely to arise under the act. It was not 


intended to apply to the Province of 


Manitoba but to the North West territor- 
ies outside of that Province. In Manito- 
ba there was a constitutional Government 
granted under the Act passed at the last 
session of the Canadian Parliament. It 
was, however, necessary to legislate with 
reference to the territories outside of that 
Government. The provisions of the act 
were not new, but were the same which 
existed ever since the cession of the coun- 
try by Great Britain to Canada. 
The Act when first passed 
made the same provisions for the whole 
country, but when Manitoba was formed 
into a separate Province then the act 
applied to the territory outside of it. It 
was now simply proposed to re-enact the 
provisions found im the original Act. The 
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba was now, 
and would be, also Governor of the 
North West ‘Territories. He would 
administer the Government of the 
Province under the constitutional Act of 
last session which gave to Manitoba a leg- 
islature and responsible Government. He 
would also administer on the other hand, 
the territory outside of the jurisdiction of 
Manitoba He (Mr, C.) could not see 
what possible danger could arise from that 
fact, or from the Act giving power to the 
Governor General, by and with the, advice 
of the Privy Council, to appoint a Council 
to aid the Lieutenant Governor in the ad- 
munuistration of affairs. The hon. gentle- 
man had apprehended that there might not 
be much sympathy felt for the population, 
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when the appointments came to be made. 
Now he was not prepared to admit any 
such thing. Whatever was done would 
be with reference tothe wishes and _ feel- 
ings of the majority of the population. As 
respects the questions put by his hon. 
friend, he replied that the one in reference 
to the expenses incurred in Manitoba had 
better be made in the proper mode, and 
he would be happy to obtain the requisite 
information; with respect to the Volunteers 
he might say that it was proposed to 
recall them early in the season, perhaps 
in May, with the exception of 80 or 100 
who would be left there some time longer. 
Every man who would desire to remain 
would be able to obtain 160 acres of land 
in addition to the free grant, or 320 acres 
altogether. Those who wished to return 
would be brought .back at the public ex- 
pense. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY called the attention 
of the Hon. Postmaster General to an ap- 
parent defect in the Act which seemed 
worthy of attention. If the powers of the 
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba, he ar- 
gued, were to be extended over the whole 
of the North West Territories, there should 
be legislation to that effect. On the other 
hand, if there was to be anew officer, 
there should be provisions made under 
the Act. He contended—and referred to 
the Acts in corroboration of his argument 
—that there was no authority in the Act 
before the House, impliedly or expressly, 
to appoint anybody. The Act should be 
clear on the point. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Governor of Manitoba had two Commis- 
sions—one as Lieutenant Governor of the 
said province, another as Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of the North West Territories. If 
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his hon. friend would examine the origi- 


nal Act, he would see there was provision 
made for a Lieutenant Governor for Rupert’s 
land and the North West Territory. That 
officer was appointed. He continued in 
office until the Act of last session was 
enacted, declaring that there should be a 
Lieutenant Governor for Manitoba. So 
there existed a double Commission. The 
concluding language of the Act kept in 
force the two offices. Therefore, the first 
clause of the Act before the House was 
clear enough. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—But the’ first Act 
now expired. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Not until the 
end of the present session—it was now 
proposed to re-enact it. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked how it was 
that in the present Act, there was not the 
same authority givenas in the Act of 1869. 
At the end of the session, the Lieutenant 
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Governor of Manitoba became defunctus 
officio as respects the North West. He 
did not think the Act clear enough. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not apprehend 
any such difficulty as suggested by his 
hon. friend, but he had no objection to 
adopt the suggestion and make the autho- 
rity more obvious. 


The House went into Committee, and 
passed the Bill witha few verbal altera- 
tions. 


Routine 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuespay, March 7, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:25 
p.m. 
PETITIONS. 


Several petitions were presented. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS. 


Mr. BROSSEAU presented the report of 
the Joint Committeé on Printing. 


Mr. MACFARLANE presented’ the 
fourth report of the Committee on Stand- 
ing Orders, and moved that. the time for 
receiving petitions for private Bills, be ex- 
tended to the 22nd instant, and for re- 
ceiving private Bills to the 29th instant. 


The motion was carried. 
POSTAGE STAMPS. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented a state- 
ment of sales of postage stamps for the 
past year. 


PUBLIC WORKS. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN presented the re- 
port vf the Minister of Public Works for 
the year ending 30th June, 1870. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER gave notice 
thaton Friday next he would move, that the 
House should resolve itself into aCom- 
mitte of the Whole to consider a series of 
Resolutions respecting the admission of 
British Columbia into the Dominion of 
Canada. 


INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER gave notice 
that he would move for leave to bring in a 
Bill to amend the Act for securing the 
independence of Parliament. 
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MILITIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER gave notice 
that he would move for leave to bring in 
a Bill toamend the Militia Act. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Hon. Mr, MORRIS gave notice, that on 
Friday next he would move that the 
House should go into Committee of the 
Whole, for the consideration of resolutions 
with respect to the inspection of weights 
and measures, and also to the use of the 
metric system in the Dominion. 


INSPECTION LAWS. 


Hen. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS gave notice 
that on Fridry next he would move that 
the House should go into Committee of the 
Whole, to consider Resolutions tending to 
the consolidation of the Inspection Laws. 


CHNSUS ACT. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved the third 
reading of the Bill to amend the Census 
Act. Carried. He then moved that the 
Bill should pass and be entitled ‘‘an Act 
to amend the Census Act.’’ Carried. 


CURRENCY. 


_ Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS then moved 
concurrence in certain resolutions reported 
trom Committee of the Whole, for the as- 
similation of the currency throughout the 
Dominion, 


On the resolutions being read, 


Mr. CHIPMAN (Kings) moved, in amend- 
ment, that allafter the word “ expedient” 
be struck out, and that instead there 
should be inserted, ‘‘that the currency of 
Nova Scotia should remain unchanged and 
should not be assimilated with that of the 
rest of the ominion.’”’ He stated that he 
had just received a telegram from the 
leader of the Government in Nova Scotia, 
advising the transmission by steamer Car- 
lotta of a petition against the proposed 
change, numerously and respectably signed 
by all parties. He urged, first, that the 
Proyincial Legislature had passed a series 
of resolutions opposing assimilation, and 
second, the forwarding of the petition, 
and asked that for these reasons, and in 
consideration of the state of feeling in 
Nova Scotia, the consideration of the reso- 
lutions might be postponed until the pe- 
tition could be laid before the House. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 1t 
was perfectly clear that the postponement 
of the consideration of the resolutions 
would imply an abandonment of the whole 
measure for the present session. The whole 
matter had been fully considered by the 
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Government. They were fully aware of the 
feeling in Nova Scotia, Lut they thought 
the case one in which the rest of the 
Dominion could not yield any longer. He 
had heard the opinions of many people 
in Nova Scotia on the subject, and one 
and all admitted the necessity of an as- 
similation, and the question, therefore, 
was in which direction that assimilation 
should be made. The currency could not 
be changed to that of Nova Scotia, as that 


would be adopting a _ currency 
at variance with that of the rest 
of the continent; and he was sure 


that before many months had elapsed Nova 
Scotia would perceive the great advantages 
derived from the change. The matter 
had already been delayed two sessions in 
deference to Nova Scotia, and the prospect 
of an International Currency, but that 
prospect no longer existing, he saw no 
reason for further adjournment. 


Hon. Mr. DORION thought the ques- 
tion was not whether the Government 
_would abandon their measure for another 
Session, but whether, in deference to the 
people of Nova Scotia, they would simply 
delay its consideration for a few days, un- 
til the petition spoken of could be receiv- 
ed. That petition might contain argu- 
meuts not previously advanced, but atall 
events he thought the Government might 
accede to the request of the member for 
King’s and allow ashort delay. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER thought 
that the object of the request for post- 
ponement was chiefly to change the day 
on which the Act should come into opera- 
tion, from the Ist July to the lst January. 
The Minister of Finance merely asked 
for concurrence in the resolutions on 
which he intended to base his Bill. Ifthat 
concurrence wes acceded to, as no doubt 
it would be, the Bill would have to be sub- 
mitted to the House, and could hardly be 
read for the first time before Friday, but 
if it should possibly be read a second time 
on Friday, it would still have to go inte a 
Committee, which could not be before the 
following Tuesday, and, therefore, the 
House would see, that before the Bill could 
possibly become law there would be plenty 
of time for receiving the petition and 
taking it into consideration. 

Mr. CHIPMAN (Kings) had listened 
with surprise to the hesitancy of the Min- 
ister of Finance, to concede the very slight 
delay he had asked, as he would have 
thought that policy would dictate that 
every opportunity should be afforded the 
people of Nova Scotia to express their 
Opinions, so that if the decision 
should chance to be in opposition to their 
views, they might have the satisfaction of 
knowing that all consideration had been 
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accorded to them—and he therefore again 
pressed on the Government that they 
should not force a discussion, but should 
allow the resolutions to lie over, and he 
thought such an Act would be very grace- 
ful on their part. 

Mr. MAGILL (Hamilton) fully agreed 
that the people of Nova Scotia deserved 
every consideration, but that they had 
already received all the consideration they 
could ask. He thought that if there was 
any particular in which the Provinces 
ought to agree with each other, it was in 
that of the currency. The member for 
Kings had urged that the measure was 
objectionable to the people of Nova Scotia, 
and so it might be, but he thought the 
time had come when Nova Scotia ought to 


yield something to the wishes 
of the other parts of the Do- 
minion. As to the time at which 


the change should commence there was 
no doubt that the Ist July was far the 
best time that could be selected. He was 
glad to see the measure propounded by 
the Government and was sure it would 
make the people of the Dominion feel 
more like one people. 

Hon. Mr STEWART CAMPBELL (Guys- 
borough) regretted very much that the 
story of Nova Scotia grievances had again 
been revived, as he thought that story 
ought now to be a matter of the past, and 
that the general good of the country 
should be considere’, and he thought that 
the people of Nova Scotia fully understood 
that the time had arrived when they must 
yield in the general interest to an assimi- 
lation of the currency. There was no 
doubt that the petition would have but 
little effect on the minds of the members 
of the House, and it would only be using 
improperly the time of the House to ask 
fora postponement to allow of its being 
taken into consideration. 

Mr. ALFRED JONES (Halifax) thought 
that questions of this kind should not be 
forced on the consideration of the House 
until the views of the people of Nova Scotia 
had been fully brought forward. He 
thought the petition, signed, as if no 
doubt was, by the chief commercial men 
of the Province, deserved all attention, 
and he trusted the Government would re- 
consider their decision and allow the mat- 
ter to be postponed. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE thought that, as the 
Minister of Militia had explained, in the 
natural order of things the petition would 
be received in full time to be taken into 
consideration, the matter should not be 
pressed further. He could searcely think 
that the petition could contain any new 
arguments, as the matter had already re- 
ceived the fullest possible discussion and 
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consideration. The mater had already 
been postponed for two sessions, and 
though it pained him to have to differ 
‘with other representatives of his Province, 
he did not think that Nova Scotia could 
expect any further postponement. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said he would. be 
very sorry that there should be any feel- 
ing in the minds of the representatives of 
Nova Scotia that the Government was not 
disposed to give them ample justice and 
consideration. He showed how, in 1869 
and 1870, the Government had postponed 
the consideration of the matter, and had 
withdrawn their measures in deference to 
the opinions and views of Nova Scotia, 
notwithstanding larger petitions from New 
Brunswick in favour of an assimilation, 
urging the great loss and inconvenience 
sustained by that Province © Postpone- 
ment hid, however, only been granted in 
view of the probability of an international 
currency, and when that ceased to be even 
a possibility, surely no further delay could 
be asked. The member for Kings had 


Assimilation of 


' stated that he thought policy should dic- 


tate that Government should accede to 
his request, but he (Mr. Tilley) thought 
policy dictated the opposite 
He thought a _ further postponement 


would rather tend to increase than diminish | 


the dissatisfaction in Nova Scotia, as they 
would imagine that the delay implied 
yielding, and then when finding such was 
not the case, they would be more than 
ever dissatisfied. He could say that the 
Minister of Finance would undertake not 
to pass the second reading until the peti- 
tion had been received, and with that as- 
surance he trusted the hon. gentlemen 
would not press the matter further. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said this was the 
proper stage of the measure on which to 
take exception to it. To deny the delay 
asked for was to say that no objection 
would belistened to. The Government 
could lose nothing in point of time, and 
certainly nothing in point of dignity in 
granting so reasonable a request. 

Mr. HUGH MACDONALD did not 
think the Government were treating the 
petition with disrepect in refusing to 
grant the delay. The majority in this 
House was in favor of the proposed 
change, and no good purpose could be 
served by waiting for the petition. If, 
when it should arrive, reasons should be 
urged of sufiicient weight to change the 
Opinions the House entertained at present, 
it would not be too late to alter their 
policy. He hoped some consideration 
would be made in favor of the railway 


contractors of Nova Scotia, who 
would be seriously injured by a 
.change in the currency. ‘They 
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would be obliged to pay in the propor- 
tion ot $1 to every 97 cents under the pre- 
cent arrangement. 


Mr. BURPEE thought the question had 
been fairly discussed. He congratulated 
the Government on having taken up this 
matter, for this House had been too often 
charged with having, in their Legislative 
enactments done those things which they 
ought not to have done and left undone, 
the things which they should have done, 


Hon, Dr. TUPPER could not understand 
the object of the hon. member for 
Hochelaga, in paying this empty compli- 
ment to Nova Scotia. Since the time of 
Confederation the assimilation of the cur- 
rency had been looked forward to by 
commercial men, for there was nothing 
which tended more to facilitate their 
business transactions than a uniform cur- 
rency. In prospect of the adoption of an 
international currency, the Government 
haa postponed this change, but. there 
seemed to be a very slight prospect of such 
a comprehensive assimilation taking place 
and it was time for the Government to 
assimilate ourown currency. It would be 
ungenerous for him to object to carrying 
out a change which was accepted as one 
incidental and necessary to Confederation 
by the majority of the people of Canada. 
In assimilating the currency, it was neces- 
sary to adopta system which would suit 
the majority of the people. ‘The currency 
of Nova Scotia was a depreciated currency, 
and a large portion of the Legislature of 
that Province previous to Confederation, 
held the view that it would be better to 
reject itand adopt the currency of Can- 
ada and the United States. He would 
endeavour to relieve the hon. member for 
Kings of some of the apprehensions which 
he entertuined as to the man- 
ner in which his constituents would 
receive this change. He (Dr. Tupper) 
held in his hand a letter from one of the 
most influential electors in that constitu- 
ency, congratuating the Government on 
having undertaken the assimilation of the 
currency of the Dominion. The same gen- 
tleman stated in his letter that there was 
not @ worse currency in circulation than 
that of Nova Scotia, which would not be 
accepted at its face value outside of the 
province. He (Dr. Tupper) regarded the 
matterin the same light, and he hoped 
that the hon. member for Kings would 
not press for a delay which, if granted, 
would excite hopes in Nova Scotia, which 
could not fail to end in disappointment. 

Mr. SAVARY said this was a most 
important measure, being nothing less 
than one of the first steps towards making 
us one people. He was not disposed to 
hasten the passage of these resolutions or 
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to refuse the petitioners an opportunity 
to express their views against them. He 
believed petitions had already been pre- 
sented against an assimilation of the cur- 
rency, but he would also remind the hon. 
member for Kings that there was a large 
section of the people in Nova Scotia in 
favour of such a change. The constituency 
which he represented agreed to the tempo- 
rary inconvenience resulting from the assl- 
milation, for the ultimate benefit which it 
would confer on them in common with the 
rest of the Dominion ‘There might be 
some good reason for postponing the 
change till the first of January, but if the 
Government thought it best for the whole 
Dominion to have it go into operatien 
sooner, he would not oppose the measures. 


Mr. MILLS said that a good many 
hon. members had spoken on this ques- 
tion as one of profit and loss, but he did 
not see how any loss was to be occasioned 
by the change of full value. If a fifty cent 
piece were accepted as aunit here and 
were accepted as only half a unit un- 
der the United States system, there would 
be no real difference in the actual value of 
the coin, though it might be called a dol- 


lar in our country and half adollar in the. 


United States. It was purely a matter of 
convenience and nothing else, and till it 
could be shown that it was something 
more, there was no reason why the mea- 
sure of the Finance Minister should not 
become law. a 


Mr. OLIVER said while dealing with this 
question, he would like to urge upon the 
hon. Finance Minister the necessity of in- 
creasing the number of small bills in cir. 
culation. Much inconvenience. was felt 
from the want of them. ‘There was anoth- 
er matter also, to which he would like to 
refer. In the section of the country 
from which he came, there was still a 
large amount of American silver in circu- 
lation, and he hoped Government would 
endeavour to withdraw it from the coun- 
try and substitute for it a Canadian cur- 
rency. There could be no reason for 
delaying the assimilation of the currency. 
lt was one of the principal inducements 
held ont to the people to induce them to 
accept Confederation. The claims put 
forward in behalf of the Intercolonial 
Railway contractors should not be allowed 
to stand in the way. ‘he Intercolonial 
had already cost the country a great deal 
and it would be time enough to consider 
the claims of contractors when they should 
be put forward by those gentlemen them- 
selves. The country had suffered long 
enough from the want of uniformity in 
our currency, and he hopedthis measure 
would be carried. 


Mr. CHIPMAN said he occupied a posi- 
Mr. Savary, 
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tion of independence in the House, and he 
held his seat to protect and further the 
interests of. his constituents. He came 
here unpledged in regard to any action he 
might see fit to take on each measure that 
came up for consideration before the House. 
Therefore there could be no claims upon 


him to prevent him from giving an un- 
biased and untrammelled consideration to 
any Bill which might come up, and if there 
was any error whatever in his action, it 
could simply be one of judgment. . He had 
taken pains to obtain the views of his con- 
stituents on this subject before the House, 
and though he was satisfied that the reso- 
lutions would be carried by a large majority 
he deemed it his duty to oppose them. It 
was no use for him to attempt to prove 
that the currency of Nova Scotia was the 
best for the people there, though he be- 
lieved the fact was susceptible of proof. 
He believed that the House was not unani- 
mously in favour of the measure of the 
Finance Minister, and he would therefore 
press his amendment to a vote. 


The amendment of Mr, Chipman was 
declared lost on a division. 


The various resolutions were read and 
carried, whereupon, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved for 
leave to introduce a bill entitled: An 
Act to establish one uniform currency for 
Canada.—Carried. The motion that it be 
read a second time on Tuesday next hav- 
ing been offered, Sir Francis stated that in 
order to meet the views of his Nova Scotia 
opponents as fully as possible, he would 
not then press for that stage should the 
petition not have arrived. (Hear, hear.) 


THE ELECTION BILL. 


Hon Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
second reading of the Bill to make tem- 
porary provision for the election of mem- 
bers to serve in the House of Commons of 
Canada. 


Mr. YOUNG saidit must be satisfactory 
to the House to know that the Government 
had withdrawn the very objectionable bill 
introduced during the two previous sessions. 
He considered it very objectionable, and 
if it had been carried out they would 
have seen in the various Provinces thous- 
ands of people disfranchised ; and, with 
the very complicated machinery which 
that bill created, an army of officials would 
have been brought into existence, involv- 
ing a very great expenditure. Looking at 
it in those points of view, the bill was one 
of the most dangerous character. He was 
therefore glad to know that it had been 
givenup. it would have been very un- 
palatable throughout the various Pro- 
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Vinces, particularly in the smaller, as it 
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- body of the Bill. 
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must have interfered to a great extent 
with the privileges they hither. 
to enjoyed. The old bill 


was received, as they all knew, with 
a great deal of dissatistaction by members 
of the House and multitudes throughout 
the country- He believed the House was 
indebted to a considerable extent to mem- 
bers on the Ministerial side for the with- 
drawal of the measure. If he was correctly 
informed, they had told Ministers plainly 
last session that if the Bill was presssed 
they would feel it their duty to vote 
against it. The proposition the Govern- 
ment now brought forward was one which 
adopted in the main the views so ably put 
forth by the hon. member for Hochelaga 
and others on the same side of the House. 
He only regretted that, while accepting 
several good points, Government had in 

troduced various features of a most objec- 
tionable character. He observed the sec- 
ond clause of the Bill re-enacted the old 
election laws existing in the different Pro- 
vinces at the time of Confederation in 
1867. Now he thought it was very doubt- 
ful whether it was possible for this House 
to re-enact some, at least, of those laws, 
unless they were expres-ly stated in the 
It was a fact that several 
of them had been rescinded or abolished 
by the Local Legislatures, and yet they 
were here, as he understood the Bill, re- 
enacted by the second clause. In addi- 
tion, he saw no good ‘reason why this 


House should: g0 back ‘to those laws of 


1867 when they knew that since that time 
the Local Legislatures had adopted new 
laws, believed to be an improvement upon 
them. He could see no good reason for 
passing even a temporary law. They 
should take the laws existing in the vari- 
ous Provinces instead of returning to their 
predecessurs of 1867. He particularly re- 
gretted to see in the Billa special clause 
inserted to prevent the elections in Ontario 
taking place simultaneously. The Minis- 
ter of Militia had seen fit to forbid what 
nine-tenths of the people of Ontario be- 
lieved would be an improvement—that is 


the elections being held all on one and the | 


same day; They knew that during the 


_ last general elections in Ontario there was 


& very: large amount of excitement, brib- 
ery and corruption, and a good deal of vio- 


lence. As regards other Provinces, they 
_ were aware that much violence was wit- 
_ hessed at Kamouraska, in Quebec, and in 


West Toronto and other Ontario constitu- 
encies much corruption was resorted to 
(hear, hear and laughter). It had been 


~ argued that holding the Ontario elections 


on one and the same day would, to a con- 


_ Siderable extent, exempt them from the 


_ present evils. 
had seen fit to prevent this reform. 


The Government, however 
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Although this was but a temporary mea- 
sure, he was in hopes it would be found 
possible to continue iton a similar meas. 
ure with improvements. He saw no rea- 
son why they could not, in settlin g the elec. 
tion law for all time, adopt machinery 
created by the old legislature. They 
knew it had been the course pursued in 
the United States, ever since they became 
a nation, to receive members of Congress 
elected undér the laws made, and in oper- 
ation under the control of the legislatures 
ofthe different states. In this country 
he believed they would find no practical 
difficulty in managing the elections for 
members of this House, by simply using 
the machinery brought into bein g by laws 
ofthe Local Legislatures. For one he 
must strongly insist on some such provis- 
ion being made one of the sub- 
sections. It would enable the people of 
Ontario to have the elections held simul. 
taneously, as in New Brunswick and Noya 
Scotia. 


A MEMBER—Not in New Brunswick. 


Mr. YOUNG—They have in Nova Scotia, 
and he saw no reason why the right should 
be withdrawn from the people of Ontario. 
In New Brunswick they had privileges or 
rights not enjoyed here, including - the 
ballot. They had in Nova Scotia the right 
to the ballot, but under this Bill he fancied 
that in the elections for the House of Com- 
mons they would be deprived of voting in 
this manner. The people ought not to be 
deprived of the ballot. He believed the 
time would come when the inhabitants of 
all the Proviaces would enjoy the ballot. 
He thought experience had proved that 
where the system had been introduced on 
a great scale such as in Australia, it had 
proved a great advantage at the time of 


Law. 


, elections. They had the authority of the 


present First Lord of the Admiralty in 
England, for the statement that the effect 
of the Ballot in Australia had been largely 
to reduce the cost of elections, corruption, 
bribery and violence, In the mother 
country it would soon be law.  In- 
stead of depriving Nova Scotia of the bal- 
lot, it would have been well to extend it to 
all the other Provinces. Whatever action 
might be taken with regard to the Bill 
generally, he hoped some member 
would propose an amendment to that pro- 
vision respecting the election laws of 
1867 instead of those now in existence. 
He could see no good principle in refusing 


to adopt the god election laws 
on the Statute books of the 
various Provinces, They knew 


the Ontario Act, under which the elections 
were proceeding, differed very consider- 
ably from the law of 1867. He was anxious 
to know the reason for the departure in- 
this instance. He hoped the Ontario mem- 
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bers would insist that the law should pro- | year, nor likely to hear so much about the 


vide for the holding of the elections simul- 
taneously. There could be no difference 
of opinion as to the feeling throughout 
Ontario on that subject. Unless the hon. 
gentlemen opposite were prepared to 
concede that point, and to allow the pre- 
sent law to stand, he should feel it his duty 
to move an amendment, and take the 
sense of the House on the point (cheers). 


Mr. HARRISON said there were two 
objections to the hon. gentleman’s propo- 
sition to have the elections simultaneously, 
and one was that he did not think it would 
afford a proper representation to property. 
A man who owned property in different 
constituencies, would not be properly 
represented unless he could divide him- 
self into several, and go all over the coun- 
try on one day (cheers and counter cheers). 
There was another objection: Aman might 
become very eminent in serving his coun- 
try, and yet become locally unpopular, dis- 
pleasing to the people of his particular 
constituency. With the elections all on 


one day being objectionable to his consti- 
tuents, his services would be lost to the 
country, whereas if the elections took 
place on different days, there would be a 
chance in other constituences for him, and 
thus his talents might be saved to the 
country (cheers). It always appeared to 
him that these were two formidable objec- 
tions. The experiment had been made in 
Ontario of having the elections all on one 
day The experiment had yet to be prov- 
ed, whether it would work well or not 
remained to be seen. It would be time 
enough to think of introducing it here, if 
the experiment proved a success. ‘'he hon. 
gentleman said that at the last elections 
for Toronto, there was bribery and corrup- 
tion. That hon. member knew more about 
it than he did (ironical and counter cheers) 
‘There was none on his [Mr Harrison’s] 
side, and he must have been speaking of 
what was done on the side of the Opposi- 
tion [cheers and laughter]. He had heard 
no good reason yet'for holding all the 


elections on one and the same 
day. Until his two reasons 
were answered, and the experiment 


in Ontario proved successful, he thought 
it would be premature in the House to 
adopt the principle. (Cheers ) 


Mr- MILLS said he was pleased with the 
progress the Gevernment had shown in 
this matter last Session, and he hoped be- 
fore the Bill became law, they would see 
further progress. He thought there were 
some features in the Bill which might be 
materially improved. He thought they 
were not likely to hear in the discussion 
of this Bill the kind of arguments used in 
the defence of the Government Bill last 

Mr. Young. 


beauty and importance of uniformity. He 
remembered pointing out the effect of the 
old bill on the provinces not yet in Con- 
federation, and distinctly putting the 
question to the Government, whether if a 
province was created in the North West, 
they proposed to apply the principle of 
uniformity with regard to its representa- 
tives ; and among the defenders of the 
pill of last year, he did not think there 
was any one who laboured more zealously 
than the hon. member for West Toronto. 
He had laid down a principle with regard 
to that bill, which he thought would carry 
him much further than the provisions of 
the billitself. He said that ifall the elec- 
tions took place on the same day the 
principle would be very objectionable, 
that it would be quite impossible for any 
gentleman to divide himself into a certain 
number of personages and make his ap- 
pearance in various constituencies in the 
same day. There was just this to say in 
reply. If ‘‘A’ had property in Essex and 
also in Hlgin, he did not see anything to 
prevent the Government holding the elec- 
tions mn those two places, andif they did it 
would be quite impossible for the gentle- 
man to be in two places at the same time. 
He supposed the hon. gentlemin would 
insist on the Government amending this 
bill, and upon every property holde: own- 
ing property in more than one place hav- 
ing the right to stay an election because 
it might hinder him from giving two votes. 
It was of the utmost consequence, he told 
us, that property should be represented, 
and the only way this could be done was to 
begin on a certain day at one end of the. 
country, and let one election a day be 
held till all the members were elected. 
Unless this were done some elector might 
be cheated out of hisrights. ‘A’ might 
heve a very large amount of proper- 
ty in one constituency and «4 BY. a 
much smaller amount divided between two. 
Under this principle ‘‘B’’ would have a 
right, which he (Mr. Mills) thought he 
ought not to have, to vote in two places, 
while “A,” the richer man, could vote 
only in one. The hon. member, for 
Toronto West, would oppose the one 
arrangement, and grant that person having 
the largest amount of property, the great- 
est interest in the election. If ‘‘A’’ owning 
$1,000 worth of property, had a right to 
one yote, ‘“B’” possessing $2,000 would 
have aright to two. This was the logical 
consequence flowing from the very sound 
proposition of that hon. gentleman (hear 
hear). He was sure the hon membet 
would not be satisfied with the very i 
perfect representation of his scheme in 
the Bill now before them. It seemed t 
him that in this House, where the que 
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under the control of the local legislatures, 
the tendency of the representation must 
be altogether in a different direction. The 


7 taken from their province and placed 


_ time would come when those who contri- 


buted to the revenue of the country and 
took part in its defence, would have some 
say in the Government of the country. 
There was a time when those who had pro- 
perty were entitled to the vote ina differ- 
ent. sense from the present, because they 
contributed most to the revenue. But 
now it was only just and fair that those 
upon whom the public responsibilities 
debts and burdens were imposed, should 
have a say in the Government of the 
country. He did not propose to 
bring this matter under the consi. 
deration of the House at present. He 
thought the Government had now taken 
a step a long way towards the adoption of 
their views, making the local law of each 
Province that upon which the representa- 
tion in the House should be based. He 
believed Government ought to go further, 
and have all the elections on one and the 
same day. It was a very important mat- 
ter, no doubt, to an administration that 
felt they were not entitled to the confi- 
dence of the country, that they should 
have the power to influence all those look- 
ing for positions or favours from the Gov- 
ernment. There was always a number of 
men in every constituency looking for 
public favours, and it was to the interest 
of the Administration to bring on the 
elections first in those places where they 
had the greatest chance of success, that 
those in respect to which they were doubt- 
ful might be influenced. Elections under 
this principle prevented Parliament from 
becoming a fair representation of public 
opinion. It interfered with the indepen- 
dence of the electors, for it was not more 
important that they should be protected 
from coercion by the Government. The 
object of this Bill was to give Ministers an 
unfair advantage over their opponents, 
which they ought not to possess, and when 
it reached Committee he would propose 
that it be so amended that all the elections 
in the Dominion should take place on the 
same day. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said this was the 
third effort.of the Government to bring in 
an Election Bill. They introduced one in 


1869 and another in 1870, at that time 
_ they were informed the Government could 


not allow the local bodies to have any- 
_ thing to do with the elections, or with the 
regulation of the qualification. ‘Che elec- 
tions, moreover, were to be uniform 
throughout the whole country ; and noth- 
ng except the entire control of all these 
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matters by this House would satisfy 
the Government. The opposition haying 
forced amendments last year, Govern- 
ment found they could not carry their 
Bill to their satisfaction and it was drop- 
ped. Hecomplimented them on submit- 
ting an improved Bill this year, although 
this Bill adopted the qualifications pre- 
scribed in the several Provinces, and did 
away with the necessity for a double set of 
officials and all the machinery by which 
the list of electors was, last session, pro- 
posed to be made, there were yet apparently 
many deficiencies. He thought the sub- 
ject-of qualification of electors was very 
properly left to the Lecal Legislatures, 
yet as the elections must be conducted 
by officers of this Government alone, the 
mode of securing the elections might well 
have been uniform for the Dominion. The 
Government would have greatly improv- 
ed the measure had they adopted the im- 
proved method of carrying the elections 
in force in Ontario and Nova Scotia. They 

( did not want to have uniformity at qi 

(not even in the mode of securing the 
elections. Instead ofa uniformity law on 
the subject they were multiplying 
laws. They took a portion 
of the laws prevalent in the different Pro- 
vinces, and even a part of those of 1867. 
They had entirely ignored the principle 
of uniformity. A portion of the proposed 
measure would lead to great errors which 
might have the effect of annuling the 
elections. If they did not enact uniform- 
ity, they might adopt the laws in force at 
the time of the elections in the several 
Provinces. He was a strong advocate of 
another amendment, namely, all the 
elections on oneand the same day. This 
would avoid excitements or shorten them, 
to the advantage ofthe country. While 
elections took place in rotation, detrimen- 
tal excitement and distraction were main- 
tained. Moreover he did not like the clause 
giving the Returning Officer greater 
power than he had before—namely, by 
appointing a great many sub-ofticers, de- 
puty returning officers, and poll clerks, to 
suit the new districts created, each of 
which was to consist of two hundred 
voters. lt was also proposed to confer 
upon Government larger powers in some 
respects than hitherto. He thought one 
or two officers should have been held in 
the several districts responsible to the 
Government. They, feeling their respon- 
sibility towards the public appointing 
them, would have acted properly. The 
Government might thus carry their elec- 
tions; but they might not long be in 
power. Another might succeed them, and 
it would be best that the returning officerg 
should be selected from well known pub- 
lic officers. If not that, let Government 
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name permanent officers, as in the Pro- 
‘vince of Quebec, such as the sheriff. He 
would preter the selection of the Warden 
or Secretary-Preasurer of each county, 
considering their greater powers. Besides, 
the subdivisions would be more fairly 
made by a well known odicer than by any 
other. The lists would have to be sub- 
divided according to the county subdivi- 
sions, and who would be better qualified 
for the work than the municipal officers 
‘therewith connected? The returning 
officer would have to make the subdivision 
of the electoral lists. The Municipal 
Council would be better qualified for that 
duty. He would propose it should make 
the subdivisions, and that if it did not de 
so till the issue of the writs, it should be the 
duty of the returning officer to make them. 
The Council, however, would do the 
work much better than the returning 
officer. Another abuse under the old 
law related to the assumption of the 
power of annulling voters’ lists by return- 
ing officers’ ‘Thus large numbers of voters 
were disfranchised by persons assuming 
the duties of Parliamentary election com- 
mittees. This stretch of authority had 
been in some instances the occasions of 
great trouble and difficulty in Kamouras. 
ka, Exasperated electors finding they 
were cheated out of their rights had pre. 
vented the elections taking place. He 
supposed that the same thing would have 
occurred in any other constituency un- 
dersimilar provocation. To aveid such 
abuses hereafter, he will move that no 
returning officer should have a right to 
question the validity of any list he might 
find registered at the registry office, and 
that he should use the list whether re- 
gular or not, and leave the matter to the 
trial of the proper tribunal, a Parliament- 
ary Committee. Unless this were done 
they would witness a repetition of the 
scenes enacted in Lower Canada on sever- 
al occasions. At least in ten instances 
masses of the electors had been dis- 
franchised by these returning officers. In 
one case because an informal term was 
used by a certifying officer, ‘true 
copies” instead of ‘duplicate’ in refer- 
ence to lists of voters, the returning 


officer took upon himself to. de- 
clare the lists illegal. A more monstrous 
abuse he had never heard of This Bill 


was an improvement on the clumsy one of 
last year, and because the views of the 
Opposition had in a great measure been 
adopted. At the same time that he would 
accept the Bill he would move two or 
three amendments to remedy the abuses 
or defects, he had indicated, namely, to 
give power to the Government to select 
returning officers from certain county 
officers, and limit the power of these 


. Hon, My. Dorion. 
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It being six o'clock the House rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 
Mr. OLIVER resumed the debate. 


He 
said the old bill passed in 1869 and repro- 
duced in 1870 didnot give satisfaction. It 
was objectionable because of the expense 
which it involved. The opposition to that 
measure was so strong on both sides of the 
House that Government were obliged to 


withdraw it. He had no objections to the 
general provisions of the measure now be- 
fore the House, but he did not approve of 
the absence fromit of the clause providing 
that all the elections should be held on 
the same day. It was found under the old 
law that when the elections were held on 
different days in different constituencies, 
that it led to corruption. So generally was 
this known and condemned, that Ontario 
was opposed to any measure which per- 
mitted it, and he could not see 
why in Ontario, at least, the elec- 
tions should all be held simultaneously. 
He regretted also that the system of vot- 
ing by ballot had not been adopted 
throughout the Dominion as in Nova Sco- 
tia. It was the only true system of secur- . 
ing a fair representation of the people. 
He objected also that no provision had 
been made to prevent gentlemen who were 
strangers in the country for years, from 
coming in and getting some candidate to 
step aside and allow him to run as repre- 
sentative of a constituency of which he 
could have but little knowledge. In cer- 
tain constituencies it was well known that 
bribery was practiced. In the city of To- 
ronto, especially, it was well known that 
the candidate with the largest purse gen- 
erally carried the elections. Simultaneous — 
voting, he believed, would be the best 
preventative of corrupt practices, and if it — 
could be extended to the whole Dominion, © 
and the elections could all take place on 
one day, it would prove to be a most ben- 
eficial measure to the people. 


Mr, SCATCHERD said that the law of 
1842, which had been placed on the statute 
books by the present Finance Minister, 
remained almost unaltered to the present 
day, with the exception of the adoption o 
the registration system in 1853. So that 
during the last thirty years the law hac 
remained almost unchanged. He approv- 
ed of the amendment to hold all the ele: 
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a motion to that eftect, 


The Bill was read a second time. and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole 
‘House on Friday next. 


SUPPLY. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee of Supply, Mr. 
Street in the Chair. 

A few items were formally passed, and 
the Committee rose and reported, and 
asked leave to sit again. . 


EXPENSES OF FENIAN RAID. 


ion. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee to consider certain 
resolutions affirming the expediency of in- 
demnifying the Government for having 
authorized the issue of a special warrant 
for $200,000, to provide for the defence of 
the Dominion in repelling the Fenian in- 
vasion in the month of May last. Hon. 
Col. GREY in the chair. 

The Committee rose and reported con- 
currence to be taken on Friday, 


SAVINGS BANKS. 9 :82' 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee to consider certain 
resolutions on the subject of Savings 
Banks. Hon. Col. GREY in the chair. 

Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that in 
proposing the resolutions he would en- 
deavour as briefly as possible to place 
before the House, the position of the 
Government on the question. There had 
been an old Act of the Province of Canada 
with regard to Savings’ Banks, regulating 
the mode in which these institutions should 
be conducted, which expired at the end of 
the last session, but was then renewed 
until the end of the present session. It 
then became absolutely necessary for the 
Government to consider the whole ques- 

_ tion as-to the best mode of regulating. 
these Banks, and of making proper provis- 
ion as to the manner of receiving deposits. 
On examining into the matter it was found 
that in all the Dominion there was but one 
Savings Bank, conducted strictly as a Gov- 
ernment Savings Bank, and which invested 
all its deposits in Government securities, 
and that Bank was in Nova Scotia. In the 

_ Province of New Brunswick there was a 
_ system under which a number of Collectors 
_ of Customs were agents for the Govern- 
_. ment in the management of Local Savings 
_ Banks, very much on the same principle 
’ as the Post Office system in Ontario and 
_ Quebec; that is, receiving the deposits 
and paying them over to the Receiver 
General, but in the city of St. John there 
was an institution managed by trustees, 
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and therefore not strictly a Government 
Savings Bank, but which invested all its 


monies in Governments securities. With 
reference to Quebec and Ontario, a law was 


‘passed very soon after the Union of the — 


two Provinces, which established a system 
under which certain Savings Banks had 
been and were now conducted. Those 
Banks numbered five; three in Quebec 
and two in Ontario. Another law was sub- 
sequently passed, prohibiting the organiza- 
tion of any new Banks, but not interfering 
with existing institutions. There were 
also in Ontario certain Building Societies, 
which were allowed to receive deposits on 
certain conditions prescribed by law, and 
with these it was not the intention of Goy- 
ernment to interfere beyond making 
stricter provisions as to returns, and par- 
ticulars of transactions 
the system of Post Office Savings Banks, 
which had been in operation for a consider- 
able time, and had been attended with 
great success, but this system had never 
been extended beyond Ontario and Quebec. 
The amount now held on deposit by the 
Post Office Savings Banks was $3,353, 205, 
and of that amount $293,717, only, had 
been deposited in Quebec, and the re. 
mainder, $3,059,488, in Ontario; and it 
would therefore be seen that the Post 
Office Savings Bank 
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system had been - 


almost entirely confined to Ontario, the — 


Province of Quebec having peculiar insti-_. 


tutions of its own. He desired most par- ° 


ticularly to state that in endeavouring to 
put the Savings Banks on a different 
footing, he had no reason whatever to 
doubt that the institutions in Quebec had 
been managed most creditably, and the 
Government in considering the question 
and submitting the resolutions, were ac- 
tuated by no want of confidence in those 
institutions, but by the belief that the 
principle on which they were based was 
wrong in theory, although hitherto it 
might have worked well in practice. 
There were also in Ontario two small Say- 
ing’s Banks conducted’on the same _prin- 
ciple as those of Quebec, but which were 
comparatively unimportant. These Banks 
had absorbed the great bulk of the sav- 
Ings in Quebec, while in Ontario the bulk 
had been absorbed by the Post-office Say- 
ing’s Banks, and the! remainder by the 


building societies. The Government prov 3 


posed as far as Nova Scotia was concerned 
to make no change whatever, but simply 
to develop the system already in opera- 
tion by letting the Banks there have 
branches in the different towns of the 
Provinces. With regard to New Bruns- 
wick they proposed to put the Bank at 
St. John which had hitherto been managed 
by Trustees, on the same footing as that 
at Halifax, placing all the other Savings 
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Banks in the Province in the position of 
subsidiary offices, instructing them to deal 
with the head Bank at St. John in the 
same way as the Post Office Savings Banks 
of Quebec and Ontario communicate with 
the offices at Ottawa. Thus with regard 
to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick the 
change would simply consist in the devel- 
opment of the system now in operation. 
He might mention that in all cases of 
Savings Banks which had been in opera- 
tion fora number of years, there were 
certain sums that would never be called 
for and there had been correspondence 
between the Dominion and Local Gov- 
ernments as to the disposal of these sums, 
and it was now proposed that in the case 
of all accounts in which there had been 
no transactions, either of deposit or with- 
drawal, since the Ist July 1867, the 
amounts of those accounts should be con: 
sidered as placed in suspense, the Proy- 
ince not being charged with interest, but 
- ifat any time hereafter any such amounts 
should be called for they should be placed 
against the Province. 


Mr. YOUNG asked what percentage 
those uncalled for amounts fermed of the 
total deposits. 


' Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS could not 
say as to that. With regard to such Banks 
as came under the Act to which he had 
referred as expiring at the end of the 
present session, he proposed that that 
Act should be continued up to the end of 
the next Session, and th:tin the mean- 
time the Banks should have the choice of 
taking three different modes of 
putting themselves in a different position. 
Under the present circumstances, there 
were a certain number of gentlemen act- 
ing as Trustees, no doubt with the most 
benevolent feelings, and, of course, if it 
could be considered a sound system to 
expect that persons would always act in 
that manner, there would be no necessity 
for change, but these gentlemen had no 
interest whatever and no responsibility, 
and they received and dealt with large 
sums of money, the surplus profits of 
which were given to charitable institutions, 
However well that system might have 
worked hitherto, and he believed that in 
the generality of cases it had worked well, 
there had been exceptions to the rule 
both in Ontario and Quebec, and he could 
not think the system was so sound as to 
justify its being continued. Of the three 


alternatives proposed to be offered to the: 


Banks, the first was to arrange their mat- 
ters with the Government, handing over to 
them their assets, and allowing the Goy- 
ernment to manage them as a Government 
Savings Bank. The next proposition was 
that. they should incorporate themselves 


_ Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 
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with any chartered Banks in the Domi- | 
nion, and become part of those charter- af 
ed Banks, in that way affording depositors — 
the security of the paid up capitalofsuch ~ 
Banks. The third alternative was that — 
they should become incorporate them- — 
selves with a paid up capital, the mini- — 
mum of which should be say $200,000, but 
which they could extend as they might 
desire, and paying up 25 per cent. of that 
capital by instalments, 10 per cent. on — 
organization, and the remainder subse- — 
quently, and being allowed to receive 
deposits on the same class of securities as _ 
they were now allowed to invest in, up to 
the amount of their capital, but beyond 
that investing in Government securities. 
With regard to the surplus which most of 
the Banks possessed, which had accrued 
out of past transactions, up to the time of 
their going into their new positions, it — 
was proposed that that surplus should be 
invested in Government securities for the — 
benefit of charitable institutions. The 
other parts of the resolutions referred to 
the returns to be made. If the Banks did 
not choose to accept any of the alterna- 
tives proposed, they would remain in their 
present position to the end of next ses- 
sion, and it would then be for Parliament 
to decide what should be done further— 
on which _ point, however, ~ he 
did not wish to express any opinion 
prematurely, Hetrusted he had sufiicient- 
ly explained the object of the resolutions. 
Hon. Sir A. T. GALT suggested that he 
had said nothing as to that portion of the 
resolutions referring to the circulation of 
Dominion notes. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
inasmuch as there would no doubt be 
principal Savings Banks at Halifax, St. — 
John, Montreal, Toronto, &c., it had been 
thought that it would be very convenient 
to make the officers in charge of these 
Banks, agents for issuing Dominion notes. — 
Asin no other way could that be accom- 
plished more economically or satisfac- 
torily. 

Mr. WORKMAN (Montreal) asked whe- 
ther under these circumstances the present — 
arrangement with the Bank of Montreal — 
would continue. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS replied” 
that that arrangement would then neces- — 
sarily terminate, and in that way he cal- 
culated on a saying of $157,000, the 
amount paid to the Bank of Montreal as 
compensation for abandoning their issue 
of notes. z 


Hon, Sir A. T. GALT thought that the 
reference to the redemption offices in 
Montreal, Toronto, and elsewhere, disclos- 
ed the real object of the resolutions. The 
Minister of Finance proposed to make no 
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change in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
and he might add in Ontario also, but he 
- proposed to give the Quebec institutions 
the chance of three alternatives. So far 
he did not see any great objection to the 
proposals, except as to the principle of 
_ the Government endeavouring to get all 
_ the Savings Banks of the country into 
_ their hands, which he thought might be 
carried too far. He thought the House 
would require some further explanation of 
the matter, and he trusted the Minister 
of Finance would be prepared to state the 
conditions on which the Institutions could 
become incorporated, or could attach 
themselves to Banks already chartered. In 
his opinion the whole object of the resolu- 
tions was to establish a Bank of deposit 
for the Government. As the Minister of 
Finance intended to make the offices, of- 
fices for the issue and redemption of Do- 
minion notes, they would have to have on 
hand the specie necessary for that redemp- 
tion, and he also proposed that they 
should open Banks for Dominion stock, 
and that they should also be Banks of De- 
posit; and in fact they were banks of 
issue, the only difference being that in the 
mode of dealing with the sums received as 
_ deposits. Hecertainly had not anticipated } 
the nature the resolutions, and although 
there would be a future opportunity of 
discussing the matter, he felt it his duty 
to point out that the proposal was, the 
establishment of Institutions havingall the 
characteristics of a Bank of Issue except 
the name. ade 
Hon. Mr. DORION said that as the 
Banks in Quebec had been well managed 
hitherto, as there were no complaints, as 
they had always paid the highest interest 
that could be obtamed to their depositors, 
and at the same time had distributed 
larger sums among the Charitable Institu- 
tions, he did not see that the Government 
was in any way called upon to interfere. 


And as to the argument that the 
only security consisted in the 
character of tbe ‘Trustees, he re- 


plied that hitherto that security had 
always been found sufficient. The two 
principal objects at present attained by 
these Banks, the payment of the highest 
possible rate of interest to depositors, and 
the distribution of a large sum among 
charitable institutions, would not be 
_ nearly so well secured by any of the al- 
_ terations proposed by the Minister of 
_ Finance. If the Banks became incorpor- 
_ ated with chartered Banks the interest 
_ would be reduced and the surplus applied 
_ to the benefit of the chartered banks, 
_ while if they became Government banks 
the Government would have the sole 
power of fixing the interest, and would 
appropriate the surplus. He was glad, 


wa? 


however, to see that it was not proposed 
that the surplus which some of the banks 
had accumulated should, on the banks 
becoming incorporated, go into the pock- 
ets of the corporators, as had been but 
case In a measure formerly submitted, the 
that it should go to the purpose for which it 
was originally intended—namely to chari- 
table institutions. He thought 
scheme proposed shewed a desire on the 
part of the Government to get control of 
all the spare funds in the Provinces. He 
had no objection to therules as to returns 
being made more stringent, but he cer- 
tainly thought that it would be much bet- 
ter to leave the institutions alone. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked the Minister 
of Finance whether he intended to meet 
the very strong point made by the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke, with reference to 
the proposed establishment of Sub Trea- 


suries, which his hon. friend had charac- 


terised as meaning in fact a bank of issue. 


Hon. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS was cer- 
tainly not aware that the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke had made any “strong 
point,’’ as he thought his hon. friend was 


the 


the last in the House who could make 


a charge on the ground of the supposed es- 
tablishment of a bank of issue, for his hon. 
friend had made much greater strides in 
that direction than he (Sir Francis) had 
ever made. His hon. friend had once 
attempted to establish such a bank 
while he (Sir Francis) had always consider- 
ered that the country was not prepared 
for it. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Are you going 
to do it now? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No. He 
entirely denied that the resolutions he 
had moved could in any way be construed 
to assimilate to a Government Bank of 
Issue. The amount of notes which the 
Government could issue was already pre- 
scribed by law, and it was neither the in. 
tention nor the desire of Government to 
seek an increase of that amount. His ob- 
ject was to devise ways and means of get- 
ting circulation about equal to that they 
had had through the Bank of Montreal, 
and he could say with the utmost sincerity 
that in bringing forward the resolutions 
under discussion, the Government had no 
desire whatever, to endeavour to estab- 
lish what the hon. member had called a 
Bank of Issue. or to force the circulation 
of Dominion Notes, but they had thought 
that the Savings Banks would be a con- 
venient means of distributing those small 
notes, which it was their duty to supply, 
and it would be found a convenient way 
of keeping those notes in circulation. The 
word ‘*Sub-Treasury’ had also been 
used, Inthe United States that word was 
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understood to meana place of deposit for | Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS repeated 


Government money, and he therefore de- 
sired to say that there was no intention to 
use the Savings Banks in any such way. 
With regard to the remarks of the hon. 
member for Hochelaga, he wished to say 
that he was not proposing to interfere with 
any of the Banks at prsent. The resolu- 
tions offered three modes of organization 
on sound principles, and if the Banks did 
not accept any of those modes they would 
remain in their present position to the end 
of the next session, and it would then re- 
main for Parliament to deal wifh them. 
As to the management of the Banks, it 
was quite possible that for a given term of 


years the management might be entirely | 


satisfactory, and still the system might be 
unsound, and their having been managed 
well in the past was no proof of continued 


good management, and he remembered 


distinctly a case in Toronto, and another 
in Montreal, in which institutions of a 
precisely similar nature to those now: in- 
tended to be dealt with, had come to 
grief and had occasioned great loss. He 
considered that the resolutions would 
tend very much to increase the security 
of the public, and he could see no objec- 
tion whatever to them. 


Hon. Mr. DORION thought the deposi- 
tors were the best judges of the security 
oifered by different institutions, and that 
they ought to-have afree choice in the 
matter. He instanced the deposits in the 
Montreal Savings Bank, as being more 
than the deposits in any other Savings 
Bank, as a proof that the public consider- 
ed the principle on which that Bank was 
conducted, sound, and while he did not 
object to any number of Government Sav- 
_ ings Banks he thought the present in- 

stitutions should not be interfered with, 
and that the public should be allowed to 
choose whatever Bank they pleased. 


Ifthe present managers of the Banks 


became incorporated, and were held re.. 


sponsible to the extent of their shares, 
they would expect some remuneration 
for their risk; and in consequence the 
profits going to the depositors and chari- 
table institutions would be greatly reduc- 
ed. Therefore he would say—let the 
Institutions alone, and let the depositers 
judge between the two systems. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON pointed out that 
two out of the three Savings Banks in 
Lower Canada possessed special charters, 
and would therefore not be touched by 
the resolutions, as they were not aflected 
by the Act to which those resolutions re- 
ferred. It therefore seemed to him that 
the resolutions, if they were intended to 
affect these Banks, were incomplete. 


Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 


that he did not thmk the resolutions 
necessarily affected any Bank. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Then he weuld say 
that the resolutions did not reach those 
Banks as they were in no way Cependent 
on the Act that would ex- 
pire at the end of this session. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
was no desire to interfere with the char- 
ters of existing banks. This simply gave 
them power to organize in a different way 
if they chose, but there was no eoercion 
exercised, it was purely optional with 
them whether to adopt these regulations 
or not, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was quite 
clear that these resolutions did not em- 
brace thespecial elections to which he re- 
ferred, and they sheuld therefore be 
amended. He quite agreed with the hon, 
Minister of Finance that these institutions 
were not founded on a secure basis. It 
was advisable that they should be 
placed in a sounder position before any- 
thing should occur to shake the public 
confidence in them. ‘The system was 
quite indefensible and if serious Jisasters 
had not occurred under it during the 
last thirty years, itwas only through the 
excellent management of those under 
whose control they had been, 


Mr. POPE | said) that although 
the Hon. Minister proposed 
to allow these banks to comply with the 
Act or not, the Bill was so framed that 
unless they did so comply with its provi- 
sions they could not avail themselves of 
its provisions. It seemed to him (Mr. 
Pope) a scheme to squeeze the banks out 
of existence or bring them under the con- 
trol of the Government. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
only chartered bank that could be at all in- 
terfered with by these resolutions was the 
Bank of Montreal. 

The Committee rose and reported and 
asked leave to sitagain on Friday next. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
a statement of receipts and payment to the 
31st Dec., 1870. 


The House adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 


THE SENATE. 


Wepnespay, March 8, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock, 


ROUTINE. 


Hon. Messrs. LOCKE and ALLAN pre- ” 


sented petitions. 
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n. Mr. SANBORN, Chairman of the 
mmittee on Standing Orders and Pri- 
-vate Bills, favourably reported from that. 
_ Committee respecting petitions from the 
_ Toronto Corn Exchange; Pulaski Clark 
_ of the District of Parry Sound ; Northern 
Railway of Toronto; Dominion Life Asso- 
ciation; Ontario Bank ; Niagara District 
Bank; Mutual Life Association; H. J. 
Hubertus and others; La Banque Nation- 
ale. Committee also state that rules have 
_ been observed with respect to petition of 
the Municipal Council of the village of 
Trenton in the Province of Ontario, pray-' 
ing for the passing of an Act to authorize 
the Corporation of the said village to levy 
and collect harbour dues for the purpose of 
maintaining booms, piers, and otherwise 
improving the harbour. Committee, 
however, call attention to the powers 
asked for by the petition, which properly 
fall within the scope of the Local Legisla- 
ture, Committe also recommend exten- 
sion of time for receiving petitions. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved that the 
time forreceiving petitions for private Bills 
be. extended to the 24th instant.—Car- 
ried. 
rary Sey 
Hon. Mr. ALLAN introduced a Bill to 
incorporate the Mutual Life Association of 
Canada. 


The Bill was read a first time, and or- 
dered for secona reading on Friday. 


PROTECTION OF THE FISHERIES. 


The douse, in pursuance with the order 
of the day, went into Committee on “ An 
Act to further amend the Act respecting 
fishing by foreign vessels,’?’ Hon. Mr. LE- 
TELLIER DE SI. JUST in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL stated that the 
Bill had been found necessary after the 
experience of the past season. It was de- 
sirable that the officer seizing a vessel 
should have the right to take her to the 
port which he would consider the most 
advantageous fer the public interests. 


It was also deemed advisable to 
distribute the proceeds of seizures 
among the officers and men, instead 


of allowing the chief officer to retain the 
whole of the one half to which he was en- 
titled under the original Act. In framing 
the law in the first instance, the Minister 
of Justice thought it proper to adher to 
existing precedents as closely as possible, 
and had consequently adopted the Nova 
_ Scotia law. Thus, it happened, that the 
law provided for the distribution of the 
_ proceeds in a manner which it was found, 
_after some experience, desirable to alter. 
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the fact that there was no provision made 
for sales by auction, and asked how it was 
that the power given under the original 
Act to the Customs’ officer, was now hand- 
ed over to the Minister of Marine an 
Fisheries- . 
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that he 
proposed making an amendment provi- 
ding for a sale by auction, but as respects 
the other point raised by the hon. gentle- 
man it had been found preferable in the 
working of the Act that the power 
should be entrusted to one immediately 
under the control of the ° Department of 
Marine and Fisheries. ‘The original Act, 
as he had previously stated, was copied 
from the Statute of Nova Scotia, where 
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there was no such department at the time | 


it was enacted. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN asked why it was 
that three-fourths of the proceeds should 
now be given to the officers and men. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that the 
Government did not wish to make mone 
out of the transaction—only to pay their 
necessary expenses. The Government 
could not go beyend three-fourths, but they 


might reduce the proportion according to 


the exigencies of the case. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD enquired why it 
was that no provision was made for taking 
the vessel into port—it looked as if she 
was to be left out at sea. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that it was 
quite obvious that she must be taken into 
port—it was superfluous to mention it. 


The second section was amended, and > 


now reads as follows: ‘‘ All goods, vessels 


and boats, and the tackle, rigging, apparei, 


furniture, stores and cargo condenned as 
forfeited under this Act, shall be sold by 
public auction, by direction of the officer 
having the custody thereof, under the pro- 
visions of the next preceding section of 


this Act, and under regulations to be from 


time to time made by the Governor in 
Council, and the proceeds of every such 


sale shall be subject to the control of the 


Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who 
shall first pay therefrom all necessary costs 
and expenses of custody and sale, and the 
Governor in Council may from time to 
time apportion three-fourths, or less, of 
the net remainder, among the officers and 
crew of any Queen’s ship, or Canadian Gov- 
ernment vessel, from on board of which 
the seizure was made, as they may think 
right, reserving for the Government, and 
paying over to the Receiver General, at 
least one-fourth of such net remainder, to 
form part of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of Canada; but the Governor in 
Council may, nevertheless, direct that any 
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goods, vessel, or boat, and the tackle, | 
‘rigging, apparel, furniture, stores and car- 
go, seized and forfeited shall be destroyed, 
or be reserved for the pubfic service.” 
_-—s The Committee rose, and the amend- 
-- ments were adopted. Third reading to- 


p.m. 


a After routine, | ea he RE dae 
rea Mr. YOUNG introduced a Bill to incor. 

ree - NORTH WEST. * | porate the Dominion Rifle animes a 

ie | Mr. CRAWFORD calied attention to the 
eS In accordance with the order of the day, | ¢,6¢ that there was a company in exist- 
the amendments made in Committee of the | gnoe with almost the same title. 


whole to the Bill providing for the Govern- 


m2 ment of the North West Territories, were 
ag adopted. The Bill was read a third 
gn time and passed, and sent up to the 


Commons for its concurrence. 
& is 
RETURNS... 


Bi. | Hon. Mr. AIKINS presented a return 
asked for by Hon. Mr. Ryan respecting 


Roe Copyrights ; alsoareturn from the Queen’s 
> Printer respecting the distribution of 

a p & 

ee es ag Statutes. 

p: THE INTERCOLONIAL R. &. 

| On motion of Hon. Mr. WARK, the name 
* of Hon. Mr. Tessier was added tothe Com- 
. mittee respecting the Intercolonial Rail- 

. i way. 

rg ey: QUESTION OF ORDER. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT wished before the 


$7 House adjourned to refer to an occurrence 
tow, of afew days ago. He had been sitting 

elsewhere alongside of his hon. friend from 
be Cape Breton (Hon. Mr. Miller) and had 
Nay been certainly under the impression from 
Bint? what had been said in that House, that his 
_ hon. friend had been referred to in a very 
contemptuous manner. But after reading 
_ the reports of what was said elsewhere, 


Ha? ay. the other night, he had come to the con- 
clusion that there was no intention to of. 
fend his hon. friend. Whilst he would be the 
_last person to prevent anyone maintaining 
: his just rights, yet he trusted that his hon. 
_ friend now saw that there was no intention 


to _ treat him with ignominy, and would 
____ under such circumstances regret having re- 
ay eee) worted. ‘5 

eid - % 

Bat Hon. Mr. MILLER called the attention 

of the hon. Speaker to the fact that there 


were strangers in the galleries. 

_ The SPEAKER ordered that the galler- 
les be cleared. 

7 The Senate then sat some time with 


x “ 
dam _ Closed doors, and subsequently adjourn- 
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Mr. YOUNG thought it would be found — 


that the title of the company he wished to 


incorporate was different from that of any _ 


now in existence. 
Mr. BEATY introduced a Bill to incor- 
porate the Toronto Corn Exchange Associ- 
ation. . 
Mr. POPE asked for leave to introduce 
an Act to authorize the Northern Railway 
Company of Canada to make arrangements 
to have and use the lines of other compa- 
nies in connection with their own. 


The Bill was read a first time. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN presented a re- 
turn of the distribution of the Statutes. 


Mr. WORKMAN, in the absence of Mr. 
Ryan, asked whether it is the intention of 
the Government to include in the KEsti- 
mates this year an appropriation for the 
erection of a suitable building for a Post 
Office in Montreal ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the Postmaster General was perfectly 
aware that it was very desirable to have a 
new Post Office erected in Montreal. He 
had been for some time negotiating for a 
site, but had not yet been able to obtain 
a suitable one on terms that he consider- 
ed reasonable. He was still engaged in 
looking for it very carefully, and was very 
anxious to secure a suitable site. 


Mr. WALLACE asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to make pro- 
vision for a greater supply of rolling stock 
on the Eastern and North American Rail- 
way, so much needed to accommodate the 
rapidly increasing traffic on the road ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, the Govern- 
ment asked for a vote on the estimates to 
provide rolling stock for the Intercolonial 
Railway. The cause of the pressure 
on the Eastern & Northern Railway at 


present was, thata large portion of their _ 


rolling stock was required on the Inter- 
colonial, and the moment this fresh stock 


ranieep plies the pressure would no longer _ 


e fel 


ea |) 


<a 
we iD i “ aed i fens 
aa ie | COMMUNICATION WITH MANITOBA. 
| area ~~ Mr. BROWN asked whether an 2 | 
what arrangements have been effecte 
i “aa 


So 


wt Biv» “Re 


conveying of Immigrants via the Cana- 
dian route from Fort William to Fort 


tion, and ifso, why the same has not been 
-announced. ; ; 
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Govern- 
ment had made arrangements for the con- 
veyance of immigrants from Toronto to Fort 
Garry. The charge from Toronto to Fort 
William would be $5 each, children under 
12 years half price. Each immigrant would 
be allowed 150 pounds of personal bag- 
gage which would be conveyed free. Kixtra 
baggage would be charged at the rate of 
thirty-five cents per 100 pounds. Horses, 
cattle, farming implements, &c., would be 
conveyea at the rate of 35 per cent under 
tariff charges. From Fort William to Lake 
Shebandowan, there was 45 miles to travel 
by waggon. Then 310 miles, by rowboats 
and steam launches, to the North West 
angle of the Lake of the Woods. Lastly, 
95 miles by road in carriages from the 
North West angle to Fort Garry. The 
charge for the entire distance from Fort 
William to Fort Garry would be $25. 
Children under 12 years of age half price. 


LF nee 


This sum covers 150 pounds of baggage ; 


for each immigrant, extra baggage being 
charged $1 50c per 100 lbs. The route 
would be in readiness by the 15th of June 
next. 


Mr. BOWN—Are any posts prepared for 
shelter on the way, and are provisions pro- 
vided for immigrants ? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Govern- 
ment had provided places of shelter at the 
different portages on the way, and, of 
course, they would see that the [Immigrants 
were not left without food. 

Mr. PAQUET asked whether the Gov- 
ernment is aware that accounts have been 
transmitted to the Militia De partment— 
approved and signed by the Volunteer 
officers of the Berthier Company in con- 
nection with the annual drill of 1870, and 
that to this day the said accounts have not 
been paid; and whether it is their inten- 
to repair this oversight whichis ofanature 
to injure the cause which the Volunteers 
of that-Company have, up to the present 
time, nobly served? 


Hon. Sir GEO. EF. CARTIER said that 
cluims for drill had been regularly paid. 
A small claim of'Captain Gagnon had been 
struck out he presumed, because it did 
not come under the head of drill expenses. 
If forwarded to the proper office it would 
have been attended to. 


" Mr. WORKMAN asked whether the 
- Honourable the Minister of Finance noti- 
fies all the Banks simultaneously when he 
asks them for tenders for Sterling Ex- 


sis “asec tt : 


- Garry, during the next season of naviga- | 


change, and whether any information is 
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given, directly or indirectly, to any Bank- 
ing Institution in advance of another. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—The Banks 
are notified simultaneously when such 
tenders are asked for, and no information 
is given, directly or indirectly, to any 
banking institution in advance of another 
(applause). 

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) 
whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to place in the Estimates a sum for. 
the erection of a lighthouse or a fog 
whistle at Salmon Point, in the County of 
Prince Edward ? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the attention of 
the Government had been drawn to the 
subject and the matter was now under 
the consideration of the Government. — 


TARIFFS OF GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 


Mr. BOLTON moved for an order of the 
House for copies of all correspondence be 
tween the Government or Department of 
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asked 


Public Works and the manager, and pre- 


vious managers of the Government Rail- 
ways in Nova Scotia touching the manage- 
ment of and rates of, Tariff to be enforced 
on said road since Ist July, 1867, with 
statement of tariff charges now in force, 
and of any and all changes that have been 
made in said tarriff since date aforesaid, with 
copies of all reports and detailed statement 
of accounts of income and expenditure 
rendered by said managers Since said date, 
He made some remarks which were indis- 
tinctly heard in the gallery, but was un- 
derstood to say that the Minister of Public 
Works must have discovered that there 
was a deficiency instead or a surplus in 
the receipts from the line during the last 
year. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he did not 


see how he could be gratified to find that 
instead of having a surplus there was a de- 
ficit. But ifthe hon. member would add 
to the working expenses of the railway the 
extraordinary repairs required, and make 
allowance for the excessive expenditure, 
he wouid find that there was an increase 
in the receipts of the lines. He (Mr. Lan- 
gevin) contended that, taking an average 
of the working expenses ofthe different 
years, there was this year a surplus of 
$3,000, and ‘last year a surplus of $14,000, 
and he really believed the surplus was in- 
creasing, and the hon. member would. be 


| gratified next year to see a surplus. 


MACDOUGALL said it was 
impression should go 


Hon. Mr. 
undesirable an 


' abroad that these lines were in such a 


satisfactory condition. - He believed, when 
the returns now moved for were brought 
down, and the matter should be fairly 
considered, that if the repairs of the roads 
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to believe that the state of affairs was 
more satisfactory than the facts warranted. 
It was desirable that those roads, in every 
point of view, should pay something more 
than working expenses, after making a fair 
allowance for repairs, but, at present, the 
traffic over those lines and the expenses 
of working them, especially by the Goy- 
ernment, were such, that they could not 
hold out any hope tothe people of this 
country that any profit would be derived 
from them. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that his re- 
marks about the state of the roads, cul- 
verts, bridges, &c., applied to the rolling 
stock also. Large expenditures had been 
made in all these matters. 


The motion was carried. 


THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand) moved 
that an order of the House do issue direct- 
ing the Postmaster General to instruct 
each Postmaster in the Dominion, to take 
an accurate monthly account ofall franked 
or free matter deposited or received at 
their respective offices, for twelve months, 
commencing 10th March next, and to 
make a special report to this House em- 
bracing the following particulars; viz., the 
number of franked or free letters, and 
amount of postage that would be charge- 
able thereon at the established rate of 
postage. 2. The weight of franked or free 
matter other than letters, and the amount 
of postage that would be chargeable at 
the established rate of postage; also that 
the Clerk of this House furnish a detailed 
statement of amount paid for telegraphs 
by any officer of this House, or by heads of 
Departments or employees, of the Govern- 


ment. He was understood to say that he | 


intended to introduce a measure to do 
away with the franking system. 


CONVICTS IN PENITENTIARIES. 


Mr. HARRISON moved for returns of all 
convicts in Kingston, St. John, and Hali- 
fax Penitentiaries. The motion, he said, 
had been amended in accordance with the 
suggestion of the Hon. Minister of Militia, 
and the initials of convicts was all that he 
asked for. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he did not see 
the necessity of taking this precaution. 


The returns would hardly go forth to the 
public. 


Hon. Mr. Macdougalt. 
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it most desirable that the names of all the 
prisoners should be published, as in many 
cases circumstances might have occurred 
which mitigated the guilt, and justified 
their release, but having no friends and 
no influence at court, they had no means 
of obtaming a reconsideration of, their 
case. As to the names being withheld in 
consideration for the prisoners,he thought. 
they had no right to any such considera- 
tion. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON said he thought 
the hon. gentleman had replied to his own 
argument. He had saidit might turn out 
that many persons were not so guilty as 
had been supposed. Then why publish 
their names ? 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL-—So that their 


. - 7% . 
cases could receive_consideration. 


Hon, J. H. CAMERON thought the 
names should be withheld in considera- 
tion of the unfortunate families of the 
prisoners. The principal object of his hon. 
friend who had made the motion, was to 
ascertain whether there was any uniform- 
ity in the mode of administering criminal 
justice through the Dominion. He be- 
lieved there was a very great difference in 
cases where the punishment was discre- 
tionary. Heremembered a case in Eng- 
land of two Judges who had very different 
views of a certain description of larceny. 
On one occasion two men robbed a hen 
roost and one being caught was sentenced 
by the more lenient Judge to three 
months imprisonment. Thereupon the 
other gave himselfup trusting to receive 
similar punishment, but chancing to be 
brought before the severe judge he was 
sentenced to seven years transportation. 

Mr. R. A. HARRISON said in bringing 
the motion, his object had been as stated 
by the hon. member for Peel, to ascertain 
the amount of uniformity existing in the 
administration of criminal justice through- 
out the Dominion, and he considered his 
object would be fully atteined by the pub- 
lication of the initials. The convicts had 
been punished for crimes. but he did not 
think their relatives should have any un- 
necessary punishment, 


Mr. YOUNG—with reference to the re- 
marks of the hon. member for Peel, he him- 
self remembered an instance in which two 
lads having been convicted of the same 
crime, one had beer sent to the Common 
Jail for twelve months and the other to 
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Judges, and no douvt miny such cases had 
occurred, | ee 


Mr. R. A. HARRISON also remembered 
an instance in which two men having 
jointly committed an offence, one was 
sentenced bya lenient Judge to six months 


in the Common Jail, and the other by a 


_gseverer Judge to six years in the Peniten- 


tiary. 
The motion was then carried. 


IMPORTS OF GRAIN, FLOUR, &c, 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) moved an address 
for a return of the quantity of grain, flour, 
and meal imported into the Dominion for 
the year 1870. Shewing the amount im- 
ported free, and the amount paying duty, 
and hoped the return would be brought 
down very shortly. 


Hon- Mr. TILLEY said there would be 
no objection, and the return would be fur- 


nished with the least possible delay.— 


Motion carricd. 


GRAND TRUNK RETURNS. 


- Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved for an order 
of the House directing the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company to comply forthwith with 
the order of this House issued on the 17th 
February. He said certain returns had 
been moved forin the early part of the 
session, which, unless furnished immedi- 
ately, would be too late to allow of any 
action during the present session. Ifthe 
books of the Company were properly kept 
any expert accountant could prepare the 
returns asked for in two days. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON said that he had 
been informed that the information had 
not yet been supplied, because the returns 
had not been completed. | 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
hon. gentleman could say when they would 
be completed. He thought the officers of 
the Grand Trunk Railway should not try 
to thwart the House in that way, as there 
was no doubt that the returns might have 
been completed a fortnight ago. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON was informed 
that it was utterly impossible that the 
returns could have been completed soon- 
er, and they would be supplied in the 
course of a fortnight. There was no de- 
sire on the part of the Company to place 
any difficulty in the supplying of the re- 
turns. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said Mr. Brydges 
had written a letter, stating that the 
returns were not 1n the possession of the 
Company, but that the statement would 
take a considerable amount of preparation. 
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cluded the gross earnings of the Railway 
during the fears 1867, 1868, 1869 and 
1870, the working expenses for each of 
those years, and the sum paid as interest 
on debt; and he maintained that there 
was nothing inthe nature of these returns 
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“The returns ordered by the House in’ 


which would have prevented them being ~ 


furnished a fortnight ago, and he thought — 


that the statement, that another fortnight 
would elapse before the returns could be 
obtained, was equivalent to treating the 
orders of the House with utter disregard, 
and he trusted: the House would know 
how to preserve its dignity,if its order was 
not immediately complied with. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was surpris- 
ed to see the hon. gentleman in such a 
state of unnecessary fury and excitement. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON raised a point of 
order ; that the hon. gentleman was not 
justified in saying he was in a state of 
fury and excitement. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER said that 
when patients got excited and confused 
about nothing, physicians sometimes 
found the best thing to be done was to 
make them laugh, and noticing by the 
smile on the hon. gentleman’s face that 
he had accomplished that object he ac- 


knowledged the call to order. The Return 


asked for was of very great magnitude, 
and considering :the immense size of the 
Grand Trunk, the fact that it was divided 
into sections, each with its centre, he 
thought it could not be said that there 
had been any unnecessary delay, for even 
with the advantage of having all informa- 
tion on the spot, Government often found 
themselves unable to supply returns ask- 


ed for without considerable delay. He — 


was sure that no delay had been caused 
by the Grand ‘Trunk intentionally, al- 
though they might take exception to 
making any returns beyond those pre- 
scribed by law, but he was sure they de- 
sired to meet the wishes of the House in 
the matter. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON said that the 
returns prescribed by law were made in 
the months of April and October, and the 
information asked for had already been 
published up to the lst July, 1870, but it 
could not 


audited, but he was authorized to say that. 
the whole matter would be before the 
House within a fortnight. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was somewhat 
surprised to hear the Minister of Militia 
affirm that there could be any doubt as to 
the right of the House to ordér the re- 


‘turns in question, especially as the Grand 


Trunk Railway appeared in the public ac- 


be farnished up tothe end of — 
that year until the returns had been 
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their private affairs. For instance, if he 
were to take a particular section of the 
road, say from Toronto to Stratford, and 
Ree ask for a return shewing the undue profits 
___ of contractors and stating in what condition 

the road had been when handed over by 
the contractors, would not his request be 
fairly objected to? The Grand Trunk 
—s were not obliged by their Act of Incor- 
oh poration to make the returns asked for, 
but knowing that they were subject to the 


Legislature they were desirous of comply- 


4 ing with its wishes. 

gre Hon. Mr. DORION said the rule as to 
uf information that could be obtained was 
very simple. Ali corporations created by 


Parliament were bound to make all re- 
_ turns demanded by a majority of that 
Parliament. The point had been set at 
rest years ago, when the late Mr. McKen- 
zie had moved for a return of the names 
of Directors of Banks. That motion had 
been opposed by the Government, but 
____ the majority of the House had adopted it, 
and since then the right of the majority to 


ask for any information they chose had 
never been questioned. 

Aa The motion was then carried. 

. PRESQUE ISLE. 

ay + ¢ 

PAs Mr. KEELER moved an address for 
pan _ copies of the correspondence between the 


_ Department of Marine and Fisheries and the 

_ Government of Ontario respecting lands 

on the peninsular of Presque Isle, Town- 

_ ship of Brighton, with the report of the 

aa. A survey and valuation of the said 
— lands. 


___-Hon. Dr. TUPPER said there would be 
--no objection to the production of the cor- 

FS _ respondence asked for. 

Se) 


ees _ Motion carried. 
Padi 


ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF MAILS. 


Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) moved that an 
_ Order of the House should issue for 
____ returns of hours of arrival and departure 

of mails at Montreal, Kingston, Ottawa, 
_ Toronto, and Sarnia, with the regulation 
_ time for the arrival and departure of the 
; sf said mails, 
___Hon. Dr. TUPPER suggested that some 

__ time should be named over which the in- 


+ 


formation was desired to extend, and 


* enor f on. Mr. Holton, 
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that the Grand Trunk Railway might ob- 


might be asked by any member of that 
House, on the ground that it related to 


_that no tolls would be collected for the first 


production, 
Mr. MILLS amende 
require the information since 
tober, 1870. . ish a 
Motion carried as amended. 


ST. PETER’S CANAL. — ot 


Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) moved 
an address for a statement of tolls collect-— 
ed on the St. Peter’s Cana] since it was 
opened. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER, in the absence of 
the Minister of Public Works, stated that 
that gentleman, finding that no tolls had . 
ever been collected on this canal, had ad- 
dressed a letter to the hon. member for 
Richmond, enquiring as to a proper rate 
of tolls, and had been informed in reply, 
that there had been an understanding 


three years, and that correspondence was 
still going on to ascertain what the under- 
standing amounted to, and on what it was 
based. } 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL asked, be- 
tween what parties the understanding was 
alleged to exist. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said, tiat Mr. Le- 
Viscomte had merely stated that such an 
understanding existed. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL thought, that 
the Minister of Public Works should be 
corresponding with some one in Nova Sco- 
tia, to ascertain whether some person had 
made an arrangement with some one else 
that no toll should be collected,—as no 
arrangement that could be supposed to 
exist could possibly be binding on the 
Government of the Dominion, it seemed 
to him that the principle involved should 
be at once repudiated when brought before 
the House. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, that the 
question of levying tolls on this canal had 
not escaped his attention, and he had 
caused a tariff to be prepared, and had 
consulted the Hon. Mr. Le Viscomte as to 
whether that tariff would be suitable. 
That gentleman thereupon informed him, 
that when the canal was undertaken it was 
understood that tolls would not be col- 
lected for three years after its being 
opened. He (Mr. Langevin) had there- 
upon taken means to ascertain the nature _ 
of that understanding, and of the document 
on which it rested. The tolls could not 
be enforced till the spring, and therefore 
no time would be lost, but he had thought 
himself bound to make proper enquiry as 
to the alleged understanding, but he | 
had no intention of leaving the can: a 


a 
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from tolls, unless there should bé 
binding arrangement in the matt er, + eee 
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lected, and had consequently placed his 


motion on the paper, as he thought it 


strange that an enlargement should be 
contemplated in a work from which no 
revenué was derived. He certainly had 
never before heard such an explanation as 
had been given in this matter, and when 
the question of the Bay Verte Canal should 
come up, he thought it would be neces- 
sary to make the strictest enquiry into the 
matter, before allowing any expenditure. 
He believed the St. Peter’s Canal was in a 
very bad condition, and perhaps, as it 
yielded no revenue, the sooner it was 
closed the better. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE was not aware of the 
very ‘bad condition of the St. Peter's 


canal, but as the contractor had come 


from Glengarry such might be the case. 
When Nova Scotia was constructing her 
railways, Cape Breton came forward, ask- 


° 


ing only in return that this little canal 


‘should be cut, giving access to one of the 


most magnificent inland sheets of water in 
the Dominion, opening up an important 
fishing settlement, and opening up the 
coal mines of the interior. While in pro- 


gress he had great doubts as to its utility, 


but he was now persuaded that it would 
prove of great value as a commercial com- 
munication. He migh’ say that he had no 
cognizance whatever of any arrangement 
for freeing the canal from the payment 
of tolls, but as Mr. LeViscomte, who was 
more intimately acquainted with the mat- 
ter than any one, had stated that such an 
arrangement did exist, the Minister ef 
Public Works had only made proper en- 
quiry into the matter. 


Mr. ROSS (Victoria, N. 8.) said the canal 
was of the utmost importance to the peo- 
ple of Cape Breton, and a very large 
amount of tonnage had passed through it, 
and as it was now necessary that it should 
be enlarged, he urged the Government to 
put something in the estimates for the 
purpose. | 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL thought they 
had not received much light on the matter 
of the alleged agreement. _ It was usually 
understood that two parties were neces. 
sary to an agreement, but in this case, 
although the Nova Scotia Government 
might prove to be one of the parties, no 
one could tell who the second was. He 
was not at all opposed to the St. Peter’s 
Canal, and would vote for a sum of money 
to put it in repair. The work had been a 
long time under construction, having been 
begun years ago by Mr. LeViscomte and 
another gentleman, who, acting as Com- 
missioners, had gone down to the place 


afd hired people in the vicinity and com- 


Peter's —- [Mancu 8, 1871.] 


ae _ Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) had 
noticed that there had been no tolls col- 
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menced the work. Subsequently an engi- 
neer was sent down, but the local parties 
took the matter into their own hands, and 
pulled up the stakes, and the engineer 
left in disgust. The work was still in 
course of construction at the union, and 
had then been taken in hand by the De- | 
partment of Public Works and been given 
to a contractor. The depth of the canal 
was 74 feet, cut down through a ridge of 
land, and consequently the sides were very 
liable to fallin. The original estimate for 
the construction was £36,000, but Nova 
Scotia had expended $160,000, and the 
Dominion over $90,000. He thought this 
a further illustration of what he had stated 
on a former occasion, that before any — 
works were taken in hand the most accu- 
rate and reliable information and details 
ought to be obtained. Hedid not wish to 
deprecate this canal, but he thought it 
would be found that the 500 vessels which, 
it had been alleged, had passed through, 
consisted of some half dozen passing back- 
wards and forwards. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said he merely rose 
to take exception to some remarks which 
had fallen from the hon. member for Glen- 
garry, who had referred to a very import- 
ant work to New Brunswick, the Bay Verte 
Canal. Those remarks were peculiarly 
objectionable to the people of the Lower 
Provinces, because in the event of a 
change of Government ever taking place it | 
was undérstood that the hon, member 
would be Minister of Public Works, and 
therefore the spirit manifested by that 
hon. member was anything but encourag- 
ing to the Maritime Provinces, as he had 
indicated an exceedingly sectional feeling. 
He (Mr. Tilley) only regretted that the 
hon. member’s visit to those Provinces had 
not enlarged his views, and he would 
therefore certainly urge him to repeat 
that visit. Although much had been said 
about handing over the railways and 
canals of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
to the Government, not a single member 
ever suggested that those of Quebec and 
Ontario should be handed over, and yet, 
looking at the whole canal receipts of the 
Dominion, the receipts were not much be- 
yond the expenditure. It was with deep 
regret, therefore, that he had listened to 
the remarks of the hon. member for 
Glengarry, and he only trusted that his 
views would become more enlarged. 

Mr. JONES [Leeds and Grenville], 
thought the hon member for Glengarry 
should become Minister of Public Works, 
ifhe only continued to manifest the same 
econimical spirit, he would be the most pop- 
ular man the country had had for some time. 
The system of log-rolling formerly pre- 
valent in Ontario and Quebec, seemed to 
have existed in the Lower Provinces. 


Canal. 
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been spent in the construction of railways 
and canals along the frontier of the coun- 
try abutting upon the American border, 
nothing was deyoted by the Governnient 
to opening up the interior of the country, 
to building railways or canals by the 
Ottawa valley. Interior works of this kind 
could secure a saving of many miles in 
carrying goods and passengers between the 
east and west. He would vote for no 
canals or other public works in whatever 
locality till the interior of the country 
received justice in the manner he had 
indicated—till the Ottawa region has been 
properly thrown open to trade and com. 
merce (cheers). 
The motion was carried. 


Mr. WORKMAN moved for an address 
for areturn of the total amount of sterling 
exchange purchased by the Dominion Gov: 

ernment during the year 1870. 


Hon.. Sir F. HINCKS stated the Govern- 
ment had ne objection to the motion. Car- | 
ried. 

Mr. COSTIGAN moved for an address 
for the report of the officer sent to make 
surveys of the Rivers Madawaska and St. 
John. He spoke in support of his motion, 
but was for a part of the time inaudible in 
the reporter's gallery. He did not agree 
with the Commissioner of Public 


and correspon 


He gave some information to the House 
on the subject of his motion. The parties 
interested in this matter called upon the 
Government to do them justice in regard 
thereto. Their previous communications 
with the Government had unfortunately 
borne no fruit. He hoped tor an end of 
delays, and some becoming action at last. 
(Hear, hear.) | 
Mr. LAWSON said, he could confirm  — 
what had been stated as to the great need 
of the road referred to, and the great in- 
convenience the people of the region — 
suffered under the present circumstances. | 
The Government should take immediate 
steps to supply the want felt, and to give | 
a useful communication toa sectiondevoid 
of railway facilities. If there were any ad- | 
ditional papers since 1869, they might be 
added to those already asked for (hear, ; 
hear). He would move to this effect if 
necessary. 


Mr, MAGILL said he was glad this mo- 
tion had been proposed. The matter was 
undoubtedly important, and he hoped the 
Government would soregardit. Theroad — 
to which the motion referred ran through 
an important section, furnishing the com- | 
munication between Lakes Erie and On- ; 
tario. The road was so bad that he 
thought the people in that section had 


works as to the diminished importance of | Just cause for complaint. Now that they 


improving those rivers in the interior of 
New Brunswick, in view of the construc- 
tion of the Intercolonial and Woodstock 
and St. Andrews railways. He urged the 
need ofthe improvement of those streams,’ 
and pointed out their utility in the pro- 
motion ef the development and trade of 
the country. North eastern New Bruns- 
wick had been rather neglected in this 
matter, he feared. The improvement of 
the Madawaska and St. John wasabsolute- 
ly necessary, and hardly any-other boon 
would be a compensation for it. 

Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN said, Government 
had no objection to grant the address. He 
did not seem to have made himself un. 
derstood the other day when he spoke on 


’ this subject. He had said, that certain in- 
MT dispensable improvements on works would 
y be provided for, but as to the larger im- 
5 provements they would have to be con- 
- sidered in connection with the route ofthe 
%: proposed railway along the St. John. If 
ae there was to be a railway, it would mate- 
____ rially effect, perhaps, the prospects and 
ss position of river or canal ameliorations. 
¥) All that was thought wise and needful 
___- would be undertaken at the present. 
‘The motion was carried. 
fei iar, Jones. 
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were so anxious to have Canadian railroads 
and canals improved, he thought a road 
so useful asthis demanded efforts on the 
part of the Government,to remove defects 
that constituted a substantial grievance, 
and one that had existed too long. This 
wasa question of practical utility, the 
merits of whichthe country could under- 
stand (hear, hear). He did believe the 
loyal people of that region deserved some 
consideration in this matter (cheers). 
They should not, by gazing at schemes a 
long way off, lose sight of projects of 
value near at hand (cheers), 


Mr. RYMAL concurredia the remarks 
of the hon. member as to the necessity for 
the improvements mentioned, and the 
claims of the people therein interested. 
The road had long been in a wretched 
state so that it was indicted as a nuisance 
at the Wentworth Assizes, and the tolls 
were ordered to be taken off. In spring 
it would be utterly impassable by teams. 
It was one of the most important in Can- 
ada, connecting two important points of — 
country. He hoped, therefore, the Goy- 
ernment would exhibit some policy in — 
reference to a great public road of this — 
nature (hear, hear). NS AO cts 
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The iohibiti, was Cbaeried, in a form to 


embrace information acoruing since the 
~ last return.» 


THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY RETURNS. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON inquired of the 
chairman of the Intercolonial Railway Com- 
mission, when the various returns ordered 
by the "House would be brought down. 
That gentleman was aware the Committee 
of Public Accounts had had to stand 
still for want ofthem. Some of them were 
voluminous, but others were not so 
voluminous as to prevent their early sub- 
mission. 

Mr. WALSH replied that the whole 
of the returns ordered by the House would 
be brought down to-morrow. He had 
thought it more convenient in the inter- 
est of the Public Accounts Committee to 
bring them all down together. 


THE INDIANS. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE submitted returns 
in answer to an address of the 
House respecting the Indians of the Do- 
Minion and so forth. They were very 
voluminous, but he left it to the House 
to decide what should be done by them— 
how much should be printed and in what 
form. If there was anything which the 
people and the Government of the country 
could look back upon with considerable 
pride, it was their transactions with the 
Indians within their territory. It was 
quite a question whether this file of papers, 
which included records so honourable to 
the whole people of this Dominion, should 
not be prepared and presented in some 
acceptable form. He threw out this sug- 
gestion to the House as timely. When 
they contrasted the manner in which the 
Indians in British America had been 
treated, with that in which those on the 
other side of the line were, it was impossi- 
ble to deny that the policy of the British 
Americans had been not only just and 
generous, but successful (cheers). He 
moved that the returns be submitted to 
the Committee on Printing.—Carried. 


Hon, Mr. HOWE also laid on the table 
copies of all correspondence between the 
Government of the Dominion and that of 
Nova Scotia, touching the public buildings 
at Halifax, 


Mr. LAWSON, who was _§ indistinctly 
heard in the gallery, recommended the 
printing of portions of the Indian papers, 
embracing their names, 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) ridiculed the 
notion of printing so much as was recom- 
mended. He thought it would be per- 
fectiy absurd to get these returns printed, 
pba, he ventured to say, not one in a 
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thousand youd ever read them, Gaur 
ter). 


Mr. LAWSON said it was considered, as 
far as the Government were concerned, an. 
important matter. Although the ‘last 
speaker might have no taste for such mat- | 
ters, they had no reason to be ashamed 
of the treatment 
there were some complaints on 
the part of certain tribes that the treaties 
had not been carried out. When he moy- 
ed in this matter he did not think the pa- 
pers would have coveredso much ground ; 
but it seemed to be the wish of the mem- 
bers and of the Government that he should 
proceed, and he had done so. The coun- 
try, and the people he sought to benefit, 
would know how to appreciate the motives 
of the hon. gentleman who ironically sug- 
gested the printing of the names of the 
Indians. 


Indians. 


INSURANCE RETURNS. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE submitted returns 
showing the number of Insurance Compa- 
nies which had made deposits according to 
the Act. 


THE SUPPLIES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House receive the report of the Com- 
mittee of Supply. —Carried. The items 
previously adopted having been concurred 
in, the Finance Minister moved that, on 
Friday next, the House resolve itself into 
Committee of Ways and Means.—Carried.. | 

lt being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 
EXTRADITION BILL. 


Mr. MILLS—In submitting the present 
Bill for a second reading for the approval 
of the House, said, I feel that 1 am doing an 
actin the interests of civilization. lam sure 
that no one in Canada can be desirous 


that this country should be made a land 


sacred to every species of human villany 
committed abroad. By this Bill I only 
propose to confer upon the executive de- 
partment of the Government a power that. 
many able lawyers and jurists have held it 
possesses. At the present time a different 
doctrine prevails; and the ministry here 
would not advise the surrender of 
a criminal, however atrocious 
his act might be, unless required to do so 
in fulfilment of some treaty obligation. 

Sir, I have no fear that the power confer- 

red by this Bill upon the administration 
will be abused. [ have never reposed 
any great degree of confidence in the Min- 
ister of Militia or his colleagues, but I am 
not afraid that any ministry, responsible to 
Parliament for their conduct, will so far 


of the Indians, bub 
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abuse their power as to make this country 
an insecure asylum to those who have 
been elsewhere simply political offenders. 
It is well known to members ofthis House 
who have considered this subject that three 
distinct doctrines have been held by jurists 
and writers upon public law. 1. That to 
surrender a criminal who has taken refuge 
in a foreign country, is a matter of perfect 
obligation. 2. That it is a mat- 
ter of imperfect obligation or 
comity resting with the Executive De- 
partment of the Government to exercise 
upon its own discretion. 3. That it is not 
even a matter of comity unless made such 
by positive law. Ifwe look, sir, into the 
history of this question, we will find that 
each doctrine was the outcome of peculiar 
political circumstances and of the laws of 
social growth. Each in its own age, in 
some degree at least, shows that the in- 
stincts of humanity have always succeeded 
-n devising means of keeping in check the 
Instincts of violence. Under the Dommn- 
ion of the Roman Empire the doctrine of 
perfect obligation was necessarily recog- 
nised, and it is not difficult to understand 
that the Government which would refuse 
to surrender a criminal to the republic 
was looked upon as a party to the offence. 
Idon’t wish to be understood as main- 
taining that there was then such a thing 
@s publiclaw. The law of nations then 
was used in contradistinction to the law of 
the Quirinal and as synonymous with 
the law of nature. It was a name 
given to those features of the muni- 
cipal law which were everywhere the 
same, and which, from the power 
of the Republic and the Empire, gave to it 
some of the characteristics of modern 
Public Law. — 

The second doctrine is that extradition 
for erime as a matter of comity grew out 
of the state of society during the middle 
ages. Itis of feudal origin, and had not 
reference somuch to ordinary crimes as to 
political offences. Ordinary criminals 
seldom sought refuge abroad. It wasun- 
necessary. ‘I'he forests were in every 
country large, the places of concealment 
numerous, the topography of every coun- 
try but imperfectly known, the criminal 
class large, so that the robber or the as- 
sassin seldom felt that it was necessary to 
go beyond his own frontier in order to find 
a safe retreat. When the struggle in 
Western Europe began between the Great 
Barons, or between rival houses of the no 
bility, it was common for the defeated 
party to seek safety abroad. He could 
not, or at least, would not seek safety in 

obscurity within his own country. There 
was something chivalrous in making a 
country a secure retreat for the nobleman 
who had been compelled to fly from the 


Hon. Mr. Mills. 


concilium regium of his own country, to be- 


come an exile at a foreign court. Hach 
country became,to political offenders from 
every other, what the church and the mo- 
nastery had long been to offenders of an 
earlier period—a safe retreat to the help- 
less ; and the surrender of a political re- 
fugee was generally viwed as an act dis- 
honorable to the government which made 
it. There was as yet no such thing as 
Public Law After the downfall of the 
Roman Empire, which from its extent im- 
perfectly served to meet the wants which 
the absence of International Law created, 
the instincts of man suggested a substi- 
tute. There was in the political as in the 
religious world, a longing for the just and 
the true, and with Otho the Great, came 
the Holy Roman Empire which was to serve 
as an arbiter between the States of Europe. 


It was not until modern society had made. 


a good deal of progress, and the period of 
violence had come to an end, that it be- 
came common to surrender criminals. 
There was, in fact, before no necessity for 
it. ‘he crusades had done much to break 
down the barriers of national ignorance and 
isolation. The growth of commerce: had 
done still more. The products of the in- 
terior had forced highways to the coast. 
The executive of every country turned its 
attention from intestine wars, to the array 
of criminals that had grown up in the 
heart of the state from neglect, and the 
criminal sought abroad the safety he could 
no longer find at home. But the idea 
which had grown up in _ connection 
with the surrender of political offenders, 
had taken too firm a hold upon the minds 
of public men to permit the ancient doc- 
trine of perfect obligation ever again to 
regain the ascendancy. It will be seen 
from what I have said that the doctrine is 
much broader than the class of facts in 
which it originated would warrant. Wri- 
ters like Grotius and Vattel had asserted 
the doctrine of perfect obligation ; but in 
doing so they reasoned rather from 
principles they believed to be just, than 
from well established usage. It may 
be confidently asserted that from the 
days of Philip Augutus to the Revolution 
in France, and from the period of Edward 
IV. to the fall of the House of Stuart in 
England, the monarch gained power at the 
expense of the aristocracy, and during this 
period, as a matter of practice, the right of 
asylum, notwithstanding treaties of extra- 
dition, was strongly asserted. Then, 
whenevera representative body became the 


aggressive element in the government of — 


the State, and won back to itself, by slow 
degrees, that power which the king in the 
former epoch gained from the decaying 
power of the barons, this spirit of limiting 
the prerogative power of the executive was 


; 
sf 


; 


_ mation. 


. 


Extradition 


not confined to the legislative departments 


of the Government, but extended itself to 
the courts. In England, especially since the 


accesion of William III. the courts have on 
the whole shown a strong inclination to act 
in consonance with the spirit of the com- 
mons, and toadmit no power of preroga- 
tion simply growing out of the nature of 
contrary, todeny the existence of every 
power, which cannot be traced to direct 
legislation, or to well established and long 
continued practice. The power of the 
Crown, therefore, to make surrender of 
criminals who may have sought an asy- 
lum upon British soil has been denied by 
the courts, not because of any obvious 
abuse that could well grow out of its ad- 
mission ; this denial is only a manifesta- 
tion of the wakefulness of the spirit of 
liberty - jealous, yet uninstructed—always 
active—always vigilant—groping its way 
slowly along the confines of political know- 
ledge, and sweeping away before it in the 
interest of freedom, powers which made 
the executive efficient as well as powers 
which made it dangerous. The moment, 
under our English system, that it began to 
be denied that the extradition of criminals 
was a matter of perfect obligation, it was 
obvious that the Crown could not main- 
tain its claim to exercise this power as a 
matter of comity. Why it could occupy 
this middle ground is easily understood. 
It would indeed be absurd to say that a 
State was under obligation to extradite 
criminals, and at the same time to main- 
tain that no department of the Govern- 
ment had the power to execute the obli- 
gation that public law imposes upon the 
When extradition began to be 
treated by publicists as a matter of comity, 
it is not difficult to understand how it was 
that the existence of a discretionary power 
in the Crown began to be denied. In fact 
this prerogative right to extradite crimin- 
als is one that could only live while it had 
a perfect obligation to support it. 

“Mr. MILLS here reviewed at length 
all the English, Canadian, and American 
cases of extradition, and showed the 
change in the opinion of the Courts with- 
out any legislation upon the subject. He 
referred to the opinion expressed by the 
court in a celebrated case at Calcutta, to 
the opinions expressed by the Law Lords. 
in the Creole case, and to a speech of Sir 
Samuel Romilly on the alien Bill as early 
as 1818. Hesaid:—I don’t think it ought 
to be a task of either great difficulty or 


‘great delicacy, to provide that when a 


criminal flies to this country, that he shall 
not find here immunity from the punish- 
ment his crime deserves: I trust, there- 
fore, in undertaking to confer this power 
upon the Executive of Canada, I shall not 
find in this House any fear of a reform so 
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necessary, or any feeling of dislike or dis- 
trust in the United States that 


will prevent us doing an act, not so much 
of justice to them, as to ourselves; an act 
that will go far to prevent this country 
becoming a place of refuge for a very dan- 
gerous class of persons. We cannot have 
any wish to win the admiration of a class 
of desperate men by making them feel 
that so long as they keep outside of the 
treaty they will find this country a land of 
safety and peace to human villany. We 
have had of late striking illustrations of 
the tendency of events in this particular. 
We have had men seeking legal advice 
with the view of ascertaining whether cer- 
tain acts would bring the doers within the 
terms of the Extradition Treaty or not. 
I say to permit any such persons, deliber- 
ately employing the instruments that have 
been called into existence for the security 
of life and property, the promotion of 
justice,and the defence of innocence against 
fraud and outrage, to feel that there is in 
any civilized country immunity for such 
offenders, is the disgrace of our age. It 
is notorious that the criminal law has not 
kept pace with the progress of society, and 
rules and principles that were sufficient in 
a former epoch, are altogether unequal to 
the exigencies of our times. In most of 
the States of Continental Europe the 
criminal law is held to be personal, 
and, being personal, accompanies the 
party wherever’ he may g0.— 
The Prussian or Dane who commits mur- 
der in England, is guilty of murder by the 
law of his own country as well as by the 
law of England. If he escapes to his 
native country he is not extradited, be- 
cause he has made himself liable to be 
there punished. The criminal jurispru- 
dence of the common law is of very difter- 
ent principles. Wherever it prevails, 
crime is territorial, and a British subject 
who has committed a crime abroad, not 
embraced in any treaty stipulation, or any 
crime in a country with which England has 
no treaty, is not less secure from punish- 
ment than a stranger and alien, except 
when by legislation the Common Law 
principle has been departed from, and it is 
because this is the case that in England 
and the United States when a party is 
charged with crime under the Extradition 
Treaty, his nationality is held immaterial. 
I have nodoubt whatever this may be, I 
think the criminal for all ordinary offences 
should be extradited to the place where 
his crime has been committed. The wit- 
nesses both for the prosecution and the 
defence are most likely to be there. ‘To 
try aman far away from the locality in 
which the crime with which he is charged 
has been committed; with none of the 
witnesses by which his defence may be 
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made good, near; with no power to com- 
pel their attendance, might sometimes 
prove a practical denial of the necessary 
means of defence. It isin the locality in 
which the crime has been committed that 
justice calls most loudly for the punish- 
ment of the offender. It is there that 
the example of the punishment 1s most 
needed. It is there, too, that the right 
and burden of retribution properly be- 
longs. Let me give an illustration of the 
importance of this measure A gentleman 
from Prescott, with his family, might 
cross the St. Lawrence to Ogdensburg, his 
wife and his daughters might there be 
grossly outraged, and the criminal might 
cross tho river to Prescott and he is se- 
cure. As our law now stands he is safe 
from punishment, even though he 1s a 
resident of Prescott. ‘This, no doubt, we 
can remedy by the necessary legislation, 
and 1t ought to be done. But can we pro- 
vide here for the punishmentof an Ameri- 
can for an offence committed upon Ameri- 
can territory and within the jurisdiction of 
the American courts? We can, in effect, 
do this by his extradition; we can enable 
our Government to send him back to 
await there the punishment due to his 
crime. I do not propose to go further 
than to enable our Government to treat 
this matter of extradition asa matter of 
comity ; butit ought never to be forgotten 
that although a matter of comity, it is a 
power that should be exercised as readily 
and as promptly in the interests of justice 
and good neighbourhood, as if it were a 
matter of obligation. I think, too, we 
ought not to stand up and say to a foreign 
state, ‘‘ We will not permit you to punish 
for any other than the specific offence for 
which the party has been extradited,” 
when that other offence is one for which he 
might have been extradited. He is extra- 
dited for forgery, but on the trial it clearly 
appears that the crime was larceny, and 
he is acquited, and escapes punishment 
altogether ; or, like Lamirande, is convict- 
ed notwithstanding the evidence to the 
contrary.—If we, in this matter, seek for 
@ general principle upon which to base our 
policy, and by which, as a matter of juris- 
prudence, it can be explained and defend- 
ed, we shall find no other than this, that 
once the party charged with crime is in 
the hands of the Government demanding 
him, their power over him, as a matter of 
right, should extend to every crime for 
which extradition may be had. A more 
narrow and less rational basis can serve 
no other purpose than to occasionally 
defeat the ends of justice. Mr. Mills then 
defined the provis‘on of his Bill as to piracy 
by the Law of nations. He explained the 
decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench in 
England in the case of the Gerity Pirates, 
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and read the opinion of Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Cockburn, to which he sought to give 
effect. He pointed out the mischiefs that 
might arise under the treaty as it had 
been interpreted. He said; we legislate 
to protect the lives and property of onr 
people. We make sanitary laws to pre- 
serve their health, and I ask, can it be for 
a moment supposed that we may not 
prevent moral contagion? Shall we say 
to the man with cholera, you cannot come 
upon our shores, but are we unable to say to 
the man festering in moral corruption you 
are free here ; we have no power to arrest 
you, although if you were one of our 
own people, we would feel it our duty to 
provide you a lodging in the penetentiary? 
The very existence of the power confer- 
red by this Bill will, ina great measure, 
supersede the necessity for its exercise. I 
am glad to know, sir, that this is a matter 
in which we need not wait for :eciprocity. 
It is not a good alone done to the people 
and Government of the United States ; we 
do even a greater good to the people of 
this country, by removing from amongst 
them a desperate and dangerous class of 
persons. Gibbon, in the earlier part of 
his great work on the ‘ Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire,’ gives as the principal 
reason for the success of the emperors in 
crushing out the spirit of disaffection, the 
vastness of the empire. There was no 
place, inall the world, to which the leader 
of a defeated party could safely retire. 
The whole world was a vast prison house. 
—The hopes and spirits of those who 
cherished the memory of the rule of the 
Conscript Fathers, or of the Tribunes of 
the people, withered at the thought of the 
omnipresence of imperial power. May we 
not hope that by making bad men feel— 
men whose conduct is such that there can 
be no generous thought to sustain or to 
approve—that from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the frozen north, and from the Pacific to 
the Atlantic, they may be pursued and 
brought to justice. I say may we not 
hope to materially diminish crime and 
thus render life and property more secure. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON said the whole of 
the hon. gentleman’s speech consisted of 
a petitio principit. He assumed all through 
that the Government of Canada had the 
power to make a treaty, which it certainly 
had not. Besides this grave defect in his 
case many of the clauses of the Bill were 
objectionable. ‘The power to extradite 
British subjects was an Imperial power 
solely. It was not a colonial power deriv- 
ed from Imperial authority. 


_ Mr. MILLS—This power was exercised 
in Upper Canada. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON replied it was 
exercised under peculiar circumstances, 


- quent occurrence. 


wae 
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but its exercise on that occasion {did not 
prove it was rightly exercised. 
The Crown itself could not deal 
with criminals apart from Parliament, and 
because it alone had power to deal with 
the right ofthe subject. So faras the 
colony dealt with extradition, it dealt with 
it under Imperial authority and under no 
other. Although the Crown should make 
a treaty ofextradition, Parliament would 
be required to give it effect. We might 
do things affecting the method of pro- 
cedure, but the moment we touched 
the business of extradition we invaded an 
Imperial right. The hon. gentleman stat- 
ed he had no idea of compelling the Gov- 
ernment to give acriminal up. If not, 
what was the benefit of the Bill—of assum- 
ing the power proposed’? If we had the 
power. and only exercised it at particular 
pericds, the results might not be satisfac- 
tory. If we had it, let it be exercised. If 
we had it not, why attempt to exercise it? 
(hear, hear). The very course ofthe hon. 
gentleman in not placing the two acts in 
the same position, showed he was in 
doubt of the very power he mooted. With 


regard to the results of extradition, there 


had not been a single trial of a criminal 
given up,'except that by Judge Lynch of 
the unfortunate men recently handed 
over, and who were hanged. If 
we were even to have a treaty it must be 
on the principle of that between France 
and England, according to which each Gov- 
ernment gave a pledge that the returned 
criminal should be tried for the offence 
charged, orif not, restored to the country, 
where he _ had first sought shelter. 
Let us not pass a law of the kind proposed 
till we are certain of our power in the 
matter, and receive some assurance that 
the extradited criminals would be tried. 
Till we are satisfied on those points, let 
us act under the Imperial authority as at 
present (cheers). 

Mr. HARRISON said,that the hon. mem- 
ber who had introduced this measure 
deserved the thanks of the House for hav- 
ing brought such an important question 
before the House. He agreed with the 
hon. member that in the absence of an 
extradition treaty or statute, there was no 
obligation on the part of a Government to 
deliver over a criminal to another Gov- 
ernment, but it was a question whether, 
without such a treaty, there was that 
power. The only treaty in existence 
between Great Britain and the United 
States at present, was the Ashburton 


4 Treaty, which was wholly insufficient to 


meet the requirements of the two coun- 
tries. It extended to seven crimes, among 
which were not included larceny and 
embezzlement, the two crimes of most fre- 
Without including 
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these two crimes the treaty was defective. 
The reason why they were not so included 
was, that slavery was in existence in the 
United States when the treaty was signea, 
and 1t was feared that, under color of the 
term larceny, masters would follow their 
slaves here and arrest them for the larceny 
of the very clothes that they wore,as being 
the property of their masters. There was 
this fear of aiding slavery, but now this 
reason was buried forever, and the Ash- 
burton Treaty should be amended to 
include larceny and offences of that kind, 
In the case of the express robbery referred 
to, where an express train was robbed of 
$200,000, and the robbers, after the com- 
mission of the crime, fled to Canada, 


the defence set up was _ that 
the express agent aided the 
robbers. It was alleged tu be a precon. 


certed game to which the guard was a 
party, and it was therefore, no robbery, 
but simply a larceny. If that defence 
had been successful there would have been 
no extradition in the case, and the crimi- 
nals were quite surprised that they were 
not allowed to remain in the country and 
increase our capital by $200,000 (hear 
hear, and laughter), and he might say, 
our population in a very undesirable 
manner. After citing other cases to show 
the necessity of amending the Ashburton 
Treaty. Mr. Harrison continued, there 
were great difficulties in the application 
of the treaty even as it stood at present, 
and he hoped if this discussion would have 
no other result, it would induce the Gov- 
ernment to take action to have the treaty 
extended to offences not now included in 
it. He wasnotso clear that the House 
had not the power to put criminals out of 
the country. It seemed to him a mere 
police power. Surely if we had power to 
protect our lives and property and pass 
laws for that purpose, we 
had the right to say that foreign outlaws 
should not be allowed to remain with us ; 
still he was not so sure of it and he was all 
the more inclined to hesitate after hearing 
the opinion of the hon, member for Peel.» 
He would like to have some assurance 
from Government that they would take 
the matter in hand at an early day. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH said that while he was 
impressed by the elaborate and able speech 
of the hon. member who had introduced 
the measure, he did not agree with all his 
remarks. He thought this was a subject 
for national negociation, and it had so 
been declared by Great Britain and the 
United States. It was necessary first to 
have a treaty and tken to give it effect by 
legislation. Therefore it seemed to him 
that this was a subject with which the 
House should not deal at all. He ob- 
served that the hon. member proposed in 
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i alter a very old and, would no doubt influence our representa- 
plone sceneege namely :— To | tive in the United States to endeavor to 
class piracy on the high seas as acrime | secure a settlement of this difficult 
for extradition, whereas it had always been | question. 
regarded as an offence against all nations. ion. Mr. ANGLIN said that even the 
The pirate was the enemy of mankind and Speaker seemed to be agreed as to the ne- 
could be punished by ‘the laws of any | cessity of some such Bill as that proposed. 
country, ‘The term * piracy’, in the ASh:.| The country was troubled to avery great 
burton Treaty was not the same offence, extent by the visits of those designated as 
but was a crime against the United States, | . cals. and he a ctually knew of instances 
created under the municipal law of the | ;, which the police authorities themselves 
country. The crime of piracy mentioned | }.44 peen employed in illegal acts of seiz- 
in the measure before the House should | ;, g men and sending them to the United 
er Lean tne his a AOR TUR OMG | States for punishment. He did not think 
ste a be dealt with by a law of | i+ a+ all desirable that such a state of 
oe eee ould continue, and he was rather 

Hon. Col. GREY differed from the views ee rr ripeennnanennte pie acs 
eepressed by bis hon. ffiend, 70m, West. | men benlomen Johns, that such an Act as 
moreland. Countries that were indepen- | that proposed would encourage rascals t6 
dent had power to legislate on such a sub- | Gon.é to Canada. He thought -all. argu: 
ject as this without a treaty, but inacol- | ments of the past might be dispensed 
ony like Canada there was no such power. | with, and the question dealt with on its 
rag ris HALO ESE Te eae Naa | present requirements. Hither they had or 
ne Wea enigma er aS R EON | they had not the right to deliver up offen- 
ae et ae a iN deserved ders against the laws of other countries. 
great consideration in this House. The His opinion was -that.they had the power. 
policy of this law was sound and good. No Ha rece the, best. way. . would: «he 
one was desirous to protect criminals to...pass, the \Billasamdy tess yafesat 
from justice. The law had been laid should prove Hak Eaay halanehiaene 
edi aoe Vey INL eae ty power to do so, the Imperial Goy- 
long coterminous boundaries between two | Dithmmenti.cowlar Weueil love nn amie iis 
countries where criminals could easily | ovehts-somethiageehonia toners queen 


escape from the one to the other, it was : Char eat ingih : 
a patie of sound policy that extradition | population was iiCreeetig, Big 7 ate oontis 


treaties should exist. But it was only a Seah nia THORN APEB EO Uae : 
possible for this House to pass a law to; Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER desired to 
punish acriminal for crimes committed in | make a few remarks on the subject before 
the Dominion. His prejudice was strong- | it should be submitted to a vote of the 
ly in favor of the view that the Dominion | House, and although it was generally sup- 
had the power to pass such a law. But | posed that when lawyers once got up they 
the question must be viewed in two | never knew when to sit down, he hoped he 
lights—in its legal aspect and practical | should not prove very tedious. _He consi- 
application. Admitting that the Domin- | dered the Bill objectionable in several 
inion had the power to enact such a law, | respects, but the first question was whether 
its practical application would be at pre- | the House had the power to pass the Bili 
sent impolitic. Instead of operating as a | at all. 

check on criminals to prevent them from! yp. MILL—Yes. 


coming into this country it would have Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Of course, 


ie | 

i hh eae effect. ait if iui | the House might pass any Bill, but would 
me aie: Bon Fe y “W | it hold good afterwards ? 

and the United States should refuse to . “ 

enact one similarto itthe consequences Mr. MILLS—Yes. 


would be that every rascal in the United | Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER did not 
States who could, would make'this country | think so. Could they deprive any indivi- 
the scene of his operations. He would | dual of the right of the habeas corpus, or 
roband steal here and go back to the | if they could, ought they to do it ? The 
United States from which he could not be | habeas corpus was to secure the liberty of 
extradited (hear, hear). Now, if the | every British subject including all foreign- 
United States would reciprocate in pass- | ers taking up their residence within British 
ing such a law, there could be no objec- | Territory, but the object of the Bill was to 
tion, but rather an universal wish, to have | deliver up these foreigners: His hon. 
an extradition law on our statute books. | friend the mover of the Bill was a great 
It was fortunate for us that there was at | liberal and a great ‘‘reformer,’’ and yet 
present a Commission in session at Wash: | his Bill was in ‘eta restrain liberty. He 


ington which could settle this matter, and | considered that the Bill showed great con- 
the expression of the opinion of this House | fidence in the Go rnment, as it gave the 


Hon. Mr. Smith. | 
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Governor in Council discretionary power 


_to deliver up any offender against foreign 


justice, but though the Government desir- 
ed the confidence of the House and the 
contidence of the country, they did not 
desire the trust now intended to be reposed 
in them, the trust of having at their dis- 
posal the liberty of any one accused of an 
offence in a foreign country. The Bill 
could be of no effeet whatever, and he was 
surprised that his hon. friend should bave 


proposed such a measure although 
ne did not doubt that his 
motives and intentions were good. 


He considered that the Americans them- 
selves were the parties most interested in 
the passing of such a measure as _ that be- 
fore the House, and that, therefore, it 
should be left to them to move in the 
matter. Referring to the Naturalization 
Laws, he said those laws though passed by 
the different Provincial Parliaments had 
never had any effect outside the Domin- 
ion, as if any person naturalized by those 
laws had gone to a foreign country and 
there got into trouble, the Imperial Govy- 
ernment would not have recognised him 
as a British subject, and protected him as 
such. ‘ihe matter had been discussed at 
the London Conference, when the Im- 
perial Government had given them to 
understand that on the formation of the 
Dominion, they would endorse the Natu- 
ralization Laws. At present, however, any 
such laws could not extend beyond the 
limits of the Dominion. 

Mr. MILLS—Quite sufficient. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did not 
think it was sufficient. He then referred 
to the Treaty of Extradition 
between England and France, under which 
every British possession was pledged to 
deliver up to France any French criminals 
resorting to British soil_—which was 
altogether an Imperial enactment—and 
did not leave the delivery of the offender 
to the discretion of the, Gevernor in 
Council, as proposed by the present Bill, 
but made it imperative. His hon. friend 
had also referred to piracy, but the Cana- 
dian Government could not legislate as to 
crimes committed at sea, and how, there. 


fore, could it legislate as to the surrender 


of those committing such crimes. The 
hon. member quoted a statute passed in 
Upper Canada, but that statute had never 
been acted upon, and was now repealad, 
He explained the character of the law 


_ passed after the St. Alban’s Raid, to show 


those ofthe Bill before the House. 


\ 
5 
; 


the difference between its principles and 
The 
Imperial Government considered the en- 
actment of the right of Habeas Corpus a 


_ sufticient protection to all foreigners. 


Mr. MILLS—You suspended it several 


times. 
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Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER stated it 
was done to meet the Fenian danger, and 
advisedly, by consent of Parliament. This 
Bill, however, would place the freedom of 
all foreigners in Canada at the discretion 
of the Governor in Council. Personally he 
admitted, the Canadians and Americans 
ought to extend the extradition law to 
covercrimes not now provided for. But 
this act should be preceded by a treaty. 
Larcency might be made an extradition 
offence, the circumstances which prevent- 
ed Lord Elgin consenting to it having 
ceased to operate. Slavery was no more, 
Any law we might pass would be confined 
in its operation to our own jurisdiction. 
(Cheers. ) 

Mr. LANGLOIS said the basis of our 
authority or power to legislate was laid 
down in the Confederation Act. We could 
make laws for the peace, order and good 
government of the country. The Act did 
not give us the right to legislate on inter- 
national matters. A thief coming here 
did not endanger our peace ; nor did his. 
presence necessarily expese our laws to 
violation. He criticised the first and second 
clauses of the bill, in arguing our 
courts had no right to try for such a crime 
as piracy. Consequently we had no right 
to arrest or extradite for such acrime. He. 
cited the law to show Canada had no jur- 
isdiction in respect to offences committed 
on the high seas. The Admiralty in Eng- 
land alone had power in regard to them. 

In reply to Mr. Mills, 

Mr. LANGLOIS stated, the Canadian 
law officers could only arrest a pirate 
within Canada, but would have to send 
him to England for trial. So long as we 
remained a colony, we could have no juris- 
diction in matters of international law. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the legal 
members all seemed to disagree,and argue 
from different stand points. It seemed 
strange that though Canada could arrest. 
try, and even hang criminals, it could not 
send offenders out of the country for trial 
in the country wherein their offences were: 
committed. Such was the substance of 
some of the arguments to-night. He knew 
it was intended inthe Confederation Act. 
to enable Canada to make laws not only 
in relation to the peace, order, and good 
government of Canada, but in regard to all 
matters not specially delegated to the 
Local Governments. The constitution 
empowered Parliament to legislate on all 
subjects connected with the in’*~--ts of 
the country, and necessarily ° *. 
matter of police. The Goverr 
hesitated to enact a Bill last s 
constitutionality of which 
puted at the time an 
necessitated an Imperial Act 
to set 
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at rest. What should cau:e such a | THE SENATE. 

singular change of mind = on the 3 

part of ministers with respect to their Tuurspay, 9th March, 1871. 
powers under this Act of 1367. _ He ne The SPEAKER took the chair at three 


lieved, with regard to the present Bill that 
the country should not be made a safe 
refuge for criminals. The present condi- 
tion of the law was demoralising and in- 
jurious. In the interest of the country it 
was desirable to give every facility to hand 
back criminals to the parties 
whom they had injured. He did not be- 
long to the regular Opposition, (hear, 
hear, and laughter), and could not speak 
for it ; but was surprised at the readiness 
of some of its members to place such large 


discretionary powers in the 
hands of the Government. In 
the interests of the people of this 


country some action should be taken in 
this matter; and if the Government would 
take action, he doubted not that the 
mover of the Bill would gladly leave it in 
the hands of Ministers. At any rate there 
was an urgent necessity for legislation to 
remove a Class of evils that undoubtedly 
existed in the present state of the law. 
(cheers). 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU urged that un- 
less there was something in the Confedera- 
tion Act giving us power, he did not 
think we should assume it on our own re- 
sponsibility. If not as a matter of 
strict constitutional law as a matter of ex- 
pediency, we should not embarrass the 
Empire by giving over, without any con. 


sideration, that which was not only 
not ours, but which belonged 
to the right and power of 


the Empire itself. He repudiated the 
slur cast upon the legal profession in some 
of the remarks of the last speaker, touch- 
ing the interest supposed to exist, some- 
times, in the presence here and retention 
of wealthy criminals. 

Mr. LANGLOIS moved that the Bill be 
not read now but this day six months. 

Mr. MILLS, in reply, contended it was 
better to deal with extradition by asimple 
Act of the Legislature than by a treaty. 
He thought it would be better to sweep 
away the treaty altogether, and deal with 
the subject as a matter of comity, keeping 
in view the bounden duty of the country 
to hand over criminals under all circum- 
stances. He went on to reply to several 
of the arguments advanced against his 
Bill. He concluded by saying that he be- 
lieved this country had the power to pass 
this law, that it was a mere police regula- 
tion, and that it was to the interest of this 
country that such a law should be 
enacted. 

‘Lhe House divided on the amendment, 
which was carried—yeas, 61; nays, 33. 

The House adjourned at 11:15, 


Hon. Mr. Macdougall. 


o'clock, and a number of petitions were 
presented. 


THE ARBITRATION 


The notice of motion respecting the 
Arbitration between Quebec and Ontario 
(Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just) was dis- 
charged. 


THE LACHINE REGATTA. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved—tThat an 
humble address be presented to His Ex- 
cellency the Governor General, praying 
that His Excellency will be pleased to 
cause to be laid before this House, — 


Ist. Copies of the correspondence which 
took place between the Trinity House of 
Montreal and the Montreal Water Police 
orany other person, on the occasion of the 
regatta at Lachine last autumn. 


2nd. Copies of all resolutions, orders, or 
minutes of decision in relation to the said 
regatta, adopted by the Trinity House, 
together with all communications with the 
Federal Governmenton the same subject— 
Carried. 
THE INMAN LINE, 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY referred to the im- 
portance of keeping up efficient steam 
communication between Halifax and 
Europe, and pointed out the great advan- 
tages of Halifax compared with New York, 
Boston, Portland and other ports. 
It was very important, he said, 
that the position of the contracts for the 
performance of that important service 
should be clearly understood. He had 
seen a despatch in a Halifax paper, from 
the head of the Inman firm, who stated 
that he had no desire to continue the con- 
tract between Halifax and Liverpool. 
Under these circumstances it was import- 
ant that an enquiry should be made into 
the subject with as little delay as possible. 
The inquiry he wished to make of the 
Government was this: Whether the con- 
tract between Hugh Allan, Hsq., and the 
Postmaster General, made in December, 
1863, for a weekly mail service between 


| Liverpool, and Quebec, and Portland re- 
| spectively, has been renewed or extended, 
' and when such contract will expire ? 


Hon. Mr. BOURINOT called attention 
to the fact that Louisbourg, Cape Breton, 
a port accessible at all seasons, must be- 
come sooner or later the port of call for 
the European steamers, as it was the near- 
est to Europe, and otherwise the most 
convenient. 
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
contract with the Messrs. Allan had been 
renewed until April, 1872, but there was a 
provision in it that a year’s notice of its 
termination must be given the company. 
The object of the provision was to enable 
the Government to terminate the contract 
by the time the Intercolonial Railway would 

‘be probably completed. It should be re- 
membered that the question of freight 
was one which was taken into account by 
the proprietors of steamers, and it was 
questionable if they could get enough 
either at Halifax, Whitehaven or Louis- 
bourg. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD hoped that the 
probability of there being complete rail 
communication between Halifax and the 
railway system of Canada and the United 
States, in the course of a very few 
months, should not be forgotten whenever 
any new contract was more for steamers 
between the Dominion and Europe. 


Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL had given an 
assurance on that point on a previous day 
when his hon. friend had referred to the 
same subject. 

Hon. Mr. WARK expressed the opinion 
that when railway facilities were perfect- 
ed, several steamers must call every week 
at Halifax to land mails and passengers 
for Canada and the United States, 
and freight considerations would not 
then be so important as at the present 
time. 

Hon. Mr. McLELAN thought that 
under any circumstances there woui!d be 
that absence of sufficient freight for Hali- 
fax, referred to by the Hon. Postmaster 
General. The proprietors ofsteamers now 
declared that they ran their vessels ata 
loss. .In respect to the manner in which 
the Messrs. Inman performed the service, 
it should be remembered that they re- 
ceived a small subsidy compared with that 
given to others. He did not know the 
average length of the voyages during 
1870, but he had occasion to make some 


enquiries during 1869, and found 
that the average length of 
the trips was fully equal to that 


of the Cunard line. However, the Post- 
master General would do weil to make 
seme stipulations with respect to the class 
of steamers, in any contract he might now 
or hereafter make. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said, that during the 
last two months there had been two of 
the trips of the line in question running 
into 16 and 20 days. That arose, in a 
large measure, from the very inferior class 
of vessels employed. 


MESSAGE. 
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of Commons, announcing that they had 
passed a Bill to amend the Census Act. 
Bill to be taken into consideration on 
Monday next. 


| PROTECTION OF FISHERIES. 


The Bill to amend the act respecting 
Fishing by foreign vessels, was read a 
third time and passed. 


MANITOBA. 


The next order of the day, for the second 
reading of the Bill to extend the Criminal 
Laws of Canada to Manitoba, was deferred 
until Friday. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the adoption 
of the second report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on printing. This report simply refers 
to the printing of certain documents. 

Motion carried. ' 

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the third 
report of the Joint Committee on print- 
ing. 

This report contains the report of a 
sub-Committee appointed to audit the 
printing accounts, as well as the clerk’s 
report on the services of the past year, &c. 
The Committee express themselves per- 
fectly satisfied with the prices and mea- 
surements, and give their cordial approval 
ofthe manner in which Mr. Hartney, as 
Clerk of the Committee, performed the 
various and complicated duties devolving 
upon him. According to the statement 
appended, it appears that the cost of the 
printing services of Parliament, for the 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1870, was 
$47,570,06, which included the charge for 

reprinting the volumes burnt in Mr. Des- 
barat’s building. Printed documents will 
be henceforth distributed to the new 
Province of Manitoba. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN made some remarks 
respecting the printing of public docu- 
ments, but they were entirely inaudi- 
ble. 

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said that the docu- 
ments had been distributed very freely. 

The motion for the adoption of the re- 
port was carried. 

The House then adjourned. 


ee 
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After routine, 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK introduced a Bill 
to amend the Railway Act of 1868. He 
explained that the object of the Bill was 
to permit railway companies to acquire 
lands after the completion of their lines. 
This they were not permitt>d to do under 
the Act of 1868. 

Mr. D. A. MA DONALD introluced a 
Bill for the construction of a railway from 
Coteau Landing to connect with the Can- 
ada Central Railway at Ottawa. 

Mr. GODIN asked for leave to intro- 
duced a Billto amend the Insolvent Act 
of 1869. 

Hon; Mr. ABBOTT did not approve of 
the Bill, which provided that the custo- 
dian of an estate could hold it until he was 
paid his fee. Hesugzested that the Bill 
be referred to a special committee. 


Mr. GODIN assured the hon. member 
that the suggestion. would be complied 
with. 

Mr. SCATCHERD said the Bill was the 
same as the one which was rejected by the 
House last Session. 

The Bill was read a first time. 


Hon. Mr. TUPPER laid on the table re- 
turns of all petitions and papers, relating 
to the appointment of a harbour master, 
for the Port of Halifax. 


Mr. BENAUD asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government during the 
present year to mike the Port of Cocagne, 
county Kent, N. B., an Inland Port, in 
compliance with the petition of the mer- 
chants and principal inhabitants of 
Cocagne ? 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the Government 
had carefully considered the matter, but 
did not feel justitied in incurring the ex- 
pense. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT wished to know 
when the papers relative to the withdrawal 
of the troops from Canada would be laid 
on the table. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied, that 
very great progress had been made with 
regard to the collection of these despatch- 
es, and said that during the course of 
this week they would be forthcoming. 


Mr. YOUNG moved for returns of tend- 
ders or papers connected with the contract 
for the construction of a new Post Office 
at Toronto.—Carried. 

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) moved for a 
return of the number and description of 
arms, &c., handed over by the Imperial to 
the Dominion Government since lst Janu- 
ary 1870. He reminded the hon. Minister 
of Militia that last summer,when the chan ge 
of policy on the partof the Imperial Goy- 
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ernment towards Canada brought about the 
withdrawal of the regular troops and 
a large quantity of military stores belong- 
ing to them, from the Dominion, at the 
time the hon. Minister of Militia led the 
House to believe that about 40,000 rifles, 
the property of the Imperial Government 
would he by the liberality of Her Majesty’s 
Government transferred to the Dominion 
authorities. He (Mr. Masson) thought it 
was important that the House should 
know in what condition the military stores 
of the Dominion were, in case an emergen- 
cy should require them to be used. There 
was a rumour current that no stores but a 
few old arms had been left, and he asked 
for these returns in order to relieve the 
apprehensions to which this rumour had 
given rise. | 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he was 
glad that the hon. member had brought 
this matter before the House. There 
could be no objection to furnishing the 
returns asked for, but he believed the in- 
formation required would be found in cor- 
respondence already in course of prepara- 
tion to be submitted to the House. He 
would inform ths hon. memberr. however, 
that the [mperial Government had madea 
gift of Snider and Spencer rifles to the 
amount of something like 40,000 stand of 
arms to the Dominion Government. 


The motion was allowed to stand. 


Business. 


THE ARBITRATION AWARD. 


Hon. Mr. DORION moved that an hum- 
ble address be presented to Her Majesty, 
representing that an equitable and satis- 
factory division of the surplus debt of the 
late Province of Canada, between the Pro- 
vinces of Quebecand Ontario, is not likely 
to be effected in the manner provided by 
the British North America Act, 1867, and 
that the difticulties which beset the ques- 
tion have been greatly aggravated by the 
award rendered by the Arbitrators ap-. 
pointed by the Dominion Government and 
by the Government of Ontario, in the ab- 
sence of any Arbitrator for the Province 
of Quebec, which is regarded by the Gov- | 
ernment and the people of Quebec as ille- 
galand unjust, and praying that Her Ma- 
Jesty be pleased to recommend the passing 
ofan Act by the Imperial Parliament so 
amending the British North America Act 
as to authorise the Parliament of Canada 
to deal by Legislative enactment with all 
questions connected with the said surplus 
debt. He said he had heard that 
the Dominion Cabinet proposed to refer 
this question to the Privy Council 
for settlement, but he hoped that the 
Quebec members did not join or acquiesce 
in this determination. He saw by some of 
the papers published in the Province of | 
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Quebec that this: was the best thing that 


could be done, that it would remain ten 


years before that tribunal, which would 
prove beneficial to Quebec, but he did not 
approve of allowing this question to remain 
rankling between the two Provinces. This 
delay would only aggravate the difticulties 
which now beset the questio.u, because the 
balance of population would be still greater 
against Quebec ten years hence than it 
was now. Another reason for promptitude 
was, that, taking the basis of population 
of 1861, Ontario should have paid a great 
deal more interest on the debt than was 
assigned to her. Doubtless her population 
had increased more in the period between 
1861 and 1867 than had the population of 


Quebec. Thus it would be tound that 
Quebec was losing as to popu- 
lation, while the difference against 
her as to subsidy was 


on the increase. 
two millions of people in 1867 and Quebec 
1,400,000, by making the calculaiion on 


this basis, it would be seen that Quebec 


was losing yearly $300,000, which should 
have been allowed her, and that Ontario 
was receiving that amount more than was 
due her even on the basis of pupulation. 
He had stated that the basis of the divi- 
sion should have been made on the reven- 
ue paid by the Provinces respectvely, and 
by this test also itwas plain that Ontario 
had been granted more than she was 
entitled to. The question should be 
settled as soon as possible, in the interest 
of Quebec. A delay must complicate it 
by the increase of representatives in the 
House, from Ontario, which must result 
from the increase of population in the 
Western section of the Dominion. Cana- 
da should obtain permission to settle the 
question of the division of assets and 
debts and all other questions therewith 
connected. He was convinced, as he had 
been all along, thit the best plan would be 
for the Dominion to assume the surplus 
d2bt and give equitable compensation to 
the Lower Provinces. In so doing, they 
would bring that surplus into the exact 
position itoccupied before 1867, when both 


Provinces were equally responsible for it. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
the course pursued by the hon. member 
for Hochelaga was the most premature and 
hostile to the interests of Quebec whici 
could possibly be followed. The motion 
was mere clap-trap, and was worded mere- 
ly to command the vote of Lowar Canada 
in the coming general electioas. Thehon. 
members opposite had been trying that 
dodge for the last twenty years, and the 
result of it all owas to leave 
them im the pleasant position which 
they occupied, to the left 
of the Speaker. ‘he motion was exceed- 
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ingly awkward and likely to defeat the 
end which the hon. member professed so 
great a desire to attain. It was an insult 
to the members from the Lower Provinces, 
imputing a doubt as to their honesty’and 
fairness. But this was not the first occa- 
sion on which the hon. member for Hoche- 
laga had risked the interests of Lower 
Canada by his awkwardness, He (Sir 
George) would not consent to submit the 
legal position of Quebec in this matter to 
the risk of a decision by a majority of this 
House. ‘The Government had decided not 
to take any action on this question until 
the Committee of the Privy Council had 
solved the legal point which might be sub- 
mitted to them. In case that the decision 
should be unsatisfactory and be appealed 
from and set aside, another trial of the 
question would have to be demanded in 
order that justice might be done 
to the Province of Quebec 
Supposing that this award should be main- 
tained by the Privy Council, the people of 
Lower Canada would believe that they had 
been subjected to a grievance. 1t was in- 
correct to declare in advance that any 
grievance existed. He thought he had 
now proved that the motion of the hon. 
member for Hochelaga was untimely, im- 
prudent, and unjust, As he (Hon. Sir 
Geo. E. Cartier) had promised, he would 
meet it in a fair, open and direct manner 
by moving an amendment so as to make 
the motion read thus: ‘‘ That the validity 
of award rendered by the Arbitrators ap- 
pointed by the Dominion Government and 
by the Government of Ontario, in the ab- 
sence of any Arbitrator from Quebec, being 
contested by that Province, and the Gov- 
ernment of Canada having come to the 
conclusion not to act on such award until 
its validity shall have been determined by 
acompetent judicial tribunal, this House 
refrains from expressing an opinion on 
the award so rendered. 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU concurred in 
some of the views expressed by the Minus- 
ter of Militia, but considered the motion 
of the hon. member for Hochelaga open to 
objection, an objection which was fatal 
both to Upper and Lower Canada. That 
motion prayed the Imperial Government 
to put it into the power of the Dominion 
Parliament to deal with the matter as it 
might seem fit. He certainly did not think 
it would be prudent on the part of the 
Province of Quebec to put itself in that 
position, as that position would be inferior 
to the one it now occupied. He be- 
lieved, however, that the motion of the 
Minister of Militia was perfectly consistent 
with the position the Government was 
obliged to assume in the matter, and he 
could eisily understand why the Govern- 
ment with its responsibility to the country 
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had taken the steps it had taken, and had 
asked that for the present the matter 
should be left alone, but he believed the 
House, and the whole Dominion, shoud 
consider the question, and see whether the 
existing ditliculties could not be remoy- 
ed. Although the motion of the hon. 
member for Hochelaga did not meet his 
views, and althoughit would have the fatal 
effect of placing the position of Quebec in 
the hands of the House, in which the re- 
presentatives of that Province were the 
minority already, and would be still more 
so after the next census, he was prepared 
to vote in the direction of the idea brought 
forward in that motion, as he thought it 
behoved the whole of the Dominion not to 
let this bone of contention continue for 


ever, but to see whether it could not make 


some sacrifice, in order that. the dithculty 
might be removed. He should therefore 
move in amendment to the amendment 
prepared by the Minister of Militia :—That 
it is highly desirable that the difficulty 
now existing between the Provinces of On- 
tario and Quebec concerning the division 
and adjustment of the debts, liabilities, 
credits, properties, and assets of Upper 
and Lower Canada, provided for by the 
British North America Act 1867, be speed- 
ily set at rest, and that this House will give 
its most favourable consideration to any 


measure introduced by the Govern- 
ment, having this object in view, 
and involving any aid on the 


part of the Dominion commensurate with 
the object itself, and with our resources, 
due regard being had to the rights of the 
other Provinces. He then proceeded to 
say, if the award should be devided to be 
legal, would the question then be ended? 
Certainly not. ‘Lhe people of Quebec were 
unanimous in feeling that they had not 
received fair play, that the award was un- 
Just, and that the injustice was evident 
and apparent. He believed in other arbi- 
tration cases manifest injustice had some- 
times served to make the award a nullity, 


and also when arbitrators had exceeded | 
their powers, as it was perfectly clear had | 


bern done in the present case—-They had 
exceeded their powers most unmistakably 
as far as the assets were concerned—Tne 
British North America Act provided that 


certain assets should be the property of 


the two Provinces conjointly, and it was 
certainly hard to understand how, under 
such a provision, torty millions could be 
given to one, and only four millions to 
the other. The hon. member for Hoche- 
laga, on first addressing the House, had 
referred to the figures Shewing the assets 
given to Ontario, but if he would look 
more closely he would find that a large 
number of assets had been given to that 
Province for which no Specific amounts had 
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been named, but which amounted in 
reality to more than two millions Onthe 
other hand, a great many of the assets 
awarded were no assets at all, but were 
mere book balances of no value. Such, 
for instance, was the Aylmer Court House, 
in which case the Province was to receive 
a certain sum of money under certain con- 
tingencies which would never take place, 
and the Montrea] Court House was in the 
same position. Taking these and other 
similar instances into consideration, he 
found that while Ontario, under the 
award, would receive $40,241,000, Quebec 


would only receive $4,049,000. The posi- - 


tion taken by the counsel for Quebec was 
a very strong one in point of equity, and 
was sustained by the peculiar wording of 
the Union Act, which certainly intended 
that the debt existing at the commence- 


ment of the Union of the two 
Provinces should be taken into 
consideration. Every one remembered 


that at the time of the passing of the 
Union Act by the Imperial Parliament, the 
saddling of the debt of Upper Canada on 
Lower Canada was denounced in the 
strongest terms, both in the House of 
Commons and in the House Lords, one 
having termed it ‘“*downright robbery.” 
Without going mto the question of law, 
and particulars of public accounts, he 
asked the House to look simply at the re- 
sult of the Arbitration, and at the position 
of Quebee under the award that had been 
pronounced. He remembered reading in 
stories for children of a millin which old 
people were ground young, and certainly 
the Arbitration had proveda mill into 
which one Province had gone rich and had 
came out the reverse; while the other had 
entered with a debt of five millions, and 
had came out not only with the debt wiped 
off, but with assets in excess of the amount 
of seven or eight millions. He thought, 
therefore, that in all its bearings and con- 
Sequences the question was more of a 
political question than legal—and it was 
impossible to suppose that Quebee would 
submit to such injustice, seeing that while 
it entered the Union with Upper Canada 
with a balance in its hands, and Upper 
Canada a large debt, at the end Quebec 


| Should: have a large debt, and Upper 


Canada, assets to an enormous amount in 
excess Ofits share ot the debt. © He did 
not desire to criticise the Union Act, as no 
doubt very great difficulties existed at the 
ume it was framed, but while everyone, 
seeing the bevefits of Confederation, and 
the proud position to which it was raising 
the people of Canada, would bless Con- 
federation, yet they must regret the 
defects in the Actwhich had resulted in 
raising such difficulties. The only way 
how of speedily settling the question, and 
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the best way of settling it was for the 
Dominion to assume the whole debt, und 

-ifit could not assume that debt without 
some compensation let it take some of 
the assets, as the circumstances of the 
Provinces might justify. In following the 
course implied in his amendment the 
Dominion Government would be securing 
the stability of the institutions of the 
country, and also its prosperity, and 
would remove a great ditliculty, in which- 
the amount of money sank into utter in 
signfiance compared with the harm that 
might ensue from the fact of one section 

_ of the country being in antagonism to an- 
other. He did not desire in any way to 
blame the Government; he perfectly un- 
derstood that the course they had taken 
was the only one hitherto op-n to them, 
and he also believed that those members 
of the Government who were connected 
with the Province of Quebec had done the 
best they could under the circumstances, 
but it hehoved the people and represent- 
atives of that Province to call the atten- 
tion of the House, and of the whole 
Dominion to the importance of a real 
settlement which would be s:tisfactory to 
both Provinces. His great objection to 
the motion of the hon. member for Hoch- 
elaga was that it left the question to the 
Dominion Parliament, to be dealt with in 
any way they might think proper. 

Hon. Mr. DORION—Your motion does 
the same 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU —Certainly not. 
He invited the Government to deal with 
the matter in a stated way, and he thought 
the hon. member for Hochelaga would 
have done better if-he had kept to the 
idea of the resolutions he had first sub- 
mitted, instead of asking the Imperial 
Parliament to deal with the matter, with- 
out po’nting out any way in which the dif- 
ficulty could be removed, 

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) said, that as the 
amendment now proposed involved an ap- 

_¢propriation of money, it could only come 

before the House in a message from His 

Excellency. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU maintained that 
his motion was in order, and quoted pre- 
vious decisions of the Speaker in similar 
cases. 

The SPEAKER read the amendment, 
and decided that as aid was spoken of the 
question was certainly one of money, and 
the amendment was therefore out of 
| order. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that he desired 


to move an amendment to that proposed | 


by, the Minister of Militia, that would 
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tions previously proposed by his hon. 
friend from Hochelaga, and as the Premier 
or Quebec had expressed his regret at 
the withdrawal of those resolutions, he 
trusted to have his support in the present 
motion. He moved that all the words in 
the said amendment after “that” be leit 
out, and the following inserted instead 
thereof: This House regrets that His Ex- 
cellency the Governor General has not 
been advised to recomm:nd this House 
to adopt an address to Her Majesty repre- 
senting that the division between the Pro- 
vinces of Ontario and Quebec, of the sur- 
plus of the debt of the former Pro. 
vince of Canada, over and above the 
sum of $62,500,000 assigned to the 
Dominion of Canadi, in the British North 
America Act, presents great difficulties, 
which have not yet been overcome in a 
satisfactory manner—but the difficulties 
resulting es well from the uncertainty of 
the amount, as from the absence of an 
acceptable basis for making such division, 
threaten to give rise to serious embarass- 
ment, and that for the avoidance of 
such difficulties the debt of the 
former Province of Canada should be 
assigned entirely to the Dominion, as if 
it had been so from the first, compensa- 
tion being made to the Provinces of Nova 
Seotia and New Brunswick for the share 
which those Provinces would have paid of 
the surplus of that debt—and praying that 
Her Majesty would be pleased to recom- 
mend to the Imperial Parliament, the pas- 
sage of an Act toamend the British North 
America Act, in accordance with such 
representations. —A good many comments 
had been made on the motion made by. 
his hon friend from Hochelaga, and, 
among others, the Hon. Minister of Militia 
had endeavored to induce his audience to 
regard the reference to the Government 
and i tm of Quebec,-as implying a want 
of conlidence in the representatives of the 
other Provinces, but the hon. gentleman 
must have been aware that that reference 
was merely a reason, and a most cogent 
reason for that dissatisfaction which exist- 
ed, and which it was the object of the 
motion toremove. His confidence in the 
representatives of the people of all the 
Provinces was shown most conclusively by 
his principal proposition, which was to 
bring before the House the whole question 
of the solution of the difficulties. He did 
not desire to traverse the ground which 
had been already gone over, as he could 
add nothing to what had been stated by 
his hon. friend from Hochelaga, and he 
would therefore at once place his amend- 
ment before the House. 

Mr. DELORME (St. Hyacinthe) regretted 
that they could not discuss every question 


: bring the subject back to the manner in 


- which it had been treated in the Resolu- | without angry words. The real question 


ae alia 
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on every occasion should be whether the 
motion before the House was right or 
wong. He regretted very much that he 
was not able to vote for the amendment 
proposed by the leader of the Government, 
but he could not do so, as he thought it 
very important that the question should be 
decided. It was all very well fur the Min- 
ister of Militia to say let the questio: be 
left to a judicial tribunal, and supposing 
the matter to be decided against Ontarlo 
that would be all very well, but if it were 
to be decided against Quebec, how were 
they to stand. fie thought some measures 
should be at once taken to settle the mat- 
ter amicably. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON (Peel) said the 
Hon. Premier of Quebec and others of 
that Province had treated the question as 
if it concerned Quebee only, but he thought 
that Ontario should also be thought of. 
The motion of the hon. member for 
Chateauguay was simply one of those fink 
movements for which he was so celebrated, 
but he did not think he would catch any 
of the representatives of Ontario in the 
net he had prepared for them. ‘That hon. 
gentleman had made a motion which he 


well knew to amount to a vote of want of | 


confidence in the Government, and he 
(Mr. Cameron) for one was certainly not 
prepared to agree to such a vote in this 
case. His view of the case was that On- 
tario had a perfect rigat to say that the 
award was legal and valid, and they would 


continue to say so until some competent | 


authority decided otherwise. Ontario hai 
not the slightest desire to come into col- 


lision with Quebec, or to trke from that | 


Province anything to which it was no: 
entitled, but in every case of arbitration, 
the award was invariably  usatis- 
factory to both parties, and 
that was certainly the case now. 
Ifany complaint was to be made against 
the Government, he thought it should be 
on the part of Ontario, on account of the 
award not being acted upon. The Gov- 
ernment had however intimated that it 
was not desirable that the award should 
be carried into effect until a competent 
authority had pronounced upsn it, and he 
believed the majority of the people of 
Ontario were willing that such should be 
done. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—No, no. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON said, of course 
h» merely expressed his personal belief in 
the matter, but he thought the majority 
in Ontario were satisfied, because the effect 
of the enquiry, if it maintained the award, 
would be to give them all they contended 
for, and if that award had created those 
heartburnings of which the gentlemen 
from Quebec had spoken, the people of 


Mr. Delorme. 


Ontario would be most willing to agree to 
some mode of arrangement which would 
remove these heartburnings. He believed 
that the two Arbitrators had given a fair 
and honest award according to their judg- 
ment. With regard to the point raised by 
the Premier of Quebec in connection with 
the assets, that the word jointly in the Act 
meant equally, and thit the assets could 


not therefore come within the powers of 


the{Arbitrators. He might say the Arbi- 
trator for Quebec had agreed with the Ar- 
bitrators for Ontario and the Dominion in 
the discussion arrived at on that question. 
He believed that the present difficulties 
never would have arisen if the Quebec 
Arbitrator had remained in his position, 
dissenting from the award if he thought 
proper, instead of throwing up the whole 
matter, and leaving it inthe hands of the 
others to decide as best they might. Re- 
ferring to the amendment of the hon. 
member for Caateauguay, he asked how 
could the representatives of Ontario say 
that they regretted Government had not 
taken action as stated in that amendment, 
when they insisted on the validity of the 
decision already made by the arbitrators. 
How could they agree to set asile the 
rights of Ontario under that award without 
having any decision on the matter from a 
competent judicial authority? They could 
not do so. The people of Ontario might 
be, and he believed they were rather than 
there should be any heartburnings, pre- 
pared to deal with Quebec fairly and hon- 
estly, and although they hid a perfect 
right t» go to the Government and say 


; you ought to have acted upon and carried 


out the award that bas been made, they 
were willing to wait till such time as a 
julicial opinioa should be given, and they 
would also be willing to allow the Pro. 
vince of Quebec the greatest possible lati 
tude as to the questions to be submitted 
to the judicial Committee, that should be 
called upon to decide—for the people of 
Ontario felt thit if they were not legally, 
equitably and morally entitled to whit the 
award had given them, they would rather 
not have it. Why then should there be 
any hesitation on the part of Quebec? 
Referring to the amendment of the Min- 
ister of Militia, as to the House not desir- 
ing to express an op.nion, he thought it 
should not desire to express an opinion 
until it was thoroughly acquainted with 
the matter. The case was complicated in 
its nature and would require careful study 
for hours and days before a fair con- 
clusion could be arrived at. He thought 
moreover that the House should not 
express its opinion which would not 
amount to a decision, but that the ques- 
tion should be settled in the only way in 
which it could be settled, namely by sub- 
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mitting it to a Judicial Committee. 


Arbitration 
If the 


- gentlemen from Quebec were so confident 


that law and equitv was in their favor, 
why were they afraid to go kefore that 
Committee? Ontario was not afraid as 
they believed the award could be sus— 
tained in equity, in fact, and in law, but 
if it should prove to be bad, they would 
not press its being carried out, and Que- 
bec might rely on their generosity to do 
neither harm nor injustice and to take 
away nothing to which they bad not a per— 
fect right. He could not vote for the 
amendment of the hon. member for Cha- 
teauguay, even if ithad not implied a vote 
of want of confidence in the Government. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said the hon. 
member for Peel had alluded to the posi- 
tion assumed by the Quebec arbitrator, 
and also to what he had said about |the 
assets, and he could not allow those aliu- 
sions to pass without a few remarks. He 
(Mr. Cameron) had not only alluded to the 
question of the assets being taken into 
consideration, bus to the distribution of 
the assets, and he said that the terms of 
the Union Act implied that if the assets 
were divided, they should be divided 
equally. That was the position he had 
taken, and both questions could still be 
brought before the Privy Council. The 
disproportion in the division of the assets 
Was most extraordinary. He admitted 
that the member for Peel had shown a 
very great spirit of moderation and conci- 
liation and he only replied because he felt 
that he must set the Government of Que- 
bec right in its conduct in the arbitration. 
The member for Peel had accused the 
Quebec arbitrator of throwing up his po- 
sition at a wrong time, but such was not 
the case. Their arbitrator had held strong 
views on the question of taking into con-— 
sideration the old debt, and he resigned 
not only because his views on that point 
were putaside but because sucha judgment 
was given as shut the door to any consider. 
ation of the views he held, and because 
that judgment, by amost extraordinary 
contradiction, took as a basis for the ap- 
portionment, the origin of the lecal debt, 
The Quebec arbitrator therefore consider- 
ed that it was no use for him to remain 
tnere after such a decision. He read an 
extract from the dissent of Mr. Justice 
Day, confirmatory of what he had said. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL understood 
that the point raised by the hon. member 
for Peel was that the whole of the Arbi- 
trators had agreed that the word ‘jointly”’ 
should not be taken to mean equally. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON explained that 
what he had said was, that the question 
submitted to the Arbitrators was that by 
the terms of the Act the assets were set- 
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tled, and did not come within their juris. ° 
diction, and that finally the Arbitrators 
had agreed unanimously that they did 
come within their jurisdiction. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON here suggested that 
it being six o’clock the House should ad- 
journ, it being understood that the debate 
should be continued after recess, so that 
it might be settled. | 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER thought it 
much better that the debate should be 
adjourned till Monday, as the papers being 
now in the hands of the members, they 
would by that time have had an oppor- 
tunity of considering the question, and 
there being no other important business 
before tae House, he moved that the 
House should adjonrn till three o’clock 
to-morrow. 


The House then adjourned. 


Award. 


THE SENATE, 


Fripay, 10th March, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


Hon. Messrs. FOSTER, MACPHERSON, 
and CHRISTIE presented petitions. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS laid on the table a re- 
turnasked for by Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. 
Just respecting the Post Office at Riviére 
Ouelle. 


Hon Mr. WARK gave notice of a mo- 
tion in reference to the amount of tonnage 
duty collected at Richibuctou. 


CAPE BRETON MATTERS. 


Hon. Mr. BOURINOT made the follow- 
ing enquiry of the Government :—When 
will the report of the Engineer of the De- 
partment of Public Works, in reference to 
the proposed improvement of Mabou Har- 
bour and False Bay Beach, Mire, in the 
Island of Cape Breton, be submitted to- 
Parliament, and whether it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to prosecute 
those works? In making the enquiry, the 
hon. gentleman said that whilst he had 
the honour of a seat in the Legislature of 
Nova Scotia, he had been the first to call at- 
tention to the desirability of improving 
the Harbour of Mabou. Hehad presented 
many memorials on the subject, and re- 
ceived the thanks of the people of that 
section of the island for the interest he 
had taken in the project. Since he had 
given notice of the enquiry he had seen, 
with much gratification, that an appro- 
priation of $18,000 was made in the 
estimates towards the carrying out of that 
important public undertaking; and there- 
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fore his enquiry had been answered to a 
certain extent. He was not aware wheth- 
er there was any report to be submitted; 
it was probable that the work was to be 
prosecuted under the Report which was 
presented last year. As respects False 
Bay Beach, he understood that Mr. 
Boyd had been sent to survey the locality, 
and that there would be a report on 
the subject. He had hoped that a sum 
would also have been appropriated for the 
improvement of that place, as well as for 
the enlargement of the St. Peter’s Canal, 
especially as large amounts were devoted 
to the Welland and St. Lawrence system of 
canals. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
report of the engineer respecting False 
Bay Beach was now in the hands of the 
Government, and would be submitted to 
Parliament at an early day. The answer 
to the other question, had been given by 
the hon. gentleman himself, when he stat- 
ed that there was a sum of $18,000, in the 
estimates for the work. When that item 
came before the House, it would learn 
what would be the actual cost of the work. 
Therefore, in voting the $18,000, the House 
would sanction the completion of the 
whole work. Last year, there had been 
an appropriation of $5,000, but the House 
was not then informed as to the probable 
cost of the work, and it was therefore 
thought advisable to wait until further 
information could be given on the subject. 
It was now believed that $18,000 was as 
much as could be judiciously expended 
during the current year, 


Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said that pro. 
bably few persons were aware of the 
great importance of the work which 
would give a good harbour to a long 
line of coast, extending from Cape North 
to Port Hawkesbury, and prove a boon to 
the people of a fine agricultural portion of 
the Province of Nova Scotia, 


PRINTING. 


Hon. Mr, SANBORN presented fourth 
and fifth reports of the Joint Committee 
on the printing of Parliament. ‘The fourth 
report simply refers to the printing of 
certain public documents. The fifth re. 
portrecommends that Messrs. Hunter, Rose 
& Co, be relieved from their contract for 
binding, in accordance with their petition, 
and that it be given to Mr. A, Mortimer, 
who furnishes the necessary securities. 

Moved that the report be taken into 
consideration on Monday next. 


MANITOBA. 


In pulsurince with the order of the day, 
Hon Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 


Hon. Mr. Bourinot. 
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reading of: an Act to extend to the Pro- 
vince of Manitoba certain of the criminal 
laws now in force in the other Provinces of 
the Dominion, and in doing so stated that 
all the Acts enumerated in the first clause 
had been carefully considered by the pre- 
sent Judge of that country—Judge John. 
son—and that that portion of the Act was 
really of his framing. In addition to that 
clause, it was thought proper to provide 
that any person on his trial could demand 
a jury, composed of at least one half of 
either English or French. 1t was also pro- 
vided that in the absence of a peniteniary, 
the common gaol, or other place of con- 
fnement in the Province of Manitoba, 
might be used for that purpose. 

The Bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. 

The Hous2 then adjourned until six 
o’clock on Monday evening next. 


Business. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Fripay, March 10th, 1871}. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 

After routine. 

Hon. Mr ABBOTT introduced a Bill re- 
specting the Merchants’ Bank. 

Mr. D. A. MACDONALD introduced a 
Bill for the construction of a railway from 
Coteau Landing to Ottawa city. 


Mr. PICARD introduced a Bill to incor. 
porate the Fredericton and St. Mary’s 
Bridge Railway Company. 

Hon. J. H CAMERON introduced a Bill 
to amend and explain the Act to amend 
the Charter of the Ontario Bank; Also a 
Bill to amend the Charter of the Dominion 
Bank. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER introduced 
& Bill to amend the Act further deciding 
the independence of Parliament. He ex- 
plained that the principal provision of the 
Bill was to restore the independence of 
members as it was under the regime of 
the old Parliament of Canada, viz: that 
the Government could not employ an- 
nually, monthly, temporarily, or at all, 
any member having a seat in the House: 
Also Bill to amend Act respecting Militia 
and Defence. He explained that the Bill 
was to extend the Militia Act to Manitoba 
and British Columbia. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CAKTIER laid on the 
table a correspondence between the Do- 
minion Government and Revy’d Morley 
Punshon, concerning the appointment of 
Chaplains to the Red River expedition. 
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The correspondence between himself (Sir 
George) and Mr. Punshon was also includ- 
ed (hear, hear). 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
every Wednesday during the remainder 
of the session be a (tovernment day.—Car. 
ried. 

A Bill from the Senite respecting Mani- 
toba was read a first time. 


The House then went into Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


Mr. HOLTON suggested that the Finance 
Minister should make his statement with 
the Speaker in the Chair (hear, hear). 


THE BUDGET. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, in rising to 
make his financial statement, moved that 
the Speaker leave the chair. He said 1 am 
deeply sensible, sir, of the importance of 
the duty which devolves upon me on this 
occasion, and as I am fully conscious of my 
inability to discharge this duty in a man- 
ner satisfactory to myself, I can hardly 
hope to be able to discharge it with satis- 
faction to the members of this House. I 
therefore feel it necessary to throw myself 
upon their indulgence, assuring them I 
will do everything in my power to place 
before this House and the country a state- 
ment of the exact financial position of the 
Dominion. J regret very much that some 
important members of the House are ab-— 
sent on this occasion, because a great deal 
of discussion took place during the recess 


upon the subject of the finances, 
and by some of those gentlemen 
statements were made, calculated in 
my humble opinion, seriously to 


alarm the people of the country with 
regard to its financial state ; and I felt it 
my duty myself to take an early opportu- 
nity, almost the only opportunity that | 
had during the recess—of affirming that 
those statements were grossly incorrect, 
and of pledging myself that, if I lived to 
meet one hon. gentleman (not now here) 
in Parliament, I should expose the mis- 
statements he had made on this subject. 
Now, during the recess, at a large public 
meeting which was held in a western 
county, it was affirmed that it was impos- 
sible forany man to take up the public 
accounts and ascertain the amount of the 
debt; that the Government knew there 
was an annual deficit, and that if they im- 
posed taxation to the extent necessary to 
meet the public requirements they would 
be called to account, and that therefore 
they sought to hide the true state of affairs. 
And it was said, in addition, that on this 
ground there existed a reason or motive 
on the part of the Government for fram- 


ing the Insurance Bill passed in 1868, and 
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that the effect of it was to place $4, 460, - 
429 in the hands of the Government, 
which represented a large increase of the 
public debt from that source. I felt it my 
duty to endeavor, when the public ac- 
counts for last year were presented, to 
have a statement carefully compiled, 
showing the exact state of the public debt, 
at the time of the Union on the Ist July, 
1867, and also at the period of 1870, This 
statement has been some time in the 
hands of hon. members, and it will be seen 
from it, that, so far from it being correct 
as to a great increase of the public debt, 
the total increase of the debt 
since Confederation has been but $2,481- 
101.71, while there has been, during the 
same period, an expenditure on account 
of public works, chargeable to capital ac- 
count, of $4,754,335.08, leaving a capital 
expenditure for the three years of ¢2 278,- 
234.79. I think this is a very satisfactory 
state of things. (Cheers.) In order to re- 
remove all possible ground of exception to 
this statement—because we have had dis- 
cussions during last session about the man- 
ner in which certain items were charged to 
capital account of public works—I would 
throw over the public works altogether, 
the ordinary public works, although it 
was expressly understood they were to be 
so charged. Authority was given to bor- 
row money for the completion of those 
public works. However, [ will dispense 
with them, and confine myself to two par- 
ticular items, about which there can be no 
possibility of doubt. There was an expen- 
diture upon the Intercolonial Railway of. 
$1,778,450, and upon the acquisition and 
Opening up of the North West, specially 
provided for by loans, and which expendi- 
ture amounted on the 30th June to $1,- 
828,877, making together a total of $3,607,- 
327. But the aggregate increase of the 
debt was but $2,267,234. A great deal was 
said on the subject of the Insurance Com- 
panies’ deposits. The most sinister mo- 
tives on this subject were attributed to 
the Government. It was asserted the de- 
posits or guarantees were not exacted for 
the protection of the public so much as 
for the obtainment of money by the Govern- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Hear, hear. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—I believe that at 
present very few have any reason to think 
so, or that it was other than a most desirable 
think that in the interest of the country 
there should have been this protection to 
policy-holders provided by the Act, more 
especially as regards foreign Insurance 
Companies. I only refer to this matter at 
present because it has been so prominent- 
ly raised. lt was stated in that speech to 
which [ have ‘referred, delivered in the 
West, and, doubtless to the belief of 
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every hearer—because there was nothing | 
but cheers and laughter throughout the 
address—that Government had got hold of 
all the money required by tne Act, 
amounting to $4,460,429, while it appeared 
by the last return, made up to that time, 
that the total the Government had re- 
ceived was but $1,837,000. This is the 
sort of accuracy that characterised the 
statements of that speech. (Cheers.) I 
frankly admit that four millions is the 
amount the Insurance Companies have 
deposited, but a great portion of their se- 
curities are in British Consols, United 
States securities, and Government deben- 
tures of various kinds, all of which pro- 
duced no effect upon the public debt; so 
that the amount I have already given 
($1,837,000) is the amount actually paid 
into the Government and invested in 
Dominion stock. A similar erroneous 
statement was made with regard to the 
Savings Bank. It was alleged the Post 
Office Savings Banks gave the Government 
$2,387,650, whereas they yielded but 
$1,859,000. An old story was, on the 
occasion I refer to, raked up in relation to 
the Intercolonial Railway Loan. It was 
asserted the money ($6,575,410) intended 
for the building of the road was diverted 
to Government uses. The same remark 
applied, it was said, to the Great Western 
Railway Bonds. This subject of the In- 
tercolonial Railway has been so often dis- 
cussed, so much has been made of it, that 
it may not be uninteresting, after all that 
has taken place to explain the state of 
the matter, As to the Imperial Loan, 
the people in England were led to 
believe that the money had actually been 
taken to build the edifices in which 
we are now sitting. All sorts of stories 
were told on this subject, while the 
fact is the whole amount of the Imperial 
Loan is bearing interest and on deposit in 
the Bank ready for use when required for 
railroad purposes. (Cheers.) The whole 
amount of the Exchequer Bonds,—those 
wonderful bonds,—which at one time was 
represented at $6,600,000, is only 339,660, 
which will be paid out as the Intercolonial 
Railway advances. I think the honorable 
gentleman who preceded me in office 
adopted a wise policy when he paid 
our debts, some of which bore six and some 
seven per cent. interest, with money 
borrowed so cheaply, and knowing 
perfectly that, long before it was wanted, 
_ it would come back from sources about 

which there was no doubt whatever, Some 
of these sources are those to which refer- 
ence has been made now—the Savings 
Banks, Insurance Deposits, and Great Wes- 
tern Railway Bonds —all of which it 
was quite certain would be realised in due 
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course. To have allowed this money to 
have remained, as it was contended by 
hon. gentlemen of the Opposition it 
should have, at an interest of 13 to 2 per 
cent. in London, instead of paying with it 
debts carrying a high rate of interest, 
would have been, in my opinion, a mast 
mistaken policy. (Cheers.) But the pub- 
lic debt was not the only subject which 
engaged the attention of the meeting to 
which I have referred. There was a serli- 
ous charge made with regard to the Civil 
Service—namely : that there has been an 
increase of nearly $70,000 in two years, 
owing to the naturally bad system of gov- 
ernment that existed under the coalition. 
The statement as to this extraordinary 
increase was a total mistake. One cause 
of the error—because I| will not suppose 
any intentional misrepresentation was 
made—was taking the actual expenditure 
in one year and comparing it with the 
estimate in another year. I cannot better 
show the fallacy of such a mode of calcu- 
lation than by merely adverting to the 
fact that in the very last year the estimate 
for Civil Government was $701,051.66, 
whereas the expenditure was $620,348.73, 
showing a reduction of $80,702,938. There 
are many items comprised under the head 
Civil Service, and unless a just comparison 
is made it is impossible to arrive at a sat- 
isfactory result. Iam not going to deny 
there has been an increase in the Civil 
Service outlay. Ido not want to shrink 
from the admission of the fact, nor from 
the defence of this increase. It is utterly 
impossible ina country like this, whose 
business is developing at such a rate, to 
avoid this increase. J will take for in- 
stance, the Department in which the 
greatest increase, I believe has taken 
place-—-namely, the Post Office Depart- 
ment. Not only has there been a very 
great addition to the work in this Depart- 
ment, through the new Post Office Savings. 
Banks’ system, which alone is a very im- 
portant addition, but there has been no 
less, since Confederation, than ten per 
cent. of new post offices added to the ser- 
vice. In the Post Office service the in- 
crease of expenditure rose from $41,000 in 
1866-7 to $52,000. This is the Department 
where the greatest augumentation has 
taken place. But is it possible, in a De- 
partment where such an immense increase 
of business and revenue appears as in the 
Inland Revenue Department and the Cus- 
toms, which have augumented at a most 
extraordinary rate, and are still augument- 
ing, that they could go on with the same 
old limited staff 2? (Cheers.) Then there 
1s another Department which has shown a 
very large increase of business—I mean 
the Agricultural—with its labors in regard 
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trifling increase in the expenses in connec- 
tion with these branches of the service, 
which I am sure will be found not to have 
proved in any sense excessive. (Cheers), 

I referred last year, sir, to the very sat— 
isfactory position of this country as com- 
pared with that of other countries—our 
immediate neighbors to the south of us, 
and the Mother country,---both with re- 
gard tothe rate of taxation and the amount 
ofdebt. I will not trouble the House by 
going any further into that matter now, 
but there is one point which I think is 
deserving of attention, in reference to the 
position of the country, and that is that 
Canada has in the last year, with regard 
to its business transactions with the 
Mother Country, risen from the rank of 
No. 11 in the list to that of No. 8. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER-- Hear, hear. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—The ex- 
ports to Canada exceed those to Russia, 
China, Brazil, and Turkey, all countries 
having a very large trade with Great 
Britain. But there is a very important 
fact in connection with this, which should 
not be lost sight of, that there is no coun- 
try which trades with England that re- 
ceives from her so large a proportion of 
her goods as Canada in proportion to her 
population. (Cheers.) I have ascertained 
from statistics that the United States with 
forty millions of people, took during the 
last nine months, the returns of which [ 
have been able to get, £20,000,000 worth 
of goods, being at the rate of ten shillings 
per head of the population. During the 
same period, Canada with four million of 
people, took £6,000,000 worth, being at 
the rate of £1 10s. per head, or exactly 
three times as much for our population as 
the United States. (Cheers). 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Each of us 
worth three Americans. (Laughter). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS--—When you 
look to other lands which are put down as 
being the great countries with which there 
is trade, British India, for instances, which 
stands very high after the United States, 
the difference is even greater. It must 
be remembered that British India has a 
population of 155,000,000, and, therefore, 
the exports to that country amount to 
about two shillings per head. Russia re- 
ceives ls. 6d. per head; Germany, which 
also stands very high in the list, about 
eight shillings per head; so that we have 
the satisfaction of knowing that this coun- 
try is the one, which, in proportion to its 
population, carries on the most commerce 
of any country in the world. (Cheers.) 
This is a very satisfactory statement of our 
relations with the Mother Country. I 
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desire, sir, in reference to the public debt, 
before closing my remarks on that branch 
of the subject, to make some reference to 
a work which I have no doubt is familiar 
to nearly every member in this House, 
but which I am sure they cannot be too 
often reminded: of in connection with this 
matter. I think it is important to call 
their attention to it at this moment, be- 
cause the probability is, that at no distant 
day, looking at the state of public opinion, 
that works of considerable magnitude will 
be undertaken, and it is important that 
people should not be alarmed as to the 
state of the finances—that they should 
not be alarmed at a debt, which, consider- 
ing the resources of the country, Il own I 
do not look upon with the slightest appre- 
hension. I wish, sir, to call attention to 
that celebrated passage in Macaulay’s 
History of England, where a reference is 
made to the English debt, In describing 
the History of the period when that debt 
first originated, he refers in most eloquent 
terms to the state of public opinion at 
various times as to the public debt of the 
nation. He says: 

‘‘ Such was the origin of that debt which 
has since become the greatest prodigy 
that ever perplexed the sagacity and con- 
founded the pride of statesmen and phil- 
osophers. At every stage inthe growth 
of that debt the nation has set up the 
same cry of anguish and despair. At 
every stage in the growth of that debt it 
has been seriously asserted by wise men 
that bankruptcy and ruin were at hand. 
Yet still the debt went on growing, and 
still bankruptcy and ruin were as remote 
AS. OVER) Thi t vari aon Less. 2 Loony 
was the view that George Grenville, a 
Minister eminently diligent and practical, 
took of our financial situation. The na- 
tion must, he conceived, sink under a debt 
of one hundred and fifty millions, unles a 
portion of the load were borne by the 
American colonies. The attempt to lay a 
portion of the load on the American Co- 
lonies produced another war. ‘That war 
left us with an additional one hundred mil- 
lions of debt,and without the colonies whose 
aid had been represented as indispens- 
ible. Again England was given over, and 
again the strange patient persisted in be- 
coming stronger and more blooming in 
spite of all the diagnostics and prognostics 
of State physicians, As she had been vis- 
ibly more prosperous with adebt of one 
hundred and fifty millions than with a 
debt of fffty millions, so she was visibly 
more prosperous with a debt of two hun- 
dred and fifty millions. Soon, however, 
the wars which sprang from the French 
Revolution, and which far exceeded incost 
any that the world had ever seen, tasked 
the powers of public credit to the utmost. 
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When the world was again at rest, the 
funded debt of England amounted to eight 
hundred millions. If the most enlighten- 
ed man had been told, in 1792, that in 
1815, the interest on eight hundred mil- 
lions would be duly paid to the day at the 
bank, he would have been as hard of be- 
lief as if he had been told that the Govern. 
ment would be in possession of the Lamp of 
Aladdin, or of the purse of Fortunatus 
* * = * * * The beggared, the bank- 
rupt society not only proved able to meet 
all its obligations, but, while meeting 
those obligations grew richer and richer so 
fast, that the growth could almost be dis- 
covered by the eye. In every country we 
saw wastes recently turned into gardens; 
in every city we saw new streets and 
squires, and markets, more brilliant lamps, 
more abundant supplies of water in the 
suburbs cf every great seat of industry ; 
we saw villas mul.iplying fast each embos- 
omed in its gay little paradise of lilacs and 
roses. While shallow politicians were re- 
peating that the energies of the people 
were borne down by the weight of the pub- 
lic burdens, the first burden was perform- 
ed by steam on a railway. Soon the island 
was intersected by railways. A sum ex- 
ceeding the whole amount of the national 
debt at the end of the American war was, 
ina few yeirs, voluntarily expended by 
this ruined people on viaducts, tunnels, 
embankments, bridges, stations and en- 
gines. Meanwhile, taxation was almost 
constantly becoming lighter and lighter, 
yet still the exchequer was full. It may 
be now atlirmed without fear of contradic- 
tion that we finl it as easy to pay the 
interest of eizht hundred millions as our 
ancestors found it, a century ago, to pay 
the interest of eight millions.”’ 

He goes on :—* A long experience justi- 
fies us in believing thit England may in 
the 20th century be better able to pay a 
debt of 1,600 millions than she is at the 
present time to bear her present load.” 
Now, sir, have we nothing to show ot a 
similar kind? Why, sir, I hada statement 
put into my hand the other day which I 
have not had an opportunity of verifying, 
but [ have no doubt it is substantially cor- 
rect and carefully prepared. It gives the 
following figures. In the year 182%, just 
a couple of years before I came to Canada, 
the population of the whole Home District 
was only 21,329, and the entire assessed 
value of property amounted to $1,269, 252. 
That district, sir, the capital of which was 
then Little York, with a population of 
4,000, comprised York and Simcoe. 
the present time thatsame division his 
the city of Toronto, three Ridings of 
York, two Ridings of Simcoe, two Ridings 
of Ontario and the County of Peel. The 
population in 1861 had risen from 21,329 
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to 218,000, and I dare say, in a few weeks, 
we will find that the increase during the 
past ten years had b2en in even a greater 
ratio. In 1861 the assessed value of pro- 
perty had risen from $1,269,254 to the 
enormous extent of $69,077,000—an 
amount not very far short of the whole 
amount of the Dominion debt. Well, sir, 
I think we find the country progressing in 
a very satisfactory manner. This is only 
one instance, and I believealmostas great 
progress has been made in other parts of 
Province of Ontario. Iam sure there is 
no part of the Province of Ontario where 
one sees greater signs of improvement and 
progress than in the city of Montreal, (hear, 
hear). I havenot had suchan opportunity 
of judging of the increase in other parts of 
the country, but there is not the smallest 
doubt that the development of railways, 
added to our splendid water communica- 
tions—that these have tended to make 
this country advance in a ratio which is 
not exceeded in any other country in 
the world. (Cheers), I have now, Sir, to 
come to the really important part of my 
duty, but having explained exactly, what 
the real increase of the debt is—that, in 
point of fact, although the debt has, ap- 
parently, increased very much, at the 
same time the assets have also very con- 
siderably increased, and that the real 
bona fide addition to the debt is, as I have 
said, something under $2;500,00U since 
Confederation. I will now, Sir, come to 
the transactions of the year which has 
just closed, as shown by the public ac- 
counts. The estimates made by my pre- 
decessor of the revenue for that year was 
$14,650,000, and he estimated there 
would be a surplus of about $300,000. It 
has turned out that this estimate has 
been very largely exceeded, that the actu- 
al receipts were $15,512,225, showing a 
surplus over the estimate of $862,225. 
The expenditure, on the other hand, shows 
an apparent saving of $544,595.54, but 
there is a sum of $209,656.69 which should 
have been applied to the Sinking Fund of 
that year, but was not carried to the ac- 
count during the year, and therefore, falls 
into the current year, so that that strictly 
speaking, ought to be deducted from that 
amount. There are also certain public 
works which were not constructed, and it 
is not fair to treat the money appropriated 
for them, but still unexpended, as a sav- 
The result of itis that the money is 
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and it is strictly speaking, saved, as the 
works will have to be constructed another 
year. By that means the actual expendi- 
ture was brought down to $14,345,409.98. 
The actual receipts for the year having 
been $15,612 225, there was, therefore, an 
excess of $1,166,816, but from that is to 
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_ be deducted a further sum. I would re- 
_ mind my honorable friend opposite, that 
great complaints were made last year, with 
reference to certain items in the public 
accounts. There were charges against 
the public works which, it was said, ought 
not to have been made against capital, 
but should have been charged against in- 
come. It very often happens that there 
isa good deal of difficulty in classifying 
these items under the head of public works, 
and I have been always sensible that there 
has been ground, at all events, for com- 
plaints on that score. I have, however, 
caused the sum of $164,988.18 to be written 
off against Consolidated Fund—or to be 
taken from capital account and transferred 
to inc.me on account since the accounts 
were published, If any hon. gentleman has 
got the public accounts, 1 could at once 
refer him to the place. It will be found 
at page 17Tofthe Public Accounts. There 
are @ number of items, such as stores in 
excess of issues since June, 1870, amount- 
ing to $36,152.66, another amount on the 
Parliamentary Departmental Buildings in 
Ottawa,—that account has always been 
treated as capital account in consequence 
of the buildings themselves having been 
constructed on capital account—but still 
there are several items in that such as 
care of grounds, payment of clerks, &c. 
The aggregate amount is $39, 921.19; and 
there is another item of the various 
charges connected with the Welland and 
Cornwall canals of $88,914.33. Those items 
have all been carried to capital account in 
reduction of that amount; but it is satis. 
factory to know that there is really an 
actual surplus of nearly $1,000,000 on the 
transactions of the year. I desire to call 
attention to the manner in which that 
surplus has been attained, and how our 
Estimates were at fault. In that year 
there was an excess of revenue over the 
preceding year, in the articles of sugar and 
molasses alone, of $371,000. Tea was in 
excess, $224,000; brandy, gin, and spirits, 
$135,000; wine, $40,000; iron aad hard- 
ware, $35,000 ;—the total being $905,000. 
There was, also, an increase in Excise of 
$909,594. (Hear, hear.) In this way we 
got, then, a large surplus for the year 
1870. Ishall now come to the current 
year. The estimates for the year—the 
original estimates I made last year were 
$8,600,000 for Customs; to that we added 
$950,000 asan estimate for the new duties, 
giving an aggregate of $9,550,000. Ac: 
cording to our present estimates, we 
believe that the Customs Revenue for the 
current year will reach $10,500,000, giving 
an excess over our estimates of $850,000. 
Here, again, | will call attention to the 
_ articles in which this increase has taken 
place. 
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great increase took p'ace in the previous 
year 1869 and 1870. During that year, 
there was no material increase, in fact, I 
am not sure there was any in the great 
staple articles of cotton and woollens, from 
which a very large revenue is derived; 
they were about the same as the previous 
year. But during the past half year, we 
find there has been an increase in a 
number of articles—nearly all staple 
articles—of import, of which some of the 
articles to which I have referred, bear a 
very small part. But there is no material 
increase in the tea duty ; in the sugar duty 
there is an increase of $61,000, in brandy 
there is an increase Over the previous year 
of $83,000; gin, $45,000; wine, $30,000; 
cigars, $22,000. There is also a very con- 
siderable increase during this current year, 
on some other articles—namely, on wool- 
lens, $261,000; on cottons, $126,000; on 
silks. $63,000. ‘There is, also, an increase 
on many other items, making altogether 
an increase of $858,000 in the first six 
months. (Hear, hear.) In Customs there 
will ke a very considerable increase he- 
yond what we anticipated. the Excise 
will give $775,000 above the estimate. 
The estimate on spirits was $2,375,000, 
we expect $2,750,000. We expect from 
malt, $250,000; and tobacco, $630,000; 
and we also anticipate an increase from 
petroleum. We expect $4,200,v00 from 
Excise, giving us a surplus above the 
estimates of $775,000. I expect to get 
$25,000 from stamps, and smaller sums 
from miscellaneous items, with which I 
need not now occupy the attention of the 
House. ‘The total result will be to give us 
a revenue daring the year of $17,860,000. 
In the estimates for the year $15,000,000 
is the sum stated to be needed, but there 
are some items to beadded. For instance, 
the sinking fund of the previous year, 
which falls due the present year, though it 
does not belong to this year. Some 
balances will also be carried forward. 
For frontier expenses, the sum of $119,000 
will have to be added. The total sum 
therefore would be $15 588,927, as the 
aggregate estimate. I may here state, 
that there is some addition to the subsidies 
in consequences of the new Province of 
Manitoba being brought into the Dominion, 
and also a charge in connection with the sil- 
ver, boih of which will amount to $311,616 ; 
so that the aggregate estimate we calculate 
may reach $15,900,543, There may yet 
be some saving. I find there is an estimat- 
ed saving in the Militia of $295,000; but 
against that I am rather inclined to think 
that the Minister of Militia has a supple. 
mentary estimate. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON.—Hear, hear. 

Hon, Sir F. HINCKS.—This supplemen- 
tary estimate will more than adsorb that 
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amount. But still there is a saving on the | 
Militia Estimates of last session. The | 
estimates for premium and discount will be 
reduced by $10,000; nearly all the exchange 
bought the present year being under par. 
There has been a saving in miscellaneous 
items under the head of ‘ unforeseen 
expenses.” In the charges for Public 
Works, we expect to save $75,000 ; alto- 
gether we anticipate a saving of $433,470; 
which will leave us an annual expen- 
diture for this year of $15,467,373. 
That, deducted from the estimated 
revenue, as taken from the best informa- 
tion, will leave us a surplus of $1,892,627 
for the current year; from that we will 
have to deduct anything that may be | 
voted by Parliament for the services of 
the current year. [ have now to approach 
the year thatis to come—the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1872. In the estimates 
which have been submitted, it will be 
found that the aggre gate amount, including 
what is provided by permanent acts is 
$25,682,000. Of that sum, $7,846,900 
belong to Public Works, chargeable against 
capital—such as the Intercolonial Railway. 
Deducting that sum for Public Works 
there will remain $17,835,472 ; and from 
that two deductions are to be made—one 
the amount of redemption of debt to the | 
amount of $1,040,000, which will be re- 
deemed during the year, There is, 
besides a re-vote of $400,000, for the 
North West, which, of course, is already 
provided for by the Act, as a charge on 
capital, The aggregate of these is $1,440,- 
000, leaving the estimates at $16,394,000. 
That is a large estimate, certainly, and it 
is in excess of what it has been usual to 
bring down. Therefore it is desirable to 
call attention to the leading items in it, 
which have an unusual character. In the 
first place, there isa large item for the 
taking of the census, an item of $360,000. 
Then there isa special amount required 
for the purposes of the Militia—the sum of 
$276,000—not for ordinary militia services, 
but for the purchase of various arms, under 
an arrangement of a very desirable kind, 
made with the Imperial Government, 
There is another item which is of quite an 
unusual character, though it will have to 
appear in the estimates—the item of $50,- | 
000 fora boundary survey between the 
Province of Manitoba—on the North West 
—and the United States. There has been 
a dispute about this boundary, and a pro- 
position was made to the Imperial Govern- 
ment with reference to having anew sur- 
vey by a joint commission and a joint 
charge. The Imperial Government, under 
all the circumstances, considering the in- 
dependent, or semi-independent state, we 
have become, has dealt with us ina very | 
fair spirit. They have proposed, in ac- 
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cepting the proposition of the United 
States, for a joint survey, to pay one-half 
of the Britishshare of the expenses if we 
paid the other. Under the circumstances, 
this was a reasonable proposition. Weare 
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| interested in the matter, and cannot com- 


plain. The Public Works—chargeable 
against income—are considerably in excess 
of what is the usual charge. This is neces- 
sary, from the construction of several 
public works, which are urgently demand. 
ed. The works are of urgent necessity, 
and trust will, when the time comes, com- 
mend themselves to the favorable consi- 
deration of the House. These items, 
which are quite exceptional, amount to 
$1,186,000 in the aggregate. The question 
now is, what is our position with regard to 
ways and means. I estimate that our re- 
venue will be from Customs $10,000,000 ; 
inland revenue $4,300,000; Post office 
$500,000; Public Works, 1,000,000; Stamps 
$100,000; miscellaneous, $850,000; and, 
taken together the aggregate will be $16.,- 
810,000. I have reason to believe, however, 
that there will be a supplementary 
estimate which will add something to our 
expenditure—about $300,000. My hon. 
friend beside me (Hon. Mr. Morris) has a 
measure to bring forward—a new system of 
weights and measures, the introduction of 
which system will cost about $50,000, ‘There 
are some Other matters connected with the 
Public Works, which we shall have to deal 
with; and we have some items to put on 
yet, which will swell the amount. Still, 
there will be, in the amount of estimated 
revenue, a surplus of $300,000. I think, 
sir, that the statement 1 have made with 
regard to the actual results of the opera- 


tions of the last two years, and my aatici- 


pations of the year to come, are very satis- 
factory ; and possibly there are many 
Members who think they will justify a 
much larger reduction of taxation than the 
Government feel justified in proposing. It 
may, perhaps, seem hardly regular to con. 
sider those points before going into Com- 
mittee of Ways aad Means, stillI may 
mention what we propose to do with re. 
gard to taxation. It will not be found that 


| there is anything very serious contem- 


plated. I dare say there will be some dis- 
appointment expressed by certain Mem- 
bers when they find that their particular 
hobbies are not likely to be realized. But 
I trust I shall be able to give reasons that 
will satisfy even those Members, that at 
the present time, it is not expedient to 
adopt the course which a great many are 
anxious we should adopt. Iam anxious, 
before touching on that subject, to state 
What the Government are prepared to pro- 
pose, 

The very first step to be expected from 
the Government in making a reduction in 
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the duties, would be the removal of the ; 


additional five per cent. on all duties im- 

posed last session. Then the next step 
that would naturally engage our consider- 
ation would be those duties to which so 
much opposition was made last session ; 
I refer to the duties on coaland flour. But 
I fee! quite sure that the House will consi- 
der with me that this is nota suitable time 
for dealing with that question (hear, hear). 
I think a more unfortunate time could not 
be selected for taking up that question. 
At present, as we all know, negotiations 
are going on at Washington, and it is not 
improbable that this very question of du- 
ties, of commercial relations between the 
two countries, will receive cons:deration at 
the hands of the Commissioners. I, there- 
fore, think that alone, if no other reason 
could be offered, is sufficient to prevent 
the Government taking up that subject at 
the present time. It is not on account of 
the great amount of revenue to be derived 
from these articles that the (rovernment 
desire to postpone the consideration of 
the removal of those duties, because 
really and truly if the Government felt it 
advisable at present to deal with that par- 
ticular question, the consideration of re- 
venue would not be a serious one. 
But we may be told “‘if you are not pre- 
pared to deal with those duties, why re- 
fuse to reduce the duty on other ar- 
ticles ?’’ 
dient to do so in the face of tne probable 
large demands which will be made upon 
us for the construction of great public 
works, although the subject of construct- 
ing these great works has not yet engaged 
the consideration of Parliament, it cannot 
be doubted that some of them at least 
will have to be undertaken. I[ do not 
think that it will be contended that the 
taxation now levied on the people is caus. 
ing any public inconvenience, or that any 
serious complaints are being made respect- 
ing it—passing over the particular question 
with regard to the coal and flour duties, 
respecting which I admit there is a consider- 
able amount of dissatisfaction. That 
being the case, and looking to the future 
when we shall have to go into the market 
to borrow money to meet the large expen- 
diture which we will, no doubt, have to 
incur before very long, we thought it ad- 
visable to keep up the revenue so that the 
credit of the country might be increased, 
and we might be able to borrow upon 
more favorable terms than we otherwise 
could. I believe, therefore; that it will be 
found a great deal more advisable to 
avoid taking off any other duties, and 
more especially as it is within the bounds 
of possibility and even of probability that 
the duties on coal and flour will be taken 
off. 
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There has been a constant demand by 
many members of this House, and by va- 
rious sections of the people for a reduc- 
tion of the duties upon various articles 
which are either raw materials, or quasi 
raw materials entering into the manufac- 
tures of the country. I think it is sound 
policy to aid these manufactures in every 
possible way, and that it is exceedingly 


desirable to add these articles to the free 


list. These applications are frequent and 
they are made very often during the re- 
cess of Parliament. We propose to ask 
Parliament to empower the Governor in 
Council from time to time to transfer to 
the free list articles which are used as 
materials in Canadian manufactures. Of 
course @ list of the articles thus trans- 
ferred to the free list by Orders in Council 
will be laid before Parliament within fif- 
teen days of the opening of the next ses— 
sion. I think the House may fairly trust 
the Government with that power, believing 
that it will be exercised with discretion, 
and I feel sure it is a proposition that will 
meet with general satisfaction. There 
then was some difficulty with respect to 
machinery. For a long time machinery 
was admitted free of duty, but last session 
we again placed it in the 15 per cent. list. 
A great many applications are continually 
being made to us upon this subject. On 
the one hand it seems a very unreasonable 
thing that Canadian machinists should be 
subjected to a duty upon the various arti- 
ticles which they import and use in their 
manufactures, and at the same time the 
machinery which they make comes in free 
of dvty. That seems to be very objection- 
able. On that ground we proposed last 
session to put machinery on the 195 per 
cent. list. But it has been represented, 
and there is no doubt of the fact, that itis 
sometimes very important that machinery, 
which is not and cannot be manufactured 
in this country, should be admitted free. 
We propose, therefore, to ask Parliament 
to authorize the Governor in Council to 
admit free of duty any machinery on satis- 
factory evidence, that like machinery is 
not manufactured in this country. Of 


course any provisions under that head 


would also be submitted to Parliament 
within fifteen days after the opening of the 
session. It will be necessary to provide 
for the extension of the customs duties 
which were authorized to be levied in the 
Province of Manitoba to the whole of the 
North-West-Territory. There is but one 
other item at all affecting, I can hardly say 
the revenue, but the commerce of the 
country, to which I will very briefly refer. 
Very strong representations have been 
made to the Government from time to 
time within the last two or three years 
with regird to the necessity of taking some 
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steps to prevent the destruction of hem- 
lock trees which has been going on. In 
relation to this matter 1 may just read a 
statement of facts asset forth in a petition 
to the Governor in Council, and I may add 
that enquiry has been made, and reliable 
persons have assured us that these state- 
ments are substantially true:—‘ Within 
a few years a swarm of speculators have 
carried on to a very large extent the trade 
of exporting bark to the United States, thus 
stripping our forests of all the hemlock 
to an alarming extent. Large quantities 
of well timbered hemlock lands have 
fallen into the hands of speculators, who, 
after taking all the bark, leave the same 
with the timber rotten and totally unfit for 
actual settlement. Trespassers, also, for 
the sake of gain, enter upon unoccupied 
lands belonging to the Crown and to 
individuals and destroy all the hemlock 
timber.’”” Now, there is an extract from 
this hemlock bark, which is exported to 
the United States. The United States 
Government, no doubt very wisely, looking 
entirely to their own interests, have im. 
posed a pretty smart duty upon this ex- 
tract, that is, manufactured in this country, 
but admit hemlock bark duty free. We 
propose to counter-check this action on 
their part by putting a duty of $1.50 a 
cord upon hemlock bark. This is not a 
question really affecting the revenue; we 
neither hope nor expect to get any re- 
venue in this way, nor do we desire it. 
But it is very undesirable that our hem- 
lock trees should be all cut down and the 
bark sent out of the country. I may say 
that while the representations on this sub- 
ject chiefly came from the Eastern Town- 
ships, we received some representations to 
the same effect from the Province of 
Ontario, Under these circumstances the 
Government considered the matter, and 
having reason to believe the truth of the 
representations, they thought it their duty 
at all events to enable the House to decide 
upon it. It is not a matter that they take 
any very warm interest in. They believe 
it is right tomake the proposition, and they 
leave it to the House to deal with it as it 
may see fit, 


These, sir, comprise the statements 
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which I think it necessary to make, and 
have only in conclusion to thank the 
House very sincerely for the attention 
they have given to me (cheers). 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS rose to reply to 
the speaker who followed his budget 
speech, including Sir A. T. Galt, Mr. 
Cartwright, and others. He said—Before 
I make a few remarks on the speech of 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke, I wish 
to say a few words in reply to the remarks 
of the last speaker, the hon. member for 
North Oxford (Mr. Oliver), on the question 
of the public debt. The hon. gentleman 
surely has got a statement before him of 
the exact state and particulars of the 
debt and asssets, and he must see that 
everything is stated there clearly from 
Confederation down to the last fiscal year, 
and that the debt has not increased more 
than the amount actually set down. In 
fact, it is evident there has been a very 
considerable saving, a8 I showed in my 
former remarks—that the increase of 
debt from 1867 has been $2,481,101. I 
have shown that the expenditure from 
capital in purchasing and opening the 
North-West, and in connection with the 
Intercolonial Railway, has been $3,609,337 
(cheers). With regard to the course of 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke, I think 
it has been most unusual ; and nothing has 
been more extraordinary in relation to the 
proceedings of this evening than the 
course taken by the member for Chateau- 
guay, who has been sitting silently dur- 
ing the discussion, but who commenced it 
by proposing to me, as a matter of con- 
venience to the House, that this discus- 
sion should be entered upon with you, sir, 
in the chair, instead of going into Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, as usual. 
Whether the hon. gentleman knew that 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke was going 
to propose a motion equivalent to one of 
want of confidence, Iam unable to say. 
All I do know is, that I would rather oc- 
cupy the position of the Government than 
the position of those hon. gentlemen in 
taking this course (cheers and counter 
cheers). The hon. member tor Sherbrooke 
took a great deal of credit to himself for 
his tariff of 1866, and in referring to the 
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fact that no substantial alteration has been | promising work of public improvements 
made in that tariff, he said, in some re- | [cheers]. I do not hesitate to say, I be- 


spects there had been a departure from 
sound principles. Of course | understand 
why he shrank from naming the particular 
points that constituted a departure from 
the sound principle in question—and if 
the remark had come from the member 
for Lambton or the member for Chateau- 
guay, I might have admitted it bore an 
air of consistency, because they no doubt 
would have condemned everything like a 
duty on articles of food. But not only did 
_ the member for Sherbrooke impose a duty 
upon such articles as fish and oils, but on 
lard, tallow, flour, Indian corn and corn of 
all kinds, meat, butter, cheese, and so 
forth. Yet this was the gentleman who 
accused the Government of a departure 
from sound principle in regard to the pre- 
sent tariff, (cheers). He may shelter him- 
self under the statement that he referred 
to coal. Is that duty a departure from 
sound principle? All I need observe is, 
that I will venture to say that if Confeder- 
ation had existed when he brought in the 
tariff of 1866, coal would have been placed 
side by side with flour, (hear, hear). At 
that time there was no Nova Scotia to con- 
sider, and there was no coal from her 
brought to Canada. Canada was import- 
ing coal from other places, and, no doubt, 
if we had been in the same position last 
session, coal would not have found its 
place in the tariff. Nothing could be 
more unfair than the observations of the 
hon. member with regard to the quota- 
tion I made from Macaulay’s History of 
England. There was nothing in what I 
said to intimate I thought it was desirable 
there should bea great public debt. I 
wanted to show that, notwithstanding 
that great public debt—and let it be ob- 
served, that was contracted almost exclu- 
sively.for carrying on war—and surely no 
one can imagine it isa desirable thing to 
contract debt for such an object—however 
necessary it may be to contract debts for 
the defence of the country—-the mother 
country had increased in wealth and pros- 
Perity. But here we are in very different 
circumstanes. Our debt wsa ccontracted 
not to carry on war, but for the noble, the 


lieve it has been the means of increasing 
largely tne material prosperity of the 
country, and of accelerating its progress, 
(hear, hear]. This debt of ours has not 
been, as the hon. gentleman strove to 
make it appear, a serious disadvantage. 
The hon. member talked a good deal 
about the tendency to speculation re- 
sulting from a debt and loans, and warned 
us anxiously in regard to them; and he 
went on to condemn the municipalities 
for going too fastin giving subsidies to 
railways, andalso the Provincial Govern- 
ments of Ontario and Quebec. I saw an 
announcement, not many weeks ago, that 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke was him- 
self soliciting aid from the Government of 
Quebec for a certain railway. Yet he now 
actually condemns it for its generous 
policy on this subject (cheers). Then, 
however, he was urging that Government 
to go even further than it proposed in its 
contribution (renewed cheers). Moreover, 
one of the conditions of the Union we are 
about consummating with British Columbia 
is the construction of a great railway to the 
Pacific; and surely no one imagines it is 
possible that great work can be built with- 
out material public aid. The hon. mem- 
ber is well aware, besides, that one of the 
terms of the Confederation compact was the 
improvement of the western canals. He 
certainly, therefore, was the last person, 
under the circumstances, who should have 
uttered this warning with regard to the 
public works. Itis not the first time he 
has talked about speculations, extrava- 
gant and improvident expenditure, and so 
fo.th, of the years 1852 to 1854. 


For my own part Iam not prepared to 
defend all the grants and loans wh‘ch were 
contracted in those years with regard to 
the railway improvements, yet I will not 
hesitate to say that I believe that, on the 
whole the expenditure of money which 
took place under the acts to which I refer, 
did tend very much to the improvement 
and advantage of the Province of Ontario, in 
which the expenditure chiefly took place. 
If we are to goon with improvements, it 
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is absolutely impossible that improvements | there, used as a Custom House, is a stand- 


of a larger description can be paid out of 
the ordinary revenue, but it is really a 
little too bad that after all the attacks 
made on the Government from the other 
side of the House for paying too much out 
of capital—that is to say for borrowing 
money for the purpose of making public 
improvements—when we come forward to 
say that we have the means of paying them 
out of our ordinary revenue, and do pay 
them out of that source, it is too bad that 
we are assailed forit. At all events, as far 
as My Own experience goes, I have no 
knowledge of any precedent for this, 
(cheers). What have we had this evening? 
We have had a regular discussion on the 
Estimates, just as if the House were in Com- 
mittee of Supply. We have had all the 
items passed under review, and attacks 
made onthe Government which it is al. 
most impossible in discussion of this kind 
tomeet. Icertainly feel pretty strongly on 
the subject, because the hon. gentleman, 
not content with attacking the Govern- 
ment, has actually assailed me personally 
as Minister of Finance. 


Hon. Sir A, T, GALT—No, no. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes, yes! 
I say yes, for the honorable gentleman at: 
tacked the mode of dealing with the 
finances of the country, and said it was my 
financial policy, (hear, hear). Now, the 
honorable gentleman withdrew last session 
a charge of asimilar kind which he was 
making, when he said he knew very well 
that the Finance Minister was not res- 
ponsible for the Estimates of the Govern- 
ment. I donot want to shrink from the 
responsibility of the Estimates, but I do 
say that it is not a proper charge to bring 
a personal charge against the Minister of 
Finance because the Public Works Depart- 
ment or any other department submit 
Estimates larger than the hon, gentleman 
thinks desirable. The true way is to take up 
these items and ask are they wanted for 
the country or not, (hear, hear). I say 


with regard to the item of $150,000 for the | 


erection of a public building in Toronto, I 
say that the state of the public building 


Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 


| ing disgrace to this country. 


Mr. HARRISON --Hear, hear. 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—There is a 
paltry custom house building that I re- 
collect seeing there twenty years ago that 
is wholly inadequate for the trade of that 
city, where such an enormous portion of the 
revenue of the Dominion is collected (hear, 
hear). And then the Inland Revenue De- 
partment is without any office except a 
hired one in the exchange buildings thou gh 
its officers are obliged to collect an im- 
mense revenue which, with the customs 
revenue, is equal to the whoie amount 
collected in the province when the build- 
ing was erected. I am prepared to vindi- 
cate that vote and every other vote in the 
Public Estimates, and it is not for honor- 
able members to say that the Estimates are 
larger this year than they were last year. 
As I have said, we have been assailed time 
and again when we were not able to make 
improvements without enlarging the debt, 


but now, when we are trying to keep 


down the debt and are paying out of our 


| current revenue those amounts, we are as- 


sailed because our estimates are so large 
(cheers). My honorable friend was oblig- 
ed to admit, because I stated it distinctly, 
that the extraordinary expenses were up- 
wards of a million dollars larger this year. 
There was the census charge. ‘That is 
very large, and any one who thinks of the 
immense territorial extent of the Domi- 
nion will see that itis hardly possible to 
avoid incurring large expenses in this di- 
rection. Now, as to the negotiations at 
Washington - why, sir, the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke is the last member in this 
House who should have said one word upon 
this subject. The hon. member said that 
my remarks were an excuse unworthy of 
a finance minister, and talked of th& du- 
ties which affected our own people and 
said the Government should. legislate for 
them only. But, does the honorable gen- 
tleman remember the year 1866, when he 
was negotiating with the Committee of 
Ways and Means at Washington? When 
he was carrying on negotiations there with 
the evident intention of basing our tariff 
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on that of the United States? Yet, he is 
the very honorable gentleman who now 


¢ 


stands up and tells us that when negotia- 
tions are going on at Washington, and that 
it is a remarkable fact that a repeal of the 
coal duties are hung up in the Senate at 
the present time— 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—No, not hung up! 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes, it is 
so. I have the best authority for it. I 
state it on undoubted authority, and from 
the latest information got by telegram 
this very day from Washington, (hear, 
hear), 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER—The hon. 
member for Chateauguay has only the 
newspapers, you know, (laughter), ° 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I happen to know 
what can and what cannot be done under 
the Constitution of the United States. A 
Bill passed by the late Congress cannot be 
dealt with by the New Senate. It must 
be commenced de novo in the House of Re- 
presentatives. 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I am not 
going to enter into all the points raised 
by the hon. member for Sherbroke, but I 
cannot pass without notice his remarks 
with reference to the West India Commis- 
sion. I recollect perfectly well what took 
place on a former occasion with regard to 
that subject. The honorable member for 
North Lanark who charged him with inac- 


tion was a member of the Government 


for two or three years after that time, 
and yet he did not succeed in getting 
any action taken on. the report of the 
Commissioners. I can only say that I be- 
lieve the principal recommendation of the 
report to be very valuable recommenda- 
tion; but while I say that, while I believe 
it would be most desirable to have better 
communication with the West Indies and 
more intimate commercial relations with 
them, I am not insensible to the difficul- 
ties that have hitherto stood in the way. 
Negotiations have been going on for a con- 
siderable time on the subject, but owing to 
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sidizing a line of steamers, which would 
have fully answered the purpose, was 
thrown back. I can only say that my hon. 
friend and colleague, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, is thoroughly alive to the importance 
of the subject, that he has it constantly in 
view, but he has not yet seen a chance for 
carrying out any efficient scheme. There 
is another point respecting which 1 think 
my honorable friend should have been 
the last member of this House to attack 
the Government, that is: the withdraw- 
al of capital from commercial pur- 
poses. That hon. gentleman who 
projected a scheme for the withdrawal of 
the whole banking circulation of the coun- 
try is about the last person to make an 
attack upon the Government for withdraw- 
ing capital from commercial purposes. 
The main withdrawal of capital from com- 
mercial purposes will be in the form of the 
issue of Dominion notes; and really that 
will be to a very small extent, because, 
although the honorable gentleman has. 
condemned the arrangement which ob- 
tained the sanction of Parliament last. 
session, by which the banks were obliged 
to hold half their reserves in Dominion 
notes, that did not lead to any more with- 
drawal of capital, because if the banks 
did not hold their reserves in Dominion 
notes, they would have to hold them in 
gold, while the Government obtained @& 
very considerable circulation, and really 
economized capital rather than the reverse.. 
The only way Government could possibly 
withdraw capital is by the circulation of 
small notes, In view of the fact that 
banks are not allowed to issue notes be- 
yond the amount of their capital, and that 
amount will be reached, as I believe will 
be found to be the case, without the issue 
of small notes, it will be found that the 
issue of small notes by the Government 
will not withdraw any capital from the 
country, and will not injure the banks in 
the slightest degree. With regard to the 
other alleged withdrawal of capital from 
commercial purposes, I believe it will be 
found that the measure of the Govern- 


the fact that Newfoundland did not come | ment with regard to insurance companies 
into the confederation, the scheme of sub- | will tend in a different direction. Certain- 


y 


395 The 


ly it will not increase but rather tend to 
diminish the necessity of investing in Do- 
minion securities. No doubt at the time 
when the Government had a large floating 
debt to pay off they were anxious to issue 
their securities, but we have during the last 
year been rather embarrassed by insurance 
companies withdrawing the securities they 
had d2posited under the Act, and requir- 
ing us to give them Dominion stock in- 
stead. We had a great deal rather they 
had kept their securities in their original 
form. Of course, Sir, I am quite willing 
to give due attention to all warnings which 
may come from my honorable friend with 
regard to extravagance. lam not aware 
that the Government are projecting any 
very expensive public works outside of 
those works to which I have already made 
reference. The principal item from pub- 
lic works which are chargeable to capital 
in the present estimates is the Intercolo- 
nial Railway. Of course we Intend to 
complete that railway with ag, much 
rapidity as possible. Many of the other 
items are for carrying out works which are 
already sanctioned by Parliament, and 
which it would be absolutely impossible 
for us to abandon in their present state. 
The buildings at Halifax are, of course, in 
quite an exceptional position, as the Mi- 
nister of Customs fully explained. We 
are now charging $10,000 a year to Nova 
Scotia for these buildings. We must have 
buildings at Halifax, and if the present 
building is not handed over to us, there is 
nothing for us to do but to build a new 
one. ‘This will impose no fresh burden 
upon the Dominion, because until the 
buildings are handed over, Nova Scotia is 
charged with $10,000 a year upon them, 
which will be about the interest on the 
cost of a new building. I will not trouble 
the House any longer. I must say I think 
the course taken by the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke is an unusual one, and is a 
direct vote of want of confidence in the 
Government. Nor is it supported by any 
fair argument, because the mode adopted 
of lumping the whole estimates, and show- 
ing so much this year and so much more 
another year, without going into the in- 
vestigation of particular items, is a course 
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which I think quite unprecedented and 
which I think will not be sustained by a 
majority of this House. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that since the 
beginning of that Parliament he had not 
thought it his duty to address the House 
on the Financial Statement, on the occa- 
sion of that statement being brought 
down. At the commencement of Confe- 
deration he had thought it his duty to 
make no criticism which was not called 
for by the strongest considerations, and he 
had not found in the statements of the 
first three sessions anything beyond mat- 
ters of detail. At the last session the 
Hon. Finance Minister brought down his 
budget, which appeared to him objection- 
able in many respects, and especially so 
in regard to the increase of outlay con- 
templated, and the changes proposed in 
the commercial legislation of the country. 
The hon. gentleman then, however, had 
only recently been charged with the con- 
duct of the financial affairs of the coun- 
try, and he felt it better to await and watch 
for another year the course of the policy 
of the Government, and then judge from 
a statement brought down under the most 
favorable circumstances, what the wants 
of the country were in the opinion of the 
Government, and what the means to meet 
these wants. So far as that portion of the 
statement of the Finance Minister was 
concerned, containing the congratulations 
which he had addressed to the House and 
country, he (Sir A. T. Galt) heartily con- 
curred with. It must be satisfactory to all 
to be aware that for the past year and the 
year previous, the state of the country had 
been such as to warrant the statements 
made. He might go further, and say that 
he had a peculiar and personal satisfaction 
in hearing those statements, because, per- 
haps, more than any other member of the 
House, he had had responsibilities in con- 


nection with the taxation, the result of 


which they had to-day heard, — for the 
sources of revenue that had produced 
those results were enacted in 1866, the 
responsibility of which he shared with the 
other members of the Government of that 
day. The changes which had been made 
in that system of taxation had been ma- 
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_ terial, and as he might be able to shew, 
_ before he sat down, had been departures 
from sound principles. It must be a satis. 
faction to him to find that the results had 
justified the calculations which, as Finance 


Minister, he had offered at the time of 


Confederation. He was glad to find that 
all the Provinces possessed ample means 
for meeting the wants of their re- 
spective countries, and also that abund- 
ance reigned in the Dominion Treasury also. 
No Finance Minister could produce _pros- 
perity, the most that could be expected 
from them, was that they should place the 
burdens required for the country in the 
least onerous form possible, upon the in- 
dustries of the country. He believed that 
the former legislation of the country had 
been practically endorsed by the Finance 
Minister, who, in showing that he did not 
propose materially to change the burdens 
now placed on the people thought, 


however, that the causes of the country’s 


prosperity must be sought elsewhere than 
in legislation, and that amongst those 


causes they might with some degree of 


truth class the measure of Confederation. 


To that measure, the policy and wisdom 


of which had often been questioned, they 
must attribute the absence of that sec- 
tional strife and animosity which had long 
divided the different Provinces. Confede- 
ration by removing all spirit of sectional- 


ism haddone much to lift the incubus 


from the industry of both Quebec and 
Ontario, and had enabled them to use 
more wisely the benefits conferred 
upon them by Providence, had stimulated 
the internal trade of the Provinces, and 
had made them better acquainted with 
each other, and with the resources of each 
Province. They found that the exchange 
of the commodities of the East and West 
had grown yearly, as was evidenced by the 
establishment of steam lines of communi- 
cation withthe Maritime Provinces, and 
on every side they saw evidences that the 
happy day, when the country would be so 
homogenious as to be truly characterized 
as one people, was not far distant. It 
had also helped them to meet the eyils 
resulting from the abolition of the 

gaa Treaty, it had opened up new 
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channels of trade, it had raised in the 
minds of the people the expectation that 
new sources of employment would be 
developed, and the people had been 
found equal to the burden placed upon 
them, and had shown by their industry 
and enterprise that they were not depen- 
dent upon the United States to such an 
extent as to be obliged to sacrifice their 
principles or their interests, They had 
also to thank Providence for a repetition 
of « good harvest from one end 
of the country to the other, and they 
had to rejoice that even in 
the Province of Nova Scotia, which two 
years ago “had been represented as being 
subject to peculiar privations, there was 
the same amount of prosperity as in her 
sister Provinces. To the advantages of 
good harvests and good prices for produce, 
there had been added a general absence 
of speculation. The country had not run 
riot into works that were not called for, 
but there had been that steady application 
to the business of the country, which so 
distinguished its men of business, and 
the consequence was a rapid accumulation 
of capital, which was seen in the Bank 
statements, and in Savings Banks deposits 
resulting in low rates of interest, and 
ability te obtain money for all legitimate 
objects, and consequently great advan- 
tages for the promotion of works of in- 
dustry which were really called for by the 
interests of the land. There was one sub- 


Ject of congratulation which had escaped 


the Minister of Finance to which perhaps 
he might be permitted to refer. He 
meant the volume of the trade of the 
country which for the year 1867-68 
amounted to $129,500,U00, had increased. 
in the last returns to $146,000,000, the 
increase being almost exclusively in 
the article of products. Such was 
the state of the country. With a re- 
dundant revenue, abundant means, and 
low taxation, nothing but ordinary pru- 
dence and economy was necessary to in- 
sure the future progress of the country. 
Thus far he had spoken in the same line 
with the Minister of Finance, but he was 
bound to say his satisfaction must no w 
end. He felt himself compelled to differ 
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very much indeed from the Minister of | to carry out some of the recommendations. 
Finance, and to speak rather in the lan- | He was sure a great deal might be done 
guage of warning than satisfaction. Listen- in this direction for the trade and naviga- 
ing to the eloquent words that the Minister | tion returns showed that between Canada 
of Finance had quoted from Macaulay’s | and the West Indies there was a trade of 
History, and which he had appeared to | upwards of $7,090,000 and the gratifying 
endorse, they were almost led to believe | feature was that during the past year that 
that the true cause to prosperity was to | trade had increased 233 per cent., while 
run in debt, and that it was not the un- | trade with England had increased 8 per 
paralled intelligence and industry of the | cent. He considered this trade most im - 
British people, but the numerous burdens | Portantas giving employment to the ship- 
placed upon them, that had carried Eng. | Ping of the Maritime Provinces, and he 
land forward, and it had been quoted as hoped to discover in the estimates some 
an introduction to a statement which | “isposition to assist that trade. With 
plainly indicated, that thp policy regard to the Financial Legislation, the 

based | Minister of Finance had himself stated the 
effect of the measures, relating to Insur- 
ance companies, Savings Banks, and Do- 
which the Finance Minister had made in minion Stock, /but-hé thought it.was to, be 
the system of taxation of 1866 were not remarked. Gant shoe aig eee ie ieee 
very material. As to the changes in the for their effect, the withdrawal of a consid- 


tariff, the duties attracting most attention erable amount of the Burp Age sapital Oh4He 
_ Were those carried through the House last pon nt nand he paid baeuat they cna as 
' session, The increase of four per cent. they did, dind, aay Goxesament Had realty 
then imposed was now to be taken off in contemplation the obtaining the control 
but it was determined to retain the duty of all deposits of capital of the country, the 
‘on those articles which were placed on the Flonse cual 601 hes en aeuaty Mii ana? 


Statute Book last session, and he thought papctione” suk patent aad ip yidobees 
the excuse made for their retention of The Government, in, dealing yyith jhe Banks 


those duties was unworthy of any one in last year had authorized a circulation of 
‘the position of Minister of Finance. That S200, DRO: 5 Bey nS mateer sae siien 
gentleman had admitted that no revenue contemplated Ay DES Tau ty asus nn ween 
was derived from those duties. and the that legislation is, notwithstanding all 
gountry cried: oat’ against ie but he | ‘Hat had been said against it, had been 
decided to retain them because of nego- proved to have sbgei nal AiaEen ts hy eae 
tiations now going on at Washington, He absence of all evils arising from it. Still 
iidught ‘Wo Hosetwtions lat Waihington the Government had laid their hands upon 
eee affect these duties, and if these et ane 
uties were not for the interest of ; ; 
co eoplo of Canta they” ought. to | the menue in tat Tepes, an exseed 
e taken off, and that if th : ‘ “ 

Mivcilid anintan®a Olen aura eset ad iE been very fully. dissusier ph ithe Gime, dha 
obtained he did not doubt but that the would make no further reference to it at 
would be taken off. He then veferred ps present. The policy of the Government had — 
rahe ai been to absorb, more than it was prudent 

ra Pew as: huriasate ane to do, the floating capital of the aha 
Government had allowed that ated ns and the reserve which the industry of the 
renin ahetinde!! i country had at command for the purpose 
the Minist i Ki nes oe ee sone of various improvements required. It was 
anister Of “inance, from his practical quite possible that during times of pros- — 
acquaintance with the benefits that would perity to do this, but the moment 
teu ae of a trade with | the country felt. the want of it 

: ' 
est pk would have seen his way the effect to the country must be most pre- 
Hon. Sir A. T. Galt. 


of the Minister of Finance was 
on the principle that the greater the debt, 
the greater the prosperity. The changes 


EEE 
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judicial. The result of the financial legis- 


lation had been to place large cash 


_ balances in the hands of the Government. 


The Hon. Finance Minister had spoken of 
a plethora of money in the Treasury, but 
the result of all this was unquestionably 
to induce on the part of the Government 
a strong temptation to seek popu- 
larity by a lavish expenditure, and 
to induce on the part of the public a 
strong pressure on the Government to 
embark in enterprises which would not 
commend themselves to Parliament in 
the event of their being obliged to 
provide through loans’ by direct 
authorization of the House for what 
was wanted. At the same time, in view of 
the large engagements which the country 
had entered upon, in view especially of 
the necessity of finding the money re- 
quired for the current expenditure upon 
the Intercolonial Railway, some reasonable 
excuse might possibly be found for the 


large drawing into the treasury which had 


yf 


marked the course of the Government for 
the last three years. But the question 
became an exceedingly pertinent and im- 
portant one for this House to ask, how 
had this large revenue been applied—how 
had these loans been used in the public 
service. The hon. Finance Minister had 


stated that he anticipated forthe current 


year a revenue of $17,360,000, of which 
something under $15,000,000 was to 
be derived from customs and 
excise—from customs $10,000,000, excise 
$4,500,000, and from sundries $2,500,000. 
He (Sir A. T. Galt) had made some calcu- 
lations himself and they did not differ 


materially from those of the hon. 
Finance Minister. The income was 
mainly derived from customs 


and excise, because what were termed 
miscellaneous sources of revenue were 
the products of certain services which 
cost about as much, or perhaps more than 
they produced. The average revenue 
must be governed by the increase in the 
population of the country coupled with 
the greater increase which might reason- 
ably be assumed to take place in the 
wealth of the country. ‘The increase of 
the population was somewhere about 
three per cent per annum, and _ he 
thought if the increase of consumptive 
power of the country were placed at two 
per cent additional they would have made 
a liberal allowance for the productiveness 
of customs and excise and any other rey- 
enue to be derived from the main body of 
the people. Taking the average increase 
per annum since Coufederation at five 
per cent, it would be found 
to be a fair estimate. The country had 
prospered, the revenue had outgrown the 
expenses, and we had the satisfaction to- 
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day of dealing with a greater revenue than 
was required to meet the expenses of the 
country. At the same time he might re- 
mark without assuming the character of 
an alarmist, that there was a disposition 
now evincing itself in the country to em- 
bark in public works involving a large 
outlay something similar to the times of 
1852-3-4. Many of these works were un- 
doubtedly of a highly useful character, but 
he confessed that he looked with appre- 
hension on the disposition on the part of 
municipalities, and he might add Pro- 
vinces, to give great encouragement to 
an immediate attempt to construct 
these works, He feared that it would lead 
to a large, and, for many years, unpro- 
ductive outlay, and the effect would be to 
sink the capital of the country. The esti- 
mates of the Finance Minister were ex-- 
tremely moderate, looking at the state of 
the country, and there was a possibility of 
obtaininga larger, rather than a smaller 
revenue than was anticipated. But they 
all knew that periods of prosperity without 
inflation, and unquestionably periods of 
prosperity with inflation sooner oor 
later came to a close, and he contended 
that itwas time for the House to take 
stock of their position to see that they 
did not by their own acts, or by the acts 
of the Government add directly to the 
disposition which existed to enter upon a 
course of expenditure which must in its 
end be attended by disaster. He had 
come now to the policy of the Government 
the hon. Finance 


Budget. 


as indicated by 
Minister to-day. Had it been 
hitherto prudent and economical ? 


Did it tend to repress the speculative feel- 
ing in the country, and did it promise 
more safety, security and immunity from 
disaster in the future? (hear, hear). ‘To 
all those questions he was compelled to 
answer in the negative (hear, hear, from 
the Opposition). He did not think the 
policy of the Government would have any 
of these results. He had examined the 
accounts of last year, the estimates for the 
coming year and listened to the Hon. 
Finance Minister. He found that during 
the three years for which the public ac- 
counts were completed, and compared 
them with the estimates for the current 
year, if it were a fact that the Govern- 
ment had been so economical, the question 
naturally suggested itself, why did they 
actually require more to be voted this year 
than was actually asked for last year (hear, 
hear). Now, the total expenditure for 
1867-8, the first year of the Confederation, 
was $13,486,000 of which the amount ac- 
tually under the control of the Govern- 
ment was $5,586,000, (hear, hear.) In 
1868-9 that expenditure had only grown to 
$5,634,000, or a trifle over $100,000. The 
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third year it had swollen to $6,243,000. 
not, perhaps, a very excessive growth con- 
sidering, as was remarked by the Finance 
Minister that an increasing revenue requir- 
ed an increasing expenditure. But the 
following year, when the Finance Minister 
first became associated with the finances 
of the country, it rose to $7,018,000, and 
this year, under precisely the same man- 
agement. it stood in the estimates at 
$8,060,000. (Hear, hear.) The result was 
that in five years the expenditure charge- 
able to the consolidated fund, apart from 
interest and charges on the public debt 
and subsidies to the provinces had swol: 
len from $1,516,000 to $8,000,000, an in- 
crease of 45 per cent, of which 30 per 
cent had occurred in the last two years. 
Government policy had been to absorb more 
of the capital and business means of the 
country than was safe or its interests re- 


quired, The effect in future might be 
most hurtful. The result of the 
plethora of money owing to loans 


and large revenues was to tempt the Gov- 
ernment to embark in lavish expenditure, 
and to subject it to great pressure for 
undertaking public works. For improve- 
ment of existing canals we find $624,000; 
for harbours and piers, $326,000; for Ottawa 
buildings, in which we spend no less than 
$297,000; for public building at Halifax, 
$200,000. Surely the proposition which 
the Nova Scotia Government made on the 
last item might have been accepted, and 
at least two-thirds of the item saved to 
the country. The Finance Minister had 
admitted that there was $313,000 in the 
estimates for other public buildings ; there 
are therefore in the estimates no less than 
2,000,000 for public works, independent 
of the Intercolonial Railway, on which 
upwards of $255,000 had been expended 
for engineering alone, up to June 30, 
1870 (Cheers from the Opposition.) It 
has been charged in the House and in 
Committees that the expenditure on that 
road has been unnecessarily large. The 
hon. gentleman concluded by moving, in 
amendment, that Mr. Speaker do not now 
leave the Chair, but that it be 


Resolved, That this House regards the 
continuous and rapid increase in the or. 
dinary expenses of Government as exces- 
sive and unealled for, and believes that 
unless more strict economy be observed in 
the general outlay of the country, grave 
evils will speedily arise. 


It being six o'clock the House rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said he first made the 
acquaintance of the Hon membes for Sher- 
brooke at the Charlotte Town Conference 
in 1864. The clear, logical and eloquent 


Hon. ir A. T Gal 
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manner in which he presented to the Con- 
ference the advantages of.an union of the 
whole of British America, impressed him 
most favourably, and he remarked to one 
of the hon. gentleman’s then colleagues, 
that he (Mr. Galt) appeared to be a gentle- 
man of brilliant intellect and high accom. 
plishments ; his colleague replied that to 
hear him to advantage, he should be heard 
delivering a Budget speech. He had 
listened tohim on one such occasion, when 
he had the deficiency of nearly two millions 
of dollars, and such was his tact and so 
great was his persuasive eloquence, that 
when he closed his speech he had convinc- 
ed a majority of the Canadian Par iament 
that he was in the enjoyment of a hand- 
some surplus. What a treat it would 
have been, said Mr. Tilley, could the 
House have listened to the hon. Member 
for Sherbrooke on the present occasion, as 
the Minister of Finance, submitting, as he 
would have done, the financial operatiens 
of the first three years of the Union, and 
the estimated results of the current fiscal 
year, now drawing to a close; with what 
clearness and eloquence would he have 
pointed out the surplus of each year, 
reaching in the whole to « gain exceed. 
ing four millions of dollars, drawing 
as he doubtless would from _ these 
facts, conclusions as to the future of 
the Dominion, that would have elicited 
from both sides of the House loud cheers 
in response to his eloquent peroration. 
Not occupying that position, how different 
is his course. It is true, the hon. membér 
admits that the country isin a prosperous 
cendition, that to a considerable extent 
this prosperity has been brought about by 
Confederation, affording greatly increased 
facilities for inter-Provincial Trade by the 
removal of former barriers ; that the pre- 
sent equitable tariff, very similar, indeed, 
to that introduced by himself, and passed 
in the Parliament of Canada in 1866, has 
tended in the same direction; that this 
state of things justifies fully the part he 
took in bringing about Confederation. Yet 
he sounded a warning note, and by his 
expressions offear for the early future of 
the Dominion, crushed the hopes and 
aspirations he had previously raised. The 
hon. member for Sherbrooke endorses in 
the main the estimates and statements 
made by the Hon. Minister of Finance, and 
‘aims to be ina great measure the author 
of the present Tariff, but charges that any 
‘leviation from the tariff of 1866 has been 
tn the wrong direction, and complains of 
‘16 Imposition last session of duty on 
coal, flour, and grain. He (Mr. Tilley) was 
1uuch surprised to find the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke condemning the | tariff 
policy of the Government, which was so 
like that introduced by him in 1866; 
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The fiour and grain duty was not) That the appropriations in 
imposed for the first time last ses- 1867-8 in excess of interest 


sion, the hon. member was himself the 
author of that policy. (Hear, hear.) 
He would ask, have the changes been in 
the wrong direction? Since 1866, the duty 
on molasses has been reduced, is that in 
the wrong direction? The duty on tea has 
also been reduced, is that in the wrong 
direction? The hon. member for Sher- 
brooke in 1866 imposed a duty on 
flour of fifty cents per barrel, (hear, 
hear) it had been reduced to twenty- 
five cents a barrel, is that in the 
wrong direction? Heat the same time 
imposed a duty of twenty-five cents a bar- 
rel on corn meal, it nas since been reduced 
to fifteen cents a barrel, is that also in the 
. wrong direction? In the face of these facts 
he (Mr. Tilley) was amazed to find the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke denouncing the 
Government for the imposition of only half 
the duty he himself caused to be ex- 
acted, when he was Minister of Finance. 
Great as was his surprise at the objections 
taken by the hon. member to the provi- 
sions of the tariff, it was immeasurably in- 
creased by his condemnation of the pro- 
posed expenditure for public works, as 
shown by the estimates for next year, and 
by the policy foreshadowed by the appoint- 
ment of the Canal Commission. That hon. 
gentleman’s policy in the past had been to 
give every possible facility to the develop- 
ment of the resources and the extension of 
the trade of the country, and had in old 
Canada incurred a large debt in connec- 
tion with that policy. And if his memory 
served him, hehad always advocated the re- 
duction of tollson canals toa sum that would 
barely pay working expenses, so great, in 
his estimation, were the advantages to 
be derived from such works. Nay more, 
at the Quebec conference in 1864, that 
hon. member, with his colleagues from 
Canada, made it one of the conditions of 
the terms of Union, that as soon as the 
finances of the Dominion would permit, 
the Canals of Canada should be enlarged, 
(hear, hear), this condition, the represen- 
tatives from the Maratime Provinces would 
willingly have deferred, but it was insisted 
upon by the hon. member, and conceded. 
And now when the finances of the country 
appear to warrant such public improve- 
ments, the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
warns us against our fulfilment ofa solemn 
contract, [hear, hear], and one which he 
demanded should be made; was it to be 
wondered at, under these circumstances, 
that he had listened to the hon. member’s 
speech with the greatest possible astonish- 
ment, ‘he hon. member for Sherbrooke 
proceeded to shew that since 1869, there 
has been a sieady increase in the public 
expenditure. 


and subsidies to the Pro- 
vinces amounted to about.$ 5,515,000 


D329 tO. sy ciiaw 499 60h ee 5,634,000 
In 1869-70 they reached....... 6,243,000 
In 1870-71 they were.......... 7,018,000 
And in the estimates for the 

next year they reach,.... 8,060,000 


That he considered the appropriations for 
the last two years named as excessive, and 
calculated to create alarm, andif this scale 
of expenditure was not checked it would 
lead to extravagance and financial difficul- 
ty. He(Mr. Tilley) entertained no such 
fears, the hon. member himself estimated 
the increasing paying power of the Domin- 
ion at 3 per cent. for population, and 2 per 
cent. for increasing wealth or $700,000 a 
year. ‘The increased expenditure had not 
exceeded that percentage. Hon. members 
of both sides of the House, will remember 
the way 1n which their applications were, on 
many occasions, met by the late Minister of 
Finance (Mr. Rose). How often were they 
told by him, that he admitted the necessity 
forthe public works and improvements 
asked for, and that he was only deterred 
trom placing themin the estimates by his 
determination, to avoid the occurrences of 
the past, and to keep the expenditure 
within theincome. In that policy he suc- 
ceeded, but only by refusing in many cases, 
the construction of works he was satisfied 
ought to be undertaken, whenever the 
Revenue admitted. It cannot therefore 
be argued, that because, the expenditure 
on public works during the third, fourth,and 
fifth years of the Union has end will exceed 
that of 1867 and 1868, that the Govern- 
ment are necessarily guilty of extravigance. 
He (Mr. Tilley) was prepared to prove to 
the contrary. [he estimated increased 
paying ability o {the people of the Domin- 
ion as stated by the hon. member, has been 
more than realised since 1868-9 and not- 
withstanding the increased expenditure 
referred to, the receipts have been largely 
in excess of the expenditure. He pro- 
ceeded to name theitems constituting the 
principle part of the increase, they were, 
first, the cost in the census, last year $150. 
000 were voted, this year an additional vote 
of $360.000 is asked. This Session an ex- 
traordinary vote for Militia of $275 000 is 
asked to payin part for arms, ammunition 
and stores bought from the Im- 
perial Government on advantageous 
terms. The expenditure this year and 
next in the rotection of our 
Fisheries, will reach $135,000; this is in 
excess of the cost of the protection of our 
river Fisheries. The cost of construction 
of light houses for this year and next ex- 
ceeds that of 1869 by over one hundred 
thousand dollars a year. The sum askea 
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for next year for builjing and working 
Dredges, $84,5UU, is a new service since 
1868-69. This year the Government ask 
for nearly $300,000 more for public build- 
ings than they expended on works of the 
same kind in 1868-9. There is also an ad- 
ditional vote asked for of $100,000, to be 
expended on the Slides and Booms on the 
Ottawa and other rivers. ‘To be added to 
these items are the proposed expenditure 
for maintenance of light houses, fog 
whistles, and improvements of canals and 
other public works. Then there was the 
expenditure of $400,000 towards the open 
ing up of the North West. 


flon. Sir A. T. GALT. 
charged against income. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY admitted the correct- 
mess of the statement, but said, that item 
with the outlay for the harbours of refuge, 
deepening and enlarging of canals, exten- 
sion of the railway station and grounds at 
St. John and Halifax,public buildings at Ot- 
tawa and Halifax, though chargeable to the 
the public debt would, with all other expen- 
ditures for public works since the Union ex- 
cept the Intercolonial Railway, be met by 
the rcceipts since Confederation, and there 
would still be a million of dollars to spare 
(hear, hear). The hon. member for Sher- 
brooke had said that the grants proposed 
covered expenditures in every part of the 
Dominion. He (Hon. Sir A. T. Galt) 
thought our resources should now mainly 
be expended in the opening up and de- 
velopment ofthe North West. Would the 
hon. members, asked Mr. Tilley, endorse 
this proposition. Are not ail the Pro- 
vinces in this Dominion entitled to a fair 
share of the public monies. They cer- 
tainly are. They contribute to the gen- 
eral treasury, and have a claim upon the 
just and fair consideration of Parliament. 
He (Mr. Tilley) as a representative of one 
of the Maritime Provinces, was willing to 
provide liberally for the development and 
settlement of the North West. It was for 
the interest of the whole that this should 
be done. But for one, he was not pre- 
pared to give all to that new territory, and 
the country would not sustain Parliament 
were they to undertake to do so. The 
expenditure on the railways of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick would give increased 
facilities to the trade and agricultural pur- 
suits of those Provinces. The lights in the 
River St. Lawrence and Gulf, as well as 
those erected on the coasts of New Bruns- 
wick and Nova Scotia, diminished the risks 
and reduced the insurance and other 
charges on shipping, rnd by diminishing 
the cost of transport, direct benefits 
were secured to the whole _ popula- 
tion. So with the Harbours of Refuge 
on the great lakes and in the Maritime 


Hon. Mr. Tilley. 


This is not 
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Provinces. These expenditures on the 
lakes were assented to last session. 


Parliament had always declared that they 
should be constructed. Surely the Govern- 
ment were not to be condemned for doing 
what Parliament had declared they should 
do. Had the income been insufficient 
to meet these demands, he could see 
some reason for the objections of the hon. 
member ; but with a large surplus, with 
means ample, and that after a reduction 
of taxation, he failed to see a justification 
for his course, and he was quite certain 
that neither the House nor the country 
would sustain him in it. The hon. member 
had referred to the proposed vote of $200,- 
000 for public buildings in Halifax, and 
asked, was it wise to throw away 
such a sum of money for that 
object, when the present buildings could 
be had on payment of $66,000 to the Nova 
Scotia Government. It wasclear that the 
hon. member did not understand the posi- 
tion of this question. No such loss as he 
supposed could arise. Under the new 
terms with Nova Scotia, the building re- 
ferred to have to be transferred to the 
Dominion. Until that transfer takes 
place, the Government of Nova Scotia 
are by agreement chargeable with the in 
terest on theircost. If they conclude to 
retain them, the interest charged against 
them, will meet the interest on the new 
outlay incurred by the Dominion, the vote 
asked, if used, could in no way increase 
our annual expenditure, (hear hear). Mr. 
Tilley then referred to the resolution sub- 
mitted by the hon. member for Sherbrooke. 


The charge of extravagance was gen- 
eral, it applied to the expenditure 
on account of the Civil Service. 


as well as the general appropriations. On 
the latter point he thought there would 
be but one opinion, and that hon. member 
would not be found willing to declare the 
public works, demanded by the growing 
trade and commerce of the Dominion 
should be delayed a day after it has shewn 
that the finances of the country would war- 
rant their construction. The Government 
had been charged with extravagance in 
connection with the Civil Service expendi- 
ture, he said this charge was groundless, 
that the Government had given up a large 
amount of patronage by subjecting the 
public printing to competition and by the 
establishment of a stationary department. 
By these arrangements upwards of sixty 
thousand dollars a year had been saved. 
Was no credit due to the Government for 
these economical operations? Again, it 
had been stated that the expenditure for 
the Civil Service in 1869 and 1870, the third 
year of the Union. was considerably in ex- 
cess of the expenditure for like services in 
1867 and 1868. Such was not the case. 


Board 
officers whose salaries amounted to about’ 


Seay, 
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He was prepared to establish the fact, that 
for the same services the expenditure in 
1869 and 1870 was less than in 1867 and 
1868. In 1869 and 1870, officers in the 
Militia Department whose salaries exceed- 
ed eleven thousand dollars were trans- 
ferred, from being chargeable upon the 
Militia vote. to the Civil Service. In the 
of Works Department several 


nine thousand dollars a year were trans- 
ferred from the various public works, and 
placed on the Civil Service List. ‘he es- 
tablishment of the Queen’s Printers and 
Stationery Department, Ly which arrange- 
ment the Savings referred to has been 
secured, has been added to Civil Service 
expenditure. These with other charges 
transferred in like manner, reduced the 
expenditure in 1869-70 below that of 1867- 
68. These are matters that the House 
and the Country should understand, (hear 
hear). He did not believe that the House 
would sustain the Resolution offered by 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke, he was 
certain they would not. He wished to add 
a word or two about the duties on Coal, 
Flour and Grain; whatever differences 
of opinion may have existed upon 
that question last Session. He did 
not see how there could be much differ- 
ence of Opinion now. ° In his judgment it 
would be in the highest degree impolitic 
to interfere with that question at this mc- 
ment. In the Act of last session the 


Government took power to remove or re- 


duce the duties on coal, flour, grain, salt, 
and other articles therein named, when- 
ever the Government or Congress of the 
United States removed or reduced the 
duty upon one or all of thesearticles; and 
he was prepared to state, on behalf of the 
Government, that should any such re- 
moval or reduction of duty take place in 
the United States, it would be promptly 
responded to by the Government of the 
Dominion (hear, hear). He hoped that 
this declaration would be satisfactory to 
the House. He closed his speech by ap- 
pealing to the House to reject the resolu- 
tion of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, 
and thus declare in favour of the develop. 
ment of the resources of the Dominion 
and the extension ofits trade and com- 
merce as far as the proposed reduced tax- 
ation of the country will warrant (cheers). 


Hon, Sir A. T. GALT said this item was 
not included in the increase to which he 
had referred. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT thought the Minis- 
ter of Customs had entirely misconceived 
the object of the resolutions moved by the 
hon. member for Sherwood. He had not 
changed the well known fact that in the 
space of 3 or 4 years the expenditure had 
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increased almost 50 per cent, and he had 
not attempted to meet the point of the 
enormous increase of future liabilities, 
He maintained that the present prosperity 
of the country was no reason ior plunging 
into heavy liabilities which might prove 
most burdensome in the event of that 
prosperity receiving any check—and that 
_they had no right to calculate on an unin- 
 terrupted succession of prosperity. He 
drew a parallel between the times some 
twenty years ago, when the present Fi- 
nance had first occupied that position,stat- 
ing that on each occasion the country had 
chanced to be most prosperous, and that 
the Minister of Finance had then, as now, 
attempted to carry out a policy which ap- 
parently increased the prosperity, but 
which carried great risk with it in case ofa 
change of affairs. Canada already owed 
from ten to twelve millions, payable on 
demand, avery considerable portion of 
of which would, no doubt, be called for if 
Canada should ever hold a less prosper- 
ous position, and although he did not in- 
tend to say that there would be any 
serious difficulty, yet such might occur. 
The Minister of Customs had said that the 
member for Sherbrooke had represented 
the country as not being prosperous, but 
what he had really said was, that never 
was the country more prosperous, but that 
there were many signs to show that re- 
verses might occur. He pointed out that 
people when in easy circumstances were 
very apt to make engagements which they 
would not otherwise, and maintained that 
there was great danger in such a course. 
A very considerable portion of any future © 
surplus would clearly be taken up for 
interest on the cost of the Intercolonial 
Railway, which he thought would probabiy 
cost much more than was estimated. For 
all these reasons he considered it a fit and 
proper time to warn the Government and 
the country of the possible results of the 
course they were now pursuing. 

Hon, Sir G. E. CARTIER opened his re- 
marks by saying that the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke was so accomplished in dealing 
with figures that he almost turned a budget 
speech into poetry (Cheers and laughter.) 
He had thought him as good at a financial 
statement as Mr. Gladstone (Renewed 
laughter.) He had told him once after 
both had listened to a budget speech of 
Mr. Gladstone’s, that if he (Sir A. ‘I. Galt) 

| had all. the English Minister’s big figures 
| he would have made a still better speech 
(Roars of laughter.) He (Sir George EK.) 
thought on this occasion the member for 
Sherbrooke had spoiled his clever speech 
by his motion, and had consequently made 
a great mistake (Cheers and laughter.) In 
1866 that gentleman had reduced the tariff 
from 20 to 15 per cent, which had assisted 
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in securing Confederation. This change, 
though it suited the Lower Provinces, was 
opposed by the member for South Oxford. 
Some items in the tariff were then for- 
gotten, but it was proposed to deal with 
them afterwards. ‘hose commercial and 
political changes produced good results to 
the country’s prosperity. The member 
for Sherbrooke then received his (Sir Geo. 
E. Cartier’s) hearty support (Hear, hear.) 
His present criticism related to both 
branches of the expenditure. That por- 
tion under the control of the Government 
had been stated by him as $5,500,000 in 
1867-’68 ; $5,643,000 in 1868-69; $6, 243,- 
000 in 1869-70 ; and $7,100,000 in 1870-71. 
He (Sir Geo. E. Cartier) denied that those 
expenditures had been, as the member for 
Sherbrooke described them in his motion. 
He appealed to the House if an expendi- 
ture of $600,000 to $700,000 on Public 
Works from Halifax to Red River was 
ordinary, or under control of the House- 
{hey had little or no option in the 
matter, A part of this money went to 
purchase arms and military stores, design- 
ed to aid in the country’s protection. 
Could this be fairly called ordinary and 
outlay ? He thought he had made out his 
case that the expenditure aimed at in the 
amendment was not ordinary. The Gov- 
ernment was to-day ready to prove that 
the civil service was costing less to-day, 
tour years after Confederation, than it cost 
before. He characterized the motion 
untimely and illogical, and that the House 
ought to vote it down [cheers]. The Gov- 
ernment had been so pressed in the past 
by members on one or other side the 
House, for improvements that, wanting 
means therefore, they had been compelled 
to borrow. This year, however, they pre- 
sented a surplus of nearly two millions. 
They now came before the House and 
asked considerable sums for Public Works. 
This did not prove an undue expenditure 
—they merely asked the House ‘for leave 
to make certain expenditures. They did 
not ask increased taxation with this ob 
Ject, being in possession of the 
means. He did not see the House was in 
& position at this moment to aftirm the 
motion of the hon member for Sherbrooke, 
and aftirm that the proposed expenditures 
should not be undertaken. The hon. 
member for Sherbrooke was right as to 
the pleasant results of Confederation, one 
of which was that we had a plethora of 
money- The Local Gevernment also had 
an abundance of money (hear hear.) 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT replied to speeches 
Which had just been delivered by hon. 
members of the Government. -With re- 
spect to the remarks of the Hon. Minister 
of Customs, he would say that he (Sir A. 
T. Galt) complained of the increase of 
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the coal for maintenance of lighthouses 
and not of expenditure for constructing 
them. The point in his (Sir A. T. Galt’s) 
speech to which objection was principally 
taken was that he was not justified 
in alleging that the portion of 
expenditure which was under the control 
of the Government had increased in an 
appreciable degree. In fact, his hon. 
friend had remarked that it was even 
less, but he (Sir A. 'T. Ualt) would put it 
on the most favourable ground for the 
Government, and say that they main- 
tained that the expenditures 
had not increased in any appreciable de- 
gree. On that point he joined issue with. 
his hon. friend,and he did so on the author-. 
ity of the Public Accounts and the esti- 
mates. Ofcourse he had no other author- 
ity on which he could proceed. ‘From 
them he ascertained the fact that for the 
past year the amount expended for the 
Civil Government was $594,000 (fractions 
omitted). In that amount there was an 
unusually large sum for contingencies—a 
very unusually large sum—so large that 
when the attention of the Government 
was called to it they reduced it to the 
satisfactory amount mentioned by his hon. 
friend. They remedied the evil, it was 
true, but did not apply themselves to 
the reduction of other expenses, for in the 
estimates brought down this year, for 
Civil Government $675,000 was required, 
showing an increase of $80,000. The ad- 


| Ministration of Justice had “increased from 


$291,000 last year, to $335,000 this year. 
Police had been reduced fiom $49,000 to 
$45,000. Penitentiaries and Prison In- 
spection, which was more or less under the 


control of the Government, which 
was —_ $209,000 last year, was 
$289,000 in the estimates. (Here 
the hon. gentleman mentioned a 


large number of 1tems in which a consid- 
erable increase had been made). He 
thought that these figures bore him out, 
even with the explanations which had 
been made, bore out the words of the reso- 
lution that, “the increase had been 
continuous and rapid,’’ and justified him in 
the course that he had taken. He 
thought it was fairer to the House, the 
country and the Government that he 
should have made this attack upon the 
financial policy of the Government, that 
the House and country might hear both 
sides of the question. ‘As for the vote on 
the motion, he was not sanguine that it 
would be in his favour, but, at the same 
time, he did hope that, having called the 
attention of the Government to this mat-. 
ter, that advantages would flow from it. 
He was only blaming the Government 
in time to remedy the evils which the 
country had hitherto been suffering under. 


418 The 


Mr. OLIVER had listenend to the state- 
ments of the Finance Minister and of the 
hon. gentlemen who followed him, and 
must express his conviction that the form- 
er had not answered a single charge made 
against his policy. 

Mr. OLIVER said he did not consider 
thatthe Finance Minister had refuted a 
single one of the statements lately made 
at a meeting in western Ontario. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS ~—Oh! oh! 


Mr. OLIVER repeated his statement. 

Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would beg to interrrupt the hon gentle- 
man and tell him that he had shown that 
all figures given there were absolutely 
false by millions of dollars. (Chears.) 

Mr. ULIVER proceeded to show the im- 
mense increase that had taken place in 
the trade of the country. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS replied to 
the arguments of the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke and the last speaker. These 
gentlemen must see by the statement that 
the debt has not increased, but there has 
been a considerable reduction. He had 
shown that there had been an expenditure 
in capital of 3,729,000. With regard to 
the course taken by the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke, it was a very extraordinary 
course, as was also that of the hon. mem- 
ber for Chateauguay, whohad agreed with 
him (Sir Francis) thatthe budget speech 


should be delivered with 
the Speaker in the Chair. Whether 
that hon. gentleman knew _ that 


hon, member for Sherbrooke intended to 
move an amendment which was equiva- 
lent to a vote of want of confidence, 
he (Sir Francis Hincks) did not 
know, but he could say that he would 
rather be in the position which the Goy- 
ernment now occupied than that held by 
those gentlemen who opposed him (hear, 
hear). The hon. member for Sherbrooke 
had attacked the Government for their 
tariff policy, but he contended that that 
hon. gentleman had himself endorsed 
changes which the Government had made 
of late years. He (Sir A. T. Galt) had 
taken great credit to himself for his tariff 
of 1866, and he believed that he (Sir A. 
tT, Galt) would have put a duty on coal at 
that time, if there had been Confederation. 
He [Sir A. T. Galt] had spoken of assis- 
tance rendered by the Government to 
railways, yet he himself had pressed on 
the Quebec Government to assist a 
certain railway in which he 
was interested, and had actually asked 
them to gofurther then they intended to 
(hear, hear), He thought (Sir A. T. Galt) 
was the last person who ought to warn 
the Government against Public Works 
(hear, hear.) He (Hon. Sir Francis 
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Hincks) did not hesitate to say that the 
expenditure of money made under the Acts 
of 1852 and 1854, had tended very much 
to develop and encourage the resources of 
Ontario, where that expenditure had been 
principally laid out. Ee (Sir A. 1. Galt) 
had said that extravagancies had principal- 
ly began when he (sir Francis Hincks) 
came into office. He would not shrink 
from the responsibility of the estimates, but 
he did not think that the expenditure on 
those Public Works ought to be charged on 
the Minister of Finance and on his financial 
policy (hear, hear). Withregard to what 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke, had 
said about the West India commission he 
could only say .that the recommenda- 
tion of the report was a valuable 
one. There was another point on which 
that hon. gentleman had been inconsistent 
on the question of withdrawing capital for 
commercial purposes. That hon gentle- 
man himself had been the very one who 
wished to withdraw the entire bank circu- 
lation from the country. (Hear, hear.) 
The only withdrawal of capital which 
would be made by this Government would 
be in the share of Dominion notes. With 
regard to the other withdrawal of capital 
for commercial purposes he was sure that 
the Government’s policy with regard to 
Insurance Companies would rather have 
an opposite tendency, and diminish the 
necessity of investing money in Dominion 
securities. He (Sir Francis) was quite wil- 
ling to accept all warnings delivered by 
the hon. gentleman with regard to extra- 
vagance, but he was not aware that 
there had hee. any undue _ extra- 
vagance, the only item of large 
amount being for Interoolonial Railways. 
He must say that the course taken by the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke was an ex- 
traordinary one, and amounted to nothing 
else than a vote of want of confidence 
without any arguments to support it, 
(cheers). 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON replied very briefly 
to the Finance Minister, and denied that 
there had been any unfair collision be- 
tween himself and the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke, when he moved that the 
financial statement should be delivered 
with the Speaker in the chair. He criti- 
cised the Budget speech. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) com- 
plained that the member for Sherbrooke 
had not given his charges in detail. He 
complimented the present Finance Minis- 
ter, who he said was the ablest occupant 
of the position since he had been mem- 
ber for the House. He (Mr. Jonas) re- 
collected when the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke was Finance Minister, that he 
used to make glowing state- 
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ments at the beginning of each year, but | 


his speeches always foreshadowed a 
deficit. 
Hon. Mr. ROLTON—And you went on 


to support him all along. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) said 
he had once been inclined to support the 
Government, of which the member for 
Chateauguay had been a member, but he 
was not able to bring down a budget at 
all (great laughter.) 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS wished to 
explain that he was not actually 
aware that negotiations on the tariff 
question were going on at Washington. 


After some unimportant remarks from 
Hon. Mr. Holton, adivision was taken on 
motion of Sir A. T. Galt, which was lost. 
Yeas, 35; nays, 91; majority for Govern- 
ment, 55. 

Yeras.—Messrs. Bechard, Bourassa, Car- 
michael, Cartwright, Cheval, Cimon,Coupai, 
Delerme, Dorion, Fortier, Fournier, Galt 
(Sir Alexander T.), Geoffrion, Godin, Hol- 
ton, Joly, Jones (Halifax), Kempt, Mac- 
donald (Glengarry), McDougall (Lanark), 
McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Vic- 
toria, O.), Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, 
Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Scatcherd, Snider, 
Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson (On- 
tario), Wells, and Wright (York, Ontario, 
W. R.)—35. 

Nays.—Messrs. Abbot, Anglin, Archam- 
bault, Ault, Baker, Barthe, Beaubien, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, 
Bolton, Bowell, Brown, Burpee, Cameron 
(Inverness), Cameron (Peel), Caron, Cartier 
(Sir George Et.), Cayley, Chauveau, Chip- 
man, Coffin, Colby, Costigan, Crawford 
(Brockville), Crawford (Leeds) €urrier 
Daoust, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, 
Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Grant, Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, 
Hincks (Sir Francis), Howe, Hurdon 
Jackson, Jones 


Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little, 
McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lun- 
enburg), Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McDougall (Three Rivers), 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, 
Morris, Perry, Pickard, Pinsonneault, 
Pope, Pouliot, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Champlain), Ross (Victoria, N.%.), 
Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith, 
Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tour- 
angeau, ‘upper, Walsh, Willson, and 
Wright (Ottawa County.)—91. 

The original motion was then carried 
and the House went into Committee of 
Ways and Means, Mr. STREET in the 
Chair, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, there 
could be no debate on the first resolution 
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for the abolition of the duty of 5 per cent 
imposed last session. He would explain 
that if there really had not been a mine 
sprung on him by the member for Chat- 
eauguay, heat least, thought there had 
and he believed the House thought so. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON favoured the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

The resolution was then carried, and 
the Committee rose and reported and 
asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next. 


THE SENATE. 


Monpay, March 13, 187]. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 6 
o’clock. 
NOTICES OF MOTION. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER gave notice that on 
Wednesday next he would enquire of the 
Government whether it is their intention 
to introduce a measure during the present 
session of Parliament to equalize the sal- 
eries of the Superior Judges in all the 
Provinces, by placing the Judges of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick on the same 
footing with those in Ontario and Quebec. 
Also, on Thursday, whether it is their in- 
tention to take steps during the present 
session to equalize the salaries of the Lieu- 
tenant Governors of the Provinces. 


THE NORTH SHORE R. R. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill 
to authorize the Minister of Public Works 
to exempt the North Shore Railway Com- 
pany from the obligation to build draw 
bridges over navigable rivers. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


The orders of the day were then de- 
ferred until the following day, and the 
House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, March 15th 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:20 p. 
m. 
After routine. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT? introduced an Act 
to comprise in one Act the financial affairs 
of the Great Western Railway Company. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY presented the returns 
of grain and flour imported into the Do- 
minion in 1870. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the returns of the tot] quantity of sterling 


a 
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exchange purchased by the Dominion 
- Government in 1870. iQ 

Hon, Mr, LANGEVIN laid on the table 
returns to an address for correspondence 
and other information in regard to the 
bridge over the Lachine Canal, the report 
of the Engineer of Public Works, ete. ; 
also the correspondence and papers, in- 
cluding the tenders in connection with 
the construction of the harbours on Lakes 
Erie and Huron since the last returns; 
and correspondence and papers in respect 
to the survey of the Harbour of Refuge at 
Rimouski. 

Hon. JOS. HOWE brought down returns 
relative to Manitoba. 


Mr. RENAUD asked why the Post- 
master of Kingston, County of Kent, N.B., 
does not receive a fixed salary as the 
other Postmasters of the Province? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER replied that the 
Postmaster General was not aware of the 
difference between the position of the 
Postmaster referred to, and all other 
Postmasters, and if any such difference did 
exist, the hon. member would be good 
enough to explain it for the information of 
the Government. 

Mr. RENAUD asked why Dr. Wilson 
does not receive the same salary as his 
predecessor for his services as physician 
to the Marine Hospital of Richibucto, 
County of Kent, N. B.? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—Dr. Wilson was in- 
formed, before his appointment to the 
office which he holds, of the salary that the 
Government would be able to give, and 
that the salary was arranged after the 
best information that could be obtained as 
to the amount of duties required was pro- 
cured. He was duly notified of the salary 
he was to receive and he accepted with 
the full knowledge on this point. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) asked whether the 
Government have taken measures to Se- 
cure the fortnightly mail communication 
between Liverpool and Halifax, in conse- 
quence of the intention of the Inman 
ine to terminate their contract after the 
17th June next? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER replied that the 
Postmaster General had already invited 
tenders fromthe Cunard, Inman and Allan 
lines of steamers for the service referred 
to. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN, in reply to Mr. 
Ross (Victoria, N.8.) said that a sum of 
money had been included in the estimates 
for the current year for the reparing of 
the St. Peter’s Canal. 

Mr. STREET then moved that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole to consider 
the following resolutions: 1. That it 
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is expedient that power be given to 
attach ships and vessels for provisions 
furnished and repairs made to them 
by a summary process. 2. That where 
there is no Admiralty Court of Admiralty 
Jurisdiction, such process shall issue 
out of the County .Court or Court of 
inferior jurisdiction. 3, That under such 
process proceedings may be had to judg- 
ment, and ships or vessels so attached may 
be sold thereupon. 4. That a Bill should 
be founded on these resolutions with the 
necessary forms of procedure thereon. He 
said, where the Admiralty law was not in 
existence or force, no lien could be given 
on a vessel for repairs thereto or provis- 
ions furnished it. There was therefore no 
remedy provided for parties thus serving 
vessels. Itseemed but just and reasonable 
that the whole country should be placed 
under a law which would enable all who 
repaired or supplied vessels to recover 
what was due tothem. Therefore he pro- 
posed a system of summary jurisdiction in 
cases where no Admiralty law existed. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the principle 
advocated had been repudiated by the 
British Parliament. This principle, or 
proposal, had never received the support 
of public opinion, because it would place 
the owners of ships entirely in the hands 
of masters of vessels, who might take ad- 
vantage of them by running up accounts, 


Business. 


‘or incurring dangerous responsibilities in 


foreign ports or under other circumstances 
(hear, hear.) 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
such progress was making in the Imperial 
Legislature in the amendment of the law 
on this subject, as gave hope of an early 
remedy of the evil here complained of. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the subject had 
not failed toengage the attention of the 
Government some time ago. The membe- 
for Halifax did not seem rightly to ap- 
prehend the apparent object of these reso- 
lutions, which was to extend to the inland 
waters of Ontario, the principle which now 
apptied to all sea-going vessels and not to 
extend or alter in any way the maritime 
jurisdiction outside of that. The subject 
was dropped for the present in conse- 
quence of an application from the Im- 
perial authorities not to proceed with the 
legislation we contemplated, until a 
measure now before the Imperial Parli- 
ment for the purpose of consolidating the 
navigation laws has been dealt with, so 
that a more perfect accord should be es- 
tablished between the two systems. Gov- 
ernment also intended, when that measure 
was brought forward, to embody in it a 
clause by which the same facilities now 
enjoyed in other parts of the world would 
be provided as to the inland waters of 
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Ontario. He hoped the matter would be 
left in abeyance till the Imperial laws were 
consolidated. 


fon. Col. GRAY thought the object of 
the resolutions could be attained by an 
appeal to the Imperial authorities to 
appoint an Admiralty Judge and Court for 
this particular purpose. There could be 
no doubt the great Lake trade, and the 
superior facilities enjoyed in the United 
States for the settlement of such disputes, 
pointed out the necessity for some similar 
jurisdiction in Canada for the benefit of its 
inland shipping. The Imperial Acts had 
extended the jurisdiction of the Admiralty 
Courts in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 
But later an Imperial Act had been passed, 
conferring Admiralty jurisdiction on the 
County Courts. He thought the only 
question that would arise when the resolu- 
tions came to be discussed would be, not 
so much as to the propriety of adopting 
some principle of the character before 
us, as to the best mode to be selected. 
The question was, whether it would not 
be proper to confine questions of 
such magnitude entirely to the 
County Courts, whether it would not 
be better to create an Admiralty jurisdic- 
tion in Ontario, similar to that possessed 
either in Quebec, Nova Scotia or New 
Brunswick, and thus secure throughout 
the whole of these Provinces uniformity of 
practice and decisions. It was by no 
means necessary to adopt all the volimin- 
ous forms of the English courts. It might, 
however, be desirable to adopt the sim- 
plicity of form existing in the Courts of the 
New States. He did not think there could 
be any doubt about the propriéty ofthe 
provisions of the Imperial Act and the 
propriety of adopting those provisions here. 
He felt satisfied that some additional 
remedy should be given to merchants who 
supplied vessels on the lakes, 


Hon. Mr. DORION spoke at some length 
of the want of uniformity in the laws relat- 
ing to this subject. He referred to a case 
which had lately occurred, in which the 
Lower Canada Judges differed very widely 
In Opinion from the Judges of Ontario. 
He believed that the whole law respecting 
liens and mortgages on vessels should be 
overhauled at the earliest moment and re- 
arranged by further legislation, so as to 
settle those points as to what ought to be 
a lien upon a vessel, and the proper way 
of enforcing the law. Very great confu- 
sion existed in Quebec on the subject. 
Some persons held that the sale of a vessel 
fora debt of $10 could annul all mort- 
gages; others, that the first mortgage 
creditor was the only one who could enforce 
the sale of a vessel; others, that all the 
mortgage creditors had equal rights; and 
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the result was that the greatest confusion 
prevailed, to the detriment of the owners 
of vessels. The insecurity of the law pre- 
vented them from borrowing money upon 
their vessels at favourable rates. 


Hon. SirG. E. CARTIER said the Do- 
minion Government had in contemplation 
a measure to meet the difficulty com- 
plained of, but they had been requested 


to suspend any legislation with regard to 


inland navigation, as the Imperial Govern- 
ment had proposed to introduce a Bill in 
the British Parliament to apply the same 
laws to vessels on inland waters as to sea- 
going vessels. He was very glad that this. 
discussion had taken place, because the 
Government would seize the opportunity 
again to remind the Imperial Government 
of the necessity of passing the Act as soon 
as possiole. 

Mr. HARRISON said he had no doubt 
that the object of the mover of these reso- 
lutions was to draw attention to the pre- 
sent state of the law relating to vessels on 
inland waters in Ontario. There was no 
Admiralty jurisdiction in the West at the 
present day. There was no doubt that 
there was a necessity for such jurisdiction. 
The people of the United States recogniz- 
ed the importance of having a Court for 
the settlement of such difficulties, and 
and while we, on the Northern side of the 
lakes, had no admiralty jurisdiction at all, 
still we had an excellent law applicable to 
such cases. We had power to make claims 
concerning trade and navigation, and there 
should be a unification of those laws with- 
out delay. Having obtained ‘this expres- 
sion of opinion on the subjéct from the 
Government, he had’no doubt that the 
Bee of the resolutions would ‘withdraw 
them. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) said under the law 
of England, a ship was not attached for 
debt when the owner resided in the coun- 
try. Supplies were supposed to be fur- 
nished vessels on the credit of ‘the owner. 
The law, however, was different when 
the ship owner was a non-resident in the 
country. 


Mr. STREET was glad that the matter 
had been so well received by the House. 
His object was to give security to mer- 
chants furnishing supplies to vessels. He 
proposed to do so through the 
county courts. but it was a 
matter of little importance to 
him how it was done so long as the 
security was given, Having heard the an- 
nouncement of the Government, he would 
ask leave to withdraw his motion. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL thought the 
hon. member had proposed a very simple 
plan to give jurisdiction to ordinary courts 
in such cases. If the hon. gentleman was 
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satisfied to wait for the slow action of the 
_ Imperial Government and the slow action 
of the Dominion Government afterwards, 
he would have to wait a long time. The 
constitution which we had and the power 
and authority given to us by that constitu- 
tion, was quite large enovgh to enable us 
to deal with questions of this kind, and 
even larger, so far as we were concerned as 
a people. He admitted that we should 
follow in the trane of the Imperial Govern- 
ment in regard to sea-going vessels, but, 
with respect to intarnal navigation, it was 
a matter for discussion and legistation in 
this country alone. The hon. member for 
St. John [Col. Gray] had proposed to 
establish a new court, with a new judge, 
and new machinery throughout. Now, he 
[Mr. Macdougall] thought that the people 
of this country would feel satisfied that 
the courts at present in existence were suf 
ficient to manage such matters. 


Hon. Sir FRANCOIS HINCKS thought the 
Government ought to be credited with be- 
ing sincere in the matter. The Imperial 
Government had been engaged for some 
time in the consolidation of the laws re- 
specting merchant shipping, which were 
exceedingly voluminous, and had express- 
ly requested the Canadian Government to 
delay passing any measure on the subject 
pending the action in the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, and for this reason, although the 
Minister of Marine had already prepared 
a Bill, the Government did not think it 
advisable to introduce it. 


Hon. Col. GRAY referred to the:remarks 
of the member for Lanark, and said that 
the Imperial Act provided that.one of the 
Judges of the existing Courts would be ap- 
pointed, so that the necessary machinery 
was already in existence. 


The motion was then withdrawn. 
ARBITRATION. 


The adjourned debate on this matter 
was then taken up, the motions before 
the House being Mr. Dorion’s motion with 
the amendment of Sir George H. Cartier, 
and Hon. Mr. Holton. 


Mr. BELLEROSE ‘addressed the House 
in French. He thought that the action of 
the members for Hochelaga and Chateau- 
guay was most injudicious, and was sorry 
that while they seemed to desire to stand 
first in advocating the interests of Quebec, 
they had represented her case so badly. 
Their motions could neither receive the 
support of the majority of the House or of 
the majority of the members for Quebec, 
which they must have well known. He 
then stated the reasons why those motions 
could not be entertained, maintaining that 
if they were carried, Quebec would be ten 
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times worse off then at present. He did 
not fear any act of injustice to Quebec, as 
the question would be settled by a learned 
and liberal tribunal, the Privy Council, 
and further, Quebec could not possibly 
suffer any lasting injustice while she had 
sixty-five representatives firmly united in 
her interests, and indeed he was sure no 
Ministry could act unjustly in this matter 
and stand. The amendment of the hon. 
member for Chateauguay, though plain, 
and proposing something very simple, he 
was sorry to say was not proposed with the 
object. of benefiting Quebec. He consid- 
ered it rather designed to create political 
effect outside the House, and that it min- 
gled good principles with doubtful modes. 
of procedure, and while it pretended to be 
in the interest of Quebec, it might be 
productive of serious harm. He had in- 
tended to propose an amendment, but in 
the face of one having beenalready moved 
out of order, and of the doubtful regularity 
of the others, he was not sure that he could 
do so with any good result. 

The SPEAKER here asked permission 
to amend the Journals of the House, with 
respect to the reason of Hon. Mr. Chauv- 
eau’s amendment in the previous part of 
the discussion having been ruled out of 
order. His reason for so ruling was, not 
that it involved an expenditure of money, 
and ought, therefore, to have originated in 
a message from His Excellency, as ad- 
vanced by the member for Bothwell, but 
that it involved an increase of the public 
debt, and should therefore have originated. 
in a Committee ot the Whole. 


‘Mr. “ROSS, of Champlain, condemned 
the award as ‘unjust, and set forth his 
reasons for arriving at that conclusion. 
He thought the unfair character of the de- 
cision being acknowledged, there should 
be no difficulty in the Provincial Govern- 
ments arriving ata basis of common action 
for.an amicable and proper settlement of 
the ‘difficulty. He condemned the motion 
of the member for Hochelaga, as calculated 
to do Quebec more harm than good. He 
was not prepared to vote for the motion of 
the member for Chateauguay, which 
amounted to one of want of confidence. 
The Government by not recognizing the 
award, had done all they could under the 
circumstances, to set it aside and bring 
the difficulty to a happy termination. He 
could not support the motion, but would 
vote for the amendment of the Minister of 
Militia. 

Mr. R. A. HARRISON—I regret to find 
that the discussion as to the Arbitration 
between Ontario and Quebec has been again 
and again, during this Session, forced on the 
attention of the House. I cannot help 
feeling that until the questions of law in- 
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volved are de‘ermined by some competent | 
tribunal the discussion is premature. En. | 
tertaining these views, [ have hitherto 
refrained from taking part in the debate. 
But, sir, while I have done so, members 
representing constituencies in the Province 
of Quebec, have persistently asserted not» 
only the illegality of the award but its 
injustice, and have endeavoured to fortify 
their positions by all the arguments In 
their power. I now find that these argu- 
ments if longer left unanswered by mem- 
bers of Ontario, may damage the position 
of our Province in the eyes of our friends 
from the Maritime Provinces. We do not 
wish it to be understood that we assent to 
the proposition that the award is either il- 
legal or unjust, we cannot do so, Sir ; and 
in order that our reasons for not doing so 
may be placed before tue House and the 
country, | shall claim the indulgence of 
the House for a short time. ‘lhe views 
that [ intend to express are my 
own views as 2 member from Ontario, but 
I believe I can say that they are shared by 
a great many members from that Pro- 
vince. 

I admit that the award is signed by only 
two of the three Arbitrators appoimted, 
that the award was made in the absence of 
Judge Day, and that it deals with assets 
mentioned in the fourth schedule of the 
Union Act. But 1 deny that for any of 
these reasons it is aninvalidaward. lalso 
deny that Colonel Gray, when appointed, 
was a resident of Ontario, or is now a re- 
sident of Ontario within the meaning of the 
British North America Act. It is on these 
grounds that the award has been attacked 
by the gentlemen who have spoken against 
it. I admit that Upper Canada entered 
the Union with Lower Canada having a 
debt of about $5,000,000, and that in the 
allotment .of assets the larger portion of 
apparent face value has been assigned to 
Ontario, but I deny that for either of these 


reasons the award is unjust, My denial, 
however, Sir, will amount to noth. 
ing unless I am _ prepared to ad- 


vance arguments in support of my posi- 
tion. Ihave, I think, fairly stated the 
position of those who differ from me, and 


(COMMONS.| 


before proceeding to the argument of the | 


questions involved shall briefly refer to 
some facts. 

It is true that Upper Canada, in 
1840, had a population of little more than 
400,000, while Lower Canada had a popu- 
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Welland Canal, the Kingston Peniten- 


tiary, for Light-houses and for other works 
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| which, at the time of the Union, were as 


much beneficial to Lower as to Upper 
Canada. lt was not the case of a debt 
without an asset (hear). But it was a debt 
represented by valuable assets, all of which 
were brought by us into the Union (hear, 
hear). While Lower Canada brought into 
the Union public works valued at little 
more than 31,000,000, we brought in pub- 
lic works of the value of about $4,000,000 
[hear, hear]. These assets by the Act of 
Union became the property of the Union. 
It never, at that time, entered into the 
contemplation of any one to take from 
Upper Canada its assets and without pay- 
ing for its assets to charge it with the 
whole debt incurred in their creation. On 
the contrary, I find these words in resolu- 
tions passed in 1839, by the Special Coun- 
cil of Lower Canada, ‘“ that regard being 
had to the nature of the public debt of 
Upper Canada, and the objects for which 
it was principally constructed by the 
improvement of internal communications 
alike useful and beneficial to both Provin- 
ces, it would be just and reasonable that 
such part of the said debt as had been 
constructed for this object should be 
chargeable on the revenue of both Pro- 
vinces ’’ (hear, hear). Why, sir, if it were 
intended that Upper Canada should have 
been charged with this debt, surely some 
provision would have been made for the 
restoration of the assets. But what do we 
find? The Union Act (3 & 4 Vic.) created 
a consolidated fund, charged it with the 
payment of the debt of the Provinces 
made the public works of both Provinces 
the property of the Union, contained no 
provision for charging either Province © 
with interest on its debt, contained no 
provision for the payment to either Pro- 
vince of interest tor the use of its Pub- 
lic Works, contained no provisions what- 
ever for keeping an account of the contri- 


| butions of either Province to the Reve- 


nue ; contained nothing whatever which 


| points to a partnership of any kind, (hear, 
| hear.) 


. tended was the Customs duties. 


The chief source of revenue in- 
The 
lands of Upper Canada were much more 


likely to attract emigration than the 


lands of Lower Canada. 


lation exceeding 600,000, and it is true that ' 


while having this smal} population Upper 


Canada had the large debt of $5,000,000 as | 


against a small debt of Lower Canada or as 
against a claimed credit of $180,000 on the 
part of Lower Canada. But for what was 
our debt contracted ? It was for the con- 
struction of the St. Lawrence Canals, the 
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_tion of Lower Canada. 


| 


The revenue to 
be derived from the sale of lands in Up- 
per Canada was much more likely to ex. | 
ceed the corresponding revenue from — 
Lower Canada. Man for man, the popu- 
lation of Upper Canada contributed more 
to the Customs Revenue than the popula- 
Upper Canada 
with an increasing population in a short 
time would contribute more to the reve: 
nue than Lower Canada. Looking to the 
future there was every reason to believe 
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that while Upper Canada entered the 
-Union with less population and more debt 
than Lower Canada, in the course of time 
the positions of the two Provinces would 
be so far reversed as to make a union on 
equal terms politically and financially de. 
sirable by the people of both Provinces. 
This, Sir, was the view at all events enter- 
tained by the Imperial Government, and 
this view has been fully sustained by our 
experience of that Union. Soon the po- 
pulation of Upper Canada became equal 
to that of Lower Canada; soon our con- 
tributions to the revenue equal'ed those 
of Lower Canada. By means of the new 
Public Works in respect of which our debt 
was incurred, our tax-paying ability was 
greatly increased, and the whole country 
shared largely in our prosperity, (cheers.) 
I say this Sir in no boastful spirit; I men- 
tion it simply as a fact, and give it as area- 
son sustaining alike the Imperial policy 
and the position for which we now 
contend before this House. In 
the course of time we obtained a 
large preponderance of wealth and popu- 
ation. In 1861 while the population of 
Lower Canada was 1,000,000, our popu- 
lation was 1,300,000. In my references to 
figures [ intend to drop as much as possi- 
ble decimals or fractions. It was not long 
till we discovered that we were in this way 
paying nearly 5-9ths of the revenue. In 
1857, we believe, including our sales from 
Crown Lands, that we were paying 2-3rds 
of the revenue. There can be no doubt 
that before Confederation, although we 
were not yearly drawing more than Lower 
Canada out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, we were yearly putting much more 
into it. This was felt to be an injustice to 
Upper Canada, and the injustice was ina 
great measure admitted by Lower Canada. 
Representation by population was the 
remedy demanded by a large section of 
Western Canada. This was denied by a 
large section of LowerCanada. The result 
was threats of a dissolution of the Union 
and the impossibility of any Government 
holding power that would alike command 
the support of Upper and Lower Canada. 
It was felt that dissolution would be a re- 
trograde movement, and in our extremity 
we seized the idea of Confederation, an 
idea which has been realized with most 
happy results. Well, sir, during the ex- 
istence of the Union additional public 
works were constructed in both sections of 
the united Province. These public works 
were paid for out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fnnd. When a grant was made 
for public works in one section of the Pro- 
vince a corresponding grant was made to 
the other section. By these means assets 
became legalised, and financial equality of 
expenditure was as nearly as possible pre- 
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served. There were those who maintained 
that while Upper Canada contributed 
the greater part of the public 
revenue’ she procured the lesser part 
for expenditure on public works. I 
shall not stop to enquire whether this asser- 
tion was well founded or not. In. this dis. 
cussion we have nothing to do with ex. 
treme opinions in the past. I desire to 
deal with the present by the light of the 
past, and to take a retrospect only when 
really necessary, and in no greater extent 


than necessary, to understand the 
present. I wish to avoid giving of 
fence. I disclaim ll idea of 


desiring to wound the sensibilities of any 
section of the people that are now in this 
confederation, and least of all the sensi- 
bilities of our friends from Lower Canada, 
who in common with us made some local 
sacrifices in the hope, and I think I may 
say, the well founded hope that the gen- 
eral good will prevail, (cheers,) instead 
sir, of madly dissolving our late political 
union, we have like men worthy of our des- 
tiny increased and I hope perpetuated the 
Union. (Applause.) Instead of moving 
backwards we are hopefully marching on- 
ward in the great path of progressive 
civilization, (cheers). But sir, we have 
had some difficulties to encounter. By 
the creation of our Union an adjustment 
of the debts and credits, properties and 
assets of the several Provinces which en- 
tered confederation, became a matter of 
prime necessity, This adjustment in the 
past had beena cause of much anxiety, 
and in the present is still a matter of diffl- 
culty—in fact the difficulty which no [ am 
attempting to deal- It was necessary that 
the General Government should in the 
main assume the debt and with some local 
exceptions acquire the assets of the Pro- 
vinces, and in order to meet the demands 
ofthe Public Creditor should have pow- 
ers of taxation, powers to levy duties, and 
make imposts. But for the same reasons 
that Upper Canada had an excess of debt 
over Lower Canada by large expenditures 
on public works, it was found that United 
Cadada had an excess of debt over the 
Maritime Provinces. Our debt was about 

74,000,000, and of this the confederacy 
assumed only $62,500,000— leaving a sur- 
plus of $10,500,000 for adjustment between 
the old Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada. Iam sorry, sir, that the adjust- 
ment was not made by the B. N. A. Had 
it been the difficulties now before us would 
not have prevented themselves. It was 
by a section of that Act declared that the 
lands and mines in the several Provinces, 
should the property of the Provinces in 
which situate. This was a localization of 
certain assets but not of all assets of the 
general Provinees. So by Section 110 of ‘ 


427 Provincial [(COMMONS.] Arbitration. 428 . 
the Act it is declared that all|the question are of opinion and do 
assets connected with such | adjudge that the assets so enumerated 


portions of the public debt of each 
Province as are assumed by that Province 
shall belong to the Province. And while 
all the assets mentioned in the third sche- 
dule of the Act are made the property of 
Canada, it is declared that the assets nam- 
edin the fourth schedule shall be the pro. 
perty of Ontario and Quebec conjointly, 
and then we have in the 142nd section of 
the Act, the provision that the Division 
and adjustment of the debts, credits, lia. 
bilities, properties and assets of Upper 
and Lower Canada shall be referred to the 
arbitrament of three arbitrators, one 
chosen by the Government of Ontario, 
one by the Government of Quebec and 
one by the Government of Canada. Jn 
this section which is very crude, 


there is no express provision for a deci- ’ 


sion by a majority of the three arbitrators, 
nor is there in it any provision for the 
revocation of an arbitrator’s authority, or 
for the appointment of a new arbitrator 
in the event of an arbitrator appointed 
refusing or becoming incapable to act. 
But this is the whole provision for the set- 
tlement of the debt and assets. Colonel 
Grey was appointed arbitrator for the 
Dominion in March 1868. ‘There was 
not at that time any objection made to 
him as being a resident of Ontario. ‘The 
arbitrators for the two Provinces were 
appointed in, I think, January 1869. These 
arbitrators were judges, no rule was laid 
down for their guidance. But whatever 
they were to do, they were to do as judges 
acting upon legal considerations, and not 
on political considerations or considera- 
tions of State Policy. In this particular, 
I unhesitatingly endorse the language, the 
arbitrator appointed for Quebec who said 
‘their office is not representative or 
deplomatic. They are not delegates or 
commissioners to settle the question of 
division by negetiation and compromise 
each acting for his own Government, and 
bound to obtain all the advantages he can, 
but as arbitrators, their character and 
duties are judicial.” The first question 
which presented itself for the considera- 
tion of the arbitrators, was the question 
whether the assets mentioned in the 
fourth schedule of the Act were subject to 


their decision in other words subject 
to the reference. This question 
was dlecided, I think, properly in 
the aflirmative, and an order was 


made in these words ‘The Arbitrators 
having heard counsel upon the objec- 
tion raised on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Quebec, to their jurisdiction over 
the subject matter of the assets enumer- 
ated in schedule four of British North 
American Act 1867, and duly considered 
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make part of the property and assets the 
division and adjustment whereof has been 
referred to them under the provisions of 
section 142 of the said Act, and that they 
have by virtue of the Act authority to 
divide and adjust the same.”’ This a few 
days since was referred to by my hon: 
friend the member for Peel. Upon that 
occasion it was maintained by the Premier 
of Quebec, who, I regret to say, Owing to 
family affliction is not in his place, as I 
understood him, that it was not held by 
the Arbitrators that there was power to 
make any other than equal division in 
other words, that the words con- 
jointly as used in the 113 section of the 
Act meant co-equally. In that opinion, 
I understood, the hon. member for West- 
moreland a few days since to express his 
concurrence. I am unable to concur in 
that opinion. Looking at sections 113 and 


142 of the Act, and reading them 
together I cannot see that 
the word ‘‘conjointly’”’ necessarily 


means co-equally. If co-equally, why the 
power to divide and adjust ? A power to 
adjust alone would have been all that. was 
required. Power to divide and adjust im- 
plies power to make such a division as 
may be just whether equal or unequal. 
This is my view. And this, sir, was the 
unanimous view of the three Arbitrators. 
Surely members from Quebec will not in 
this point dispute the opinion of their own 
Arbitrator, Judge Day. Here are his 
words: ‘ As tothe word ‘conjointly’ and 
the formal expression shall be the proper- 
ty of Ontario and Quebec conjointly used 
in section 113, it does not seem to me in 
any degree to justify the conclusion that 
those assets were to be so held in perpe- 
tuity, or were to be excluded from the 
general expression used provided for by 
the Act. The use of this word ‘ conjointly’ 
and the whole expression are merely the 
declaration of a fact, not the creation of a 
new right, and it can scarcely be neces- 
sary to say that if the mere fact of the 
property being held conjointly excludes it 
from the general division, then it excludes 
all the other assets, for they are all held 
conjointly, which does not, however, ne- 
cessarily imply equality of interest, and 
if not so held, there could of course 
be no occasion for division. So 
far there was no difference of opinion 
among the arbitrators. sButthe next step 
was attended with greater difficulties. 
The question arose—by what rule shall this 
division and adjournment be made. The 
statute was silent as to arule, but some 
principle of action, some rule for decision 
was evidently demanded. Ontario pro- 
posed any one of these rules—proportion of 
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local debts and assets—population and 
capalization of assets. Quebec would have 
none of these and set upa so called 
principle of partnership—a principle which 
the honourable member of Hochelaga 
rightly treats with contempt as applied 
to such an enquiry. Had the Arbitrators 
been able to agree on any one of these 
rules I judge the Arbitrator for the. Dom1- 
nion from his language would not have 
dissented, and even if he had the decision 
of the remaining twoaccording to the sub- 
sequent holding would have been binding. 
But failing an agreement between the 
arbitration for the Provinces, the arbitra- 
tion for the Dominion adopted the _princi- 
ple as it is called, of ‘‘Origin of debts, ”’ 
and to this the Arbitrator for Ontario 
ultimately assented. And while Quebec 
refused the proposition of Ontario for pro- 
portion of local debts and assets, 1-find her 
counsel using the following language in 
answer to the case of Ontario: ‘Ifthe 
argue of the debt is to be taken as a guide 
recourse must be had, as already stated, 
for Quebec to the true and real origin of 
the whole debt, not to that which is the 
work of mere fancy. Thisseems to be un- 
practicable. If, however, this method of 
adopting the excess of debt is adopted, 
Quebec will be prepared to show that it 
will make its position still better than the 
adoption of that suggested in its case” viz., 
partnership. The hon. member for 
Hochelaga says population should have 
been the rule. But that was steadily and 
firmly opposed by Quebec. Strangely uf. 
fatuated with the so called principle of 
partnership, Quebec refused that which it 
said would make its position better than 
partnership, and refused that which the 
proposer of this motion says should have 
been accepted, viz., population. And yet 
it is Quebec thatis now complaining at the 
award, and as it were, seeking to set it 
aside on a ground which it refused when 
the opportunity was given her! Why, sir, 
if the principles of partnershipwere adopted 
in their integrity and cross accounts 
taken Quebec would be, to use a 
common expression, nowhere. But al- 
though Quebec in words asked to have 
the principle of partnership applied, she 
only sought to charge Ontario with a debt 
of $5,000,000, in other words sought to 
burden Ontario with $8,250,000 of the sur- 
plus debt, leaving only $2,250,000 for her 
own share. If Ontario were charged in 
account with the debt she should be cred- 
ted with the assets representing that debt, 
and should be credited with excess of re- 
venue paid by her every year up to 1867. 
Had this been done, Sir, Quebec would 
have had greater cause of complaint than 
- she now has, (hear, hear.) On 28th May, 
1870, the principle of origin of local debts 
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wasadopted. Judge Day dissented. There 
was no objection up to the time alleged 
against Col. Grey, and no contention that 
unanimity of decision was requisite. I am 
not prepared to condemn the principle of 
‘‘ origin of local debt3.’’ I think there is 
much to be said in favour of it. When 
these debts were contracted for the bene- 
fit of either section of the Province of 
Canada, equivalents were given to the 
other, So that the debt represented the 
asset and the asset the debt. Looking at 
the history of financial appropriations for 
local works in the late Province of Cana- 
da, | must say the principle of local debts 
—that is—local assets to the Province in 
which situated and charging that Province 
with their cost—seems to me to have been 
a very natural mode of division and ad- 
justment. When the decision was come 
to as to the rule of action it was, though 
not made public, communicated by the 
Arbitrators of Quebec and Ontario to their 
respective Governments. The next step 
was a telegraph dated 6th June, from 
Judge Day, requesting the postponement 
of the delivery of the decision. No par- 
ticular reason was assigned for the request. 
But on that day I see by the correspon- 
dence that the Government of Quebec by 
minute in Council adopted the conclusion 
that it was essential to the validity of any 
decision to be given by the Arbitrators 
that their judgment should be unanimous. 
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This minute in Council was 
communicated to the Arbitrators on 
16th June. But at the meeting of the 


arbitrators held in Montreal on 6th July, 
following Ontario demanded the publica- 
tion of the decision. This was resisted by 
Quebec on the ground that unanimity 
was necessary, ani that at all events that 
question should be argued and determined 
before the decision was pronounced as to 
the rule of action. To this contention the 
arbitrators submitted. An argument was 
had on the unanimity, and unanimity was 
held not to be necessary. Judge Day then 
voluntarily retired from the court anda 
protest was filed against Col. Grey’s qualifi- 
cation. On 9th July, Judge Day tendered 
his resignation to the Government of Que- 
bec, which resignation was afterwards ac- 
cepted, his authority as an arbitrator at- 
tempted to be revoked and application 
made to the local courts for prohibitation 
of this process to restrain the proceed- 
ings of the remaining arbitrators. So an- 
noyed were the arbitrators at these extra, 
judicial and illegal proceedings, that they 
held the remaining meetings in Toronto, 
beyond the reach of the nugatary but an- 
noying proceedings of the Quebec Court, 
of the Courts of Quebec to restrain the 
Arbitrators the Courts of Quebec would 
have power to command them to proceed. 
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What would be the result ? 
tors could not remain in either Province. 
The very statement of the proposition 
shows the absurdity of such a usurpation 
of jurisdiction. On 4th August the two 
Arbitrators met in Toronto decided to pay 
no submission to the proceedings of the 
Quebec Courts, and adjourned till 17th 
August so as to notify Judge Day to be 


present at their deliberations if he saw fit.” 


Judge Day attended no meetings in To- 
ronto, An award was made giving about 
five-ninths of the assets at their full value 
to Ontario and four-ninths to Quebec. It 
also made provision for the payment of the 
surplus debt. This award so made is now 
attacked for illegality and injustice. It 
does not appear to me that any of the ob- 
jections to the validity of the award are 
entitled to prevail. Take first the alleged 
disqualification of Col. Grey. I do not 
think there is anything in the objection, 
and if there were the objection has been 
waived, JIadmit that the British North 
America Act declares that the Arbi- 
trator chosen by the Government 
of Canada shall not be a resident either in 
Ontario or Quebec. Was Colonel Grey, 
when appointed in March 1868, a resident 
of Ontario? It is not pretended that he 
was, but it is said that by afterwards remain- 
ing here, he became a resident; subse- 
quent residence does not forfeit the 
ofiice. here was qualification at the time 
of the appointment. But supposing subse- 
quent residence would forfeit the office; 
did Colonel Grey ever become a resident 
within the meaning of the enactment? 
Residence in the section means permanent 
residence—a person resident in one of the 
Provinces without an animus revertendi to 
his own Province. Jt 1s not pretended 
that Colonel Grey did at any time give up 
the intention of returning to New Bruns- 
wick, the Province from which he came. 
His residence here was temporary and 
only for the purpose of discharging his 
public duties at the seat of Government 
of the Dominion. But, sir, if there were 
any thing in the objection, it should have 
been taken before July 1870. It was not 
taken in the order in Council of Quebec 
of 6th June 1870. 

Mr. JOLY begged to be permitted to 
remark that the objection was taken by 
the order in Council of 6th June, before 
the retirement of Judge Day, and referred 
to the hon. member for Megantic to sup- 
port this statement. 

Hon. Mr. IRVINE corroborated the state- 
ment. 

Mr, HARRISON—I have in the book 
before me what purports to be a copy of 
that order in Council, and in it there is no 
reference to the residence of Colonel Grey. 

Mr, JOLY said the copy was not correct. 
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The only correct copy was the one in the 
blue book published at Quebec. 

Mr. HAKRISON—I have not seen the 
book to which the hon. gentleman refers, 
But assuming that the printed copy which 
I hold in my hands, is not correct in the 
particular mentioned, the position of Que- 
bec is not at all improved, So long as 
there was a chance of Colonel Grey decid- 
ing favorably to Quebec, there was no 
objection to him. But whenit was found 
by his decision of May, that he was likely 
to give an independent judgment, and 
that judgment adverse to the supposed 
interests of Quebec, objection was for the 
first time raised. Had he decided for Que- 
bec Iapprebend there would have been no 
objection on the part of Quebec. Now, 
a party to litigation cannot take the 


chance without objection of a 
favorable decision from an_ ar- 
bitrator and afterwards repudiate 


his authority when the decision 1s found to 
be adverse, (hear, hear). This seems to 
me to have been the conduct of Quebec. 
And if so supposing the objection to be at 
all well taken, it was not taken in suffi- 
cient time to be now available, as if it were 
on an application to set aside the award. 
Nor do I think that the objection as to 
want of unanimity is well founded. It is 
true that the section ofthe British North 
America Act does not provide for a deci- 
sion of the majority. And if this were the 
case of a private award, I should hold the 


pbjection a fatal one. But in the case of 


public awards the rule is different. In 
the case of a private award where a refer- 
ence fails the parties are remitted to the 
ordinary Courts of the country, which have 


jurisdiction to settle their disputes. So 


that there can be no failure of justice. 
But in the case of a public award—and that 
this is a public award has never been 
denied, the ordinary Courts have no juris- 
diction. The only Court having jurisdic- 
tion is the Court specially constituted for 
the settlement of the matters in dispute, 
It was intended by the Act that there 
should be adecision. If so it was never 
intended that any one of the three Arbitra- 
tors by refusing to join in the decision 
could prevent a decision. The question is 
One simply of intention. And in such a 
case in order to prevent any one Arbitra- 
tor holding the absolute power to prevent 
a decision, it has been again and again 
held that without express words of au- 
thority the majority may make an award. 
Books of practice are full of decisions on 
this ground. IfIam right in this view, it 
disposes of the next objection taken to the 
award, that is to say, that it was made in 
the absence of the Arbitrator for Quebec. 
I admit that if any trick had been 
practiced upon him, that if no opportunity 
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had been given him to be present. 
at deliberations of the Arbitrators, that | 
‘if no opportunity had been given him to 


concur in the decision which was pro- 


nounced, the objection would be a good 


one. Buthis absence was voluntary, he 
had every opportunity to be present at 
the deliberations of the Arbitrators and 
refused. Hisabsence was not the fault of 
He resigned be. 
cause he could not agree with his co-judges 
on the questions submitted for decision. 
The law makes no provision for such a 
resignation or for the revocation of 
authority under such circumstances. And 
I never before heard ofa Judge resigning his 
position on the bench because in a matter 
brought up for decision he was in the 
minority. His absence was therefore not 
only voluntary but wrongful, and those 
who are responsible for the wrong are now 
seeking to get up their own wrong asa 
groundtor relief from the award. Sucha 
position is surely untenable, as well in 


morals as in law (hear, hear), 


Hon. Mr. DORION.—Suppose Colonel 
Gray had also refused to act, could the 
Arbitrator for Ontario have given a de- 
cision ? 

Mr. 8 ARRISON---No ! Because then it 
would have been the decision of a min- 
ority. I donot argue for the validity of 
& minority but of a majority decision. 
Chis disposed of all the objections taken to 
the award, with the exception of one, and 
that is the division of the assets mentioned 
in the Fourth Schedule. 1 have already 
adverted to this point. I have shown that 
“‘conjointly’’ does not necessarily mean 
coequaliy, and I have shown the authority 
of Judge Day himself in support of this 
argument. In whatI have said about the 


Arbitrator for Quebec 1 mean no disrespect 


to that learned gentleman. On the con. 
trary, I have the pleasure of his acquaint- 


ance, and can sincerely join with 
those who deservedly ~ hold his 
legal attainments in high respect, 


what he did, he did, I am sure, from 
proper motives, and as he thought for 
the best in the interest of his Province. 


Ishould be sorry to assail his motives or 


the motives of any of the gentlemen who 
acted as Arbitrators. Butwhen he agrees 
with me en a point of law, when that was 
the only point on which the Arbitrators 
were unanimous, I have a right to assume 
against Quebec that the point was well 
decided. Well, so, assuming it, there is 
involved in the assumption the discretion- 
ary powers to make an unequal division— 


less to one, more to the other, as influenced 


by considerations of Justice. This brings 
me to the remaining ground on which 
apart from’ the validity of the award, its 
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justice is attacked. I cennot help thinking 
that those who hold strong views ugainst 
the validity of the award weaken their po 
sition by any general argument of its 
alleged injustice in a political point of 
view, oron mere political considerations. 
(Hear, hear.) But even here, Sir. we are 


| prepared to join issue with those who at- 


tack the award. 
It being 6 o’clock, the House arose 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. HARRISON resumed the debate— 
Before the adjournment Sir, I. gave 
my reasons for not bkeing able to 
agree to the proposition that the award 
is void for illegalities, Gentlemen from 
Quebec differ from me, but I have, I think, 
at all events shown to the House that the 
validity of the award is not so clearly to 
be decided against us as assumed by those 
gentlemen. Whether legal or not is a 
question of law? Who is to decide that 
question? Not the Government, for it is 
not a court of law; not this House for it is 
not a court of law. All that the House 
can say is that the validity of the award, 
considering the conflict of opinion among 
the legal gentlemen in the House and out 
of the House, is doubtful. But so long as 
it is doubtful I contend the House should 
not deal with it. Let the legal question be 
determined by a competent tribunal. 
Until the decision of some tribunal having 
authority to deal with such matters I con- 
tend we have nothing to do with it as just 
or unjust under political considerations. 
But while taking this position I am not to 
be understood as conceding that itis unjust. 
lt is alleged that it is unjust because it 
concedes. to Ontario five-ninths of the 
assets. But these assets are local assets. 
If it be true that Upper Canada contributed 
five-ninths of the revenue I apprehend her 
receiving five-ninths of the assets cannot 
be said to be unjust. Besides this has 
the merit of being as nearly as possible a 
decision according to population. And 
the fact that it is so, goes far to prove that 
the rule adopted by the Arbitrators is more 
than a mere arbitrary one, that it is a 
rule in its operation so just that the result 
is nearly the sameas that of which Quebec 
is now so muchin favour—I mean popula- 
tion. It is alleged that some of the assets 
assigned to Lower Canada are worthless. 
That, I think, may be said of some of the 
assets assigned to Upper Canada. Lut if 
during the Union, money was squandered 
in one section of the Province more than 
in the other, that is of itself no reason for 
increasing the burdens on the section 
which spent its money judiciously and has 
the mors valuable assets to show for the 
expenditure, The great outcry, however, 
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against the award arises from the fact that 


the Arbitrators did not see their way 
to charge Upper Canada with the 
debt of $5,000,000. I confess, to 


me, that while this is the point on which 
those who attack the award most dwell, it 
is the least defensible of all the points 
taken. The assets in respect of which 
that debt was mainly incurred are now 
the property of the Dominion, and Quebec 
and Ontarlo in their dealings with the re- 
maining Provinces to the Federal compact 
have conjointly received credit for them. 
Besides, Lower Canada during the Union 
had the use of them free of cost. And 
this is sought to be: accomplished under 
the specious phrase partnership—a part- 
nership all on one side—a partnership 
without the taking of accounts—a partner- 
ship which takes from one of the partners 
works of the value of nearly $5,000,000 
and seeks to charge him the debt for cost 
of construction, while refusing to allow him 
anything for his property or surplus con- 
tributions to the common fund. The posi- 
tion is amonstrous one. I cannot think 
that those who advocate it have ever con- 
sidered it in all its bearings, But I am 
unable to see what authority the Arbitra- 
tors had to go behind the Act of Union. 
Their power was to divide 
and adjust the debts and assets 
in which the Provinces were conjointly in- 
terested, that is as I understand it, debts 
and assets which arose after the Union, 
and during its continuance. I maybe 
mistaken in this opinion, I am not 
bigoted to my opinion, but the more I 
reflect upon it the more strengthened I 
become in the conviction that it is right. 
J, however, for reasons already given, do 
not think it necessary to prosecute this 
enquiry any further. Underlying it are 
the legal questions. They must be deter- 
mined by the Privy Council. If decided 
in favour of Quebec, there must be a new 
Arbitration. If decided against Quebec, 
and Quebec be notwithstanding able to 
show injustice or oppression, I can vouch 
for it that the public men of Ontario will 
not be found unreasonable or exacting, 
(applause). Our public men are I think 
disposed not only to act justly but liberal- 
ly to our Lower Canada neighbours, whose 
welfare is our welfare and whose prosper- 
ity 1s our prosperity, (cheers). We are 
now in Confederation for weal or for woe. 
The issue must under Providence to 
a great extent depend on our 
own conduct towards each other 
Sectional strife must, above all things, be 
avoiled. (Hear, hear.) The thought of 
disruption is not for a moment to be en- 
tertained. (Cheers.) The man who need- 
lessly provokes sectional strife wickedly 
weakens the ties of Confederation, and 
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knowingly strengthens the hands of our 
enemies. I look upon the resolution 
moved by the member for Hochelagy as 
inexpedient and unnecessary. I hold it 
inexpedient because it is inopportune ; 
because its pressure while the legal 
questions are undecided needlessly raises 
dissension ; because not so much framed 
in the interests of our common country as 
for the purpose of gaining some party ad- 
vantage over the Government of Quebec. 
I cannot forget in what manner the mover 


| taunted the Minister of Militia with the 
' vengeance of Quebec, for in his place as 4 
‘member of this House and Leader of the 


Government doing what he considered to 


| be his duty in the interest of the whole 


Dominion. I say, Sir, that on questions of 


this serious character, the claims of our 


country must be placed higher than the 
mere claims of party, (cheers.) I think 
the resolution unnecessary, for without the 
aid of the Imperial Parliament, we have ac- 


cording to the opinion of the Law 


Officers of the Crown, a right to 
do what we like with our own. Entertaining 
this opinion of the motion of the member 
for Hochelaga, I shall vote aga:nst it and 
against any similar resolution with similar 
party objects that may come from a mem- 
ber for Ontario. The occasion is too seri- 
ous a one for mere party manceuvers. 
The amendment moved by the member 
for Chateauguay has all the vice of the 
motion of the member for Hochelaga, 
with this addition, that its carriage would 
be the defeat of the Government that has 
already done so much in building up our 
Confederation [cheers]. Let us now that we 
are about to welcome British Columbia 
into the Union, tighten the bonds of 
union. Other Provinces, such as New- 
foundland and Prince Edward Island, have 
yet to apply for admission. We must not 
by needless discussion frighten them from 
doing so—divided we fall—united we stand 
—divided we shall relapse into our former 
state of colonial littleness; united we 
shall present to the world the spectacle 
of a great and growing confederacy, in 
process of time second to none on this 
continent (loud cheers). 

Mr. MILLS agreed with some of the re- 
marks of his hon. friend from Toronto, and 
from some he differed. 
lieve that if the House had no jurisdiction 
in the matter, as asserted by the hon. 
member, then he had no right to discuss 
However, there was this 


| justification for him, that if the Ontario 


' 
' 
\ 
i 
| 


| 


members refused to discuss it on its 
merits, the Quebec representatives might 
suppose that there were no just grounds 


on which to rest the claims of Ontario. It © 


seemed to him there was something more 
to be discussed in this case than merely its 


He did not be-- 


oe 


of 
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merits. At the London Conference it was 
decided that the Dominion should assume 
sixty-two millions of the debt of Canada, 
and that the remaining ten and a half 
millions should be divided between the 
two Provinces. Now, he contended that 
unless the parties who were now liable for 
this debt should come to this House ard 
ask that this debt should be assumed by 
the Parliament of Canada. It was there- 
fore presumptuous on the part of this 
Government and this House to talk of as- 
suming this debt when neither of the 
parties interested in it had asked them to 
take. He disapproved of the motion of 
the hon. member for Chateauguay, for it 
asked Ontario to contribute the same pro- 
portion she did pay before Confederation, 
and which was thought to be unjust in 
itself, and which gave rise to the 
demand for constitutional changes. 
If this motion, asking for the assumption 
of the surplus debt were carried, could 
they assume the debt imposed by the con- 
stitution on Qntario, and _ particularly 
without the consent of its representa- 
tives? Tull the people or Government of 
Ontario asked that the debt should be 
assumed by the Dominion, this Parlia- 


-menthad no right or power to assume it. 


This House at present was not the tribu- 
nal to settle this question. He did not 
feel disposed to discuss this question on 
its merits. He quite agreed with the views 
taken of this question by the hon. mem- 
ber for Toronto. He believed that much 
more could be said in. defence of the va- 
lidity of the award. The question for this 
House to decide was whether it had juris- 
diction to set aside that award. All other 
questions should be lost sight of at least 


until this one was settled. Supposing it | 
| might not have had due effect from the 


were possible for this Parliament or Do- 
minion to assume the surplus debt of the 
two Provinces, without their consent or 
solicitation, the Lower Provinces would 
have to be compensated. Thé debt would 
swell from ten and a half to twelve and a 
half millions, of which Ontario wou!d have 
to pay seven millions. Now, it was to get 
rid of what was admitted to be unjust that 
a portion of the debt was taken from the 
Dominion Government and given to the 
Local Governments. The House had, 
therefore, no right to ask for changes. 
The Confederation Act was a compact 
which the House had no right to violate, 
*® compact which had received the assent 
the Imperial Government, and 
which was therefore binding.—- 
He did not agree with the member for 
West Toronto as to the way the motion of 
the member for Hochelaga should be 
treated. We had no right to attempt to 
settle the question here. How came it 
that the party satisfied with the decision 
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should be forced to appeal from it? The 
Government, having appointed arbitrators, 
should act on their award, and leave it to 
the dissatisfied party to make the appeal. 
The Government had no discretion in the 
matter, but having decided not to act 
upon it, they virtually declared it invalid. 
The member for West Toronto was bound 
to contend the Government should not act 
on this award till set aside by a competent 
authority (hear, hear). 


Mr. DUFRESNE would not discuss the 
question as to its legality or illegality, for 
he maintained that the validity of an 
award was only to be decided by the pow- 
er which appointed the arbitration. He 
did not think that the discussion of vali- 
dity in this House was culculated to bene- 
fit either Ontario or Quebec. He thought 
the position taken by some hon. members 
that this question should be decided by a 
majority of this House was one fraught 
with danger. The framers of the Union 
Act had very wisely left the disposal of 
the assets of the late Province to a power 
outside of this House, and it was well that. 
a question so calculated to create sectional 
jealousies should have been left for decision 
to an arbitration. The Covernment oj 
Ottawa properly said, they would not take 
cognisance of the award till a higher tri- 
bunal acted upon it. ‘That was the only 
safe and logical position. The only mo- 
tion that should receive his support would 
be that of the hon. Minister of Militia. 
The only wise course was to accept it and 
remain quiet (hear, hear and laughter). 


Mr. JOLY said, that the members rep- 
resenting Quebec were unanimous on this 
question. He was afraid that the argu- 
ments advanced by the Premier of Quebec 
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fact of his having to speak in a language 
not his own. The representatives of Que- 
bec were determined to adopt every con- 
stitutional means in their power to oppose 
the award. The general argument of those 
speaking against the amendment of the 
hon. member for Chateaugay seemed to 
be that the Bominion Parliament was not 
the proper body to deal with the question, 
but he was convinced that however the 
matter was decided by the Privy Council, 
whether Quebec was successful or not, as 
in the event of Quebec being successful 
there would have to bea new Arbitration, 
for the forming of which there was no pro- 
vision in the present state of the law, the 
matter would sooner or later have to be 
dealt with by that House, and he thought 
further that now, when the House seemed 
to desire to dispose of the question in such 
a way as would allay all bitterness, and 
when Ontario seemed disposed to deal 
justly and generously, now was the best 
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time to deal with the matter; and, accord- 
ing to his view the only way in which the 
matter could be dealt with, satisfactorily, 
was for the Dominion to assume the whole 
of the debt,—and he thought if such a 
proposal had emanated from some hon. 
member on the Government side of the 
House it would have met with a much bet- 


ter reception than now, that it 
had originated with the hon- 
ourable member for  Chateaugay. 


If the Privy Council should decide Quebec 
was wrong, and that the award was good- 
in what position would the Quebec mem, 
bers stand? Could they again come be- 
fore the House and protesr against an al- 
leged injustice? They would not in such 
event be in as good a legal position as at 
present. While the present doubt existed, 
Quebec members should anxiously seek 
for a decision of the question by this 
House. The only argument against the 
motion of the member for Chateauguay, 
on the part of Quebec members, 
was that it was one of non- 
confidence. If any member was of opin- 
ion that the Government had not acted 
properly or wisely in this matter, he should 
express freely his regret that such an easy 
mode of ‘settling this difficulty as the 
member for Hochelaga proposed was not 
recommended by the Government. He 
thought the member for West Toronto was 
very severe in saying that if a comparison 
between the rival claims of Quebec and 
Ontario were made on the basis of their 
respective contributions to the revenue, 
since the former Union, Quebec would 
be nowhere. Certainly she had not paid 
in as muchas Ontario during the latter 
half of the union period, but had been the 
greater contributor during the first portion 
of the time. Besides, the admissions of 
eminent Upper Canadians were on record, 
to show the high appreciation of the be- 
nefits of union with Quebec, formed by the 
people of the West in 1840 and 1841. 
Certainly their admissions would not justi- 
fy the conclusion that Quebec occupied a 
comparatively unimportant place in the 
union, or was a partner of little value. He 
thought in discussing this question, that 
no harm would be done—no obstacle 
thrown in the way of an early anda pro- 
per solution of the difficulty, by rendering 
justice to the Eastern Province. (Cheers.) 

Hon. Mr. IRVINE said 1t appeared as if 
the gentlemen who had spoken were 
generally of opinion that the House was 
not the proper tribunal to deal with the 
question, and they had all discussed it 
very fully, and the hon. member for To- 
ronto West although one of the most de- 
cided in that opinion, had been the one 
who had gone most deeply into the ques- 
tion. As he also was of opinion that the 
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question would go before the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, and that 
that therefore would be the appropriate — 
place to advance the _ legal views 
of the case, he should not follow 
the example set him, and discuss the 
legality of the matter, but he could not re- 
frain from explaining his views of the diffi- 
cult position in which he conceived the 
members for Quebec to be placed. If the 
award bore any semblance of legality, or 
was basedon any principle, so that they 
would have been able to say to their peo- 
ple that the judgment appeared to be ac- 
cording to law, they would have endeavor: 
ed to submit, but they were not able to 
say so, they could not say that judgment 
had been given by a proper authority, or 
that they had their property taken from 
them on any recognisable principle. With 
regard to the points raised as to the re- 
sidence in Ontario of the Dominion Arbi- 
trator, and the necessity for an unanimous 
decision, he did not intend more than to 
mention those questions, but he thought 
that the main difficuity consisted in this, 
that the law required that the tribunal 
should be constituted of three, while at 
the time of the award, the award was not 
only given by two, but by those two 
at a time when the third had ceased to be 
one of their number, and it was perfectly 
manifest that whereas the Court was re- 
quired to be composed of three it was in 
reality composed of two. ‘The circum- 
stance of the third having been notified 
of the continuance of the proceedings 


had no bearing on the _ subject, 
for any individual might just as 
well have been fe) notified 


as Judge Day for any connection he then 
had with the matter. It was pretended 
that because he had accepted the post, 
and commenced the duties, he was there- 
fore bound to carry the matter out to the 
end, but he thought such a proposition 
could not be supported, as it would be 
absurd to suppose that when a man once 
commenced an undertaking, no possible 
circumstance could relieve him from car- 
rying itout. It was further contended 
that if it were admitted that two Arbitra- 
tors could not make an award, therefore 
no award would ever be arrived at, but he 
denied that, for though Judge Day might 
cease to be an Arbitrator there was noth- 
ing to prevent the Province of Quebec 
from naming another in his stead. But 
had that Province ever been asked to 
name another person? No. On the con- 
trary the remaining Arbitrators continued 
their sittings onthe very day that Judge 
Day resigned, and on the following day, 
on being served with a prohibition from 
the Superior Court of Montreal, they at 
once removed to Toronto, and immediately 
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with the most extraordinary haste the 
whole matter was wound up, and the 
award given by the two remaining Arbitra- 
tors. For this reason, independent ot 


others, they could not face their people, 
-and advise them to submit to the decision. 


If it could have been urged that though, 
perhaps not legal, the award was just, and 
that their best plan was to accept it, and 
so avoid all further difficulties, they 
might have consented to do so, but such 
was not the case, for on looking into the 
matter they found Ontario with an im- 
mense preponderence of assets, and _ that 
while Ontario commenced the Union in 
debt and came out rich, the reverse was 
the case with Quebec. He did consider that 
they were entitled to be judged on some 
principle, and not that they should be 
judged on one principle one day, and then 
when that principle acted to their advan- 
tage that the opposite one should be 
taken. They had been told that if the 
award had been on a partnership basis as 
they had proposed they would have been 
in a worse position than at present, but 
even then they would have had some 
satisfaction in knowing that they had been 
Judged on the principle for which they 
contended. Under these circumstances, 
they could not advise their people to sub- 
mit to the award, but were compelled to 
endeavour by all the constitutional means 
in their power to escape from that award. 
The present question, however, was how 
the House should deal with the matter. 
The hon. member for Chateauguay, had 
asked them to lay aside the whole pro- 
ceedings of the late Province of Canada, 
and ask the Imperial authorities to give 
to the Parliament of Canada, authority to 
deal with the matter, but looking at the 
question, not in a Quebec, but a Dominion 
point of view, he thought such would be 
most undesirable, and he did not see why 
they should seek to throw such an apple 
of discord into their midst—and if such 
were done, and they were called upon to 
make an award, he was sure they would 
fail far more signally than the arbitrators 
had done. Hedid not think it could have 
been expected that the Government 
should take the matter up in a different 
‘way from that in which they had done. It 
had been contended that they were bound 
to notice the award, and act upon it, but 
in his opinion, they had acted far 
more wisely, as the judgment was 


of such a nature that 1t was impossible for 


them to act upon it, and all they could do 
was to leave the matter to be decided by 
the proper tribunal. This would be the 
result of the motion of the hon. Minister 
of Militia. But there was one difficulty 
in bringing the matter before the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, namely, 


30 


[Marcu 18, 1871.] 


442 


that the question would have to be argued 
simply in its legal aspect, without regard 
to the merits of the case. If that Com- 
mittee should decide in favour of Quebec, 
the matter would remain in very much its 
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‘present position, while, if the decision 


should be in favour of Ontario, which he 
did not believe possible, the difticulty 
would still not be removed. He thought, 
therefore, that if the matter could be set- 
tled without reference to the Privy Coun- 
cil, such should be done. The hon. 
member for Lotbiniere had objected to any 
member refusing to vote for a motion, 
because, while he agreed with the prin- 
ciple, it involved a want of confidence, 
but he thought it perfectly proper, while 
agreeing with an abstract proposition, not 
to vote for it, when couched in such a way 
as to be a direct attack on a Government 
he desired to support, and while he agreed 
with the motion of the member for Chate- 
auguay, he would not vote for it in its 
present shape. I1f some arrangement 
could be made by which the Dominion 
should assume the debt, in a satisfactory 
way to both Ontario and Quebec, the whole 
difficulty would be overcome, and he was 
sure the Dominion would suffer no less. 
He understood that the Premier of Que- 
bec, in the event of the amendment of the 
Hon. member for Chateauguay being lost, 
had intended to prepare a further amend- 
ment, having a similar object, but not 
couched in such disagreeable terms, but 
he very much regretted to say that his 
hon. friend had been compelled to leave 
the city on account of serious illness in 
his family. 

Mr. GHOFFRION said there were three 
parties interested in this matter, the two 
Provinces and the Dominion Government. 
It was the duty of the latter to be in a po- 
sition to express an opinion on the award. 
It was, therefore, quite proper for the hon. 
member for Bellechasse to introduce a 
motion asking the House to declare that 
the award was illegal. It would then be 
for the Government to take action as the 
majority of the House should decide. He 
did not propose to speak of the justice of 
the award, but he could not agree with 
the view taken by the hon. member for 
Toronto that if the debt had been divided 
in proportion to the amount paid by each 
Province, Ontario would get two-thirds of 
the assets. If such a basis should be 
adopted, Quebec, being the older Province 
and having heen contributing to the debt 
for a longer period than Untario, would 
receive a larger proportion of the assets. 
The motion of the member for Chateau- 
guay proposed the Dominion’s assumption 
of the surplus debt, and the compensa- 
tion of the Lower Provinces, several mem- 
bers approved of this principle, but con- 
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demned its form because expressing re- 
gret or want of confidence in the Govern- 
ment. The Government, however, first 
opposed the motion from _ the 
Opposition side of the House. The 
motion of the member for Chateau- 
guay was but the complement of 
that of the member for Hochelaga. 
Ministers did not act, however, as if they 
really believed the former a motion of 
want of confidence. The question was— 
was there a difficulty between Quebec and 
Ontario respecting the decision of the 
Arbitrators? He believed so, and that 
the member for Chateauguay proposed the 
proper remedy. ‘The principle of the mo- 
tion was practically approved by the 
Quebec Ministry, and other members on 
the Ottawa Government side of the House, 
Since the Solicitor General for Quebec said 
he would support it presented in another 
form, it was amazing to see how the 
motions of hon. members of the Opposi- 
tion from Quebec were regarded by the 
hon, members from the same Province on 
the opposite side of the House. the mo- 
tives of hon. members on his (Opposition) 
side of the House were impugned, and 
the hon. members themselves were charg- 
ed with a desire to injure their Province. 
It seemed tohim that this cry was too old 
now to have any effect. It seemed to him 
that the only excuse for delaying the set- 
tlement of this question till after an ap- 
peal should be made tothe Privy Councu, 
was to have it unsettled till after the elec- 
tions. If he wereas ready to impugn the 
motives of hon. members opposite as they 
(the Government) were to ch*rge hon. 
members of the Opposition with bad mo- 
tives, he would say that this was their 
object. It would, at anyrate, be a more 
plausible accusation to make against them. 
He would, however, say nothing more on 
the subject. He would record his vote for 
the motion of the hon. member for Cha- 
teauguay, believing that it proposed the 


best mode of settling the difficulty. 
(Cheers.) 
Mr. SCATCHERD said he had heard 


nothing to change his opmion that the 
award was fair and just, or that Ontario 
should appeal to the Privy Council. What 
had both parties to do but submit to the 
award of Arbitrators to whose appoint- 
ment all parties consented, What sur- 
prised him was that not one of the Ontario 
Ministers or Dominion Ministers had 
hitherto spoken on this subject. 
thought the Ottawa Government respon- 
sible forall the present difficulty. If they 
had stopped the arbitration proceedings 
on Judge Day’s retirement, or acted upon 
the award when made, the present trouble 
would not have resulted. ‘The motion of 
the member for Hochelaga could not have 
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been designed for any other purpose than 
political effect in Quebec. If the Domin- 
ion assumed the surplus debt, as before, 
Ontario would be unjustly dealt with, as 
she would have to pay for three-fourths of 
this liability. He proceeded to reply to 
some of the remarks and arguments of 
Quebec members on this subject, and ex- 
pressed himself incredulous as to any at- 
tempt of Quebec to secede in consequence 
of the adverse award. He did not think 
Ontario should take any action touching 
this award in the shape of an appeal from 
it. He would vote in a manner to express 
his disapproval of the conduct of the Gov- 
ernment in this important matter (hear, 
hear.) 


Hon. JOS. HOWE said that he would 
regret extremely that the two Provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec should disunite on 
this subject. He had been led to be- 
lieve that a case once before a legal tri- 
bunal could not be dealt with by thisHouse. 
How could Government dare to contro! 
the decision ofa Judge? The representa. 
tives of the Maritime Provinces viewed this. 
question in a different light, perhaps, 
from that of the interested parties. They 
considered that a great tribunal had been 
established for the settlement of this ques- 
tion, and it would be a grave breach of 
duty for the Government to step in and 
interfere with the decision of the arbitra- 
tors. He, asa membersof the Adminis- 
tration would oppose any such action on 
the part of the Cabinet. He contended 
that legal tribunals should deal with this: 
question and all such ~— sources 
should be exhausted before the 
House undertook to grapple with it. It 
was clear, therefore, that it was prema- 
ture to discuss the question now in this 
House. <All the interests of this great 
Dominion depended on a fair and impar- 
tial decision of this difficulty, by a com- 
petent legal tribunal, and he hoped it 
would be settled in that way, 
rather than by a majority in this House. 
The member for Vercheres referred to 
what had taken place in the case of Nova 
Scotia. Here was a_ political question, 
not a legal one, and the result had prov- 
ed the sagacious character of its settle- 
ment. All he could say was that when 
the present question came before the 
House properly, the members from the 
Maritime Provinces would do their best to 
deal with it considerately, generously and 
fairly, remembering their candid and 
liberal treatment by the majority of this 
House from Quebec and Ontario. Mean- 
time it was only a waste of time to continue 
the discussion of this question. 


_Mr. MAGILL regretted that this ques- 
tion was again brought before the- House. 
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He had hoped that not only the wisdom 
of our Own country, but that of Great 
Britain had decided how this debt was to 
be divided, He was satistied that it had 
been adjusted on fair and equitable prin. 
ciples and that if it had been as favourable 
to Quebec as to Ontario, the people of 
the Upper Province would not murmur at 
it, but accept the award as final. The 
Provinces entered the Confederation as 
equals and, therefore, that basis should be 
accepted. The accounts should be settled 
between them as between partners from 
the date of the Union. If the Province 
of Quebec had expended her funds ex- 
travagantly while the other Province had 
by prudence and economy increased in 
wealth, it was manifestly unfair to make 
an equal division of the assets when an 
adjustment was made. The one which 
had been thriftless had no right to a share 
of the savings of the other. 


Mr. LANGLOIS argued that the motion 
of the hon. member for Hochelaga would 
be most dangerous in its results if carried. 
It proposed that the Imperial Parliament 
should give to the Canadian 
the power to settle this question. From 
the speeches and arguments he had heard 
_ during the debate, it was evident that the 
Quebec members would take one side, and 
the Ottawa members the other. How then 
was the difficulty to be overcome in this 
House ? Quebec could only fall back on 
the members of the Maritime Provinces 
who, no doubt would also be divided, and 
they would be as far off a settlement as 
ever. The member for Hochelaga had 
himself admitted that the question was 
a purely legal one, then why take it from 
a legal tribunal like the Privy Council to 
submit it to this Legislature? The award 
was undoubtedly invalid because it was 
made by two members of a court which 
was specifically composed of three. He con- 
tended there was no force in the argument 
that Upper Canada should be credited 
with a large amount of assets as an offset 
to her five millions of debt ; because that 
the public works for which this debt was 
incurred, turned to the general advantage. 
Quebec had also spent a great deal in pub- 
lic works, and had as good a right to claim 
consideration on this head. Yet she had 
no déubt on entering the Union, and was 
ready to bear ashare of that of Ontario. He 
replied to other arguments on thegide of 
Ontario, and declared his determination 
to oppose the motion of the member for 
Hochelaga. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said Quebec had not 
come before the House asa Province, its 
representatives here differing widely on 
the Arbitration question. ‘The Minis- 
ters of Quebec did not propose 
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an appeal on any other action 
on their part, and the Ottawa Ministers. 
had shown themselves equally  in- 


active. An appeal to the Privy Council had 
been talked of. If it approved of the 
award there would be still more reason for - 
coming here than at present, at least be- 
fore all the Provinces were consulted on 
the subject of the financial arrangements. 
which formed the basis of the Union. He 
did not think they ought to take up this. 
question in Parliament at this time; and: 
unless the other Provinces, all interested, 
in the financial basis of the union, were 
consulted, he did not see why this matter 
should be taken upatall. For the present. 
he would probably vote against all the- 
motions on this subject. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER thought it 
strange that no one had apologized for the 
absence of the hon. member for Chateau- 
guay, who had proposed a motion of want. 
of confidence. It was more grievous inits. 
injustice towards Quebec than the resolu- 
tion of the hon. member for Hochelaga, 
for it forced a judgment against Quebec: 
when that Province was not in a position: 
to say it was labouring under a grievance. 
The Dominion Government was trustee of” 
the assets to be divided between the two: . 
Provinces, yet this motion called on them, 
(the Government) to hand over the assets. 
beiore the award was sustained. 


Mr. BARTHE said it was undeniable: 
that the people of Quebec were indignant. 
at the manner in which their interests had: 
been sacrificed by the Arbitrators. This. 
was no question of money, but one of 
politics, and was therefore one to be dis- 
cussed and settled by this House. Quebec: 
was undoubtedly the pivot of the Confed- 
eration, and iujustice done to it was in- 
justice done to the whole Dominion. He: 
believed, therefore, that the argument of* 
the Hon. Minister of Militia, that the On- 
tario representatives were in the majority,. 
would not hold. Let the wrongs of Quebec: 
be fairly shown to this House, and he 
had no ‘doubt that the sense. 
of justice would overcome all sectional 
partiality and a majority would be found 
to re-adjust this unfair award. He had for 
fifteen years been a supporter of the Gov- 
ernment, but he was not prepared to sus- 
tain them in the course they were pursu- 
ing in regard to this question [hear, hear]. 
lt was but calculated to disunite the. 
Dominion by keeping open this irritating 
question. 

Hon. Mr. DORION replied to the argu- 
ments of previous speakers in opposition 
to his motion. The Solicitor General of 
Quebec was another who stated, he ap- 
proved of the principle of the motion of 
the mem»er for Chateauguay. Well, he 
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[Mr. Dorion] was authorised to say that if 
that hon. gentleman would attach his 
name to the motion of the member for 
Chateauguay, the latter would leave it in 
his hands. But the Minister of Militia 
took a somewhat different course from 
other Quebec members. He (Mr. Dorion) 
repudiated the notion that this motion 
was designed as one of non.confidence. 
They had waited weeks for some 
action on the part of the Government, 
but though some of their members 
had stirred up popular feeling on this 
subject, none of them had taken any 
action in Parliament. He referred to the 
action of the member for Bellechasse, and 
other members of the Opposition to se- 
cure ministerial expression of opinion or 
action on this question, but all to no 
avail. One excuse or another of the mest 
trivial character was objected to to prevent 
anything being done, and to defeat the 
well meant exertions of members on the 
left side of the House. (Hear, hear.) He 
then brought forwardanother motion. It 
remained for a member from Lower 
Canada to declareit out of order. But it 
had been brought in for all that, and was 
now before the House. ‘The hon. mem- 
bers were about to declare by their vote 
that this was not the time to discuss the 
question—not till after a decision shail 
have been rendered by the Privy Council. 
The members for Ontaaio did not ask for 
it. Noone declared that decision would 
be agreed to as final, then what good 
could it do to send it to that tribunal ? 
Any member who would look at the 
figures would see that Ontario, though 
paying very little more into the treasury 
than Quebec, was receiving a much larger 
proportion of the assets. This fact alone 
‘was sufficient to show the injustice of the 
award. It was now for the House to say 
whether it was soornot. If it should be 
‘decided that the arbitration award was un- 
just, it was for them to readjust it. He 
proposed a simple remedy for the whole 
difficulty. Let us, the Dominion, assume 
the det. This would render justice to 
all. This objection of non-confidence in 
the Government is an old device of the 
Ministers. When the question of the seat 
of Government was discussing, Lower 
Canada was dragged into the sacrifice of 
her interests by the cry of want 
of confidence in the 
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bec members, opposing the motion to as- 
sume this debt, and settle it amicably and 
promptly here, because ofa mere silly cry, 
was preferring party to country—was to 
choose an outlet from a difficulty which 
must lead to serious trouble and injury to 
the country in the future. The award was 
unanimously regarded in Lower Canada as ~ 
unjust,among other reasons for giving Upper 
Canada more than it at first claimed as its 
due. He was ready to take a vote on the 
motion, no matter whether the Govern- 
ment regarded it as one of want of confi- 
dence or not. 


Hon, Mr. MACDOUGALL thought if the 
House were considering a Confederation 
scheme, this motion would hardly have 
been out of place, but at the present time 
he regarded it as ill-timed. 1t opened up 
a field unpleasant to contemplate. It was 
unfortunate that each Province as it felt 
itself aggrieved should come here for 
redress. It argued badly for the future 
harmony of the Confederation. He did 
not approve of the action of the Govern- 
ment in this case. If they considered the 
award valid they should at once have acted 
onit, but they seemed to have suspend- 
ed the action indefinitely. The 
award had been made and 
they should have at once apportioned 
the debt according to that decision. 
Looking at the case as a lawyer, he did 
not think that the arbitrators had pro- 
ceeded on a right principle, but that was 
a matter to be decided by a legal tribu- 
nal. Ifthe principle of partnership was 
to be the test of the justice of the award, 
he contended that Quebec had nothing to 
complain of. He was sorry that the people 
of the Lower Province, many of them the 
very people who had helped to bring 
about the present condition of affairs, 
should now complain of the result and 
create discontent in Quebec instead of 
endeavoring to allay the prevailing dissa- 
tisfaction. 


The House divided on the motion of 
Hon. Mr. Holton which was lost, yeas 16, 
nays 96. , 

Yeas— Messrs. Barthe, Bechard, Bourassa, 
Cheval, Cimon, Coupal, Delorme, Dorion, 
Fournier, Geoffrion, Godin, Joly, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pozer and Tremblay—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 


Government. | Ault, Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose 


A decision, not in the merits of the ques- | Benoit,Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Brous- 


tion, was thus arrived at adverse to the 
feelings of nine-tenths of the country. 
His confidence in Parliament was unbound- 
ed—far greater than in any tribunal be- 
yond the seas, that took little interest in 
our affairs. He condemned the carrying 
of this question to England, and various ob- 
jections to his motion preferred by Que. 


Hon. Mr. Dorion. 


seau, Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Huron), 
Cameron (Inverness), Caron, Cartier (cir 
George E.,) Cartwright, Ciyley, Colby, Cos- 
tigan, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford 
(Leeds), Currier, Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Grant, Grover, Harrison, 
Hincks Sir Francis, Holmes, Howe, Irvine, 
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.Jackson, Keeler, Kempt, alee al So La- , Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, Trem- 
) 


certe, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, 
Little, McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald 
(Lunenburg), MacFarlane, Magill, Masson, 
(Soulanges), Masson, (Terrebonne), Mc- 
Dougall (Lanark), McDougail (Three Rivy- 
ers), McGreevy, Metcalfe, Mills, Moffatt, 
Morris, Morrison (Victoria, C.) Oliver, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Re- 
naud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Wellington, D. C.), Savary, Scatcherd, 
Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Snider, Street, 
Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand), Thomp- 
son (Ontario), ‘lilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, 
‘Walsh, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wilson, 
Wright, (County of Ottawa) and Wright 


blay, Tupper, Walsh, Wilson, and Wright, 
(Céunty of Ottawa.)—84. 

Hon. Mr. IRVINE said he had intended 
moving an amendment to that of the 
Minister of Militia, in order to the Domin- 
ion’s assumption of the surplus debt and 
assets, and the consequent proportionable 
compensation of the Maritime Provinces ; 
but after the two distinct expressions of 
the opinion in the House just taken, he 
did not think this the proper or opportune 
moment to submit his amendment (hear, 
hear. ) 


Mr. JOLY moved in amendment that 
the following words be added to the mo- 


«York, Ontario, D. O.)—96. 

Mr. MILLS moved in amendment to the 
-amendment that all the words after ‘‘that,”’ 
‘be struck out, and the following substitut- 
-ed. ‘The division of the excess of debt of 


tion: ‘‘That this House regrets that the 
Government of Canada did not take any 
action in order to suspend the proceedings 
of the two remaining Arbitrators before 
the award was made, when requested so 


the former Province of Canada over and 
above the $62,500,000 assigned to the 
Dominion by the British North American 
Act, having been referred to arbitrators 
appointed under authority of the said 
Act, and a majority of the 
Arbitrators so appointed having made an 
award, this House is of opinion that the 


to do by the Government of Quebec.” In 
a speech of some length he _ cen- 
sured the Government for not having 
interfered in time to _ prevent 
the occurrence of this difficulty, 
after having been twice appealed to in the 
most solemn manner by the Quebec Gov- 
ernment, to stay the proceedings of the 


«Government, in the adjustment of accounts 

between each Province and the Dominion, 
should act upon the basis of the award”’’. 

A vote was taken without discussion, 
and the motion was lost: Yeas, 25; nays, 
84. 

Yras.—Messrs. Ault, Bowell, Brown, 
Cameron (Huron), Cartwright, Dobbie, 
Drew, Kempt, Little, MacFarlane, Magill, 
McDougall (Lanark), Metcalfe, Mills Mori- 
son (Victoria, O.), Oliver, Ross (Welling- 
ton, D. C.), Scatcherd, Snider, Thompson 
(Haldimand), Thompson (Ontario), Wells, 
White and Whitehead, (York, Ontario, D. 
-O).—25. 

Nays.—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bou- 
rassa, Brousseau, Cameron, (Inverness), 
Caron, Cartier, (Sir George EK.,) Cayley, 
Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Coupal, 
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), 
Currier, Daoust, Delorme, Dorion, Du- 
fresne, Dunkin, Fortin, Fournier, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, 
Grant, Grover, Harrison, Hincks, (Sir 
Francis), Holmes, Howe, Irvine, Jackson, 
Joly, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Lange- 
vin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, 
McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lux: 
emburg), Masson, (Soulanges), Masson 
{Terrebonne,) McDougall, (‘Trois Rivieres), 
McGreevy, Moffatt, Morris, Paquet, Pelle- 
tier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, 
_ Pozer, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross, (Cham- 
_ plain), Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, 
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Arbitrators after the withdrawal of the 
representative of Quebec. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that after the 
decided expression of the House in the 
two divisions which had just been taken, 
the hon. member for Lotbiniere could 
hardly expect to carry his motion, and it 
would be as well not to press it. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said that if it 
was a covert attempt to commit the House 
to the principle that the award of an Arbi- 
tration was not valid if it was not a unani- 
mous decision. 

The House dividedon the motion which 
was lost. Yeas, 15 ; nays, 95. 

Yuas.—Messrs. Barthe, Bechard, Bou- 
rassa, Cheval, Coupal, Delorme, Dorion, 
Fournier, Geoffrion, Godin, Joly, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pozer and Tremblay.—15. 

Yuras.—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Ault, Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Brous- 
seau, Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Huron), 
Cameron (Inverness), Caron, Cartier, (Sir 
George E.,) Cartwright, Cayley, Cimon, 
Colby, Costigan, Crawford (Brockville), 
Crawford (Leeds), Currier, Daoust, Dobbie, 
Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Grover, Har- 
rison, Hincks, (Sir Francis), Holmes, Howe, 
Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kempt, Kirkpa. 
trick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, 
Lawson, Little, McDonald (Antigonish), 
McDonald (Lunenburg); MacFarlane, Ma- 
gill, Masson, (Terrebonne), McDougall, 
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(Lanark), McDougall, (Trois Riviéres), Mc- 
Greevy, Metcalfe, Mills, Moffatt, Morris, 
Morrison (Victoria), Oliver, Perry, Pinson- 
neault, Pope, Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross, (Champlain), Ross, (Wellington, D, 
C.), Savary, Scatcherd, Scriver, Simard, 
Simpson, Snider, Street, Sylvain, Thompson 
(Haldimand), Thompson (Ontario), Tilley, 
‘Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, Wells, White, 
Whitehead, Wilson, Wright (County of 
Ottawa), and Wright (York, Ontario, D. 
O.)—95. 

Hon. Mr. DORION announced that he 
would vote against the amendment of the 
Hon. Minister of Militia, because 1t com- 
mitted the Quebec members to the posi- 
tion of the decision of a tribunal of which 
the House knew nothing and which was 
not even mentioned in the resolutions. 

A division was taken on the amendment 
of Sir Geo. E. Cartier, which was carried. 
Yeas, 68; nays, 40. 

Yeas—Messrs. Archambeault, Baker, 
Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Blanchet, Brousseau, Cameron, [In- 
verness], Caron, Cartier (Sir George E.,) 
Cayley, Colby, Costigan, Crawford [Brock- 
ville], Crawford [Leeds], Currier, Daoust, 
Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Grover, Harri- 
son, Hincks (Sir Francis), Holmes Howe, 
Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, La- 
certe, Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, McDon- 
ald fAntigonish], McBonald, [Lunenburg], 
Masson [Soulanges], Masson [Terrebonne], 
McDougall [Three Rivers], McGreevy, Mof- 
fatt, Morris, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross, [Cham- 
plain], Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, 
Snyder, Street, Sytvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, 
Tupper, Walsh, Wilson and Wright[County 
of Ottawa].—68. 


Nays—Messrs, Anglin, Ault, Barthe, Bé- 
chard, Bourassa, Bowell, Brown, Cameron 
[Huron], Cartwright, Cheval, Cimon, Cou- 
pal, Delorme, Dorion, Drew, Fournier, 
Geoffrion, Godin, Joly, Kempt, Lapum, 
MacFarlane, Magill, McDougall [Lanark], 
Meicalfe, Mills, Morison [Victoria O.], Oli- 
ver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Ross [Wel- 
lington, D. C.], Scatcherd, Thompson, 
[Haldimand,] Thompson [Ontario], Trem- 
baly, Wells, White, Whitehead and Wright 
{ York, Ontario, D. O.]—40. 

Mr. BURPEE paired with Ross of Prince 
Edward. 


@ 
The motion as amended was then ear- 
ried, and the House adjourned at 1 a.m. 


Hon. Mr, Macdougall. 
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THE SENATE. 


Turspay, March 14, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 


o’clock. 
THE CENSUS. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill (from the House of 
Commons) to amend the Census Act. Its 
main object, he stated, was to extend the 
provisions of the original Act to Manitoba. 
It was also provided in the amendments 
that if the Census could not be taken 
within the term originally contemplated, 
then the time should be extended to the 
first of September ; and that the necessi- 
ty of making domiciliary visits in some 
cases should be relaxed. 

The Bill was read a second time, and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Hoon. Mr. SANBORN moved the adop- 
tion of the fourth report of the Joint 
Committee on Printing, and stated that it 
simply referred to the printing of certain 
documents. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN called the attention 
of the Committee to the necessity of mak- 
ing some arrangement with respect to. 
those documents which are not printed, 
and ought to be accessible in some shape 
or other, 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN would bring the 
subject under the notice of the Committee, 
and explained that they adopted the plan 
of publishing all matters of general inter- 
est. Any member interested in the print- 


ing of a document could always direct the- 


attention of the Committee to the matter, 
and it would be considered. 
The motion was carried. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved the adoption 
of the fifth report of the same Committee, 
and stated that it referred to the question 
of binding public matter. At the time 
Messrs. Hunter & Rose _ tendered 
for that work, they also hoped to 
get the Parliamentary Printing; 
but their contract was not as low as that of 
another person who obtained the printing. 
The contract for binding was only an in- 
significant affair, and not sufficient to in- 
duce Messrs, Hunter, Rose & Co. to re- 
main at the Capital. A Mr. Mortimer had 
been recommended as a suitable person to 
perform the work, and as he had furnish- 
ed sufficient securities, the Committee 
felt justitied in recommending that he 
should take the contract when it was. 
given up by Hunter & Rose. 


Tke motion was carried. 
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THE GEOLOGICAL REPORT. 
Hon. Mr. DICK EY asked whether it was 


the intention of the Government to issue 


a sufficient number of the Geological Re- 
port, so as to enable members to obtain 
more than one copy. 


Hon. Mr, AIKENS replied that one 
copy had been distributed to every mem- 
berand to Literary Societies, but there 
were other copies which could be pur- 
chased by the general public interested in 
procuring this interesting work. 


LIFE ASSURANCE. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN moved the second 
reading of the Bill to incorporate the 
Mutual Life Assurance Association of Ua- 
nada, and in doing so stated that with the 
exception of a single company whose head 
quarters were at Hamilton, that class of 
business was in the hands of English and 
American Associations. He referred to 
the advantages derived from Life Assur- 
ance, and to the advisability of encourag. 
ing all companies established on a secure 
and reliable basis. The Association in 
question intended doing business on the 
purely mutual principle. 


Hon. ‘Mr. WILSON seconded the mo. 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN was of the opinion 
that such Bills were ofa local character and 
ought to fall properly within the jurisdic 
tion of the Provincial Legislatures. It was 
time that there should be some definite 
understanding with respect to such legis- 
lation. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN replied that the ques- 
tion had been raised before, but 
it was now the practice to intro- 
duce and pass such Bills in the Dominion 
Parliament. He was himself of opinion 
that the spirit of the Union Act clearly 
pointed out that all matters affecting gen- 
eral trade and business, except those 
which were specially excepted, could 
come before the General Legislature. 
Indeed, it was very important that a 
measure so intimately connected with the 
public interests should be thoroughly 
examined and criticised in that body. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN acknowledged that 
the opinions just expressed were prevail- 
ing, but, nevertheless, he belieyed such 
measures properly came under the juris- 
diction of the local legislature.It was impor- 
tant not merely to consider the question of 
propriety, but the question of legality as 
well. Ifthe House exceeded its jurisdic- 
tion, then the Courts might be called upon 
to give a decision adverse to the legality 
of the Act. In this connection, he refer- 
red to the British North America Act in 


Which it ‘was expressly stated that 
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‘the incorporation of Companies with Pro- 

vincial objects ’? came under the purview 
of the Provincial Legislatures. Those 

matters which were taken ou of that local 

jurisdiction were specifically mentioned in 

section 91, Anattempt had been made. 
to give Parliament jurisdiction in cases 

like the present by declaring in the Act. 
that the object in view was for the inter-. 
ests of more than one Province. He was 

not, however, among those who thought 

such legislation satisfactory. Carrying: 
out the same principle to its logical con-. 
clusion, any mercantile incorporation. 
could be declared of a _— general. 
character. He thought such legislation by 
no means judicious, and would willingly 
crevent it if possible. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN did not think that the. 
House should bind itself down too closely- 
in considering measures of the kind now: 
before it, The association intended doing: 
business over the Dominion, and could not. 
be considered of a purely local nature. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN said that the mere 
passage of such Acts by the House would: 
not necessarily make them valid, and also. 
referred to the Union Act to show that the- 
bill in question came properly under the~ 
jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislatures. 

The Bill was read a second time, and. 
referred to the Committee on Private Bills: 
and Standing Orders. 


MANITOBA. 


In pursuance with the order of the day,. 
the House went into Committee of the: 
Whole on the Bill to extend certain crimi-. 
nal laws to the Province of Manitoba.—. 
Hon, Mr. WILMOT in the chair. 


The Committee having considered the- 
Bill rose and reported. 


The Bill was thereupon read a third time: 


and passed. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUS!‘ 


asked if the Government had received an 
intelligence of certain difficulties having 
arisen in Manitoba, and of some peaceabfe 
persons haying been chased out of ie 
country. 

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL replied that/the 
Government had no such information, and 
that he had heard the rumour for the first 
time that very moment. / 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tugspay, March 14th, 1871. 


lhe SPEAKER took the chair at 3:]hx 
p.m. 
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After routine. 

MOTIONS. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS gave notice that he 
would move the House into Committee of 
the whole to consider certain resolutions. 
The first one was an amendment to the 
excise Act with regard to petroleum. Its 
object was to relieve from duty certain 
manufactures growing up in the country, 
by which, what was formerly the waste of 
the petroleum refineries was being utiliz- 
ed. It was the intention of the Govern- 
ment in the same Act to reduce the vapor 
test on petroleum. It had been found to 
be too high. Under the Act of last session, 
power was given to improve the whole of 
the excise laws together with the duties 
now in force in Manitoba, but, in conse- 
quence of a special customs tariff being 
in existence there, it was found inadvisable 
to impose the Canadian duties on Mani- 
toba. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK introduced a Bill 
to incorporate the Kingston and Pembroke 
Railway Company ; alsoa Bill to incorpo- 
rate the Forsyth Mining Company. 

Mr. HARRISON moved for leave to 
introduce a Bill, entitled an Act to incor- 
porate the Isolated Risk Fire Insurance 
Company.--Carried.He also moved for leave 
to introduce a Bill, entitled an Act to 
establish the powers of the Toronto and 
Nipissing Railway Company. 

Carried. 


Mr. HARRISON—In answer to Mr. Mills, 
said the object of the Bill was to enable 
the Company to extend the work beyond 
the Province of Ontario. 


¥ 


THE BANKING RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Hon, Sir F. HINCKS the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain resolutions 
forthe amendment of the law respecting 
Banks and Banking—Mr. STREET in the 
Chair. The mover said, that since he 
brought his bill before the House he found 
it would be necessary to proceed by re- 
solution. The object of these resolutions 
was simply to affirm the general principles 
of the Bill he first introduced. The ob- 
ject of the Government was to pass one 
general Act applicable to all the Banks 
whose charters expire at the end of the 
present session, so as to obviate the neces- 
sity for separate charters founded on the 
same principle. He doubted not the Act 
would be found satisfactory, and that the 
Banks would be much better satisfied than 
by the system hitherto prevalent. They 
appeared greatly to prefer being governed 
by a general Act. He concluded by mov- 
ing the resolutions, which have been 
already published. 


Hon. Mr. Morris. 
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Mr. D. MACDONALD—There will be 
no necessity, therefore, tor the Banks 
having special charters. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS |. re- 
plied that it would not be necessary for 
existing incorporated Banks to apply for 
special charters, but no new, Bank could 
come under the Act without a special 
charter. Banks would have to apply 
for incorporation under the general pro- 
visions of this Act. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it 
would be a general Act, like the Railway 
Act. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the hon. gentle- 
man did not seem to propose any amend- 


Resolutions. 


ment of the Act of last session, 
except to allow the Banks _ to 
come under this general law. 


One part of the resolutions had given rise 
to some difficulty. What was meant by 
the words ‘‘cash reserves ?’’ In Montreal 
there had been a good deal of discu-sion 
as to the exact meaning or requirement of 
the ‘cash reserves,” on which was to be 
hased the amount of Dominion notes or 
funds to be kept by the Bank, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he did 


not see any difficulty of the kind mention- _ 


ed; nor had he heard of any, though he 
had had a great deal of conversation with 
Bankers since the Act of last session was 
passed. The course he proposed was, the 
reference of the Bill to the standing Com- 
mittee on Banking and Commerce, where 
all those matters could be fully consider- 
ed. He was surethe Bill would come 
from that Committee in a satisfactory 
shape. Hethen moved the adoption of 
the first resolution, which was carried as 
were all the others. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS then intro- 
duced a Bill relating to Banks and ‘Bank- 
ing, 


ADMISSION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO E. CARTIER moved that 
the House go into committee on Friday 
next to consider the resolutions respecting 
the admission of British Columbia. He 
explained that as this was @ most impor- 
tant measure it would not be discussed 
till Friday next. 

Hon. Mr. DORION suggested that the 
debate be deferred till a week from Fri- 
day next. 


—— 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it was ~ 


not likely that the subject would be ex- 
hausted onone day. On next Tuesday, 
Mr. Trutch, who was at present in Wash- 
ington, would be here, and as that gentle- 
man wished to go to England as soon as 
possible, the debate would commence on 
Tuesday. 
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Hon. Mr. DORION said it was a very 
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large measure, and it would be well to 


have the Ontario Opposition and the 
members of the Ontario Cabinet who were 
absent, in the House while it was under 
discussion. ‘The debate would be pro- 
tracted rather than advanced by the course 
which the Government proposed, 


Mr. ITARRISON said it was pleasant to 
observe that the hon. gentlemen opposite 
were alive to the fact that several Ontario 
members were absent from the House. 
Yesterday, when the arbitration question 
was brought up, they seemed to be quite 
oblivious of the fact (hear, hear.) 


Mr. MILLS thought the House should 
be put in possession of a statement of the 
imports of British Columbia before the 
question should be brought before the 
House. 


After some further discussion the mo- 
tion was carried. 


UNIFORMITY OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved that the 
House go into Committee at some future 
day to consider certain resolutions for the 
establishing of a uniform system of weights 


and measures for all Canada, &c.—Carried. 


INSPECTION LAWS. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 


_ the House go into Committee of the Whole 


at a future day to consider a resolution 
declaring it expedient to amend and con- 
solidate, and to extend to the whole Do- 
minion of Canada, the laws respecting the 
inspection of certain staple arti.les of 
Canadian produce—Carried. 


EXPENSES, FENIAN INVASION. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
reception of the report of the Committee 
of the Whole on, certain resolutions affirm- 
ing the expediency of indemnifying the 
Government for having authorized the 
issue of a special warrant for $200,000, to 
provide for the defence of the Dominion, 
in repelling the Fenian invasion in the 
menth of May last. 


The resolutions having been read a 


second time, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
a Bill founded on them. 


ELECTION LAW. 


The House went into Committee of the 
Whole on Bill No. 16, to make temporary 
provision for the election of members to 
-serve in the House of Commons of Canada 
—Mr. IRVINE in the chair. 
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Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he un- 
derstood the hon. member opposite 
intended to make certain amendments to 
the Bill now before the Committee. He 
suggested that the amendments should be 
proposed after the Committee should rise. 


Hon. Mr. DORION proposed an amend- 
ment to the effect, that the returning offi- 
cer shall not have the right to question 
the validity of the electors’ list, thereby 
disfranchising the electors as had been 
done in certain parishes recently. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he was 
bound to resist this amendment, for it was 
calculated to create illegality in the elec- 
tions. He referred to the Kamouraska 
election and its irregularities, one of 
which was the prevention of the returning 
officer from proceeding with the election. 
The law, as it existed, was adapted to both 
provincial and general elections. The 
returning officer had no jurisdiction over 
the voters’ lists. The law as it stood 
provided for any illegality, and conse- 
quently there was of no necessity for the 
amendment of the member for Hochelaga. 


Mr.. CAMERON [Huron] argued that 
the law of Quebec would not be tolerated 
in Ontario, and that there was a need of 
the amendment proposed. The experi- 
ence of the past, both with regard to the 
developments before Election Commit- 
tees and elsewhere, showed the need of 
defining or restricting the powers of re- 
turning officers. Not only in the case of 
Kamouraska, but in the case of other 
counties, the greatest irregularities and 
injustice had resulted from the arbitrary 
acts of returning officers. The powers of 
these officials in Lower Canada should cer- 
tainly be placed within due restriction. 
They often felt inclined to work for Gov- 
ernment candidates, being under Govern- 
ment authority. He certainly thougnt the 
Government should accept this amend- 
ment, which in the Lower Province seem- 
ed greatly needed. 


Mr. PELLESIER related the cir- 
cumstances of the last elec- 
tion for Kamouraska, including 


the disfranchisement of a couple of large 
parishes by the returning officer for tri- 
vial, ifnot worse, reasons. One instance 
of this unjust and arbitrary action was 
palliated on the ground of the list of 
voters being a copy and not the original 
list. He advocated the adoption of the 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRISON said there was no 
doubt as to their opinions on both sides 
of the House agreeing as to the powers of 
the returning officer, and as to what should 
be his duties. They all admitted that he 
should not be the judge as to the qualifi- 
cations of the electors. If he took a 
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wrong course there was an appeal to a 
higher tribunal, an efficient remedy. If 
that was the law—if the returning officer’s 
duties were at present defined, he saw no 
necessity forthe present amendment. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said they on that 
side of the House had always contended 
that no such {power as was occasionally 
assumed by returning officers belonged to 
them. But in the case of Kamouraska and 
other counties these officers had made 
themselves the judges in this matter, and 
disfranchised the electors at their mere 
will and pleasure. In the case of Kam- 
ouraska three parishes had been deprived 
of the franchise; in the County of Megan- 
tic two or three had been deprived of 
voting. In Drummond and Arthabaska 
two large municipalities,and in L’Islet one 
had been subjected by the returning offi- 
cer to similar hardship and injustice. He 
desired to put a stop to this species of 
action, and clearly and finally define the 
powers of the returning officers. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN thought that if the 
Returning Officers took on themselves du- 
ties which did not belong to them, they 
should be fined. It was provided that the 
Returning Officers should take the facts 
as they were without scrutiny, but the law 
had been misunderstood, and it required 
to be made clear so that it could not be 
misunderstood, and then if the officers 
transgressed that law they should be fined 
$500, and their judgment would then be- 
come much more accurate. It was quite 
sufficient that such irregularities had taken 
place in four counties, and that the elec- 
tors had been deprived of their rights in 
eonsequence of Returning officers taxing on 
themselves to decide who should not vote. 


Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) It was quite 
evident that the law was inconclusive, for 
even the House could not decide what it 
really was. The hon. member for Toronto 
kad proposed something similar in another 
matter, but now when the hon. member 
for Hochelaga proposed to follow his ex- 
ample, he objected to such being done. 
The Law Officers of the Crown in Lower 
Canada had taken a different view of the 
case from that of the member for Toronto 
West, and sustained the Returning Officers 
in their action—and such a decision could 
not be overlooked. He remembered that 
on one Occasion a gentleman had been 
elected for a constituency in Quebec, and 
had received some fifteen hundred votes, 
when the total number was not one-third 
of that, and when on that occasion num- 
bers of votes had been recorded in all 
sorts of fictitious names, the House had 
taken three years to decide what votes 
were good. ‘Themotion cf the hon. mem- 
ber for Hochelaga was simply to state the 


Mr. Harrison. 
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law clearly, so as to prevent all abuse, 
and it was very necessary that this should 
be done. 

‘Mr. R. A. HARRISON (Toronto West). 
could not follow the argument of the hon. 
member for Bothwell, but understood it 
to be based on the supposition of the law 
being doubtful, but each case that had 
occurred proved that there was no doubt. 
As to the comparison made between the 
motion of the member for Hochelaga and 
one made by himself, he could not see any 
connection. His Bill had been for the re- 
lief of persons misunderstanding the law, 
whereas in the present motion there was 
no such object. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said that the Re- 
turning Officers in Lower Canada had no 
more judicial power than those in Upper 
Canada. When, in 1859, it was determined 
to adopt the system of registration of 
votes, it was necessary to attach some 
penalty to those localities which did not 
choose to register their votes, and it was 
enacted that where no voters list was pre- 
pared, no poll should take place. These 
voters lists had to be made from the muni- 
cipal taxation list, and there were many 
localities in Quebec where no taxation lists 
were made, and as they could not make 
voters lists without taxing themselves, 
they would not make such lists at all ex- 
cept on strong inducement. After the 
enactment of 1859 a further set of enact- 
ments followed, making every possible 
provision for ensuring the making of such 
returns. These being somewhat compli- 
cated, were, however, repealed in 1863, 
and a short provision substituted, that no 
poll should be held until a return of the 
voters had been made and registered at 
least one month before the date of the 
Writ of election. Thus the Returning 
Officer had no discretion. If a list was 
handed to him properly authenticated he 
had to act on it, and if there was no list. 
there was no poll. He did not say that it 
was impossible for the Returning Officer 
to make a mistake, but as the law stood 
there was no excuse for his doing so. 
only question with him was one of fact, as 
to whether there was a proper list or not,. 
thus there might have been mistakes in 
the past, but there could be none in the 
future. 

Hon. Mr. DORION—Why not? 

_Hon. Mr. DUNKIN—Because the ques- 
tion was simply whether a list had been 
made and registered in proper time. What 
the hon gentleman wanted to enact was, 
that the returning officer should be re- 
quired to accept any sheet of paper what- 
ever, that might be placed in his hands, 
but the law required that he should 
merely see that it had been properly reg- 
istered and then act on it. 
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Mr. MASSON of Terrebonne, said that 


_ whatever the law might be, the returning 


officers had taken upon themselves the 
responsibility of setting voters lists aside. 
As to the remedy for an illegal act of an 
election committee, they all knew how ill 
and slowly it worked. An appeal of this 
sort entailed such expense and delay as to 
render it almost useless. In many cases 
municipalities were deterred from this 
course by its difficulties. The 
returning officer now acted 
arbitrarily at times, and there was no 
donbt his powers should be strictly defin- 
ed. Let the matter be placed beyond 
doubt [hear, hear]. He regretted the Bill 
of last year was defeated. He thought no 
expense should be spared to secure the 
full and free expression of the public Opi- 
nion at elections. He entirely agreed 


_with the views of the member for Hoche- 


laga, and hoped that he would support 


- any Bill, thé Government might introduce 


to secure full and valid voters’ lists and 
proper elections. Last year, however, he, 
and other opposition members, had resist- 
ed and secured the postponement of the 
Government’s measure, which was greatly 
needed. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER explained 
that the Act for the registration of voters, 
passed in 1859, had for its object the abo- 
lition of just such fraudulent practices as 
had been referred to as the characteristics 
of past elections. The result of the mea- 
sure had been good, as there were few 
instances at present of the  dis- 
franchisement of municipalities 
or of their failure to qualify for the elec- 
tions. He explained the nature of the 
Act, under which, however, certain ir- 
regularities had arisen in consequence of 
the default of Secretary ‘Treasurers. 
By the Act of 1863 evils of this 
kind were remedied, it being necessary to 
make, certify and register the voter’s lists 
a month before the election. The Secre- 
tary Treasurers of municipalities must 
now go before returning officers and have 
the lists certified in due form. The latter 
had no arbitrary power of the kind alleged 
by some members.. He explained the oc- 
currence of some of the irregularities that 
had been referred to, and the cause. 
Some difficulty and mystification had 
sprung from the meaning attached to 
the word ‘‘duplicate,” as regards Lower 
lt simply meant a duly certified 
copy by the proper officer—such ought to 
be considered a duplicate. He would pro- 
pose shortly a way of meeting the views 
ofthe mover of the amendment, which he 
hoped would therefore be withdrawn. 


Mr. D. MACDONALD said he was glad 


the Government were willing to meet the 
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difficulty referrel to as having occurred 
in the case of L’Islet, and other constitu. 
encies. The re-election of the member 
for that county would not have been ne- 
cessary if the Returning Officer had only 
accepted the list presented. He had 
stated to the Parliamentary Committee 
that he had consulted the Law Odicers of 
the Crown, who had told him that the 
word ‘‘duplicate’’ was not sufficient, that 
the word ‘‘copy’’ was the one that should 
have been used. This difficulty as to the 
powers and duties of Returning Officers. 
would be obviated by the adoption of the 
motion of the member for Hochelaga. Thus 
much trouble and time would be saved. 
He referred to defects of the law in exist- 
sence, which threw open the door to evils 
of a serious character. If his hon. friend 
wished to leave no discretion to the Re 
turning Officer, cases of this kind would 
be occurring continually. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER did not 
think the suggestion of the hon. member 
was out of the way, and Government would 
consider it. He suggested an adjournment 
of the debate. 

Mr. IRVINE admitted that the law of 
Quebec as it now stood was defective and 
should be changed. It was too bad the 
electors should be distranchised through a 
mere technicality. Tho fault did not lie 
with the Returning Officer, but with the 
Legislature, which permitted such a con- 
dition of affairs to exist. It seemed to him 


Law. 


that the true way to get rid of this ditti- 
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culty was to make it the duty of the Re- 
turning Officer, to procure a proper copy of 
the list from the Registrar before the com- 
mencement of the elections. The duty of 
the Returning Officers was no easy one, and 
it was too bad to subject them to such 
charges as were brought against them 
in this House. 

Mr. POPE admitted that certain muni- 
cipalities were disfranchised through not 
having a voter’s list. He thought that in 
such a case a municipality deserved to be 
disfranchised. It was their duty to obtain 
a list, and if they neglected to do so, they 
should sufter the consequences. 

Mr. ROSS (Champlain) said the motion 
of the hon. member for Hochelaga was 
worse than the evil complained of. It 
would be better to adopt the suggestion of 
the Solicitor General of Quebec. 

Hon. Mr. DORION was willing to adopt 
the suggestion of the hon. Minister of 
Militia, and adjourn the Committee. 

The Committee rose and reported, and 
asked leave to sit again to-morrow. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the second 
reading of an Act for the prevention of 
corrups practices in relation to the collec- 
tion of the revenue.—Carried. 
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The Bill was then passed through Com- 
mittee of the Whole, Mr. Harrison in the 
chair. 


Savings 


SAVINGS BANKS. 


The House went into Committee to con- 
sider certain resolutions on the subject of 
Savings Banks, and also of the issue and. 
redemption of Dominion Notes. 


Mr. SPREET in the chair. 


The seventh clause, at the suggestion of 
Hon. Mr. Holton, was amended so as to 
permit the two Savings Banks at Montreal 
and Quebec to take advantage of the 
Act. 


Other unimportant amendments were 
made, and the Committee rose and re- 
ported. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON inquired whether 
the repeal of the five per cent duty was 
intended to take effect immediately, or if 
not, when. He had just come from Mon- 
treal where numerous inquiries had been 
made regarding the subject. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said they 
would take effect on the first of April 
next. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


The House went into Committee of 
Ways and Means, Mr. Street in the chair. 


On the following resolutions giving the | 
Governor in Council power to place on the 
free list certain raw materials used in Ca- 
nadian manufactures :— 


Resolved—2. That it is expedient to em- 
power the Governor in Council from time 
to time to transfer to the list of Free 
Goods, any or all materials (whether natu- 
ral products or products of manufactures) 
used in Canadian manufactures. 


Resolved— 3. That it is expedient to 
empower the Governor in Council, to ad- 
mit free of duty any machinery to be used 
in any Canadian manufactory on satisfac- 
tory evidence that like machinery is not 
then manufactured in Canada, 


Resolved—4. That it is expedient to 
provide that a statement of all such ex- 
emptions from duty, under the first two of 
the previous Resolutions, and of all arti- 
cles admitted free of duty under the third | 
resolution, be laid before Parliament, with- 
in the -first fifteen days of the then next 
Session thereof. 

_Resolved—6. Thatit isexpedient to pro- 
vide, that the same duties of customs as 
are chargeable in Manitoba under the Act 


of last Session, 33 Vict., chap. 4, shall be 

chargeable on goods imported into any 

partof the North Western Territory. 
Resolved—7. That it is expedient that 


Hon. Mr. Morris. 
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the first Resolution shall take eftect o 
and from the i6th instant. 


The first resolution was passed on the 
10th inst. 


The fifth resolution was withdrawn. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the 
first resolution laid down a dan- 
gerous. principle, and notified the 


Government that he would oppose it at 
afuture ctage of the resolution. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
power thus given was not very great, and 
was for the purpose of meeting inconve- 
niences which arose from time to time 
with respect to these articles. If he were 
sitting on the Opposition side of the House 
he would not object to giving such power 
to the Governor. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said with all, his 
confidence in the Government (laughter, ) 
he did not think it advisable to trust them 
too far with such power on the eve of a 
general election. 


Mr. MACDONALD was averse to 
granting this power to Government. If 
there was some special case tc be, except- 
ed, let it be included in the Bill; that was 
the proper way to meet the difficulty. He 
believed that the Government would save 
themselves a great deal of trouble and sus- 
picion as to their motives, by abandoning 
their present position. 


It being six o'clock the House rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. OLIVIER thought the Government 
should encourage Canadian manufactures 
as much as possible, and with this object 
encourage the importation of raw material. 
{t was of the utmost importance this coun- 
try should become a great manufacturing 
country. It was therefore the duty of the 
municipalities and of the Government to 
encourage these enterprises in every way. 
It was unsafe to leave in the hands of the 
Government a power, which might be used 
for political purposes, such as that now 
solicited, and particularly on the eve of 
the elections [hear, hear]. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON was opposed to any 
delegation of power properly belonging 
to the House, to the Government. . 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the hon. gentle- 
man was opposing what the House had 
already done in other cases. He referred — 
to the Customs Acts of 1867, which gave 
power to the Governor in Council to 
declare that certain goods should be © 
exempt from duty when considered advis- 
able, and that was not a solitary case, The 
present proposition was, that in cases of 
articles needed in manufactures carried 


, on in Canada, the Government should have 
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come in free, and that they should after- 
wards submit their action to the judgement 
-of the House. He was sorry to have heard 
a member speak of the undue sympathy 
given to manufactures, as he thought that 
every encouragement should be given to 
those manufactures. On the occasion of 
a recent visit to Toronto and Hamilton, 
he was both surprised and gratified to see 
the hold which the manufactures had got, 
and he thought that any action that would 
encourage those industries, should not be 
objected to. As to the objection to giving 
theGovernment discretion in the matter, he 
would remind the House that the discre- 
tion must be lodged somewhere, and 
if it was not with the Government, it 
might come to rest with the Collectors, 
who would be called upon to take the 
responsibility of saying what articles should 
be relieved of duty. It was not so easy to 
sit down and make out a free list, and it 
would take the House a very long time to 
make out such a list as would include every 
proper article. He submitted that the 
resolutions were in the interest of the 
country, and gave no undue power to the 
Government, and also that every case of 
exemption would be submitted, not only 
to individual ministers, but would have to 
pass the ordeal of the Treasury Board, and 
therefore nothing unadvisable could pass. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax,) thought the 
powers quoted by the Minister of Inland 
Revenue were in no way equivalent to those 
now asked. Thecase of the duty on coal 
and flour had been a distinct resolution, in 
which the Government had power to take 
off that duty provided they were met in 
the matter by the American Government, 
but in the present instance it might hap- 
pen, that any gentleman having sufficient 
influeace, would be able to obtain conces- 
sions from the Government to encourage 
some particular undertaking in which he 
chanced to be interested, and he 
thought that such power was neither de- 
sirable in the interest of the Country, nor 
of the Government themselves. He 
agreed with the hon. member for Lanark 
on this point, as the Government would 
then be removed from all suspicion of un- 
due preference to which they might other- 
wise be liable, and he thought it would be 
much more advisable to enumerate and 
define the articles to be placed on the 
free list. Further, if the Government in 
this way took on themselves the regula- 
tion of the taxation of the country, they 
took on themselves powers which be- 
longed to that House. He should for 
these reasons oppose the proposition. 


Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) asked 
the Minister of Customs whether there 
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were any articles now admitted free, that 
could be manufactured in the country. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said there were such 
articles, for instance castings, shaftings, 
and locomotives in part or in whole. 


Mr. McDONALD understood that it was 
merely articles that cculd not be manu- 
factured in Canada that were admitted 
free, and thought that all articles that 
could be manufactured here should not be 
so admitted. 

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) thought the dis- 
cussion had turned on the relative merits 
of protection and free trade—but should 
not continue the discussion in that direc- 
tion. The question was whether the dis- 
cretionary power asked for by the Govern- 
ment should be granted, and he certainly 
considered it ought not. The Minister of 
Inland Revenue had already very great 
power in his own Department, andin one 
case the result of the regulations fr»med 
there had been, that in his own county 
not a single pound of tobacco could be 
purchased—and he considered that such 
regulations were a discredit to the Gov- 
ernment. He considered that the power 
asked for by the Government should only 
be given either when the House was want- 
ine in industry, or when it was wanting in 
ability to d-al with the question—and he 
thought the best plan would be, that when 
the Government thought fit they should 
assume the responsibility of taking off a 
duty, and afterwards ask indemnity for 
having done so, and then they wouid take 
care to have a good case—and there would 
be no possibility of their interfering with 
the rights of the public at large by special 
favours to individuals. 

Mr. BROWN desired to call the attention 
of the Minister of Customs to the fact that 
there were many articles introduced from 
the United States duty free, which could 
just as well be manufactured in Ca 
nada, and he thought it very unjust 
that such should be allowed. He hoped 
the Minister of Customs would take the 
matter into his consideration, and not 
continue to give the Americans this unfair 
advantage. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that the atten- 
tion of his Department had already been 
called to the matter, and enquiries were 
being made, and steps would be taken to 
remedy the evil. 


The third resolution was then passed, 


HEMLOCK BARK. 


The fourth resolution was then taken 
up, providing for an export duty of $1.50- 
per cord on Hemlock Bark. 

Mr. SCRIVER (Huntington)—He under- 
stood that the object of the proposition 
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was not to raise revenue, but rather to; had exhausted the bark supply of 
restrict what had been called the whole | Canada, and then when they had 
sale destruction of timber. The imposi- | done this they could fall on their 
tion, however, as far as he could learn, was | own stock. —i[f__ their neighbours 
based on the representations of a compar- | wanted to enter into large tanning trans- 
atively small body. The result would be | actions, let them come toCanada, Labour 
the placing in the pockets of a small body | was so much higher there, that the cost of 
of manufacturers, what would be taken , cutting their own timber would be more 
away from the poorer classes concerned in | than the freight of bark brought from Ca- 
the matter. He considered that this | nada. ‘There was another reason why the 
article of Hemlock Bark bore the same re- | Government should impose this duty. 
lation to the settlers of to-day that ashes | Canadian farmers were beginning to suffer 
had done in olden times. In portions of | from the want of hemlock bark. He 
the Eastern Townships the tracts of Hem- | spoke principally of the farmers in Quebec, 
lock were very extensive, and in conse- | and along the line of the Grand Trunk in 
quence of the colonization system now | the eastern townships, and he appealed to 
commenced, these tracts were being tyken | members from the districts in question, 
up by settlers who absolutely required the | whether he was not correct, and he 
proceeds of the bark in order to support thought they should not deprive them- 
themselves. ‘The value of the timber con- ; selves of any means of encouraging the in- 
sisted in its bark, which was peeled off | dustry. The same principle applied to the 
with but little labour, and the price had | lumber, which should not leave this country 
latterly been much enhanced, it being | until it had been manufactured into every 
some eight years agotbetween $2 and $3 a | shape in which it was required, so that Ca- 
cord, and now ranging from $4 to $6. nada could derive the benefit of every pro- 
In addition to this, the duty imposed j cess. As to the complaint made by the 
would not be large enough to effect the | hon. member for Huntington as to bad 
desired end, as the evil could only be re- | lands unfit for cultivation, he admitted 
moved by proper measures adopted by | that there might be some injustice in such 
those selling the land, and by the adop- | cases, but the public interest should be 
tion of some such restrictive measures as | consulted, and the settlers had never been 
has been adopted in Ontario. In the in- | encouraged to go there by promises of being 
terest, as he deemed, both of his particular | allowed to make hemlock bark. As timber 
section of the country, and of the country | became scarcer the bark would of course 
at large, he should oppose the imposition. | rise, and every one knew that large quan- 
Spb AV AAT Sl ooachawe vElintuthe cae tities of fine hemlock were now wasted in 

| 

| 

| 

{ 


: ; : _ | order to obtain the bark, which, if pre- 
PE eee uate sored, i served, would in time come to be ofmuch 
lands required it to carry them on from me ane Br. vie By ai) a be pert 
year to year, and he thought the House ae Lo He), FEAR iW Be he: 
had no right to interfere with private PRA LAE: : 
rights of individuals. If there were any Mr. D. A. MACDONALD said if this. 
wild lands containing large quantities of ; duty were imposed, the price of bark 
hemlock, and not fit for settlement, then | Would be so reduced asto make it not 
the Government should reserve that tim- | Worth while to cut it. Hemlock, it was 
ber for future use, butif the land was sold | Well known, grows on the worst kind of 
the settlers ought to be able to ayail | Soil, and if it were made non-productive 
themselves of the bark without the re- | by this tariff, it would be burnt in the 
striction of this duty. usual way in clearing the lands. He hoped 

Mr. JOLY (Lotbiniere) hoped the Gov- the | overnite naa pis i der cane a 
ernment would not object to his rising to matter, and notsee i 0G Ase seen nee 


ter. 
supportthem. He had paid a good deal | : : 
of attention to the matter, and thought | Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the views 
the measure a very wise one. He spoke | ofthe Finance Minister on such subjects 
| were well known, in fact they were historic. 


in the interest of the very largest under- | "The ‘proposal nowecmraalkikb oeanaeennN TaD 
wc ’ 


taking in Quebec, which was also spread- : 
Wiz Iaith ele tee carcke tei ieihat st | the trade in hemlock bark so as to prevent 


and shoemaking businesses. Their neigh- people from realizing what they ought to 
bors well understood the value of the | make. from the products of the soil. This 
heralock bark. In the Northern States | “8S 0pposed to the Confederation Act. 
the tanning business was carried on, on aj} _Mr. POPE—Did not the hon. member 
much larger scale than in Canada, and | Place an export duty on salt when he was 
some of the firms there had acquired large | 12 the Government, (hear, hear). 
sia pt cae wan eae Ries yee but Hon. Mr. _MACDOUGALL—Yes, _ but 
f ntil they | two wrongsdid not make aright. If the 


Mr. Scriver 


Sy RO Ree 


lock timber in the country. 
but natural to suppose that the duty 
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Government followed a bad policy in the 


past, what were they assembled here for if 


not for the purpose of amending the laws, 
(hear, hear). And was it to be said that 
because a member voted for a measure 
one year that he must necessarily remain 
forever committed to it. The House had 
learned something, perhaps, on this sub. 
ject by experience, and it was their duty, 
as representatives of the people, to retrace 
the evil course which they had entered 
upon. This proposed duty was most im- 
proper, impolitic and unjust to those per- 
sons who had bought their lands and paid 
for them. He had some personal exper- 
ience as tothe importance of preserving 
this hemlock bark. Qn his own farm 
near Yoronto there were a good many 
hemlock trees, and he considered them 
very useless timber, to be used only when 
pine could not be had. He did nos see 
that there was any very great necessity for 


passing this Act for the preservation of 
If there were large tracts of 


hemlock. 
land covered with these trees, perhaps it 
might be advisable for the Government to 
protect such tracts. Ifthe policy of the 
Government was to make money fast in 
this manner, they should extend the prin- 


ciple to other articles of export, and not 


allow the people to sell their cattle to the 
Americans, 


any article sold to ourneighbours, as well 
as to hemlock bark. Now, he contended 
that the principle was unsound. He 
thought that the policy of this country was 
to encourage free trade, to open the mar. 
kets and to obtain a reciprocity treaty 


, with our neighbours, so as to exchange with 


them in the freest manner possible. But 
it seemed that the hon. members opposite 
had entered upon this antiquated policy, 
and very soon, no doubt, we would have 
the whole export trade of the country 
brought under it. 


Mr. HARRISON understood from the 
debate, that a large trade had sprung upin 
the export of hemlock bark to the United 
States. Now, the Dominion Government 
wished to regulate this trade, and they 
had the power to do so, under the Confe- 
deration Act, which declared that they had 
the regulation of trade and commerce. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—It is not to 
regulate, it is to prevent it altogether 


(hear, hear). 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that the hon. 
Finance Minister, in moving this resolu- 
tion, had stated that it was intended to 
prevent the wholesale destruction of hem- 
If so, it was 


should be extended to the essence of hem- 
lock which was manufactured very exten- 


; 
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lest they should deteriorate 
their stock. It might be applied to almost 
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sively, and was the cause of the destruc- 
tion of more trees than the export trade in 
bark. Nearly all the tanning manufactur- 
ed was exported, and it wag only along the 
border that bark was cut for exportation. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the reason why 
a duty had not been placed on tanning was, 
that its manufacture was calculated to 
develope the trade of the country. While 
the United States Government admitted. 


bark free into their country, they 
placed a tariff which was almost prohi- 
bitive on tanning. Now, — while 


the supply of hemlock was comparatively 
small in the Republic, we had large tracts 
of covntry covered with hemlock forests,. 
so that, practically, we had almost a 
monopoly of it. The policy of the United 
States Government towards Canada was 
simply this: to admit in crude form all 
the products of Canadaof which they stood 
in need, free of duty, but to place a heavy 
tariff on such products in the manufactured 
form. This was in order to foster their 
own industries and to kill ours (hear, 
hear). It was admitted that hemlock was 
generally found growing on lands which 
were of little good for growing anything 
else, so that the country lost little by pro- 
tecting these forests. The fact, too, that 
hemlock bark was becoming valuable, 
showed that it was time to interfere and 
prevent the wholesale destruction of our 
forests. He hoped that this duty would 
be maintained. 

Mr. COLBY thought there should be a 
tax on property, more for its protection 
than for the obtainment of revenue. ‘The 
best way to protect it was to throw the 
duty upon the owner. ‘This proprosition 
went directly in the face of the policy all 
the Provinces had for year been contem- 
plating with favour. Wasit the right way 
to invite emigrants and enourage their 
settlement by imposing a tax upon an 
article which would be the produce of 
their labour? If this burden and discour- 
agement were thrown upon articles of ex- 
port, our settlers would be impeded, in- 
jared and driven away. This duty would 
also injure the railways of the country, 
besides diminishing the labour of our 
people and reducing the profits of their 
work. The main object of the tax pro- 
posed was to encourage and benefit the 
tanners. It was an odious one and cal. 
culated to discountenance the settlement 
and clearing of our forests. 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said this was a 
great question, a covering one, this bark 
question (laughter). He must therefore 
begin high. There was once 4 great 
Southern States politician, named Calhoun, 
who came in contact with an Englishman 
travelling for his instruction. ‘The latter 
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remarked to him that the American insti- 
tutions were not logical, but that the 
Senate appeared to be logical. He ob- 
served, in addition, that he did not under- 
stand, however, why a small State should 
send as many Senators to Congress as a 
great one. Mr. Calhoun replied there 
were a great many things In the world 
which in theory, perhaps, could not be 
well explained, but in practice, when 
well handled, worked admirably. In the 
matter of these duties, then, they might 
not seem logical, but worked well, and 
doubtless would continue to. This was a 
ques’ion of trade and of enlarging the do- 
mestic industry of the country.There could 
be no doubt that our manufactures de- 
served every reasonable encouragement. 
The Americans were logical in their pro- 
tection policy. ‘hey would admit our 
bark free of duty, but not the extract of 
bark, the making of which afforded em- 
ployment to our people. Though the policy 
of protecting Canadian manufacture 
in the way proposed, might not be 
capable of logical explanation, it 
could not stand the practical test, He 
referred to a speech of the member for 
North Lanark in proof of his former ap- 
proval of protection. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALLE said he had 
recommended a moderate or incidental 
protectioa, and had induced the meet- 
ing to lower theirdemands. To the ex- 
tent of moderate protection they were all 
agreed. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said inci- 
dental protection was what the Govern- 
ment also desired. He had proved even 
to Joln Bright that while this was their 
policy, their customs duties were smaller 
than those of England—that while the 
latter amounted to 18s. per head the for- 
mer were but 9s. Hehad proved that 
Canada was more entitled to the nameof a 
free trade country than England. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—Yes; you 
‘“blabbergusted”’ Bright on that occasion. 
(Laughter.) 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was glad 
his victory on that occasion had been recog- 


nised. (Hear, hear.) 
Hon. Dr. TUPPER reviewed some 
of the remarks and arguments of 


the member for North Lanark, and 
contended he had frequently changed 
his opinions on the question of 
free trade and protection, and exposed 
himself to the charge of therough incon- 
sistency. It became the Government of 
the country to look at this question in the 
light of the changed circumstances of 
Canada. He read a resolution passed at a 
protection meeting in the West, in favour 
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of a twenty per cent tariff, at which that 
member spoke, and asked if he now en- 
dorsed those high protection duties. If it 
was a virtue in a public man to turn a 
somerset from day to day, in regard to 
this tariff question, no man could stand as 
high as the member for North Lanark. It 
was absurd and extraordinary that one 
who had so frequently changed his views 
on this subject, should again advocate free 
trade doctrines in the House after a very 
recent protection campaign. ‘ 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL maintained 
that the lecture on inconsistency and 
change just delivered, came with a bad 
grace from the member for Cumberland, 
and applied far more appropriately to 
members on his own side of the House. 
He.contended that there was no parallel 
between the case of the protection meet- 
ing at Toronto and the present one pro. 
posed. He endeavoured, and with suc- 
cess, to moderate the opinions of the au- 
dience and modify their resolutions. 
His ground had been consistent all 
through. He had no objection whatever 
to such a tariff as was requisite to procure 
the country all the revenue it needed, and 
to this extent favoured protection. 
That was the position he had always held, 
and he saw in it no impropriety or incon- 
sistency whatever. 


Mr. POPE said we must regulate our 
measures in some proportion to the man- 
ner in which our neighbours regulated 
theirs. He thought the policy of Canada 
should aim at protecting her resources 
and finding employment for her people. 
We should guard our means of industry 
and our trade, including the hemlock bark 
already becoming scarce. In face of the 
ditliculties existing on the other side of 
the line, Canada could not adopt a free 
protection policy to the same extent as 
would be necessary. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said nothing was 
heard of this duty till certain bark fac- 
tories were established. How could we 
expect Americans to come here and erect 
leather factories for the sale of extract of 
bark, when they could purchase it here 
and use it on their own side of the line ? 
He condemned any tariff policy, merely 
prohibiting or impeding the trade in this 
hemlock bark. That was altogether too 
small and partial a measure from which to 
anticipate much benefit. He could see 
nothing whatever in 
that this duty was 
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lish tanneries. 


injury of a considerable and useful trade. 


the argument: 
likely to attract 
Americans here and induce them to estab- — 
He could not support a 
duty which was not one for revenue, but — 
merely for protection purposes—for the — 
protection of a dormant interest,and to the © 
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Mr. BOLTON said that no such direful 
result of the present system was wit- 
nessed in New Brunswick as was des- 
cribed of Quebec. In the former the 
trees were not cut .down for the sake of 
the bark, which was extracted as an _inci- 
dent of the timber trade, not as the main 
object. To put a dutyon bark would 
hurt the farmers and traders of New Bruns- 


_ wick, who now sold itas well as their tim- 


ber, and therefrom derived aid in their 
settlement struggles. The duty was vi- 
cious in principle andjwould create a bad 
precedent. He would oppose it as it cer- 
tainly deserved. 


Mr. COLBY said this measure was not 
one for the protection of our forests. If 
that had been the object, application could 
be made to the Local Legislature for the 
purpose. Butit was to protect a certain 
class, and as such he opposed it. He re- 
plied at considerable length to the argu- 
ments of the Government, contending that 
as the frontier counties had been most 
loyal to the Confederation, they deserved 
greater consideration from the Govern- 
ment than it was proposed to extend to 
them. It was an unnecessary burden, and 
would damage the country instead of 
benefiting it. 

Messrs. Pickard, D. A. Macdonald, and 
Lawson, having spoken, the resolutions 
were carried, and the Il6th inst. fixed as 
the day for their going into effect. . 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved the sending 
of the statement of receipts and expenses 
for the half year ending December last, to 
the Printers, in order to prepare for its 
submission to the Committee on Public 
Accounts.—Agreed to. 


The House adjourned at 11 o’clock. 


THE SENATE. 


Wepnespay, March 15th, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o’clock. 

ROUTINE. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN presented fourth re- 
port from the Committee on Standing Orders 
and Private Bills. Among other things, 
the report recommended the extension of 
time for receiving petitions to the 3lst 
mstant. The report was adopted, and the 
time extended accordingly on motion of 
Hon. Mr. Sanborn. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL submitted the 
annual report of the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries. 

Hon. Mr. WARK gave notice that on 
Monday next he would ask the Govern- 
ment whether it is their intention to 
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include in the estimates a sum of money 
providing for the permanent improvement 
of the harbour of Richibuctou. 


Salaries. 


JUDGES’ SALARIES. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER hoped that the Gov- 
ernment would be able to give the House 
and country a satisfactory answer to the 
question of which he had given notice 
some days previously. The subject was 
one which had created a good deal of feel- 
ing in the Maritime Provinces,—he spoke 
more especially of Nova Scotia. It was 
considered that the policy of making a dis- 
tinction between the different Provinces as 
to the salaries given to the Judges was 
invidious, unjust and unwise, and the 
sooner it was amended the better for the 
interests of the whole Dominion. The 
judges of the Maritime Provinces would 
bear comparison with those of Ontario 
and Quebec, and certainly their duties 
were fully as onerous, especially asin Nova 
Scotia there were no county judges. In 
the Province of Nova Scotia, the adminis- 
tration of justice cost less than in Ontario 
and Quebec. Taking the last census as a 
guide, he found that service cost nearly 
eleven cents per head in Ontario ; twelve 
cents and a half in New Brunswick ; nine 
cents and a half in Quebec; and eight 
cents and two-thirds in Nova Scotia. There- 
fore, it would be seen that the Govern- 
ment had no valid reason for refusing 
an augmentation of the salaries 
of the Judges of Nova Scotia. Without © 
further remarks, he asked whether it is 
the intention of the Government to intro- 
duce a measure during the present session 
of Parliament to equalize the salaries of 
the Superior Judges in the various Pro- 
vinces of the Dominion, by placing the 
Judges in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
on the same footing with those in Ontario 
and Quebec? 


Hon Mr. CAMPBELL was quite sure 
that his hon. friend had statéd very cor- 
rectly the state of affairs in Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, and that the Judges 
deserved the encomiums passed upon 
them. The Government found them at 
the time of the Union enjoying the salaries 
given them by the people of Nova Scotia, 
who had an opportunity of judging of their 
merits and knowing whether the amount 
was suflicient. In New Brunswick there 
had been some slight increase to the 
salaries of the Judges. In Ontario and 
Quebec the Judges were paid the same 
salaries they had received previous to the 
Union. Whether that line of reasoning 
was entirely satisfactory to his hon. friend 
he did not know, but nevertheless it was 
obvious there was some degree of justice 
in the principle of continuing the same 
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salaries to the Judges as they enjoyed at 
the time of the Union. He preferred, 
however, not entering into the discussion 
of the question at that time, and would 
content himself with simply replying that 


it was not the intention of the Government | 


during the present session to introduce 
. any measure on the subject. 


THE HARBOUR OF RICHIBUCTOU. 


Hon. Mr. WARK called attention to the 
urgent necessity that existed for the im- 
provement of the Harbour of Richibuctou, 
N. B., where the channels were continually 
shifting in the bar that lay at the entrance 
of that port. Navigation was constantly 
impeded, and commerce was exposed not 
merely to great inconvenience but to 
heavy losses, in consequence of the want 
of the improvement he pressed on the at- 
tention of the Government. In 1868 the 


Government of the Dominion were 
urged by a _ deputation which 
came up from that place, 


to take some steps to improve the harbor. 
Mr. Page was sent down to examine it and 
made his report in due season. That 
gentleman had an opportunity of refer- 
ring to the report of Captain Bayfield, and 
to another by Mr. Keefer. Mr. Boyd had 
also visited the locality previous to Mr. 
Page. It would be remembered by the 
Postmaster General that he (Mr. W.) had 
applied on behalfof the port of Richibuc- 
tou for steam accommodation—that one of 
the steamships plying between the upper 
and lower ports should call occasionally, 
on the downward trip, at Richibuctou. 
It was stated, however, in answer to the 
application, that the harbor was not sutiii- 
ciently safe to allow the passage of the 
steamers ; and, therefore, the Govern- 
ment would at once see the necessity of 
promptly dealing with the matter. Be- 
fore the Union, the people of the locality 
obtained a grant of $20,000 from the Local 
Legislature for the purpose of improving 
the harbor, but that sum subsequently 
merged into the general treasury, and the 
people of Richibuctou were consequently 
called upon to make another sacrifice for 
Confederation. Indeed, a contract 
was let out on the faith of the grant, but 
the person who took it had to stop, after 
he had sunk $8,000, not a dollar of which 
was ever returned to him inasmuch as 
he had not fulfilled his obligation. The 
difficulty in his case arose from mismanage- 
ment and not from the impracticability of 
the undertaking. He noticed that there 
were cousiderable sums given for the im- 
provement of the harbours of Amherst 
Island and Mabou, in Cape Breton, and 
though he did not doubt that those were 
desirable public improvements,he thought 
they were by no means of such urgent 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 


ISENATE,] 


Richibuctou. 476 
necessity as that which he was pressing 
upon the favorable consideration of the 
Government. The work would not pro- 
bably cost more than $40,000, if as 
much, and he earnestly trusted that 
no time would be lost 
in making an appropriation for so useful a 
public purpose. The port of Richibuctou 
now returned a considerable revenue to 
the Customs, and would give quadruple 
the amount if its improvement was accom- 
plished, and vessels were not exposed to 
the risks they were now obliged to run on 
account of the absence of the necessary 
facilities. If the Government granted 
money for the improvement of Mabou, 
they could hardly retuse to make an ap- 
propriation for one of more pressing ne- 
cessity. ; 

Hon. Mr. MILLER differed from the 
hon. member on that point. 


Hon. Mr. WARK concluded by again 
calling the attention of the Government— 
especially of the Postmaster General—to 
the importance of the subject. The en- 
quiry he had on the paper was compara. 
tively trivial, but he had given notice of one 
for Monday, more immediately referring 
to the subject, and he fervently trust- 
ed that the Hor. Postmaster General 
would be able by that time to give him a 
definite answer to a question in which he 
naturally felt the deepest interest. With. 
out asking the further indulgence of the 
House, he would enquire of the Govern- 
ment what amount of tonnage duty hag 
been collected at the Port of Richibuctou 
under the Act to provide means for im- 
proving the harbours and channels at cer- 
tain Portsin the Province of the Dominion, 
and how much of the said duty has been 
expended for that purpose? 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that he 
was surprised to find that the hon. gentle- 
man had madea speech which went far be- 
yond the range of the enquiry, but before 
referring to the remarks of the hon. mem- 
ber, he would answer the question by stat- 
ing that during the fiscal year of 1870, the 
amount of tonnage duty was $1,978 40, and 
for the half year ending 8lst December, 
1870, $886; or a total sum of $2,864.40: 
In the passage of the Act under which 
the duty was collected he had himself 
assisted, and in order to show that the 
people of Richibuctou had received more 
than the amount of the trifling tax contri- 
buted by the shipping, he mentioned that 
£4000 had been given to a tug-boat for the 
accommodation of that locality, It had 
been, therefore, with much surprise that 
he had heard the hon. member attempt to 
censure the Goverument for not having 
taken a sufficient interest in the improve. 
ment of the port in question; but still 
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chest in consequence of Union. 


North Shore, and not Richibuctou alone. 


at the instance of the people of Richibuc- 
tou. 


other ports. 


the whole of the North shore. 


Government for seven or eight years, and 
control of the appropriation of the money, 


the object for which it was intended. 
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The contracter referred to, 
contract, 


ed to lapse. 
was unable to carry out his 


because the improvement was impracti- 


cable, and on that account it was dropped. 


As respects the improvements of Mabou 


and Amherst Island harbours, they were 


absolutely necessary for the safety of life 


and property [hear, hear]. The improve- 


' ment of Richibuctou might be very impor- 
tant to commercial interests, but that of 


the ports just mentioned was still more 
usetul, since they were harbours of refuge. 
He did not deny the advisability of im- 
proving Richibuctou, but he felt still more 
_ the necessity of making such improve- 
ments as those ca'led in question so unwar- 
rantedly. Off Port Hood, there were at 

times as many as 200 or 300 vessels. 
Hon. Mr. MILLER—Night after night 

_ for weeks. 

- Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Along a coast 
line of 100 miles of the valuable island of 
_ Cape Breton, there were only Port Hood 
~ and Mabou—not a single other port where 
_ a fishing smack of 50 tons could enter and 
: lie securely. As respects Amherst Island, it 
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- would be seen by reference to the last 
_ Report on Marine and Fisheries, just pre- 
sented to the House, that there were 
- some 160 vessels lying there one time last 
season. By reference to the estimates it 
_ would be noticed that there wasa very 
large appropriation proposed for dredging 
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more astonished was he to tind that same 
hon. gentleman accusing the Local Goy- 
ernment of New Brunswick, previous to 
the Union, with having perpetrated a 
gross act of injustice to the people of 


Hon, Mr. WARK explained that be had 
only stated that the money was granted 
but subsequently merged into the public 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL went on to say 
that the grant in question was made for 
the improvement of the harbours of the 


Hon. Mr. WARK said that it was made 


The improvements were to begin at 
that place, and anything left was to go to 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that the legis- 
lature certainly made the appropriation for 
Now, that 
geant was made 15 or 17 years ago, 
and although the hon. member was in the 


amemier of the legislature, having the 


yet. he never pressed its expenditure for 
The 
fact was, the hon. gentleman was afraid to 
let out the secret why the grant was allow- 
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on the North Shore. An iron steam dredge 
was now being built in Scotland for the 
purpose of working on that shore, and 
Richibuctou would be treated like other 
places. It would be in better taste for the 
hon. gentleman to consider all the facts 
of the question before making such 
assertions and charges, as he had made 
that afternoon, and to attempt to depart 
from the traditionary policy ot the county 
which he represented, instead of placing 
himself in a position of antagonism to 
the Government on every occasion, and 
thereby really injuring the very interests 
he professed to have so much at heart. 
The policy of the Government respecting 
the improvement of the Harbours of the 
Dominion was one which he felt sure ob- 
tained the warm approval of all sections ; 
and that was to take up first those which 
were Harbours of Refuge—indispensable 
to the safety of life (hear.) 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOYL had listened with 
the most unfeigned satisfaction to the re- 
marks of the Hon. Minister of Marine 
respecting the necessity of improving an 
important harbour in the Island of Cape 
Breton. The policy of the Government, 
as enunciated that afternoon, merited the 
warm approval of every member of the 
House, and would be appreciated by the 
people of Cape Breton, whose interests were 
too often neglected. He hoped that the 
improvements would not be confined to 
one locality, but would be extended in the 
course of time to the eastern coast of the 
Island. 

Hon. Mr. WARK replied that he had not 
brought any charges whatever against the 
Government of New Brunswick, and de- 
nied that the work of improving the Har- 
bour of Richibuctou had been found 
impracticable at any time. The channels 
constantly shifted, and therein lay the 
difficulty. Soon after the contractor failed 
to perform ‘the contract in question— 
through mismanagement—the channel 
was found to have undergone a change for 
the better, and no necessity arose for a 
long time afterwards for improving it; 
not, in fact, whilst he was in the Govern- 
ment. Latterly, however, it had under- 
gone a changé for the worse, and improve- 
ment was imperatively required. So far 
as the constitugncy was concerned, 1t was 
not opposed to the Government—cert ainly 
the gentleman who represented it came 
out as one of their supporters. 
He (Mr. Wark) had not taken exception 
to the improvements of Mabou and Am- 
herst Island, but simply questioned the 


justice of the policy of leaving a port of 


the commercial importance of Richibuctou 


untouched, although the necessity of im- 


proving it had been long ago acknow- 
ledged. 
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Hon. Mr. MITCHELL stated that the 
yeison why the money granted by the 
Local Government was not expended was 
because it was known beyond doubt that 
$20,000 was altogether inadequate to make 
any permanent improvement. As respects 
the remarks of the hon, gentleman con- 
cerning the representation of the county— 

Hon. Mr. LOCKE raised a question of 
order, there was no motion before the 
House. 

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER said that the House 
had last session adopted the practice of 
the House of Lords in allowing consider- 
able latitude to members in making en- 
quiries regarding motions of the character 
before the House. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN did not think the 
practice justifiable; a discussion should 
come up regularly, or else much confusion 
must arise, and an end would be put to 
everything like legislative order. It was 
clearly for the interest of the Government 
that some limit should be put to the re- 
marks of hon. gentlemen in cases like the 
present; it would be clearly impossible 
for them to meet all the charges that might 
be brought against them under the guise 
of simple enquiries. Such debates should 
come up in accordance with the strict 
rules of Parliament. 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said, that formerly an 
enquiry was simply made, and the answer 
given with the same brevity. The House 
had decided last session that, following 
the practice of the House of Lords, some 
little latitude might be given on such 
questions to members, but at all events it 
was understood that their remarks would 
be confined to the subject matter. In 
the present instance, however, other and 
very extraneous matters had been intro- 
duced by both gentlemen. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST 
thought that it would be as well to decide 
at once the question of order. 

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER referred to the 
practice of the House of Lords, where a 
considerable license in such cases per- 
mitted even when no question was 
really before the House. It had been 
shown last year that a great many debates 
had taken place on simple questions of 
enquiry. It was, however, for the House 
to decide whether it should adopt such a 
practice as a rule or not. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL only wished to 
make a simple explanation, drawn from 
him by the remarks of the hon, gentleman 
from Kent. In referring to the tradition- 
ary policy of the hon. member, he wished 
to recall the time when the hon. gentle- 
man, on account of squabbles which arose 
out of his want of moderation and discre- 
tion, only succeeded in injuring the inter- 
ests of Kent. 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. 
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Hon. Mr. WARK said that he had not 
accused the Government of neglect, but 
had merely referred to the question that 
afternoon in his anxiety that the Post. 
master General, to whom he especially 
alluded as the leader of the Cabinet in 
that House, might be prepared with an 
answer when the question, of which notice 
had been given, came up in due order. 
When he had been in the Local Govern- 
ment of New Brunswick, there was no ne- 
cessity, as he had already stated, for im- 
proving the harbour; but now it was very 
different. As respects the question of the 
representation of the county, he did not 
see that the position of a member of the 
Government was necessarily influenced by 
the representation of the county in which 
he might reside —at all events, ifthat were 
the rule, then the hon. Minister of Marine 
would be in a quandary ; for there was no 
one in the Commons less unwilling to give 
support to the Government than the re- 
presentative of the very county where he 
had been living himself. (Laughter.) 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that when 
questions of the kind asked by the hon. 
member were submitted, 1t was expected 
that he, as Minister of Marine and Fisher- 
ies, would answer them. As respects the 
hon. member just mentioned, the Govern- 
meut never expected support from him. 
He (Mr. M.) had had to fight him for many 
years, and he had invariably beaten him. 
Had he chosen to contest the seat the last 
time, he would certainly have beaten him 
out of sight; and he could do the same 
to-day. The hon. member for Kent him- 
self, he might add, was not supported in 
the hostile attitude he had taken by the 
Local representative of the county. 


Richibuctou. 


ASSIMILATION OF THE CURRENCY. 


Hon. Mr. LOCKE presented a petition 
from Halifax against any change in the 
currency. 


NORTH SHORE R. R. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill to exempt the North 
Shore Railroad Company from constructing 
draw-bridges across navigable rivers- He 
stated that it was intended to alter the 
Bill in Committee so as to make it general 
in its application. 

Hon. Mr. FERRIER approved of the Bill 
and referred to the frequency of accidents 
in connection with draw-bridges. 


Hon. Mr. SKEAD said that some power 


should be given to the Government to © 


exempt important rivers like the Ottawa 
from the operation of such a Bill, in case 
it should be necessary. No steps should 
be taken which might injuriously affect the 
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navigation of ariver, which must, sooner 
or laier, become the great route for the 


Western trade. The power asked for was 
very great, and should not be hastily 
granted to any single man. 

_ Hon. Mr. SANBORN said thit the Bill 
had been introduced before the petition 
was reported on. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that a slight 
mistake had occurred, but the petition 
had been reported on that day; besides 
it was not proposed to make the Bill of a 
general character. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that he did not | 


intend to press the objection, under the 


circumstances, and added tiat too much | 
care could not be taken in framing a mea. | 


sure affecting such important interests. 
Navigable rivers were the great natural 
highways of the country, and they should 
not be interfered with in any way except 
by direct legislation. The Legislature 
should in all cases know exactly what was 
to be done. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he ap- 
preciated the objections of the hon. gen- 
tlemen, and did not propose to pass the 
measure hastily, but to have it printed as 
amended, and then allow sufficient time 
for the House to consider it. 


Hon, Mr. FERRIER said that the height 
of the Victoria Bridge was far beyond that 
of steamers and vessels passing under it, 
and the one at St. Anne’s was also sufii- 
ciently high. A clause might be put in the 
Bill making a certain height necessary. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said that the navigable rivers must be pro- 
tected for the good of the whole country. 
Some authority should be left in the hands 
of the Government to deal with the mat- 
ter; no fixed legislation could arrange it 
satisfactorily. 

Hon. Mr. WARK thought that the matter 
could be referred to the Governor in Coun- 
cil, and certainly some notice to interested 
parties should be given, so that they might 
oppose the application if necessary. 

Hon. Mr. RYAN preferred leaving the 
matter in the hands of the Legislature to 
giving it toa Minister of the Crown, who 
might be swayed by local influence. An 
injury might be done to ariver and then 
the only remedy was to pull down the 
structure. The argument with respect 
to accidents on draw bridges was not 
altogether good; if sufficient attention 
was paid to the management of the roads 
and bridges, these casualties would not 
so often occur. He looked upon the 
rivers of the country as the great chan- 
nels of commerce—railways were but of 
secondary importance. He would hesitate 
to accede to the principle of giving to any 
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Minister of Public Works the right of de- 
ciding what wis, and what was not, a pro- 
per bridge for a river. He would rather 
that the law remained as at present. 

The Bill was read a second time, and re- 
ferred to a Committee on that day week. 


THE CENSUS. 

In pursuance with the order of the day, 
the House went into Committee on the 
Bill to amend the Census Act. Hon. Mr. 
WARK in the chair. 

Committee rose and reported the Bill 
with cne amendment. 

The Report was adopter. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


WeEpNESDAY, 15th March, 1871. 
The House met at three o’clock. 


PETITIONS. 


Messrs. SIMARD and TOURANGEAU 
presented petitions from merchants, ship- 
owners and others, of Quebec, for the re- 
peal of the duties on grain, flour and coal. 


REPORTS. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER laid on the table the 
annual report of the Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries, for the year ending June 
30, 1870. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN asked when the cor- 
respondence between New Brunswick and 
the Dominion, relative to the adjustment 
of the accounts between them, would be 
brought down. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER replied 
he would enquire. 

In reply to Mr. Thompson, of Haldi- 
mand, ~ 

Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER stated 
the annual report of the Militia Depart- 
ment would be ready in a few days. 


MANITOBA INLAND REVENUE. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved, that on Fri- 
day next the House go into Committee of 
the Whole to consider certain resolutions, 
declaring it expedient to amend section 
7in the Inland Revenue Act, 1868, 31 
Vic, cap 50, and section 29 of Act 33 Vic., 
cap 3; to establish and provide for the 
Government of Manitoba.— Carried. 


THE COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the third 
reading of the Act for the prevention of 
corrupt practices in relation to the collec- 
tion of the revenue. —Carried, 
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SAVINGS BANKS. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the recep- 
tion of the report of the Committee of the 
Whole on the Savings Banks resolutions, 
and those respecting the issue and re- 
demption of Dominion Notes.—Carried. 

The resolutions were agreed to, and the 
Bills founded thereon were introduced by 
the Hon. Fiance Minister, and read a first 
time. He said it had been thought most 
convenient to introduce two distinct Bills 
on those subjects. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the recep- 
tion of the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

On the resolution authorizing the 
Governor in Council, to admit under cer.- 
tain circumstances the raw materials of 
manufactures free, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought this solicit- 
ed power too extensive to confer upon 
the Government. It wasa discretion too 
great in the interests of the country to be 
allowed Ministers. He moved that the 
said resolution be not concurred in, but 
that it be resolved that, in the opinion of 
the House, it is inexpedient to clothe the 
Executive Government with power to deter- 
mine what articles shall be admitted free 
of duty. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS replied that after 
the discussion on this subject yesterday, 
he was surpised at the present objection. 
If he were on the opposition side, he 
would not take any exception to the re- 
solution at this stage. 


Hon. Mr, HOLTON—Come and try. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—The Government 
had no disposition to abuse the power 
asked. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that he did not 
fear the .Government would make 
improper use of the power solicited, but, 
nevertheless, he thought a discretion of 
this kind should not be entrusted to the 
Government. The principle was vicious 
/and foreign to the spirit of our constitu- 
“tion. As the motion wouid sanction a bad 
precedent, he must oppose it. 

A division was then taken on the motion, 
— the following result: yeas 37, nays 
S4. 

The motion for the second reading of 
the second resolution was carried. 

The third resolution authorizing the ad- 
mission free, of any machinery required 
in Canadian manufactures was also carried, 
as was also the fourth, providing fora 
statement of all the raw material and 
manufactures admitted in virtue of the 


foregoing resolutions being laid before | 


Hon. Sir F. Hincks. . 
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Parliament within fifteen days after the 
opening of next session. 

With regard to the 5th, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would ask leave to withdraw the proposal 
of an export duty on hemlock bark. 
(Cheers,) He did so in deference to the 
opinions of many members though it -was 
admitted a necessity for some means of 
protection to this bark did exist. Think- 
ing the duty might interfere with some 
departments of trade, and perhaps injuri- 
ously affect settlers or farmers, and yield- 
ing to the sense of a considerable portion 
of the House, the Government withdrew 
the present resolution. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON was not disposed to 
exult in this change of Ministerial views 
as such, but was glad a wrong principle 
and course, had beenabandoned. While 
ready to condemn an evil course, he was 
willing to applaud an improved one. He 
was glad the resolution had been with- 
drawn. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL was glad of 
the Government’s action in this matter. 
He congratulated the Government in their 
decision, and the member for Stanstead in 
the able speech on this subject, which 
seemed to have produced such good effect 
on the House and Ministry. This incident 
conveyed a good lesson respecting the 
benefits derivable from an honest and vig- 
orous expression of opinion on the part of 
the supporters of the Government, and 
also as to the impropriety of Ministers 
like the President of the Council lectur- 
ing hon. members upon inconsistency or 
change of views (cheers and laughter). 
He was sorry to see that the President of 
the Council had left his seat just before 
the withdrawal of this resolution. He 
hoped he was not one of those who * fight 
and run away, that they may fight another 
day.” 1t was now seen that the Goy- 
ernment could change its mind as quickly 
as before, and as promptly as could pri- 
vate members. He was gratified, for his 
part, at the present change (hear, hear, ) 

Mr. JOLY referred to England’s policy 
respecting Free Trade, and the results 
which had sprung from that, and hoped 
the time would come when the country 


| in its commercial policy would consult its 


own interests, and not allow itself to be 
led by any mere theory. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT thought the Gov- 
ernment was perfectly right in withdraw- 


ing tbe duty, and called the attention of © 


the Minister of Finance to the fact that 
there were other export duties on articles 
of lumber pressing unfairly on a portion of 
the population, which he hoped to see 
taken off. The matter had already been 
before a Committee of the House, which 
had reported that the duty was to render 


Ways and |MancH 


F485 
perfectly useless a quantity of valuable 
timber which might otherwise be profitably 
mide use of. 


Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry), thought 
the country was indebted to the Minister 
of Finance, for coming forward so frankly 
and withdrawing the duty, but thought 
the House was entitled to some explana- 
tion from the President of the Council and 
_ the Minister of Agriculture, of the extra- 
ordinary short time in which they had 
changed their views, they having express- 
ed themselves so very deciaedly on the 
evening previous in support of the resolu- 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said he did not see 
that he was in any way called upon to 
make any explanation. He had on the 
previous evening been careful to say noth. 
ing as to the necessity or non-necessity of 
the duty, and the proposal of the Govern- 
ment had been simply to place the bark 
on the same footing as the extract, as the 
United States admitted the former free, 
while the latter was subjected to duty. He 
had only changed his opinion on the 
_ point in the matter. namely, that while 
_ on the previous day he had thought that 
the imposition of the duty would have 


_ been supported by a majority of the House 


he did not now think so. 


Mr. COLBY said that personally and on 
behalf of those gentlemen who had so 
strongly urged the previous evening that 
the duty should not be imposed, he 
thanked the Government for the defer. 
ence that had been paid to their opinions 
and congratulated them that although 
they could not have been unaware that 
they would be charged with inconsistency, 
they had, nevertheless, not been deterred 
from expressing their views, and he 
thought that none but a strong Govern- 
ment could have taken such a course. 

Hon. Dr, TUPPER could not under- 
stand how the member tor Glengarry 
could suppose that he was called upon to 
explain a change of opinion. Of course, 
in connection with his colleagues, he was 
responsible for the proposal to impose 
‘the duty, but if the observations he had 
addressed to the House had been proper- 
ly reported his hon. friend would search 
in vain for one single word in favor of the 
duty. He had expressly stated that he 
would add nothing to what his colleagues 
had said as to the reasous which led them 
to submit the proposition, and had in no 
way expressed his own opinion. He read 
from the speech of the Hon. Finance Min- 
ister, who had stated expressly that the 
Government did not attach very much 
importance to the subject, but that in 
- consequence of strong representation and 
_ petitions made to them, they made the 
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proposal and le/t it entirely to the House 
to decide,—and now, onfinding that the 
duty did not obtain the favourable con- 
sideration of the House, they were 
certainly ina position to withdraw their 
resolution. He then referred to a remark 
of the member for North Lanark, wko had, 
he understood taken advantage of his 
being called from his seat to throw a taunt 
across the House, to the effect that he had 
not the courage to face the charge, and 
defend himself against the charge of 
inconsistency, and had, in fact, classed him 
as being among those who are said to 
‘fight and run away,” so that they might 
be able to ‘“‘fight again another day.’ 
Now he thought that hon. gentleman was 
the very last who could taunt anyone with 
the want of courage. If he (Dr. Tupper) 
had never been known todo anything like 
what the hon. member for North Lanark 
had done, if, when placed in a position of 
grave responsibility, where a littie cou: age 
might have removed all the difficulty he 
had, instead of exhibiting that courage 
and meeting the difficulty, thrown all the 
danger on the shoulders of another, and 
had himself run away from the scene of 
danger, then some such charge might 
have been preferred against him. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL— To what 
does the hon. gentleman allude ? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he alluded to 
what was a matter of history. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON raised a question of 
order. Although he had not the slighest 
objection to the President of the Council 
and the member for North Lanark fighting 
out the matter on any suitable occasion, 
he thought it would be very inconvenient 
if they were led away from the subject of 
discussion. In justice, however, to the 
member for North Lanark, he must say 
that he thought it was entirely without 
precedent for a member of the Govern- 
ment to carry the debate away from the 
question at issue, in order to make a direct 
attack on any member of the House. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER bowed to the call 
to order but was not aware that he had been 
wrong in showing the hon. member for 
North Lanark that he was notin a position 
to make the charge he had made—and he 
might say that he should never run away 
from the hon, gentleman, as he certainly 
thought his bark very much worse than 
his bite. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL rose to reply, 
but the speaker ruled that the discussion 
was entirely out of order, as the motion 
betore the House was the withdrawal of the 
resolution of placing an export duty on 
hemlock bark, to which question the 
members should confine themselves, 


487 Ways and 


ment for the concession made to the ex- 
pressed opinion of the House. 


Mr. LAWSON also desired to express 
his satistaction on the withdrawal of the 
resolution. He referred to the export 
duty on certain classes of timber, which, 
when it had previously been discussed, he 
thought should have received the same 
opposition as had been offered in the pre- 
sent instance. 

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) congratulated the 
Government on the celerity they had shown 
in changing their views in order to meet 
the wishes of the majority. Heid not 
think, however, that the motion should be 


quietly withdrawn, out thought the Gov. | 


‘ ernment should have an opportunity of 
voting against their own proposition. 
Whether such an opportunity should be 
afforded them, would require some deli- 
beration, and he theretore moved that 
the House snould adjourn, 


On motion for adjournment being. put, 
Hon. Mr. MCDOUGALL said he was opposed 
to the motion, but thanked the mover for 
having given him an opportunity of saying 
what a short time before he had been 
prevented from saying. He had too much 
respect for the rules of the House to take 
the line of reply to which the provocation 
given by the Hon. President of the Council, 
had at tirst tempted him—especially in 
view of the very serious events at present 
taking place in the section ofthe country 
to which the hon. gentleman had alluded. 
He thought, under the present circum- 
stances, it became them all not to add 
any fuel to the flame which he feared had 
been kindled in that portion of the Domin- 
ion. The hon. gentleman, the President 
of the Council, had, however, taunted him 
with lacking courage, with having put 
forward another into a position which he 
himself feared to occupy; and he would 
remind the House of the circumstances in 
which he been placed, that for upwards of 
forty days he had remained in a position 
in which he exposed not himself only, but 
all who were with him, to the daily 
risk of assassination, waiting and expecting 
that the Government, which had sent and 
commissioned him, would give him such 
instructions as the circumstances required, 
and then found that they were in com- 
munication with those in arms against the 
authority of the country, and who were 
seeking his life. The hon, gentleman 
knew this well, and he knew also that 
the place where he (Mr. McDougall) re- 
mained was without a parallel in the whole 
of the United States, that the people 
were an assemblage of outlaws, men, fugi- 
tives from justice, who had thus fled to 
the very confines of the country, and that 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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the very man in whose house he had to stay, 


Means. 


Then, being placed in this position, when 
he found that the Government had left 
him in the lurch, when they refused to 
carry out what 
to do, he had come back. As to 
the charge that he had sent a gentlman 
on an expedition which he himself 
feared to undertake, he could only say 
that that gentleman was most anxious to 
be sent, and wrote him a communication 
pressing the matter. Surely the President 
of the Council could not insinuate that it 
was his (Mr. McDougall’s) duty to have 
led that enterprise. Although the officer 
in question had been charged with great 


indiscretion in connection with this matter, - 


he was glad that the Government had 
recognized his loyalty by employing him 
at the seat of Government. Under all 
these circumstances, he thought the hon, 
gentleman might well have spared his 
taunt. If the spirit so shown evinced the 
view taken by him and his colleagues, he 
(Mr. McDougall) was quite ready to carry 
the case before the country, He now 
knew the feelings of the people on the 


subject, and he would advise the hon. gen- ' 


tleman and his colleagues, in view of the 


ensuing elections, and in view of the un-— 


fortunate events now transpiring in the 
North West, to adopt a different line of 
argument, and to be influenced by a dif- 
ferent spirit from that which had induced 
the President of the Council to utter the 
taunt. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not wish to pro- 
long the discussion, but the hon, gentle- 
man had appealed to him to corroborate 
the courage which he had evinced, and 
the dangers to which he had been ex- 
posed. He could only say that it was not 
in his power to do so, as the hon. gentile- 
man would remember that he had left 
him on _ the plains white with fear, flying 
from what he considered the most terrible 
dangers,—and also that, undeterred by 
anything he heard of these dangers, he 
(Hon. Dr. Tupper) went quietly forward to 
the place in which the hon. gentleman 
had considered himself in daily risk of 
his life, and found that there was no dan- 
ger whatever, except the danger that 
might result from the gross imprudence of 
which the hon. gentleman himself had 
been guilty in that place. He found that 
any peaceable person was just as safe 
In the neighborhood of Pembina as 
he would have been in Ottawa. 
The hon. gentleman would also remember 
that he (Dr. Tupper) had taken a young 


boy with him into the heart of the coun- — 


try, and that the first thing Mr. Riel knew of 
him, was when he knocked at the door of the 
Council House, at Fort Garry. He thought 


they had promised: 
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ap sition to make the statement he had 
done, by which he (Dr. Tupper) had been 
betrayed into making a reference, that he 
otherwise might not have done. The 
hon. gentleman, however, had so far for. 
gotten his position in the House, as to 
refer to a gentieman who could not be pre- 
sent to confront him. That gentleman’s 
greatest crime was, that when the hon. 
member for North Lanark, took upon 
himself the fearful responsibility of steal- 
ing across the boundary under cover of the 
night, to pretend toassume the Government 
of a country in which he could not show 
himself, that gentleman, holding a com- 
mission from the Government t ) admin- 
ister the Oaths of office, in the North 
West, represented to the fiiends and advi- 
sers of the hon. member for North Lanark, 
who accompanied him, one as Secretary, 
and another as Solicitor General, that he 
believed the step would be mischievous in 
the last degree, and usediall the weight of 
his influence'to prevent the step being 
taken, a step which had resulted in involv- 
ing a great loss of public money, a great 
amount of difficulty, and the most lamen- 
table occurrences —all of which would have 
been prevented had the hon. gentleman 
listened to the wise counsels of the gen- 
tleman to whom he had. referred—and 
whom he could not forgive for having en- 
tertained views and sentiments which 
would have saved the country a vast 
amount of expenditure, and prevented 
the most deplorable events that had ever 


_ occurred in that country. He apologised 


to the House for having occupied so much 
time, butas the hon. gentleman had called 
upon him to confirm statements which 
were the reverse of being correct, and as he 
had so forgotten his position as to attack 
a gentleman who could not reply, he had 
felt bound to state what he knew of the 
matter. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS did. not 
rise to protract the discussion, but felt 
compelled to otfer a few remarks in reply 
to the hon, member for North Lanark. 
That genileman had stated the position of 
the Government with regard to him, and 
had expressed his readiness to discuss the 
whole subject before the country. He 
did not think, however, that the hon. 
gentleman had omitted any opportuni- 
ties of placing the matter before the 
public. The hon. gentleman, however, 
had made a distinct charge that the Gov- 
ernment had “left him inthe lurch.”’ Now 
where were the facts? The very day that 
the letter had been received, announcing 
events which took the Government most 


_ completely by surprise, an answer was 


sent to !t, and if the hon. gentleman before 
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therefore, that the hon. gentleman, on 
comparing notes with him, was hardly in 
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taking further action, had allowed him- 
self sufficient time to receive an answer, 
which in reality reached him some four 
days before it could have been expected, 
all difficulty: would have been avoided. 
He did not desire to assail the hon. 
gentleman with regard to his conduct, but 
it had been made a constant charge by the 
Opposition throughout Ontario, that the 
Government had abandoned the hon. 
gentleman, and “left him in the lurch.’ 
What course could the Government have 
taken other than that it had taken? 
Could they have characterised the impru- 
cent Froclamation issued by the hon. 
gentleman as legal and authorised, and 
could they have supported that Proclama. 
tion? They merely informed the hon: 
gentleman that they could not take that 
responsibility, and they expressed their 
regret at what he had done. He must 
say that whenever these discussions had 
arisen, they had been on the provoca- 
tion of the hon. gentleman himself and 
not on that of the Government, The mem- 
bers of the Government made every al- 
‘lowance for the difficulties of his position 
and sympathised with him, but it did not 
follow that they should take the respon- 
sibility of supporting a course which they 
deemed to be illegal. He had not desired 
to speak, but he had felt called upon to 
enter his protest against the Government 
being charged with having left the hon. 
gentleman ‘in the lurch.” 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that perhaps, as 
the Minister of Finance had stated, that 
every case of controversy on this subject 
had been provoked by the member for 
North Lanark. He would say how that 
gentleman had provoked a certain pam- 
phlet which had been published ‘under 
Government influence—as he thought that 
pamphlet appeared when all controversy 
had ceased, and when there was a general 
acquiescence in the Government measures 
for the establishment of a Government in 
the North West, and when the passions 
aroused by the unfortunate events in that 
part of the country had well nigh sub- 
sided. That pamphlet had come like a 
clap of thunder in a clear sky, and with- 
out any apparent provocation. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the hon. gen- 
tleman could not be unaware of the fact, 
that speeches against and assaults upon 
the Government hid been constantly 
made and published long before the ap- 
pearance of the pamphlet. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said that with refer- 
ence to the charges made by the 1aember 
for North Lanark, that he had been de- 
serted by the Government, and that com- 
munications had been opened with his 
enemies, and that he hid been left in 
the perilous and danzerous position he 
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had pointed out, he could only say, not 
only that those statements could not be 
proved, but the Government could prove 
the very reverse. He might say that from 
the moment when the hon. member for 
North Lanark read in that House a letter 
that he had sent to the leader of the 
Government, in which he, one of his col- 
leagues, had levelled at his conduct and 
character the most unfound:d charges, he 
considered that nothing that hon. gentle. 
man could say or du was worth the notice 
of a gentleman. As to the pamphlets 
that had been spoken of, he remembered 
having seen one pamphlet which was sup- 
posed to have emanated from a conspi- 
cuous member of the Opposition, and on 
running his eye over it, he had marked in 
the margin before he got to the end no 
fewer thin twenty-two falsehoods. Last 
year on the arrival of the hon. member in 
Ottawa, and indeed for some time previous 
they had heard breathings of vengeance 
denouuced against everyone who did not 
agree with him, but he (Mr. Howe) had 
taken no notice of them. For four weeks 
after the hon. gentleman’s return the press 
had been flooded with personal and gross 
abuse of himself and others, his colleagues, 
but he (Mr. Howe) had never written a 
line in reply, as he did not think it worth 
while doing so. He kad waited until he 
could confront the hon. gentleman in that 
House, and their he dealt with his public 
policy and conduct, and after that hon. 
gentleman had had plenty of time to make 
his complaints and announce his policy, 
the House decided against him by an im- 
mense majority, only eleven persons sup- 
porting his scheme. Since then hejhad not 
considered the hon. gentleman’s position 
sufficiently important to call for any 
notice either in the press or in pamphlets, 
but he was there in his place ready to 
defend himself and the Government to 
which he belonged. 

Mr. F, JONES (Leeds and Grenville) 
referred to the remark of the member for 
North Lanark as to the appointment of a 
certain gentleman to a Government posi- 
tion. He was opposed to that appoint- 
ment, not only because it would increase 
the expense of the civil Government, but 
because he did not think the conduct otf 
the gentleman in question either at Fort 
Erie, or at Fort Garry justified his appoint- 
ment, and he should oppose it at the pro- 
per time. 

The motion for adjournment was with- 
drawn, and the matter dropped. 

The motion for the withdrawal of the 
resolution imposing an export duty. on 
hemlock bark was then resumed. 

Hon. Mr, HOLTON said he would sup- 
port with pleasure the motion of his old 


Hon. Mr. Howe. 


\COMMONS] 


Means. 492 


friend and teacher, the Finance Minister, 
for leave to withdraw this resolution; and 
as he desired the fact to be distinctly re- 
corded in the journals of the House he 
would call for a division and the recording 
of the yeas and nays. 

The motion was then put to a vote and 
carried.—Yeas 112, nays 14. 

The resolutions were read a second time, 
and a bill founded on them was introduced 
and read a first time. 


BILL FROM THE SENATE. 


A Bill from the Senate to extend to the 
Province of Manitoba certain laws relating 
to timber, was received anc passed. 


UNIFORM: CURRENCY. 


The Bill to establish one uniform cur- 
rency for the Dominion was read a second 
time, and referred to a Committee of the 
Whole—Mr. D. A Macdonald in the 
Chair. 

Mr. JONES (Halifax) hoped the Hon. 
Minister of Finance would postpone the 
operation of the Act, so faras it related 
to Nova Scotia, till January, 1872. He 
moved an amendment to that effect. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said such a 
suggestion, if adopted, would give rise 
to dissatisfaction in Nova Scotia. It was 
better to make the change at once, for it 
must come sooner or later. The fact was that 
those who wished for delay were opposed 
tothe assimilation in toto, while those 
who favoured the change did not desire any 
delay. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the delay asked 
for was only six months, and since this 
change was looked upon as grievous, it 
would be as well to grant the request of 
Nova Scotia. 


Mr. SAVARY would oppose the amend- 
ment. He could speak for his own con- 
stituents and say that they asked for no 
delay. 

After some further discussion, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again, 


AFTER RECESS. 


_The following Bills were read a second 
time and passed through Committee of 
the Whole :— 


BILLS PASSED. 


No. 19. An Act to authorize the incor- 
porated Village of Trenton to impose and 
collect Harbour dues, and for the other 
purposes— Mr. Brown. . 

No. 28. An Act to extend the provisions 

| of the Act authorizing the imposivion and 


| 
t 
t 
| 
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_ collection of Harbour dues by the Corpora- 
tion of the Town of Owen Sound (as 


amended by Committee on Private Bills)— 


Mr. Snider, 
SUPPLY. 


The House went into Committee of 


Supply, 
Mr. STREET in the chair. 


The following items were passed :— 


Militia and Defence........... $27,930 00 
Beerevary Of State... ee 22,827 50 
Secretary of State for the Pro- ~ 

WIR COR awe aati 16,630 00 
Receiver General............... 15,950 00 
A AMOOM OM esc ih men nrc tt 36,307 50 
Casvorms eM  Lebe ee M8 21,940 00 
Inland Revenue............ Nd 518.1 50° 00 


On the item of $40,000 for Public Works, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON stated he observed 
a marked increase in the item for the De- 


partment of Public Works. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the business 
of the Department had largely increased 
since 1868. That year the communications 


despatched numbered 2,740; in 1870, 


3,639. In the past year, 1,600:more letters 
were received than formerly. This great 
increase of correspondence necessitated 


the increase of the staff by two clerks. 
Item carried. 


Post Office. .... FORRES Huot + peabicagne’s $52,520 00 
21,900 00 
On the item of $16,725 for Marine and 


Agriculture and Statistics...... 


Fisheries, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON complained of the 
increase in this item to the extent of 


$2,515. 
Hon, Dr. TUPPER replied that the con- 


struction of new Light Houses entailed 


the employment of a general superinten- 
dent and constructive engineer, at a salary 
of $2,000. This outlay was necessary, and 
calculated to benefit the public service. 


After some discussion on the subject of 


the item for the Marine and Fisheries 
Offices in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
and others, 

Mr. BURPEE said the Light Houses 
were not well placed on the St. John River, 
Owing, perhaps, to the superintendent not 
knowing the best localities for them. Not- 
withstanding, however, they had proved 
of some use. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON stated it had been 
admitted that some of the Light Houses 
were not constructed and placed as they 
should have been. This statement was, no 
doubt, correct. 
unreasonable light house expenditure, 
but only as to the mode of this outlay. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY, in reply to the mem. 
ber for Glengarry, explained the necessity 
for proper Light Houses on the St. John 
River, owing to the heavy fogs, and con- 
siderable night navigation. The best at- 
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tainable improvement had been secured as 
to the most suitable places for the five 
lights set up. The expense was moderate, 
and the majority of the people interested 
were satisfied with the manner in which it 
was incurred. 

Mr. D. MACDONALD said he brought 
nocharge against the Marine and Fisheries . 
Department. He had merely stated he 
thought that all th: se Light Houses and 
similar works should be placed under the 
of chargea single department. He had no 
objection whatever to the money expended 
in the Lower Provinces, or in any other 
section, but desired to see the country get 
the full value for it, (hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. McoDOUGALL disapproved 
of placing any public buildings under any 
other than the Public Works Department. 
The law did not, as the Minister of Cus- 
toms stated, place all Light Houses under 
the value of 310,000, under the Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries. The other de- 
partment was large and well enough sup- 
plied to enable it to manage all such pub- 
lic buildings. It was unsafe in the public 
interests to withdraw from the engineering 
staff of the Public Works Department, 
works of this character, and to put them 
under the charge of another department 
less competent to manage them. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said when there 
was any engineering difficulty to overcome 
—when the works were of a difficult, or 
scientific character—they were left in the 
hands of the Public Works Department. 
The Marine Department was better able 
to conduct these particular works from its 
possession of officers enjoying local know- 
ledge the officers of the other departments 
were not possessed of. The Public Works 
Department was in no such advantageous 
position to deal with this class of Public 
Works as that of the Minister of Marine. 

In reply to Mr. MILLS, who wished to 
know how and why the Public Works 
Department outlay had increased ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had ex. 
plained everything necessiry on the sub- 
ject. 
; Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
arrangement in this respect made by the 
Government, was made with the view of 
economy. Division of labour was intended 
to secure both efficiency and economy. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the gist of the 
argument was that the Minister of Public 
Works, ought to be charged with these 


works entrusted to the Minister of Marine. 


Ministers by withdrawing works of this 
kind from the Department that ought to 
be charged with them, reflected severely 
upon it. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER explained end de- 
fended the arrangemen’ by which those 
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Lighthouses had been undertaken by the 
Marine and Fisheries Department. 

The item ultimately passed. 

The Treasury Board Offize, $3,000; Fi- 
nance Offices, Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick, $7,500; Marine and Fisheries Office, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, $8,100. 
The remaining items were carried, making 
the total under this head $525,908: Con- 
tingencies. $150,000 ; Administration of 
Justice, Miscellaneous, $10,000; to pro- 
vide for the Administration of Justice in 
Manitoba and the North West Territory, 
$10,000. 

In answer to Hon. Mr. MeDougill, 

Hon. sir GEO. E. CARTIER said Judge 
Johnson. formerly Recorder and Judge 
for the Hudson’s Bay Company, has been 
appointed Judge in the North West at 
the salary he enjoyed before. That gen- 
tleman had discharged his preliminary 
duties well, and as the fruit of his labours 
e, Bill for creating a criminal system in the 
North West would shortly be discussed in 
the House. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for informa- 
tion respecting the item in the Public 
Accounts granted Sheriff Powell for ser- 
vices in connection with the discovery and 
arrest of the murderer of D’Arcy McGee. 

ion. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER stated 
‘nothing went to the Sheriff personally, 
but merely to meet expenses relating to 
that service. In this matter, it was evi- 
dent full explanations could not be given. 
The proceedings were, of course, of a se- 
cret character. 

Dominion Police $25,000. With respect 
‘to this item, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought 1t was time 
to reduce the expenses under this head. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL followed in 
the same strain, thinking the item incon- 
geuous and unnecessary, and expressing 
unbelief as to future Fenian raids. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER referred ‘to 
the necessity for a Dominion force in 
connection with Foreign or Fenian attacks 
on our country. We all remember our 
incredulity in relation to the Fenian at- 
tack of last May. ‘There had been false 
reports of coming raids and some _ that 
turned out true, and this fact should not 
‘be lost sight of. Owing to the smallness 
of the Ottawa local force and other circum. 


stances, it was thought proper to submit. 


this item. When the force contemplated 
was not elsewhere employed, it might be 
engaged in watching the public buildings 
and other property. 

Mr. D: A. MACDONALD hoped there 
would be no vote for secret service 


placed in the supplementary estimates 
this year. : 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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After some further discussion the item 
was carried. 
On the item of $10,000 for the Montreal 
Water Police, ~ 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN reiterated the hope 
that he had expressed every session since 
he came here—that this department 
would be handed over, to the Local Gov- 
ernment. ‘ 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said there 
was an actual revenue from the Water Po- 
lice which more than paid for the mainte- 
nance of the force. They were employed 
to aid in collection of tonnagedues at 
Quebec and Montreal. 


Mr. WORKMAN said that the Water 
Police of Montreal were an excellent and 
useful body of men and were of great im- 
portance to the trade of the city. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said his only objec- 
tion was that this Government should deal 
with a mutter which was under the control 
of the Local authorities. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said so long 
as the expense of the force was covered 
by the revenue they brought in, there 
could be no doubt that it would be well to 
maintain them. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought this was but 
an incident of the control which Govern- 
ment had over trade and navigation. 

After some further discussion the item 
was passed. 

_ Item of $10,438, for Quebec Water Po- 
lice, was also passed. 

The Committee then rose, reported pro 
gress, and asked leave to sit again to 
morrow. 


Hon. Sir GEV. E. CARTIER proposed 
that the estimates should be proceeded 
with on the following day, after the usual 
private business. . 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON agreed to this being 
done, provided they were not kept till a 
late hour. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The House went into Committee to con- 
sider certain resolutions for the establish- 
ing of a uniform system of Weights and 
Measures for all Canada, which resolutions 
were paszed. 


INSPECTION LAWS. 


The House went into Committee to con- — 


sider a resolution declaring it expedient to 


amend and consolidate and to extend to — 
the whole Dominion of Canada the laws © 


respecting the inspection of certain staple 

articles of Canadian produce—Carried. 
The Committee rose, and the House ad- 

joursned at 11:15 p. m. 
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o'clock. 
ROUTINE. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN gave notice of a series 
of enquiries connected with the admission 
of British Columbia into the Union. 

Hon, Mr. RYAN presented a petition 
er traders in Montreal concerning raw 

ides. 


Hon, Mr. AIKINS laid on_ the table cer- 
tain papers respecting the withdrawal of 
troops from the Provinces, 


THE GEOLOGICAL REPORT. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked if the Govern- 
ment could give the House some informa- 
tion respecting Literary Societies to whom 
the Geological Report had been sent, as 
he wished to know if the numerous asso- 
ciations in the Maritime Provinces would 
receive any. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS replied that a certain 
number of copies had been sent to the 
Local Governments for distribution among 
Literary Associations, 


SALARIES OF THE LIEUT. GOVERNORS. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER said that it was now 
pretty generally admitted that in fixing 
the salaries of the Lieutenant Governors 
of the various Provinces, at the com- 
mencement of Confederation, a great mis- 
take had been made, and that the amounts 
were altogether inadequate to the dignity 
and responsibility of the position. ‘That 
was felt still more by comparing with those 
salaries the large amount given to the 
Governor General of the Dominion, who 
had to live in a remote city of Canada. 
Neither was it fair that there should be a 
distinction between the smaller and larger 
Provinces. A Lieutenant Governor in 
Nova Scotia occupied a position involving 
more expense and responsibility, in some 
respects, than were entailed upon the same 
functionaries elsewhere, inasmuch as Hali- 
fax was the headquarters of the army and 
navy, and was frequently visited by foreign 
men of war, which, in the latter case, 
necessitated international as well as local 
courtesies and hospitality. Therefore 
any gentleman holding the position must 
feel that the expense to which he was 
necessarily put in properly sustaining his 
dignity, was much beyond that of any oth- 
er Lieutenant Governor of the Dominion. 
He was of the opinion that the salaries of 
all those officers had been fixed at too low 
arate, and it was not consistent with the 
dignity of the several provinces, nor was 
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it just to those personally concerned, that. 

gentlemen occupying the chief executive 

position should be obliged to draw upon. 
their own private means as some of them 

were now obliged to do—as the Lieutenant 

Governor of Nova Scotia must certainly. 

be forced to do at the present time. He- 
did not make those remarks with the view 

of finding fault with the Government, 

for he had no doubt that the. 
motive which actuated them in fix- 

ing the salaries was one of economy; 

but still he was convinced that since the sys- 

tem of union was working so satisfactorily 
and there was already a large surplus reve- 
nue, we were at length in a condition to. 
do justice to these important public func-. 
tionaries. With these remarks, he asked 

whether it is the intention of the Govern- 

ment to take steps during the present. 
Session to equalize the salaries of the 

Lieutenant:Governors of the several Pro-. 
vinces of the Dominion by increasing the. 
salaries of those officers in Nova Scotia. 
and New Brunswick ? 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he. 
did not think it would at all tend to the. 
convenience or despatch of the public 
business, that the House should enter into 
lengthy discussions on mere enquiries. He 
did not mean to say that his hon. friend 
had departed from the rule which was. 
read from May yesterday by the hon. 
speaker, but at the same time, he thought. 
that ~ hon. 


Lieut. Governors 


it was very. desirable 
gentlemen should confine them- — 
selves as closely as possible 


to the subject matter of the enquiry. As 
respects the salaries of the Lieutenant. 
Governors they had been fixed under the: 
impression that they would be quite ade- 
quate to the position after Confederation. 
It was thought that a Lieutenant Govern- 
or in Ontario and Quebec would be sub- 
ject to larger expense than in Nova Scotia 
and NewBrunswick, where the population. 
was not so great, and the capitals were 
not solarge. There was much force in the 
remarks of his hon. friend respecting the 
Lieutenant Governor in Nova Scotia, who 
was necessarily subject to larger expense 
than he would be ata place like Frederic- 
ton, which was not the headquarters for 
the army and navy. His hon, friend 
might be right in saying that the salaries 
of the Lieutenant Governors were inade- 
quate, but he presumed that they were 
thought tobe sufficient at the time they 
were fixed, inasmuch as those officers. 
would not exactly occupy the position, 
the same functionaries did previous to. 
Confederation. Perhaps,in the desire to be 
economical, there was not asuflicient com- 
prehension of the expense to which those. 
officers would be called upon to meet. 
| Without going further into the subject, he 
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would reply to the question of the hon. 
gentleman, by stating that it was not the 
intention of the Government to introduce 
during the present session any measure for 
the equalization of the salaries of the Lieu- 
tenant Governors of the several Provinces 
of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said, in addition to 
what had been already stated, it might be 
mentioned that Halitax was the port of 
call for steamers connecting between 
Europe and the United States, and in that 
‘way there was some additional responsi- 
bility and expense thrown upon the gen- 
tleman who now occupied the high position 
in Nova Scotia. His hon. friend (Sir E. 


Kenny), who so worthily of late filled. 


the position (cheers), would perhaps be 
‘able to corroborate his remarks in this 


particular. Whilst he entirely con- 
curred in the strict liberal, 
correctness of the rule which 


the hon. Postmaster General had laid 
down, yet he might be allowed to say that 
he did not observe that the rule 1n respect 
to the lowering of the salaries had been 
enforced in any other dependencies of the 
Empire. 


THE CENSUS. 


In pursuance with the order of the day, 


The Bill toamend the Census Act was: 


read a third time and passed. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented the fifth 
report of the Joint Committee on Printing 
in reference to the printing of certain pub- 
lic documents. 

Ordered that the report be taken into 
consideration on Monday next. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN expressed the 
hope. that the resolutions relative to the 


admission of British Columbia 
into the Confederation would be 
introduced into the Senate 


simultaneously with the resoluticns in the 
House of Commons, It was not agreeable 
to gentlemen to be obliged to discuss such 
questions when they had been worn thread 
bare in another place. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the re- 
solutions would have to originate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, in the House of 
Commons, for they involved a charge on the 
revenue, and therefore the question would 
be first taken up in the other branch. He 
was, however, very desirous of meeting 
the views of the Senate, and would consid- 
er the question, 


Hon. Mr. MILLER said that the British 


North America Act, providing for the union 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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of the Provinces, had been first introduced 
in the House of Lords, with those portions 
referring to taxation in brackets. He did 
not see why a similar course could not be 
pursued in the present case. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the 
Bill in question did not involve taxation 
on the people of England. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN contended that the 
Senate had a right to take up the question 
of the policy of admitting British Columbia, 
and discuss it at full length. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL again said he was 
anxious to meet the wishes of the House— 
all that he desired was to proceed in con- 
formity with constitutional usage. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said that a Bill providing for a change in 
the Post Office Department, came first 
before that House, and he did not: see 
why the Senate should be denied the;same 
privilege now, unless indeed it was to be 
denuded of a great share of its proper 
responsibility. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he did 
not wish to see the House place itself in 
the undignified position of taking up a 
measure which it could not carry 
out. The Senate might decide it ‘was 
wise toannex British Columbia, and subse- 
quently find that a resolution had been 
passed in the House of Commons, refusing 
to charge the public revenues with the 
necessary amount of money. His own ~ 
experience, certainly, respecting the — 
Post Office Act was not such as to induce 
him to repeat it. He must add that he 
yielded to no one in the earnest desire to 
do everything possible to promote the 
usefulness of the Senate, . 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST 
said that the resolutions providing for 
Union were first introduced in the Legis- 
lative Council of Canada in 1867 by the — 
late Sir E. ache, and he thought it was . 
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Columbia. 


equally allowable to follow the same 


| course now. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL was not quite 
sure thatthe resolutions introduced in the © 
Council were identical with those taken up 
in the Legislative Assembly, but in any 
case they involved an address to the Queen © 
asking for a new constitution. The pro- 
posed resolutions involved a charge on 
the public revenues of Canada herself. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN was understood to — 
suggest that the House might go into © 
Committee on the Message of His Excel- 
lency relative to the union, recently sub- 
mitted to the House, and then a resolu- 
tion might be moved in due form. 


| , 
THE CANAL COMMISSION. 
\ 


Hon. ‘Mr. DICKEY ‘asked the Govern- 
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ment if the report of the Canal Commis- 
_ sloners was ready to be submitted to the 
House. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Government had received a report of the 
‘majority of the Commissioners, also a re- 
port of asingle member dissenting from 

. the others. The first had been printed, 
and would be submitted with the other in 
manuscript. 


British 


Se a ee 


BILL, 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT introduced a Bill to 
extend the provisions of the Act of the late 
Province of Canada, respecting the Synod 
of the Church of England, to New Bruns- 
wick. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuurspay, March 16, 1871. 


The House opened at three o’clock. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON moved for leave 
to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Do- 
minion ‘telegraph Company.—Carried. 


QUESTIONS. 


Mr. CURRIER asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to allow the 
British American Bank Note Company to 
remove their establishment from the seat 
of Government to Montreal. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the Govern- 
mententered into a contract with the 
company nearly four years ago, one of the 
conditions of which was that its operations 
should be carried on in Ottawa. The con- 
tract was for four years, and it was under- 
stood the company were to have the 
whole business of thg bank note engravy- 
ing for the Dominion} it being then con. 
templated that the Government would 
have the whole of that engraving in their 
own hands. However the circumstances 
had altered, the Government were only 
one and by no means the largest of the 
customers of that Company. They made 
strong representations to the Government 
that Montreal was the most convenient 
place for their business ; and it became a 
question whether the Government would, 
forthe sake of the few months that the 
contract had to run, place obstructions. in 
the company’s way. By February next, 
when it ran out, the Government could 
decide whether they would again give the 
company their business. But they could 
not fairly control itas to the place it 
should conduct its business in irrespective 
of its own interest and convenience. At 
the best the Government could prevent it 
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but for a few months from removing to 
Montreal. 


Mr. KEELER asked, has the Govern- 
ment received the report of the Canal 
Commissioners, and it so, wken will it be 
laid before the Hcuse? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied that the 
report had not yet been received. 


Mr- KEELER asked, whether itis the 
intention of the Government to place a 
sum in the Estimates for dredging the en- 
trance to Presque Isle harbour ? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied that the 
matter was under the consideration of the 
Government. 


Mr. KEELER asked, whether it is the 
intention of the Government to make any 
arrangement for the observance of the 
first day of July as a general holiday for 
the Dominion ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
the usual practice followed with regard to 
Dominion Day would be followed up next 
Dominion Day [laughter]. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT called the atten- 
tion. of the hon. Minister of Militia to the 
fact that the return asked for some time 
ago, with respect tothe defence of the 
country, had not yet been brought down. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
returns on the same subject had been 
asked for in the Senate last year. These 
returns would be presented in that Cham- 
ber to-morrow. The returns asked for in 
this House during the present session 
would be brought down at the earliest 
moment possible, and the two returns 
would be printed together. 

Mr. PELLETIER moved for a return of 
correspondence relating to the establish- 
ment of Boards of Examiners for granting 
certificates to masters or mates of sea- 
going ships, &c.—Carried. 

Hon. Mr. DORION moved for an Order 
of the House showing the rate of interest 
paid by the different savings banks in the 
Province of Quebec. He explained that 
his .object was ‘to include only those 
banks which would be affected by the new 
savings banks. measure of the Finance 
Minister. 

At the suggestion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS the motion was amended by 
adding the words, ‘‘And the Province of 
Ontario.” 

The motion as amended was carried. 

Mr.CURRIER moved for correspondence 
respecting claims for damages against the 
Government by George Sterling.—Carried. 

Mr. PICKARD moved for an address for 


a return of the monies received on account 
of private bills. He said his object was to 
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ascertain the number and character of 
those bills in respect of which the monies 
had been returned on the ground of their 
being treated as public bills, — Carried. 

Mr. BROUSSEAU moved the adoption 
of the fourth report of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing,— Carried. 

Mr. BROUSSEAU also moved the ad- 
option of the Committee’s fifth report. 
He explained it contained a recommenda- 
tion of the transfer of the binding con- 
tract from Hunter, Rose & Co. to Mr. 
Mortimer, at their request, and to enable 
them +o remove their establishment to 
Torento. Mr. Mortimer had furnished 
satisfactory securities.—Carried. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) moved for a® re- 
turn showing the land taken for railway 
purposes on sections 4 and 11 of the In- 
tercvlonial Railway, &c. 


The motion was carried with a slight 
amendment. 


Mr. MILLS moved for a statement of 
the quantity and value of the various kinds 
of articles imported into British Columbia 
for the last fiscal year, of which there are 
available returns showing the duties 
collected, and the amount which would 
have been collected had the Canadian 
tariff been in operation. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the papers 
would be procured as speedily as possible. 
There would doubtless be some delay to 
enable the comparison to be made and sur- 
mount other ditliculties. 


Mr. BURPEE moved for an address for 
a return shewing the quantity of coal, 
coke, wheat, corn and other grain, wheat 
and rye, flour, and meal, imported into 
each of the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick respec- 
tively from the 7th April to the 3lst De- 
cember, 1870. the amount of duty collect- 
éd on such articles respectively in each 
Province; also the quantity of such 
articles on which duties were paid or re- 
ceived which were afterwards shipped 
from each of the said Provinces either in 
bond or subject to a drawback of such 
duties, also the quantity of such articles 
being the produce of any one of the Pro- 
vinces which was shipped therefrom to 
each of the other said Provinces between 
the dates above mentioned. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the Government 
would furnish the information so far as in 
their power. It was utterly impossible to 
give the quantity of grain moved from Onta- 
vie to Quebec, or even from the ports of 
Quebec to those of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia. For the first year after the 
union the system that existed previous 
thereto, with regard to the returns 
affecting the trade between the Hastern 


My. Pickard. 
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and Western Proyinces, continued, that is, 
parties clearing were required to clear 
their exports at those Provinces, and enter 
them in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 
The Government continued that system 
for a time, to ascertain, if possible, the 


Business 


extent of the increase of the 
interprovincial trade growing out 
of Confederation. But it was found 


to interfere so much with the general 
trade between the Provinces that dissatis- 
faction early arose. Articles appeared in 
the Montreal, and other papers, condemn- 
ing the inconvenience to which parties 
were subjected importing from the Lower 
Provinces. The Government then aban- 
doned the system, and adopted the next 


best, to keep arecord of the trade between. —_ 


the Provinces. They could not give the 
statement asked, not having any such 
record. By that in force, the information 
which might be the most important, as to 
the quantity of the flour, grain, coal, 
&e., imported and the duty paid, the 
imports and exports would be furnished 
as far as possible. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he would sup 
pose that all the water borne produce to 
the Lower Provinces, would be reported 
even from the Upper Provinces of the 
Dominios. The Department must be in 
@ position to show the total amount of 
produce imported into the Lower 
Provinces trom the Upper ones by 
water, and the whole course of 
the trade was by water. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said it was not by 
water altogether. One of the objects of 
original regulations was that a vessel com- 
ing from any of the Maritime ports to 
Quebec or Montreal, should enter at the 
Custom House a statement of the articles 
shipped. That requirement had been 
abandoned, and now it was only necessary 
that in the case of a vessel clearing from 
Montreal, say for Shediac, Halifax, or 
other lower ports, the captain should leave 
with the Collector at Montreal, or the port 
of departure, a statement of his cargo, 
and also at the place of arrival. Hvyen as 
between Quebec and Ontario, a deposit of 
papers was required ; but in the returns 
made to the Department, they had not 
called for all these papers. 

Mr. BURPEE said his object was to ob- 
tain the papers showing the trade be- 
tween the several Provinces, and to ascer- 
tain its volume and progress since the 
Union.—Motion carried. 


THE NORTH WEST. 
Dr. BOWN desired to put a question 


before the orders of the day were called, if — 


the Government had no objection. 
Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER oop sented. 
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Dr. BOWN said that judging from 
private advices just received from Manito- 
ba, the people were in a great state 


North 


of. excitement, from the belief that the 


Dominion Government had given Lieuten- 
ant Governor Archibald private instruc- 
tions of a nature offensive or hostile to the 
feelings of the loyal people of the Province. 
Theretore, if the impression were false, he 
hoped an emphatic denial would be given 
the story. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government were ready with their reply. 
Neither they nor any ot’ their number had 
given any private or confidential instruc- 
tions to the Lieutenant Governor. The 
instructions given him in his two-fold capa- 


city as Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba 
-and Governor of the North West, had been 


brought before the House in reply to an 
address. No other instructions, private or 
public, had been furnished. 


Hon. Mr. DORION wished, before pro- 


ceeding to the Orders of the Day, to call 


attention to the state of the public mind, 
which had been disturbed for the last two 
days by reports of trouble in Manitoba. 
He thought it would be well for the Gov- 


ernment, if they had any information on 


the subject, to give it, andallay the anxiety 


caused by the news. 


Hon. Sir GEV. HK. CARTIER was glad 
‘that the question had been put. The last 
informatioa that Government had received 
from Manitoba was on the night of the 
14th. It was a telegram from Governor 
Archibald, informing the Government that 
the Writs and papers necessary for holding 
the elections had been found, and that a 
proclamation had been issued to hold the 
elections, but no information whatever had 
been received corroborating any of those 
newspaper reports (a laugh). The tele-. 
gram came from St. Cloud, and was dated 
March 14. The sensational news 
came from Chicago, and he noticed that 
further news from St. Paul, while it spoke 
of great excitement existing in Manitoba, 
did not confirm the first reports. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL was sure 
that the House would be pleased to re- 
ceive this information. Perhaps while the | 
Hon. Minister of Militia was in so good | 
humor for answering questions he would 
inform the House whether the proposed 
confirmation of the Manitoba Bill had 
made any progress. 


Aton. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was 
glad, too, that question had been asked. 
{Laughter.) The draft of the Bill had 
been approved by the Governor in Coun- 
cil, and had been transmitted under cover 
of a despatch from His Excellency to 


! _ England to be submitted to the Im- 
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perial Government. At some future 
time this matter could be discussed more 
fully. ‘The Government of the Dominion 
had asked the Imperial authorities to pass 
an act in confirmation of the wishes of this 
House as expressed last session. (Cries 
of ‘No, no,’’ from the Opposition.) 
Nothing ‘could be more certain than the 
passage of that Act. 


The subject was dropped. 


Mr.CAMERON (Huron) asked whether 
the Government had any information with 
regard to a statement made in a Montreal 
daily paper, to the effect that Lt.-Governor 
Archibald had issued a regimental order to 
the soldiers to salute the clergy. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said Mr. Ar- 
chibald was only a Civil Governor, and had 
no authority in military matters, the — 
troops in Manitoba being entirely under 
the command of Lieut.-Col, Jarvis. 

Mr. CAMERON then asked whether Mr. 
Archibald had induced the officer in com. 
mand of the troops to issue such an order. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was sure that 
Mr. Archibald knew his duty too well, to 
interfere in any way with what appertained 
solely to the officer in command of the 
troops. 


HARBOUR DUES AT TRENTON. 


Mr. BROWN moved the third reading of 
a Bill to authorise the village of Trenton 
to impose and collect harbour dues. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER asked the 
hon. gentleman to allow the Bill to stand 
over till Monday, as he would like to con- 
sider the matter. 

Third reading accordingly postponed. 


HARBOUR DUES AT OWEN SOUND. 


Mr. SNIDER moved the third reading 
of a Bill extending the provisions of the 
Act authorizing the imposition and collec- - 
tion of harbour dues at Owen Sound. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER asked that 
this Bill also might be postponed till Mon- 
day. 

Mr. SNIDER consented to the postpone- 
ment, but pointed out that two similar 
| Bills "had passed in the previous session 
when the Minister of Justice was in his 
place, and that there was no doubt that 
the House had power to deal with such 
questions. 

The third reading was accordingly post- 
poned., 


RAILWAY ACT. 


Mr. MACFARLANE (Perth) moved the 
second reading of a Bill to amend the 
Railway Act of 1868. He exp!ained that 
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as the law at present stood, Railway Com- 
panies were enabled to place on the backs 
of their Shipping Bills, conditions of a 
most unreasonable character, which, in 
point of fact exempted them from ail lia- 
bility from any damages, although such 
damages might be occasioned by the 
most gross negligence on the part of their 
servants. He desired therefore to amend 
the law, so that although the Companies 
might make their own conditions, those 
conditions should not be enforced unless 
just and reasonable, and he thought the 
Courts were the proper judges as to what 
was just and reasonable. He desired to 
extend his amendment to all Railways, 
including those already in operation. His 
Bill was merely a transcript of an Act 
already in force in England. No matter 
how gross the neglect or misconduct might 
be, the Companies relied on their condi- 
tions, and the Courts had to consider those 
conditions as forming a special contract, 
and exempting the Companies from all 
liability, but on more than one occasion, 
the judges had expressed their opinion 
that the law ought to be altered. He re- 
ferred tc one condition made by Railway 
Companies ; that no claims for damages 
would be entertained unless notice should 
be given within 24 hours, pointing out the 
impossibility of a compliance with this 
condition in very many cases. He thought 
at very necessary indeed that such condi- 
tions should not be allowed. 

Mr. R. A. HARRISON (Toronto West) 
was entirely in favour of the Bill. Some of 
the conditions imposed by Railway Compa. 
nies were simply monstrous. One condi- 
tion provided that the Company should 
not be liable for the negligence either 
civil or criminal of itself or its servants, 
and it was very fortunate that they did not 
provide that they should not be sued for 
anything whatever. This condition, though 
80 Outrageous, was insisted on, and as the 
law stood, the courts had to maintain it. 
The result was, the servants of the company 
were much less careful than they other. 
wise would be. It had been urged that 
the question was a mere matter of contract, 
and that if parties accepted the conditions 
they must be bound by them. But Rail. 
ways were not only common carriers, but 
had a monopoly of the carrying trade, es- 
pecially during the winter. All that was 
proposed was that the conditions 
should be reasonable. At present 
the conditions were so iniquitous, that 
ra were actually prejudiced against 

ilways whenever a case, came before 
them. The proposition was, that the 
Courts should decide as to whether the 
conditions were reasonable. The same 
difficulties that now existed in Canada, had 
been experienced in England some years 
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before, and a law had been passed to re- 
medy the evil. That law had worked 
satisfactorily and well, and the hon. mem- 
ber for Perth simply desired to enact a 
similar law in Canada. He very cordially 
supported the Bill. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON (Peel) pointed out. 
that there were before the House two. 
other Bills, also proposing to amend 
the Railway Act of 1868, and suggested 
that all these should be referred to a 
special committee. There was no doubt 
that very great difficulty had arisen from. 
the nature of the conditions drawn up by 
Railway Companies. This difficulty had 
been felt both in England and the United 
States, where legislation had been had to 
remedy the evil, and it was very desirable 
that action should be taken in Canada also. 


Hon. Sir GEO. EH. CARTIER thought it 
would be very desirable to consider the 
three Bills together, 
should be reterred not to any special com- 
mittee, but to the ordinary Railway Com- 
mittee, as the matter was a large one, 
affecting the whole Railway Legislation, 


with which the Railway Committee were: 


especially conversant. He would there- 
fore recommend that the three Bills should 
be read a second time and referred to the 
Railway Committee. t 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) thought, with- 
out any disrespect to the Railway Com- 


mittee, that a Special Committee would do: 


most justice to the matter. He was satis- 
fied that the law required to be amended ; 
as it now stood, he would defy anyone to 
sustain an action against a railway com- 
pany. He thought the whole railway leg- 
islation of the country required to be re- 
vised. 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON (Peel) said that 
the reason why he desired the matter 
referred to a Special Committee was, that 
he was anxious to be able to look after 
his own Bill. He thought, however, that 
the matter might be referred to a Special 
Committee in the first instance, and after- 
wards taken up by the Ordinary Commit- 
tee,—still if the Minister of Militia would 


say that the matter should be taken up at 


once, he would be satisfied. 


Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said there 


would be no difficulty in that respect, and 


as the recommendations of the Railway 


Committee always had great weight with 
the House, and were seldom questioned, 


he thought it very desirable that that 


Committee should deal with the matter. 
The rules of the House required that this. 
should be done. 


Mr KIRKPATRICK (Frontenac) said. 
he entirely agreed with the hon. member: 


for Peel, that the Bills should, in the first 


instance, be referred to a Special Commit- 


but thought they: 
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tee. The matter was of great importance. 


Judges had expressed their disap- 
probation of the present state of 
the law, and their opinion 


that the Legislature should amend it. 
it had been stated that the matter should 
not be interfered with, because it was a 
simple contract between two parties—but 
it must be remembered that ‘the House 
gave the Companies special privileges, and 
protected them from undue competition, 
and they should, at the same time, there- 
fore, protect the interests of the public, 
and prevent the Companies who monopo- 
lised the carrying trade from imposing 
unreasonable and unjust conditions. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought with the 
Hon. Minister of Militia, that the Railway 
Committee was the proper body to deal 
with the question—and further as that 
Committee included lawyers from all the 
Provinces, who could see how the propos- 
ed amendments would agree with the 
existing laws in their respective Provinces, 
it had a great advantage over the propos- 
ed Special Committee in which Ontario 
alone was to be represented. There was 
nothing to prevent the Committee from 
at once dealing with the matter. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON had no objection 
to the matter being left to the Ordinery 
Committee, provided it would undertake 
to deal with it. 


Mr. MACFARLANE’S Bill, Hon. Mr. 
CAMERON'S Bill, and Mr: KIRKPAT. 
RICK’S Bill were then read a second 
time and referred to the Railway Com- 
mittee. 


RIGHT OF APPEAL IN CRIMINAL CASES. 


Mr. R. A. HARRISON (Toronto West) 
moved the second reading of ** An Act 
toextend the 1ight of appeal in criminal 
cases.’ His object was to provide that 
there should be the same right of appeal 
for anew trial in criminal cases as there 
was in civil cases. At present a Judge 
could reserve a point of law for consider- 
ation in civil cases, but though there 
might be a mistaken verdict in criminal 
cases from a wrong interpretation of facts, 
or the discovery of new evidence,there was 
no power to grant a new trial. Of course,if 
a man, after being declared guilty, was 
found tc be innocent the Government 
could pardon him, but to _ pardon 
an innccent man was simply an insult. 
He ought to have the right to prove his 
innocence and be declared so. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E, CARTIUR hoped the 
motion would not be pressed. The Pre- 
mier did not approve of the Ontario appeal 
system, which, in the Bill for the consoli- 
dation of the criminal laws of the Pro- 
vinces, was not embodied. It had worked 
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ill; if a change of opinion in its favour 
took place, the present proposal could be 
re-introduced. 


Hon. Col. GRAY thought that, however 
plausible the present proposition might 
be, he doubted whether it would be bene- 
ficial to the criminal law or to the public, 
The actual point now to considered was, 
whether there should be a new trial on the 


question of the facts or on the question of 


the merits. By this Bill the accused would. 
lose some valuable advantages. Not only 
did the accused lose the advantage of the 
usual recommendation in his behalf, that 
he should receive the benefit of the doubt, 
but the public would suffer from a change 
that would be tantamount to a premium. 
to crime. The facility of obtaining a new 
trial would be of. this nature, especially in 
the case of ignorant and degraded charac- 
ters. The moment the accused was 
granted the privilege of obtaining a new 
trial, for reasons prescribed in the Bill, 
that moment he would lose several pre- 
cious advantages. No doubts would be 
given in his favour, and he could not after- 
wards have the benefit of witnesses. If 
these changes were adopted all the sources 
of information should be laid under ap- 
peal, even to the examination of the cri- 
minal himself. ‘Tillit should be shown the 
present law worked badly, the innovations 
now submitted ought not to be adopted. 
He thought so far no such pretension 
could be sustained.* 

Hon. J. H. CAMERON spoke against 
the bill, and contended it should not be 
urged forward at present in the absence 
of the Minister of Justice. He hoped that 
when he returned, and the matter was 
discussed in this House, various improve- 
ments would be presented, and that the 
same privileges possessed by parties in civil 
cases with regard to the vindication of their 
character and protectionjof other interests, 
would be extended to parties charged 
with crime. 

Mr. HARRISON replied to the argu- 
ments of the foregoing speakers, and con- 
cluded by expressing his willingness to. 
withdraw the Bill for the present. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved the 
second reading of Bill No. 12--An Act to 
amend an Act, passed in the 31st year of 
Her Majesty’s reign, and chapteéred sixty- 
six, respecting aliens and naturalization. 
He said it was advisable that a foreigner 
settling in this country, should be allowed 
the rights of citizenship with the least 
possible ceremony. The Legislatures of 
other countries had liberal laws with re- 
spect to naturalization. This measure 
now before the House proposed to confer 
the right of citizenship on all persons re- 
siding in the country previous to Confed.- 


= 


511 Routine 
eration, on taking the oath of allegiance. 
This would apply to a large number of 
persons in the county of Huron, at least, 
if not in other parts of the country. The 
present law was cumbrous and totally un- 
suited to the requirements of the country. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said while 
he approved of the Bill as a whole, it con- 
tained provisions which were objectionable. 
He would not, however, refer to them 
until the Bill was referred to Committee. 
When ia London, the Colonial Secretary 
referred to this subject, and said there 
would be no objection to endorsing any 
legislation on the part of the Dominion 
Parliament with regard to naturalization. 
But that care should be taken in dealing 
with foreigners who were connected with 
seafaring pursuits. It -was, therefore, 
necessary iu the enactment of naturaliza- 
tion laws to exercise great prudence, lest 
the Acts of this House should be disallow- 
ed. He would recommend that the Bill 
be referred to a special Committee with 
Mr. Young’s measure on the same subject. 
The two could be considered at the same 
time, and as Mr. Young was expected 
back in a few days, no great delay would 
result from the adoption of this suggestion. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said this pro- 
posal was evidently with the object of kil- 
ling the Bill altogether. He had no objac- 
tion to placing Mr. Young’s name on the 
Committee, but that gentleman was not 
here. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER denied any 
such intention as imputed. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON argued they ought 
to continue a previous® existing liberal 
policy for the encouragement of immigra- 
tion. He thought every encouragement 
should be given this Bill, the defects of 
which could be remedied in Committee 

‘The motion was carried, and the Bill was 
referred to a special committee. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. CAMERON moved that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved the second 
reading of a Bill respecting the naturali- 
zation of certain aliens, and that it be re- 
ferred to a Select Committee.—Carried. 


_ Mr. HARRISON moved the second read- 
ing of the Bill to extend the law as to the 
carrying of dangerous weapons. He ex- 
plained its object was to prevent che car 
rying of pistols, which constituted a great 
temptation to violence and a great damage 
to life-—Carried 

‘Mr. DREW, on the motion for the 
second reading of his Bill, ‘‘An Act re- 
specting County Court Judges in the 


Mr. Cameron. 
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Province of Ontario,’’ declaring their re- 
muneration for the discharge of Judicial 
duties, considered that County Court 
Judges were purely Judges, and that they 
should receive a fixed salary, and in no 
way depend on fees—and trusting the 
Government would consider the question, 
asked leave to withdraw his Bill. 


Mr. HARRISON thought that tne sala- 
ries of these Judges should be increased. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said the Govy- 
ernment could hardly expect to get any 
but fifth or sixth rate lawyers to act as 
judges at a salary of $2,000 a year. He 
trusted that Government would increase 
the salaries of these Judges. 


Mr. D. A. MACDONALD said. that 
while $1,600 for an Accountant's salary 
was considered a pretty high rate, mem- 
bers of the bar were always complaining 
of the low salaries paid to Judges, He 
supposed that it was because hon. mem- 
bers looked forward to obtaining posi- 
tions on the bench at some future day. 
(Hear, hear.) , 

The Bill was withdrawn. 


Mr. GODIN, in the absence of Mr, 
Savary, moved the second reading of Bill 
No. 20, to amend section 2 of the Insol-’ 
vent Act of 1869, and also the second 
reading of Bill No. 35, having a similar 
object. He proposed to refer the Bills to 
a Special Committee. 


Bill No. 20 had but one section, which 
was as follows :—‘‘ In cases of voluntary 
assignment, the meeting of the creditors 
to be called for the appointment of an 
Assignee, may be held at the place of 
business of the Insolvent as heretofore 
provided in and by said section, or at the 
office of the Interim Assignee, as the In- 
terim Assignee calling the same may deem 
most expedient in each case.” 

Bill No. 35 contained the following pro: 
visions :— 

I. In all cases in which, either un- 
der the fifth or under the twenty eighth 
section of the said Act, an Assignee to the 
estate of the Insolvent shall be appointed, _ 
the Interim Assignee shail not be compel- 
led to transfer the estate and effects of the 
Insolvent, nor to deliver over such estate 
to such Assignee, until all fees, expenses, 
and disbursements of the Interim Assignee 
or Guardian, as taxed by the Judge, Pro- 
thonotary, or Clerk of the Court, shall. 
have been paid to him, and the delay of 
twenty-four hours mentioned in the eighth 
section of the said Act shall not be held 
to commence until after such payment. 
and reimbursements shall have been 
made 

2. Alloaths to be administered under the 
said Act, for any other purpose whatsoever, 
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may be administered by the Prothonotary 
or Clerk of the Court in like manner as by 
the Judge. 

He desired to authorise the Interim As- 
signee to hold the estate until he had re- 
ceived payment of his fees, as taxed by 
the Judge of the Court. He did not desire 
to insist on the particular provisions of 
his Bill, but wished to have it referred to 
a Special Committee, so that in some way 
the difficulty the Interim Assignee exper- 
ienced in obtaining his fees, might be ob- 
viated. He also thought it advisable that 
either the Judge or the Clerk of the Court 
should have authority to administer the 
oaths. 

Mr. SCATCHERD submitted? that it 
would be avery great hardship to the cred- 
itors, if they were compelled to pay any 
fees the Interim Assignee might choose to 


demand before the handing over of the 


estate. The position of the Assignee was 
avery lucrative one, and much sought 
after, and he certainly thought the inter- 
ests of the creditors should be considered. 
' Mr. BARTHE thought the provisions of 
the Bill were very much wanted, for while 
the assignee had very important duties to 


_ ‘perform, he very often had great diffi. 
culty in obtaining payment of his charges. 


Hon, J. J. C. ABBOTT thought the 


opinions of the gentleman who had just 


spoken were entitled to great weight, but 
was very doubtfulas to the merits of the 
Bill. It proposed that the fees of the In- 
terim Assignee should be paid before he 
handed over the estate, but at that time 
there was no fund out of which those fees 
could be paid. The effect would be to 


. Offer a premium to the Interim Assignee to 


make out aslarge a bill as he possibly 
-could, in the hope that rather than wait 
for the estate,the creditors would raise the 
money to pay him. He thought any such 
provision would beavery grave misfortune 
as estates were already quite sufficiently 
depleted. He was in favour, however, of 
the most stringent possible mode of en- 
forcing the payment of the Interim Assig- 
nee, out of the first proceeds realised. 
The object of Bill No. 20 seemed to be, that 
the first meeting of creditors might be 
held in the office of the Interim Assignee. 
‘The point was not of very great impor- 
tance, but it should be remembered that 
on the passing of the Insolvent Act of 1869, 
it was considered of sufficient importance 
by the different Boards of Trade, to justify 
them in making a special representation, 
that it would be injurious to a proper 
choice of an official assignee to have the 
meeting held in the office of the Interim 
Assignee. He was, however, in favour of the 
Bills going before the Committee in order 


_ that they might be considered, and some- 


38 


~~ 
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thing done that would remove the evils 
now existing. 

Hon, Col. GRAY said, at a meeting of 
the St. John Chamber of Commerce re. 
cently, the opinion was expressed that the 
first clause of the Act should be extend- 
ed, to embrace all persons, traders or 
others whose debts were not outlawed by 
the statute of limitations. This was for 
the purpose of meeting the cases of per- 
sons who were not in business at the time 
of the passage of the Act, and who conse- 
quently could not take advantage of its 
provisions. The Chamber also recommend- 
ed thatthe meeting of creditors should be 
held at the office of the Interim Assignee, 
only in cases where the debtor had no 
place of business. He (Col, Gray) hoped 
the Special Committee would consider 
these suggestions when dealing with these 
bills. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that these re- 
solutions were adopted by the St. John 
Chamber of Commerce to meet special 
cases and serve private ends. 


The two Bills were read a second time 
and referred to a Special Committee. 


- Mr. HARRISON moved the second read- 
ing of the Bill (No. 29)—An Actt» remove 
doubts as to the liability to stamp duties 
of premium notes taken or held by 
Mutual Fire Insurance Companies. He 
said in making this motion he did so with 
the entire confidence of the Government, 
to whom he had submitted his measure. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for explana- 
tion from the Government with respect to 
this Bill. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said his attention had 
been called to this matter, and he was 
quite convinced of the necessity of the 
Bill in the public interest. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said this was a mea- 
sure of which the Government should 
take the entire responsibility. It related 
to the public revenue, and could not be 
proceeded with, unless the formal assent 
of the Crown should te first obtained. It 
affected the revenue derivable from 
stamps, and therefore came within the 
meaning of the 54th clause of the Union 
Act. 

Mr. HARRISON contended that as the 
Bill asked for no appropriation of the pub- 
lic money it did not come under the 
clause referred to. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was of 
opinion that the point of order was not 
well raised. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought he had 
taken his exception well. But whatever 
was true as to this matter, there was no 
doubt that the measure should have ori- 
ginated in Committee of the Whole. 
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Hon. Sir F. HINCKS stated in reply to 

some remarks of the member for Chateau- 

guay, that he had not been in order. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON replied, the hon. gen- 
tleman was frequently out of order, and 
consequently had often to withdraw mea- 
sures till another stage. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS repeated the 
hon, gentleman was not in order. 
Doubtless, he did understand such matters 
better than he (Sir F. Hincks). Thank 
God, he had not devoted his mind or his 
life to the notions of the hon. gentleman. 
He had not passed his time studying these 
trivial subjects. If he had applied his 
mind to them, he would have understvod 
them as well now as that hon. member. 
It was the only thing he devoted his mind 
to (cheers and laughter) 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON rose to a point of 
order. The hon. gentleman was not speak- 
ing to the point of order (renewed cheers 
and laughter). 


The SPEAKER said he did not conceive 
the fifty first section applied to the Bill 
before the House. The appropriations 
which required a message in the first ins- 
tance, in order to give this House power 
to deal with the subject, were related to a 
power to appropriate or spend money. The 
imposition of taxation was a power within 
the control of the House, which could 
impose it without a preliminary message, 
but it must inaugurate its measure by a 
Committee of the whole. 


After some further discussion, 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS stated a message was 
received from His Excellency authorising 
the consideration of this Bill. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought his views 
were in accordance with the practice of the 
House. He defended the usefulness of 
Parliamentary rules, and referred to the 
value of Parliamentary forms in the past 
as defences and safeguards of freedom. He 
had used these creations in the interest of 
the public, and as the natural and proper 
weapons of the Upposition confronted by 
a powerful Government, If they accepted 
the responsibility for this Bill, he would 
not insist on the point of order. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he was willing to 
take charge of the Bill with the consent 
ofthe member for West Toronto. 

The SPEAKER said the point of order 
should not be slurred over or disposed of 
by mutual concession. The question in. 
volved was one of importance. It would 
be necessary for the House to discharge 
the order, before the Minister of Inland 
Revenue could take it up. 


Mr. HARRISON then proceeded to 
speak upon the point of order as to 


Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 
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whether the Billimposed a tax. He quite 
admitted that any proposition to impose 
taxation should originate ina Committee of 
the Whole. ‘This Bill, however, did not 
make this proposal. The question was 
whether the Bill really did impose a new 
charge on the people. It did not; it al- 
lowed parties to impose duties on them- 
selves, but it did not in any shape or form 
provide that the promissory notes should 
be subject to double duty. In ordinary 
cases of imposition of duty, the duty was 


Act. 


compulsory, but where it was left to the 


discretion of the people to say whether or 
not, to gain a particular advantage, they 
would assume a burden, that burden was 
entirely optional. 

The SPEAKER said he considered that 
there was nothing optional in the case as 
regrds the past. 

Mr. HARRISON thought there was 
as much choice in the past as in the 
future. 
duty imposed by the Legislature, but the 
offer was given to the people, if they 
wished to make their notes valid, to do it 
on paying double duty. In the next 
place the matter could in no way be con- 
sidered an imposition of duty on the 
‘‘ neople,”’ because it only affected a cer- 
tain class of the people. He cited au- 
thorities in support of his views. 

Mr. MAGILL and Mr. MILLS spoke on 
the subject in opposition to the arguments 
of the mover of the Bill. 

Hon. Col. GRAY supported the hon. 
mover’s views, and he having replied, the 
point of order was taken into consideration. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
adjournment of the debate—Carried. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the reception 
of the report of Committee of the Whole on 
the following resolution :— 


1. That it is expedient to amend and 
consolidate the laws of the Dominion re. 
specting Weights and Measures, and to 
establish one uniform system thereof for 
all Canada, except only as to special meas- 
ures used for certain purposes in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec; and to provide for the 
inspection of Weights and Measures, with 
power to the Governor in Council to make 
a tariff of fees for such inspection sufficient 
re ied the expenses of carrying it into 
effect. 


The motion was carried, and a Bill 
founded on the resolutions read a first 
time. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the reception 
of the report of the Committee on the fol- 


| lowing resolution :— 


In neither case was the double: 
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That it is expedient to permit the use of 


the metric system of Weights and Meas- 
ures in the Dominion, in cases where the 


parties to any contract or agreement may 
wish to adopt that system. 

The motion was carried, and a Bill 
founded upon the resolution was read a 
first time, 


INSPECTION LAWS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
reseption of the report of the Committee 
of the Whole on the resolution declaring it 
expedient to amend and consolidate and 
to extend to the whole Dominion of Canada 
the laws respecting the inspection of cer- 
tain staple articles of Canadian produce. 


Motion carried and Bill introduced. 


On motion of Hon. Sir GEO. E. CAR. 
TIER the House adjourned at ten o’clock. 


THE SENATE. 


Frmay, Marca 17, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock, 


THE CURRENCY. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN (who was only imper- 
fectly heard) gave notice of certain en- 
quiries respecting the currency, and 
wished particularly to know if it was really 
the intention of the Government during 
the present session to carry the measure 
which they had introduced in the House 
of Commons. When the country saw a 
measure postponed day after day at the 
request of a small minority, it was time to 
ask the Government if they were sincere. 
It was only necessary to present a petition 
from some Halifax bankers to force the 
Government to hesitate on a matter of 
public policy on which they should by this 
time have made up their minds. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER did not wish to call 
the hon. member to order, but it was not 
fair of that hon. gentleman to take advan- 
tage of such an occasion to make’ reflec- 
tions upon Noya Scotia and her represen- 
tatives in that House, and elsewhere. No 
doubt the hon, gentleman felt the want 
this Session of that inspiration which he 
had formerly in the ‘presence of an hon. 
gentleman who was not now on those 
Benehes. Now that the Government had 
taken up the question of the currency he 
believed that the majority of the repre- 
sentatives from Nova Scotia—he could 
certainly speak for himself—were willing 
to submit to some temporary inconveni- 
ence in view of the general interests of the 
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Dominion. The hon. member desired to 
know who was to bear the expense incur- 
red on account of Nova Scotia notes hav- 
ing been accepted at St. John as legal 
tender for Customs duties. That arrange- 
ment was purely in the interests of 
the trade and commerce of St. John, and 
under those circumstances it was 
clearly the duty of the Government to 
charge the Province of New Brunswick 
with any loss that might have arisen. 
(Laughter.) Ifthe hon. member desired 
to discuss any Nova Scotia question with 
the members from that Province, he: 
should pursue the proper course, and they’. 
would gladly meet him. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT suggested if the hon. 
member should not add to his notice, some. 
reference to the cust of removing the silver 
nuisance. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN disclaimed any inten- 
tion of attacking Nova Scotia. It was 
known that she had already succeeded for- 
some time in deferring the measure of the: 
assimilation of the currency, and he wished 
now to find whether her representatives. 
were to be equally successful this session. 


Currency. 


MANITOBA. 

Hon. Mr. DICKSON enquired if the 
Government had received any corrobora- 
tion of the rumours respecting troubles: 
having broken out in the new Province ot” 
Manitoba, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—We have news: 


from Manitoba this morning, from Winni-. 


peg to the first and from St. Cloud to the 

16th instant, concerning the elections now 
in progress ; but not a word is said about- 

any disturbances having taken place at 

Winnipeg [cheers], 


MESSAGE. 


A message was received from the House: 
of Commons, informing the Senate that 
they had adopted amendments to census. 
Bill and passed an Act providing for the 
prevention of corrupt practices in relation 
to the collection of the revenue, The 
latter Bill ordered to be read a second. 
time on Monday next. 


The House then adjourned: 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friway, March 17th, 1871. 
The House met at three o’clock. 
A number of reports of Committees 
were presented. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


By Mr. KIRKPATRICK—To incorpo- 
rate the Kingston Board of Trade: 
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By Mr. CRAWFORD [Leeds]—To natu- 
ralise Polaski Clarke. 


By Mr. COLBY—For the repeal of the 
Insolvency laws. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved that on 
Tuesday next, the House be resolved into 
Committee of the Whole, to consider a re- 
solution declaring it expedient to authorise 
the Governor in Council to sell, on such 
terms as may seem fit, Oakville Harbour 
with the tolls and all the rights and privi- 
leges thereunto appertaining. He stated, 
in making this motion, that: he did so with 
the assent of His Excellency and in the 
public interest. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON stated it 
would be remembered that the 
Public Accounts Committee last | 


year, adopted a resolution, desiring the 
Government to take the earliest opportu- 
nity. of collecting the arrears due on this 
work, 
ernment had done in the matter. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the Govern- 
ment had considered the matter with the 
view of selling the harbour, which was the 
only way of recovering the arrears due. 
The charter was granted 43 or 44 years 


ago for the term of 50 years, at the end of | 


which time the harbour was to lapse to the 
Government. It was found on enquiry, it 
would be difficult to sell the rights in this 
harbour for the limited period of the deed 
or charter, without the power now asked 
for. The object of the Bill was to enable 
the Government to sell out their rights 
and give a good title at the end of the 50 
years. 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON asked was it intend- 
ed to remit any portion of the arrears, He 
believed the parties were able to pay up. 

Hon. Sir F. HINUKS—No; the object 
was only to give the purchaser a good 
title. 

Mr. WHYTE was glad that the Govern- 
ment had taken this course, as the harbour 
of Oakville had fallen out of repair. He 
trusted the Government would be induced 
not to levy any longer the excessive tolls 
which had been collected from that 
work. 

Mr. D. A. MACDONALD hoped the 
Government would have nothing to do 
with the work. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said that he 
understood that by the Confederation Act, 
only those harbours which were public 
works and belonged to the Province before 
Confederation, became the property of the 
Dominion. The Government had of course 
power to construct harbours wherever they 
thought such works were required, but he 
did not understand that they were requir- 
ed to repair private harbours. 


Mr Crawford. 
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He wouid like to know what Gov- : 
| held on the 28th February, during a snow 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS repeated 
his explanations respecting the motion 
before the House. 

The motion after some further conversa- 
tion was carried, 


Business. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House, on Tuesday next, resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole to consider a 
resolution declaring it expedient to amend 
the Act respecting Insurance Companies. 
He said the assent of the Governor Gene- 
ral had been secured.—Carried. 


NORTH WEST. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE sad the Government 
had received a telegram, dated St Cloud, 
yesterday, which contained information 
from Winnipeg up to lst March. The no- 
minations for the House of Commons were 


storm. They passed off quietiy. The 
elections were to come off on the drd of 
March. The Local House was to meet on 
the 15th March. They had no intimation of 
any insurrection having taken place, or any 
unusual excitement. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


Hon. Sir KF. HINCKS moved the recep- 
tion of the report of the Committee of 
supply. 

A number of the items under the head 
Administration of Justice having passed, 


Hon. Mr HOLTON said when the House 
was in Committee of supply, some discus- 
sion arose on the item respecting the per- 
son charged with the murder of the late 
Hon. T. D. McGee, He (Mr. Holton) did 


| not propo e renewing the discussion on 


that item in any respect, but he took this 
occasion of inquiring of the Government, 
whether any thing had been done by them 
to keep faith with those parties who were 
stimulated by the offer of a reward from 
the Government, to ferret out and arrest 
the perpetrator or perpetrators of that 
horrible deed, He did not find in the Pub- 
lic Accounts any statement of any pay- 
ment whatever of tse reward offered 
by the Government Perhaps the Gov- 
ernment would be prepared to say 
whether any payment hid been made, or 
whether any claim now pending was well 
founded. 


Hon. SirG. E. CART‘ER said he under- 
stood that the Government had kept faith 
in the matter, but he would make further 
enquiries cuncerning it. 

In answer to Mr. CURRIER, 

Hon. Sir GEV. E. CARTIER said there 


ysl 


Uniform 


were several claims before the Minister of 
Justice. 

After some further discussion the sub- 
ject was dropped, and the resolution was 
concurred in down to, and including, the 
item for the River Police of Quebec. 


RETURN OF INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS submitted 
a return of the Companies that have made 
deposits. Forty-two complied, and five 
did not. 


UNIFORM CURRENCY. 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS HIN6KS 
the House went into Committee on the Act 
to establish one uniform currency for the 
Dominion. 

Mr. McDONALD, of Lunenburg, re- 
verted to the views he had expressed on this 
subject, on a previous day, when the reso- 
lutions on which the billis founded were be- 
fore the House, observing he had acknow- 
ledged that on two successive occasions the 
Government had given way on this matter 
at the request of the representatives of 


Nova Scotia; and at the session of 1870, at 


an interview of the majority of them with 
the Finance Minister, an understanding 
was had that if, by the present session, 
there appeared to be no reasonable pros- 
pect of the realization of the international 


coinage project, they would not 
offer further resistance to the 
proposed assimilation, recognizing 


the fact that it must take place sooner or 
later. He also took the ground when 
speaking formerly on the subject; that 
while the representatives of Nova Scotia 
were consenting parties to the assimilation 
he thought it was but reasonable on their 
part to ask that the time selected therefor 
would be one as little imconvenient as 
possible for that Province. He felt that, 
so far as it concerned Ontario and Quebec, 
it was not a matter of serious importance. 
The matter, in its business aspect, was one 
chiefly between New Brunswick and Nova. 
Scotia, at least the greater portion of the 
latter. Several of the counties of that 
Province were largely in favour of an assi- 
milation; stil as it would injuriously 
affect the city of Halifax and all the 
eastern part of Nova Scotia, forming 
by far the larger portion of the Prov- 
ince, he thought the House might in all 
fairness considerifit would not be well that 
the cuange should be made in such a way 
and at such a time as to affect iv as little 
injuriously as possible. The people of 
Ontario and Quebec had got rid of their 
silver nuisance, for which they could not be 
too grateful to the Finance Minister; and 
the explanations that honorable gentle- 
man made, in bringing down those reso- 
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lutions, showed that everything the Gov- 
ernment could do would be done to prevent — 
a similar difficulty overtaking Nova Ncotia. 
But there were certain elements in the 
business condition of that Province which 
did not exist in these upper Provinces, 
and that would make it practically impos- 
sible for any Finance Minister, no matter 
how skilful, to prevent those British 
coins, which, under the operations of this 
Act, would be practically a depreciated 
currency, from getting into circula- 
tion in Nova Scotia. Several of 
their eastern counties dealt largely with 
Newfoundland, this export trade being to 
a great extent carried on by individual 
farmers, who placed their separate ven- 
tures of stock or dairy produce on 
board small vessels, the captains of 
which acted as their azents and brought 
back in payment, not bills of ex- 
change, but British coin. In this way, 
no matter what legislation might be 
adopted, and no matter how thoroughly 
the banks and merchants of Nova Scotia 
might be supplied with Dominion coinage, 
in this way, from time to time, large quan- 
tities of British gold and silver would enter 
the eastern counties, and form a practical 
inconvenience very difficult to get rid of. 
Again, the city and port of Halifax now 
formed the principal naval and military 
station of Britain on this side the Atlantic. 
The soldiers and sailors were paid in British 
coin, which it would be impossible to keep 
out of circulation. Thus Nova Scotia, un- 
like the other Provinces, would have a 
silver nuisance. nother consideration he 
mentioned a few Gays ago ought to have 
some weight. The Nova Scotia contracts 
for the Intercolonial Railway embraced a 
large amount of money, and the difference 
in the currencies when the contracts were 
taken, left a margin in favour of the con- 
tractors upon which they had counted. 
The amount was about one million dollars, 
the two and a half per cent upon which 
reached $25,000, a pretty serious 
item to be. deducted from _ their 
protits. Paid in Dominion currency 
themselves, the contractors paid their 
workmen in Nova Scotia currency, but 
would hereafter have $1 instead of 97 
cents to pay, He believed these contractors 
would have a fair, equitable claim upon 
the Government for compensation for the 
losses they would suffer from the operation 
of this bill. If the House would consent 
to his amendment postponing the pro- 
posed changes a few months, the Govern- 
ment would be to a large extent relieved 
of that difficulty, because in that time one 
and possibly two of these contracts would 
be finished. He was aware of the 
difficulty experienced by the St. John 
merchants through this depreciated cur- 
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reney. But he put it to the mem. 


bers: from that Province’ whether it 


was fair to ask Nova Scotia to surrender 
everything and they nothing. Admitting 
an assimilation ought to take’place, should 
Nova Scotia have no say as to when it should 
come into effect? The delay he proposed 
could not be aserious matter to any busi- 
ness. interests of New Brunswick—its re- 


fusal might be to the business interests: 


of Nova Scotia. The interests of the two 
Provinces were in the main’ identical, al- 
though there might be some slight: differ- 
ence on the point now under discussion ; 
and in the interests of the two Provinces; 
and for the promotion of the good will 
and community of feeling without which 
their best interests could not be advanced, 
he asked the representatives of New Bruns: 
wick to meet their friends of Nova Scotia 
half way in this curreney matter, and 
grant the brief delay asked for, since the 
latter were conceding the principle of the 
measure which the former had so strongly 
urged. He would) move in amend- 
ment, that the first clause of the Bill be 
amended by substituting the word Jan- 
uary for July, ana omitting the word 
‘‘ present’ in the first line, and substitut- 
ing the figures 
second clause, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON very cordially sup- 
ported the motion of the member for Lun- 
enburg. The representatives of Nova Scotia 
essented to the main principle of the Bill, 
and he trusted the Government would 
yield to them when they made a. reason- 
able request that the change might take 
place at a time which would be most con- 
venient. 


Mr. k.. A. HARRISON alao hoped that 
the.Government would accede to the pro- 
position. As Nova. Scotia was to exper- 
lence the inconvenience of the change, he 
thought that inconvenience should be 
made as. slight as possible. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the Govern- 
ment had very fully considered the whole 
matter but could not accede to the pro- 
position for postponement. The matter 
was not one that affected Nova Scotia 
alone, but New Brunswick also was very 
deeply interested, and there was just as 
much feeling in. one Province asin the 
other. The change had already been post- 


poned against the strong representations | 


and remonstrances of New Brunswick. 
The tume when the Bill should come into 
Operation was very fully considered, and 
it was decided that the Ist July was the 
most appropriate time. The Government 
could not, therefore, accede to the pro- 
posed amendment. 

Mr. CURRIER (Ottawa) referred. to the 
change from pounds shillings and pence 


Mr. McDonald. 


1872 for 1871 in the 
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to dollars and cents, which had caused but 
little inconvenience, and he could not 
think that the people of Nova Scotia would 
suffer much more inconvenience from 
the proposed change than those of Canada 
had from that’ referred to. 

Mr. CHIPMAN dissented from the as- 
sertion that the N. S. members were 
unanimous in admitting the necessity for 
the proposed change. He thought. the 
people of Nova Scotia were likely to be the 
best judges of the inconvenience they 
would experience. Their opinion on the 
subject had been: expressed in several 
ways that could not fail to arrest the at- 
tention of the House. The Legislature of 
the Province had almost unanimously ex- 
pressed an opinion hostile to the change; 
and we know from the doctrine laid down 
by the hon. gentlemen opposite, and con- 
firmed by the British Government, that 
there is no other way in which the public 
opinion of a country can be constitutionally 
ascertained. Besides that, we have the 
opinions of the Chamber of Commerce 
and of the merchants and bankers of Hali- 
fax, and, last of all, the almost unanimous 
opinion of the representatives of the Pro- 
vince in this House. He thought that 
in response to a request so general 
the Government might well yield a 
simple matter of detail such as that ask- 
ed, and he was convinced that their re- 
fusal would cause very great dissatisfaction, 


and he felt bound to enter his protest 


against their action. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON did not see that 
the gentlemen from Nova Scotia had any 
cause for complaint, and they were certain- 
ly not unanimous in desiring the _post- 
ponement of the operation of the Bill. 

Mr. CHIPMAN remarked that 
members from other Provinces were always 
allowed to make their complaints, which, 


were received with consideration, whereas. 


when a representative of Nova Scotia got 
up he was always taunted with bringing 
up a grievance. 

Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry) would sup- 
port the amendment, as it would perhaps 
remove the last Nova Scotia ‘ grievance.” 

Mr. ROSS (Victoria) thought the request 
for postponement very reasonable, and 
that there ought to be no hesitation in ac- 
ceding to it. 


Mr. COFFIN was also in favour of the 


postponement. 

Mr. OLIVER thought the request of the 
people of Nova Scotia just and reasonable, 
as the inconvenience ought to be made as 
slight as possible. Referring to the re. 
moval of the silver nuisance, he could not 
agree that the Government were entitled 
to much credit on that account, as after 
allowing the nuisance to exist for years, 
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they had‘only made’ an effort’ to remove it 
when forced to do so by the pressure | 


Uniform 


brought upon'them by the House. 


Mr. SAVARY denied that the 
people of Nova Scotia were unanimous in 
desiring a postporement. He had con- 
sulted with his constituents, and was 
quite prepared to support the Government 
—and he did not think he stood alone 
The member for King’s had complained 
that the Local Legislature was ignored. 
He, however, was not prepared to be 
unduly influenced by the representations 
of that Legislature, for: he thought that. 
neither Legislature had the right to dic- 
tate to the other. He considered that the 
Act should come into operation at the 
earliest date possible—and the commence- 
ment of the financial year of the Domini- 
on was certainly the most appropriate 
time,—and he thought that if the first’ of 
July was adhered to, the people would 
beeome 80 well accustomed to the change 
that they would on the first of January be 
able to-open them books without trouble, 


_ and the assimilation would very soon be 


regarded as a great benefit. 

In reply to Mr. SAVARY Mr. CHIPMAN 
said. that either Mr. Savary or Mi. Vail, 
his.colleague in the Local Legislature at 
Halitax, was misrepresenting the constitu- 
ency.of Digby in this matter for their con- 
duct was diametrically opposite, or lees 
the constituents were divided in opinion 
and each representative gave expression 
to the views of his friends. There at least 
could be no doubt that Mr. Vail stood very 
high in the estimation of the people of 
his county. Mr. S. says he has consulted 
his constituents. He (Mr. .) had also 
consulted his. Referring to a letter from 
a gentleman at Wolfville, quoted in a for- 
mer debate by the President of the Council, 
he remarked that he' had the very highest 
respect for the gentleman who wrote that 
letter, and that in mcst matters his opin- 
ions were entitled to very great considera- 
tion. But in this instance he believed the 
opinions of that gentleman were not the 
Opinions of a majority of the intelligent 
people of King’s County, and since it 
seemed to be the custom to read letters 
as indicating popular opinion, he begged 
leave. also to refer toa letter he had re- 
ceived from his county, which says .— 
‘Both parties in this county are very much 
opposed to the change being made, and 
the more strongly it is opposed the better 
if the change is inevitable, the Ist of 
January is the most suitable time for it to 
come into operation.” That letter was 
written by Mr. Harris, a gentleman of 
commanding influence in the county. a Con- 
federate, and who. was also a candidate in 


_ the interest of that party at the last elec- 


tion, He again urged upon the Govern- 
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ment the propriety of granting the very 
moderate concession asked for. 

_Mr. DUFRESNE thought the member 
for King’s was scarcely justitied in com- 
plaining that the grievances of Nova Scotia 
did not receive equal consideration with 
those of other Provinces, and referred to 
the time of Confederation, when every 
justice had been done to Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought the 
member for King’s had not done the Gov- 
er: ment justice, in complaining that it had 
no consideration for the opinions of the 
members from Nova Scotia, as it had given 
the utmost consideration possible to those 
opinions, but they had to look at the ques 
tion ina géneral point of view, and not 
from a Nova Scotia standpoint only. As 
to the time, he could not but think that 
the inconvenience had been greatly exag- 
gerated. All difficulty might have been 
entirely removed, if the Banking interest of 
Halifax and Nova Scotia generally had co- 
operated with the Government. He had 
proposed to them during the last Session, 
that they should agree to redeem their 
notes in the city of St. John, and had of- 
fered to make special deposits with them 
to enable them to do so without aifficulty, 
but they refused. He desired to impress 
on the representatives from Nova Scotia 
that the Government had given their most 
earnest attention to the matter, and had 
not been able to see that Nova Scotia 
would suffer any very great inconvenience 
—of course there must necessarily be some 
inconvenience, but it would be very slight 
and temprary. 

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that he should 
move to insert a clause as a proviso to the 
8th section‘to provide ; that for and during 
the period of six months after the opera- 
tion of the Act, the Dominion Government 
should be bound to redeem all the silver 
coin in Nova Scotia on the basis of its pre- 
sent value in that Province. He pointed 
out that 24c to the shilling was not quite 
equivalent to $4 86% to the sovereign, and 
as the Dominion Government had incurred 
so much expense in removing the ‘ Silver 
Nuisance’ from Ontario and Quebec, he 
thought they should bear the loss, if any, 
in the case of Nova Scotia. 

Hon. JOS. HOWE said that when Nova 
Scotia had a grievance to complain of 
there was not a man in the House more 
willing to see it removed than himself ; 
[hear, hear,] but he oljected to having 
the name of the Province bandied about 
in this Legislature as eternally complain- 
ing of something. He narrated at some 
length the history of the Province of Nova 
Seotia. The currency of his «’rovince was 
not the currency of any other country in 
d4he world. While it was admirably suited 
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for a small community, it did not serve for 
grade with other communities. Now it 
was proposed to give to Nova Scotia the 
currcney uf the continent, and the boon 
would be appreciated by the people of 
that Province after giving the new sys- 
tem a fair trial, He denied that any loss 
would result from the change, for mer- 
chants would have plenty of time to pre- 
pare for it: 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS , promised that the 
suggestion of the hon. member for Halifax 
should receive consideration at the hands 
of the Government, 


The remaining clauses of the Bill were | 
carried, and the Committee 1ose and re- 
ported: 

Mr. JONES [Halifax] moved that the | 
Rill be referred back to Committee of the- 
Whole for the purpose of amending the 
tirst clause of the Bill by inserting the 
tollowing words : ‘That the Act shall not 
take effect until the lst January, 1872.” | 

The House divided on the amendment, | 
which was lost—Yeuas 27, nays 90. 

Yras.—Messrs, Cartwright, Cheval, Chip- 
man, Coffin, Delorme, Dorion, Yorbes, | 
Fournier, Galt [sir Alexander T.], Geoffr1. 
on, Godin, Harrison, Holton, Joly, Jones 
[Halifax], Killam, Kirkpatrick, McDonild 
(Gleng:ry], McDonild [Lunenburg], Mills, 
Vliver, Pearson, Pevletier, Koss [Victoria, 
N. 8], Senecal, Smith, Tremblay.— 27. 

Nays.—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archam- 
beiult, Ault, Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, 
Kechard, Bellerose, Bertrand, Blanchet, | 
Bolton, Bourassa, B wa, Brousseau, Brown, | 
Burpee, Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Caron, ! 
Cartier (Sir George E), Cimon, Colby, | 
Costigan, Coupal, Crawford (Brockville), | 
Crawford (Leeds), Currier, Daoust, 
Dufresne, Dunkw, Ferris, Fortin, Gaucher, 
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| Ocean 
| service, 


Drew, | 


Gaudet, Gendron, Grant, Grover, Hincks 
(Sir Francis), Howe, Jackson, Keeler, 
Kempt, lLacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 


Lapum, Little, Masson (soulanges), Mc- | 
| regular. 
| up to time. 


Dougall (Lanark), McDougall (Three 
Rivers), McGreevy, McKeagney, McMillan, 
MeMonies, Merritt, Moffat, Morris, Morri- 
son (Victoria, O.), Mornson (Niagara), 
Paquet, Perry, Pickard, Pinsonneault, 
Pope, Pozer, Renaud. Robitaille, Ross 
(Champlain), Ryan (King’s, N. B.), Savary, 
Scatcuerd,Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Street, 
Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand), Thomp- 
sun (Ontario), ‘iilley, Tourangeau, upper. 
Wallace, Walsh, Webb, Whitehead, 
Willson, Workman, Wright (Ottawa 
County )— 90. 

The report was received. 

A message from 


reid, recommending to the favourable con- | 


siieration of the House, a series of 
4 ’ 7 - - - 
solutions respecting the admission of 


Hon. Mr. Howe 


§ 28 


British Columbia into the Union of ‘Ca- 
nada. 


Currency. 


AFTER RECEBS. 


Mr. WORKMAN introduced a Bill to 
incorporate the Montreal Insurance Com- 
pany of Canada. 

A return of the monies received on ac- 
count of private bills was laid on the 
table. 


SUL Lok. 


The House went mto Committee of Sup- 
ply, Mr STRERT in the chair. 

The following items passed through 
Committee :—Legislation, Miscellaneous 
$57,000 ; Geological Survey and obser- 
vitories, $46,700; Marine Hospitals, 
€39.000; Pensions, $53 533. 

In response to the wishes of the Opposi- 
tion, the estimates for Pul.lic Works and 
Buildings, chargeable to capital, were left 
over for the present. 

On item 12, being a vote of $145,441 for 
and River Steam and Packet 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON objected to the cost 
of repairs and mtintenance of the steamers 
Napoleon III and Lady Head and Druid 
($62,500) during the fiscal year. He 
thought that Dominion steamers were 
pretty costly. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said an effort had 
been mide to sell the Druid, but it had 
failed. It was thought better to keep the 
vessel than to sell it at a very low cost. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought that it was 
unwise to maintain these vessels. 

After some further discussion the item 
Was carried, 

On the item of $39,541.00 subsidy, pay- 


| able to the Inman Line between Halifax 


and Cork, 


Mr. WORKMAN complaimed that the 
trips of the Inman Steamers had been _ ir- 
The boats had not always been 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER replied that the 
{Inman Line had done the service agreed 
upon quite up to the terms of the contract. 
True, the work was not as well done as by 
the Cunard Steamers ; but the latter Com- 
pany had refused to work any longer, and_ 
it was necessary to contract with the In- 
man Company. 

Mr. JONES, of Halifax, said doubtless 
they hid accomplished all they undertook, 
but it was desirable to have the service 


His Excellency was ! 


better done. Superior vessels and more 
satisfactory time were needed. 


ion. Dr. TUPPER stated that the Goy- 
ernment would neglect no means of im- 
proving the service. They were seeking 
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tenders from the Allan, Cunard, Anchor 
‘and Inman Lines at present, and would 


make the best arrangement possible. 

The item was carried. 
oe On the item of $15,000 for steam com- 
munication between Quebec and the Mari- 
time Provinces, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTO XN said he would not 
object to the item this year, but he hoped 
that Government would consider the ne- 
cessity of leaving these matters to the op- 
eration of the natural laws of trade. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPE®& said there was no 
doubt that it was preferable that a service 
like this should be performed by contract, 
but formerly the ‘‘ Napoleon” and ‘ Lady 
Head” were employed in this particular 
service. They required no subsidy, for 
they were owned by the Government, but 
when this service came to be performed 
otherwise, a subsidy was granted. He be- 
lieved no hon. member would underrate 
the importance of this service, until the 
completion of the Intercolonial Railway 
would give the easiest and most perfect 
communication with the Maritime Prov- 
ince that could be obtained. The very mo- 
ment that the service could be made self- 
sustaining, the Government would with- 
draw the subsidy. 

Mr. JOLY hoped that Government would 
not pledge themselves to withdraw the 
subsidy from this line, until it became 
clear that it could be done without injury 
to the service. é 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said that when 
this subsidy was granted, it was supposed 
that in a year or two, when the trade be- 
tween Quebec anil the Lower Provinces 
should be developed. that capitalists would 
tind that source enough to keep up the line. 
Put. it seemed that notwithstanding the 
expected increase of trade, it had not be- 
come sufficiently great to sustain this line 
of steamers. He assumed this was the 
conclusion to which the Government had 
come. Ifit were true that so little trade 
passed along that line, under all these cir- 
cumstances no large amount of traflic 
could be looked for to pass over the Inter- 
colonial Railway line when finished. He 
joined in the hope that the Government 
would take steps to notify the owners of 
these lines that the subsidy -would be 
abolished next year. 

In reply to Mr. D. A_ MACDONALD, 
Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the con- 
tract was for three years, and would expire 
this year. Next year, if possible, Govern- 


- ment would withdraw the subsidy. 


Mr. WORKMAN said a commercial line | 
a | in Nova Scotia ran to the north, but on 


at present carried on a good business be- 
tween Montreal and the Toronto ports. 
The traffic had quadrupled in four years. 
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He did not, therefore, see why the service 
should cost so much, and hoped, when the 
present contract expired, an important 
retrenchment would be made. There 
should be no need of subsidies. 


Mr. D. A. MACDONALD said the steam- 
ers had to refuse freight at Quebec last 
summer. 


On the item of $3,000 for steam commu- 
nication between Prince Edward Island 
and the ports of the Dominion, 


Hon, Mr. HOLTON asked information. 
He saw no necessity for this item, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said this expendi- 
ture was the result of an unexpired agree- 
ment between Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, and the increased outlay 
was occasioned by an extension of the ser- 
vice. The money was beneficially spent. 


After some humorous conversation, the 
item was carried. 


On the item of steam communication 
between Halifax and St. Sohn via Yar- 
mouth $10,000, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for 
explanations. He could not see 
on what ground the item was to be 
defended, unless the Government under- 
took to do the carrying and commercial 
business of all the different little ports of 
the Dominion, 


Hon, Dr. TUPPER said that the service 
was considered so important in Nova Sco- 
tia, that its Government before the Union 
votcd this $10,000 to carry it on. The 
trade was most important and beneficial 
to the interests of the country generally. 
This item was voted before, but last year 
it was not possible to get the service per- 
formed, 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL asked what 
service it was for. He did not believe it 
came within the scope of the Government's 
functions. This practice might be extend- 
ed and abused to an extent quite demora- 
lizing and hurtful to the interests of the 
Dominion. He feared this vote would 
establish a bad precedent, 

Mr, JONES (Halifax) defended the item 
onthe ground of past Canadian practice 
and the usefulness of this coast service in 
developing the trade of the Western coast 
of Nova Scotia with New Brunswick. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON contended the estab- 
lishment of a steam line between Halifax 
and the Bay of Fundy, was a simple oper- 
ation and within the scope of legitimate 
commercial enterprise, with which Govern- 
ment had nothing to do, 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said all the railways 


Supplies. 


the south an important fishing interest had 
sprung up, which it was very important 
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should be connected with the railway com- 
munication, and that was the object of the 
steam service. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the object was 
to connect the two Provinces, not one part 
of a Province with another. The railway 
did not meet the case. As increasing 
trade was arising, the arrangement would 
be very advantageous. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that. nothing 


which was fairly in the compass of private 


enterprise should be taken up by the 
Government. 
Hon, Mr. TILLEY mentioned other 


cases in which the principle of helping 
such a line of steamers had been recog: 
nised by Parliament. A former appro- 
priation had now been exhausted, and a 
new one was needed. The-object was in 
no way. a sectional, matter. 

Mr. MAGILL considered the matter sec- 
tional and was opposed to the vote. 


Hon. SirGHO. E. CARTIER said the 
matter could certainly not be considered 
out of the province of the Dominion Gov- 
ernment, as it was a steam service connec- 
ting two Provinces, and the fact that the 
vessels stopped at intermediate ports in 
no way altered the case. The hon. mem- 
ber for Chateauguay had objected that the 
service was sectional, but such was not the 
case. 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON had argued not that 
the vote was sectional, but was unsound 
in interfering with matters of Trade. 

Mr. BOLTON asked whether the steamer 
would run from Halifax to St. John. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER suid the same steam- 
er might not run, but the service was the 
same. 

Mr. BOLTON said if the steamer 
was merely to run to Yarmouth, there to 
connect with some other line, it was clearly 
@ local service. 

Mr. KILLAM maintained that to with- 
draw the grant would be a great injustice 
and that the matter could in no way be 
considered local, ‘he steamers took 
large amounts of produce from Upper 
Canada, and the line could not be run 
without a subsidy at present. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) thought 
they might just as well subsidize a line of 
steamers from Montreal to Kingston. 

Mr. BOLTON objected to the 
principle of the grant, as under it any 
number of lines might be subsidized. 


_ Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL thought that 
in every expenditure, the necessity ought 
to be shewn, which certainly had not been 
shown in this case. 

The item was thea passed. 


Hon. Mr. Howe. 
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The item of’ $2,000 for communication 
from St. John to ports in Basin of Minas— 
Passed. 

On the item of $12,000: for: Tug service 
between Montreal and Kingston, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON had. opposed, the 
grant from its commencement, and 
did.so still, He considered it rather an 
impediment, than an encouragement to 
trade, as it) prevented competition. He 
hoped the Government would discontinue 
the service. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN. said the grant 
had commenced in 1849, but in one year 
it was discontinued, and the result was 
that the service was very badly performed, 
so much so that the grant was subsequently 
renewed, and had been continued eyer 
since. The Government proposed to con- 
tinue it another year, and at another 


Supplies. 


| session, after receiving the report of the 


Canal Commission, they could say whether 
the service could be. performed without. 
the subsidy. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
Company were bound to any fixed 
rates. ; 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN 
affirmative. 

Mr. WORKMAN thought the vote 
should not be rescinded. 

Hon. Mr, HOLTON thought that private 


replied in the 


competition would supply everything 
wanted: 

After some further discussion the item 
passed. 


Mr. JONES | Halifax]referred to a pen- 
sion granted to Mr. Duckett, which had 
been founded on his retiring allowance 
and not on his former salary, 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY explained that Mr- 
Duckett was one of two, who had been 
found doing nothing at all, and who had 
been superannuated, but they could only 
be allowed the amount authorised by 
law, based on the salary for three years 
previous. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER also explained the 
case, admitting the equity of the case and 
promising re-consideration. 

On the item of $2400 for the Quebec 
Observatory, 


Mr. MiLLS had expected that some 
particulars of the work done, by the 
Observatories would have been supplied 
before another vote was asked. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER explained that the 
Quebec Observatory was in charge of the 
Marine and Fisheries, and the report of 
Commander Ashe would be found in the 
statement of that department. 

Item passed. 


0383 The 
On the.item of $4800 ‘or Toronto Obser 


_vatory, 


Mr. WORKMAN asked why the Obser- 


vatory at'Toronto got double the amount 


assigned to that of Quebec. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE explained that the 
ultimate design of the Observatories was 
to ascertain when storms might be expect 
ed, so as‘to warn those on the coasts, the 
observatory at Toronto being more exten- 
sive than that at Quebec. 

Item of $500 for Kingston Observatory 

-Passed. 

Item of $500 for Montreal Observatory 
— Passed, 

Item of $1500 for Halifax Observatory 
— Passed. 

Item of $1000 for New Brunswick Ob- 
servatory, after some conversation.— 
Passed. 

_ Item of $1000 for repairs at Quebec.— 
Passed, 

Item of $5000 for Meteorological Obser- 

vatories, including instruments.—Passed. 


ltem of $30,000 for Geological survey.— 
Passed. 

The item of $3890 for salaries and con- 
tingent expenses of Statistical office, Hali- 


_ fax, after some conversation.— Passed. 


a 


Item of $1880 for salaries of 316 Deputy 
Registrars, Nova Scotia, and allowance for 
getting Marriage Returns—after its 
being questioned whether the expense 
should not be borne by the Local 
Government.— Passed. 

Item of $360,000 for tiking the Census, 

In reply to Hon. Mr. Holton, Hon. Mr. 
DUNKIN said that the amount voted last 
year in addition to that now asked for 
would be expended. 

Item carried. 

Item of $18,212 for immigration agents 
and employees, 

Mr, JONES (Halifax) characterised the 
salary of the agent at Halifax as a waste of 
public money. 

Hon, Dr, TUPPER defended the 
appointment, denyimg the hon, member's 
statement as to Mr, Clay being unknown 
at Halifax, 
view of the steamers filled with emigrants 
touching at that port, were not unimpor- 
tant, and it would be a mean and ill-judg.- 


ed omission to leave the great maritime | 


port of Nova Scotia without an officer of 
this kind, He condemned the spirit and 
notions at the bottom of this objection, 
Mr, JONES disclaimed the notion of 
any personal hostility in this matter, 
maintaining his remarks were suggested 
by public considerations, ; 
After some further discussion, during 
which Mr. D. Macdonald condemned the 
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The duties of that officer, in | 
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| appointment. and Mr. Macdonald, of Lun 
enburg, defended it, 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said they must have 
an agent at Halifax to do duty in connec- 
tion with emigrants, and to avoid the sus- 
picion of doing anything or leaving any- 
thing undone calculated to draw emigrants 
away from that port. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. DORION, 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN stated, in 1867, 781 
emigrants landed at Halifax; in 1868, 
366; in 1869. 448; in 1870, 437 

Item carried. 

Item of $2.600 for Medical inspection, 
Port of Quebec—Carried. 

$12,000 for Quarantine at Gross Isle— 
Passed. 

#3,900 for Quarantine at St. John, N.B. 
—Passed. 

$4,460 for Quarantine 
Passed. 

$14,000 for Travelling expenses and con- 
tingencies in Europe and Canada—Passed, 

£45,000 to meet possible expens? of 
immigration. 

Mr. WORKMAN said he thought the 
sum expended by St. George's Society, of 
Montreal, for feeding and clothing English 
immigrants last summer, should have been 
included in the estimates. . 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said if the Govern- 
ment undertook such responsibilities it 
would have to meet scores of such claims 
from all parts of the country. The Local 
Government were the proper parties to 
apply to. The relief of these people was 
a private benevolent duty, and the Cana- 
dian Government would be foolish in re- 
imbursing this or any other society for such 
reasonable outlay. 

Hon. Mi. HOLTON thought the principle 
sought to be introduced by tbe member 
for Montreal Centre, most objectionable. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN replied there was 
excuse in the present instance, as there 
were no emigrant sheds at Montreal. He 
would see that no such claims should be 
acknowledged by the Dominion, but that 
they should be referred to the Local Goy- 
ernments.—Item passed. 

The Committee then rose, and reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again on 


| Monday. 
The House then adjourned at 11:25, 
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at Halitax— 


THE SENATE. 


Monpay, 20th March, 1871. 
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock. 
INTEREST. 
Hon. Mr. DEVER gave notice of an en- 


Harbour of 


quiry respecting the regulation of a com- 
mon rate of Interest throughout the Do- 


minion. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN deferred his enquiry 
respecting the admission of British Col- 
umbia into the Union until to-morrow. 


RICHIBUCTOU. 


Hon. Mr. WARK ~In putting the ques- 
tion respecting Richibuctou ona former 
occasion I stated very fully the necessity 
of some improvement being made in that 
harbour. I am now happy to learn that 
the Minister of Public Works has given a 
pledge that a dredge which has been pur- 
chased in Scotland will be first employed 
next season in the harbour. I stated also 
on the former occasion—and I repeat it 
now— that mere dredging will not be suffi- 
cient to make any permanent improve- 
ment. It is absolutely necessary that 
some permanent structure should be con- 
structed as soon as possible, and therefore 
it is that I put the present question: 

Whether it is the intention of the 
Government to include in the Estimates 
for the present year any sum of money to 
provide for the permanent improvement 
of the Harbor of Richibucto? 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—I may state in 
answer to the hon. gentleman that the 
Government have not failed to consider 
the advisability of improving the harbor of 
Richibuctou. He says that the Minister of 
Public Works had made arrangements for 
obtaining a dredge which would be first 
employed on that harbour, Now if he 
based such a statement on anything I said 
the other day I wish to set him right. 


Hon. Mr. WARK—I never said so. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—I stated that the 
Minister of Public Works had taken steps 
to obtain a suitable dredge for the 1.1- 
provement of the harbouis of the North 
Shore; and that doubtless it would be em- 
ployed at Richibuctou during the current 
year, I also added that there was a sum in 
the Estimates for dredging—*30,000— 
in connection with that boat. ‘he hon. 
nrember has also stated that he believes 
that simple dreaging will not be sufficient. 
Now [ may tell him that the local repre- 
sentative of the County of Kent (Mr. 
Renaud) last year pressed on the Minister 
of Public Werks the necessity of making 
permanent improvements on the harbour, 
and in consequence Of those representa- 
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tions the Minister of Public Works enga- | 


ged a suitable person to watch the cur- 


rents and effects of the ice on the harbour | from Ist May 1870. 
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necessary to be done to improve it. As 
soon as that report is made the matter 
will receive the most serious consideration 
of the Minister of Public Works and of 
the Government. 


PRINTING. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the adoption 
of the fifth report of the Joint Committee 
on Printing. 

The motion was carried. 


SYNOD BILL. 


Hon. Mr. WLLMOT moved the second 
reading of the Bill to extend provisions of 
the church of England Synod Act to New 
Brunswick; and in. doing so, stated that 


7" we ew ee eS -mLCLUC OTC 


the object was simply to enable the Synod q 


of that Province to join the Synod. of 
Canada, and that all parties had agreed to 
its passage. 
Hon. Mr. HAZEN seconded the motion. 
The Bill was read a second time and 
referred to the Committee on Standing 
Orders and Private Bills. 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill (House of Commons) to 
prevent corrupt practices in connection 
with the collection of the revenue. Its 
object, he stated, was to punish officers of 
the inland revenue who might take bribes, 
as well as those persons who might offer 
such. 

Hon. Mr. 
motion. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


The Mouse then adjourned. 


MITCHELL seconded the 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monpay, March 20th, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock. 
After Routine. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN 1m reply to Hon. 
Mr. SMITH said it was not the fault of the 
engineers if their report of the Bay Verte 
Canal had not been completed sooner. 
Eight or ten days of the best part of the 
season had been lost through troubles with 
the men. The people in the neighbor- 
hood, too, had interfered and delayed the 
survey by destroying the survevors marks. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER brought 
down the returns respecting the defence 
of the country up to the 17th of February, 
He said there were 


in order to make a report which would | more papers to be copied yet.—Referred 


enable the Government to see what was 


Hon, Mr. Dever. 


| 


to the Printing Committee. 


_— 


— 
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Hon. Sir A. T. GALT suggested that ar. 


Private 


-rangements be made for having an accur- 


ate report made of the Debates on the 
British Columbia measure, 

tlon. Mr. HOLTON approved of the sug- 
gestion. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government would consider the matter. 

While on his feet he would mention that 
with due diligence the House might be 
prorogued at Hister (cheers), He would 
therefore move, without giving formal 
notice, that sittings be held on Saturdays, 
and that Government Orders have prece- 
dence, 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) hoped the Govern- 
ment would not comply with the sugges- 
tion of the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
and the hon. member for Chateauguay. 
The local papers gave very fair reports and 
he thought there was no necessity for any- 
thing further. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was remind- 
ed that next Saturday would be a statutory 
holiday, but it would be well to make 
Thursday a Government day. He moved 


a resolution to that effect, which was car- 


ried. 
Mr. SCRIVER referred to the regulations 


affecting the distribution of land grants in 


Manitoba, and asked the intention of the 
Government with respect to the Volun- 
teers who had already been discharged. 
Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said they 
would be entitled to the same privileges 
as Other Volunteers in Manitoba. All 
connected with the expedition would be 
dealt with in the most liberal manner. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following Bills were read a third time 
and passed :— 

Bill No. 19. An Act to authorize the in- 
corporated Village of Trenton to impose 
and collect Harbour Dues,+and for other 
purposes—Mr. Brown. 

Bill No, 28. An Act to extend the pro. 
visions of the Act authorizing the imposi- 
tion and collection of Harbour Dues by the 
Corporation of the Town of Owen Sound — 
Mr. Snider. 

Mr. SCATCHERD asked whether it is 
the intention of the Government to place 
the Volunteers called out during the last 
Fenian raid on the same footing in respect 
toa grant of land with the Volunteers in 
Manitoba. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
the Volunteers who were good and gener- 
ous enough to hire themselves for a year 
or perhaps for two years, if required, must 
receive special considerations from the 
Government, but it was intended that 
those who served during the last Fenian 


4} 
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raid should be remunerated in this way. 
Asa matter of course, to ali Volunteers 
who served in repelling the Fenian raid, 
the Government would be willing to facili- 
tate as much as possible their obtaining 
free grants of land on condition of settle- 
ment. 

Mr. MILLS asked whether the contract. 
ors of sections 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Inter. 
colonial Railway who have thrown up their 
contracts have been relieved from their 
obligations ; and whether the Government 
have in any way promised or agreed to 
indemnify such of those contractors and 
their sureties as may have performed work 
In excess of the amount paid before the 
abandonment of such contracts; and also 
whether any payment or promise of pay- 
ment has been made of liabilities incurred 
by the contractors to third-parties ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied in the 
negative to all these questions. 

Mr. MAGILL moved for copies of the 
Commission and instructions to commis- 
sionerson the subject of canal enlarge- 
ment, &c —Carried, 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved the 
second reading of Bill (No. 11) to annex 
the village of Seaforth to the South Riding 
of the county of Huron. 

Hon, 'Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
constituencies would be re-adjusted atter 
the completion of the census. He hoped 
the hon. member would let the Bill drop. 

Mr. CAMERON said as the village stood 
at present, if an election should take 
place before the next e'ections, Seaforth 
would be disfranchised. If at the comple- 
tion of the census, it should be found that 
no increase has taken place in the county, 
no redistribution would take place, and 
the village would have no voice in the 
legislation for this. Dominion. It was 
immaterial to him whether the village was 
annexed to the North or to the South 
Riding so long as the inhabitants could 
be properly represented. 

Hon. Sir GHU. E. CARTIER said it was 
very unlikely that any elections would 
take place in Ontario before the redistri- 
bution of constituencies, and he thought 
this House should wait until the change 
should take place in the regular way. 
They did not know what political party 
they might be serving by annexing the 
village to any particular riding. 

Hon. Mr. HOLYON thought the Bill 
should be referred to a special committee. 
It was maifestly unjust that the village 
should be disfranchised. 

The Bill was allowed to stand over. 

Mr. BOURASSA moved that the House 
go into Committee to consider certain re- 
solutions for the creation of aspecial fund, 
to be denominated ‘‘The Lquor Inspec- 
tion Fund.” 
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Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the Bill if car. 
ried would entail great expense. There 
was no doubt that a great deal of the 
liquors used in the country were adulterat- 
ed. The Bill was out order, as it proposed 
the creation of a new office. 


The Bill was ruled out of order and was 
dropped. 

On motion to resume the adjourned de- 
bate on the proposed motion of Mr. 
Harrison for the second reading of Bill 
(No. 29)—An Act to remove doubts as to 
the liability to Stamp Duties of Premium 
Notes taken or held by Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Companies. 


The SPEAKER ruled as follows: That 
the Bill is to remove doubts, and declares 
that certain notes zhall be deemed to be 
promissory notes within the meaning of 
the Act 31 Vic. chap. 9, and shall be sub- 
ject to the duties thereby imposei; and 
it provides that all such notes heretofore 
given and not stamped shall be made 
valid by adouble stamp. There being no 
appropriation of money proposed, there 
need be no recommendation from the 
Crown; and the objection rests on the 
ground that as it involves an additional 
charge on the people, the Billjshould have 
originated in Committee of the Whole, 
and, moreover, should have been proposed 
by a Minister. It appears to me that the 
Billi is merely declaratory, and that it 
iivolves no new charge except in so far as 
the double stamps duty may effect that 
purpose. On looking carefully at the 
31st Vic., chap. 9, I tind by section 7 that 
the Governor in Council may declare that 
any kind or class of circumstances, as 
to which doubts exist, shall be chargeable 
with any and what duty under the Act, 
and by sections 10, 1], and 12, provisions 
are enacted to render valid notes in the 
hands of innocent holders and notes pass- 
ed to third parties. The provision as to 
double stamps in the present Bill is mere- 
ly an extension of a former Act in its 
remedial clauses to the class of notes here 
declared to be within that Act. The Bill 
is one which, therefore, in my opinion, 
may be properly introduced and proceeded 
with by a private member. ‘The question 


generally whether private members may 


introduce and proceed upon measures re- 
lating to taxation, which was discussed in 
the course of the argument, is one of very 
great importance, and, though not needful 
to the discussion of the present objections, 
I think it proper to say a few words upon 
it to the House. Instances may undoubtedly 
be found in the journals ot the English 
House of Commons, of Bills and motions 
by private members to increase taxation, 
some of which have passed unchallenged ; 
whilst in other cases the indirect assent 


Hon. Mr. Morris. 


| ofa Minister has been deemed sufficient. 
Recently, however, (in 1869) a high au- 
thority, Sir Thomas Erskine May, stated 
before a Joint Committee of the two 
Houses of Parliament that, “no private 
member is permitted to propose an Imper- 
ial tax upon the people—it must proceed 
from a Minister of the Crown, or be in some 
other form declared to be necessary for the 
public service.” I think the House may 
properly accept of this as the correct con— 
struction of the rules regulating the 
introduction of similar measures. The 
motion or Bill should either be introduced 
by a Minister, or ifintroduced bya private 
member (a practice which should not be 
encouraged) a Minister should assume tke 
responsibility of it by signifying the con— 
sent of the Government to its being enter— 
‘tained by the House. If the House agree 
with me as to the desirability of adopting 
the constitutional restriction, it will become 
my duty to enforce the observance of the 
rule hereafter. 


After some discussion on the point of 
order, ’ 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON objected to the Bill 
onits merits. It was an ex post fucto mea— 
sure, an Act to give vitality to securities 
now dead. 


Hon, Mr. MORRIS said the course of the 
hon. member for Chateauguay was rather 
inconsistent. When the Bill was under 
discussion before the hon, member had in— 
formed the House that he would have no 
objection to it, if the Government would 
introduce it. Now, the hon. member ob- 
jected to it on its merits. He (Mr. Morris). 
thought it was very desirable that the Bill 
should pass to remove doubts as to the 
validity of securities issued by Mutual 
Insurance Companies. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he had made no 
reference whatever as to the merits of the 
Bill in the former discussion onit. In fact, 
he could not have expressed any opinion 
of the kind until the point of order was 
decided. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH thought that some 
such measure was a necessity, and he 
| should support it. 


_Hon. Mr, ABBOTT would be very unwil- 
ling to favour any legislation which would 
tend to cover any violation of the laws, or, 
by reprospective enactments to make per- 
sons liable to contracts which had become 
null. He thought the measure now pro-— 
posed was very necessary, as in consequence 
of there being no doubt as to the liability 
of Promissory Notes to stamp duty, it 
would enable such Notes as otherwise: 
might be illegal to be rendered valid by 
the payment of double duty. He was de- 
cidedly in favor of the increase. 


~~ 


period of three years, but it was found 
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The Bill was then read asecond time | 
and referred to a Committee of the Whole 


on Wedaesday next. 
EXCISE DUTIES. 


The House then went into Committee 
to consider the following resolutions. 

Mr. R. A. HARRISON in the chair. 

1. That it is expedient toamend section 
7, of the Inland Revenue Act, 1868, Vic, 


e. 50, by providing that, parafine wax in a 


solid state, grease for lubricating purposes 
and being fluid, lubricating oil made from 
crude petroleum without being subjected 
to any process of distillation, tarand other 
refuse removed from the still without pas- 
sing through the worm or condenser, and 
any article produced from such tar or re- 
fuse without further process of distillation 
shall be exempt from any duty of excise. 

2. That it isexpedient to amend section 
29, of the Act 33 Vic., cap. 3 (to establish 
and provide for the Government of the 
Province of Manitoba), by authorizing the 
Goyernor in Council to reduce all or any 
of the duties of excise, payable in the 
said Province during the period of three 
years from the passing of the said Act, 
under any provisions of the laws of Canada 
respecting inland revenue, which he may 
see fit to declare applicable to the said 
Province, to such rates as he may deem 
expedient in view of the duties of customs 
payable during that period on like articles 
imported into the said Province. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, Hon. 
Mr. MORRIS explained that the Manitoba 
Act had continued the excise laws in force 
in the old Province of Assiniboia, for a 


that in consequence the people of Mani- 
toba were not in so good a position with 
regard to some articles as were the people 
of other Provinces, and the object of the 
Bill was to place them in the same position 
by giving discretionary power to the Gov- 
ernor in Council to conform the duties of 
Excise to those of Customs. 

Mr. HOLTON objected to this power 
being given to the Government, as vesting 
in them the power of fixing taxation which 
should only belong to the House, 

The resolutions were passed; report to 
be received to-morrow, 


BANKS AND BANKING. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the second 
reading of Bill [No. 53] an Act relating to 
Banks and Banking. 

Motion carried and Bill referred to the 
Standing Committee on Banks and Com. 


merce. 
FISHING BY FOREIGN VESSELS. 
Hon. Dr. TUPPER moved the second 
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reading of Bill [No. 48] ‘*an Act further 
to amend the Act respecting fishing by 
foreign vessels’’—[from Senate]. He 
explained that under the present law, a 
vessel on being seized was compelled 
to be taken to the nearest port and 
placed under the jurisdiction of the near- 
est Customs officer. The House would 
easily understand that there might te 
many cases in which the nearest Customs 
Officer might not be in a position to pro- 
tect the vessel and it was therefore pro- 
posed that the vessel should be sent to 
any port as directed by the Minister of ° 
Marine and Fisheries. It also proposed to 
vary in some degree the mode of distribut- 
ing the proceeds of seizures. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH. said there could be 
no objection to the first portion of the 
measure, and if it was necessary that there 
should be any distribution of prize money, 
the second portion might be very desira- 
ble, but he was decidedly of opinion that 
parties effecting any capture should be 
above all suspicion of having any pecuni- 
ary interest in the result of the seizure, 
and that they should in no.way partake of 
tke proceeds. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON read the second por- 
tion of the Bill, and objected that it 
was a measure that could not be originat- 
ed in the Senate. 

Consideration of measure therefore 
postponed. 


INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. 


Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
second reading of Bill No 42, “An Act 
further to amend the Act securing the 
Independence of Parliament.”’ He ex- 
plained that the object of the Bill was to 
place the law on the Independence of Par- 
liament in the same position as it had 
been under the old Act of the Parliament 
of Canada, rendering it incompetent for 
the Government to employ any member of 
the House in any service whatever. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON accepted the Bill 
very cordially as a step in the right direc- 
tion, but did not think it went far enough. 
It was illusory to suppose that it reverted ° 
to the system under the old Province of 
Canada, as there was nothing to prevent 
ofticers such as Registrars and Sheriffs from 
sitting in the House. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER pointed out 
that under the old law those officers had 
been appointed by the Province, but 
as the Dominion Government had no 
power over those officers there was no rea- 
son why they should be excluded from 
the House. 

Mr. WELLS (Bothwell) said that under 
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the Insolvent Act, Sheriffs were charged 
with many duties from the Dominion Gov- 
ernment, and there was no doubt that if 
they did not discharge those duties pro- 
perly the Government would find means 
to punish them, and maintained that 
there were precisely the same reasons for 
excluding a Sheriff from the Dominion 
Parliament as there were to exclude him 
from the Local Legislature. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER was sur- 
prised the hon. member did not see the 
difference. Sheriffs were not appointed 
or paid by the Dominion Government, nor 
had that Government any power to dismiss 
them. ° 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that there were 
good reasons for. excluding Sheritis, and 
other such officers, from Parliament, which 
he should urge at the proper time. All 
servants subject to the influence of the 
Crown ought to be excluded. 

Motion passed, and Bill to be referred 
to a Committee of the whole house to- 
morrow. 


MILITIA AND DEFENCE. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
second reading of BillNo. 43: ‘An Act to 
amend the Act regulating the Militia 
and Defence of the Dominion.”’ He ex- 
plained that its object was to extend the 
Militia Act to the Province of Manitoba 
and to British Columbia when admitted 
into the Dominion. He referred to a pre- 
vious remark he had made on the subject 
to the effect that the Militia Law of Cana- 
da could not be improved, and read a 
letter which he had recently received 
from Mr. Reade, the Registrar of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Judicial Committee, who was well 
known as an eminent legal man, an emi. 
nent Parliamentary man, and a great lite- 
rary character, and who, on Sir George 
Cornwall Lewis taking a position in Lord 
Palmerston’s Government, succeeded that 
gentleman in the temporary management 
of the Edinburgh Review, and who, on the 
death of Sir George, assumed the manage. 
ment of that publication permanently, in 
which Mr. Reade stated that he considered 
the Canadian Militia Law most admirable, 
and would be well satisfied to see it ap- 
plied to England. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he suppcsed 
the gentleman referred to admired the 
Militia Bill because it did in Canada what 
no one had ever yet proposed in England, 
it established the system of conscription. 
There might be many in England, who, 
dike Mr. Reade, would be glad to see that 
system in force there, but there had never 
yet been a single eminent man, who had 
dared to propose such a measure to the 
Imperial Parliament. 

Dr. BLANCHET drew attention to the 
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report of the Adjutant General, shewing 
defects in the system, instancing that a 
District Adjutant General, ranking as 
Lieut. Colonel, might be placed in com- 
mand of officers really his senior. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER sail there 
were many recommendations in the re- 
port of the Adjutant General which were 
well worthy of consideration, and which 
would no doubt be acted upon as soon as 
practicable. He promised that the Goy- 
ernment would consider the matter. 

The motion passed, the Bill to be re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House 
to morrow. 


NORTH WEST. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
second reading of Bill No. 44, ‘‘An Act to 
make further provision for the Govern- 
ment of the North West Territories’ (from 
Senate). He explained that the Bill was 
simply a re-enactment of what had been 
passed in the first instance as a temporary 
measure, it being considered a more ad- 
visable mode than continuing the former 
Act. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he saw no par- 
ticular objection to the Bill. 

Motion carried, and Bill to be referred 
toa Committee of the whole House to- 
morrow. 


HOUSE IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS, the House went into Committee 
of Supply, Mr. HARRISON in the chair, 

In the items for Penitentiaries, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON called attention to 
the increase this year as compared with 
last in regard to Kingston. Then it re- 
quired but $112,841, now, however, $117,- 
091. Both the Warden and Deputy War- 
den were receiving an augmentation. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER said that 
the Government were convinced that for 
the minimum salaries the services of pro- 
per Wardens could not be secured. Mr. 
Creighton was a yaluable officer. When 
they reflected that such an officer had to 
spend his whole time within the institu- 
tion, being denied the pleasures of con- 
genial society, and that these officers were 
men ot ability, they would conclude that 
the Government in allowing the highest 
salary sanctioned by the law, were acting 
accommendably. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the salary 
was not excessive, if the officers were 
suitable. Butit was a mistake to suppose 
that the figures were the measure of thei 
emoluments, they being granted a variety 
of advantages, including house rent, which 
went to make their salaries very respect- 
able. 

Item passed. 

Rockwood Asylum, $82,734. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON called attention to 
There was a differ- 
ence against this year of $7,0U0 in the 
articles of skilled labour and messengers. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER—And build- 
ing materials. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON cou'd not conceive 
of the connection between these and skill- 
ed labour. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said if the 
Opposition were taking a vote for Public 
Works, they would say they wanted so 
much for the buildings, but therein would 
be comprised skilled labour and materials. 
It was another way of stating thesame thing. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER observed 
that with regard to Rockwood the Govern- 
ment had a large claim against Ontario for 
the inmates, amounting to $47,000. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Not out of this 
vote. He wished for explanations of the 
increase this year. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CAETIER said it was 
due to the increase in the number of the 
inmates, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—YThe chief increaze 
was in an item having no reference to the 
number. 

Bon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—That insti- 
tution, like every other continued increas- 
ing. The cost naturally augmented with 
the increase of the number of criminal 
lunatics. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought it would be 
as well for the hon. gentleman todo a 
bold thing at once—and he was able to do 
such things—and admit he knew nothing 
about the estimate (laughter). 

‘Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it was 
not under his control. He had a certain 
number of figures before him which he also 
gave to the House (hear, hear,and laughter). 

Item carried. 

Halifax Penitentiary, $21,156. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. Holton, 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said their was a very 
small ingrease here, except for building 
materials. Last year the Penitentiary had 
no Warden, and the services were tem- 
porarily performed by one of the keepers. 
This year there was an addition, but at the 
lowest rate of salary for « Warden. ‘The 
building materials covered the main por. 
tion of the increase. Item carried. 

Penitentiary St. John, N. B., $52,173. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said this expendi- 
ture in New Brunswick had increased be- 
yend all proportion to that connected 
with any of the other institutions. He 
was quite sure the Minister of Customs, 
who was always ready to make a defence 
ofanything, no matter how monstrous, 
could say something in favour of this item 
(hear, and laughter). 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied 
there was no argumentation in New Bruns- 
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wick, the present apparent one be- 
ing the result of an error, instead of 
$9,300 for maintenance, there should be 
but $6,946, which he moved should be 
substituted therefor. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that was the 
most satisfactory explanation of all (hear, 
hear). 

The remaining items under this head, 
amounting to $3,500, were agreed to with- 
out discussion. . 

Light-houses and coast service, cons— 
truction of light hvuuses, fog-trumpets, &c., 
$79,700. 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON said he had little 
information on the subject of this class of 
items, and hoped some of the hon. mem- 
bers from the coasts would be prepared 
to correct any errors that might have been 
committed in the selection of sites for 
those structures and in other matters. 
There was no class of appropriations he 
would vote for with greater pleasure than 
those for light-houses on the coast (cheers). 

Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand) asked if 
there was an appropriation for a lght- 
houses at Port Maitland. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER replied in the affir- 
mative. Item carried. 

Salaries of light-house keepers, &c., 
Quebec, $230,071 carried, as was also that 
for maintenance of light-houses, $18,929. 

Between Quebec and Montreal—salaries, 


Supply. 


$2,880; maintenance, &., of  light- 
houses, $6,825. 
Hon. . Mr. HOLTON asked what was 


meant by maintenance. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—AIIl kind of ex- 
penses, such as provisions oil, &c. 

The remainder of the appropriations un- 
der this head were agreed to, the whole 
amounting to $303,577. 


THE MURDER OF MR. McGEE. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he had 
been questioned lately by the hon. mem- 
ber for Chateauguay as to whether any 
money had been paid in reward for the 
services in connection with the detection 
and arrest of the murderer of the late Mr. 
McGee. He found on enquiry at the office 
of the Minister of Justice thit no portion 
of the promised reward had been paid. 
Six or seven applicitions were under the 
consideration ot the Minister of Justice, 
but no decision in regard to them had yet 
been reached. 

It being six o’clock the House adjourned. 


AFTER RECESS. 


The House resumed Committee of Sup- 
ply. The following items, under the head 
of ‘“‘ Fisheries,’ were «dopted: 
Maintenance and repairs of 

Schooner La Canadienne.....- $9,030 00 


5AT Commitiee of 
Salaries and disbursements of 
Fishery Overseers and War- 
dens :--- 
Cra tario.. oo te fern eee ke $6 000 09 
Quebeon ee Gace nis 5's $7.000 O00 
New brunswieka. >... +... $7,000 00 
INOVS OCOLIN Re sheer tans eal $7,000 09 
Fishways and Oyster beds and for 
Fish Breeding...........-.---87,500 00 


Additional for the protection of 
the Fisheries (Marine Police) $70.000 00 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON objected to the last 
item, and asked for details, 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the cause of the 
increase over the vote of last year was be- 
cause lasi year’s estimates was insufficient. 

After some further discussion the item 
was carried. 

On the item of $73,400, 

Mr. BULTON objected to the increase of 
€3 500 over the estimate of last year. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he had promised 
last year that the service should be made 
self sustaining, and he had done so. The 
scale of charges had been so revised as to 
enable an increased amount to be met, 
and without imposing any undue burden 
on the trade. It was not proposed to in- 
crease the number of cullers. 

After some discussion the following es- 
timates comprised under the head of cull- 
ing timber, were carried :— 


Cigaped CINCG: 4h 22 tices weds ce 67,925 00 
Rrontreal OG. ok Mote yrs Seale ai 3,800 00 
Say at Ce A Og A Sen OE RED i 1,675 00 


The detailed item of the estimate $8,- 
500 for steamboat inspection, and $8,100 
for Indians, were carried without discus- 
sion. 

The following items under the head of 
‘‘ miscellaneous,’’ were also carried without 
discussion :— 


Postage 
Miscellaneous Printing. ......... 
Unforseen Expenses: Expendi- 
ture thereof to be under 
Order in Council, and a de- 
tailed account thereof to be 
laid before Parliament, dur- 
ing the first fifteen days of 


Next. Session 26 6 ae tei 75,000 00 
Shipping Master’s Uffice, Quebec 
Expenses connected with ascer- 

taining correct time at Otta- 

wa and firing of noon gun... 400 00° 


Code of Signals and flags for the 
Dominion Government.... . 
Expenses of investigations relat- 
ing 0 Wrecks: ; .<<a.c. eee 1,000 00 
Commutation in lieu of remission 
of duties on articles import- 
ed for the use of the Army 
and Navy, to be apportioned 
by Order in Council........ 
To provide for examination and 
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classification of Masters and 
Mates (Mercantile Marine). . 6,200 00 

Oa the item of $50,00U to provide one 
half of the British share of the Expendi- 
ture in reference to surveys of the boun- 
dary line, between Canada and United 
States of America, on the 49th parallel of 
North Latitude, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for explana- 
tions. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it had 
become necessary to settle the boundary 
line between the Dominion and the United 
States, and the American Government were 
prepared to pay one half of the expense. 
Great Britain had proposed to Canada to 
pay one-fourth of the whole amount, the 
Imperial Government paying the other 
one-fourth. It would take between two 
and three years to complete the work, 
and tle cost to this country would be some- 
thing like $150,000. The line to be sur- 
veyed was about 800 miles in length, ex- 


tending from lake of the Woods to the 


Rocky Mountains. This action was taken 
in consequence of a supposition on the 
part of the American Government that 
the Hudson’s Bay Company had encroach- 
ed upon United States Territory. 

Hon. Mr, HOLTON thought that if this 
country had aright to bear any part of 
the expense we should bear the whole of 
it. There was no valid reason that he 
could perceive for sharing it between the 
two Governments. 


His own opinion was — 


that Canada should bear the whole of it, | 


and show our fellow countrymen at home 
that we could bear our own burdens. We 
had acquired the North West Territory 
and had no idea of surrendering one foot 
of it to our neighbors, (hear, hear), and it 
was our own business to see that the 
boundary line between the two countries 
was established. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that the sup- 
posed error in the location of the boun - 
dary line had been discovered Ly persons 
in the employ of the American Govern- 
ment, and as they bad no diplomatic 
relations with us, they proposed to the 
Imperial Government that a Joint Com- 
mission should be appointed for the pur- 
pose of establishing the boundary line, 
and that each Government should bear 
half the expenses. The Imperial Govern- 
ment applied to the Dominion Government 


asking them to pay half the expenses 


incurred by Great Britain. He quite 


agreed with the hon. member opposite 


that this country should bear the whole 
of the expense. ' 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL could not see 
the necessity for so large an expenditure 


as the line had been run ence before, He 
could not agree with the hon. member for 
Chateauguay, in the opinion that Great 
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Britain should bear none of the expense. 


Committee of 


Either the Hudson’s Bay Company or the 


Imperial Government ought surely to sell 
us this Great North West estate with the 
boundaries properly defined. Under the 
circumstances, he thought the generosity 
of Great Britain should be acknowledged 
by accepting their offer. 

Item carried. 

On the item of $400,000 for opening up 
communication with North West Territory, 

In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, ie 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that when the 
vote first passed the House, every possible 
information had been given on the subject. 

Hon. Mr. McDUUGALL thought some 


details might be supplied as to the manner 


in which the money would be expended— 
so that the House ought not to vote so 
large an amount blindly. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that when the 
hon. member for North Lanark had been 
a member of the Government, he had 
asked for a blind vote for a million and a 
half of dollars. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said that on 
that occasion it was understood that the 


money would not be expended without 


being submitted to the House. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought they were 
certainly entitled to some information as 
to the way in which it was intended to ex- 
pend the money. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had not 
anticipated that the item would have 
come up for discussion that evening or he 
would have had full details of the matter. 
He might mention, however, among the 
works to be provided for out of the vote 
asked for, the building of steam. launches 
for the line between Lake Shebandowan 
and the north angle of the Lake of the 
Woods, the building of two steamers for 
Rainy Lake and the Lake of the Woods, 
the erection of sheds for the use of emi- 
grants, the completion of the road from 
Prince Arthur’s Landing to Shebandowan 
Lake, the completion of a number of 
Portages, some of which were in bad order, 
the completion of the road from the north 
west.angle of the Lake of the Woods to 
the eastern endof the 30 miles of road 
from Fort Garry. On another occision he 
would be prepared to supply every infor- 
mation. 

Mr. SCATCHERD (Middlesex) thought 
ita matter of very great regret that in 
every circumstance connected with the 
North West there should be so much of 
mystery, and he thought if this mystery 


- was continued, the sooner Canada got rid 


of the North West the better; for emi- 
grants would never go there so long asthe 
Government itself wasin such entire ig- 
norance on the subject, and he thought it 
very undesirable that such a large expen- 
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diture conld take place where so little was 
known, 

Hon, Mr. HOWE said that all the ex- 
penditure with respect to the North West 
could be traced in the public accounts, 
and if anything further was required the 
proper departments would be most willing 
to supply it. 

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) said that what 
wes more particularly wanted was informa- 
tion as to the communication with the 
North West, and he thought the item 
should be delayed until full particulars 
could be given. Fe then spoke of the 
route proposed by Mr. Dawson, comment- 
ing severely on that officer, and the mis- 
takes made by him. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had al- 
ready undertaken to be prepared to give 
fullinformation on this matter on a future 
occasion ; but he must repel the accusation 
brought against Mr. Dawson. He had 
never known a more able, hard working 
officer than Mr. Dawson. He had done 
his work well, and had the full confidence 
of his department, and the money placed 
in his hands had been expended well and 
in the interest of the public, and he could 
not allow the hon. member to attack the 
gentleman without defending him, and at 
the proper time would be prepared to shew 
thet the accusations made against Mr, 
Dawson, now renewed, were false. As to 
the expedition which had been sent, if 
the officers in charge of that expedition 
had followed the suggestion made by Mr. 
Dawson, had profited by his experience 
and his kncwledge of the country, a very 
large sum of money would have been 
saved to the country. and a great deal of 
the fatigue and hardship which the troops 
had to endure would have been avoided. 
He was sorry that these accusations had 
been brought at this time when he was 
not prepared with details, but at the pro- 
per time he would be prepared to prove 
ail he had said. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said that from 
his knowledge and experience of Mr, Daw- 
son, he would go almost as far in his 
favour as the Minister of Public Works had 
gone, in testifying to his devotion to the 
country and his ability to discharge the 
duties thrown upon him. If, however, the 
disregard of the experience and know- 
ledge of the country which Mr. Dawson 
possessed, had led to a large and unneces- 
sary expenditure the Government was to 
blame, for if the Government had as- 
sumed the whole conduct of the expedi- 
tion themselves, instead of handing it over 
to officers who, from their inexperience, 
were necessarily incompetent, they would 
without doubt have effected a large 
saving. He thought that if the sur- 
vey thit had been commenced by the 
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Government when he had been in power, 
had been carried out, he could look for- 
ward with confidence to a good result. 
Mr. Dawson although he believed bim to 
be a very able man, and capable of forming 
good opinions on these matters, did not 
profess to be an engineer of the type of 
Mr. Page, and fearing, therefore, that 
some of his estimates might not turn out 
tobe correct the Government thought 
proper to make a more accurate 
survey ofa part of the route, and the re- 
sult was that one of Mr, Dawson's proposi— 
“tions for a dam to raise the waters of Lake 
Shebandowan had been found almost im- 
practicable. Similar mistakes might have 
been made, and in this rough country, he 
considered it pirticularly necessary that 
the most accurate surveys should be made 
before deciding on any route, and he hoped 
the Minister of Public Works would send 
competent engineers to continue the work 
from the point where it had left off, and 
carry it toa conclusion. With reference 
to Mr. Dawson also, he desired to refer to 
some reports in the newspapers, and to 
representations and misrepresentations 
amade with respect to Mr. Dawson's road, 
but if any one inferred that there was a 
-complete road from Thunder Bay to She- 
bandowan, they certainly misunderstood 
Mr. Dawson’s statements, and the public 
reports made on the subject. He must 
say that a very unfair attack had been 
made on Mr. Dawson in this respect. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said this 
appropriation obtained some two years ago, 
was necessarily a blind one. The Govern- 
ment had to feel their way. He was not 
prepared to say what would be the cost of 
the expedition but he could conficently 
say that it would be under the one million 
of dollars which had been estimated. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Not much, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER would not 
hold out any expectation that it would be 
much below one million of dollars, but 
still, it would be less than had been anti- 
cipated. He regretted that it had been 
found necessary to expend money in this 
way, but still the Dominion had gained in 
one way throughit. The world had learn- 
ed more of it, in consequence of those 
troubles than would have been acquired in 
fifty years under ordinary circumstances. 
The result of that knowledge would be 
the rapid settlement of the North West. 
It had shown that there was a route 
through our own Territory to Manitoba, 
and that Canada could punish evil-disposed 
persons wherever they might be found 
within her borders. The money had not 
only been necessarily expended in assert- 
ing the authority of the Dominion, but 
out of evil good had come. 
It had shown the American Government, 
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and people too, that Great Britain valued 
the attachment of this country and would 
maintain the colonial connection. He 
referred to the articles on the Red River 
Expedition which had appeared in Black- 
woods Magazine, and said it was calculated 
to excite ridicule and nothing else, 
When Col. Wolesley returned from Mani- 
toba he came by the Dawson route, and 
that was the highest honour which could 
be paid to the gentleman who constructed 
that road. It showed that whatever 
might be said of the road, it had been 
chosen by a man who had experience of 
the country through which it ran, as the 
best means of communication between 
Fort Garry and Canada. 
hon. member for North Lanark, he would 
say that the reason why the Canadian Goy- 
ernment had not undertaken the manage- 
ment of the expedition was, that at the 
time the country was under the control of 
the Imperial Government, and the Do- 
minion had, therefore, noauthority to send 
an expeditioa there. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—That.§ argu- 
ment won't do. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Why ? 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said if our 
Government had asked fora transfer of 
the North West atany time, it would have 
been made in twenty-four hours. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Canadian Government had not demanded 
a transter of the North West Territory 
from the Imperial Government at the 
time, because they had no means of put- 
ting down the rebellion in mid-winter. It 
-was thought better to leave the matter in 
their own hands. He thought Hon. Mr. 
McDougall was wrong in issuing his procla- 
mation at the time he did, but his inten- 
tion was good. Then, when he found he 
differed from his colleagues, he ran away 
from the Government to the Opposition 
(hear, hear, and laughter from the Opposi- 
tion.) 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that he could 
not furnish the details of the expedition 
referred to. In 1869-’70 it amounted to 
$170,150; in 1870, up to December 3lst, 
to $120,723; a portion of this would be 
borne by the Imperial Government. Of 
this there had been expended on the Fort 


William road, $173,900; on the road from — 


Fort Garry to the Lake of the Woods, 
$53,439; Col, Dennis’s survey, $10,723; 
and the survey by Mr. Munro, $3,500; 
boats for transport service, $40,573; 


In reply to the 
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survey of Northern Route, $2,034. Ex- — 


penses to be incurred :— 
Transport service (including steam 


launches): 4 4.43 FR 4 $ 67,729 
Two ‘steamers )4 |, iv. Shi ce Fi 36,000 
Contingencies .7i2 Aerie AR 31,271 
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Lake of the Woods to Fort Garry 
Preetriegsmiet. Aloo d ie Gh a. 60,000 
Seimwe ORs). 4) -2(f Lies oc lands. 3% 10,000 
$237,000 


Mr. MILLS said the Hon. Minister for 
Public Works had charged him with mis- 
representing the condition of the road. 
He would inform the hon. member that 
he had made no statements with respect 
to the road, but that he had spoken of 
newspaper reports concerning the road. 
He would repeat again that he read such 
reports. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had no 
- intention of charging the hon. member 

with misrepresenting anything. He mere- 

ly wished to deny the statements made by 
certain newspapers concerning the state of 
the road. 

Mr. MILLS said the Hon. Minister of 
Militia had directly stated that the articles 
which had appeared in Blackwood’s 

_ Magazine were the words of Col. Wolesley. 
{n that article serious charges had 
been made against the Government, which 
were either true or false. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—They were 
false. 

Mr. MILLS said that if so, it was all the 
more necessary that they should be refut- 
ed beyond the possibility of adouvt. For 
the honor of public men in this Dominion 
they should be proved untrue in as public 
a manner as they had been circulated. 

‘Hon. Mr. HOWE was not satisfied that 
the articles in question were written by 
Colonel Wolesley, and hoped they were 
not, for if they had been written by him, 
he certainly was not worthy ofthe trust re- 
posed in him. He had slandered not only 
the gentleman on the Treasury Benches, 
but an hon. gentleman opposite, and in- 
deed every public man in Canada. He 
considered these articles gross, infamous 
and false, and therefore he did not believe 
Colonel Wolesley had _ written those 

articles. 

Mr. HOLMES (Carleton) alluled to the 
attack made on Mr. Dawson by the mem. 
ber for Bothwell, and made a few remarks 
in his defence. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the Minis. 
ter of Militia had stated that the expendi- 
ture was necessary, and that the expedi- 
tion was necessary. He was not prepared 
to dispute that necessity under the circum- 
stances existing last spring, but who 
were responsible for the necessity? 
He said most unhesitatingly that hon. 
gentleman opposite were fully respon- 
sible, because they proceeded in utter 

ignorance of the circumstances of the 
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4,200 | country of which they proposed to take 


possession. That ignorance was ad- 
mitted by those gentlemen in the legisla- 
tion they proposed to Parliament later, 
and for that ignorance, and the large 
expenditure which had resulted, they 
must be held responsible. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER--We do 
not deny our responsibilites. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON continued that the 
result ef the ignorance of hon. gentlemen 
as to the circumstances of the North West 
in the autumn of 1869 was blood shed and 
turmoil, and the necessity for the despatch 
of a military expedition at a cost of nearly 
a million dollars. The Minister of Militia 
had expressed the hope that the expendi- 
ture would not amount to so large a sum, 
but on referring to the Public Accounts, 
and a return subsequently submitted, it 
would be found that the expenditure had 
already exceeded half a million, while a 
large amount would necessarily have to be 
added. With reference to the expendi- 
ture made by Mr. Dawson for the establish. 
ment of a line of communication 
from Thunder Bay to Fort Garry, he was 
not prepared to criticise it, but he very 
much feared that they were frittering 
away large sums of money without getting 
any tangible value for it. He feared the 
(Jovernment were not properly seized of a 
distinct object to be gained by the expen- 
diture. His view was that they should 
secure a thorough line of communication 
on some definite plan, and not vote large 
sums of money in the absence of such a 

lan. 
: Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
ho... member for Chateauguay had stated 
that the Government were responsible in 
this matter. When the Government 
brought any measure before the House 
they explained the object of their propo- 
sitions, and if the House was satisfied, how 
could the Government be charged with 
ignorance. If there was any responsibility 
it surely must be shared by the House, a 
majority of which had endorsed the pro- 
posals of the Government. After the re- 
turn of the hon. member for North Lanark 
and himself from England they reported 
their proceedings in England, that they 
had made an arrangement with the Hud. 
son’s Bay Company, with the sanction of 
the Imperial Government. They brought 
their measure before the House, stated 
under what circumstances, and under 
what arrangements the North West Terri- 
tory was to be transferred, and the House 
almost unanimously endorsed their pro- 
posals. ‘The Government expected that 
the difficulty was solved and the House 
shared their expectation, and passed an 
address for tha transfer of the Territory. 
The hon. member for Chateauguay said 
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they ought to have known the feelings of 
the people. Well what they knew they 
stated, they might have been under some 
misapprehension, with regard to the wel- 
come of Canadian authority, and he ad- 
mitted that he himself was disappoint- 
ed, but everyone was disappointed, 
no one anticipated that there would be any 
difficulty. They had been informed that 
the people were so dissatisfied with the 
rule of the Hudson’s Bay Company that 
they would gladly receive Canadian rule. 
If the hon. member for Chateauguay had 
known beforehand that this was not the 
case, why had he not warned the Govern- 
ment. He might mention that even Gov- 
ernor MacTavish informed them that 
everything would be right, and that there 
would be no difficulty. As to the figures 
of the hon. member for Chateauguay, that 
hon. gentleman had shown that in the 
course of eight months something like 
half a mailllion had been expend- 
ed. Well only four months remained 
to be accounted for, and adding a proper 
proportion for this unexpired time, it 


would be seen that the expenditure would © 


fall very far short of a million, especially 
when it was remembered that the first 
period included by far the heaviest expen- 
diture. 

Mr. WORKMAN (Montreal) referred to 
the remarks of the hon. member for Hants, 
and said that whoever might be the author 
of the articles in Blackwood, he was quite 
sure that Col. Wolesley was incapable of 
either writing or uttering anything which 
he knew to be false. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER said that if 
the member for Montreal would compare 
the remarks made by Col. Wolesley at the 
complimentary dinner in Montreal, with 
the statements made in the articles in 
Blackwood ; he must come to the conclu- 
sion that, provided Col. Wolesley had 
written these articles, one of the state- 
ments was false. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds) referred to the ar- 
ticle in Blackwood'’s Magazine, condemn- 
ing Col. Wolesley for having written it. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Government 
had incurred the responsibility of their 
ignorance of affairs in the North West. 
They had the means of acquiring know- 
ledge and having failed to take advantage 
of the opportunity afforded them, they 
deserved the whole blame. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL did not think 
there was ground for this charge of at- 
tempting to force on the NorthWest a des- 
potic system of government. With re- 
gard to the article which Col. Wolesley 
was charged with writing, he thought it 
would have been well for the hon. mem- 
bers of the Opposition to have refrained 
from making the statements they had 
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done, for it might turn out after all, that 
that gentleman was not the author. The 
article was certainly written in bad taste, 
and misrepresented the public men in 
Canada. So far as it related to himself 
(Hon. Mr. McDougall) he did not care, 
for military men coming from England 
here were disposed to snobbery in speak- 
ing of Canadians. Many of the charges 
against Canadian public men, however, 
were entirely unfounded, and so far as any 
of them were true they merely ex- 
posed disagreements which any Canadian 
going to England could seé amongst the 
public men of the Imperial Parliament. 

Hon. Mr, ANGLIN protested against the 
attempt of the Government to throw the 
responsibility of their bungling on the 
House. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Government had done as well as could 
reasonably have been expected of them 
under the circumstances. ‘he measure 
was only a temporary one and there was 
no disposition to over-ride the feeling and 
wishes of the people of Manitoba. The 
hon. member attempted to excuse the re- 
bellion in Manitoba in his anxiety to throw 
all the blame on the Government. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the hon. 
gentiemen opposite, by their Act of last 


‘session, giving the people of Manitoba 


responsible government, justified the 
people of that Province in their rebellion. 
After some further discussion the item 
was carried. 
The items under the head of ‘‘Customs,’’ 


amounting to...... .....+--.$525,336 25 
Inland Revenue...........--.- 147,400 00 
Postonicel’. Oro Bob enor 858,000 00 
Public Works................ 890,042 00 
Minor Revenues....... NY 10,000 00 


All the estimates with the exception of 
the Board of Works and Militia having 
been carried, the Committee rose and re- 
ported. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the second 
Reading of Bill (No. 54], an Act to indem- 
nify the members of the Executive Gov- 
ernment and others for the unavoidable 
expenditure of public money, in excess of 
the Parliamentary grant, incurred in re- 
pelling the threatened invasion of the 
Fenians in 1870.—Carried. 

Third reading to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 11:35 p, m, 


THE SENATE. 
Tvespay, March 21, 1871. 
The 
o'clock. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN presented a favo- 
rable report from the Committee on Stand- 


——— a a 


SPEAKMR took the chair at three 
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_ ing Orders and Private Bills, respecting pe- 

_ titions from Molson’s Bank ; Merchant’s 
Bank ; Mechanic’s Bank ; Kingston Board 
of Trade ; Corporation of Owen’s Sound; 
Edward Blake and others; Edward Ryer- 
son and others; Jacques Cartier Bank. On 
motion of Hon. Mr. Sanborn, the 5lst rule 
respecting certain of the foregoing peti- 
tions was suspended. 


CURRENCY. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN made the following 
enquiry :—‘‘ What expense has been in- 
curred at St. John up to Ist March, 1871, 
in receiving, at the Treasury, uncurrent 
Nova Scotia Notes? What amount has 
been so received up to that date? Has 
such expense been borne by the Dominion 
or the Province of Nova Scotia, and whe. 

_ ther the arrangement will be continued 
during the present year 7?” 
_ Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that. the 
Government could not furnish the required 
information to the first of March, but 
would gladly do so to the first of January. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN agreed to amend the 
enquiry. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER then said—Have the 
Government come to any conclusion with 
regard to the course they intend to pur- 
sue with respect to the debate in the 
Senate on the resolutions providing for the 
admission of British Columbia into the 
Union. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied— The pro- 
position which was made by my hon. friend 
from Wellington Division, in the Province 
of Quebec, and urged by other hon. gen- 
tlemen opposite, had the attentive consid: 
eration of the Government, especially of 
those who are members of this House. We 
are anxious, as I before said, to endeavour 
in every way to meet the wishes of the 
Senate by placing as much as pos- 
sible within its original jurisdiction. 
We have, therefore, very carefully consi- 
dered the proposition whether it be possi- 
ble to forward the resolutions pari passu 
in each house ; but we have found that 
this plan must be attended with great 
inconvenience. There were two ways by 
which we might bring up the question. 
One I mentioned when the matter was 
before the House the other day, and that 
was, aS soon as the House of Commons had 
spoken upon the expenditure which the 
scheme would involve, then the resolu- 
tions might proceed pari passu in each 
branch. My hon. friend for Wellington 
Division, very properly observed that if 

_ the House of Commons pronounced on 
_ the subject, under such circumstances, 
_ there would be a full debate on the ques- 
_ tion, and it would necessarily come before 
us under considerable disadvantage. 
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Another plan would have been to elimin- 
ate from the resolutions all those parts 
which relate to the revenue; but that 
would have taken from the resolutions 
much of the interest that belongs to them, 
and deprived the members of the oppor- 
tunity of referring to many important con- 
siderations connected with the question. 
This House is undoubtedly entitled to a 
full discussion of these resolutions as a 
whole. ButI think hon. gentlemen will 
agree with me that before we pronounce 
on them as a whole, we should have the 
entire case before us. in that phase, we 
might well include the opinion of the 
House of Commons on those clauses which 
affect the revenue. However much we 
might have it in our power to pronounce 
on the subject, the opinion of the other 
branch of the  Legislature—especially 
charged with public expenditures, and 
directly responsible to the people— should 
have very great influence with members 
of this House and must necessarily form a 
very important element in the considera— 
tion of the whole question. I therefore 
feel, hon. gentlemen, that we cannot satis- 
factorily take up these resolutions or dis- 


Columbia. 


pose of them until we have that 
information before us. Suppose 
the resolutions are taken up in 
this branch, and members actuated 


by feelings which are more likely to be 
found in a body which does not possess the 
enthusiasm of youth, or that sanguine tem- 
perament which may exist elsewhere, 
should arrive at the conclusion that the 
scheme was dangerous, that it involved a 
very great expenditure and that we were 
not prepared to assume such a responsibi- 
bility, (hear, hear), and consequently 
should decide against the passage of these 
resolutions, When we had come to this 
decision we might be met by the news that. 
the other branch of the Legislature had 
taken a different view—that it was more 
hopeful as to the future—that it saw this 
new territory peopled by thousands and 

bustling with enterprise and activity, and 

that there was no danger whatever in 

‘Then we would 
place this House in a position which any 
one anxious for its usefulness would not 

wish to see itin. Or suppose we arrived 

at a different conclusion—that it involved 

nothing hazardous, whilst the other branch 
of the Legislature pronounced a contrary 

opinion, we would be placed in a still more 
delicate position. As we are in most re- 
spects the branch of the Legislature before 
which schemes come in the second in- 
stance, as we are rather a body for the 
revision of schemes emanating in the 
other House, we cannot legitimately pass 
measures like this in the first place. 
Therefore, after the fullest consideration, 
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we have come to the conclusion that there 
is no way in which these resolutions can be 
passed pari passu in each House. I stated 
the other day that I sympathized with my 
hon. friend from the Wellington Division 
in his suggestion, for I feel, as he does, 
that when a question comes here after it 
has been fully discussed in the other 
House, it is divested of a good deal of its 
interest; but at the same time | cannot 
see my way clear in the present instance 
- to pursue any other course than that I 
have pointed out. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST.— 

I must call the attention of the Hon. Post- 

master General to the tact that it would 

not be the first time we have discussed a 

question like the one under consideration. 

The resolutions respecting the union of all 

British America were first brought up in 

the Legislative Council of Canada by the 

late Sir Etienne Tache, and I cannot un- 

derstand why there should be any difficulty 

now in the way of discussing a question of 

the same nature though of far less magni- 

tude. Those resolutions were a sort of 

treaty between the Provinces—the resolu- 

tions in question will also be a quasi treaty 
between Canada and British Columbia. To 

say that this House shall be only the echo 

-of the other branch of the Legislature is to 
denude it of all its powers and privileges. 

If we come to consider the legislation of 
this House, even during the present ses- 


troduced and passed measures which have 
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sion, we find the Government itself has ve | 


been objected to by the House of Com- 
mons. I refer to the measure to amend 
the Act respecting the protection of the 
fisheries. I cannot see why we cannot in 
all cases originate measures which touch 
the great interests of this country, and 
regret exceedingly to hear the explanation 
just made by the Postmaster General. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN—TI contend that 
this is a question of policy—a power es- 
pecially given to us by the Act of Con- 
federation. We havea right, conjointly 
with the House of Commons, to pass re. 
solutions, and we can also do so indepen- 
dently of that House. We have to take 
action just as if we knew nothing of their 
acts. The rule of Parliament which prevents 
‘this House {initiating money appropria- 
tions, refers to those measures which pass 
ach House and become law. The pre- | 
sent, however, are resolutions in which we 
press on the Imperial Parliament the 
policy of adding another Province to the 
Dominion under the Act which makes 
provision for the annexation of ancather 
colony. I am very much afraid that the 
motives which induce the Government to 
come to this conclusion are not | 


Hon, Mr. Campbell. 
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such as would tend to make this 
body influential. If we are that venerable 
body of which the hon. member has spoken 
—if we have lost the sprightliness of youth 
it is certainly very unsatisfactory to discuss 
a great question like this when it has 
undergone the criticisms of such vigorous 
minds as obtain in the other House. 
It is said we are a revisory branch, but I 
am sure we cannot exercise our powers in 
this way with much energy or usefulness 
if we can only take up a subject when it is 
worn threadbare. 
eral says that we should meet this ques- 
tion as if it were something we should 
approve or disapprove of. That is not the 
case inmy opinion. In respect to a Bill 
which comes from the other branch, we 
can exercise the revisory power; but when 
there is a joint address from each House 
there is no such power, for each body 
expresses an independent opinion; and, 
therefore, I cannot agree with the Post- 
master-General as to the impropriety or 
inconvenience of these resolutions coming 
before us in the first instance. It is of 
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very little consequence what the Senate ~ 


says or does when the matter has been 
fully discussed elsewhere. If we wish to 
make our influence felt—to obtain a cha- 
racter for usefulness, we must make our 
opinions known. If we are supposed to 
possess that wisdom which age should 
have—if we possess that ability for arriv- 
ing at a correct decision which we ought 
to have, than we should express an opinion 
independently, without reference to what 
has been done in another place. 1 very 
much fear that is not the object in bring- 
ing this question first in the House of 
Commons. It willonly come before us when 
it is utterly impossible to do it justice or 
make our influence felt throughout the 
country. Thatis a good maxim—Age for 
Counsel; but our opportunities for mak- 
ing our usefulness evident are decidedly 
limited. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN—TI regret very much 
that the Government should have come to 
the conclusion that the resolutions in ref- 
erence to British Columbia will not be in- 
troduced simultaneously in both Houses. 
Iadmit that the argument advanced by 


_ the Postmaster General may be true the- 


oretically, but practically Ido not expect 


_ any such injurious results from the course 


we hoped would be followed. It appears 
to me that if this objection to the introduc. 
tion of the resolutions was sound, the same 
would apply to any amendment which we 
might propose to make in the details of 
the measure. I remember, for instance, 
when a number of us who were opposed to 
the coal duties votedagainst the lariff last 
session, IfI remember aright, the hon. 


The Postmaster-Gen- 
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for by the hon. member from St. John 


British 


that the question had been fully consider- 
ed in the douse of Commons, and that it 
was not for this House to oppose their de- 
cision on such a measure affecting the 
revenue. Therefore, when these resolu- 
tions come before the Senate, and objection 
is made to the railway proposition or other 
parts of the scheme, we may be told that 


' we cannot legitimately alter or amend the 


details. Under these circumstances I very 


- much regret that the Government have 


come to such a determination as that an- 
nounced by the Postmaster General, [am 
sure that that hon. gentleman—who has 
always shown so deep an anxiety to sup- 
port the dignity of this House—feels that 
we have reason to regret that the Senate 
cannot take up the question in the mode 
proposed. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN—I must certainly say 
that I think it is advisable that the House 
should have more information before it,on 
particular points, in addition to that asked 


(Mr. Hazen). Forinstance I have in my 
hand a return of the imports into the col- 
ony of British Columbia, in the year 1870. 
I presume this is intended to show us what 
revenue will probably accrue to the Do- | 
minion from the acquisition of the colony, 
It gives in the first column, the total quaa- 
tities imported ; in the second, the quan- 
tities entered for home consumption ; in 
the third, the vaiue of total imports ; and 
in the last, the duty. We are not inform- 
ed, however, as tothe rates ot duties, 
whether ad valorem or specific—or whether 
the amountin the lgst column, showing 
the duty, is collected on the total quanti- 
ties imported, oron the quantities entered 
for home consumption. If the amount in 
the last columnof duties be chargeable 
upon the total quantities imported, and 
not upon the quantities entered for home 
consumption, then it gives a fallacious 
idea of the actual amount of revenue, fora 
large amount may remain in bond. The 
total amount of the duty is about $312,- 
000, but I wish to know whether it is re- 


ally upon the consumption or the Import | 


of the colony. 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I will make the 
necessary enquiry. 

Hon. Mr. RY AN—TIf entered under the 
present tariff of the Dominion, the imports 
would yield a revenue of about $258,000, 
or $54,000 less than is now raised in British 
Columbia under its own tariff. In this re- 
turn I find no reference whatever made to 
the excise which is levied in the country 
Certainly we should have information on 
this point before us. According to Gover- 
nor Musgrave,—-his words are “at a 
moderate computation’’--the Customs and 
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Excise duties are estimated for the year at 
$850,000. It does strike me as very 
strange that there should be only $300,000 
from Customs and $540,000 from Excise. 
It appears to me, therefore, we should 
look very closely into these matters before 
committing ourselves to a measure which 
will undoubtedly entail a great deal of ex- 
pense (hear.) Atthe same time I differ 
from my hon. friends opposite, who are so 
anxious that this measure should be dis- 
cussed simultanedusly in each House. I 
approve entirely of the position which the 
Government has taken with regard to the 
mode of its discussion. The duty of this 
House is to revise the action of the Com- 
mons, and correct it when we see that 
errors have been committed, With respect 
to the argument used by the hon. member 
from Toronto,—that last year we were told 
we could not make any change in the Bill 
which imposed duties upon coal and other 
imports— I believe that it is not a case in 
point; for that was a Supply Bill, and it is 
distinctly laid down that following the 
rule in the House of Lords we cannot make 
any alteration in aSupply bill, but must 
either accept or reject it as a whole. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN—It was not a Supply 
Bill. 


Hon. Mr. RY AN—I have always under- 
stood that a Tariff was most certainly - 
a Supply Bill. I was, however, going on 
to say that it is our duty to revise the 
measures of the House of Commons, and 
there is no necessity for our being so 
anxious to get before the country. Ifwe 
do our duty when the proper time comes, 
we shall obtain all the credit to which we 
are fairly entitled. It is unpleasant no 
doubt, for eloquent gentlemen not to have 
an opportunity of originating ideas, but I 
for one am not among those who have a 
desire to ‘ventilate my vocabulary,” to 
use a phrase once applied to an eminent 
but verbose statesman in England, This 
House should not go out of its proper 
sphere, but at the same time I feel that the 
Government should give usevery informa- 
tion before we are called upon to decide 
a question of such importance as that to 
which the resolutions refer. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—TIf I understood 
the hon. Postmaster-General, he said that 
this was not a measure that we could alter. 


Hon.Mr. CAMPBEL-~as I said that it was 
advisable that the House of Commons 
should first consider the question. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD--This House has 
an inherent right to make changes and ex- 
press an opinion simultaneously with the 
Commons. If this question is to be dealt. 
with in the shape of a Bill then it must be 
introduced in one branch first, for you 
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cannot proceed simultaneously with a Bill. 
When it imposes a burthen on the people 
the proper place forits introduction would 
be, constitutionally, the other branch. 
But in cases like the present, when resolu- 
tions are introduced we have an equal right 
+o express an opinion on them at the same 
time as the Commons. This House has 
also a right to make an amendment to 
them when they come from the other 
branch, This is a general measure 
affecting the policy of the coun- 
try. Before it can operate there 
must be a joint. address of both 
Houses. Each branch should have an op- 
portunity of expressing its opinions with 
respect to the terms of that address. Un- 
der these circumstances. the matter might 
be brought first before this House. ‘The 
Government have, however, defined the 
course they intend to pursue, and now 
the only way we can reach the question is 
by an hon. member moving the House into 
Committee on the Governor’s Message, 
but that mode, I suppose, no one will as- 
sume the responsibility of pursuing. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—1 do not intend to 
‘‘yventilate my vocabulary,’”’ but as there 
appears to besome misapprehension with 
respects to some points, | may be allowed 
to makea few remarks, My hon. friend 
has stated that we are at liberty to alter 
any of the terms of the agreement. Now 
in the first place, Ido notsee any difficulty 
on parliamentary grounds, or reasons of 
convenience, in our originating this 


measure here or in the House of Com. | 


mons, for our action is separate 
or independent. The 146th section of the 
Union Act says:—‘ It shall be lawful for 
the Queen, by and with the advice of Her 
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, 
onan address from the Houses of the Parlia- 
ment of Canada, and from the Houses of 


tue respective Legislatures of the Colonies | 


or Provinces of Newfoundland, Prince 


Edward Island, and British Columbia, to 


admit those Colonies or Provinces, or any 
of them into the Union ; and on address 
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from the Houses of the Parliament of 


Canada to admit Rupert’s Land and the 


Nort Western Territory, or either of them | 


into the Union, on such terms and condi- 
tions as are in the addresses expressed, 
&c.’”’ I hold in the first place, and con- 
trary to the opinions of some gentlemen, 


that we have no power to alter these laws, | 
we must change them for better or worse. | 


An address has been passed by the Legis- 


lature of British Columbia, and we must | 
pass an address 1n similar terms or reject it | 


—just as we may decide. It is because I 


consider this question is to be treated as | 


an address. that I believe we might 
properly take it up in this House. 
Hon, Mr. Botsford. 
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even before it is discussed in the House of 
Commons. 

Hon. Mr. MoPHERSON—I would , like 
to ask the hon. Postmaster General whe- 
ther it is the intention of the Government 
to present the resolutions as a Treaty 
which cannot be amended or not- My own 
impression is that they will submit them 
as a Treaty as stated by my hon. friend 
from Nova Scotia—just as the resolutions 
respecting Confederation were presented. 
In that case, the rejection of one detail 
must be considered as a rejection of the 
whole. My opinion on this point is strength. 
ened very much by telegrams which I find 
among the British Columbia papers :— 


Columbia. 


GOVERNOR MUSGRAVE TO GOVERNOR GENERAL 
OF CANADA. : 


Received in Orrawa, January 27th, 1871. 
Legislature by resolution request me to 
seek consent of your Government to allow 
of our existing tariff during this season (?) 
by reducing duty on spirits to Canada rate, 
80 cents, on flour, to 75 cents per barrel, 
on wheat, to 10 cents per bushel, so as to 
enter union with British Columbia tariff so 
altered. Aggregate revenue would not 
be less than under Canadian tariff. I 
recommend asseut—telegraph reply. 


Signed, ] A. MUSGRAVE 
Vancouver Island, January 25, 1871. 


TO GOVERNOR MUSGRAVE, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
Orrawa, February 1, 1871. 


The terms of union are in nature of a 
treaty. They have been extensively pub- 
lished in Canada, and accepted by British 
Columbia. The Canadian Government, 


| therefore, think they have no right to alter 


those terms. After acceptance by Canada, 
Pailiament may, in its discretion, modify 
the tariff on the request of British Colum- 
bia, I have no doubt that Parliament will 
consider any proposition made by you 
with a desire to meet your views as much 
as it properly can. 
Signed], LISGAR, 

Now, if it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to present the measure as a treaty, 
which cannot be amended here in any of 
its details I cannot see why the discussion 
should not come off simultaneously, or 


| even before it is taken up in the House of 


Commons, I[tis very much to be regratted © 
that there is not more legislation initiated 
in this House. If that were the case this 
branch would become more useful and — 
possess greater influence in the country. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It is the inten- 
tion of the Government to. present the re- 
solutions precisely in the same way as in 
the other branch—to ask this House to 
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mediately responsible. I cannot under- 
stand why there-should be any mystery 
about this matter. Some gentlemen come 
here delegated by British Columbia to see 
on what terms a union with British Colum 
bia can be accomplished. Those who 
occupy the position of Ministers 
of Crown, by favour of the people, ar. 
range the terms of Union with these gen- 
tlemen who return home to hold an 
election to obtain the opinions of the peo- 
ple on the question. A legislature is 
elected and agrees to the terms of Union 
and passes an address proclaiming their de- 
sire to be annexed to Canada. It is now 
for this House to say whether a Union 
upon those terms will be beneficial or not. 
This House will exercise the responsibility 
of deciding this question when the proper 
time comes for making the address. We 
think it advisable first, however, to hear 
the opinions of the House of Commons on 
a measure of such importance. Ido not 
say that the measure involves taxation, but 
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- make an address for which it will be im- 


it will involve, when carried out, a very | 
serious burthen onthe country, and before | 


this House is in a position to pronounce 


on it, it is desirable to know the opinion of | 


the other branch. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN—It does seem to, 
me a monstrous proposition to ask this | 
House to accept such terms as British | 


Columbia, which does not enjoy responsible 
government at all, may choose to offer. If 
the hon. member will look over these 

apers he will see that Governor Mosgrave 
sends a petition from certain persons in 


' Victoria, asking for some alterations in the 


terms. He tells them that the people of 
the colony have the best terms they can 
expect—in fact, better ones than they 
ought to have; but, nevertheless, he will 
send the memorial in hope of getting still 
more. Now, if we could change the 
scheme, and give British Columbia more, 
could we not also give less. I have no 
wish todiscuss the question on so narrow 
a basis as seems allowable under the con- 
ditions laid down by the Government. As 


respects the hon. gentleman near me | 


(Hon. Mr. Ryan), I must say he showed us 
very clearly the dangers of annexing British 
Columbia. I do not think there is any 


. prospect of any of us being called upon too 


frequently ‘‘to ventilate our vocabu- 
ary,’ judging by what has been done dur- 
ng this session. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN—The proposition be- 
fore us is extremely simple. British Co- 


‘lumbia offers to come into this Confedera- 


tion on certain conditions ; you may call 
them a treaty or bond as youlike. The 
Government must ask Parliament to as- 
sent to the terms by a joint address from 
both houses. What follows then ? Suppose 
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we adopt the address. The bond is made. 
Suppose we reject it. We tell British 
Columbia she must submit a different pro- 
position. The Government have made 
this bargain but we cannot agree to it. 
Suppose both Houses agree, what then ? 
An address goes to the Home Government 
asking that the Queen’s proclamation be 
issued annexing British Columbia to the 
Confederation. In the mean time a Bill 
must pass the House of 
Commons to pay the large sums of money 
asked for under the terms. ‘Therefore. if 
we pass the address, there must be also a 
Bill from the House of Commons, So far 
as the terms are concerned, I cannot see 
how British Columbia has ‘‘ the cheek ’’— 
if that is a parliamentary expression 
[laughter] to ask somuch, I never saw a 
more extraordinary proposition in my life. 
I think we should leave the gentlemen who 
passed Confederation to assume the whole 
responsibility of this transaction. 

Hon, Mr. WILMOT—I am quite prepar- 
ed to assume any responsibility so far as 
Confederation is concerned, but at the 
same time, I think we should have more 
information before us with respect to the 
exports and imports, the railway and other 
important details of the scheme. 

SYNOD ACT. 

Hon, Mr, SANBORN moved the suspen- 
sion of the 60th rule in relation to the 
New Brunswick Synod Act. 

Carried. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 

In pursuance of the order of the day, 

The House went into Committee on the 
Bill to prevent corrupt practices in con- 
nection with the collection of the revenue, 

Hon. Mr, WILSON in the chair. 

Committee rose and reported Bill with 
amendment, 

Third reading ordered for to-morrow. 

The House then adjourned. 
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Tuxspay, March 21, 1871. 


RETURNS. 

After routine. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY presented returns 
respecting the imports and exports of 
British Columbia. 

Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN brought down 
returns relative to the bridge over the La- 
chine Canal at Montreal. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented a state- 
ment of the expenditures on account of & 
Marine Police for 1870. 


The 


BANK INCORPORATION. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN introduced a Bill to 
incorporate the Farmers’ Bank. 

Mr. WORKMAN introduced an Act to 
incorporate the Metropolitan Bank. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Bill (No. 
32) An Act to establish one uniform cur- 
rency for the Dominion of Canada, was read 
a third time. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of Bill No. 54, an Act to in- 
demnify the members of the Executive 
Government and others for the unayoid- 
able expenditure of public money, in ex- 
cess of the Parliamentary grant, incurred 
in repelling the threatened invasion of the 
Fenians in 1870. 

Mr. BAKER said at this stage of the Bill 
it might appear out of place to make any 
observations with respect to it, but he 
could not let the opportunity pass by 
witoout paying a liberal meed of praise to 
the Government for their prompt action 
in the emergency, and to the gallantry of 
the Volunteers in repelling the invaders. 
He spoke ofthe harmony which existed 
amongst the Volunteers throughout the 
entire trouble, and said the passage of this 
Bull without opposition was a just tribute 
to the Governmant for their patriotiz en- 
ergetic conduct. (Cheers.) 
read a third time. 
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INLAND REVENUE. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the reception 
of the report of the Committee of the 
Whole on the following resolutions : 

1. Thatit is expedient to amend section 
7, of the Inland Revenue Act, 1868, 31 
Vic., c. 50, by providing that, parafine wax 
in a solid state, greese for lubricating pur- 
poses and being fluid, lubricating oil made 
from crude petroleum without being sub- 
jected to any process of distillation, tar and 
other refuse removed from the still without 
passing through the worm or condenser, 
and any article produced from such tar or 
refuse without further process of distilla- 
tion, shall be exempt from any duty of 
excise. 

2. That it is expedient to amend section 
29, of the Act 33 Vic. cap. 3, (To establish 
and provide for the Province of Manitoba), 
by authorising the Governor in Council to 
reduce any or all of the duties of excise, 
payable on the said Province during the 
period of three years from the passing of 
the said Act, under provisions of the laws 
of Canada respecting Inland Revenue, 
which he may see fit to declare applicable 
to the said Province, to such rates as he 
may deem expedient in view of the duties 
of customs payable during that period on 
like articles imported into the said Pro- 
vince, 

The motion was carried anda Bill found. 


Hon, Mr. Dunkin. 


(COMMONS. 


The Bill was. 
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ed on the resolutions was introduced and 
read a first time. 
€ SUPPLIKS. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the recep- 
tion of the Reports of the Committee of 
Supply. The items under the head of 
“Civil Government,’’ ‘Administration of 
Justice,’’ ‘Police,’”’ “Legislation,’’ (includ- 
ing Senate, House of Commons, and miscel- 
laneous) ‘‘Marine Hospitals,’’ ‘Pensions,’ 
‘‘New Militia Pension,’’ and ‘Compensa- 
tion to Pensioners,’’ were received without 
discussion. 

On the item of $10,000 subsidy for 
steam communication between Halifax 
and St. John via Yarmouth, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON repeated the objec- 
tion which he had made to it in Committee 
ofSupply. He did not approve of subsi- 
dizing one steamer, thus givingit an ad- 
vantage over all competitors. 

Hon. JOSEPH HOWE said that the 
Local Government had for years been en- 
deavouring to establish this Bill. The 
country required it, and it could not be 
had without a subsidy, 

Mr. D. A. MACDONALD was opposed to 
the vote, not because it was proposed to 
expend it in Nova Scotia, but because he 
had always been opposed to the principle 
of subsidizing local steamers. 

Hon, Dr. TUPPER said he was not sur- 
prised at the manner in which this, 
as all other appropriations for Nova 
Scotia, was received by certain hon. gen- 
tlemen from Ontario in this House. When 
Nova Scotia consented to give up her 
revenue in order to enter the Confedera- 
tion, it was on condition that certain ser- 
vices borne by the Local Government 
should be chargeable to the Dominion 
Government. Hon. members opposite 
knew the difficulty to reduce the amount 
of subsidy or to base it on population, 
and how Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick pared down their expenses in 
order to make Confederation possible at 
all. Under this system, Ontario was left 
with a surplus of millions of dollars, while 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were in a 
comparatively inferior and poorer position, 
He would say to hon. gentlemen from 
Ontario who approached every appropria- 
tion for local services in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces in such a niggardly spirit that it was 
a similar spirit which had almost rent old 
Canada apart, and that they owed to Nova 
Scotia the removal of that cause of com- 
plaint and barrier to its progress. Looking 
at that fact, it ill became hon. members 
from Ontario to approach these appropria- 
tions to Nova Scotia in such an unfair 
spirit. When she had a revenue of 
her own, she provided for those local ser- 
vices, thus embracing the trade of the 
country and increasing the revenue. When 
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the representatives came to this House, 
they asked for such small assistance as 
would foster and develop that trade and 
increase the prosperity of the country. 
This Government felt that it was right 
to make such an appropriation, and in the 
first estimate, it was submitted to this 
Parliament and was granted. It was found 
to be insufficient for the purpose and 
was not expended in consequence. 
The service could now be performed for 
$10,000 and Nova Scotia asked for a re- 
vote of the unexpended sum. In order to 
have the service accomplished at all asub- 
sidy was required, and if ever there was a 
good claim for Government assistance it 
was in this case. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) said the President 
of the Council had charged the Untario 
members, very unfairly, with opposing 
every appropriation asked for by the Goy- 
ernment to be expended in Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER explained that he 
did not charge all the Ontario representa. 
tives with the injustice. It was only some 
of them in the Opposition, claiming to be 
leaders of liberal opinions, who had in 
such matters shown a most illiberal spirit, 


indeed (hear). 


Mr. JONES said he was glad to hear the 
hon. member’s explanation. He (Mr. 


Jones) was opposed to the vote because 


he did not believe in the principle of 
subsidizing steamers, whether in Nova 
Scotia, Ontario or any other part of the 
Dominion. 


_ Mr. JONES (Halifax) objected to the 


‘grounds on which the President of the 
Council had supported the vote, that it 


was due to Nova Scotia in consequence of 
He (Mr. 
Jones) advocated it as a public necessity, 
and as a measure which would aflord ac- 
commodation to the people of Nova Scotia. 
The item was one in which the people of 


the whole Dominion were interested—and 
was a simple measure of justice. j 


Mr. LAWSON, referring to the remarks 
of the President of the Council maintain- 
ed that Ontario owed nothing more to 
Nova Scotia than it did to other Provinces. 
As long as Nova Scotia only required jus- 
tice, they would get it, which they could 
not otherwise obtain, and on the ground 


-of justice, he should vote for the grant. 


Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) thought the Pre- 
sident of the Council had failed in his en- 


-deavour to fasten on the members of the 


Opposition a desire to deal unjustly with 
Nova Scotia. The proposal was to grant a 
subsidy to a vessel engaged in the coast- 
ing trade of Nova Scotia, and not to grant 
any portion to the vessel connecting with 
New Brunswick. 


440 
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Hon. Mr. HOWE said the money was to 
be placed at the disposal of the Postmas: 
ter General to enable him to complete the 
communication between the two Provinces, 
including the Western parts of the South- 
ern shore. 

Mr. MILLS referred to the understand- 
ing which he said existed at the com-— 
mencement of Confederation to encourage 
the various Provinces to rely on their own 
resources for local improvements, and to 
confine to the Dominion Government 
those great works that were of national 
importance. The work in question was 
purely local. He considered that before 
Government aid could be asked, it was 
necessary to shew that there was a neces- 
sity for such aid, which certainly had not 
yet been done. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said he would not go 
into the question of locality, but would 
treat the matter entirely on its merits, and 
on the principle it involved. The consti- 
tution itself provided that lines of steam- 
ships, &c., connecting the different Pro- 
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|} Vinces should come within the power of 
| the Dominion. 


The same principle had 
been recognized by every Province before 
Confederation, and he instanced cases in 
which similar lines had been aided by 
each Province concerned. ‘ihe present 
line of communication had been assisted 
by the Local Government before Confed- 
eration, but since then it had been con- 
sidered that the Dominion Government 
was the proper party to afford that aid. 
Therefore as the principle had been re- 
cognized for twenty years, and was clearly 
laid down in the constitution, the vote 
could not be opposed on that account. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether fixed 
rates would be insisted on in this case. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that would be a 
matter for consideration. 


Mr. MILLS referred to the clause of the 
constitution providing that lines of steam- 
ships, &c., not connecting one Province 
with another were to be dealt with by the 
Local Governments, and stated that the 
connection with St. John had simply been 
tacked on to bring the matter within the 
rule of the Dominion Government. 

Mr, McDONALD (Lunenburg) - said 
that the fact of hon. gentlemen closing 
their eyes to the necessity of this work 
did not do away with the necessity. It 
was quite clear that the money was to be 
voted for a steam service between Halifax 
and St. John, touching at intermediate 
points, and whether that service was per— 
formed by one boat or more was of no 
consequence. It had been stated that one 
portion of the line was already provided 
for, but of what use was that until the 
other part was provided for, and to do this 
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the aid of the Dominion Government was 
necessary. The principle was recognized 
by all the Provinces and could not be 
‘questioned. There was equally little room 
for disputing the fact of the service being 
interprovincial. He had heard a good 
deal lately of the hon. gentlemen on that 
side of the House of treating such votes 
on their merits, and many professions had 
been made by them ef good will to the 
Maritime Provinces, but he thought it 
unfortunate that their good will ended 
in theory without ever extending into 
practice, for whenever a proposal came 
before the House having for its object the 
advantage of the Lower Provinces, unless 
the people of the larger Province were to 
receive some direct and tangible benefit, 
nothing was heard of the sympathy of 
those gentlemen. The people of Nova 
Scotia were beginning to understand that 
kind of sympathy well, and to estimate 
it attits proper value, for whenever sectional 
feelings had been introduced into any dis- 
cussion he believed it could invariably be 
traced to the members of tne Opposition 
from Ontario. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that there was 
something else that the people of Nova 
Scotia would soon begin to understand, 
besides what had been referred to by the 
hon. member for Lunenburg, they would 
begin to appreciate at its true value the 
apostacy of the representatives whom they 
had sent for a particular purpose, but who 
had become the most supple tools of the 
Government. 

Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) — To 
whom does the hon. gentleman reter ? 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON—He referred to a 
number of the members of Nova Scotia, 
and notably to the hon. member for Lunen- 
burg, and the position he now occupied, 
as compared with the position he occupied 
three years ago. He then came to that 
House and tried to secure the sympathy 
and assistance of the Opposition, which he 
had now denounced and misrepresented. 
The people of NovasScotia would learn 
how to appreciate those members who 
were sent up in opposition to the Govern- 
ment of which they were to-day the most 
Obedient and the most thorough-paced 


supporters, and who were no doubt made | 


such by similar votes to the very one now 
before the House. . 
Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) would 
have called the hon. gentleman to order, 
had he not desired that he should con- 
clude, so that he (Mr. McDONALD) might 
reply on the spot. The honourable mem- 
ber had entirely misrepresented the posi- 
tion in which he stood when he first en- 
tered the House, and his present position. 
He had never occupied the position as. 


cribed to him, and the hon. member for | 


Mr. McDonald. 


[COMMONS] 


made by that ‘hon. “gentleman. 


“Nova Scotia. 
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Chateauguay in the statement he had 
made, had gone beyond the rules of the 
House in stating what was utterly without 
foundation. He (Mr. McDONALD) held 
documents which would disprove in the 
clearest way, the slanderous statements 
‘When 
sent by his constituents to that house, ‘he 
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was sent, not to take the position ascribed 
-to him, but’ to use his' best efforts to pro- 
cure a repeal. of the Union with Canada, 


and, failing that, to procure such a modi- 


‘fication of the scheme of Confederation as 


would make it more equitable and jast to 
Such was the written record 
on which he stood, and he would ask the 
hon. member for Chateauguay whether 
there was in that anything inconsistent 
with his present position. In the first 
session he felt that he could not take 
sides with either party until the question 
of repeal was fairly tried out, and when it 
was found that repeal could not be obtain- 
ed, and that the gentlemen forming the 
Opposition, equally with the supporters of 
the Government, were determined that 
Nova Scotia should not leave the Union, 
and that England also decided that the 
Union should be maintained, it was then 
his duty and that of the other representa- 
tives of Nova Scotia to decide with which 
party they should associate themselves, 
which party was actuated by the highest 
motives, and governed by the truest prin- 
ciples, and exhibited the best inclinations 
to promote the interests of the country, 
and it did not take them very long to 
decide, for when they found a disposition 
on the part of the Government to listen 
to any reasonable and just proposition, 
and on the other side a carping, sectional, 
illiberal opposition, that never looked at 
anything, but from an Ontario point of 
view, they at once saw that they were not 
justified in associating themselves with 
that Opposition. When, therefore, the 
hon. gentleman from Chateauguay next 
tried to attack him, let him be sure that 
he did not substitute fiction for fact, and 
let him be quite sure that his own record 
was such as would bear investigation. 

Dr. FORBES (Queen’s, N. 8.) spoke of 
the isolated position of his constituency, 
and the other portions of the Province to 
be benefited by the proposed line of com- 
munication and maintained the necessity 
of the vote. Their only means of com- 
munication at present were old fashioned 
sailing boats, and as the undertaking was 
most certainly interprovincial in its cha- 
racter, it was only just that the Dominion 
Government should grant a subsidy. 

Hon. Mr. BULTON (Charlotte) said that 
as the Government had decided that a 
steamer traversing the coasts of a Pro- 
vince, but connecting with another vessel 
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_ which proceeded to another Province, was 


entitled to a Government subsidy, he had 


submitted to the Council a petition fora 
‘subsidy for a similar undertaking in New 
Brunswick, and he should not therefore 


Oppose the item ‘under discussion, but 


‘should expect similar treatment for the 


case he had submitted. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought they were 


entitled to hear something from the Mi- 


nister of Finance on the ‘subject. 


_ Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER said that no 
doubt the Finance Minister would be very 
willing to express himself on the subject, 


but before he. did so, he (Sir Geo. E. Car- 


tier) would like to say a few words in 
reference to what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Chateauguay. Every one 
acknowledged that in matters concerning 
the rules of the House, that hon.. gentle- 


Man was somewhat of an authority, but he 
Gir Geos E, Cartier) thought he should not 


limit himself to the theory, but should 
conform to.the rulesin practice. His hon. 
friend had risen from his seat, and with 


great warmth had said that Nova Scotia 


would know how toappreciate the political 


_apostacy of the hon. member for Lunen- 


burg and others of her representatives. 
The member for Lunenburg had very. pro- 
perly replied to that charge, but he (Sir 
George E.) desired to. remind the hon.. gen- 
tleman from Chateauguay that he should 
be the last to call any member an apos- 
tate. He then referred to the time when 
they were both ardent supporters of the 
Baldwin-Lafontaine Government, when all 
of a sudden the member for Chateauguay 


had (he did not like to say apostacised)’ 


left that Government. He thought the 


hon. gentleman should look back on. his 


own past before making a charge of this 
kind. As to the position of the represen- 
tatives of Nova Scotia, it was true that 
the majority had at first come to seek re- 


peal, or, failing that, to obtain better 


terms. The measure passed by the Par- 
liament of Canada, however, had satisfied 
them, and the majority now supported the 
Government. He then referred to the 
elections at Colchester, Cumberland, 
Hants, and Kings, and also to the election 
for the Local Legislature at Halifax, as 
showing how completely the different con- 


‘stituencies had justified the position taken 


by their representatives. He trusted the 
hon, member for Chateauguay would see 
that he had gone out of his way in calling 
any of these gentlemen political apostates. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON referred to the 
counter-charge brought against him, and 
maintained that in not continuing to sup- 
port the Baldwin-Lafontaine Government, 
he could in no degree be charged with 
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political apostacy. When, in 1854, there 
had been a rupture in the ranks of the 
Liberal party of Lower Canada, ‘he had 
followed his usual instincts in taking his 
stand with the more advanced wing of the 
party, and had continued to act-with that. 
party ever since. 

Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the reason he had not spoken was that he 
thought there had been quite enough dis- 
cussion, but nov from ‘any hesitation to 
defend the estimates. He could say dis- 
tinctly that he had never been opposed to 
the principle of granting subsidies. He’ 
might have objected in mdividual cases, 
but never to the principle. He under- 
stood the hon. member for Chateauguay 
to describe the Baldwin ‘and Lafontaine 
Ministry, as reactionary at the later period 
referred to The Government that suc- 
ceeded them were more advanced ‘on 
questions in which that gentleman took a 
special ‘interest, such as the Clergy Re— 
serves, than their predecessors. He‘be- 
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lieved, the. general impression as to that 


Ministry was, that they showed a tendency 
to progress in a manner perhaps agreeable 
to the member for Chateauguay, but not 
in a manner consistent ‘with sound consti- 
tional principles. He was prepared to de- 
fend this item under consideration. 

Mr. JONES, of Halifax, referred to 
statements of previous speakers, including 
the President of the Council, who had 
stated he had been returned to support 
the (government by nearly as large a ma- 
jority as in 1867. When the result of the 
Halifax election was ascertained, the par- 
tizanship and irregularities were found so. 
startling as to demand the attention of a 
Committee of this House. He believed 
the upshot would be a gain to his party. 
When they looked at the whole situatior, 
and the recent elections in Nova Scotia, 
they would perceive the people might 
have, to some extent, become demoralisc 1 
or indifferent to public questions, but that 
the same feeling has ever existed; and. 
if there was to-day an opportunity of secur- 
ing release from the present connection, 
they would a3 unanimously as in 1867, vote 
for that deliverance. (Hear, hear, and 
counter cheers.) But it was because they 
believed there was no outlet, they appear- 
ed divided, and because expectatioas in 
regard to some had been disappointed, 
that distrust had arisen. 

The SPEAKER said he must call the at- 
tention of the member for Halifax to the 
fact that he was out of order, 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he hoped the 
member for Halitax would be allowed to 
proceed as after the statements he had 
made he could allow his speech to go un- 
answered. 
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Hon. Dr. BLANCHET movedan adjourn- 
ment. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was obliged | 


to his hon. friend for affording him the 
opportunity on the instant to reply to the 
gross misstatements of the hon, member 
for Halifax, as they were calculated, as he 
believed they were intended, to injure the 
country where the member who had made 
them was not known. The member for 
Halifax notwithstanding all that had taken 
place, had had the audacity to declare that 
the hostility of Nova Scotia to the Union 
was.as great at this moment as in 1867. 
He had ventured the assertion that he 
(Dr. Tupper) had secured his election by 
a speech on nomination day, pledging pay- 
ment to Kailway claims, although he well 
knew that for a month previous to that 
speech, all the efforts of the member for 
Halifax and those who acted with him, 
were fruitless to get up an opposition. 
He could tell the hon. member that it 
was not because he endorsed the written 
pinion of over eighty of the independent 
‘members on both sides of that House, 
respecting the payment of those claims 
that Cumberland, one. of the most intel- 
ligen: counties in Nova Scotia, had by ac- 
clamation returned him to his seat in the 
Government, and in that House. No man 
had contributed more to the change of 
sentiment in Nova Scotia than the mem- 
ber for Halifax, who, at a public meeting, 
called by the citizens of that city for the 
purpose of arranging a fitting reception to 
the Queen’s representative, declared that 
<¢when the British flag was handed down 
on the Citadel Hill, he would take off his 
‘hat andcheer.”’ It is too late for the hon. 
member to deny his utterances in the 
presence of hundreds of witnesses—utter- 
ances so disloyal that the venerable 
Judges of the Superior Court were com- 
pelled with disgust to leave the room. 
It was when the people of Nova Scotia 
found that disloyal and annexationist de- 
signs animated the member for Halifax, 
and that his hostility to union was caused 
by his determination to overthrow British 
Institutions, that all parties and classes 
had united to sustain the policy by de- 
voting their best energies to the success- 
ful working out of the great question 
of Confederation. Let us examine the 
daring misstatement of the hon. member 
for Halifax in the light of facts which are 
mow matter of history. 
friend the Secretary of State for the Pro- 
vinces found that the union could not be 
repealed he respected the pledge which 
he and his friends had given to obtain 
the best terms they could for Nova Scotia, 
they were met in a gracious spirit by this 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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Government and Parliament, and arrange- 
ments were made which have received the 
hearty approval of that Province. When 
my hon. colleague asked the approval of 
his constituents. of the course he had con- 
sidered it his duty to take, the county of 
Hants returned him to the seat he had 
occupied in this Government by an over- 
wheiming majority, although the member 
for Halifax had hounded.him all over the 
county at an inclement season of the year 
in the hope that his greater physical vi- 
gour would destroy my hon. colleague, 
Next came the county of Colchester, 
where Mr. Archibald, one of the Union 
delegates who had in 1867, been defeated 
by a majority of 400 was returned by a 
majority nearly as great as an ardent sup- 
porter of the Unionand of thisGovernment, 
and when he was called to fill the high 
office of Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba, 
the present member defeated an anti- 
unionist candidate, one of the local mem- 
bers for that county of the Jonés annexa- 
tionist stamp, by an immense majority. 
In Cumberland, where at the election of 
1867, I had great difficulty to secure a seat 
at all, all parties united in returning me 
last summer by acclamation as a member 
of this Government. The hon. member 
who now so ably represents the county 
of Kings has told you from his place in 
this House that he comes here engaged 
to work for the good of the country. 
At the recent election in Halifax the 
hon. member put it broadly to the 
eiectors that the issue was Union and that 
if they elected our friend Mr. Hill it 
would prove their confidence in Mr. Howe 
and myself, yet, notwithstanding the most 
determined exertions of the member for 
Halifax the constituency who had defeated 
Mr, Hill by hundreds three years ago, 
elected him as their representative. Had 
the hon. member for Halifax the spirit for 
which I gave him credit he would have 
placed his seat in their hands the moment 
he was thus told by them who had sent 
him there that they no longer required his 
services. ‘he member for Halifax claimed 
credit for the saving of public money he 
had effected by absenting himself from 
this House for two sessions, and was told 
by the people of Halifax that they agreed 
with him that his services were not worth 
the money, and that the sooner he gave 
his constituents an opportunity of being 
properly represented the more gratified 
they would feel. Instead, however, of 
bowing to the verdict of his constituents 
the hon. member comes here after} being 


told that he was not wanted, and asif to — 


urge himself upon them joins in a vote of 
want of confidence moved by an hon. 


: 
‘ 
d 


member who specially denounced the ap- — 


— ee 
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propriation of one hundred and fifty thou- 


_ sand dollars to extend the railway into the 


heart of the city of Halifax. In con- 
clusion he (Dr. Tupper) said he would 
not have noticed the remarks of the hon. 
gentleman who so misrepresented the 
people of Nova Scotia, had he not felt 
satisfied that his attempt to deny the fact 
that Nova Scotia was now prepared to 
heartily co-operate with all the other por- 
tions of this Dominion in building up a 
great and prosperous Confederation, had 
been deliberately made with a view to in- 
flict a deep injury upon their own country 
at @ critical and important period. 

Mr. JONES replied that the hon. gentle- 
man’s eloquence was designed to carry 
people’s attention from the fact that he 
could not defend the present item, or his 
proved incapacity in forming this union 
with Canada. He had been obliged to con- 
fess in this House that he had been so un- 
equal to the position he occupied, and 
knew so _ little about the circumstances, 
wants and position of Nova Scotia—about 
the public accounts—that he had allowed 
the delegates from the other provinces to 


_ make a bargain that had placed the reve- 


nue of the country entirely in their hands, 
and given them large surpluses, whilst his 


countrymen were left in a condition of ' 


bankruptcy. He challenged that 
Minister to go down there and 
make thatspeech. His first scheme left 


- Nova Scotia with $400,000 less than she 


received to-day; and if anything was 
wanted to prove his incapacity, his own 
speech had furnished it [hear, hear]. He 
had misrepresented his speech at Halifax 


‘In regard to the welcome of the Governor 


General. (The hon. gentleman here read 
an extract of his speech touching His Ex- 
cellency’s remark, as to the future of Cana- 
da, to the effect that if Britain desired us 
to assume an independent position, desir- 
ed to withdraw her troops and haul. down 
her flag, he had enough confidence in the 
people to feel sure they would accept that 
policy cheerfully, and in so doing they 
would receive his candid acquiescence.) 
Was there treason in these remarks 
(cheers)? Instead of his being an annexa- 
tionist, as charged, he had, when the re- 
vulsion of feeling following the defeat 
of the efforts at repeal took place in Nova 
Scotia, day after day resisted the 
appeals of his friends to adopt that policy 
[hear, hear]. He therefore hurled back 
that accusation, which was as unfounded 
as the ‘others levelled at him. As to the 
observation that, since the election of Mr. 
Garvie for Halifax county, he should re- 
sign his seat, as condemned by the people. 
Did the member for Cumberland resign 
his seat in 1867, when a Repealer was 
elected side by side with him [cheers)? 
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No; he came here and afterwards went on 
a Government mission. He was not afraid 
to meet that gentleman in Nova Scotia on 
every Occasion, because it was known he 
went into politics for principle. and endea- 
vored to act consistently with his own con- 
victions and the feelings of his constitu- 
ents. Ifhe had known how to discharge 
his duty, to Nova Scotia no grievances 
would have arisen, and the Province would 
have stood in a very different position 
[cheers]. He believed that, if it were pos- 


Supplies. 


sible to relieve Nova Scotia from the 


Union, as large a vote for repeal could be 
secured to-day as was obtained in 1867. 


The motion for adjournment was with- 
drawn, and it being six o’clock the House 
rose, 


AFTER RECESS. 


Concurrence in the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Supply was resumed. 

The remaining items under the head of 
“Ocean and River Steam Packet Service,” 
were carried. 

On the item $5000 for Meteorological 
Observatories including instruments, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER explained that the 
object of the grant was to obtain correct 
reports of meteorological changes, in order 
to apply them to practical use. 


Mr. MILLS believed that this work could 
better be done by scientific men than by 
Government. The Ministers should also 
furnish details as to how the money was to 
be expended. 


After some further discussion the 1tem 
with all others under the head of ‘“Geolo- 
gical Survey and Observatories’? was car- 
ried. 

On the items under the head of “Arts, 
Agriculture and Statistics,” 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved that the item 
of $360,000 for taking the census be re- 
duced to $260,000.—Carried. 


The items under the head of “Immigra- 
tion and Quarantine’’ were carried. 

The following items were carried without 
discussion ; ° ‘ Penitentiaries,’’ ““ Light- 
house and coast service,” ‘ Fisheries.” 

In reply to Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL, 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that the $70,000 
for giving additional protection to the 
Fisheries, would not be expended if the 
Joint High Commission should be able to 
settle the fisheries difficulty satisfactorily. 

Votes for ‘Culling Timber,” ‘ Steam 
boat Inspection,’”’ ‘‘ Indians ”’ and several 
items under the head of ‘ Miscellaneous ”’ 
were carried without discussion. 

On the item of $50,000 for one half of 
the British share of the expenditure in 
reference to the surveys of the boundary 
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line between Canada and the United 
States, 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL wished to 


know if any portion of that sum was to be 
devoted to determining the boundary 
between Ontario and Manitoba. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said there 
was a clause in the Manitoba Act now 
before the,Imperial Government by which, 
at any time difficulty should arise between 


the two Provinces the line could be sur- | 


veyed. 
Mr. BLAKE said that the 
Legislature of Ontario had _ voted 


$15,000 with the expectation that the 
Dominion Government would also vote a 
sum for the same purpose. He recom- 
mended the Finance Minister to place 
such a vote in the supplementary esti- 
mates. 

After some further discussion the item 
was carried. 

On the item, $400,000, for opening up 
communication with the North West, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the esti- 
mate for military expenses should be kept 
separate from the grant for opening up 
communication with Manitoba. It was 
hardly fair to ask the House to vote this 
large sum en bloc. It was irregular, to say 
the least. Last year it was advisable under 
the exceptional circumstances, but there 
was no excuse for it this year. ¥ 

Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said if the 
House desired it he would bring down de- 
tails of the military expenses. 

The item was carried. 

On the item of $68,812.75 to provide for 
the collection of Customs in the Province 
of New Brunswick, 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN called attention to 
the increase in the amount of the estimate 
over the vote of last year. He observed 
that fhe increase was principally in the 
Port of St. John. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said this was an 
annual complaint of the hon. member for 
Gloucester. 


Hon, Mr. ANGLIN—So is the increase. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the increase had 
been caused by the improved system of 
collection which had been adopted. ‘The 
change.had been made in the interests of 
commercial men and the public generally. 
He mentioned the particular instances in 
which increase had been made. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON preferred the 
annual oftering of the member for Glouces- 
ter rather than that of the Minister of 
Customs. He referred to the increase at 
the Port of St. Johns, amounting to $7,000. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY explained that a num- 
ber of officers had been added to the per- 


Hlon. Mr. Dunkin. 
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manent list in order to bring them under 
the Civil Service Act--who had not been 
included in last years estimate. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN maintained that, ad- 
mitting what had been said, the expendi- 
ture now was much larger than it had been 
formerly, although the revenue collected 
was smaller. lle referred to the acqui-i- 
tion of a Custom House at St. John, not- 
withstanding which the amount expended 
for rent was as large as formerly. Since 
lst July 1867 the expenditure had increas- 
ed fifty per cent. 

Mr. BOLTON (Charlotte) did not think 
the increase had been explained away. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that on examin- 
ation it would be found that the most rigid 
economy had been exercised in the mat- 
ter. 

Mr. WORKMAN (Montreal) thought 
that instead of grumbling at increases, 
there ought rather to be a still larger ex- 
penditure, for he knew of many instances 
in Montreal in which the officers received 
the most inadequate remuneration. 


Mr. MILLS (Bothwell) referred to the 
change made to bring officers within the 
compass of the Civil Service Act. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY had intended to car- 
ry the Superannuation Act. The officers 
had previously received a daily part, but 
were now included at an annual salary. 


Hon, Mr. HOWE spoke of the inade- 
quate salaries paid to public servants 
generally, and referred particularly to the 
Chief Customs Official at Halifax. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that the average 
salary to be paid to Collectors amounted 
to $369. 


There had been a vast increase of 
work which required increased expendi- 
ture. 


Mr. OLIVER asked an explanation of 
the opening of three new ports of Entry 
in Ontario. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the expense of 
collection in Ontario had been reduced, 
and he was not aware of any new ofli- 
ces. 

Items for Customs carried. 
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INLAND REVENUE ITEMS. 


Mr. HOLTON asked for full and particu- 
lar explanation of the enormous increase 
be bee ember as compared with the year 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the amount 
asked was very small, considering the ser- 
vice performed, and its peculiar character, 
and great variety. ‘The work had increased 
excessively. He compared the amount 
collected and the amount expended for 
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the years since Confederation. 
mitted that there were few Government 
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services performed at so low an expense— 
and the salaries paid were exceedingly in- 
adequate. The expenditure had increased 
in propertion to the work done. 


Hon, Mr. HOLTON had hoped that the 
Minister of Inland Revenue, would have 
descended from generalities 1o particulars 
of facts and figures. All he had said was 
that the work was increasing, but no state- 
ment of figures was vouchsafed, 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that while the 
Revenue had increased twenty per cent., 
the cost ofcollection had increased seventy 
per cent. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought 
the statement made ought to be satisfac- 
tory. Full particulars of the whole mat- 
ter were before the House. 

Items passed. 


POST OFFICE ITEMS. 


Mr. OLIVER referred to the salaries 


_ paid to Postmasters, which he considered 


excessive. 
Items carried. 


PUBLIC WORKS ITEMS. 


Mr. BOLTON (Charlotte) referred to the 
amount asked for the Nova Scotia rail- 
ways, which was more than the whole 
amount earned the year before. The 
railways seemed to be sinking money every 
year. 

‘Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN was glad to be 
able to supply the information asked for. 
He compared the amounts received and 
and expended on account of the railways of 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The 
reason why the Nova Scotia railways cost 
more for maintenance than those of New 
Brunswick was that there was a greater 
length of line in operation, and conse- 
quently a greater amount of work. He 
gave particulars of the length of line in 
operation, and the miles run by locomo- 
tives and cars, and the cost of maintenance 


‘of way. A great reason of the larger ex: 


penditure required by the Nova Scotia 
railways was the large amount required for 
renewal. He read a report of the Chief 
Engineer of the Intercolonial Railway to 
the effect that the construction of the 
Nova Scotia railways had been in the first 
instance very defective, and that the work 
was of amuch more difficult nature than 
in the case of the railways in New Brunswick, 
This would explain the large expenditure 
on the Nova Scotia railways. 

M. BOLTON thought there had never 
been a more extraordinary excuse for the 
expenditure of money. The present dif- 
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ference of length was five miles, while 
the difference of expenditure acording to 
the estimates was $100,000. The Minister 
of Public Works had not explained the 
necessity for increasing the estimates for 
working expenses. There had been aloss 
of over $30,000 on the roads during the 
last year. 


Hon, Mr. HOWE said every one knew 
how much eaiser the New Brunswick 
lines were of construction than those of 
Nova Scotia. The Nova Scotia Railways 
had also been longer in operation than 
those of New Brunswick. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON did not speak of the 
cost of construction, but the working 
expenses—which had absorbed the gross 
earnings. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN thought the expla- 
nation of the Minister of Public Works 
rfleected very strongly on those who had 
charge of the construction of the Nova 
Scotia Railway. The question, however, 
was on the working expenses, and the 
accounts showed that a loss had occurred 
last year of $32,000. He hoped if this was 
not correct, the Minister of Public Works 
would lay the real state of the case before 
the public. 

Mr. McDONALD (Glengary) spoke of 
the wretchedly bad construction of a por- 
tion of the road in Nova Scotia, and anti- 
cipated a large yearly expenditure to keep 
the road inorder. The rolling stock also 
required repair. 

Items carried., and the resolutions were 
reported. 

Items for Minor Revenues carried. 
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OAKVILLE HARBOUR. 


On motion of Sir F. HINCKS the House 
went into Committee to consider a Reso- 
lution declaring it expedient to~authorise 
the Governor in Council to sell, on such 
terms as may seem fit, Oakville Harbor 
with the tolls and all the rights and privi- 
leges thereunto appertaining. 

Resolution concurried in,report received, 
resolution read a second time, a Bill intro- 
duced—to be read a second time to-mor 


row. 
INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS the House went into Committee 
to consider a resolution declaring it expe- 
dient to amend the Acts respecting Insur- 
ance Companies. 

Resolution adopted, report received and 
Bill introduced, to be read asecond time 
to-morrow. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER gave notice gs 


¢ 
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that he would introduce the Bill for the PORT WARDEN, QUEBEC. 


pave of British Columbia on Friday Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 

: . the House go into Committee of the Whole 
The House eer Os on Friday next, to consider certain resolu. 
tions providing for the appointment of a 
Port Warden, for the Harbour of Quebec, 
&c. He explained that he wished to give 
to the city of Quebec, a system similar to 
that which now prevailed in Montreal, and 
which had been found to work exceedingly 
well. 

The motion was carried, 


THE SENATE. 


Wepyespay, March 22, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o’clock. 


ADJOURNMENT. BANK OF UPPER CANADA. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
on Friday next, the House be resolved 
into Committee of the Whole, to amend 
the Act providing for the settlement of the 
affairs of the Bank of Upper Canada. He 
explained that the object of this measure 
was to give the Government power to 
make advances from the Consolidated 
Fund, on most undoubted securities, viz. : 
mortgages at seven per cent. interest, to 
enable them to pay off a small number of 
creditors of the Bank. He would give 
further explanations on moving the House 
into Committee. 

The motion was carried. 


Immediately on the doors being opened, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said—Before the 
House proceeds to business I desire to refer 
to a painful circumstance which I am sure 
everyone is already aware of,that avery se- 
vere affliction has overtaken the Speaker of 
this House and his family. Iam confident 
I express the sympathy which prevails in 
the minds of every hon. gentleman pres- 
ent, and I think we should offer the Spea- 
ker every opportunity of uniting with his 
family in paying that tribute of respect 
which he must wish to pay under the cir. 
cumstances. Before making the motion 
I intend to offer, I beg to inform hon. gen- 
tlemen that I have made myself acquaint- 
ed with the fact that the public business 
will not suffer bya short adjournment 
I have learned that no measures of impor- 
tance are likely to come up between to- 
day and the time I propose that the House 
shall adjourn to. Such being the case, 1 
trust that the Senate will agree to the 
motion which I now make, that when the 
House adjourns to day it do stand ad- 
journed until Tuesday evening next at 
half past seven o’clock, 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE gr. JUST 
seconded the motion, and said that the 
speaker had assuredly the sympathy of the 
House in his sad bereavement. 


The House then adjourned on motion of 
Hon. Mr. Campbell, 


LOAN WITH IMPERIAL QUARANTER. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House do on Friday next go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole to consider the follow- 
ing Resolution: 

‘‘That it is expedient to provide, that 
the loan of ome million four hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, or three hundred 
thousand pounds sterling, raised in Eng- 
land, with the guarantee of the Imperial 
Government for the payment of the inter- 
est thereon, under the authority of the 


the purpose of paying a like sum to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, for the purposes 
set forth in the said Act,—be made the 
next charge on the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of Canada, after any charge thereon 
created or to be created thereon, under 
the Act of Canada passed in the 31st year 
of Her Majesty’s Reign, Chapter 41, for any 
loan for fortifications; and that further 
provision be made with respect to the loan 
first above mentioned in conformity to the 
requirements of the Act of the Imperial 
Parliament. 32 and 33 Vic. Cap. 101, under 
which the guarantee of the Imperial Goy- 
ernment was given for the payment of the 
interest on the said loan. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the money 
had been raised. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
practically out of the hands of the Imperial 
Government and this Parliament was re- 
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VOTE BY BALLOT. 


After routine 
Mr. TREMBLAY introduced a Bill to 
provide for voting by ballot. 


SUN INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Mr, WORKMAN introduced a Bill to 
amend the Act of Incorporation of the 
Sun Insurance Company of Montreal. 


The Speaker, 


: 


Act of Canada, 32 and 33 Vic., Cap. alg 8 ee 


Ne — Se a eS 


585 Customs 


quired to pass an Act, to bring it under 


the Consolidated Fund of Canada. 
The motion was carried. 


PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


Mr. HARRISON presented a petition 
from Mr. Waddington and others, respect- 
ing the construction of a Pacific Railway. 


CUSTOMS ACT. 


The Act to amend the Act relating to 
duties of Customs was read a second time 
and passed through Committee of the 
Whole. 

On the motion for a third reading of the 
Bill to-morrow, 


Bon. Mr. HOLTON moved in amend- 


F ment that the Bill be referred back t9 


i 
; 
: 


Committee of the Whole forthwith, for the 
purpose of so amending the same as to 
repeal the duties on coal, coke, flour and 
wheat. 


Hon. sir F. HINCKS said this was a most 
inopportune time to bring up this motion 
while the Joint High Commission was in 
session. Of course it was impossible to 
say what that body was discussing, but it 
was highly probable that they were dealing 
with this question. He hoped, therefore, 
that this motion would not be pressed 
until the result of the Commission should 
be made known. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was evident’ 
that the Government had given up the 
measure on its merits, and could only 
plead for delay. The question was whether 
in the light of the past it was advisable to 
retain these duties or not. He believed 
that no good reason could be urged for 

\ the tax, and he therefore would press his 
motion. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS wished to explain 
that his only reason for not discussing the 
question on its merits was because he con- 
sidered that it was quite unnecessary and 
wholly out of place to do so just at 
present. 


Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said these 

duties had already conferred great benefits 

. on Canada, especially on Nova Scotia and 
Ontario. The Joint High Commission was 
no doubt discussing this as well as other 
questions affecting this country, and this 
country could afford to wait a while before 
repealing this duty. Already the United 
States Government had repealed their 
duty on coal. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that they were 
induced to do so, through no action on 
the part of the Dominion, but simply be- 
cause they wished to repeal an absurd 
duty. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said never- 
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theless the action of the Dominion Govern. 
ment had been referred to in the debate 
in Congress, although he did not suppose 
that if had influenced the American Gov- 
ernment to any extent. 

Mr. WORKMAN said this duty had 
caused a great deal of trouble and had 
brought no commensurate return tothe 
country. He did not approve of giving so 
much power to the Government. It was 


“a dangerous power to give to them, and 


might be used for dangerous purposes: 
Let Parliament deal with the question in 
the usual way. He referred to the action 
of the American Government in remitting 
the duty on coal, and said 1t was absurd to 
suppose that any action of our Govern- 
ment had influenced them to do so. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that the North- 
ern ‘lransportation Co. had addressed the 
Canadian Government asktng them why 
they had placed this oppressive duty on 
their vessels. The answer return- 
ed was that Canada had placed no higher 


duties on American products than the 


United States had on those from Canada. 


Similar. communications had been read 
from other American companies, and the 
fact was that it had brought our neighbors 


to see that it was necessary to treit Cana- 


da liberally if they would themselves be 
dealt with in a similar manner. 


Mr. MAGILL spoke in favour of the 


amendment and trusted that the Ministry 


would consent to the renewal of the duties 
on coal. 

Mr. BEATY was opposed to the tax 
upon coal. It could not be defended. It 


.was unjust because it was unequal in its 


operation. It pressed heavily on Ontario 
while other Provinces were not injured by 
it. He hoped it would be repealed, for he 
believed coal should be placed at the low- 
est possible price, and within the reach of 
the poor. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. OLIVER quite agreed with the hon. 
ember for East Toronto. Ihe coal tax 
as a grievous burden to Ontario, as the 
duty on flour was to the people of the 
Maritime Provinces. He hoped this tax 
on the necessaries of life would be re- 
pealed. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not think that 
too great importance could be attached to 
the injury which could not fail to arise 
from the discussion on this motion. Sull, 
he thought even greater injury might be 
brought on this country if the statements 
made during this discussion were allowed 
to pass unchallenged, When this measure 
was introduced last year, it was objected 
to on the ground that it woulc provoke 
retaliation on the part of the American 
Government. Butit had not been attend- 


-ed by any of the results that were feared 
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by hon, members opposite. He would 


/ remind those who said that the duty on 


€ 


coal in the United States had not been 
repealed through the course pursued by 
by this Government, that although efforts 
had frequently been made to remove the 


tax, it had not succeeded until 
the Canadian Government im- 
posed the duty on coal and flour. If 


the action of the American Government 
was not propter hoc, it was, at least post hoc. 
He referred to the effect of the coal tax, 
and said that the trade in coal in Nova 
‘Scotia had increased one-sixth since the 
imposition of the duty. The export to 
Ontario and Quebec had increased within 
the same period fifty per cent. The in- 
creased competition had so cheapened the 
article thatit had not added acent to the 
cost of it to the people. 


Mr. WORKMAN—Does the hon. mem- 
ber mean to say that coal is notdearer in 
Janada now than it was before ? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said it had shown 
the Pennsylvania monopolists that Canada 
was independent of them. No one could 
question the soundness of the policy 
which had by the imposition of this trivial 
tax, relieved this country from the power 
ofthe coal miners of Pennsylvania. The 
action of Congress went to prove that a 
wiser and more politic course had never 
been taken, and this had been done with: 
out, in the slightest degree, oppressing the 

eople of the Dominion. The hon. mem- 
Be . for North Oxford had undertaken to 
shew that the imposition of the duty on 
flour was of no value whatever to the 


producers of Ontario, and that at 
the same time it had largely 
increased the cost of flour in the 


Maritime Provinces. That increased cost 
had arisen from exceptional circumstances, 
however, and there had certainly been an 
amount of benefit to the producer. The 
House had decided when the duties were 


#/ imposed that the Policy was judicious. 


Referring to the protection of the Fisheries, 
that protection had in a single year foster- 
ed and stimulated two great staple inte- 
rests of the Dominion, the Fishing and the 
Shipping Interests, which had attained an 
amount of success unparallelled hitherto, 
and the fishermen had been enabled, not- 
withstanding the enormous duties imposed 
by the United States, to compete in the Am- 
erican markets. ‘The result had been that 
the highest executive authority in the 


United States had drawn the attentin of 


the Parliament of that country to the 
great importance to them of obtaining the 
enjoyment of the Canadian Fisheries. 
Knowing, however, the indefeasible right 
of Canada to her Fisheries, and knowing 
her determination and that of England, 


Hon, Dr, Tupper. 
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to protect*them, it was well understood by 
the Americans that they would not be able 
to gain access to the Fisheries without an 
equivalent. Of course, nothing was known 
of the action or intention of the High 
Commission at Washington, but he would 
ask the House, including those who had 
been most forward in opposing the whole 
protective policy from its initiation, at the 
present crisis, and in view of the possible 
action of the High Commission not to do 
anything, either by disension or even dis- 
cussion that might weaken the hands of 
the representative of Canada, in obtaining 
terms which he could not obtain otherwise 
—even if it had not been proved that the 
Policy was wise and judicious, even if the 
reverse had been shown, was it just that 
the House should take away from Canada’s 
representative, the power to offer any 
return to the advantages America might 
offer to concede ? He asked that the ques- 
tion should be dealt with as it affected the 
interests of the whole Dominion, and that 
nothing should be done which might 
induce the Americans to entertain the 
mistaken impression that Canada’s future 
prosperity was dependent on the policy of 
the United States. 

Mr. WORKMAN said that anthracite 
coal must be imported from the United 
States, and consequently this duty did in- 
crease the cost of it. 


Hon. Sir A. ‘Il. GALT did not think that 
the Hon. President of the council had any 
provocation for taking the House to task 
in the manner which he had just done 
While several hon. members had spoken 
against the duty, none excepting mem- 
bers of the Government had attempted to 
say one word in favor of it. In reply to 
his hon. friends argument that this system 
would foster the coal interest in Canada, 
and give cheap fuel to the people, he 
would simply point to the effect of the 
same policy in the United States. There 
it had created such a monopoly that coal 
had been immensely increased in value, 
until at last the Government were obliged 
to repeal the duty. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—But the 
duty is higher there. 


tried, and he believed it was objectionable 
in every respect. As represented by the 


a 
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5 oe member for East Toronto, it was an 
oY eq 


ual tax, pressing heavily upon To- 
ronto, and especially upon people residing 
in cities. He did not believe it was calcu- 
lated to foster our trade. The proper way 
to do that was to enlarge our canals (hear, 
hear.) He was not opposed to the tax on 
American vessels, That was a tax on for- 
eigners, and there was no analogy between 
that and this tax on the necessaries of life. 
The duty had been given a fair trial, and 
it was now time to repeal it (hear, hear.) 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT suggested that in 
view of the events of last year, the debate 
be adjourned till half-past seven, when no 
doubt the Government would announce a 
satisfactery policy (laughter.) 


Mr. MILLS criticised the speech of the 
President of the Council, and said that the 
result of the elections this week had shown 
that this policy was not approved of in 
Ontario. . 

Hon. Col. GREY defended the duty on 
the ground that a national policy should 


| pe adopted, even though it should be 


found obnoxious to the people at the 
outset. 

Mr. COLBY did not think one year’s triay 
of this tax was sufficient, But even though 


it had been it would not be advisable to 


fe 


‘ 
; 


make any change at present. 


Hon. Mr. BLANCHET moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment, to the effect that 
the duty be removed also from salt, beans, 

alien rye, oats, Indian corn, buckwheat, 
and all grains, Indian meal, oatmeal, and 
flour of every other grain. He said that 
he had supported the Government policy 
last year, and when he returned home he 
found that he had been received in a rather 
cool manner by his constituents in conse- 
quence. He believed that the tax had 
been tried long enough to show that it 
wag Obnoxious to the people [cheers] 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON was glad that the 
hon. member had supplemented the items 
to be included in the tree list, and he would 
adopt it without hesitation. He (Mr. 
Holton) believed ,that the hon. member 
was only the exponent of the changed 
views of the Government on the subject. 
He inferred so from seeing the honourable 
gentleman conferring withthe Government 
before proposing the amendment. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the hon. mem- 
ber for Chateauguay was wrong in his 
inference, but he [Sir Francis] could say for 
the Government that if any articles of this 
description were to be admitted free, it 
should be en bloc and not a few articles 
selected by hon. members opposite, who 

ished to do a little log-rolling ; therefore 
the Government would oppose the motion 
of the hon, member for Chateauguay, but 
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they would voce for the amendment to the 
amendment [cheers and laughter]. If any 
change was to be made at all, it should be 
a sweeping One and not extended to one 
or two articles merely [cheers]. 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK was opposed to 
the duties on their merits , but if the Gov- 
ernment put the question on the ground 
that the removal of these duties would be 
prejudicial to the country he would oppose 
both motions. He could not see how the 

vernment could oppose the motion of 

he hon, Member,for Chateauguay and vote 
for the amendment to it. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) said he would sup- 
port the motion for the hon. member for 
Chateauguay, believing that the policy 
of the Government was opposed to the in- 
terests of the country. 


Hon. JOSEPH HOWE defended the 
course of the Government with respect to 
the imposition of the duty and their active 
protection of the Fisheries. He said it 
had not only drawn the attention of Ame- 
rican statesmen to the importance of com- 
ing to some arrangement with the Domin- 
ion, but it had forced upon the attention 
of Great Britain, the necessity for putting 
an end to these as well as other interna- 
tional questions between Canada and the 
United States. The result of this was the 
appointment of the Joint High Commis- 
sion and the question was, was it advisable 
while that Commission was in Session, to 
make any alterations in our tariff. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD hoped the Govern- 
ment would support the stand they had 
taken last year. It might not be approved 
of by the cities, but the country at large 
was not opposed to it and it was the country 
that made the towns. 


Mr. RYAN [Montreal] said that he had 
been entirely opposed to the imposition 
f the duties from the outset. If the Gov- 
ernment intended to support the amend- 
ment of the hon. member for Levis for the 
purpose of defeating the motion of the 
hon, member for Chateauguay, he warned 
them that he would not support them in 
such a policy. Less coal had been import- 
ed into Ontario last year than previously. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
policy of the Government was that it was 
inexpedient to make the change just 
now. 

Mr, CAMERON (Huron) and the Hon. J. 
J.C, ABBOTT rose at the same time to 
speak, amid cries of ‘ vote, vote.”’ 

The House rose for recess at six o'clock. 


AFTER RECESS. 
FREDERICTON AND ST. MARY’S BRIDGE 
COMPANY. 


Mr. PICKARD moved the second read- 
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ing of Bill No. 24, an Act to incorporate 
the Fredericton and St. Mary's Bridge 
Company, as amended by Committee on 
Private bills. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS thought the Bill 
should be referred to the Railway Commit- 
tee, but had no particular objection to the 
Bill. 

Mr. R. A. HARRISON, said the main 
object of the Bill was to build a Bridge, 
allowing Railways to use it. 


-Mr. PICKARD explained the object of 
the Bill. The proposed bridge would be a 
link in the line of communication between 
the Provinces, and would do much to 
strengthen the commercial union of the 
different parts of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON spoke as to the pro- 
per way in which the Bill should be dealt 
with. He did not think that there was 
anything to prevent its being considered. 


The SPEAKER ruled that the motion 
should be proceeded with. 

Motion carried, and Bill referred to a 
Committee of the Whole forthwith. 

The House then went into Committee, 


Mr. HARRISON in the chair. 
The Bill passed through the Committee, 
to be read a third time to-morrow. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The debate was resumed by 

Mr. GIBBS, of Oshawa—He had advo- 
cated the imposition of the duties at the 

previous session as tending to procure Re. 
/ ciprocity. The policy had not been suf. 
ficiently long in operation to enable any 
one to say whether it was desirable or not, 
—and no one could found an argument on 
what effect had yet been produced. The 
question was whether they should delibe- 
rately weaken the hands of the represen- 
tative of Canada at Washington, by fol- 
lowing the course proposed by the hon. 
member for Chateauguay. Whatever his 
private views might be he would waive 
them rather than do so—and he should 
vote against both amendments. ‘The policy 
inaugurated was a whole and should not 
be dealt with in part. 


Mr. CAMERON (of Huron) said there 
appeared to be a want of harmony amongst 
the hon. members on the Treasury Bench- 
es on this subject. How then 
could the House be expected 
to stultify themselves by voting for one 
amendment and against the other. The 
hon. members for East and West Toronto, 
notwithstanding their speeches to-day, 
voted against exactly the same motion when 
proposed by the hon. member for Chat- 
_{ cauguay last year. He (Mr. Cameron) 
V_ would vote against both motions, and thus 


Mr. Pickard. 


[COMMONS,} 


592 


sustain the policy of the Government as 
he had done last session. He regarded 
that policy as a sound one, and he knew 
that, so far as his own county was con- 
cerned, the people would sustain it. The 
effect of it was that the Americans had 
come down from the high position they 
had occupied and were now prepared to 
deal fairly and equitably with Canada, and 
those in this country who were engaged in 
the carrying trade between the two 
countries found that they could enter into 
it with something like fair play and 
justice. That result was mainly owing to 
the stand taken by our Government, and 
until the result of the High Commission 
should be known, it would not be advis- 
able to make any change in the tariff. 


Mr. HARRISON defended himself from 
the attacks ofthe hon. member for Huron. 
He [Mr. Harrison] had voted for that tax 
last year, though he was opposed to the 
principle, believing that good would come 
of it. He had simply voted for it to give 
ita fair trial. That trial had proved it to 
be a bad policy for this country, and he 
now voted for the repeal of the tax. 

Mr. BLAKE said he. was glad that the 
hon. member for West Toronto had dis- 
covered that out of evil bad alone can 
come. 


Mr. JACKSON supported the policy of 
the Government, believing that it was inop- 
portune to make any changes in the Tariff 
at present. 


Mr. BEATY explained how he had voted 
for the imposition of the tax last year. He 
voted in favor of the general policy with 
the understanding that coal was not to be 
included. When the report came up for 
concurrence he was absent from the House 
and that was why his vote was not record- 
ed against the imposition of a duty on coal. 

A vote was then taken on the amend- 
ment offion. Mr. BLANCHET, which was 
carried. 


Yuas,—Abbot, Anglin, Archambeaullt, 
Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, Belle. 
rose, Benoit, Blake, Blanchet, Bolton, 
Bourassa, Brousseau, Burpee, Cameron 
[Inverness], Caron, Cartwright, Cheval, 
Chipman, Cimon, Coffin, Costigan, Coupal, 
Crawford [Leeds], Currier, Daoust, De- 
lorme, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, Forbes, 
Fortin, Fournier, Gaudet, Geoffrion, 
Gendron, Godin, Grant Aagar, Harrison, 
Hincks [Sir Francis} Holmes, Holton, 
Howe, Irvine, Jones [Hafifax], Kemp, Kill- 
am, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Macdon- 
ald (Glengarry), Macdonald aon 
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Magill, Masson  [Soulanges] /Masson 
(Terrebonne), Macdougall (Lanatk), Mac- 
dougall (Three Rivers), McMonies, Merritt, 
Mills, Moffat, Morris, Morrisson (Victoria), 
Morrison (Niagara), Oliver, Paquet, Pearson, 
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_ Pelletier, Picard, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, 

_ Renaud, Robitaille, Ross 
plain), Ross (Victoria, N. S:), Ross (Wel- 


lington), Ryan (Kings, N. B.), Ryan (Mon- | 
_ treal), Savary, Scatcherd, Simard, Simpson, 
_ Smith, Snider, Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson‘ 


Haldimand], Thompson [Ontarig],Tilley, 
ourangeau, ‘Tremblay, Tupper, Wallis, 
Whyte, Workman, Wright [Ontario], 
Wright [York, Ontario]—103. 


Nars—Ault, Baker, Bertrand, Bown, 
Cameron [Huron], Campbell, Colby, Craw. 


ri 


ford [Brockville], Dobbie, Gibbs, Grey, - 


Grover, Jackson, Jones (Leeds], Keeler, 
Lapum, Lawson, Macdonald [Lunenburg], 
McKeagney, Perry, Pinsonneault, Ross 
[Dundas], Scriber, Shanly, Street, Webb, 
Whitehead, and Wilson—28. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that the posi- 
tion of the Government was this [and they 
were 2 unit on the subject] that they 
deprecated at the present time any inter- 


ference with the commercial policy of the | 


lcountry with regard to these duties. But 
at the same time when they found that a 
number of hon, gentlemen who supported 
the Government, avowed their intention 
to support a motion which embraced cer- 
tain particular articles which were subject 
to duty along with other articles, they 
certainly did think that all ought to be put 
_ in the same position, and that the House 
* should vote upon the whole of them. But, 
with regard to the whole of them, the Gov- 
/Aroment were & unit in opposing the 
amendment as now amended. JHe would 
say further that when the Government 
_ were called upon to consider at an early 
period when they reduced the taxation, 
this question engaged their anxious consi- 
_ deration and the conclusion at which the 
Government had arrived was this—to 
maintain these duties, not on the abstract 
merits of them nor on the ground of reve- 
nue, but on the ground that it was not 
- expedient during the present negociations 
at Washington to interfere with them, He 
was perfectly certain in his own mind that 
it was not in the interest of the Dominion 
that these duties should be interfere 1 with 
at present. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that unless the 
hon. Finance Minister was prepared to tell 
the House that this question was definitely 


draw his motion. The hon. gentleman 
could not—dared not say so, and he [Mr. 
Holton] did not believe that it was. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said he had just 
received since six o’clock a telegram from 
the first Minister of the Dominion at 
Washington to say that duties on coal and 
salt would not be taken off until Decem- 


46 
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- United States. 
because he believed them to be prejudicial 


ber. He repeated at some length his argu- | 
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ments agaifist removing the duties at pre- 
sent, 


‘Hon. Mr. HOLTON replied denying that 
he was disposed to yield any thing to the 
He opposed these duties 


to the interests of the Dominion. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government had only voted for the amend- 
ment of the hon. member for Levis in 
order to place the whole question fairly - 
before the House, and not allow the ques- 
tion to be ona few articles only. Refer- 
ring to what had been said by the members 
for Montreal, he was quite ready to ex- 
plain why he had voted forduty on coal,— 
he had done so to encourage interprovin- 
cial trade. He referred tothe position of 
each Province as regarded the duties, 
showing that the producers in Ontario were 
benefitted, and Quebec was specially inter- 


hes in the maintenance of the duties. 


e(Sir Geo. E.) might once have had to 
apologise for opposing the. hon. member 
for Chateauguay, but the case might be 
reversed, and that hon. member might 
have to goto his constituents, and apolo- 
gize for having refused to protect the ag- 
ricultural interests of his Province. The 
mineral possessions of Nova Scotia would 
be developed and utilized, and New Bruns- 
wick, though not so directly benefited, as 
the other Provinces, received great indi- 
rect advantages from the increased pros- 
perity of the other parts of the Do- 
minion. He then referred to the 
High Commission, and said . that 
although nothing definite was known, it 
was certainly possible that, as in 1854, the 
Fishery question might bring up other 
matters of commercial interest to the two 
countries, and asthe Governor in Council 
had power todo away with the duties on 
receiving equivalent benefits from the 
States, why should not the Government 
be trusted., That was the position of the 
Government; they had only voted in 
fayour of the amendment of the member 
for Levis in order to bring the matter be- 
fore the House in its entirety. He then 
repeated his remarks in French. 


Mr. WORKMAN [Montreal] said he had 
opposed the policy of the Government 
when it had commenced, and he'did so still. 


gia a ieved the Government measure to 
before the Commission, he could not with- , ‘Ae believe 


be both wrong and ridiculous, ‘he Fish- 
ery question had no connection whatever 
with the matter. There was no doubt 
whatever that the duty had increased the 
price of coal. It was absurd to imagine 
that the protective duties before the 
House would haye any effect in obtaining 
Reciprocity. lf the majority of the House 
was against the Government the Govern- 
ment ought to admit it, and not stoop to 
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the miserable subterfuges to which they 
had been reduced, and he for one was de- 
termined not to be whipped in by any- 
thing the Minister of Militia might say. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER had no de- 
sire to whip in either the member for Mon- 
treal or any other member of the 
House, and he appealed to the House that 
he had never attempted anything of the 
sort. 

Hon. Mr, ANGLIN thought that those 
who voted with the Government on the 
previous decision should consider well 
their position. The amendment which 
had been carried was to all intents and 
purposes a Government motion and the 
Government were pledged to support it, 
and he did not see how any one could con- 
sistently vote in favour of putting the 
various articles on the free list, and a few 
hours afterwards reverse their vote. The 
Minister of Militia in asking the House to 
leave the matter inthe hands of the Gov- 
ernment, asked them in point of fact to 
place themselves entirely dependent on the 
action of the Government at Washington. 
He maintained that the United States 
should not be considered, but that Cana- 
dian interests alone should be consulted. 
He protested against the fishery question 
being in any way mixed up with the pre- 
sent matter. The increase in the coal 
trade of Nova Scotia had in no way arisen 
from the duty imposed on it. The tax on 
flour was most odious and intolerable to 
the people of New Brunswick. He gave 
kis unqualified support not only to the 


motion of the member for Chateauguay’ 


but to the more enlarged motion of the 
Government, expressed through their sup- 
porter, the member for Levis. 


Mr. COLBY said there was no doubt 
that Canada desired better trade relations 
with the States. For years subsequently 
to the abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty 
the policy of the Government had not 
been framed to attain that object, but 
latterly, pressure had been brought on the 
Government, and they determined to treat 
the United States in the same way as they 
were treated. He was convinced that 
reciprocity with the States could only be 
obtained as a matter of bargain, and every 
thing should be‘done that would strengthen 
the hands of those in the United States, 
who were willing to concede Reciprocity, 
and not sacrifice everything that could be 
given as an equivalent. ‘The natural 
sequence of the High Commission would 
be the re-opening of trade negociations, 
and the offering of some equivaleat on the 
part of the United States in return for the 
enjoyment of the Canadian Fisheries. . He 
moved anamendment, that all the words 
in the previous amendment he struck out, 


Mr Workman, 
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and that there be substituted, that it is in- 


expedient during the present Session of 
Parliament to make any alteration in the 
customs duties, on coal, coke, wheat, flour, 
salt, peas, beans, barley. rye, oats, meals, 
&e., &c. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL raised the point 
of order that the amendment was a simple 
negative of the motion before the House, 
and was therefore out of order. 


The SPEAKER however 
amendment in order, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the House 
had already expressed its opinion, and 
could scarcely change its decision at the 
present stage. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN maintained that the 
House had simply changed the motion 
before the House but was nut committed 
to a single item. 


HHon. Mr. HOLTON thought the House 
had affirmed the expediency of going into 
committee on the amended proposition. 


The SPEAKER ruled that the House 
had simply decided that certain words 
should be added to the first amendment, 
but that amendment had not been dis- 
posed of. 


Hon, Col. GREY seconded the motion 
of the member for Stanstead, and said he 
sustained the policy on the ground of its 
being National, and on the ground that 
under any circumstances, the present was 
a& very inexpedient time to make any 
change. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH said that on the pre 
sent occasion the member for St. John, 
hardly represented nineteen-twentieths 
of the people of New Brunswick. Those 
people were unanimously opposed to the 
duties and would do anything to get rid of 
them. The duties might appear beneficial 
to Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia, but 
New Brunswick certainly suffered from the 
duty on each article. As to the High Com- 
mission, there was not the least evidence 
to show that that body would consider the 
question,and therefore, it could not be said 
that it was inexpedient to discuss the mat- 
ter now on that account. If he felt that 
the country would be at all prejudiced by 
a discussion at the present time, he would 
certainly oppose it, but he could not think 
that anything of the sort could be the 
case. 4 


Mr. MACDONALD [Glengary] thought 
that the Opposition from Ontario could 
not be charged with want of consideration 
for the Lower Provinces, for a large majo- 
rity had supported the repeal of the duties, 
and in every measure that had passed the 
House, the Ontario Opposition had invari- 
ably assisted the Lower Provinces. Onta- 
rio was totally opposed to make bread 


Duties. 


ruled the 
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dearer to the Lower Provinces, and if the 
coal duty was a benefit to Nova Scotia, it 
was a direct tax on Ontario. It was 
the most injurious tax that had ever 
been levied, and he trusted it would 
be wiped off the Statute Book. 

Mr. ROSS [Prince Edward] wanted to 
speak in the interests of the farmers of the 
Dominion, and was ready to support the 
Government in retaining the protective 
duties. He was in favour of reciprocity, 
but in the absence of reciprocity the 
farmers should be protected. 

Mr. GEOFFRION spoke in French in op- 
position to the Government. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON again spoke on the 
motion of order. He quoted authority to 
show that the amendment of the mem- 
ber for Stanstead was out of order. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN maintained that the 
practice of the House was entirely op- 
posed to the authority quoted, and quoted 
an instance similar to the present. 

Mr. BLAKE maintained that Eng- 
lish practice ruled in the House, and that 
the amendment was clearly out of order. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER maintained 
- that the amendment of the member for 
Chateauguay, as amended, had not been 
decided upon. A 

The SPEAKER ruled that certain 
words haying been added, they could not 
be struck out, and the amendment of the 
member for Stanstead was therefore out of 
order. 

Mr. PICKARD said that New Brunswick 
wasalmost unanimously opposed to the 
duties. 

Mr. CURRIER moved an amendment 
that pork should be added to the free list. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS trusted the 
hon. member would not press his amend- 
ment. Pork was an article on which there 
had long beena duty, and there had been 
no petitions for the repeal. The hon. 
member was really trifling with the tariff. 


Mr. WRIGHT (Ottawa) hoped the Minis- 
ter of Finance would see the importance 
ot repealing the duty on Pork, 

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) thought the 
policy of the restrictive duties met with 
general approbation and was sorry the 
Government had not met the proposal of 
the hon. member for Chateauguay fairly 
and voted it down. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the amount of :evenue derived from pork 
TR - HARRISON thought that pork 
should not be included, unless the entire 
tariff was abolished, the line must be 
drawn somewhere, | 


[Marcu 22, 1871.] 


Duties. 598 

On the suggestion of Mr. HOLTON, Mr. 
Currier’s amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Lunenburg) said 
that if pork was freed, other articles 
might be brought forward, until there was 
no Tariff. He did not think the protective 
policy had been sufficiently tried, and he 
should support its being maintained. The 
duties before the House did not stand 
alone, but was only part of a large policy, 
and if part was repealed, the whole should 
go. The commercial prosperity of the 
country was certainly an evidence of the 
good effect of the policy commenced last, 
year, and at the present time it was certain- 
ly inexpedient to interfere with it, and the 
House was bound to respect the statement 
ofthe Government, that the discussion 
might be prejudicial to the good result of 
the High Commission. 

The motion of the member for Chateau. 
guiy as amended was then put with the 
following result: Yeas, 83; Nays, 55. 


Yeras.—Messrs. Anglin, Barthe, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Béchard, Benoit, Blake, Blan- 
chet, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Brous- 
seau, Burpee, Caron, Cartwright, Cheval, 
Chipman, Cimon, Coffin, Coupal, Crawford 
(Leeds), Currier, Delorme, Dufresne, Fer- 
ris, Forbes, Fortier, Fournier, Galt (Sir 
Alexander '’.), Gaudet, Geoftrion,Gendron, 
Godin, Hagar, Harrison, Holton, Irvine, 
Jones (Halifax), Kempt, Killam, Kirkpa- 
trick, Lacerte, Langlois, Little, Macdonald 
(Glengarry), Magill, Masson (Soulanges), 
Masson (Terrebonne), McConkey, McDou 
gall [Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew], Mc- 
Monies, Merritt, Mills, Mottatt, Morrison 
(Victoria, O.], Oliver, Paqquet, Pearson, 
Pelletier, Pickard, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, 
Redford, Renaud, Ross [Champlain], Ross 
(Victoria, N. S.J], Ross [Wellington, C. R ], 
Ryan [Montreal West], Scatcherd, Smith, 
Snider, Stirton, Thompson [Haldimand], 
Thompson [Ontario], Tourangeau, Trem- 
blay, Wallace, Wells, Workman, Wright 
fOttawa County], Wright [York, Ontario 
W. R.J—83, 

Nayrs.—Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, Ba- 
ker, Bellerose, Bertrand, Bown, Cameron 
(Huron], Campbell], Cartier [Sir George’ 
E.], Colby,Costignan, Crawford, Brockville], 
Daoust, Dobbie, Dunkin, tortin, Gaucheg; 
Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Groyer, Hincks [Sir 
Francis], Holmes, Howe, Jackson, Jones 
Leeds and Grenville], Keeler, Langevin, 

apum, Lawson, McDonald [Antigonish], 
McDonald [Nunenburg], McDougall [Three 
Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, Morris, 
Morrison {Niagara}, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Robitaille, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ryan [King’s, N. BJ, Savary, 


See cnet Simpson, Street, Sylvain, 
Tilley, Tupper, Webb, White, Whitehead, 
Wilson—4d. | Fae 
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The House then went into Committee, 
Mr. MILLS in the chair. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS suggested 
that time should be given to frame a pro- 
per amendment. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON assented and the 
Committee reported progress and asked 
leave to sit again, and, 

The House adjourned at 12:45. 


‘Tuurspary, March 23,1871. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
After routine, 
Mr. KILLAM introduced a Bill to incor- 
porate the Western Bank. 
Mr. WORKMAN withdrew the Bill to in- 
corporate the Sun Insurance Company. 


Mr. MAGILL introduced a Bill to amend 
the Insolvent Act of 1869. 


Mr. SIMARD introduced a Bill to amend 
the Act incorporating the Quebec Marine 
and Fire Insurance Company. 


Mr, IRVINE introduced a Bill to make 
provision for the detention of Female con- 
victs in the Reformatory Prison of the 
Province of Quebec. 


THE DEBATE ON BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER announced 
that the Government had made no further 
arrangement for special reports of the de- 
bates on the British Columbia measure. 


Hon. Sir .A.'T.. GALT was sorry that the 
Government had come to this conclusion, 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) believed the Govern- 
ment deserved credit for the decision to 
which they had come. He was about 'to 
proceed further, when 


The SPEAKER called him to order. 
There was no question before the House. 


Mr, JONES (Leeds) thought he had as 
good aright to speak on the subject as 
other hon. gentlemen. 


The SPEAKER explained that a minis- 
ter of the Crown had simply answered a 
question put on aformer occasion by the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke, and there 
the matter should drop. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) said he was sorry to 
be obliged to resort to extreme measures, 
but he had a precedent forit only the other 
day. He moved the adjournment of the 
House. [Laughter.] He continued at 
some length to explain that he was elect- 
ed on the Independent ticket, and though 
he might have erred in judgment he had 
always endeavoured to preserve economy 
in the administration of public affairs. | At 
this point the hon. gentleman’s voice be- 
came inaudible, ewing to the slamming of 
desks and other noises in the House re- 
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sorted to, to silence him.] He did not ap 
prove of going to any additional expense in 
the British Columbia matter. 

The SPEAKER suggested that it would 
be as well to postpone the discussion until 
the British Columbia Bill should be before 
the House. 

Mr. JONES heme to the opinion of the 
Speaker. . 

Mr. RYMAL rose to reply to some re- 
marks made by the hon. member for Leeds 
and Grenville, with respect to his [Mr. 
Rymal’s] course in Parliament. .. The hon. 
member had seen fit to take him [Mr. Ry- 
mal] to task and would fain make the House 
believe that he would encourage extrav- 
agance inthe administration of public affairs. 
He {Mr. Rymal] believed that his course 
would show that he had advocated econ- 
omy whenever it was in the interest of the 
public, and he had no desire that every 
man’s utterances should be fully. reported 
in the case.’ He had n>) desire that a 
column should be given to his own speech, 
though the hon. member for Leeds might. 
Whether that hon. gentleman was report- 
ed in the regular way or not, he [Mr. Rymal] 
could not say, but; he had. frequently no- 
ticed that if the hon, member only spoke 
for, five minutes in the House, a column 
report of it, at least, appeared in the pa. 
pers, laughter} No doubt the hon. mem. 
ber engaged a special reporter to record 
his wise sayings. As for the charge of in- 
consistency and want of independence, he 
(Mr. Rymal] left it to those who had 
known them to say whether he or the hon. 
member for Leeds was the more deserving 
of the charge. The hon. member’s course 
had been what Wm. Lyon Mackenzie had 
said of such members—that those who 


boasted of independence in the House. 


were those who never could be depended 
on [laughter]. 


QUESTIONS. 


Mr. FURBES asked whether, in view of 
the business doing. between the Domin- 
ion and the British and Foreign West Indies, 
it is the intention of the Government to 
increase the mail accommodation, during 
this year, between those countries so as to 
give greater advantage and larger de- 
velopment to this important trade? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER, said the attention of 
the Government had, been drawn to the 
importance of establishing such a service, 
but considered it not advisable to under- 
take it yet. 

Mr. KIRK PATRICK asked whether it is 
the intention of the Government to issue 
stamped paper for the purposes of the 
Promissory Notes Stamp Act? 

Hon, Mr. MORRIS replied that the sub- 
ject was at this moment under the consid- 
eration of the + Orel ae } 
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Mr. BEAKE moved that this House do 
resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider the followisg resolu- 


* tions :— 


RESOLUTIONS ON NORTH WESTERN TER- 
RITORIES. 


1. That the sense of the House of the 
respective Legislatures of the Provinces of 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick 
was taken as to, and formed the basis of 
the Imperial Legislation under which the 
said Provinces were federally united into 
the Dominion of Canada. 

2. That it was by the British North 
America Act (1867) enacted that it should 
be lawful for the Queen by and with the 
advice of the Privy Council on Addresses 
from the Houses cf Parliament of Canada 
to admit Rupert’s Land and the North 
Western Territory, or either of them, into 
the Union by the said Act created, on 
such terms and conditions as the Queen 
should think fit to approve, subject to the 
provisions of the said Act; and that the 
Provisions of any such Order in Council 
should have effect as if they had been 
enacted by the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, 

3. That Addresses have been passed by 
both Houses of the Parliament of Canada 


touching the admission of the said Terri- 


tories into the Union, and Canada has 
paid large sums, and incurred large liabili- 
litiesin order to accomplish such admis- 
sion, and an Order in Council has been 
made by the Queen for such admission. 

3. Thatthe Parliament of Canada has 
assumed to exercise jurisdiction over the 
said Territories and to make provision for 
the erection of part of the said Territories 
into the Province of Manitoba, and for the 
establishment of federal relations between 
the said Provinces and Canada. 


-5, That it has been made to appear to 
this House that the Canadian Government 
has requested the Government of the 
United Kingdom to submit to the Parlia- 
ment of the United Kingdom a Bill touch- 
ing the said North Western Territories or 
some part thereof; and that the Govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom in conse- 
quence of such request has proposed to 
the Canadian Government to submit a Bill 
—a draft of which has been forwarded to 
the Canadian Government. 


6. That in the opinion of this House the 
sense of both Houses of the Parliament of 


Canada should be taken as to and should 


form the basis of such proposed legisla- 
tion. 

He said that he proposed in these reso- 
lutions to establish the principle that 
legislation on matters affecting this coun- 
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try should only be undertaken in the Im- 
perial Government when sought for by the 
people of this country through their re- 
presentatives. ‘Lhis principle became of 
still greater consequence when the legis- 
lation sought for was of a character which 
would alter ina material point the com- 
pact upon which the union itself was form- 
ed, which violated in its most important 
ingredient the question of the distribution 
of power, to reintroduce the former evils 
from which the people of old Canada suf. 
fered, and which led to the introduction 
of the constitution under which we now 
lived. Not only that, but that it should 
be done at the instance ofa Minister of 
the Crown when there was nothing to pre- 
vent them from asking the people of this 
country through their Representatives to 
determine what change, if any, should be 
made in the constitution of the country, 
that a Minister of the Crown under such 
circumstances should have ventured to 
apply to the Home Government and 
should have sent home a draft of a Bill’ 
which they asked Karl Kimberly to make 
law, was without precedent, without par- 
allel, without excuse, without palliation 
(cheers.) He (Mr. Blake) did not see how 
it could be done, or how defended. He 
did not know under what tenure Members 
sat in this House if the law could be al- 
tered at the suggestion of a Minister of 
the Crown, without the consent of Parlia- 
ment. Now according to the terms of the 
Union Act, it was set forth that such 
legislation should take place by the Im- 
perial Government, not on such terms 
and conditions as the Queen should think 
fit to approve, but on such terms as the 
Queen should see fit to approve subject 
to the advice of this House. It was on 
such terms that the four Provinces were 
united into one Confederation, and it was 
under the same conditions under which 
the North Western Territories should come 
in, It was entirely premature to discuss 
the merits of the Bill and he hoped they 
would not be {dragged into this discus- 
sion. He simply wanted the House 
to say — apart, trom the consideration 
of the question, whether the Bill was 
perfectly right or wrong, or between the 
two— that it was the duty of Government 
to initiate a measure asking the Queen 
to move the Imperial Parliament to enact 
a certain law. He wished to disencumber 
the Bill of ail consideration as to its 
character or necessity. He found that 
the Hon. Minister of Militia, acting for and 
in the absence of the leader of the Govern- 
ment, had pointed out that it was abso- 
lutely necessary that Manitoba should have 
(as the Opposition had contended from 
the beginning it should have)its rights as 
a Province from the same high source as 
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the Dominion. 
agree that it was their duty to take care 
that they should determine what legisla- 
tion the Imperial Parliament be asked to 
enact on their behalf. Hon. gentlemen op- 
posite might say that the sense of the 
Parliament of Canada had already been 
taken on the Bill. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E.. CARTIER— Hear, 
hear. * 

Mr. BLAKE thought that was the paltry 
evasion they would make, but he would 
tell them that the draft sent to England 
went far beyond the Manitoba Bill and 
beyond Manitoba itself, stretching even 
to British Columbia. He would tell them 
besides that what the Canadian Parliament 
did last session it did, knowing that its 
act was not irrevocable, but it was quite 
another and a different thing for them to 
determine to ask the Imperial Parliament 
to pass an Act which this House could not 
at all repeal. Noman could fairly and 
candidly argue, and no man acting as Min 
ister of the Crown dared argue that 1t was 
the same thing. What the Imperial Par- 
liament did, was a law of the Medes and 
Persians as far as this country was 
concerned, The question was whether the 
people were prepared to surrender into the 
hands of the Government of the day that 
power of which the Governmentof the day 
was assuming it possessed—the power to 
ask the Imperial Parliament to make laws 
for us; or whether the House did not 
think that every sense of duty called upon 
them to determine that their sense—that 
was the sense of the people—was to be 
taken upon and was to form the basis of 
that Imperial Legislation. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER thought the 


hon. member should have backed up his 
resolutions with more logic, argument, and 
law than he had listened to. Every one 
remembered the different arguments used 
on both sides of the House when the Ma- 
nitoba Act was discussed. Some contended 
we had no right to legislate on the ques- 
tion. On this-side it was held we had a 
right to give a Constitution to that Pro- 
vince and the North West. The 146th 
clause of the Union Act provided for the 
manner in which the colonies and pro- 
vinces having political constitutions should 
be admitted into the Confederation. (He 
read the clause showing the necessity of 
the formality of previous addresses with 
that object). The incorporation of Rupert’s 
Land and the North West was to take 
place on addresses of Parliament, the 
terms agreed to Canada and to Her 
Majesty in Council, respectively, receiving 
due consideration. After the question 
was fully considered in Canada, it was de- 
cided that the best way to secure the 
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admission of the North West was to avoid 
transactions with the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany. Canada, in accordance with the 
Union Act had proceeded by address to 
solicit the incorporation of the North 
West with Canada. It was known to Her 
Majesty’s Government and Parliament, 
that if once Canada annexed a region twen- 
ty times as large, she would not have the 
right of inheritance or transmission—would 
not have full sovereign rights for all time 
to come. Under the transfer made us_ by 
the Queen, we have all the privileges 
and powers previously appertaining to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. When we 
had passed our address to obtain that ter- 
ritory, we passed our Act in anticipation, 
knowing it would only belong to us when 
Her Majesty issued her Order in Council. 
The constitutionality of that act was not 
questioned then. 


Mr. MACKENZ[E—Yes. The member 
for Bothwell raised the point. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it could 
not have been forcibly raised, for no di- 
vision could have been taken oa it. He 
did not remember any positive objection 
to our first Act, when passed. We stated 
that though not actually in possession of 
the North West territory, we thought we 
should legislate in a manner to be able to 
annex or deal with it the moment the Im- 
perial sanction was given. The advisers of 
Her Majesty made no objection. On the 
contrary the action of Canada was endors - 
ed by the British Legislature. The trans- 
fer did not take place when we expected, 
owing to the Manitoba trouble. During 
the whole of it, we were not the owners of 
the territory because Her Majesty had not 
made the transfer, which took place only 
on the 15th July last. hen we had dele- 
gates from Red River to state their griev- 
ances, in response to the invitation of the 
Governor General. The Imperial Govern- 
ment was unwilling to send any military 
expedition to the North West till the Ca- 
nadian Government settled the claims of 
the inhabitants, and granted their rights. 
His colleagues «nd himself acted all 
through in harmony with the wishes of 
the Imperial Government. ‘The result of 
the negotiations with the Red River 
delegates was the Bill of last session. The 
member for Bothwell questioned the 
power of this Parliament to pass 
such a Bill, in view of its interference 
with the constitutional interests and posi- 
tion of the other Provinces. We had 
positive power to enact the Rupert's. 
Land Bill power granted by the Imperial 
Legislature itself. To meet the objections 
of the member for Bothwell. he announced 
that they would obtain an act confirming ~ 
their proceedings, and also a provision. 
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enacting that Provinces created out of the 
_ territory and afterwards admitted into the 
Union should be regarded as ad- 
mitted under the Confederation Act itself. 
That was obtained accordingly. They had 
power when they passed the Act not only 
of an inferential but positive character, 
which the Manitoba Act showed. They 
passed the Rupert’s Land Act in anticipa- 
tion, and not only it but the Manitoba Act 
received the sanction of Her Mvijesty’s 
Government. To remove all doubts on 
the subject they had submitted all the 
questions -raised on this head to the Im. 
perial Government. Their course in all 
respects, and as regards both Acts, was 
decidedly approved. The object of one 
of the clauses in the Manitoba Act 
was to prevent the alteration of its 
local constitution without the consent of 
its people. The object of the Bill was 
to place it on the same footing as to 
constitutional rights as any of the Pro. 
vinces in the Union. He denied the state- 
ment of the member for West Durham, 
that there was a provision in the Bill 
affecting British Columbia. ‘There was a 
reference to that Territory in the report, 
not in the Bill. He also complained that 
the House was not allowed an:opportunity 
of expressing its will on this measure. 
Now, in a few minutes, he (Sir Geo. E. 
Cartier) would afford that opportunity 
(hear, hear). Why did not the Opposition 
last session move an amendment to the 
Government’s proposal on this subject. 
Could we declare our will more solemnly, 
more properly than by an Act which the 
British Government had a right to disal. 
low. The Government had not gone 
beyond its right or duty in this matter as 
the House would now see and would here- 
after admit. He would move in amend-— 
ment that all the words after ‘that’? in 
the said resolutions be struck out, and 
the following substituted. That this House, 
after full consideration passed, the Act 
to establish and provide for the Govern- 
ment of the Province of Manitoba. Second, 
That the Act has received the sanction and 
and approval of the Imperial Government. 
Third, That for the removal of doubts as to 
certain provisions of the said Act the Gov- 
ernment of Canada has requested the Im- 
perial Governmet to pass an Act in the 
Imperial Parliament confirmatory of the 
. saidfirst mentioned Act. Fourth, That the 
Imperial Government have agreed to intro- 
duce a Bill to the aforesaid effect, and 

_ declaring also the power of the Parliament 
of Canada to create other Provinces in the 
vast territory of the North West now form- 

_ ing part of the Dominion, and to give them 
_ constitutions on the same footing as to 
- guarantees of permanence and otherwise 
_ with the constitution \of the old Provinces. 
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| Fifth, That the draft of the said proposed 
Act has been communicated to this House. 
Sixth, That the provisions of the said draft 
Act meet the approval of the House, 
and are in consonance with the will of this 
House as expressed in the most formal 
manner in the said Act relating to Mani. 
toba. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON raised the point of 
order that the Minister of Militia could 
not move in amendment to a simple 
motion, what was really a series of kesolu- 
cions, 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER main. 
tained that his amendment was all oneand 
not a series of resolutions. 


Mr. R. A. HARRISON supported Sir 
George E. Cartier’s view of the case—and 


The SPEAKER ruled that the amend- 
ment must be treated as one Resolution, 
and that it was in order. 


Hon!) Sir! A. oT. o4GAED thought the 
House had good reason to complain of the 
way in which the Minister of Militia had 
moved his amendment. The real ques- 
tion of discussion was the propriety of 
the Government approaching the Imperial 
Parliament for the purpose of changing 
the Act of Confederaion without the di- 
rect authority of both Houses—which 
question was entirely changed by the 
amendment of the Minister of Militia— 
who had_ not in the slightest degree an- 
swered the point maintained by the mem- 
ber for West Durham. He thought the 
very greatest care should be exercised in 
dealing with the ‘British North America 
Act of 1867.’’ Under the old Province of 
Canada, the Union Act of Upper Canada 
had never been changed except on address 
of the Legislature, and it was most impor- 
tant that the same rule should be followed 
in dealing with “The British North 
America Act of 1867.’’ As to the assertion 
of the Minister of Militia, than an Act of 
Parliament was as solemn as an address, he 
agreed with the member for West Durham, 
that whereas an Act could always be chang- 
ed, an address could not be. He believed 
the House had full power to legislate m 
respect of the North West, although there 
might be some doukt as to the represen- 
tation of that country in Parliament, but 
the action of the Government tended to 
divest them, ifnot of the power of legis- 
lating, certainly of the power of repealing, 
in that they had approached the Imperial 
Parliament without the sanction of the 
Parliament of Canada. He did not think 
the manner in which the Minister of Militia 
proposed to deal with the question was 
the solemn manner in which it should be 
dealt with. for sucha motion should not 
have been introduced without notice; and 
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without allowing full opportunity for con- 
sideration, in order that the people of the 
country might not be lightly deprived of 
powers they now possessed. It was very 
desirable that Parliament should have the 
power of making laws to govern the North 
West, and while every one would be pre- 
pared to endorse the Manitoba Bill, were 
an address proposed to that effect, he was 
not prepared to allow the Government to 
exercise a power which should alone be 
exercised by Parliament, and he hoped the 
Government would see the propriety of 
proceeding by way of address. ‘he mat- 
ter was one of great importence, for the 
only security the Provinces had was that 
their constitutional rights could not be 
changed by any Government tht might 
be in power, but by Parliament only. He 
thought the Government before taking the 
vote, should consider whether it would not 
be better to decide that for all time to 
come, no change should be made in the 
British North America Act except in the 
usual approved mode of address to the 
Queen. 


Mr. R. A. HARRISON (Toronto, West) 
said that the British North America Act 
was the constitution and tundamental law 
of the country, and no change could be 
effected in it but by the action of the Im- 
perial Government, and he agreed with 
those who maintained that no change 
should be based on_ representations 
of the Government but by address 
from both Houses of Parliament, as 
otherwise the Imperial Parliament would 
be acting without a proper representation 
of the wishes of the people. He himself 
had never doubted the legality of the 
Manitoba Act, but there were doubts on 
the subject, which had arisen on the 
defective framing of ‘‘The British North 
America Act of 1867.”’ That Act. provid- 
ed for the Union of the four Provinces, 
first forming the Dominion, and also for 
the admission of other colonies, and the 
Provinces in the last respect were certain- 
ly defective. If the Act of the Imperial Par- 
liament was simply on echo of the Mani- 
toba Act, it might be said that the Legisla- 
ture in passing that Act, had in effect asked 
the Imperial Parliament to confirm it, but 
the Imperial Act went beyond the Mani- 
toba Act and contained matter on which 
the Canadian Parliament had never ex- 
pressed an opinion. He was entirely con- 
vinced as to the propriety of the North 
West legislation, and he thought if the 
Government would propose an address 
involving that Legislation, it would be 
generally supported. He thought the 
amendment of the Miiister of Militia did 
not go far enough, but if, after the recital 
of the facts, it was followed Ly 
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the Manitoba Act, and then provided that 
an address should be presented by both 
Houses for the confirmation of that Act 
all difficulty would be removed. This was 
more than a mere matter of form, for all 
would feel that it was not desirable that 
the Imperial Parliament should proceed 
to make apy changes in the constitution 
except on a deliberate expression of the 
wishes of the people, through their rep— 
resentatives in both Houses. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
his amendment in no way excluded the 
subsequent passing of such an address. 
He had merely desired to meet the reso- 
lutions of the hon. member for West Dur- 
ham. 


Mr. BR. A. HARRISON asked whether 
the Government would undertake to move 
such an address? 


Hon. Mr. DORIUN (Hochelaga) consi - 
dered that the real question was whether 
the Government should be allowed to ask 
the Imperial Parliament to change in any 
way the Constitutional Act, without direct 
reference to Parliament. Ifthey could do 
so On an unimportant measure, there was 
no reason why they should not doit on 
the most important. He referred to the 
fact that the old Province of Canada had 
ever been most careful that no constitu- 
tional change should take place except on 
a deliberate expression of opinion by the 
Legislature. He then moved, seconded by 
Mr. Mills, in amendment to the amend— 
ment of the Hon. Minister of Militia, that 
all the words after ‘‘that’’ be struck out, 
and that the following be substituted— 
‘‘ Irrespective of the merits of the measure 
proposed by the Government of Canada, 
to be submitted to the Imperial Parlia- 
ment for the purpose of confirming certain 
Canadian legislation, depriving the Parlia- 
ment of Canada of certain existing powers, 
and altering the ‘British North America 
Act of 1867’ of this House would be wanting 
in its duty if it did not express its decided 
Opinion that no such Imperial legislation 
should be asked for by the Government of 
Canada, except after the details that such 
proposed legislation shall have been sub- 


mitted to both Houses of the Parliament of 


Canada for judgment, ‘and an address of 
such Houses to the Queen, praying for 
such legislation shall have been passed. 


Mr. R. A. HARRISON raised a point of 


order, submitting that the amendment of 
the hon. member for Hochelaga, was sim- 
ply equivalent to the original resolutions. 


Hon. Mr. DORION stated that the origi- 


a recital of | nal proposition was to go into the Com- 
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that his amendment was an entirely differ. 


ent proposal and was entirely in order. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON also argued that the 
amendment was in many respects different 
from the original proposition and was 
entirely in order, 

It being six o'clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
Government had taken any action yet with 
respect to the removal of duties in com- 
pliance with the wishes of the House last 
night. } 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 


_ no doubt whatever that the new change of 


duty would have effect at the same time 
that it was intended to take effect by the 
first resolution, abandoning the five per 
cent duties, viz: On the Ist of April next 
arrangements ofa different kind had been 
made yesterday,and if he had anticipated 
the long discussion which took place last 
evening he would have made other arrange- 
ments. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON enquired whether 
the Government proposed to do anything 
with respect to the appropriations for for- 
tifications without previously consulting 
Parliament. The House passed an Act 
some two or three Sessions ago appropria- 
ting a certain amount of money for the pur- 
pose of constructing fortifications, condi- 
tioned upon an Imperial guarantee 
being extended to Canada for the amount. 
An Act of the Imperial Parliament was 
passed during last year pledging this guar- 
antee on the terms contemplated by the 
Act. He thought the country was entitled 
to know whether the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite were proceeding under the authority 
of these two Acts, the Act of the Imperial 
Parliament and the Act of this Parliament, 
to expend the money without previously 
consulting this Parliament. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
the question of the hon. member was one 
of which a formal notice should have been 
given, but he (Sir Geo. E.) might say for 
himself that the question of fortifications 
was now in the same state as it was three 
months ago. It was a question which the 
Government had not yet been called upon 
by the Imperial Government to consider. 
Hon. gentlemen were aware that the ap- 
propriations for fortifications had been’made 
to carry out strategic works recommended 
by the Imperial authorities in England. 
The recent war in France would no doubt 
cause them to change their plans, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON notified the Govern. 


ment that on the next occasion on going 
into Committee of Supply he would renew 


his enquiry with a view to eliciting from 
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the Government an explicit statement as 
to their intentions with respect to the ex- 
penditure on fortifications between this 
session and next meeting of Parliament, 
without having consulted Parliament on 
the subject, 


Business. 


SUPPLY. 


The House went into Committee of Sup- 
ply, Mr. STREET in the chair. 


INTERCOLONTAL RAILWAY. 


On the item of $6,000,000 for the Inter- 
colonial Railway. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for explana- 
tions 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained that the 
rails to be delivered in the fall of 1871 and 
the spring of 1872 would cost $1,314.000. 
The balance of (ar contracts coming due in 
the spring of 1872 amounted to $244,000; 
balance ot ties contracts, $100,000; con-' 
tracts for forty locomotives to be delivered 
this year, $477,000; contract for the build- 
ings at Moncton, $84,000; _ ballasting,. 
$225,000; works on permanent way, 
¢3,300,000; engineering staff expenses, 
$175,000 ; management, $23,000; printing, 
advertising, &c., $2,000. Total, $5,944,500. 
The supply system would be discontinued 
in June. He was unable now to give a 
statement of expenditure from January 
Ist, 1871 till the 30th of June next, but he 
would furnish it on concurrence. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said it would be 
impossible to tell how the work would 
proceed, and therefore it was impossible 
to estimate safely that expenditure. 

Mr. MACKENZIE complained of the 
management in the construction of the 
railway. An instance of it came under his. 
own observation some time ago, and he 
had mentioned it in a speech. In one 
place he had seen a staff of twelve engi- 
neers and only about forty-four men and 
five or six horses. That statement had 
since been contradicted, but he spoke 
from personal observation, The Govern- 
ment should give more complete informa. 
tion on the subject. 

Mr. WALSH said that the twelve engi- 
neers referred to were employed on a con- 
siderable section of the road and not all 
at one place. It was impossible to give an 
estimate of the expenditure up to the 
30th June, as they could not tell what. 
progress would be made. 

Mr, MACDONALD (Glengarry) advocat~ 
ed a gauge of four feet eight and a half 
inches. ‘This gauge should be adopted on 
all roads in future, and the Grand Trunk 
would be brought to adopt it, too, on their 
whole line. The American gauge was 
cheaper and amply sufficient to accommo- 
date all the trattic that the railway could. 
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obtain. The North Shore Road would have 
the 4 feet 84 inch American gauge, and it 
was advisable to have the same gauge from 
Ottawa to Halifax. The matter was well 
worthy the consideration of the House. 


Hon. Mr. BUANCHET advocated a 
uniform gauge for the Dominion and that 
should be the narrow gauge. TheG W.R. 
had adopted it, and so had the Pacific Rail- 
way, (hear, hear). 

Mr. DUFRESNE thought the Govern- 
ment should inform the House what was 
their policy on this important matter. 


Mr. SHANLY said that the four feet 
eight and a half inch gauge had now be- 
come the gauge for this Continent, and 
the time would come when the Government 
would be obliged. to adopt it in Canada. 
He believed it should be made a condition 
in the charters of all new companies that 
they should adopt this gauge It was not 
so very difficult to make it the uniform 
gauge of the Dominion as supposed. 
The Great Western Railway had changed 
from the broad to the narrow gauge 
the section of their line between ‘Toronto 
and Hamilton, a distance of forty-two 
miles in eight hours, (hear, hear). The 
sooner the narrow gauge was adopted, the 
better for all. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN, said that this 
question had not escaped the attention of 
the Government but in considering this 
question they had to take into considera- 
tion the Grand Trunk Railway, for it was 
not advisable to have two gauges in the 
country, one on the Intercolonial Railway 
and the other on the Grand Truk Railway. 
There were other lines also to be consider- 
ed. The cost of a change of gauge from 
Halifax to Truro and from Amherst to 
Moncton, and the branches of this line 
would amount to about $1,000,000. The 
cost of a change of gauge on the entire 
length of the Grand Trunk Railway 
would be between $2,750,000 and $3,000- 
000. Under the circumstances, the Gov— 
ernment had come to the conclusion not 
to change their gauges at present, though 
the time would come when it might be 
desirable to do so. 


Hon. Mr. 
did not require any special knowledge of 


railway matters to come to the conclusion | 


that sooner or latter the narrow gauge 
would become the gauge of the continent. 


Even the Grand Trunk acknowledge that | 


they would effect a great saving if 
they had the means to change their gauge 
so as to make it correspond with the 
American lines. The argument that cars 
coming toa change of gauge would be a 
great disadvantage, should have 
no weight in the case of the Intercolonial, 


Mr. Macdonald ; 
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because it was not proposed to work the 
two railroads with the same stock. It 
was well understood by all conversant 
with railway matters that it was not sate 
to allow loaded cars to run a greater dis- 
tance than 5U0 miles without examination, 
so thst the assumption that the circum- 
stance of the Intercolonial being of the 
same gauge as the Grand Trunk would 
allow cars to travel from Sarnia to Halifax 
without breaking bulk was a fallacy, as 
it was well known that the Grand Trunk 
would be very willing to change its gauge 
provided it had the means, it wonld be 
very uaowise for the House to allow the 
Government to construct the Intercoionial 
on the broad gauge system with the pros- 
pect of having to change it in the course 
of a fewyears. <A very great blunder was 
committed, and a great wrong was done 
to the people in the matter of the expen- 
diture on that railway. Several millions 
would have been saved had the choice of 
route been different, and he for one had 
done his utmost to pursuade his colleagues 
and the House that the route chosen was 
not the proper one. When, however, the 
route had been chosen it was distinctly 
understood that the line should be built 
as cheaply and economically as possible. 
It was pretty well understood, however, 
that in violation of that understanding the 
Government had now decided to make the 
railway one of the most expensive on the 
Continent, they had decided to use steel 
rails, build iron bridges, and in fact con. 
struct a first class English Riilway—and he 
trusted the House would not fail to express 
its opinion onthe matter—as grants had 
already been made by the Governments of 
New Brunswick and Quebec, which would 
probably result in building a shorter route 
before the completion of the Intercolonial 
—which could not fail to take the greater 
part of the traffic, both passenger and 
freight, and as the Intercolonial would be- 
come simply a local line, it became the 
House to insist on it being built as cheaply 
as possible. He was decidedly in favour 
of the gauge being narrow, and then ina 
few years there would be a uniform gauge 
throughout the Dominion. On another 
occasion he should submit an amendment 
to the House in the direction he had 
argued, first that the gauge should be 
narrow, and second, that the construction 
should be as cheap and economical as pos- 
sible. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the matter had 
been considered by the Government most 
carefully. Every one admitted that it was 
most unfortunate that the Grand Trunk was 
not constructed on the narrow gauge sys- 
tem as there was no doubt that it would 
have been most advantageous had the coun. 
try hada narrow gauge system altogether. 
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Not only, however, was the Grand Trunk 
line broad gauge, but the Government had 
300 miles of line in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick of the same gauge. He was 
very much disappointed on looking into 
the question to find that there was no 


considerable saving either in the construc- 


tion or working of the narrow guage ds 
compared with the broad. The Govern- 
ment had obtained the opinions of the 


foremost professional men within their 


reach, and everything went to show that 
the difference in construction and opera-— 
tion was very inconsiderable indeed. It 
was a question of vital importance that all 
the traffic should be got for the line pos- 
sible, and he was convinced that a break 
of gauge anywhere between Montreal and 


_ Halifax would increase the cost of freight, 


and would seriously diminish the 
amount of traffic that would pass oyer the 
line. The matter was however scarcely 
one that could be intelligently discussed 
by the House, as it could only be decided 
by the evidence of the most scientific men, 
which could. be given before the railway, 
or some other Committee of the House. 
As to the style of railway that was being 
constructed he thought the large amount 
anrually necessary to keep the Nova Sco- 
tia linesin repair was a sufficient reason to 
justify the construction in the first instance 
of a good substantial road which would not 
require any great outlay for years to come. 
There was no doubt that a large additional 
outlay was involved in the adoption of steel 
rails, but before the Government had de- 
cided on that matter they had obtained 
the reports of the Chief Engineer of the 
Intercolonial and of Mr. Livesey, one of 
the most distinguished Mechanical Engi- 
neers in Great Britain, who stated that 
although the cost of steel rails largely ex- 
ceeded that of Iron rails, it would be in 
the end, the truest economy to use steel 
rails, 


Hon, Mr. MACDOUGALL said that when 
in England he had made every possible 
enquiry as to the best style of rail, and 
the very greatest authorities had informed 
him that for a railway witha heavy and 
constant traffic, steel rails were economical, 
but in other cases, iron rails were the best. 
It was very natural that the Chief Engineer 
of the Intercolonial should desire to con- 
nect his name with a thoroughly first-class 
railway, but it was the duty of the House 
to consider the interests of the people of 
the country, and to make the expenditure 
as small as possible—consistent with mak- 
ing the line suitable for the purposes re- 
quired. 


Mr. BODWELL thought as the narrow 
gauge was so general on the Continent 
and as it was stated that the Pacific Line 
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was also to be on the narrow gauge system, 
and the fact of the Grand Trunk line 
being a different gauge ought not to in- 
duce the Government to conform the In- 
tercolonial to thatline. He was convinced 
that the route chosen was not the one, and 
thought the Government would do well 
to consider whether it could not yet be 
changed. Although a cheap construc- 
tion might involve an expenditure in order 
to keep the line in good order, it ought to 
be considered whether that would not be 
fully covered by the interest on the addi- 
tional amount which would be expended 
on a more costly expenditure. He thought 
the Government shuuld consider whether 
it would not be well to adopt the narrow 
gauge, and to revert to the economical 
system which they haa first entertained. 
Hon. JOS. HOWE said he never be- 
lieved the present route of the Intercolo- 
nial would be a commercial success. He 
never advocated it on that score, but he 
approved of itas a link to bind the Pro- 
vinces together. It would promote the 
settlement of a country, which might 
under other circumstances have long re- 
mained a wilderness. It was not on ac- 
count of local interests that he advocated 
the present .route. Nova Scotia would be 
as well satisfied with a line running through 
the middle of New Brunswick, but, for all 
that, they believed that the route which 
had been adopted was the best one, all 
things considered. He would not enter 
into’a discussion as to the material that 
should be used in the construction of 
bridges. That was a matter which could 
better be settled by the Railway Com- 
mittee. With regard to the cost of en- 
gineering, he would only say that he had 
compared it with the cost of engineering 
on other lines, and he was in a position to 
say that it was less than on any other 
lines, among them the Nova Scotia lines 
and the Grand Trunk Railway. He would 
have no objection to seeing two or three 
lines running through the Province of 
New Bru“iwick. There was room enough 
for them all, and they would promote 
closer relations between the Provinces. 
Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL replied to the 
insinuations thrown out during the debate, 
that he had sacrificed his principles in 
order to retain his seat and his salary. 
But there was a history connected with 
this question. When the question of the 
choice of the Intercolonial Railway was 
under discussion it was well known that 
there was a difference in the Cabinet on 
the subject. It was well known that the 
Minister of Customs and himself formed 
a minority in the Cabinet. That there 
were difterences of opinion was but natura] 
for it was a subject on which there might 
ke honest differences. He (Mr. McDougall) 
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had conversed with the hon. member for 
West Durham and the hon. member for 
Chateauguay on the subject, but these 
hon. gentlemen took no steps to press the 
majority and to sustain the minority on 
that occasion. When an influential journal 
in Toronto was asked to cppose the choice 
of the long route, the an:wer was ‘ the 
Government are ina difficult position, there 
isa division in the Cabinet, letthem figl.:t 
zt out.’’ The fyles of that newspaper were 
open to every one who wished to consult 
them, and while this matter was discussed 
by Government during a time extending 
several months, no articles could be found 
in it pointing out the proper course to be 
adopted. The desire to destroy the Gov- 
ernment kept it quiet. With these facts in 
view he (Mr. McDougall) would not stand 
here or anywhere else and be told that he 
sacrificed principle or had a right t) 
take any other course than the one he 
took while a member of the Government. 
If he had left the Cabinet, could he 
have prevented the choice of the north- 
ern route under the circumstances ? 
But there were other reasons which in- 
fluenced him. The question on the North 
West, in which he felt a deep interest, was 
still to be disposed of. That question he 
considered of far more importance than 
the expenditure of four or five millions of 


‘dollars more or less on a work on which‘ 


there might have been honest differences 
of opinion. Having done all in his power 
in endeavoring to prevent the choice of 
the long route, even to the extent that 
he had been charged with having taken 
& course not consistent with his position in 
the Cabinet, and having failed to obtain 
any support from those to whom he _ look- 
ed for assistance, he submitted to what 
appeared to him to be the conclusion of 
the public on this question and remuined 
in the Government, the majority deciding 
the matter. With respect to the insinua- 
tion that he had been induced by any 
consideration of his ministerial position 
or the salary arising from that PPsition to 
‘consent to anything that would~ prejudice 
the public interest, he repudiated it and he 
left it to the honorable members opposite 
to say if he had not on all occasions fear- 
lessly pressed his views in the interest of 
the public. He knew very well that there 


was at least one honorable gentleman | 


‘who would be glad to see him broken 
‘down and forced out of public life, but he 
(Mr. McDougall) would pursue his course 
fearlessly, regardless of the sneers from 
either side of the House. 


Mr. BLAKE disclaimed any desire to 
wound the feelings of Hon. Mr. McDou- 
gall, but could not refrain from contrast- 
ing his former action as a Minister with 


Hon. Mr. McDougall. 
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| denounced its character. 
| nial would never pay, and already the 
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the recent denunziations of the Intercolo- — 


nial Railway route, as involving the 
casting of eight millions of dollars into 
the sea, He first combined with his col- 
leagues to put this question out of Parlia- 
ment to deprive it of its righttul authority 
over a Canadian question and Canadian ex- 
penditure. With what grace couid he ac- 
cuse the Ontario Opposition of apathy in 
assisting him, when in 1867 he took a course 
which resulted in crippling them, and 
destroying the fruits of years of labour ? 
He opposed his old colleagues struggling 
against a Ministry overwhelmingly strong 
through his alliance, and he now turned 
round and accused them of leaving 
him unassisted. In 1868 he aided their 
political enemies to defeat all attempts 


to secure a route every way better for ” 


the country than the present one. This 
reproach then should never have come 
from him (cheers). He was wrong, how- 
ever, broken and dispirited, as was the Op- 
position they would have willingly co- 
operated with him to prevent the absurd 
suicidal choice determined upon. He 
should have resigned rather than acquiesce 
in a decision contrary to his reason and 
judgment. He lost his opportunity of a 
fiting protest, and must now be held re- 
sponsible not only for an indisfensible Act 
but for contributing to break up and de- 
Stroy the usefulness of his party. He 
(Mr. Blake) was sorry to make these re- 
marks, but felt bound to vindicate the 
cause of the Opposition. 


Mr. MACKENZIE replied in a similar 
manner to the remarks of the hon. member 
for North Lanark, and explained that the 
Opposition had used all their efforts to 
prevent the adoption of the North Shore 
route. He ridiculed the idea that the Op- 
position had ever been looked to by the 
minority in the Cabinet to aid in framing 
the policy of the Ministry. The hon. 
member for North Lanark had once assured 
him that he would have resigned rather 
than submit to the majority, if the Hon. 
Minister of Customs had gone out with 
him. He afterwards gave as a second 
reason for remaining in office, that the 
Ontario members had not sustained him, 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL— Yes. 


Mr. MACKENZIE condemned strongly 
Mr. Tilley for, abandoning his 
pledge to his constituents to resign if the 
North Shore route were persisted in, and 
The Intercolo- 


whole conntry was convinced of the fact 
however suitable it was as a military road, 


After further discussion, 
Mr. MACKENZIE reid extracts from his 
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past speeches to show the determined 
stand the Opposition had taken in hostili- 
ty to the North Shore route. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN confessed that he 
felt thankful that the minority in the 
Cabinet had not resigned their seats in the 
Cabinet as he feared they wonld have done, 
for if they had, it would have endangered 
the success of the Robinson route. He 
had always been in favor of the route, 
and was glad that it had been chosen. 
But he could hardly credit the statement 
that the Government proposed to furnish 
steel rails to the Grand Trunk Railway, 
and give the old worn-out rails of that line 
to the North Shore road. In the interest 
of economy it was essential that a good 
_ substantial line should be constructed in 
the first instance, and he considered the 
policy of the Government in this matter as 
wise and prudent, and one which would 
be supported by the country and the 
House. He was not prepared to ex- 
press an opinion on the subject of 
gauges but thought the opinion of the 
member for Grenville was entitled to great 
weight. The whole subject was of the 
greatest importance and should receive 
the fullest and most earnest consideration 
of the Government. He thought that if 
anything the am »unt asked was too little 
as the work ought to be completed as soon 
as possible. 


Mr. MACKENZIE read an extract from a 
speech he had made in 1867, urging eco- 
nomy in the construction, and shortness of 
route, and regretting the large vote that 
had been granted. He said, at that time, 
the route had not been decided, and he 
had pointed out as forcibly as he could 
the result that would follow from the 
adoption of the longer route, and there- 
fore the member for Lanark must admit 
that he had the full support of himself 
and the other members of the Opposi- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL did not see 
anything very decided in what the hon. 
member had urged, and further did not 
think that at the time the speech was 
given, that hon. gentleman could be con. 
sidered as representing the views of the 
Opposition generally. 

Mr. WALSH said that under the Union 
Act the Government had to connect River 
du Loup with the other lines at Truro, and 
the line now adopted was actually thirty- 
five miles shorter than the other route. 
He had given the matter much considera- 
tion, and maintained that the present 
route was the best. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said the pro- 
prietors of other lines. were quite wilting 
to allow the Government running privl- 
leges. 
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Mr. WALSH said no doubt they would, 
but would have exacted a heavy equivalent. 
He referred to a remark made by the 
member for Lambton, that the Government 
had diverted the line from the Robinson 
route by way of Newcastle, involving a 
largely increased expenditure, but he 
stated that by that diversion ten miles 
had been saved. The bridge required 
over the Miramichi was also much smaller 
than it otherwise would have been. 
In reference to the gauge, even were any 
portion placed on the narrow gauge, only 
a small portion could be so placed. As to 
what the member for Lanark had said as 
te cars not being able to go through, that 
was one Of the great advantages that would 
result. Were the question in its first 
stage, the narrow gauge might be advis- 
able, but under the present circumstances 
such could not be done. As to the char- 
acter of the line, the Government had 
never’been ccmmitted to build a cheap 
road, but had always held that the truest 
economy would be the construction of a 
good substantial road. He concluded by 
saying that one route would have cost as 
much as the other. 


Mr: MACDONALD (Glengarry) — The 
Minister of Public Works had maintained 
that the Intercolonial should be of the 
same gauge as the Grand ‘Trunk,—-he 
thought the Grand Trunk should not be 
considered. As to the contracts that had 
been given out for stock, very little had 
been done, and what had been made could 
easily be changed. There was no doubt 
that the narrow gauge could be very 
much more easily worked in the winter 
time and of all the many miles of railway 
now under construction in Ontario, every 
one was ou the narrow gauge system— 
and under these circumstances the Gov- 
ernment should not persist in building the 
Intercolonial on the broad gauge. As to 
the break of gauge, let the Government 
buy from the Grand Trunk Railway the 
line from Quebec to Riviere du Loup. 


Hon. Mr. HOW said it was absurd to 
imagine that the country would allow the 
Government to buy that portion from the 
Grand Trunk. ‘The Government was sim- 
ply conforming to the circumstances by 
which they were surrounded. 

Mr. A. P. MACDONALD spoke as to 
what Mr. Mackenzie had said as to the 
change of route purposely to oblige a 
member of the Government. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that what he had 
stated and he had stated it in the House 
was that the line was taken some miles 
up the River Miramichi beyond deep water, 
and that it was then found that the only 
way to reach deep water was apparently by 
a switch to Mr. Mitchell’s shipyard. 
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Mr. A. P. MACDONALD said there was 
no doubt the narrow was the better gauge, 
but under the arrangements it could not 
be adopted. The Intercolonial had doubt- 
lessdone the greatest good to the country 
through which it passed, and would tend 
to make land more valuable than in the 
West. He considered the work had been 
carried on as fast as possible, considering 
the difficulties of climate to be contended 
against. He did not think any money 
had been wasted, but that the line would 
be exceedingly benetficiai, and: Ontario 
would be astonished to find the amount of 
traffic that would pass over it. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) said that the Inter- 
colonial had been forced on the Dominion, 
and whatever the gauge, it would be found 
that the whole expenditure had been 
thrown away. The question to ve con- 
sidered was how the line could be com- 
pleted most economically, and throughout 
Ontario there was certainly a feeling that 
a large amount had been squandered. He 
thought the deference of the Commission- 
ers to the Chief Engineer was very much 
more than the Chiet Engineer showed to 
them,—for that gentleman in his Report 
had altogether condemned the mode of 
proceeding proposed by the Commission- 
ers. ‘he first intention had been to con- 
struct a cheap road, but they now seemed 
to have adopted the most costly plan 
possible. He thought the narrow gauge 
ought certainly to be adopted. He had 
travelled over the country but did not 
entertain anything like the favorable 
Opinion expressed by the member for 
West Middlesex. No timber grew, and 
the land was certainly unfit for cultiva- 
tion. 


Dr. ROBITATULE stated that the land 
was covered with birch, maple and soft 
wood, and some of the finest stock was 
raised there. 


Hon. Mr. BEAUBIEN said that in the 
valley of the Matapedia the whole of the 
land was arable and fit for cultivation. 
This has been ascertained definitely by 
special surveys, and the land was being 
taken up very fast. 


Mr. WALSH said that no steps had been 
taken to build a switch at Newcastle, and 
it was not correct that they were confined 
to Mr, Mitchell’s shipyard for deep water. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked information as 
to the appropriations for Engineering and 
Management. 


Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN explained that 
the Management consisted of the Commis- 
sioners and their staff. 


Item passed. 


Mr. A. P. Macdonald. 
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NOVA SCOTIA RAILWAY. 


On the item of $31,000 for Nova Scotia 
Railway, 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked for information 
and on 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explaining the 
work to be done. 
The item passed. 


NEW BRUNSWICK RAILWAY. 


Item of $213,800 for European and North 
American, New Brunswick and: Eastern 
Extension Railways. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained the 
purposes to which the vote was proposed 
to be applied, and 

The item passed. 


HALIFAX TERMINUS. 


Item for $150,000 for extension of Rajl- 
way Terminus to Halifax. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the In- 
tercolonial would end at Richmond, some 
23 miles outside Halifax, and it was pro- 
posed to carry it into the city. 

Item passed. 


CANAL COMMISSION. 


In reply to Mr. MACKENZIE, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the re- 
port of the Canal Commission would be be- 
fore the House early in the ensuing week. 


HARBOURS AND PIERS. 


Item of $326.000 for Harbours and Piers. 

Mr. MACKENZIE complained that some 
of the contracts had not been given to the 
lowest tender, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained that 
the lowest tender for the Rondeau Har- 
bour had been accepted. The same con- 
tractor, however, made the lowest tender 
for the Goderich Harbour, and the Govy- 
ernment thought the same man should 
not have the two works. They therefore 
gave the contract to the next lowest ten- 
derer, he accepting it at the price of the 
lowest tender. ‘The same was the case in 
the Chantry Island works, the Contractor 
who had received the Goderich Harbour 
contract was given to the next tenderer at 
the lowest price. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the explanation 
was most miserable, and the work had 
been apportioned to gratify political par- 
tisans. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Government. 


had taken on themselves the responsibili- 
ty of disregarding tenders, and making 
private bargains with their friends. He 
thought the case a very bad one indeed. 
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Mr. OLIVER said that he found from 


_ the papers produced, that the Engineer of 
_ the Department had recommended the 


lowest tender in each case, and he did not 
know why the Minister had not acted on his 
recominendation. ° 


Mr. STEPHENSON said that no one for 
amoment doubted Mr. Brown’s ability to 
perform whatever work ‘he contracted for ; 
but this one thing could be said: At the 
time these tenders were opened, there was 
a strong feeling expressed in opposition to 
the Government allowing one man to have 
@ monopoly of the works for which tenders 
had been called, and he (Mr. S.) had re- 
ceived letters from various sections of the 
country, making complaints on this score 
when it was believed Mr. Brown was likely 
to get the contracts for the construction 
of both the Rondeau Harbour and the 
Harbour at Goderich; and, moreover, 
several of the strongest of these complaints 
came from political friends of the member 
for West Durham. As the contracts now 
stood, he (Mr. ) believed that Mr. Brown 
was perfectly satisfied ; he, at all events, 
presumed so from the fact that Mr. Ste- 
phenson was aware that Mr. Brown had 
expressed himself as being indifferent so 
far as the Rondeau was concerned, as to 
whether he aid the pier, stone and iron 
worl: or not, so long as he had the dredg- 
ing, which was‘what he now was to per- 
form at the Rondeau as well as at Gode- 
rich. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. MERRITT regretted exceedingly 
that the lowest tenders had not been. ac- 
cepted, . 

After some further discussion, in which 
Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Street, and Mr. 
Workman took part, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the Gov- 
ernment considered that no contractor 
should have more than one of the works. 
It had been said that political partisan- 
ship had ‘existed. Such was not the case. 

Item was passed. 

The Committee reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again to-morrow. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER stated that 
to-morrow the estimates would be con. 
tinued. 

The House adjourned at 1 a. m. 


Fripay, 24th March, 1871. 


After routine, 

Hton. Dr. TUPPER brought down returns 
of Orders in Council issued relative to the 
Fisheries, and a statement of the means 
adopted by the Hon. Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries to prevent sawdust and rub- 
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bish from being thrown into rivers fre- 
quented by fish, &c. . 

Mr. SHANLY introduced a Bill con- 
cerning the Vandreuil Company. 


Mr. WORKMAN introduced a Bill to 
amend the charter of the Sun Insurance 
Company. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY introduced a Bill re-- 
lating to the Commercial Bank of New~ 
Brunswick. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said, in referrence 
to a petition which he had presented to- 
day relative to the archives of Canada, 
that the object of the literary gentlemen 
whose names were attached to it, was to 
preserve all public documents which would 
be useful as records of the history of the 
country. He spoke at some length of the 
necessity of preserving these documents. 
He therefore moved that the petition be 
referred to the Joint Committee on the- 
Library. 

Hon. Mr. DORION hoped that steps: 
would be taken to arrange and preserve 
the papers referred to. 

Mr. O’CONNOR introduced a Bill to in- 
corporate the Board of Trade of the Town 
of Windsor. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER gave notice 
that he would on Tuesday next move the 
House into Committee of the Whole to 
consider certain resolutions for an address 
to Her Majesty on the subject of the draft 
of a Bill intended for submission to the 
Imperial Parliament. ; 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT complained, that - 
the draft of the Bill was not submitted. 
with the papers. 

After some further discussion the sub-- 
ject was dropped. | 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS gave notice that he 
would on Tuesday next submit a resolution 
to the House to empower the Government 
to treat with the Ontario Government for 
the sale or lease of the Rockwood Asylum.. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


Hon. Mr. HOLYON, before going into 
Committee of Supply asked whether the 
Government intended to Act upon the 
power they possessed to expend money on 
fortifications during the approaching 
Parliamentary recess, or whether 
they were prepared to assure Par- 
liament that no steps looking to an ex- 
penditure under the appropriation Act of 
1868 would be taken until this Parliament 
should again meet at its next session. He 
was persuaded that the all but unanimous 
feeling of the country was averse to any ex- 
penditure being undertaken under the ex- 
isting Acts. | Z 

Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER’ said the 
Government had considered the ‘question 
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and had come to the conclusion that they 
would not expend any money under the 
power granted them during the recess, 
and at the next session if they intended 
to do anything they would inform the 
House of it (cheers). He was glad that he 
had elicited cheers from the Opposition, 
(laughter). 
SUPPLY. 

The House went into Committee of 
Supply. 
Mr. S!REET in the chair. 
The item of $5,000 for the protection to 
Little Hope light house was carried. 


PUBLIC AND PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS. 


On the details of expenditure on the 
Departmental and Parliament Buildings, 
some discussion took place. 

Mr. MACKENZIE complained of the 
inefficient minner in which the public 
buildings were heated. Any one who had 
the misfortune to sit in this Legislative 
Chamber knew that it could only be done 
at the risk of health from drafts. He be- 
jieved that the Government deserved 
credit for having resisted the claim of Mr. 
Garth for $37,0U00 for heating the buildings. 
The system is the most inefficient and 
costly one that could have been adopted. 
It was the natural result, however, of 
employing men to look after it, not 
because they were titted for the business, 
but because they were Government parti- 
sans. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the Gov. 
ernment had decided to enquire into ‘the 
matter, and would endeavor to obtain a 
more economical system. ‘The present 
cost of heating the buildings was $30,QU0. 

Mr. MACKENZIE was confident that the 
Object might be obtained for one third of 
the amount. 

Item carried. 


LIBRARY BUILDING. 


Item for $50,000 for Library Building. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Building 
would be finished by November next.— 
Carried, 


TOWER AND GROUNDS. 


Item of $207,000 for Tower, Railings, 
Grounds, &c., of Parliament Buildings. 

Hon. LANGEVIN said the object of 
the yote was to complete the whole work. 
‘he tower would be completed, and it 
was desirable that a proper fence should | 
be erected and the grounds put in proper | 
order. The fence would be erected dur- 
ang the year 1871-72. . 

Hon. Mr. MocDOUGALi asked whether 
plans had been decided upon. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN answered in the 
negative, and said that when the plans 


Hon. Sir G. E. Cartier. 
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were decided on, 
before the House. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked whether the 
sums asked would cover all expenses. 

Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN said he could not 
say posit'vely, but did not think much 
more would be required. The amounts 
were to cover the costs of construction 
and not of repairs. The Tower was 
to be completed with wood and iron, not 
stone. Tenders had not yet been called 
for--as Engineers had thought it advisable 
not to finish the Tower at once. ‘The 
Tower had now settled equally and would 
be able to be completed. 

Item passed. 


HALIFAX PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Item of $200,00U for Post Office. Cus- 
tom House, and other Public Buildings at 
Halifax. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the Govern- 
ment should fully explain the circumstan- 
ces of this vote, in connection with the 
Provincial Buildings already erected at 
Halifax. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Government did not possess those build- 
ings, and it was absolutely necessary 
that the Government should have build- 
ings at Halifax. The Government would 
be glad to receive those buildings, but the 
Local Government refused to hand them 
over. The claim of that Government 
had never been decided to be inadmissible 
but nothing could be done until the build- 
ings were handed over. 

Mr. JONES (Halifax) gave notice that 
he should move an amendment on the 
item coming up for concurrence. The 
building had been constructed to accom- 
modate a large number of Government 
Departments, partly belonging to the 
Local, and partly belonging to the Domin- 
ion Government. The Local Government 
might, therefore, well have asked for half 
the entire cost of construction, but had 
only asked for the expenditure since Con- 
federation. The building had been con- 
structed most economically, the Con- 
tractors barely covering their outlay. The 
Local Government took the ground that 
as the work had been originally started 
for Local objects the Dominion Govern- 
ment should share the expense. He 
believed the Government of Nova Scotia 
had ottered to give up the building on 
terms unfair to ker own people, and that 
instead of asking $66,000, they ought to 
have asked $100,000 or half the entire 
cost. If the Dominion Government did 
not meet the proposition of the Local 
Government, and accept the building on 
the terms offered, they would have to go 
to much larger expenditure in construct- 
ing buildings of their own. They would 
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haye to pay more, and would have to wait 
three or four years for a building to ac- 


commodate services for which the Pro- 
vincial building had been expressly con- 
structed. He thought no new building 
should be commenced until the negotia- 


- tions between the two Governments were 


concluded. He contended the matter was 
one of open and unadjusted account be- 
tween the two Governments, and the Goy- 
ernment had no right to retain the $10,- 
000 for interest, The Government of 
Nova Scotia having constructed the build- 
ing for objects which were now partly un- 
der the Dominion Government, their 
claim was more than just, for they had a 
right to receive either one half the entire 
cost, or retain one half of the building. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Dominion Government were required by 
law to charge interest on the cost of the 
building so longas it was not handed over, 
and they had no other course open to 
them. The first step to be taken was for 
the Local Government to hand over the 
building, and he would then be prepared 
to recommend that the matter should be 
referred to arbitration, and the Govern- 
ment would ask Parliament for any amount 
decided by the Arbitrators. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought’ the 
Government could not persist 
in asking the vote, which was_ for 


the sole reason of coercing the people of 
Nova Scotia. 1f the Government was 
right, why not wait till the elections in 
Nova Scotia had taken place, and the new 
Local Parliament had expressed its views 
of the matter. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER, said it was of no 
consequence for what the buildings were 
constructed, or whether they came within 
purview of the Union Act, because the 
Government of Nova Scotia entireiy repu- 
diated these grounds in their correspon- 
dence. The Government claimed the sum 
of $66,000, for the reason expressly stated 
that that money was expended siace Con- 
federation out of Provincialfunds. Under 
the Union Act the building became a Do- 
minion building, and ought to have been 


- eeded to the Dominion Government, The 


similar circumstances, a 
svauld have established 8 principle that 


Local Government, however, passed a 
minute that they would hold the building 
until the question of Confederation was 
settled. Onthe granting of the subsidy 
the Dominion made a condition that that 
subsidy should be chargeable with five per 
cent interest onthe cost of construction 
of the building, until it should be handed 
over. Ifthe claim of Nova Scotia had been 
admitted, a further claim of $300,000 
would have been urged under precisely 
The admission 
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would have opened the way to numbers of 
similar claims from every Province. The 
Dominion Government were absolutely 
precluded by the Union Act from admit- 
ting the claim on which it was urged by 
the Local Government. If the statement 
of the member for Halifax was correct the 
Nova Scotia Government had done them- 
selves great injustice in stating their case. 
The action of the Nova Scotia Government 
had been most extraordinary ; they ought 
to have given up the building under pro- 
test, and stated their determination to sus- 
tain their claim. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked the hon. Presi- 
dent of the Council to explain the grounds 
on which the appropriation was asked. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER was glad he had 
satisfied the honorablé member for 
Chateauguay on every other point, and 
would be able to satisfy him as to the 
appropriation before he took his seat. 


The interest charged was upon a state- 


ment made by the Local Government it- 
self, and the moment they stated that the 
cost had been less, the interest had been 
charged on the smaller amount. The 
people of Halifax were especially suffer- 
ing from the want of a post office, and the 
custom house also was altogether inade- 
quat3 to the requirements, the Govern- 
ment therefore were anxious not to lose 
a year, in order that, if Nova Scotia still 
determined to hold the building, they 
would be in a position at once to supply 
the buildings required. They would not, 
however, take any steps until the people 
ot Nova Scotia had decided at the ensuing 
elections whether they would sustain the 
action of the government. 


Mr. SAVARY thought the item should 
pass so that the Government might be in 
a position to supply the buildings required. 
The Government of Nova Scotia in retaining 
the building had already lost half the 
sum they claimed, and if they maintained 
their position for a few more years, they 
would have sacrificed the whole amount. 
He referred to the correspondence before 
the House, showing that the Minister of 
Finance had made the fairest promises as 
to the settlement of the account in the 
event of the Building being transferred, 
but the Local Government would not meet 
that of the Dominion in the matter. He 
asked whether the Local Government had 
furnished a detailed statement of their 
claim. (Sir F. Hincks—they have not yet.) 
He hoped to see the building handed over, 
but did not care to whom it belonged so 
that the public might have the advantage 
of using 1t. He would be sorry to defend 
any injustice to the people of Nova Scotia, 
but he would consider it a humiliation to 
that people if they should asl foranything 
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to which they had nota just right. He 
referred to the passing of the clause pro- 
viding the charge of interest.on the cost 
of the Building and charged the member 
for West Durham with haying been 
mainly instrumental in passing that clause, 
and maintained that if the Government 
had referred the matter to Arbitration, 
and the Arbitrators had granted the whole 
claim, that member would have been 


foremost in condemning such a proceed- 


Ing. | : 

Mr, BLAKE replied to the reference to 
himself, shewing that the clause had been 
adopted by 126 votes out of 132, that the 
Government themselves had adopted and 
supported the clause, and how therefore 
could he, then an insignificant member of 
the Opposition, be. charged with 
having overborne the Govern- 
ment and brought about the 
adoption of the clause. He would not 
call the attack made upon him by the 
the member for Digby cowardly, but he 
would say that the way in which the Goy- 
ernment had, in correspondence with the 
Local Government, tried to shift upon him 
and others of the Opposition the respon- 
ea, of the course pursued was coward- 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 
PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS. 


The following Private and Local Bills 

were read a second time, passed through 
Committee of the Whole, and read a third 
time :— 
' Act to incorporate the Confederation 
Life Association [as amended by Standing 
Committee on Banking and Commerce]— 
Mr. Young: 

Act to incorporate the Toronto Corn 
fixchange Association [as amended by 
Standing Committee on Banking and Com- 
merce—Mr. Beaty. 

Act to amend and explain the Act to 
amend the Charter of the Ontario Bank 
[as amended by Standing Committee on 
Banking and Commercej—Hon, Mr. 
Cameron [Peel.] 

Act to incorporate the Ontario and 
Quebec Railway Company [as amended by 
Standing Committee on Kailways, Canals 
and Telegraph lLines]—~Mr. Crawford 
[ Leeds. ] 

Act to incorporate the Montreal and 
City of Ottawa Junction Railway Company 
[as amended by Standing Committee on 
Railways, Canals and Telegraph Lines]— 
Mr. Macdonald [Glengarry, ] | 


Mr. CRAWFORD moved the second 


reading of Bill No. 2—An Act to amend 
the Act 31st Victoria, chapter 11, entitled 


Mr. Savary. 
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‘An Act respecting Banks,’’ and also to 
amend the Act 33rd Victoria, chapter 11, 
entitled ‘An Act respecting Banks and 
Banking.’’—[Hon. Mr. Abbott.]—Carried. 

The Bill was referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Commerce. 


SUPPLY. 


HALIFAX PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


The House resumed the debate on the 
Public Buildings at Halifax, in Committee 
of Supply. 

Mr. BLAKE continued to argue that the 
Dominion Government should have endea- 
voured to induce the Nova Scotia Govern- 
ment to enter into negotiations for the 
transfer of the Buildings, He believed 
that it was for political purposes that they 
failed to do this. lt was to create a bridge 
by which hon. members sitting on the 
Opposition might cross to the Government 
side that the Ministry refused to perform 
their plain duty, and entered upon what 
was Obviously an abortive effort to settle 
the difficulty. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY begged to correct the 
hon, member. The leader of the Govern- 
ment had endeavoured in good faith to 
have the difficulty settled. 


Mr. JONES [Halifax] said when the 
leader of the Dominion Government was 
in Halifax, representatives of Nova Scotia 
asked if the Dominion Government had 
any proposition to make with reference to 
the dispute between them, and the Domi- 
nion Government said they had not. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the Minister of 
the Dominion Government had _ not, 
because he was not there in a position to 
make such a settlement, but he told them 
to send their representatives to Ottawa, 
and efforts would be made to settle the 
difficulty. 

Mr. BLAKE said if so, the Minister of 
Justice, two years ago, did not say 80, 
when he [Mr. Blake] said it was the plain 
duty of the Government to have approach- 
ed the Government of Nova Scotia, and 
not merely to have formally approached 
them, but to have made every effort in 
their power to induce them ‘to enter into 


negociation, and he [Mr. Blake] said fur- 


ther, that unless the House had proof that 
such had been done, this Government was 
plainly guilty of a dereliction of duty and 
that there was no proof that any such 
effort had been made, 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER and - Hon. 
Dr. TUPPER explained that Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Hon. Mr. Macdougall dur- 
ing the convention in Halifax had extend- 
ed an invitation to the Government of 
Nova Scotia to send their Finance Minister 
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difficulty. 
Mr. MACDONALD, (Lunenburg), cor- 
roborated this statement. 


Messrs. CARMICHAEL, and ROSS, 
(Victoria), supported the statement of Mr. 
Jones that no such effort had been made 
to their knowledge. They most distinctly 
understood that the Dominion Govern- 
ment had no proposition to- make. 


Mr, BLAKE said there was no docu- 
ments to prove thatthe Dominion Gov- 
ernment had made any effort to settle the 
question. The only written evidence that 
could be furnished was that the Government 
had negotiated with Hon. Mr. Howe 
in reference to entering into negotiations 
directly with the Nova Scotia Government. 
The necessary result of this, was that the 
views of the peopleof Nova Scotia were not 
represented in the settlement, and they 
felt irritated and insulted at the manner 
in which they had been treated. If the 
negotiations had been concluded with the 
Representatives of Nova Seotia, the peo- 
ple would, no doubt, have been satistied. 
‘Lhe House was now called upon to pay 


$200,000 for buildings, and the House— 
was 


called upon to support . the 
domineering act of the Ministry over the 
Government of Nova Scotia. Mr. Blake 
here read from a speech, delivered by Hon. 
Dr. Tupper in Nova Scotia, in which that 
hon. gentleman had stated that Nova 
Scotia had received since 1867, $97,000 
more than she had contributed to the 
revenue, and thus had not aided to the 
extent of one dollarin defraying the cost 
of the Intercolonial Railway. Now, he 
{Mr. Blake] would ask was this true ? [f so 
he would not be afraid to justify his course 
two years ago in relation to the fifth clause, 
even before a Nova Scotia audience, He 
explained at considerable length the 
course which he had then taken and the 
grounds on which he had acted as he did. 


Hon. Col. GREY had almost been in- 
clined to say, let Nova Scotia have what 
she claimed if that would satisfy and do 
away with the complaints. The question 
was, however, whether the Government 
could have taken any course other than 
they had done. The member for West 
Durham had directed all his arguments 
to the condemnation of what was done be- 
fore the passing of the Act, but the Bill 
had been deliberately passed and the Goy- 
ernment were obliged to be governed by 
it, and they were tied down to a particular 
rule, without any of the latitude allowed 
in many other cases. The wishes of Nova 


‘Scotia should receive every, consideration, 


but when that had been.done nothing 
further could be allowed, for the Govern- 
ment were the servants of the Dominion 
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to Ottawa for the purpose of settling the 


Parliament and not of the Nova Scotia 
Legislature. The House must see that 
the views of the member for Halifax could 
not be entertained. He believed the 
question was one for equitable settlement, 
and he did not doubt that such a settle. 
ment could readily be arrived at. In the 
present state of the law the Government 
had only one course open to them, until 
the buildings were handed over. In addi- 
tion to the clause providing for the charg- 
ing of the interest, another clause enacted 
that the provisions of that Act, and of the 
“British North America Act of 1867,” 
should be taken in full settlement of all 
demands on Canada by Nova Scotia. As 
to why arbitration had not been called 
in, the first Minister of the Crown had an- 
swered that the Government had no power 
to employ arbitration. When the build- 
ings had been handed over no one could 
doubt that the Government would deal 
with the matter justly and equitably in 
every way, and if they did not do so they 
would incur the censure of this House. 
The law would not allow of any action 
now, but when the buildings were ceded 
and the matter came up, every one in the 
House would be anxious to see full justice 
done. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL thought it would 
be a great loss and a great waste of money 
to have two buildings at Halifax, and cer- 
tainly it was most undignified to pass 
a vote, for the sole reason’ of 
intimidating and coercing the people of 
Nova Scotia, to make them relinquish the 
position they had assumed. On these 
two grounds he was opposed to the vote, 
and he certainly thought there ought to 
be easy means of enabling the Dominion 
Government to get possession of what be- 
longed to it, without recourse to arbitra- 
tion or any other roundabout means. The 
question ought to be thoroughly enquired 
into, and it should be ascertained whether 
the statement of the member for Halifax 
that the building was erected for purposes, 
apart only of which came within the 
power of the Dominion, was correct, and 
if such should be the case, the matter 
should be adjusted on that basis. The 
Union Act provided that Nova Scotia 
should come in with a debt of $8,000,000, 
paying interest on any sum in excess of that 
amount. She was, however, indebted be- 
yond that amount, but she was not liable 
for interest on liabilities over that. amount, 
but for matters of debt only. It appeared 


to him that the additional  sub- 
sidy granted to Nova Scotia was 
intended <n full settlement of all 


claims by Nova Scotia, including the 
expenditure on the building. As to any 
sum that might have been expended on 
furniture, that might be dealt with as out- 
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side the binding terms of the Act. Az far 
however, as the main sum was concerned, 
there could be no doubt that it was govern- 
ed by the terms of the Act, and the 
Government had no power to act otherwise 
than in accordance with the law. He was 
opposed to the vote, as it was simply 
coercive, and was not intended tobe made 
use of. 

Mr. MACKENZIE could not agree with 
the statement of the President of the 
Council as regarded the amount on which 
interest had been charged. The Nova 
Scotia Government had at first named the 
amount they claimed for principal 
and interest, but afterwards named 
the exact cost when they found they were 
to be charged with interest, but they had 
not in any way attempted misrepresenta- 
tion, as the President of the Council had 
tried to show. He referred to the action 
of the Opposition with respect to 
Nova Scotia at the time of Confederation, 
toshow that the Opposition had then 
stood by Nova Scotia, and showed every 
disposition to give her full justice. The 
Province of Nova Scotia had not been well 
used in the correspondence that had taken 
place, and the money expended by Nova 
Scotia since Confederation on this building 
ought to have been paid by the Dominion 
Government. If part of the building had 
been designed for local services, the Goy- 
ernment could not claim the whole of it. 
He referred to the construction of the 
Parliament Buildings at Ottawa, and said 
that the amount spent, under the old con- 
tracts, since Confederation had been borne 
by the Dominion, and thesame rule should 
be followed in the case of the building at 
Halifax. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that he had seen 
in the hands ofthe Auditor, statements 
showing that every dollar expended on the 
Parliament buildings under contracts in 
force at the time of Confederation was 
charged against the old Province of Cana- 
da. Ifthe statement of the member for 
Lambton was correct, Nova Scotia would 
be enabled to claim hundreds of thousands 
of dollars expended under similar circum- 
stances, 

Mr, McKENZIE condemned the Govern- 
ment for attempting coercive measures, 
and said that the matter should be fully 
and fairly considered, and settled equit- 
ably, but he could not consent to the vote 
being passed simply to ascertain the views 
of the peo, le of Nova Scotia. Mr. Rose 
had frankly admitted that the amount ex- 
pended since Confederation stood on a 
different basis to that expended prior 
to that time, and had said that that mat- 
ter might form subject for equitable ad- 
Justment, and that equitable adjustment 
was exactly what he desired. : 


Hon, Mr Mecdougat, 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
whole tone of the correspondence shewed 
the readiness of the Dominion Govern- 
ment to decide the matter equitably and 
amicably, but hon. gentlemen could not 
deny that there was some ground for 
deeming that the matter was not one sim- 
ply of account. The Government had 
considered the matter to be entirely on 
the same footing as the Railway matter, 
which had been’ charged against 
Nova Scotia without objection. 
Honorable gentlemen seemed very sensi- 
tive as respects their former action concern- 
ing Nova Scotia, and seemed most anxious 
to set themselves right with that Province. 
He could not see any cause for the indig- 
nant expressions used by the member for 
West Durham, as regarded references to 
him in the correspondence as the only 
statement that could possibly apply to 
him was that the clause had been proposed 
by an opponent of the government and 
accepted by the government, and he could 
not understand how that could be termed 
a “cowardly attack.’”’ The Government 
was most anxious to dispose of the matter 
fairly, butit would be most dangerous to 
open the accounts, as1t would open the 
way for claims for millions of dollars. The 
Government had most scrupulously ad- 
hered to the principle, that all debts 
and liabilities at the time of Confederation 
should be charged against the Provinces 
incurring them. 

Hon. Mr. DORION asked whether the 
full amount of the cost of the building, 
including the $66,000 made a part of the 
debt charged against Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly 
not. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that the session- 
al papers shewed, as forming part of the 
debt charged to Nova Scotia, a sum of 
$22,000 for the Buildings. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the whole ques- 
tion was involved in the query of the 
member for Hochelaga. He stated most 
distinctly that not one farthing of the $66, - 
000 was included in or charged against the 
debt of Nova Scotia. The memorandum 
cited was nota statement of the actual 
debt, but a simple estimate, made before. 
hand by the auditor, of what that debt 
would be when all existing contracts were 
fulfilled. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the statement 
in the papers was most distinct that that 
amount was included in the debt. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS asked hon. 
gentlemen whether they could possibly 
believe or imagine thatif that amount had 
been twice charged, Nova Scotia would 
have allowed such to be done. It was im- 
possible that such could be the case. 
‘Th oel. F ba. 1 ed ¢ rhe Le ervey see ¢ 


ings. 


633 Halifax [Marca 


_ Speaking of the vote, he distinctly denied 
_ that it was intended to be in any way coer- 


cive, but the necessity for the building was 
very great and the Dominion could not go 
on year after year until the Government of 
Nova Scotia chose to hand over the build- 
With these remarks he asked the 
Committee to support the vote. . 

Mr. BLAKE asked whether interest had 
been charged on the whole cost of the 
buildings. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—Certainly it had, 
the Act provided that such should be done, 


that Nova Scotia should pay five per cent. 


on the cost of the building until it was 
handed over, and the Dominion Govern. 
ment had no choice. 


Mr. BLAKE maintained that the Act 


only intended that interest should be 
charged on the cost to the Dominion and 


not on the whole cost. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that the Act 
certainly allowed of one course only being 
taken irrespective of questions of equity, 
and if the point had been raised at the 
time the clause was passed, the member 
for West Durham would have been the very 
last to admit the view he now advocated. 


Hon. Mr. DORION was convinced that 
the Government of Nova Scotia would 
have handed over the building, if the 
Dominion Government had asked for, not 
demanded it. Nodoubt, the proper course 
would have been taken if it had not been 
for the approaching election. The vote 
asked for was wholly unjustitiable. It was 
not proposed to expend it, it was simply 


‘to be held out to the people of Nova Scotia 


as an inducement for them to send sup- 


porters of the Government to Parliament, 


or rather as a menace to force them to do 
so, 


Hon. Mr. SMITH agreed with those who 
believed that it was intended to use this 
vote to coerce Nova Scotia into submission 
to this Government. He sustained the 
view that the Dominion was liable for the 


-cost of the buildings, and should recoupe it 


to Nova Scotia. 


Mr. SCATCHERD spoke at some length 
against the appropriation. 

Mr. SAVARY said if this vote was 
withdrawn the effect of it would be to keep 
the buildings closed for a year longer. He 
could see no attempt at coercion in this 
appropriation. He believed a mode of 
meeting this difficulty would be found if 


‘the House would vote this money, but he 


did not see how it could be done without 


‘member for Lambton. 
to do 30, but he had said before, and he 


it. He had beencharged with having used 
offensive language in referring to the hon. 
He never intended 
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charged it now, that the party, of whom 
the hon. members for Lambton and Dur- 
ham were the chief exponents, were en- 
deavouring to fan the embers of the anti- 
confederate party into a flame to suit their 
Own purposes (hear, hear). When he, 
with other representatives of Nova Scotia, 
came to this House and saw that the object 
of the Opposition was to create discord, 
he joined the Government party, who 
were desirous of promoting peace and 
harmony throughout the Dominion. The 
consequence was that the Opposition 
from Ontario opposed every mea-— 
sure brought down by the Govern- 
ment in the interest of Nova Scotia. 
It did not rest with the hon. mem. 
ber for Lambton to charge him (Mr. 
Savary) with being a slavish supporter of 
the Government. The action of the Op- 
position had resulted in excommunicating 
every Nova Scotia member from their 
ranks. 


Mr. MILLS replied to the remarks ot 
the hon. member for Digby, chirging him 
With inconsistency. He (Mr. S.) had at 
one time used the most bitter language in 
speaking of the hon. member for Hants 
whose leadership he (Mr. Savary) now fol- 
lowec so faithfully. Mr. Mills continued to 
speak at some length against the vote. 
He characterized the course of the Govern- 
ment as shabby beyond measure in lend.- 
ing themselves to so ignoble a purpose as 
to aid the Opposition in the Nova Scotia 
Legislature. They entered into a contest 
with the Government of Nova Scotia be- 
fore the people of that Province, and they 
had taken advantage of the Act passed 
two years since, to coerce the people of 
Nova Scotia. This was his reason for op- 
posing the appropriation. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS thought the argu- 
ment of the hon. member for West Dur- 
ham most unfortunate for the country. If 
the construction of the hon. member for 
Westmoreland was correct as to the $66,- 
000 it would apply to every open account 
as incompleted work at the time of Confed- 
eration, and thus claims to the amount of 
millions might be brought against the 
Dominion. Thus if $100 were spent on a 
public work before any Province entered 
the Union, of a work to cost five millions, - 
the affirmation of this principle would cast 
this enormous responsibility on the Do- 
minion. That $66,000 being a liability of 
Nova Scotia at the Union, was properly 
chargeable to her. He denied this ques- 
tion could be treated as a matter of zc- 
count, and that any similar claim had keen 
treated in this way. 

In reply to Mr. Scatcherd, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the settlement 
made by Mr. Howe on behalf of the Pro- 
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vince of Nova Scotia had been accepted by 
her Government, for they had received ail 
the extra subsidy. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
grants and additional allowances had been 
accepted, but not the liabilities. If the 
people of Nova Scotia wanted the building 
for local purposes, they were welcome to 
it on our terms, and we claimed we must 
erect other buildings. That is our posi- 
tion. 

Mr. CURRIER asked could the Local 
Government hand over the buildings when 
they liked? 

Mr. BLAKE—Yes. | 

Mr. CURRIER—Then, after spending 
$200,000 on a new building, the present 
one might be transferred, and this Domin- 
ion might find itself with two sets of 
buildings in its hands (Opvosition cheers). 

Hon. Mr. DORION said it was admitted 
that the buildings belonged to the Do- 
minion Government, and they could hand 
them over to Canada whenever they pleas. 
ed. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS wished to 
know if the honourable member for Hoche- 
laga meant to say that the Government of 
Nova Scotia could keep those buildings for 
half a century if they pleased, and then 
force them on the Dominion Govern- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if it was admit- 
ted that the Dominion owned the build- 
ings they could take possession of them at 
any time. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said Hali- 
fax must have suitable buildings like St. 
Johns, Montreal and other cities in the 
Dominion. . 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON wished to know if 
the honorable member understood that 
the Dominion Government had not the 
power to eject the Nova scotia Govern- 
ment from the buildings if they chose. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, most cer- 
tainly not, if they pay the interest on 
them. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the Act estab- 
lished a penalty that so long as the Nova 
Scotia Government refused to surrender 
the buildings they were obliged to pay the 
interest. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the only true 
course was to get rid of the difficulty by 
coming to an agreement with the Govern- 
ment of Nova Scotia. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, in reply to 
Mr.: Currier, said that the Government 
would not accept the buildings if they had 
to build new ones. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said the Government 
might accept them or not, but the momeut 
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that Nova Scotia refused to pay interest, 
the Dominion Government must pay over 
all the subsidy as if they had accepted 
the buildings. 

Mr. BLAKE said it was as clear as the 
light, that if at any future time the Nova 
Scotia Government chose to give up the 
buildings, this Government could not 
refuse to accept them. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax), in summing up 
the debate, said their was an impression 
in Nova Scotia that the Dominion Gov- 
ernment would have settled this question 
long ago but for a member of the Cabinet 
professing to represent Nova Scotia in the 
Cabinet. He (Mr. Jones) gave notice that 
he would propose an amendment on con- 
currence which would have the effect of 
testing this question and of relieving this 
Government from an embarrassing posi- 
tion. 

Mr. KILLAM opposed the vote. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked for particulars 
of the character of the proposed building. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said other 
votes had been passed on precisely similar 
information. Plans had not been prepar- 
ed, for the reason that though the Govern- 
ment thought it desirable to have a vote, 
they hoped the Nova Scotia Government 
would surrender the building. 


Mr. MACKENZIE complained of the 
want of particulars, and said it proved 
the factious nature of the estimate. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER could not permit the 
gross misrepresentations of the hon. mem- 
ber for Lambton and others on his side of 
the House to go unanswered. He had 
been taunted with being incapable and 
incompetent and with having unfairly re- 
presented Nova Scotia. He had fought 
and done his best for Nova Scotia at. 
Quebec, and would again accept Confede- 
ration on the same terms. The Conference 
at London improved the position of Nova 
Scotia, and the Ontario Opposition and 
newspapers denounced that small grant as 
a fraud on Ontario. When, however, the 
election in Nova Scotia resulted so un- 
favourably to Confederation, he had re- 
fused position and place in order to oc- 
cupy the lower place in which he could 
help to remove the difficulties that had 
occurred. When the Government had. 
grappled with the matter, and had brought. 
down ameasure to remove the difficulties, 
the Opposition had done their utmost to 
prevent that measure of conciliation from 
passing and then they had gone to the: 
Legislature of Ontario, and convulsed that 
House with complaints of what was done | 
for Nova Scotia, and the member for 
Lambton had gone from hustings to hust- 
ings denouncing the Government for its- 
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measure of conciliation to Nova Scotia; and 
if that hon, member did not believe that 
he represented the views of Nova Scotia, 
he would prove it, and a strong corrobora- 
tion was the fact of Mr. Mackenzie having 
in his support a man who had ever been 
hostile to Nova Scotia, who had insulted 
that Parliament by absenting himself for 
two sessions, and who had been heard to 
say that he would take off his hat and 
cheer were the British flag hauled down 
throughout Canada, 


Mr. JONES—It isa deliberate untruth. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER quoted from aspeech 
of Mr. Fower, to the effect that the Oppo- 
sition had ever been hostile to Nova Scotia 
—and that Nova Scotia had nothing to 
expect from a change of Government: The 
member for Lambton had said that he 
went into the Public Account Committee, 
and took good care to see that the 
amounts chargeable under the contracts 
for the Public Buildings should be paid 
by the Dominion, and if that was admitted 
Nova Scotia would claim $600,000, instead 
of $66,000, and all the members of the 
Opposition had so far forgotten their duty 
to the country as to make the baseless insi- 
nuation that the Government intended to 
do what they themselves wanted to do, to 
make the vote an election cry—and they 
had asked the Committee to tear the 
Union Act to tatters to give them political 
capital in Nova Scotia. The Dominion 
Government had sought in every possible 
manner consistent with the Union Act to 
obtain possession of the Buildings. The 
Legislature of Nova Scotia had expressed 
its determination to keep the Buildings, 
auc the Government had said: ‘ Do so, 
and we will provide other accommodation 
for the public services, and charge you 
the interest decided by Parliament,’’—and 
if that were done the clause in the Act 
would be obliged to be repealed, but the 
Opposition desired to keep the people 
without Post Office and Custom House, 
and yet provided no means for solving the 
difficulty. The course of the Government 
has been one of the most delicate consi- 
deration. As to cost of buildings, the 
member for Halifax was a living and satis- 
factory evidence that the amount asked 
would be fully adequate. 


Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg). — The 
circumstances referred to were that in 
August 1869 the Governor General pro- 
posed to make a tour through the Mari- 
time Provinces, when some of the gentle- 
men of Halifax proposed that he should at 
least be welcomed to the city. A meeting 
was held at which a great amount of par- 
tizanship was shown. He had then moved 
a resolution for an address of welcome, 
and the member for Halifax then rose 


Halifax 


[Marcn 24, 1871.1 


Public Buildings. 688 
and opposed anything being done in re- 
cognition of the visit. He did not, howe- 
ver, say he would cheer when the flag was 
pulled down, because the meeting would 
not allow him todo so. He, however, spoke 
in favour of annexation and said when that 
day came, and when the British flag was 
pulled down from Citadel Hill he would 
take off his hat (suiting the action to the 
word) and—he was not allowed to finish 
his sentence by the roar of indigation that 
followed. Heafterwards tried to resume 
his speech but was not allowed to do so. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON roised a point of 
order that the discussion had no connec- 
tion with the vote, and called in the 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER ruled that the Chairman. 
should decide points of order in Committee 
and the Chairman ruled Mr. McDonald 
in order. 

Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) | said 
that afterwards a report was published 
purporting to be an account of what the 
member for Halifax had said, and what 
had really been said was not stated, and 
he supposed the report was what the hon. 
gentleman would have said in cooler mo- 
ments. 

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that if the 
President of the Council had desired to 
verify his statement, he should have ap- 
pealed to some one more worthy of re- 
liance. The City Council had refused to 
pass a vote of welcome, and a subsequent 
meeting had been held, and_he held a 
printed statement of what he then said— 
to the effect that the Governor should 
receive every welcome due to a distinguish- 
ed person, but that he should see that he 
came to a discontented people who con- 
sidered themselves conquered. He denied 
that he had said he would cheer when the 
British flag was pulled down, but there 
were many who desired independence, and 
if he honestly desired that, he would be 
justified in greeting it with pleasure, but 
he denied the statement even in that 
sense. He had shown the House that on 
three occasions the President of the Coun- 
cil had not done his duty to his country, 
and if he (Mr. Jones) traded and 
trafficked on the interests of the country 
as that gentleman had done, he would be 
ashamed to show his face in that House. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was amazed at the 
expressionss of the President of the Coun- 
cil, but he had ever acted as the claqueur 
of his party, and stungashe must have 
been by the exposure of the contemptible 
policy of the Government, there was no 
wonder that he hadavailed himself of his 

owers of invective. That gentleman had 
said that he had made the treatment of 
Nova Scotia his chief election cry, but he 
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would refer him to his speeches in which 
he would not tind a single reference to tbe 
subject. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER asked whether the 
hon. gentleman had not said that Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick were leeches 
on the other Provinces. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had never said 
such a thing, and if any one said he had, 
they uttered a gross falsehood ! 


Mr. A. P, MACDONALD said when the 
hoa. gentleman had finished, he would 
tell him he had said so. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the President of 
the Council had accused him of associating 
with men who would cheer when the Brit- 
ish flag was pulled down. But with whom 
did he associate? Why heassociated with a 
man who, at Fort Garry, had said “ lake 
down that rag’? and ‘wished to God that 
the Yankees had the country?’ He him- 
selt had ever been careful of Nova Scotia, 
and repudiated everything the President 
of the Council had said on the subject. 


Mr. BLAKE desired also to repudiate 
what had been said by the President of 
Council—he had not by a single word ex- 
pressed any desire to ‘‘tear the Union Act 
to tatters,’’ and the hon. gentleman, if he 
had not wilfully misrepresented, had at 
least shown great obtuseness in the con- 
struction he had placed on what had really 
been said. 


Mr. A. P. MACDONALD said the mem- 
ber for Lambton had stated that he had 
not referred to the subject of the Lower 
Provinces in his electioneering speeches— 
but he had been present with him at 
Mount Brydges, Glencoe, Newbury, and 
other places, and he declared on each 
occasion that Nova Scotia got more money 
than she was entitled to, and all through 
the influence and votes of Mr. John Sand. 
field Macdonald, Mr. Wood, and Mr, A. P. 
Macdonald’ in the Dominion Parliament, 
and that the Lower Provinces were perfect 
leeches on the Dominion. He used the 
strongest terms—especially against Nova 
Scotia. In every meeting at which he 
had been present, the member for Lamb. 
ton had brought up the money voted 
by the Dominion Parliament to Nova 
Scotia, and actually led the people of that 
country to believe that Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick would come for a large 
sum bye and bye, and that it was their 
bounden duty to send strong party men to 
the Local House, who approved of his 
views, because the Local House was en- 
tirely controled by the Dominion Parlia- 
ment. He had also stated that the Do- 
minion Government had thrown away not 
38,000,000, but $12,000,000, so increasing 
the amount as he got to small places and 
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away from reporters, and that the Interco- 
lonial Railway Commissioners were going 
to build a switch 3} miles long to benefit 
a member of the Government, and had 
thrown away a large sum of money in 
changing the route. He was perfectly 
willing to vote the amount of the estimate 
because he believed it just and right to 
do so, but he thought the member for 
Lambton had got very patriotic all at once, 
for while he was in Ontario, Nova Scotia 
was nothing, but the moment he came 
back, when he thought he could gain sup- 
port, he turned round and said she should 
have $66,000. The hon. member might 
deny that he had made these statements, 
and might bring his friends to shew that 
he had not, but he (Mr. McDonnald) could 
produce the most substantial men in the 
couutry to bear out waat he had said. 


Mr. MACKENZIE entirely denied havy- 
ing made the statements respecting Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick attributed to 
him, and he could appeal to all who knew 
him to say whether he had ever been 
guilty of prevarication. The record of his 
speeches was in the newspapers, and he 
would scorn to make a statement in the 
smallest place that he was not prepared 
to substantiate in his seat in Parliament. 


The item was then carried. 

On the motion of Hon. Sir F. HINCKS, 
the Committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again on ‘Tuesday, 
the report to be receivea on Monday. 


Public Buildings. 


SAVINGS BANKS. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the second 
reading of Bill No. 46, ‘‘ An Act respecting 
certain Saving’s Banks in the Provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec,” and that it be re- 
ferred to the Standing Committee on 
Banking and Commerce.—Carried. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER gave notice 
that on Tuesday he would present the 
resolutions respecting the admission of 
British Columbia into Confederation. 


The House adjourned at 2:05 a. m. 
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After routine, 


On motion for a third reading of a 
t Bill to incorporate the Frederickton and 


7 St, Mary’s Bridge Company, a discussion 
_ arose as to whether the Local Legislature 


iy 


of New Brunswick should deal with the 
- measure. 

__ The third reading was postponed till to- 
_ morrow. 


;: ILLEGAL MARRIAGES. 
_ Mr. BOWELL moved for leave to intro- 
P -duce a Bill intituled ‘“ An Actto remove 
_ doubts as to the legality of certain mar. 
 riages.”’ 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought this question 
_ofso much importance that before the 
_ hon. member proceeded further, he should 
explain the objects ofthe Bill. It was too 
‘ important a question to proceed with until 


_ the House knew the facts. 


_ Mr. BOWELL had no objection to ex- 
plain the provisions of this Bill though he 
_ thought it better to wait until the second 
_ reading of the Bill. Chapter 72 of the Con. 
solidated Statutes of Upper Canada pro- 
vides that ‘no minister or clergyman shall 
celebrate the ceremony of marriage, be- 
eereen any two persons unless duly author- 
“ized so to do by license under the hand 
and seal of the Governor,’’ and by a subse- 
-quent Act “by license under the hand and 
seal ofa deputy appointed to sign said 
license, or by publishing the bonds,’’ etce.. 
In some parts of the former Province of 
Upper Canada, now Ontario, Issuers of 
Marriage Licenses who were applied to for 
‘licenses had given the party so applying, a 
writing or document to the clergyman, 
‘informing him that he might cele- 
brate the ceremony of mar. 
‘Triage, under such writing or document, 
and that so soon as licenses properly 
signed bythe Governor or his Deputy 
were received, he would issue one in place 
ofthe certificate issued. Clergymen had 
‘married persons with no other authority 
than those certificates. In some cases duly 
and properly signed licenses have been 
substituted for these certificates, while in 
others, he had been informed, they were 
not. Some lawyers, eminent in their pro- 
fession, contend that these marriages are 
not void nor voidable; while others de- 
clare them to be not only voidable but ab- 
solutely void. Others again declare them 
to be legal, until pronounced void by a 
competent Court. Families have grown 
up, and are now growing up, the issue of 
Such marriages; and since the facts have 
become known the psrents of these 
families have been troubled with doubts as 
to the legitimacy of their children in the 
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strict letter and interpretation of the law. 
It is to legalize such marriages the present 
Bill is introduced. The House, he was 
sure, would concur in the opinion, that 
whether these marriages were legal, illegal, 
void or voidable it was not only proper but 
necessary to set the question at rest, and 
remove all doubts in the minds of persons 
who had been innocently placed in such a 
position. He knew there was a doubt as 
to the jurisdiction of this House to deal 
with the question, He was desirous of 
having this point settled, so that if he 
could not go on with the Bull it could be 
taken to the Local Legislatume. 


Mr. BLAKE called the attehtion of the 
Government to the constitutional point 
involved in the question before the House. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the ministers who solemnized these mar- 
riages must have been aware of the nature 
of the certificates that were handed to 
them, and they must have been guilty of 
great neglect to have allowed the matter 
to lie. so long unsettled. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
parties having acted in good faith should 
have their marriages legalized. Their 
children too should be protected by a 
special Act since the law had failed to pro- 
tect them. 

The Bill was read a first time. 


CANAL COMMISSION. 


Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN presented a copy 
of the instructions issued to the Canal 
Commissioners, together with the report of 
that body. He said the printed report 
would be distributed to members in a 
short time. 


Marriages. 


THE NORTH SHORE RAILWAY. 


Mr. PAQUED asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to consider 
the North Shore Railway, as-well as the 
Northern Colonization Railway between 
Montreal and Aylmer, as a part or link be- 
tween the Intercolonial Railway and that 
projected in British Columbia, as well as 
that to Manitoba, which the Government 
is to construct at its own expense; and 
whether in view for the advantage which 
the Federal Government will derive there. 
from especially in the transport of Her 
Majesty’s troops in the case of invasion, 
&c., &c,, it is proposed to recommend to 
His Excellency to grant them assistance, 
whether by an allowance of somuch amile 
or in around sum, and in that way grant- 
ing the prayer of the petitions now before 
them ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN took exception to 
the ground taken by the hon. member 
that the Government would construct the 
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Pacific Railway themselves. In reply to 
the first and second questions, he replied 
in the negative. The Government regard- 
ed the railway as a Provincial work. 


POSTAGE ON AGRICULTURAL NEWS- 
PAPERS. : 


Mr. GENDRON asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to abolish 
the postage on Agricultural newspapers 
published inthe several Provinces of the 
‘Dominion, in order to encourage the cir- 
culation of such newspapers, and to place 
them within the reach of all farmers who 
wish to keep themselves informed of the 
progress of agriculture. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—It is not the in- 
iention of the Government. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) asked whether 
the engineers now employed on the Inter- 
colonial Railway will hereafter act as Ins- 
pectors of fences and ties ; or whether 
some other persons will be appointed as 
such, and ifso, what are the names of 
those persons ? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the engineers 
now employed on the Intercolonial would 
act as inspectors. 


CANADA GAZETTE. 


Mr. FOURNIER asked whether it is by 
order of the Government that the Canada 
Gazette is no longer sent to the Reverend 
Cures and to the Registrars in the Province 
of Quebec ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
in compliance with the expressed wish of 
the House to conduct the Canada Gazette 
in the most economical manner they 
could, it was distributed to as few persons 
as possible. 


CIVIL SERVICE. 


Hon, Mr. BLANCHET asked whether it 
is the intention of the Government to 
cause the Civil Service Act to be so amend. 
ed as to exempt persons in the employ- 
ment of the Federal Government from the 
Income ‘Tax imposed by Municipal Corpo- 
rations. 

Hon. Sir F, HINCKS said it was not the 
intention of Government, 


NOVA SCOTIA RAILWAY SUPPLIES. 


_ Mr. JONES (Halifax) asked whether it 
is the intention of the Government to soli- 
cit Tenders for supplies required for the 
use of the Nova Scotia Railways, or whe- 
ther they imtend following the course 
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hitherto pursued of obtaining the same 
by private contract ? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that when- 
ever Government deemed it expedient to 
solicit Tenders, they would do so. 


Business. 


ILLEGAL SEIZURE BY AMERICAN AUTHO- 
RITIES. 


Mr. STEPHENSON moved for copies of 
correspondence, &c., relative to the seizure 


| by United States Customs officials of a 


steam tug and barge, the property of 
Hiram Little, Esq., a British Subject, while 
engaged in legitimate trade in Canadian 
waters. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that. 
the correspondence was still going on. 


ORDERS IN COUNCIL, DEPARTMENTAL 
REGULATIONS, &c. 


Mr. MILLS moved a resolution declar- 
ing it expedient that Orders m Council, 
Departmental Regulations and Proclama- 
tions of a permanent character having 
the force of law be printed each year in 
the same manner as the Statutes of Cana- 
da. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER suggested 
that the matter should be reterred to the 
committee on Printing to ascertain what 
would be the expense of carrying out the 
proposal. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he thought the 
hon. mover had contemplated that the 
-Orders in Council &c., should be printed 
and bound up with the statutes. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN thought the expense 
would be fully met by the amount now 


expended on useless and promiscuous. 


advertising. 


Mr. GIBBS [Oshawa] had experienced. 
great inconvenience from the difficulty in 
obtaining access to such documents, and 
thought it very important that they should 
be published. 

Hon. Col. GRAY said that as the reso- 
lution was so worded as to include only 
Orders in Council &c., having force of law, 
it should certainly be carried out. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH thought the resolution 
should include all orders already passed. 


Hon. Sir GEO. EK. CARTIER said the 
Government had no objection to the reso- 
lution per se but were very willing that the 
information should be published, but he 
thought it would be better first to let the 
expense be ascertained by the Printing 
Committee. 

Mr. MACKENZIE [Lambton] thought. 
the Printing Committee could not possibly 
estimate the cost except on full informa-. 
tion from the Government as to the num 


“— =. 


—_ 


CO ae ee a 


i 
cae 


Ce OE a a a ee een ea 


a ee a ee vy 
4 te a 


— 645 


ed to grant new Bonds, on receiving the 


Routine 


ber of Orders in Council to be printed, and 
that the Government themselves could 
better obtain the information from the 
Queen’s Printer. 

Sir GEO. E. CARTIER undertook to 
obtain the information as suggested, and 
Mr. Mills allowed the motion to stand: 


PENSION LISTS. 


Hon. Mr. BOLTON (Charlotte) moved 
for an order of the House for a statement 
of the settlement by capitalization of the 
several liabilities of each Province on Pen- 
sion Lists prior to the Union.—Carried. 


JOSEPH BOUCHETTE. 


Mr. FORTIN (Gaspe) moved an address 
to His Excellency for copies of Petition or 
Petitions presented by Joseph Bouchette. 
—Carried. 


ACADIA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) moved an address 
to His Excellency for copies of correspon- 
dence between the Government and this 
Company respecting the substitution of 
Dominion Bonds in place of lost Provincial 
Debentures. He said that since placing 
the motion on the paper, he had heard 
that proceedings were in progress for mak- 
ing the exchange desired, and asked if 
such was the case. 

Hon. Sir. F. HINCKS said there was no 
doubt that the Bonds had really been lost 
on board the City of Boston as alleged, and 
the Government had at first been prepar- 


usual security, which the Company had, 
of course, always been willing to furnish; 
but a difficulty had originated in the De- 
partment of Justice as to the power of the 
Government to issue Dominion Bonds in 
place of Provincial Debentures, and the 
Govornment were therefore prepared to 
redeem Bonds by paying the amount of 
their value, instead of replacing them by 
Dominion Bonds, 

Mr. JONES pointed out that when the 
lost debentures had been purchased they 
had stood at a considerable premium, and 
that therefore if they were redeemed at 
their par value only, the company would 
sustain some loss. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the Government from their other transac- 
tions . were always acquainted with the 
exact value of the bonds, and were pre- 
pared to redeem them at their current 
value. 

Mr. JONES then withdrew his motion. 


PREMIUM NOTES TAKEN BY INSURANCE 
COMPANIES. 


On the motion of Hon. J. J. C, ABBOTT 
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(in the absence of Mr. R. A. Harrison) the 
House went into Committee on Bill No. 
27, an Act to remove doubts as to the lia. 
bility to stamp duties of premium notes 
taken or held by Mutual Fire Insurance 
Companies. 
Mr. MILLS in the chair. 


Mr. YOUNG (South Waterloo) said that 
some objection had been raised to the Bill 
by Mutual Insurance Companies, as they 
considered they should not have to affix 
a stamp for the whole amount of the note, 
when they only received a portion of the 
amount. ‘The Bill further provided that 
they should affix double to all notes at 
present in their possession and not stamp- 
ed. He did not think this provision was 
right, as the companies had not acted in 
contravention of the law,—and should not 


| therefore be obliged to pay double duty. 


Many companies held such notes to 
a large amount, and if the Bill passed 
would have to pay avery heayy sum. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that .as to the 
first objection raised by the hon. member 
it certainly could not be acceded to. Al- 
though the whole amount of the premium 
was not paid at once, yet additional, 
instalments were subsequently paid, and 
the stamp must be affixed in accordance 
with the face value. As tothe companies 
acting in ignorance of the law in not affix. 
ing stamps to their notes, he believed a 
case had been taken into Court on that 
ground, and the Judge decided that these 
premium notes were promissory notes and 
should be stamped as such. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said there was a 
question whether notes taken by Mutual 
Insurance Companies were promissory 
notes, or merely agreements to pay money 
under certain contingencies, 

Mr. BLAKEsaid the form of the Bill 
was to declare documents, that might not 
now be considered promissory notes, to be 
promissory notes. 

don. Mr. HOLTON said he would like 
it to be observed that the Committee ad- 
mitted that the Bill imposed an extra 
tax: 

Hon. Mr. J. C. ABBOTT, said he wish- 
edit to be distinctly understood that he 
admitted nothing of the kind. He had 
merely moved the Billin the absence of 
the member for Toronto West, believing 
that there would be no objection to it, 
but he was not prepared to discuss it, and 
therefore moved that the Committee 
should rise and allow the Biilto stand. 

The Committee then rose, and asked 
leave to sit again to-morrow. 


NORTH WEST TERRITORY. 


The adjourned debate on the motion of 


647 Mutual Fire 


Mr. BLAKE,—That the House do resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole to 
consider certain Resolutions on the subject 
of the admission of Rupert’s Land and the 
North Western territory into the Union, 
and the legislation in reference to the 
same; the motion of the Hon. Sir George 
E. Cartier in amendment thereto, and the 
motion of the Hon. Mr. Dorion in amend- 
ment to the said amendment, was then 
resumed. 


Mr. BLAKE s1id that the point under 
discussion on the adjournment of the 
previous debate was whether the amend- 
ment of the member for Hochelaga was in 
order. He maintained that it differed 
substantially from the motion he had pro. 
posed and was entirely in order. 


The SPEAKER ruled it in order, as not 
being equivalent to the first motion. 


Hon. Mr. DORION’S amendment was 
then put with the following result: Yeas, 
55; Nays, 77. 

YeAS—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bourassa, Cameron (Huron)}, Car- 
michael, Cartwright, Cheval, Coupal, Crawford, 
<Leeds), Delorme, Dorion, Ferris, Fortier, Four- 
nier, Galt (Sir Alexander T.) Geoffrion, Godin, Gro- 
ver, Holton, Joly, Jones (Halifax), Kempt, Kil- 
jam, MacFarlane, Mackenzie, McCallum, Mc- 
Conkey, McDougall (Lanark), McMonies, Mills, 
Morison (Vietwria, O.), Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, 
Pozer, Redford, Ros (Dundas), Ross (Prince Ea- 
ward) Ross (Wellington, C.R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Scriver, Smith, Snider, Stirton, Thompson ,Hal- 
dimand), Thompson (Ontario), Wallace, Wells, 
White (Holton), Whitehead, Youug—55. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien Bellerose, Be- 
noit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Brousseau, Bur- 
ton, Cameron (Inverness), Campbell, Carling, 
Caron, Cartier (Sir George E.), Cimon, Coffin, 
Colby, Costigan, Currier, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dun- 
kin, Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Hincks (Sir Francis), Hur- 
don, Jackson, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin 
Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDonald 

Antigonish], McDonald [Lunenburg], McDonald 
LMtiddiesex] Masson [Soulanges] Masson [Terre- 
bonne], McDougall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, 
McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, Morison, 

Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, Perry, Renaud, 

oss [Champlain], Ross [Victoria, N. S.], Ryan, 
{Montreal West], Savary, Simard, Simpson, Ste- 
phenson, Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, Wilson, Wright [Ottawa 
County ]—77. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER’S amend- 
ment was then put and the vote was as 
follows : Yeas, 78 ; Nays 57—majority 21, 

YEAS—Messrs, Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Brousseau, 
Burton, Cameron (Inverness), Campbell, Carling, 
Caron, Cartier, (Sir George E.), Cimon, Coffin, 
Colby, Costigan, Currier, Dobbie, Dufresne, Run- 
kin, Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Hincks, (Sir Francis), Hur- 
don, Jackson, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDonald 
(Antigonish), McDonald, (Lunenburg), McDonald, 
(Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terre- 
bonne), McDougall, (Three Rivers), McKeagney, 
MeMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison 
i iagara), Munroe, O’Connor, Perry, Renaud, 

obitaille, Ross (Champlain) Ross (Victoria,’ 
N.S.), Ryan (Montreal West), Savary, Simard, 
Simpson, Stephenson, Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, 


Mr. Blake. 
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Tremblay, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, Wilson and 
Wright (Ottawa County).—7. 
Nays—Messrs.Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, . 
Bolton, Bourassa, Cameron (Huron), Carmichael 
Cartwright, Cheval, Chipman, Coupal, Crawford 
(Leeds) Delorme, Dorion, Ferris, Fortier, Four- 
hier, Galt (Sir Alexander T.), Geoffrion, Godin, 
Grover,, Holton, Joly, Jones (Halifax), Jones 
(Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, Killam, McKFar- 
Jane, Maékenzie, McCallum, McConkey, Mc- 
Dougall [Lanark] McMonies, Mills, Morrison 
ae. O.], Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, 
edford, Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Hdward] 
Ross [Wellington, C. K.], Rymal, Scatcherd, 
sScriver, Smith, Snider, Stirton, Thompson [Hal- 
dimand], Thompson [Ontario], Wallace, Wells, 
White [Halton], Whitehead and Young.—d7, 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 


Insurance Co’s. 


AFTER RECHSS. 


Mr. WHYTE, the newly elected mem- 
ber for East Hastings, in the place of Mr. 
Read, recently appointed to the Senata, 
was introduced by Hon. Sir Francis Hincks 
and Hon. Mr. Morris, and took his seat. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN resumed the debate 
on the Resolutions of Mr. Blake, as am- 
ended by Hon. Sir George E. Cartier. He 
(Mr. Anglin) continued his protest against 
the principle advocated by the Minister of 
Militia, When the Union Act was framed it 
was regarded as something to be unchange.- 
able except by the Imperial Parliament, 
and only then at the request of the people 
of Canada as expressed through their 
representatives. Now, however, the 
Government were found applying to the 
Imperial Parliament for a change without 
ever having consulted. this House. 
They all knew what the 
result would be. Whether acceptable to 
this Parliament or not, it would be made 
irrevocable law. Hon. members should 
look closely at this measure under dis-. 
cussion, They propose to so alter the 
law as to take certain powerg out of the 
hands of the Imperial Government and 
assume them themselves. The Act was 
framed as though 1t was to defy the peo. 
ple, and the Government merely chose io 
inform them what they had done when 
demanded by this House. He doubted 
very much whether the House would 
have voted down the motion of the hon. 
member for Hochelaga if they had con- 
sidered it carefully before hand. It was 
virtually placing this House at the feet of 
the Government. He had no idea that a 
majority in this House could have sustain- 
ed a proposition which would make the re- 
presentatives of the people mere automa- 
tons. but if the House would assent to 
it, he doubted if they had a right to do so 
without first appealing to the people. If 
the constitution did not provide such 
a safeguard, then some _ protection 
should be afforded to the people 
against these amendments in the Confe- 
deration Act. Admitting his views to be 
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extreme, he could not understand how | of Parliament to a temporary measure, to 


hon. gentlemen could stand up, and vote 


that the Government were right in seek- 
ing for a change of some of the most im- 


portant provisions of the Constitution 
without, at least, having first consulted 


Parliament on the subject. He hoped, 


while there was yet time, this House would 
declare that our constitution was too 
sacred a thing to be altered without being 
fully discussed by the representatives of 


the people. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved that the reso- 
lution be amended by adding the follow- 
ing words: ‘And this House is of opinion 
that no changes in the provisions of the 
British North America Act should be 
sought for by the executive Government 
without the previous assent of the Parlia- 
He could add 
little to the able speech of the hon. mem- 


ment of this Dominion.”’ 


ber for Gloucester. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
the Government could have no objection 
to accepting the proposed amendment of 


the hon. member for Chateauguay. 


Mr. MILLS said, in ordinary legis-. 
House did not 
fairly represent public opinion, their 
successors after the following elections 
could amend anything which showd be 


lation, if the 


found objectionable to the people. But 
in this case it was different. The constitu- 
tion was to be amended in such a way that 
thig House would be unable to undo any 
mischief which that amendment 
might produce. It was there- 
fore necessary to proceed with 
extreme caution. Looking at the resolu- 
tions, however, he observed that the House 
was asked by them to declare that they 
were entirely in favor of the address —an 
address which had never been submitted 
to them for their consideration. Then the 
measure provided that ‘the Lieutenant 
Governor of Manitoba shall be Lieutenant 
Governor of the North West Territory,”’ 
Now, under this provision, if the North 
West should be divided into forty 
Provinces, the Lieutenant Governor 
of Manitoba would continue to be 
the Lieutenant Governor of the whole of 
them for all time to come. Other un- 
alterable measures were also proposed. 
When the Manitoba Act was passed it was 
to meet the peculiar circumstances which 
prevailed in that Province at the time, 
and to enable the Government 
to restore peace there. It was only for this 
reason that it had obtained the assent of a 
majority in this House, and it was only re- 
garded as atemporary measure, to be re- 
placed by a better matured Act at some 
subsequent time. But the Government 
proposed to take advantage of this assent 


make it unalterable. Now, if this principle 
were once recognized, what safeguard had 
the other Provinces against having their 
rights invadedin the future? He would 
vote against establishing such a dangerous 
principle. 

A vote was then taken on the amend- 
ment which was, 


Yeas, 137; Nays none. 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archambeault, 
Ault, Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Blanchet, 
Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, 
Bown, Brousseau, Burpee, Burton, Cameron 
(Huron), Carling, Carmichael, Caron, Cartier 
Sir Geo. E.), Cartwright, Chauveau, Cheval, 
Shipman, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Coupal, 
Crawford (Leeds), Currier, Daoust, Delorme, 
Dobbie, Dorion, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
Ferris, Fortier, Fortin, Fournier, Galt (Sir Alex. 
T.), Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs, 
Godin, Gray, Grover, Hincks (Sir Francis), 
Holton, Hurdon, Jackson, Joly, Jones, (Leeds 
and Grenville), Keeler, Kempt, Killam, Kirk- 
patrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langiois, Lapum, 
Lawson, Little, McDonald (Antigonish), Mc- 
Donald (Lunenburg), McDonald, (Middlesex), 
MacFarlane, MacKenzie, Masson, (Soulanges), 
Masson (Terrebonne) McCallum McConkey, 
McDougall [Lanark] McDougall [Three ean ot 
McKeagney, McMillan, McMonies, Merritt, 
Mills,Morris Morison, [Victoria, O.], Morison [Ni- 
agara], Munroe, Oliver, Paquet, Pearson, Pelle- 
tier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pozer, Ray, Redford, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross 
[Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross [Victoria, 
N.S.], Ross [Wellington, C. R.], Ryan [King’s, 
N.B.], Ryan [Montreal West], Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Seriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith, Snider, 
Stephenson, Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson [Hal- 
dimand], Thompson [Ontario], Tilley, Touran- 
geau, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, Wells, 
White [Halton], White, [East Hastings], White- 
head, Wilson, Young.—137 ‘ 


Mr. FERGUSON entered the House and 
took hig seat amid cheers, which appeared 
general, the House thus expressing the 
wide spread sympathy felt for him out of 
doors. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON —I flatter myself 
that I have a good working majority 


[ laughter]. 


Mr. BLAKE said he could not find words 
strong enough to express his sense of the 
treatment which Parliament had exper- 
ienced from the Government in this mat: 
ter. Had their action been taken under 
assumed or real pressure “of some great 


public crisis, there could be hardly 
an excuse for such a _ course. 
Parliament should, at least, be sum- 


moned to deliberate on such a grave 
measure. What language then could be 
found to express the censure which Gov- 
ernment deserved for having, while Parlia- 
ment was in session, taken upon them- 
selves the responsibility of sending this 
draft Act to the Imperial Government 
without ever having asked the assent of 
the House to it He congratulated the 
Government on their speedy conversion 
with respect to this principle which they 
had opposed before recess and voted for 
after recess. He congratul:ted their inde- 
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pendent followers on the manner in which 
they had followed the Government. He 
had seen the hon. gentlemen eat dirt 
before, but he had never seen them swal- 
low it whole before. But he was opposed 
to the Manitoba Act onits merits. It pro- 
posed to alter the fundamental principle 
of the constitution — representation by 
population---and to confer upon this Gov- 
ernment the power to adjust the represen- 
tation of Manitoba and any future Pro- 
vinces of the North West, as they pleased. 
The Government had written themselves 
down as opposed to their own Acts, Hav- 
ing amended the motion now, he would 
vote against it, 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the course of the 
Government this evening showed to what 
desperate shifts they were reduced to de. 
fend their blunders. Their action on this 
ques ion betrayed a pitiable condition of 
imbecility. They might have saved them- 
selves this humiliation if the Hon. Minister 
of Militia had come down and admitted 
honestly that he was in the wrong. 

A vote was then taken on the amended 
motion which was carried. 


Yeas, 99; Nays, 38. 

YEAS.—Messrs, Abbott, Archambeault, Ault» 
Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Bros- 
seau, Burton, Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier 
[Sir George E.], Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon,jCoftin, 
Colby, Costigan, Coupal, Crawford [Broc ville], 
Crawford [Leeds], urrier, Delorme, Dobbie, 
Dorion, “Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Forbes, 
Fortier, Fortin, Fournier, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gen- 
dron, Gibbs, Godin, Gray, Grover, Hincks [Sir 
Francis], Holton, Hurdon, Jackson, Joly, Jones 
[Leeds and Grenville], Keeler, Killam,’ Kirk- 
patrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, 
Lawson, Little, McDonald [Lunenburg], Mce- 
Donald [Middlesex , Masson [Soulanges], Masson 
[Terrebonne], McUallum, McDougali [Three 
Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, 
Morris, Morrison [Niagara], Paquet, Pearson, 
Pelletier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pozer Ray, Re- 
naud, Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross [Vic- 
toria, N.S.], Ryan, [King’s, N.B.}, Ryan [Mon- 


treal West], Savary, Simard, Simpson, Stephen- 


son, Sylvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh 


Webb, White [East Hastings], Wilson, Wright 


[Ottawa County].—99. 

Nays.—Messrs. Anglin, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton 
Bowman, Burpee, Cameron [Huron], Carmichae 
Cartwright, Ferris, Galt [Sir Alexander T.] 
Jones [Halifax], Kempt, McFarlane Mc- 
Kenzie McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], Me- 
Dougall [Renfrew], McMonies, Mills, Morison 
[Victoria, O.}, Oliver, Redford, Ross [Dundas], 
Ross [Prince Edwar ], Ross (Wellington, C.R.), 
Rymail, Scatcherd Seriver,, Smith, Snider, Stir- 
ton, Thompson (Haldimand Thompson [On- 
ext hn White [Halton], Whitehead, Young. 


INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. BLAKE moved the second reading 
of the Act securing the independence of 
the Senate. He said that he considered 
the present position of the Senate very un- 
desirable. ‘That body was called upon to 
perform a most important part in the goy- 
ernment of the country, and there was no 
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reason thatit should not be as carefully 
guarded against Government influence as 
the ‘‘Commons.’”’ The terms on which 
the members of the Senate held their 
exalted position rather led to the conclu- 
sion that peculiar care should be taken 
that Government temptations should in no 
measure affect their usefulness: He would 
be the last to interfere.with the constitu- 
tion in the smallest matter, and to avoid 
that difficulty he did not propose that 
any one should be ineligible to be 
appointed to the Senate, but a Senator 
should not be eligible for any 
office of emolyment.. No one who cared 
for the usefulness of the Senate would 
desire that it should become the mere 
refuge of the worn out members of the 
House of Commons, and the Senators 
themselves would be the last to permit 
such a thing, although there were cases in 
which persons who: had changed their 
views had received their reward in a seat 
in that Chamber with offices of profit. It 
was obviously wrong to say that members 
of the House of Commons could not do 
their duty to the people and be in receipt 
of pay, but that, when placed in the Sen- 
ate, they still could receiye pay and do 
their duty to the people, He implored 
the House, therefore, to consider the mat- 
ter and aid him in the eftort he was mak- 
ing to secure the independence of the 
Upper House. He knew that inanswer to 
his arguments, he would be referred to 
the House of Lords, but he held that the 
House of Lords was by no means a parallel 
case, and he was quite sure that it was 
utterly impossible that the Senate could 
retain that hold on the public confidence 
that it ought to possess, unlessits indepen- 
dence was guarded in the most jealous 
way possible. 

Hon, Sir GEO, E, CARTIER said the 
hon. member in the latter portion of his 
remarks had shown that he had no confi- 
dence in the principle of the measure he 


was advocating—he had said that he knew 


what arguments would be urged against 
him. Senators were appointed by the 
Crown for life, and no one could expect 
them to relinquish any of the privileges 
that the Crown might bestow on them, If 
any measure were originated in the House 
of Commons in England, providing that 
no Government employment should be 
granted to a member of the House of 
Lords, it would be considered an attempt 
against the usefulness and independence 
of that body. If that argument was gocd 
in England it was good here. The body 
might be called the House of Lords, the 
Senate, or the Legislative Council, but the 
principle was the same, and the 
same rule ought to be followed. It 
was all very well for the House to pass a 
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measure securing its own independence, 
and providing that its members should not 
be exposed to any corruption or undue 
influence, but it should not extend the 
measure to the other branch. This rule 
had been maintained inthe old Province 
of Canada. So long ag the Legislative 
Council was appointed by the Crown, there 
‘was no interference with it on the part of 
‘the other House, but so soon as it was 
subjected to the electoral system, the laws 
affecting the one House were applied to 
the other. The measure proposed that 
a Senator shuuld relinquish ail privileges 
the Crown might bestow on him, and it 
was surely too much to ask the concur- 
rence of the other House to sucha mea- 
sure—was it right, was it prudent that any 
degree of antagonism should be introduc- 
ed between the two Houses. Surely it 
was not proper that a measure affecting 
the privileges of the one House should 
originate in the other. If such a measure 
was passed in the Senate and referred to 
the Commons that might give it their con- 
sideration, but constitutional etiquette re- 
quired that they should not originate the 
measure. It was not necessary to discuss 
the principles of the measure, for he was 
sure the House would feel that ifit were te 
be considered at all, it should originate 
‘with the Senate. 


Mr. BODWEL.L supported the proposed 
Bill. He objected to the vicious priaciple 
which would place worn out politicians in 
such responsible position as the Upper 
House. Inasmuch as the Senators were 


not responsible to the people, they should 


be placed beyond the possibility of having 
their independence undermined. They 
were only human and could not be sup- 
posed to be less exposed to danger from 
temptation than other men. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. member 
opposite seemed to think that in all mat- 
ters affecting the Senate, this House 
should take for its model the House of 
Lords of England. But the cases were not 
analagous. During the Confederation de- 
‘bate he had expressed an opinion in favour 
of a nominated Senate, but he confessed 
thatthe manifestations of human faults 
both on the part of the Government and 
individual members of the Senate, had 


caused him to alter his opinion. He had 


listened carefully to the arguments of the 
Hon. Minister of Militia, and had heard no 
good valid reason for rejecting this Bill, 


excepting the one that it should have 


originated in the Senate. If he (Mr. Mac- 
kenzie) regarded this Bill as displaying 
any discourtesy to the Senate, he would 
‘not give it his support, but he did not be- 
lieve that it would be so regarded by the 
Upper House. The two bodies were con- 
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stituted with co-ordinate powers, and the 
Senate had a right to originate a measure 
affecting this House at anytime they 
might think fit to do so. 


Mr. MILLS had always been opposed to 
nominating the Senate. He did not be- 
lieve that the Upper House should be 
made a sort of political Magdalene Asylum, 
for the prostituted politicians seduced by 
the Administration of the day in this 
House. 


Mr. BLAKE summed up the debate. 


A division was then taken on the mo- 
tion for a second reading, which was lost. 


Yeas.—Anglin, Ault, Barthe, Bechard, 
Blake, Bodwell, Bourassa, Bowell, Bow- 
man, Burpee, Carmichael, Cheval, Coupal, 
Currier, Delorme, Dorion, Ferris, Fortier, 
Fournier, Geoffrion, Gibbs, Godin, Holton, 
Joly, Jones, Kempt, Killam, Lapum, 
Little, Macfarlane, Mackenzie, McConkey, 
McDougall (Lanarlx), McDougall (Renfrew), 
Merritt, Mills, Morrison (Victoria), Munroe, 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Redford, 
Ross (Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, Ross 
(Wellington), Rymal, Scatcherd, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson, Wallace, Wells, White 
(Halton), White (East Hastings), White- 
head, Young.—57 

Nays.—Archambeault, Beaty, Beaubien, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, 
Cameron, (Inverness) Caron, Cartier, 
Cimon, Coffin, Colby, Costigan, Crawford, 
(Brockville), Dufresne, Dunkin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Gray, Hincks, Holmes, 
Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, 
Macdonald (Antigonish), Macdonald (Mid- 
dlesex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson (TLer- 
rebonne), Macdougall (Three Rivers) 
McKeagney, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison, 
Pearson, Perry, Pinsonneault, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross (Champlain) Ryan (Mon- 
treal West), Scriver, Simard, Simpson, 
Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, Touran geau, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, Willson.—8. 


THE MANITOB A ELECTIONS. 


The SPEAKER announced the return 
of the Writs from Manitoba, declaring 
Donald R. A. Smith, Pierre Delorme and 
Dr. Schultz, duly elected, and a tie in the 
other electoral district of the Province. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said these Writs could 
not be recorded on the journals since an 
address had been forwarded to the Queen, 
praying that the Imperial Parliament be 
asked to legalize the Act, on which these 
elections had taken place, and it was quite 
impossible for this House to recognize 
these Writs. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Manitoba Act was quite;constitutional, and 
the draft of the Bill forwarded to the Im- 
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perial Parliament was simply for the pur- 
pose of removing a legal doubt, nothing 
more. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there must be 
an enquiry on this subject in the present 
state of the law before these gentlemen 
were allowed to take their seat. 

Hon. Col. GRAY said the Manitoba Act 
having received the Queen’s assent, the 
members elected to this House in Manitoba 
were elected under the law and their re- 
turn was therefore quite valid. 


GALLERIES CLEARED. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL called atten- 
tion to the fact that there were strangers 
in the gallery, and demanded that they be 
turned out. 

At this point the Sergeant-at-Arms ap. 
peared in the Reporter’s Gallery and turn- 
ed out the representatives of the Press. 
I'he step was taken in accordance with the 
notifications of Mr. Macdougall, given 
some time ago, that he would order that 
the galleries be cleared of strangers on 
the first occasion that he saw Senator 
Miller in the House. 


THE SENATE. 
Turspay, bf{arch 28, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at half 
past seven o’clock. 


ROUTINE. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN presented a petition 
from the Montreal Board of Trade against 
the Bill exempting the North Shore Rail. 
way Company from building drawbridges 
across navigable rivers. 

Hon. Mr. SKEAD presented a petition 
from Ottawa Board of Trade respecting a 
railway from Toronto, &c. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL presented certain 
returns asked for by Hon. Mr. Bureau in 
connection with the Lachine Regatta. 


LIFE INSURANCE. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN submitted report 
from Committee on Standing Orders and 
Private Bills on the Bill incorporating the, 
_ Mutual Life Insurance Association of Cana- 
da,and on the Billrespectin g the New Bruns 
wick Synod—the former with amendments, 
the latter without any amendments. 

Hon. Mr, ALLAN said that the amend- 
ments met with the approval of the pro- 
moters of the Association, and that they 
were framed in the interests of the public. 


Hon. Sir G. B Cartier. 
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He moved thatthe House concur in the 
amendments. 

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON seconded the 
motion. 

The report was adopted. 

Third reading ordered for to-morrow. 


NEW BRUNSWICK SYNOD. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT moved that the Bill 
respecting the New Brunswick Synod be 
read a third time. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN seconded the motion. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked why it was 
that the Bill did not contain the provisions 
which had been embodied in a similar Act 
passed last session—one referring to the 
persons and parishes in the diocese which 
did not choose to belong to the Synod; the 
other referring to the ecclesiastical power 
given to the Synod over the members of 
the Church. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT replied that all the 


parishes of New Brunswick, represented in 


Synod by their clergy, and lay delegates, 
had concurred unanimously in the provis- 
ions asked for, 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY wished to know if 


there were not some parishes which were 
not represented. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD explained that 
there were some parishes which had not 
given their assent to the measure, but he 
took it for granted that as every opportu- 
nity had been given them to make repre- 
sentations against the Bill, and they had 
not done so, they were perfectly satisfied, 
especially as there were provisions reserving 
to the parishes a voice in the appointment. 
of their rectors—which was not the case in 
Ontario—and also preventing the Synod 
from interfering with the church corpora- 
tion with respect to the lands which are 
in their possession under an Act of the 
Province. 

The Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

BRIDGES. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill 
of a general nature in reference to draw 
bridges over navigable rivers. ‘The mea- 
sure, he explained, requires that a notice 
shall be given in the Official Gazette, and 
otherwise, ofan application from any Com- 


| pany to establish,fixed bridges, and also 


proposes to give the power of arranging 
the matter to the Governor in Council, In 
exercising that power, however, nothing 
shall be done to interfere with the naviga- 
tion of rivers. ‘ 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
On motion of Hon. Mr. SANBORN, the 


Fy ee ee 


- incorporation. 


_ for Provincial objects. He 
_ that in making such restrictions, the Local 
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time for receiving petitions on Private 
Bills was extended to the 2nd April next. 


MESSAGE. 


A Message was received from the House 
of Commons stating that that House had 
passed the following Bills :— 


To extend the provisions of the Act 
respecting harbour dues by the harbour of 
the Town of Owen’s Sound. Second read- 
ing to-morrow. 


To indemnify members of the Executive 
Government, and others, for the unavoid- 
able expenditure of public money in ex- 
cess of the amount granted by Parliament 
for the payment of expenses incurred in 
repelling the Fenian invasion. Second 
reading to-morrow. 

To assimilate the currency of the Do- 
minion. Second reading on Friday- 

To authorize the Corporation of Trenton 
Village, to collect harbour dues. Second 
reading on Thursday. 


IRON COMPANY. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON moved that the 
petition of the Forsyth Iron Company be 
referred back to the Committee on Stana.- 
ing Orders and Private Bills for reconsid- 
eration. The promoters of the Bill, he 
explained, were not aware that their petition 
was under consideration of the Committee, 
and were notrepresented beforeit. They 


believed that if they had an opportunity 


of presenting themselves before the Com- 
mittee they would shew that their Bill was 
ot a general character, entitling them to an 
Act of Incorporation from this Parlia- 
ment. ; 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN seconded the motion. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that in ordinary 
cases aday’s notice of such a motion 
sheuld be given, and wenton to question 
the propriety of such companies coming 
before the Federal Parliament for Acts of 
So far as the Committee 
Were concerned they had no doubt what- 
ever, that the Bill in question properly 
came under the jurisdiction of the Local 
Legislature. He thought that it was very 
necessary that the question of divided jur- 
isdiction should be definitely settled. The 
Local Legislatures seemed to entertain 
the view that when they incorporated an 
Insurance or other Company, it should be 
limited to the Province itself, under that 
section of the British North America Act 
which gives them the power to incorporate 
He was of opinion 


Legislatures failed to have a full under- 


standing of the powers of a corporation. | 


The motion was carried. 
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CURRENCY. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN asked the Govern- 
ment what expense has been incurred at 
St.John up tothe Ist January, 1871, in 
receiving at the Treasury, uncurrent Nova 
Scotia notes? What amount has been so 
recelved up to ‘that date? Has such ex- 
pense been borne by the Dominion or the 
Province of Nova Scotia, and whether the 
arrangement will be continued during the: 
present year ? 


Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL replied that no 
expense had been incurred up to the date 
in question, 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN put the following 
enquiries to the Government :—- 


Ist. What returns are in possession of 
this Government showing that the popu- 
lation of British Columbia should be 
‘‘ taken at’’ 60,000 under Section 2 of the 
Terms agreed upon ? 


2nd. What is the estimated amount 
required for the Mail Service between Vic- 
toria and San Francisco and Olympia, un- 
der Section 4? 


3rd. What is the Scale proposed for the 
Salaries and other charges, from A to i 
under the 5th Section? 

4th. What is the probable amount of 
Pensions to be granted under Section 6 ? 

oth. What is the estimated cost of the 
Railway (from the Pacific to the nearest 
railway in Canada) as stipulated for in the 
llth Section ? 

6th. Is the Graving Dock at Esquimalt 
after the expenditure of £100,000 sterling 
to be the property of the Dominion or of 
British Columbia ? 

7th. To what extent is the Legislative 
Council of British Columbia an elective 
body, and what evidence is there that the 
Terms proposed have proved generally 
acceptable to the people of the Colony. 


Hon. Mr. CAMBPELL gave the follow- 
ing reply: First. There were no returns 
in the possession of the Government, but 
information derived from the British Co- 
lumbia delegates led them to believe that 
there is a population in that Colony of over 
6(0),000—some 16,000 whites, 1,000 Chinese, 
and 40 or 45,000 Indians. It was also urged 
that the population were larger consumers 
of dutiable goods, than the population of 
Canada were and would therefore return 
more proportionately to the revenue. 


Second. A similar semi-weekly service 
of 760 miles in the Upper Lakes was per- 
formed for $12,000. A service for nearly 
thrice the distance in the Gulf, once a 
week, cost $15,000. Therefore, the House 
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could, in that way, obtain an idea of the 
probable expense. 


Third. The aggregate of those charges 
would be about $109,000. 


Fourth. The pensions were not yet set- 
tled, but there were some four persons 
whose offices would be affected, and the 
amount to which they would be entitled, 
would range from $2,000 to $4,000. 


Fifth.—_He was not in a position to state 
what the cost of the railway would be, but 
could say that it was not the policy of the 
Government of the Dominion, to be them- 
selves the constructors of the work, and 
that its expense to Canada would not in 
any way be beyond the advantages to be 
attained, and would be infinitely within 
the resources of the country. We knew 
what had been done on the other side of 
the border, the Northern Pacific Railway 
was being built simply by land grants. 
We had certainly plenty of land to give 
for the same purpose, and the Government 
proposed to act very liberally. The Do- 
minion might be obliged to give a subsidy 
in money, but the Government would care- 
fully consider the public interests in that 
particular. 

Sixth. The dock would be the property 
of British Columbia, if that Province built 
it. The Dominion proposed to partici- 
pate in the construction of the work to 
the extent stated in the terms. 


Seventh. The Legislative Council was 
composed of 15 persons—nine elected. 
During the recent election of that number, 
the issue turned directly on the question 
of Union with Canada, and the people de- 
cided emphatically in the affirmative. 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


In pursuance of the order of the day, 

The Bill to prevent corrupt practices in 
connection with the collection of the rey- 
enue was read a third time and finally 
passed as amended. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


_ Tuespay, March 28, 1871. 
After Routine, 


_ Mr. SIMPSON introduced a Bill to 
incorporate the Sault Ste. Marie Kailway 
and Bridge Company. 


MANITOBA ELECTION RETURNS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE referred to the return 
of the writs from Manitoba, and asked if 
it was the intention of the Government to 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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refer the matter to a special Committee 
to report on them to the House. Under 
the peculiar circumstances attending the 
election, some such precaution should be 
taken. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government did not intend to take any 
such action until the newly elected candi- 
dates should arrive from Manitoba or 
until objections should be urged to their 
taking their seats in the House. 


Columbia. 


QUEBEC HARBOUR. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN introduced a Bill 
to provide for the improvement and man- 
agement of the Harbor of Quebec. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
the House go into Committee to consider 
a series of resolutions respecting the 
admission of British Columbia into Union 
with Canada. This subject, he said, was 
one which required few words to introduce 
it. Its importance was recognized by all. 
Who would have thought twelve years ago 
when British Columbia was erected into a 
colony by Lord Lytton, that it should form 
in so short a time a portion of Canada. It 
was due to the foresight and statesman- 
ship of that great literary 
man that he should quote from a speech 
of his, delivered in 1858, in which this 
great union was foretold. He was now. 
quoting from the prorogation speech 
delivered on the 2nd August, 1858. It 
said: ‘The Act to which Her Majesty’s 
assent for the establishing of the Colony of 
British Columbia was originally required 
in consequence of the recent discoveries of — 
gold in that district, but Her Majesty 
hopes that this new Colony on the Pacific 
may be but one of several ina greater 
state of progress, by which Her Majesty’s 
dominions in British North America may — 
be ultimately peopled in an unbroken 
chain from the Atlantic to the Pacific by 
loyal subjects of Her Majesty’s Crown.” 
Could the present movement have been 
more clearly foretold. Since 1858 the 
scheme of Confederation had made great 
strides towards completion. He (Sir 
George) regretted the absence of the hon. 
member for Shefford on this occasion. That 
gentleman had often complained that this 
country was advancing too slowly, and said 
that the Dominion would advance more 
rapidly if placed on an independent foot- 
ing. But, if the hon. member for Shef- 
ford was present to-day, he could not 
charge the Ministry with having been idle 
since they had brought about the union of 
all British North America since they had 
assumed office. While in London with his 
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_ Gir George’s) colleagues, at a dinner where 
several literary men were present, he men- 
tioned to Lord Lytton, who was not then 
in office, that the Confederation scheme 
was one of the principal objects 
which had brought him to England. 
sord Lytton replied, ‘I presume that you 
lave come not merely to see that the 
British North American Atlantic Provinces 
should be united. I hope you look for- 
ward to the geater Confederation whic 
will reach to the Pacific Ocean.’ He (Sir 


It was before the House, and they could 
examine it for themselves. He invited the 
freest and fullest discussion on each and 
every clause, but he would remind them 
hat the Bill was in the nature of a treaty, 
ind consequently the Government would 
insist upon the adopton of those terms as 
opted in British Columbia—that the 
amendment of one paragraph or one item 
f those terms would defeat the whole pro- 
ect. He took this early opportunity of 
informing the House of the fact. British 
Columbia had decided to accept the Bill 
vithout amendments, though several 
nembers of the Legislature of that colony 
had shown a disposition to amend the 
‘measure in some ofits parts. The necessity 
ofaccepting this Bill as it stood must be 
pparent to all. The population of British 
Jolumbia was set down at 60,000, and it 
vas certainly not below that number, if the 
Indians and Chinese were included as well 
as the whites. Thecustoms duty collected 
‘under the tariff of the colony 
amounted to $350,000, which would give 
about twice as much per head for the 
‘population, ag was collected in the Domin- 
ion. ach inhabitant of Canada was sup- 
osed to contribute $3 to the Revenue 
er year, while each inhabitant of the 
olony contributed nearly twice that 
mount. It.might be said that the Tariff 
‘Was higher than ours, but it was not so 
Touch so as to make this difference if the 
population were not there. The House 
Would therefore, admit that the Govern. 
ment did not err in estimating the popu- 
lation at 60,000. The delegates of British 
c lumbia wished to have the subsidy 
Placed at 80c. per head for a population 
of 120,000, but on being informed that it 
would be impossible to obtain the assent of 
Parliament to such terms they allowed the 
population to be put at 60,000. This was 

opportune time to admit the Colony 
into the Union, for it was desirable to ex- 
tend the Confederation to the Pacific as 
soon as possible, and on economical grounds 
it was advisable to admit the colony into 
the Dominion before the increase of 
population could increase the subsidy to 
a very large rate. ‘then with respect 
© the clause providing for provisions it 


Im 
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must be remembered that British Colum- 
bia was a Crown colony. Under it several 
officers were appointed for life, and they 
should be provided for, The colony had 
latterly adopted responsible Government 
which was to commence from the date of 
the union, so that no future charges of 
this kind need be expended in the future 

There were very few such pensions to be 
provided for; the majority of them would be 
employed under the Federal Government. 
Then, with respect to the tariff, it was 
provided that they should retain their 
own tariff, which was higher than ours, till 
the completion of the Pacific Railway. 
No inconvenience need be anticipated from 
it, and under the peculiar circumstances 
of the case it was necessary to allow them 
to retain it. Item eleven, relating to the 
construction of the Pacific Railway, would 
no doubt provoke discussion. There were 
various unfounded rumours with respect 
to this. It was not the intention of the 
Government to construct the road, but it 
would be undertaken by companies to be 
assisted mainly by land grants (héar, hear). 
It was not the intention of the Govern- 
ment to burden the exchequer much to 
obtain this railway (hear, hear). While 
this clause was under discussion between 
the delegates and the Government it was 
proposed by the Dominion that the colony 
should hand over a forty mile strip of land 
towards the construction of the railway. 
That would be 24,000 square miles of 
land, or 50,360,000 acres of land, "not 
merely agricultural land, but mineral 
land. Placing that land at $1 per acre it 
would be equal toa grant of $50,360,000 
towards the construction of the railway. 
It was proposed to give the colony $100,000 
per annum, which, placing the interest 
at 5 per  cent., would be_ the 
annual interest on the value of 
2,000,000 acres of land, leaving the remain- 

der to be used by this Government. The 

railway, starting from Nippissing would be 
be about 2,500 miles, 700 miles of which 

would pass through Ontario. They did not 

expect to get entirely the 20 mile grant 

on each side of the road, but they expected 

to get from the Ontario Government every 

alternate lot on each side of the line for 

that 200 miles. That would give 9,000,- 

000 acres of land from the Ontario Govern- 

ment. Starting from Lake Nippissing it 

would connect with the Ontario system of 

railways and with the Quebec system of 

railways through the Ottawa Valley. They 
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were prepared to give it to any 
company which would — under- 
take the construction of the 


line, with a capital of twenty-five millions 
of dollars, which with interest at five per 
cent, would represent $1,500,000 per an- 
num. The hon. member for Sherbrooke 
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had recently remarked thatthe certain 
increase of receipts from customs and ex- 
cise was at the rate of five per cent per 
year. At that rate, taking the customs 
at $10,000,000, the increase would be 
$500,000, and on excise, taking the receipts 
at $5,000,000, $250,000. That would givea 
total from these two sources alone to meet 
$1,500,000 per annum, a sum of $750,000. 
He knew it would be argued that thisrail-. 
way would cost between one and two hun 
dred millions of dollars, if not more. 


Mr. RYMAL—How much do you esti- 
mate the cost at? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER would com- 
pare it with the American Pacific Railway, 
which from Omaha to the Pacific was 
1775 miles in length. That railway was 
aided by land and money grants, and cost 
$50,000,000. The Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way would be about 700 miles longer. 
Yet he would place the cost at double the 
rate of the American Pacific Railway, and 
the utmost cost that could be incurred 
woula be $100,000,000. But, whatever it 
would cost, he would assure the House 
that there would be no taxation on the 


country more than existed at present. 


(cheers). .A certain portion of the public 
lands had been reserved for the Indians, 
and the only guarantee that was necessary 
for the future good treatment of the 
Aborigines was the manner in which they 
had been treated in the past. Now, 
having glanced at the provisions of the 
the Bill would call the attention of the 
House to the fact that while our neigh- 
bours had taken sixty years to extend 
their borders to the Pacific, the young 
Dominion would have accomplished it 
inside of ten years (cheers.) And look at 
the importance of the extension. We 
needed a sea board on the Pacific if ever 
this Dominion was to be a powerful nation 
in the future, and what more convenient 
time could there be for this union than at 
the present time? He concluded by an 
allusion to the splendid position which 
England had attained by the development 
of her marine power, and that even Prus- 
Sia, notwithstanding the triumphs she had 
lately won, must be content to take a 
second place beside the great maritime 
power of England. The honourable 
Baronet resumed his seat amid loud 
’ cheers. 

In reply to questions from Hon. Sir A. 
YT. GALT and Hon. Mr. HOLTON, as to 
the financial results of the present agree- 
ment, and remarks upon the importance 
of information on this subject, and expla- 
nations as to how increased taxation would 
be avoided in execution of this scheme. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS had not ex pected 
at this early period to go into the financial 
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structed by a liberalland grant and lib: 


Columbia. | 


aspect of the question. As to the railr¢ 
the idea had been that it could be « 


money subsidy. It was not expectec 
bring this subject forward this sess: 
But various plans would be considered | 
proposed to capitalists, including | 
grants. ‘The money charge was estima 
at one million to a million and a qua) 
dollars per annum, which would not: 
volve additional Dominion taxation. 
capitalists were likely to survey the roai 
their own expense. Government thou 
it necessary that they should assume 
responsibility for survey and locatior 
line, this expenditure to be afterws 
made the first charge on the road. ' 
charges to the Dominion in connec 
with British Columbia were estimate 
$460,000, and the revenue from all sou 
about $360,000, leaving an annual cha 
of about $100,000 upon Canada. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS, in reply to, 
JONES, of Leeds, said the road would ¢ 
about one hundred millions of dollars, 


Hon. Sir A, T. GALT said the admiss 
of British Columbia into the Union} 
desirable to all parties, the only quest 
being as to the terms upon which it 1 
to be based. He was willing within 1 
restrictions to accept any terms with i 
object. The first involved the avoidar 
of the violation of any constitutio} 
rights of the people of that colony, a 
the second the abstaining from the i 
position of onerous burdens on the peo} 
of Canada. In view of the many imp 
tant public or national works claiming ¢ 
attention, it behoved us to guard carefu 
against unduly augmenting the deman 
upon our resources. Not only had r 
ways and canals and other works to 
provided for, but the defence of t 
country, according to past contracts a 
legislation. Now there was no doubt th 
the union of this colony and the Domin 
would be productive of little benefit 
would probably, but prove a sour 
of fruitless expense unless — 
could be also united by mea 
of a good railway communication. Th 
was why arailway had been made one | 
the terms of the compact. But its cont 
tions necessarily required consideratio 
Ve should have to take care not to cripp 
the powers and means of the Local Go 
ernment by those conditions, in regard | 
future enterprises. While it was desiral 
a road to our Western territory 4 
through the colony should be made 1 
the settlement of that vast region, ° 
Local Government should not be deprive 
of the means of securing works of lo 
value and promise. The object of t 
House then should be the creation of th 
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ded communication in conditions not 
itagonistic to British Columbia local im- 
vements, without provisions for which 
Id not expect it to enter the Union. 
resources of that country naturally 
ited themselves to our notice in this 
mection. What werethey? A reliable 
hority in British Columbia lately stated 
population at 10,000 whites and 
90. Indians. Now these aborigines 
not be placed on an equal footing 
the whites for the purpose 
ming the financial basis of the 
They could not be regarded as 
uals of the whites for revenue pur- 
atleast. The imports and exports 
eserved our notice. The exports 
y principally furs, lumber and some 
and coal. The imports included 
s dutiable in Canada, besides bread- 
sand such like commodities, from 
wh the bulk of the revenue was derived. 
867 the total amount was estimated at 
000, of which the customs yielded 
0,000. Ihe Dominion would receive 
the remainder arising from excise 
amounting to over $150,000 falling to 
Colony. ‘The present terms of the 
on were considerably less advantageous 
anada than the former both as regards 
railway and other matters. Before it 
left optional with us when we should 
mence the work which, however, was 
e completed within a reasonable peri- 
but the subsequent conditions requir- 
the commencement of the road with- 
vo years and its completion within 
n. Wemight have finished the work 
thin ten years, but were not compelled 
doit. The cost of the road would be 
ry great, one hundred millions being the 
ernment estimate, and a _ con- 
able proportion of this 
jount must come from the Dominion 


tnt The present engagement as 


ct 


time was much beyond what British 
lumbia asked at first, and in the second 
ice the road was rendered more burden- 
me from the extension to Nippissing, 
tther than at first spoken of. ‘The. pre- 
at terms were enormously more burden- 
me to Canada than the former. The es- 
nated revenue from Columbia was $386, - 
), and payments by Dominion $536,- 
6 apart from indirect engagements. 
ib this revenue from British Columbia 
pended upon maintenance of its tariif. 
e result was that the colony would re- 
ve $150,000 to $170,000 a year from 
nada for Union, including a trade guar- 
tee for the works at Esquimault. He 
uld not object to that price for political 
ion, and did not think it too greatan 
livalent for valuable lands exacted from 
> colony for the railway. But there 
re other conditions of a serious and ob- 
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jectionable nature in view of our circum. 
stances and prospects. He objected to 
the hands of the country being tied 
as to the period within which the 
Dominion should commence and 
complete the railway. As it was, after 
the British Columbia delegates canfe to 
Ottawa, Canada’s obligations became ‘ 
enormously enhanced. If the colonists 
did not command this condition as com- 
pensation for the reduction of the estimate 
of population from 120,000 to 60,000, or to 
provide means needed for local purposes, 
why should our Government have volun. 
tarily assumed this serious obligation not 
at first proposed. He deprecated inter- 
ference with one of the principles of our 
constitution, namely, representation by 
population, by these resolutions. He in- 
dicated the evils of admitting colonies or 
territories on the footing of present 
members of Confederation, The American 
territorial system presented an attractive 
contrast with ours in this respect. If not 
admitted till they reached a certain stage 
of growth and development, they would 
have certain local works completed not 
necessary to be assumed by the Dominion. 
At present, to admit such Provinces as 
British Columbia we had to depart from 
this principle of representation by popu- 
lation to give the people proper represen- 
tation, and frame the financial basis ot our 
Union to enable the new comers to carry 
on the government, and other enterprises. 
One important object for us was to ayoid 
incurring obligations oppressive to our 
people, who numbered but four millions. 
By these’ resolutions they were 
threatened with a very grave responsi- 
bility in regard to the early commencement 
and completion of the Pacific Railway. He 
was certainly opposed to terms of this 
kind, however desirous of extending the 
Union and meeting the wishes of British 
Columbia (cheers). 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY referred to the re- 
marks of the honourable member for 
Sherbrooke as‘to the difference between 
the requests made by British Columbia, and 
what was proposed to be granted by the 
Government. He said the only difference 
was as regards the communication, it being 
decided that there should be a guarantee 
for the specified time of ten years, which 
would allow ample time for the construc- 
tion of the Railway, and the Government 
had thought it better to limit the matter 
to ten years instead of making a guarantee 
in perpetuity. The member for Sher- 
brooke had stated that all British Colum. - 
bia asked for was a coach road connecting 
Fort Garry with the Government roads of 
British Columbia, and an expenditure of a 
million dollars a year on a railway, and 
that the proposition submitted by the 
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Government was less favourable to 
Canada: He entirely dissented from the 
honourable member on that matter, on 
these grounds. When the road had been 
proposed it had been found from enquiry 
and investigation, that from the high cost 
of labor, “and other charges that would 
have to be met in constructing such a road 
within the stated time of three years, that 
the cost would be very heavy, very heavy 
indeed, and in addition to this it was 
coupled with a proposition that a Railway 
should be built as soon as practicable, and 
that there should be an annual expendi- 
ture from the commencement of a million 
of dollars. Under these circumstances the 
Government had held that any expendi- 
ture ona coach road was useless, and one 
that was not required, inasmuch as all the 
traffic would be taken by the railway as 
soon as completed. Taking this view 
therefore the Governmeut had at once 
dissented from the proposition of British 
Columbia, and would not agree toit. The 
Government had also considered it unwise 
to consent to an annual expenditure of a 
million of dollars from the commencement 
without having jany particulars as to the 
difficulties that would be met with, and 
had rather preferred that the whole work 
should be undertaken in a reasonable 
specified time,—as they thought a proper 
survey should he made, and the work then 
completed .as speedily as possible. 
Then again the propositions of 
British Columbia had been  chang- 
ed in respect of representation 
in the Dominion House of Parliament. Re- 
verting to the matter of the railway, he 
said the House had heard that it was esti- 
mated that the money grant necessary to 
construct the railway, in addition to the 
land grant, would amount to 11 millions 
per annum, but it must not be understood 
that the expenditure of that sum of money 
was involved in the proposition before 
the House. That proposition was simply 
to admit British Columbia into the Domin- 
ion and connect her with the Dominion 
system of railways, and 1t must be remem. 
bered that the agreement entered into by 
the delegates at the conferences at Quebec 
and London, was that the six Provinces 
should be brought together, and also that 
the Red River country and British Colum- 
bia should also be included in the Confed- 
eration., Such was: the agreement, and 
happily, part had been accomplished, for 
notwithstanding all the trouble, all the 
anxiety, and all the difficulties that had 
arisen in connection with the North West, 
he believed the conviction from one end of 
the country to the other was that that 
country had been acquired on very favor- 
able terms. Well the next thing after get- 
ung possession, was how to utilize it, and 
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how could it be utilized? Surely not by | 
building coach roads, not by simply im. 
proving the communication by water, no— 
the North West could only be used to ad- F 
vantage by means of a railway running to — 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains, and the © 
Government would not be doing its duty — 
to the Dominion unless it projected that — 
work, It was well known on the most re- | 
liable information, that in the valley of | 
the Saskatchewan and the Red River there — 
was a tract of Prairie Land, immense in © 
extent, and magnificent in character, and — 
how could immigration be conducted to — 
that country, how could supplies be car- — 
ried to settlers, how could the produce of — 
that country be brought to a market unless — 
there was a railway, and he did not hesi- 7 
tate to say that it had been the deliber- — 
ately expressed opinion of the House and — 
the country, thatas soon as the country 4 
was acquired, a railway must be built to © 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains. Beliey- — 


Columbia, 
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iy 
ing this to be the determination of the — 
Government and the country, the delegates ; 
from British Columbia came and submitted | 
a proposition that that Railway should be 
extended from the foot of the Rocky a 
Mountains to the Pacific, and he put it to ~ 
the House and the Pacific, whether a 
line could not be built to the Pacific, much — 
cheaper, in proportion, than one ending — 
at the Rocky mountains. The one — q 
would be available for local traffic only, — 
and very much larger subsidies, therefore, 
would have to be paid, whereas a line run- ~ 
ning from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
would receive a very large amount of — 
through traffic, and in addition to. this, it % 
had always been contemplated and deter- 
mined that there should be such a line | 
through Canadian Territory. It had been 
stated both by the Minister of Militia and 
the Minister of Finance that it was not 
considered that the amount necessary for 
the construction of the railway, would 
involve any increase in the taxation of the © 
people of the Dominion, and he had no 
doubt that that statement was correct, for 
taking the calculations of the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke himself as a basis, that the 
annual increase of the population of the 
Dominion would be three per cent., (al- 
though when the railway to the Pacific — 
was completed, and the vast Territory of 
the North West opened for settlement, 
there was no doubt the increase would be 
much greater), he believed the additional 
revenue derived from that increased popu- - 
lation, irrespective of the increased pay- 
Ing ability, estimated at two per cent. by — 
the member for Sherbrooke, would be 
fully equal to alldemands upon it without — 
any increased taxation, He entirely agreed 
with his hon, friend that it was impos- — 
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Dominion with a small population, and 
- acquire all their lands without giving them 
in return the means of carrying out the 
local works necessary to make the country 


British 


attractive to immigrants, and how could it 
be expected that the people of this large 


_ Province, twice the size of Ontario, would 


be in a position to develop the resources 
of their country without assistance—and 
that assistance was what the Government 
“ie cae to render in the proposition 

efore the House? The member for Sher- 
brooke had said that he would have pre- 
ferred that the Government should have 
come down and have asked a direct vote 


for that purpose, but he would remind 


‘ 


the hon. member that he had not been 
in favor of that mode, when it was 
proposed with reference to Newfoundland. 
The delegates from British Columbia esti- 
mated the population of their couatry, at 
13,000 whites, 5,000 Chinese, and 45,000 
Indians. Then what was there to be got 
out ofthis country. At the present time 
it cost from 12c to 1l4ca pound for all 
supplies sent into that country, and no 


- one could live there unless he earned $5 


a day. If, however, the country were 
opened up, they would be able to get sup 
plies there as cheap as at Ottawa, and 
those who now live on $5 a day would be 
able to live on $250 aday, and there would 
very soon be a population which would 
yield a revenue that would: speedily com- 
pensate for the cost of the railway. Ac- 
carding to his judgement, seeing they had 


the North West, and must develop it, 


there was no question but that the Rail- 
way must be built, and even in a financial 
point of view, although he did not assume 
to have anything like the knowledge or 
experience of financial matters as was 
possessed by the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke, he could not see that there would 
be any difficulty. The line of railway 
would pass through magnificent lands, 
and the proposed grant would give fifty 
million acres, leaving every alternate lot 
which could be converted into a sinking 
fund or some other mode for securing the 
amount of money granted, and taking into 
consideration the probable increase of 
population, the speedy settlement of the 
North West on its being opened up, and 
the increased paying ability, he had no 
fear, and the Government had no fear, that 
the people would be subjected to any in- 
crease of taxation. 
It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY resumed the debate. 
He had been pointing out the difference 
between the proposition of British Colum. 
bia, and thatadopted ultimately, which he 
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regarded as ths more favourable to the 
Dominion. In connection with the rail- 
way scheme he would take issue with his 
hon, friend from Sherbrooke, By the con- 
struction of the read the population of the 
Pacific coast would soon be so increased as 
to pay for the cost of the road in a very 
short time. A gentleman who had worked 
in the mines of California, lecturing on 
this subject a few years ago, argued that 
such a result would soon be attained 
by building the railway: The hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke was willing to give a 
subsidy to British Columbia without ad- 
mitting it as a Province for some time to 
come. In making this admission, the hon. 


Columbia. 


member gave up the whole case, for, if | 3 


he oould not object to giving a subsidy 
under such circumstances and without 
deriving every advantage from the expen- 
diture, he surely ought not to object when 
British Columbia was ready to surrender 
her reyenues to the Dominion. The: in- 
crease of the debt would not fall on the 
present population of the Dominion alone 

The evidence which the increase of the 
Western States since the construction of 
railways through them, was that the North 
West would soon be filled up 
with a population brought there by the 
new railway which would soon pay for its 
construction, With reference to the ques- 
tion‘of fortifications, he would say that he 
hoped the result of the present negocia- 
tions at Washington would be such as to 
prevent all necessity for the construction of 
such works. . The expense for local works 
would hardly amount to as much as the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke estimated 
they would, Excluding the annual sum 
of $100,000 for the land grant and the 
expenses of Government, these charges 
would amount to a total of $361,300. The 
revenue amounted to $363,400, which, of 
course, would largely increase in the future , 
‘The difference, therefore, was not so great 
after all, Even supposing that the local 
Government should accept our lower tariff, 
the revenue would reach $308,000, The 
$100,000 was, therefore, the amount of 
expenditure in excess of receipts, and for 
this the Dominion received a large grant 
of valuable land. Now, the question was, 
was the union of the colony worth the cost? 
The Pacific railway, already in course of 
construction through the North Western 
States of the United States, was being 


built without the expenditure of a 
single dollar, It was being 
built by the land grants 


which had been made to the company. 
But, the hon. member for Lambton said 
there were only 50,000,000 acres of good 
land to be settled in the North West. Ad: 
miiting it to be the fact, what difference 
did it make so long as it wassettled. That 
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was the main point. Persons who had 
travelled through the Fertile Belt had in- 
formed him that there was no engineering 
difficulties to be met with this side of the 
Rocky Mountains, and there could be no 
difficulty in getting a company to under. 
take the construction of the railway. Hav- 
ing said this much, the case was clear. The 
question was now, whether it was better 
to embrace thé opportunity to complete 
the Confederation scheme, or to let this 
best chance of all pass by unimproved for 
consummating the union. He could un- 
derstand why Annexationists should be 
opposed to this extension of the Union, 
but he could not understand how the In- 
dependence advocates like the hon. mem. 
ber for [Sherbrooke could oppose it. He 
could tell hon. members who did not ap 

prove of this scheme that delay was danger- 
ous, and if this chance to bring Brit- 
ish Columbia was not improved 
ghat Colony might yet be absorbed into 
the American Union. 


Mr. BLAKE—How ? 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said as the country 
was at present the miners were obliged to 
pay enormous prices for the necessaries of 
life and they were looking to this coun- 
try for the means of communication by 
which they were to be supplied at reason- 
able rates. If Canada would not under. 
take 1t, they might look to the Republic 
for help (hear, hear). But this Union 
could benefit Canada commercially, for the 
Opening up ofthe North West and the 
consequent increase of trade must bring 
an immense volume of trade to Montreal 
and! Quebec and the Maritime cities, 
Everything conspired to make this Union 
4a prosperous one and he did not doubt 
that the House would sustain the measure 
which was now submitted to them (cheers). 


Mr. MACKENZIE fregretted that the 
hon. gentleman opposite could not discuss 
this question for three quarters of an hour 
without threatening the annexation of 
that colony to the United States if this 
House rejected the present propositions. 
Such aline of argument could only be in- 
dulged in by the hon. gentlemen in order 
to create a feeling that the papers brought 
down as agreed between the Dominion 
Government, and that of Columbia is in 
the nature of a treaty that is not to be 
altered by any proposition to be made in 
this House, if such were the case it would 
be useless to discuss the question. In 
1865 the Parliaments of Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and New Brunswick, were told the 


same story with reference to the 
resolutions which formed the basis 
of Confederation, but those 


resolutions were afterwards altered by the 
delegation at London, and he was not pre- 
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pared to accept these resolutions in the 


Columbia, 


nature of a treaty which this House could | 


not alter, He believed on the other hand 
that 1 was essential for the future pros- 
perity of the Dominion, that this colony 
should be admitted into the Union and 
that there should be the best possible 
understanding as to the terms of admission 
to prevent future complications, and he 
should not be prepared to acquiesce quiet- 
ly in the resolutions which had been pre- 
pared by the hon. gentlemen opposite. 
By these resolutions, the basis of our poli- 
tical system would be violated as was done 
in the case of Manitoba last session, and 
after the struggle which had to be gone 
through to secure that basis, he should 
certainly oppose any further attempt to 
alter it, that is representation by popula- 
tion as regards the House of Commons. 
Some deviation he acknowledged might be 
made in the Senate. The Hon. Minister 
of Customs tells us that the population of 
Whites, Chinese, and Indians is 60,000 in 
that country, but we have never given 
representation under our system to In- 
dians. If such were allowed we could claim 
several more members for Ontario. He 
would consent to a considerable grant of 
money to carry on the Government of a 
new’ colony, and particularly of such a 
difficult country as Columbia, and he 
would not show himself less liberal than 
any other member of this House in con. 
sidering what ought to be done in the 
present case. In the discussion in 
reference to Newfoundland, he preferred 
allowing a sum to carry on the Government 
rather than make over the public lands, 
as While the revenue was $3,000 per an- 
num, the cost of management was $6,000, 
and he took the same view with regard to 
the land grant for the construction of the 
railway to the Pacific. From all he knew 
of the country after descending from the 
Rocky Mountains the country was value- 
less for agricultural purposes. ‘The gold 
mines have certainly proved very remuner- 
ative, but they are carried on by large 
companies, and the large importations 
of breadstuffs into the colony cor- 
roborated the  barrenness of the 
land. He thought the Government 
showd be prepared to give every fnforma- 
tion as to the mode they propose of con- 
structing the Railway, and whether any 
propositions had been received for its 
construction. He denounced the Govern- 
ment for desiring to undertake the comple- 
tion of the work in ten years, and should 
certainly record his protest against such 
an arrangement, and he considered that 
to give such animmense grant as was pro- 
posed to any Company would be to retard 
the settlement of the country, as was 
found to be the case in the western States, 


yi 
ee 


| 
. 


i 


673 British | 


pated by the Minister of 
and if they did the greater part of it was 
valueless for cultivation, and certainly 
would not realize $1 per acre as estimated: 
The Northern Pacific road was largely 


built by English capital before the land 


and money grant of the United States 
was obtained, and the difficulties were not 
to be compared to those which would be 
met on the Canadian Railway. The Ca. 
nadian Pacific Railway wouid cost from 6 
to seven times as much as the Inter- 


colonial, and he was. not _pre- 
pared to involve the country so 
deeply. He then moved in amendment 


that all the words after ‘that’ be 
expunged, and the following  substi- 
tuted :— 

The proposed terms of union 


with British Columbia pledge the Domini- 
on to commence within two years and com- 
plete within ten years the Pacific Railway, 
the route for which has not been surveyed, 
nor has the expense been calculated—the 
said terms also pledge the Government of 
Canada to a yearly payment to British 
Columbia of the sum of $100,000 in perpe- 
tuity, equal to a capital sum of $2,000,000 
for the cession of a tract of waste land of 
the route of the Pacific Railway to aid in 
its construction, which British Columbia 
ought to cede without charge, in like 
manner as the lands of Canada are propos- 
ed to be ceded for the same purpose. This 
House is of opinion that Canada should 
not be pledged to do more than proceed 
at once with the necessary survey, and, 
after the route is determined, to prosecute 
the work at as early: a period as the state 
of its finances will justify, and that the 
further consideration of the said terms be 
postponed with a view to obtaining some 
modification thereof, 


Dr. GRANT said, I have listened with a 
very great degree of pleasure to the 
broad spirited and statesmanlike observa- 
tions of the hon. Ministerof Militia and 
Defence. ‘Truly, this is the age of 
union, in which we, as a people enjoying 
the fullest extent of freedom under the 
eye and _ protection of the Mother 
Country, should come together and 
realize the privileges of union in the 
widest and most comprehensive sense. 
Last session the whole of the North West 
‘Territory was brought into this Dominion 
by the almost unanimous consent of the 
members of this House, owing to the very 
satisfactory terms arranged by the Hon. 
the Minister of Militia and Defence, and 
the hon. member for Lanark opposite. 
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He doubted very much if the Province of 
Ontario would grant the land as antici- 
Customs, 
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To-day we are taking into serious considera- 

tion the desirability of adding one more 
link to the Confederation scheme by the 
taking in of British Columbia. The time 
then is not far distant when we shall have 
a greater degree of intercourse in trade 
and travel, and if possiblea greater ex- 
tension of those principles of tree speech 
which we now enjoy with courteous 
personal consultation. These are the 
signs of the times: these are the signs by 
which four millions of Her Majesty’s sub- 
jects, scattered over this wide spread 
country, recognize the importance of self 
government with a warm allegiance to 
that Sovereign who, though distant, dwells 
in the homes and hearts of the people of 
this country (cheers). It must be a 
source of great gratification to 
all interested in the prosperity 
of this Dominion to learn to-day the 
terms upon which British Columbia is to 
be admitted into the Union. That section 
of country though remote as to posi- 
tion is an all important one from a Domi- 

nion peint of view. It possesses a most 
salubrious climate, well known agricultural 
capacity, and as to value is entirely beyond 
present computation both politically and 
commercially. In looking over the statis- 
tics of 1868, I observed that there had 
been no apparent increase in the popula- 
tion for that year beyond the children 
born in the country, and notwithstanding: 
the great numbers who annually 
emigrate from Great Britain and 
various parts of Europe to the North Am- 

erican continent, it is surprising that with 

all the attractions of the Pacific sec- 

tion of British North America so few emi- 


| grants should have found their way there 


up to the present date, and more particu- 
larly so, when we consider its climate, its 
soil, and its resources, such as coal, iron, 
timber and gold. The vigorous measures 
about to be adopted will doubtless be the 
means of causing a greater tide of immi- 
gration than has been observed at any 
time in the history of that country. An 
examination of the statistics of the popula- 
tion of British Columbia shows the some- 
what remarkable fact that the male ex- 
ceeds the female population by about 277 
per cent. Such an anomalous condition 
does not, that 1am aware of, exist in any 
other country at the present time—in Eng- 
land, the United States and in Canada— 
precisely the reverse is the case. The 
wonder is that British Columbia should 
have attained its present prosperous con- 
dition wanting in so great a measure so 


material an element of success 
(cheers). In 1863 British — Col- 
umbia was looked upon as being 


then, in a flourishing condition, stimulat- 
ed asit was to the utmost degree of inten 
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sity by the gold fever. After a time, things 
in general assumed a more normal state, 
and business on the whole gradually rest- 
-ed on a more substantial basis. Farms 
became cultivated, immense herds of cat- 
tle were raised, saw and grist mills were 
erected, and the lumberman’s axe found 
its way into the magnificent forests of that 
ed as it was to the utmost degree of inten- 
country, in places where a few years 
before such was scarcely dreamt of. Mate- 
rial prosperity and ger.eral advancement 
are now taking the place of the feverish 
-gold excitement, which is gradually pas- 
-sing away. When we become possessors 
~of British Columbia, we shall have a most 
magnificent inland sea of harbors such as be- 
tween Vancouver andthe main land. It 
appears as if set apart by a special Provi- 
dence as a depot for the shipping of the 
East, and asan entrance to the great high- 
way for all nations across the British Ame- 
vican Continent. Doubtless, in course of 
dime, the trade of China, Japan 
sand the Asiatic Archipelago will centre 
there. This is the prize that was as 
anxiously sought after in ancient as it is in 
modern times. Persia, Assyria, Carthage 
and Rome prospered and held, in fact, 
commercial supremacy while they con- 
trolled the trade of the East. Venice, 
‘Genoa, Lisbon, Amsterdam and London 
seach in turn held a proud commercial 
position, while it catered up the luxuries 
of the Hast for the Western world. This is 
the inheritance of the Pacific coast. We, 
‘the people of this Dominion, haye every 
assurance that Great Britam has a warm 
interest in our. prosperity. What 
-better or more substantial proof could we 
faave than the expression of the senti- 
ment which only a few days ago flashed 
across the Atlantic telegraph, that Eng- 
land would as soon think of having itself 
annexed tothe United Sates as to allow 
any portion of this country to be attached 
to the neighbouring Republic. Both Eng- 
land and the United States are equally well 
aware that the time has now arrived 
when that power which shall be enabled 
to construct the shortest route between 
Asia and Europe will hold the commercial 
supremacy of this continent in its grasp. 
The great trade of the East will not alone 
pass through the Suez Canal and the Red 
Sea. This is the prize which we as a 
people must look forward to, and certainly 


it is one which is well worth the 
endeavor to obtain. An able Eng- 
lish writer remarks that the great 


benefit to be derived from the experience 
of the past is the application of its teaching 
to the present Thus, in takinga retro- 
Spective view of Confederation, and the 
benefits arising out of it, even although 
the time is short since its inception, we 
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must be cognizant of the fact that day by 
day we are becoming) more intimately 
associated as a people, co-operating in 
every way that is possible to develop our 
resources. During the early discussions 
on the subject of Confederation, a 
frequent expression was ‘‘ whither are we 
drifting.”’ This was reiterated until at 
last it became irksome and unworthy of 
attention The only sentiment which 
seemed inany way likely to form with it 
a twin, was the theory of indepen- 
dence. Both of these have had their day, 
and now I feel satisfied that the impres- 
sion of every one who takes a warm inter- 
est in the wellfare of our country, is that 
both these illjudged sentiments have gone 
down unhonored 


and unsung 
(cheers). Fortunate is it that’ 
trade has a natural and_ inevitable 


power to rectify itself. For a time after 
the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty this 
country was put toa moderate degree of 
inconvenience, however, the master me- 
chanical minds and the politicians of the 
country, so accommodated matters and 
things in general as to tide that difliculty 
over, and now a more _ prosperous 
state of affairs exists than we 
have experienced for many years. As 
the result of the vigorous policy of those 
in charge of the affairs of Government, we 
are happy to recognize the,very important 
fact that our Finance Minister has been jso 
exceedingly successful in his operations as 
to have been enabled to bring down in his 
recent budget a surplus of no less than 
two and a half millions of dollars! Truly 
our Dominion under these circumstances 
cannot be suffering! Our merchants are 
not embarrassed ; our young men are not 
leaving the country to seek employment 
in distant parts as formerly, and we have 
every assurance that the farmers of the 
country are reaping the benefits of their 
labour and industry in finding ready 
markets for their produce. Still further 
evidences of the prosperous state of our 
Dominion are found in the condition 
of our savings banks, the ordinary bank 
deposits, the prosperity of our municipal 
institutions, our increased and increasing 
railway traftic, our large importations and 
our rapidly increasmg exports. All these 
beyond doubt, point incontrovertibly to a 
flourishing state of affiirs throughout our 
Dominion at the present day. When 
we review the commercial history of the 
British American Provinces for the past 
thirty years, we notice that the progress © 
of old Canada dates from the Union of the 
Eastern with the Western section, and has — 
followed the construction of Canals and: 
Railways. 

The present Canal system of Canada was 
brought to its present condition, with all 
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_ its imperfections the finest in the world— 
_ during that period. 


Twenty years ago, there were only some 
fifty miles of railway in operation in the 
Province. At present, the total number 
of miles of rail is nearly 3,000—one of the 
lines is the second longest on the Conti- 
nent—the total cost of these 
works is nearly $160,000, 000— 
the total amount of their earnings 
cannot be less than $13,000,000 annus lly. 
In 1841 when we commenced our canal im- 
provements the revenue of old Canada 
was $1,283,000, or $1 per head for every 
man, woman and child within its limits. 
In 1854, the commencement of railway 
enterprise, it was $5,694,000, or $2 per 
head ; in 1866 it was above $12,000,- 
000, or $4 per head. In 1850 the popula- 
tion of United Canada was only 1,842,265, 
and the exports some $30,000,000, or about 
$15.50 for every person. At present the 
total population is over 3,590,000, and ex- 


ports $121,000,000, or nearly $35 per head. 


Or let us illustrate the subject by reference 
to the Dominion. In 1843 the revenue 
was about $2,000,000, whilst at the present 
time it is about $15,000,000, or about $3.50 
per head of the population. 

In 1806 the value of exports from all 
British North America was only $9,287,- 
940; in 1831, $16,523,579; in 1870 it was 
$73,573,490. 

In 1851 the tonnage entered inwards by 
sea in all British North American ports 
was 1,590,663. 

In 1870 the tonnage intered inwards by 
sea inthe Dominion was 5,796,663, 

In 1851 the tonnage cleared outwards 
in all British North America was 1,583,104 

In 1870 the tonnage cleared outwards in 
Canada wes 5,619,745. 

In 1806, the aggregate tonnage of Brit- 
ish America was 71,943 ; in 1850, 446,935 ; 
at the present time, it is upwards of 950, - 
000. 

The expenditures have kept pace with 
the receipts during the period mentioned, 
and were devoted to a large extent to 
useful public works indispensable to the 
material development of the country. Our 
wealth, however, is increasing in a greater 
ratio than it was at the time we entered 
into large expenditures for canals, and 
our ability to go into important enterprizes 
necessary to the expansion of Trade and 
Commerce is correspondingly improved. 

Before closing my remarks, [ would wish 
to allude briefly to an important union 
which took place some time ago in the 
North West Country and one which bears 
materially upon the prosperity of that sec- 
tion as far as the fur trade is concerned. 
The Hudsons’ Bay Company is an associa- 
tion formed, as it is well known, of two 
distinct elements, the stock-holders who, 
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interests’ 
of fur trading; 


Columbia. 


as &@ company have 
apart from those 
and the chiet factors and _ chief 
traders known as the working part- 
ners of the fur trade portion of the 
concern. ‘The stockholders are the repre- 
sentatives of those to whom, under the 
name of ‘the company of adventurers 
of England trading in the Hudson’s Bay ”’ 

was granted the charter by King Charles 
If. to trade furs, &c., in the Hudson’s Bay 
and adjacent country. This company 
established a few posts near the shores of 
the Bay, and for years confined their oper- 
ations within comparatively a short dis- 
tance from the coast. In course of time 
théy advanced into the interior, where 
they came in contact with other traders, of 
whom the most active were sent out bya 
company having its headquarters in Canada 
and known as “The North West Com- 
pany.’’ Fora number of years these two 
rival companies competed for trade with 
such determination that not unfrequently 
when opposing parties met a conflict took 
place, resulting in loss of life. Under 
these circumstances it is not a matter of 
surprise that the business was found to be 
carried on at a considerable loss to 
both parties in consequence of which an 
Union took place. Since that time, busi- 
ness has been carried on to the mutual 
benetit and satisfaction of all parties con- 
cerned. The Factors, Traders and Officers 
in the service of the Company, generally 

may be considered Canadians as hitherto 

with but few exceptions, they have all 

either settled on the Red Kiver, or come 

down to Ontario and Quebec. In dealing, 

therefore, with this question of the Hud. 

son’s Bay Company, it is to he hoped that 
the interests of these people will not be 
overlooked. The Fur Trade is a subject of 
no ordinary importance at the present 
time. Instead ot leaving the Indians at 
the mercy of whoever may come in con- 

tact with them, there are but two alterna- 

tives, either of which, according to the 

opinion of experienced men, if adopted, 

might be made a source of 
large revenue to the Dominion. 

Of course it cannot be expected that the 
company will continue the fostering care 

with which it has hitherto treated the 
Indians in the trade operations with them. 

The fur country may become flooded with 
unscrupulous adventurers in consequence 
of which the company will be obliged in a 
great measure to abandon the practice of 
giving supplies to them. Without the 
usual advances in the autumn a great 
number of the unfortunate people will be 
obliged to abandon systematic fur hunting 
in order to devote their chief attention to 
pot-hunting to support their families and 
prolong their own lives, It is only in case 
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of competition that there is danger of the 
Indians suffering! When in the control 
of a company it will be the duty 
of that company to give 
proper supplies, which could not possibly 
be accomplished with rival parties scour- 
ing the country, and it is not unlikely that 
the scenes enacted half a century ago 
would under such circumstances be re- 
vived. It appears to me that some plan 
such as that adopted with regard to the 
salmon fisheries of the Lower St. Lawrence 
might be applicable in letting out the fur 
country of the North West. It is true 
that a few individuals might thus. control 
the trade, but such would be vastly pre- 
ferable to leaving it open to all comers 
from all parts of the world, which could 
not but prove exceedingly injurious to the 
trade. The existing divisions of the 
country into districts as recognised by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company is of great im- 
portance, inasmuch as such districts have 
different tribes—a very important fact 
both for the Indians and the trade. If not 
disposed of as the salmon fisheries the 
whole trade might be managed by an 
experienced Board of Direction, This 
would be the best for the country, and 
likely under all circumstances most profit- 
able. This trade is a subject of vast 
importance, for it involves the living of fully 
75,000 of our tellow subjects, and nothing 
could be more desirable than to direct the 
affairs of the Indians in such a manner as 
may be generally acceptable to the chiefs 
of those great bodies. The principle must 
be protecti:n not extermination. ‘Thus, the 
Indians would become peaceable subjects, 
and warm adherents to whoever would 


tend most towards’ the welfare 
of the Northern fur trading coun- 
try. At the lowest estimate, the 


value of the exports, that is including the 
fur obtainecl from British Columbia, would 
amount to about $1,000,000 annually. 
This, if well managed, it is supposed by 
competent authority, would yield fully half 
that amount to the revenue of this Domin- 
ion. As this whole matter will, no doubt, 
receive the consideration of the Govern- 
ment, I would merely say in conclusion, 
that I trust the day is near at hand when 
British Columbia will become part and 
parcel of the Dominion (cheers). 

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) had always 
been opposed to the acquisition of the 
North West, and to-night he heard from 
the hon. member for Lambton that he 
had good reason for that opposition. It 
seemed that, after all, there were only 
some 50,000,000 acres of habitable land 
in the whole territory which was capable 
of sustaining a population of about two 
millions of people, giving twenty-five 
acres to each person. A very different | 
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state of affairs to what the House had been 
Now, after having 
acquired the unsettled four-fifths of the 
territories there, the House was asked to 
take possession of the remaining settled 
one-fifth. It seemed to him that having 
got the worst part of the land, having 
pushed our boundaries up to the verge of 
the wilderness, the House need hardly 
hesitate about extending the Dominion to 
the Pacific. Then, with respect to the 
railway, he believed it would be better to 
constructit with as little delay as possible, 
and he believed the Government policy to 
be the correct one. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT doubted whether 
$100,000,000 was a sufficiently large 
estimate of the cost of constructing a 
Pacific Railway 2,500 milesin length. ‘The 
House should consider well before taking 
upon the Dominion such a debt as they 
were now asked to bear. The present 
obligations of the country either actually 
incurred or to be incurred, amounted to 
not less than $130,000,000. Then they 
were asked to increase it $6,000,000 by 
this measure, and besides the minimum 
cost of the Pacific Railway, which was 
$100,C00,000. This would give a total 
debt of $240,000,000, which would place 
on each family in the Dominion a debt of 
$125. The result would be to ruin our 
credit at home and abroad. Then the 
Government proposed to give to this rail- 
way a grant of land amounting to 100,000 
square miles—a tract of country equal to 
the whole New England States, or to New 
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. He be- 
lieved if the people of British Columbia 
who had shown such a liberal spirit in 
these negociations, were informed that it 
would be physically impossible for this 
Dominion’ to undertake the construction of 
a railway at a cost of from $100,000,000 
it within ten years, 
they would consent to a modification 
of the terms proposed to this House. He 
was strongly in favour of the Union and 
was willing to go as far as it could safely 
be done, to consummate Confederation by 
the admission of this colony into the Do- 
minion. But the House should be careful 
before risking the safety of the Confedera- 
tion by incurriug a burden of debt under 
which they might sink, 

Mr. YOUNG said that while he was a 
Unionist, he felt that the measure belore 
the House was objectionable. He was of 
opinion that the Domlnion should not 
seek to incur large indebtedness to secure 
the admission of British Columbia into the 
Union, until all the Eastern Provinces 
were added to the Confederation. Under 
any circumstances there were provisions in 
this Bill which were objectionable. Chief 
among these was the departure from the 
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read from a report of Mr. Fleming on the 
subject an extract to the effect that the 
engineering difficulties to be overcome 
were startling in their magnitude, while 
the cost of keeping the road in running 
order would alone render it a formidable 
undertaking, being not less than $10,000,- 
000, and until the gross annual earnings 
ofthe line should reach $14,000,000, the 
railway would not pay the expenses 
connected with maintaining it. 
Speaking of the financial aspect of the 
measure he quoted statements as to the 
charges on the Government. And the 
revenue to be derived, showing that 
British Columbia would receive $225,000 
more than she paid in, and even that cal- 
culation was contingent on the continu- 
ance of the tariff now in force, which was 
very uncertain. He maintained that these 
conditions were not fair to the rest of the 
Dominion, and the result would be that 
the finances would go back to the chronic 
state of deficiency that had existed some 
years ago. 

Mr. BLAKE desired to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the single point be- 
fore it. As one who was always desirous 
that the Union should be created, and 
that the express objects of the Union Act, 
which contemplated the admission of 
British Columbia, should be consummated 
as rapidly as circumstances and prudence 
would permit. He retorted on those who 
had uttered it, the accusation that he was 
not desirous that the Union should be 
consummated. He had been at a loss 
to know how an Administration bas- 
ing its claim to public confidence on 
professions of representing the Great 
Union Party could come down to the 
House with a proposition which would 
be fatal to the existence of Confed- 
eration. A reference to public docu- 
ments, however, had convinced him that 
the true object of the Administration must 
have been to destroy all present hope of a 
Union on reasonable and prudent terms. 
His reason for this conclusion was that the 
Department which was naturally charged 
with the conduct of negotiations on this sub- 
ject was under the control of a gentleman 
who had, some time ago, in a letter to the 
public of Canada, used expressions, which 
in him (Mr. Blake) would have been called 
treason, and he could not but think that 
the preposterous proposition of the Gov- 
ernment with respect to the Pacific Rail- 
way, was specially framed to defeat 
a Union with British Columbia. 

These observations were made by Mr. 
Howe, when he was about to assume the 
position of Secretary of State. These 
being his expounded views, written in a 
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established principle of representation. 
He referred to the proposed railway, and 
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deliberate letter, who could wonder that 
he was a party to bringing down a measure 
so iniquitous that the House could not 
help rejecting it. No wonder; then that 
Governor Musgrave should have stated 
publicly that he was amazed at the con- 
cessions granted by the Canadian Govern- 
ment. Were not hon. members justified 
then, in asking for further information 
before taking this irrevocable step. If 
this measure should become law, the faith 
of the Dominion would be plighted and 
without the consent of British Columbia 
could never break one jot or title these 
cast-iron obligations. But the Hon. Min- 
ister of Militia did not propose to increase 
the taxation of the country. Let him then 
put it in the bargain with British Colum- 
bia that no future misunderstandings 
might arise in the fulfillment of our 
pledge. Hon. members opposite had stat- 
ed that they were willing to give 60,000,- 
000 acres of land to aid the railway, and to 
pay off the interest on the debt incurred 
by the railway by the sale of lands in the 
North West. The Ontario Government had 
found it advisable to make free grants of 
their lands to settlers, instead of making a 
revenue from them, and the Dominion 
Government would find it no less difficult 
to derive a revenue from lands in the 
North West. He called upon every mem- 
ber in this House to consider whether he 
was not betraying the interests of the 
Dominion in ratifying this bargain which 
the Administration of the day had made. 
The fixed date of commencement and com- 
pletion of the railway were dead weights on 
the enterprise under which the country 
was already staggering. They enhanced 
the difficulty of the undertaking. Could 
any country expect more than a promise to 
build this railway as soon as possible ? 
Could British Columbia expect more from 
this Dominion? He was an advocate of 
Union, but under such terms as these, he 
considered it his duty to oppose it. He 
did not blame British Columbia for these 
unjust stipulations, but he blamed this 
Government for having stultified them- 
selves by making such proposals. No 
solid argument could be brought 
against the view that the terms proposed 
by British Columbia and to which the 
colony was content to submit, should have 
been accepted by the Dominion Govern- 
ment. The amendment of the hon. mem- 
ber for Lambton was not in opposition to 
the union. The Opposition did not op- 
pose the scheme but the unjust terms by 
which it was accompanied, and he could 
not see how any lover of his country should 
hesitate as to what course to take with 
respect to this measure. 

Hon. Col. GREY rose to speak, but the 
hon. members were evidently wearied with 
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the debate, which had lasted about seven | of Harbor Dues by the Corporation of the 


hours, and refused to listen to him. He 
resumed his seat amid cries of ‘Go on,”’ 
‘‘Question,’? “Adjourn,” &c. After a 
short discussion as to whether the debate 
should be adjourned or continued, 

Mr. BOLTON rose to explain his position 
with respect to this measure, and opposed 
the Ministerial scheme. 

The debate was adjourned, and the 
House rose at midnight. 


SENATE. 
Wepyespay, March 29, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock, — 


ROUTINE, 


Hon. Mr. SHAW presented a petition 
from the Warden and members of the 
County Council of Lanark with reference 
to a railway from Peterboro’ to Ottawa, 

Hon. Mr. RYAN presented a petition 
from the Montreal Board of Trade, praying 
for certain amendments to the Bill relat- 
ing to weights and measures. 

Hon. Mr. DEVER presented a _ petition 
from the Chamber of Commerce of the 
City of St. John, N. B., praying for the 
abolition of the usury laws of New Bruns- 
wick. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. SANBORN, the 
time for receiving reports of Committees 
on Private Bills was extended to the 8th of 
April. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST JUST 
asked when it was the intention of the 
Government to bring the resolutions with 
reference to British Columbia before the 
House. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
resolutions were being printed, but he was 
not prepared at that moment to say the 
exact day when the question would be 
brought up. 

LIFE ASSURANCE. 


_ Hon. Mr. ALLAN moved the third read- 
ing of the Bill to incorporate the Mutual 
Life Assurance Association, with amend. 
ments, the principal of which referred to 
the establishment of a guarantee fund, 

ghee Bill was read a third time and pass- 
ed. 

HARBOUR DUES. 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON moved the 
second reading of the Bill intituled “An 
Act to extend the provisions of the Act 
authorizing the imposition and collection 
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town of Owen Sound.’’ The Bill was 
intended, he stated, simply to extend the 
power under which the Corporation levy 
tolls for the improvement of the harbor. 
They had issued a certain amount of de- 
bentures, and they required to levy tolls 
for the purpose of meeting the interest on 
those debentures. 


Hon, Mr. ALLAN seconded the motion. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN did not think it 
advisable to legislate upon such matters, 
which properly fell within the purview of 
the local jurisdiction. 


fion. Mr. MoPHERSON explained that 
the question had been under the consider- 
ation of a committee of the other House, 
and of the Government, and it was decid- 
ed that it properly fell under the jurisdic- 
tion of Parliament. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT asked if the Govern- 
ment had come to any conclusion as to 
the rights of the Corporation of St. John 
with respect to the harbour. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL could not give an 
answer on the subject at that moment. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN was of opinion that 
the Bill was not one which Parliament 
hada right to consider, and that the 
question of jurisdiction would not be de- 
finitely settled until it came up in some 
shape before a Court of Justice. 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN thought it but just to 
the promoters of the Bill to allow it to be 
read a second time, and then refer it to 
the Committee on Standing Orders and 
Private Bills. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE S&T. JUST 
asked if the Government were prepared 
to express an opinion on the subject. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, in the absence of 


the leader of the Government in the 


House, could not speak positively on the 
question, 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN said in case of St. 
John, the rights were under royal charter, 
and alluded to some interference with 
those rights in the Bill recently intro- 


duced into Parliament respecting weights. 


and measures, 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that the House 
itself should decide such matters, which, 
were questions of legislation and not of 
executive function. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON called attention 
to the fact that similar Bills had passed 
the Legislature—one, for instance, respect- 
ing Belleville. / 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN referred to Ameri- 
can authorities to show proper jurisdiction 
with respect to such cases, and again urged 
that the Bill, since it was of a municipal 
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nature, should come before the Lozal 
Legislature. 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN recommended that 
the matter be referred to a Joint Com. 
mittee of both Houses, in order to arrive 
at a satisfactory conclusion on all questions 
of a similiar nature. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that the 
question was one of law, and could not be 
properly settled by a Committee; but the 
Government would be prepared on the fol- 
lowing day to state their opinions on the 
subject, ) 


Hon, Mr. BOTSFORD did not think the 
House should be influenced by the opinions 
oi the Government or of the Crown officers 
—-the matter was one of legislation. He 
saw great inconvenience in allowing every 
idiom to levy tolls on general 
trade. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that the opinion 
of the Crown officers, however .worthy of 
respect, could only be a matter of advice. 
He also saw _ another difficalty 
respecting the question. That 
was, the fact thav the Bill asked to extend 
power given by an Act passed by the late 
Parliament of Canada. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT thought it was best 
to allow such matters to be carried on by 
those who were locally interested. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN said that the Govern. 
ment could not control the House as to 
the powers of Parliament, and referred to 
several points in elucidation of the posi- 
tion he had taken on the main question at 


issue. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL had not meant to 
be understood to say that the House was 
bound by the opinion of the Government 
In respect to the powers of Parliament. 
His own impression was that the opinion 
of the Crown officers was only advisory. 


The Bill was read a second time, and | 


referred to the Committee on Standing 
Orders and Private Bills. 


MESSAGE. 


The Speaker informed the House that 
a message had been received from the 
House of Commons with the following 
Bulls : 

Bill relative to Ontario Bank. Second 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to incorporate the Ontario and Que- 
- bec Railroad. Second reading to-morrow. 


The House then adjourned. 
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After routine, 
MANITOBA. 


Mr. DONALD A. SMITH, the newly 
elected member for Selkirk, Manitoba, was 
introduced by Hon. Sir George E. Cartier 
and Mr. Simpson, and took his seat im- 
mediately behind Hen. Dr. ‘Tupper’s 
place. 

Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to the 
fact that the hon. member who had just 
taken his seat did so underan Act, the 
confirmation of which was now being 
sought for atthe hands of the Imperial 
Parliament, and as doubts existed as to the 
propriety of any member taking his seat 
under that Act, he thought that, follow. 
ing a precedent set by Government them- 
selves lately, the matter should be refer- 
red toa Committee. The Opposition di- 
vested themselves of all responsibility 
after having given this notification. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that the 
honourable member who had just been 
introduced had taken his seat under an 
Act of this House which had met with the 
sanction of the Imperial Government, and 
which had not been disallowed or declared 
null by any legal authority. Consequently 
ifitwas binding upon anybody it wason 
this House, which had passed the Act. 
But, at the same time, he might add, if 
any honourable member should raise a 
question of privilege with regard to the 
assumption of a seat in this House by the 
honourable member for Selkirk, the Goy- 
ernment would be ready to discharge their 
duty and advise the House with regard to 
the law as it was to be applied in the pre- 
sent case. Until the present law should 
be set aside the Government could not act 
otherwise than they had done. 

The subject was dropped. 


SUPERANUATION ACT. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked why the Goy- 
ernment had not brought down a state- 
ment of the allowances granted under the 
superannuation Act of last session. They 
should also have furnished a statement 
respecting confidential printing. Neither 
of these statements had yet been present- 
ed. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would inquire the cause of the delay, and 
let the House know why the law had not 
yet been complied with. 


THE HALIFAX PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved con. 


currence in the report of the Committee 


of Supply on the item of $200,000 for the 
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erection ofa Post Office and Custom House | ernment ought to unde: ‘ake not toexpend 


in Halifax. 

Hon. Mr. DORION, with a few introduc- 
tory remarks moved the following: ‘‘‘That 
the Province of Nova Scotia having recent- 
ly erected a suitable building fora Custom 
House and Post Office at Halifax, it is in- 
expedient to appropriate the sum of $200, - 
000 for the erection of another building 
for the same purpose until some further 
attempt shall have been made to effect a 
settlement with the Government of Nova 
Scotia, in reference to their claim of $66,- 
000 expended since the Ist July, 1867, 
the payment of which sum by the Domin- 
ion Government will secure to them tbe 
possession of said building.” ; 

Hon. Sir GEV. E. CARTIER moved in 
amendment to the amendment that all 
the words after “that ’’ be struck out, and 
the following substituted, “that the said 
resolution be referred back to Committee 
of Supply for the purpose of inserting 
therein after the word ‘ Halifax’ the fol- 
lowing words, ‘or for the payment of such 
amount, not exceeding $66,385, as may be 
awarded by Arbitrators as justly due to 
the Province of Nova Scotia, in case the 
new Provincial Building is made available 
for the purpose.’’”’ 

Hon. Mr. DORION said as long as the 
hon. members opposite were willing to ac- 
cept the proposition of the Opposition, he 
would not oppose them. The amendment 
of the Hon. Minister of Militia was even 
better than the one he (Mr. Dorion) him- 
self had proposed, which, until to-day, the 
Government had opposed. He would be 
happy to accept the amendment (hear, 
hear). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said all 
the difficulty in the matter had been 
caused by Nova Scotia, and the Dominion 
Government had always shown them- 
selves anxious to settle the question. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) said the Govern- 
ment had evidently modified their views 
considerably since the recent debate on 
this question, and he maintained the first 
thing to be done was for the Dominion 
Government to propose to submit the mat- 
ter to arbitration. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the pre- 
sent position of the matter should be 
satisfactory to both Governments, and 
trusted that no small differences would 
stand in the way of a friendly settlement. 

‘The amendment, as amended, was car- 
ried. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the matter 
should be clearly understood. The Min- 
ister of Militia had accepted the principle 
of settlement, but proposed to take an 
absolute vote of the amount, but the Gov- 


Hon. Sir F. Hineks. 


any money until the result of the arbitra- 
tion was ascertained. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the Govern- 
ment would certainly expend nothing 
until after arbitration. 

Hon. Mr. DORION was perfectly satis- 
fied with the action of the Government, 
and hoped Nova Scotia world place no 
obstacles in the way. . 

Mr. MACKENZIE could not:se how the 
Nova Scotia Government could do so. 

The House then went into Committee to 
amend the resolution as to this item, 
Mr. BLANCHET in the chair, and then 
rose and reported the resolution amended. 

On the motion of Sir F. HINCKS, the 
resolution was concurred in, Hon. Mr. 
Holton stating he would not object on the 
ground of order. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


On the motion of Sir F. Hincks, the 
House went into Committee of Supply, 
Colonel GREY in the chair. 


CANAL CONSTRUCTION. 


On the item of $624,000 for construction 
of Canals, 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought the Govern- 
ment should give full information on the 
subject. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the report of 
the Canal Commissioners was before the 
House, and the Government after consi- 
dering it, had concluded not to ask a vote 
for the Sault Ste. Marie Canal this year. 
About the Welland Canal, the report 
recommended the raising of the Banks 
and locks two feet, so as to obtain 12 feet 
on the sills ; which would 
cost $300,000, they also recommended 
anew canalfrom Thorold to Port Dal- 
housie. The Government was ready to 
recommend the first proposition to the 


a vote for the new canal this year as the 
surveys were not completed. Next session, 
however, the Government would lay their 
views before the House. As tothe Lower 
Ottawa, the House was aware that the 
locks of the Grenville Canal were in course 
of enlargement so as to allow two boats 
to be in the locks at once. 
had been performed during the past year 
was not useless, as it would have been re- 
quired for the larger locks, and the Govern- 
ment would ask an appropriation to make 
the locks, of the size recommended by the 
Canal Commissioners this year. ‘The lock 
at St. Anne’s would of course be enlarged 
similarly. This would be proceeded with 
next Fall. As to the Chats Canal the 
Government did not intend to enlarge it at 


ee 


House, but they were not prepared to ask ~ 


The work that — 
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_had not therefore referred to it. 


Canal 


once, but would do so when practicable. 


‘The St. Lawrence from Montreal to Que- 


bee was recommended to be deepened to 
22 feet, but the Government would not 
ask a vote for that purpose this year, but 
would make investigation and report at 
the next session. As to the Bay Verte 
Canal, the surveys were not completed, 
and when they were reports and plans 
would have to be prepared and might 
not be ready for some months; and the 
Government could not therefore ask a vote, 
but they recognized the great importance 
of the work and intended to be ready at 
the next session to say whether they could 
recommend a vote. The St. Lawrence 


_ Canal would depend on what was decided 


on at the Welland Canals. The channel of 
the St. Lawrence from Lake Ontario 


downwards, however, required improve- 


ment and anappropriation would be asked 
in the supplementary estimates. 


Mr. ‘ROSS (Prince Edward) asked why 
the Murray Canal had not been treated of. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said this canal 
was not included in the report, and he 
The Goy- 
ernment had not, however, decided to 
proceed with it. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL asked what 
amount was involved in the proposed ex- 
penditure. 


Hon Mr. LANGEVIN could not give 
the exact figures, but the Welland Canal 
would probably require $300,000, the 
Lower Ottawa $200,000 or $250,000 and the 
Upper St. Lawrence about $100,000. 


Mr. MACKENZIE spoke of the deepen- 
ing of the St. Lawrence above Montreal, 
and thought some particulars should be 
given as to the points at which the work 
would be required. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN sail when the 
votes came down he would give all infor- 
mation, but could not doso now. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked whether 
these sums were additional to what had 
been already voted for the Welland Canal 
and the Lower Ot: awa. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said they were. 

In reply toMr. MERRITT, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Lake 
Erie level would not be obtained by the 
proposed work. 

Mr. MERRiTT thought the proposed 
expenditure would be thrown away if the 
Grand River should but furnish enough 
water. 

Mr. McCALLUM (Monck) asked whether 
£300,000 would give 12 feet of water in the 
Welland Canal. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN 
would, 
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said yes, it 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said that generally 
speaking the plan met his approyal, but 
regretted that a vote had not been asked 
for the Sault Ste. Marie Canal. The en- 
largement of the Ottawa, he considered 
absolutely necessary, but Canada ought to 
be rendered entirely independent of the 
United States. The plan taken by the 
Commission was the only one that could 
be taken, and the Government might well 
have arrived at the same result without 
the expense of the Commission. The 
Welland Canal when increised would 
doubtless be sufficient for all the wants 
of trade. The Commission, howe, -r, had 
not referred to the best mode oi carrying 
produce destined for foreign countries. 
His own view was that a transhipment at 
the Welland Canal would be an 
advantage as it would benefit 
the grain and prevent it from heating. The 
experience of sending vessels from the 
West to Foreign Ports was very unfavora- 
ble. The Commissioners had not referred 
to the want of accommodation for produce 
at Quebec and Montreal, and many ship- 
pers would send their goods by New York 
on account of the difficulties at Montreal. 
At New York, there was every facility, and 
he might mention that not a single vessel 
had loaded from Montreal with petroleum, 
simply in consequence of the lack of ac- 
commodation. Private enterprise had 
done much, but it was for the Government 
to consider what could be done to accom- 
modate produce at Montreal, and he was 
surprised that attention had not been call- 
ed to so important a matter. With 
regard to the Welland Canal, he did not 
think it necessary to proceed immediately 
with the enlargement proposed for Cana- 
dian trade only, and unless it was certain 
that such an enlargement would induce a 
large amount of foreign traffic. He had 
always considered that if the Western pro- 
duce was to be conducted in barges, the 
route of the Ottawa was decidedly the best, 
and he thought that barge navigation 
would be the best and cheapest that could 
be adopted. On the other hand, the cinals 
could be utilized for years to come, and he 
was notinclined to ask for the construction 
of works not necessary, The future, how- 
ever, should be looked to, and if the Ame- 
ricans should enter into closer connection 
with Canada, it would, no doubt, be neces- 
sary to enlarge the Welland Canal} so as 
to accommodate American trade. He 
thought the plan of the new canal was 
good. The requirements of the mining 
trade on Lake Superior ought also to be 
considered, for there would soon be an 
enormous shipment of ores from that Dis- 


trict. The Commissioners had not 
spoken of _ the Rideau Canal, 
although it was known that when 
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the Ottawa and St. Lawrence had beeny Captains of vessels testity to such being 
navigable, that canal had fallen mto com- 


parative disuse, and it should be consid 
ered whether the amount annually ex- 
pended could not be saved. The opening 
of the Upper Ottawa would conduce more 
than anything to developing and improvy- 
ing the country, and was sorry the Gov- 
ernment had gone no further than pro- 
pose to improve a few local works, as he 
thought they ought to be able to initiate a 
distinct policy on the subject, making the 
present appropriations a mere commence- 
ment ofan ultimate plan. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated that the 
works being now undertaken were really 
only part of the plan proposed by the 
Commissioners. 

Mr. MACKENZIE was glad such was the 
case, and he asked the serious attention of 
the Government to what he had indicated 
as to the want of accommodation at Mon- 
treal. Those engaged in developing the 
raineral resources of the West were daily 
complaining on this subject. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the de- 
fective arrangements at Montreal certainly 
deserved consideration. He referred to the 
Sault Ste. Marie Canal, and admitted its 
importance, he thought that, considering 
the present negotiations at Washington, 
a plan to construct that work would really 
be a doubtful policy. He read an extract 
from the papers before the House, being a 
minority report from Mr. Laidlaw, show- 
ing that as the recommendation of the 
Commission was that the canal should be 
built on the same plan as the Welland 
Canal, it would not be large enough for the 
vessels passing through the American 
Canal, that no tolls would be obtained, 
and would not be of the slightest possible 
use except in case of war. Of course the 
Government had not adopted this view, 
but they thought it inadvisable to proceed 
with the work at present. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that such were 
the facilities for constructing the Canadian 
Canal that if it were built it would be used 
at once to its utmost capacity, and he re- 
garded Mr. Laidlaw’s report as most 
puerile. 


Mr. WORKMAN (Montreal) spoke of the 
want of accommodation at Montreal, and 
explained the way in which the Harbour 
was worked, and he was sure that the 
Harbour Commissioners had done every- 
thing that could be expected of them. As 
to the petroleum, the absence of shipments 
arose from the nature of the article 
itself, but as regarded the staple products 
of the country, matters were conducted 
more cheaply, more efficiently and more 
expeditiously than at any other port on 
the continent, and he had heard many 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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Of course he would not object 
would 


th e case. 
to Government aid but certainly he 
not ask forit. 


Mr. RYAN (Montreal) thanked the 
member for Lambton for having drawn at- 
tention to the matter, but could not agree 
with his colleague from Montreal. The 
Harbour Commissioners might have done 
what they could, but if that body were 
differently constituted, very much more 
might have been done. 

‘The Committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. . 

It being six o’clock the House rose. 


- AFTER RECESS. 


The Act incorporating the Fredericton 
and St. Mary’s Bridge Company was passed 
through Committee, Colonel Grey in the 
Chair. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, 


If{on. Colonel GREY resumed the debate 
on the Bill to admit British Columbia into 
the Dominion. He said that it mattered 
little how this House might regard the 
measure unless they were backed up by 
public opinion, and that opinion’ was 
greatly affected by statements made in 
this House. The measure should be 
viewed by the light of the ledger, in the 
practical light of the present day, rather 
than in the light of the past. This House 
should regard it too, in the light of the 
experience of the neighboring Republic, 
and see how we might profit by it. As had 
been observed by the honourable member 
for Sherbrooke, there were two precautions 
to be taken. The constitution was in no way 
to be infringed and the Dominion was not 
to incur a financial burden too heavy tobe 
borne. In this view, he believed every 
member in the House concurred. And 
first, with regard to the objection urged 
against the representation of British 
Columbia that it was too large, 
he would say that the British North 
America Act did not limit representation 
to the white population but even if it were 
so limited, the number of representatives 
under the circumstances of that Colony 
was not too great. When fhe Manitoba 
Act was passed last session exception was 
taken in the debate to the representation 
given to the new Province, but the reply 
was that the expected increase in the 
population would, within a very short 
period, be proportionate to the represen- 
tation. This view was not disputed by the 
hon. member for East Toronto, or by his 
hon. friend from Bothwell. 


Mr. MILLS—I did dispute it. 
Hon. Col. GREY would quote from the 
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_ hon. member's own speech to show that 
_ he had not objected to it. 

Mr. MILLS said he would not accept 
any report made last year as a correct one. 

Hon. Col. GREY would quote from the 
Globe report, which the hon. member 
would hardly object to. The passage of 
the hon. ‘member’s speech referred to, 
contained the following: “ The represen- 
tation was based no doubt, on the expec- 
tation of an immediate increase of the 
inhabitants, but he contended that it 
would be better to give representation to 
the number of people, increasing the 
number if it was thought best, every two 
years, or leaving to the local legislature if 
they thought it better.”” Here was the 
expression of opinion from the hon. mem- 
ber, and thus, though the point was rais- 
ed, there was no record on the journals of 
the House, no action taken, no resolution 
or amendment moved to show that the 
representation of Manitoba was unconsti- 
tutional. The objection that was taken in 
debate last session by the honourable 
gentleman was as to the power of the 
_ Parliament to give representation at all— 
not as to its numerical character. 
Here then was a_ precedent for 
this case before the House—a precedent 
established by the House itself. He had 
no fear that the smaller Provinces would 
be overridden through this Act. If the 
representation were to be based strictly 
upon population according to the law as 


at present interpreted by the hon- 
ourable member for Bothwell, British 
Columbia would have but one 


representative, if any. Now, in that colony 
there were two separate and distinct inter- 
ests, the insular and continental. The 
country was divided into two sections, 
Vancouvers Island and the main land. If 
the colony were permitted to send but one 
member to this House, which section 
would he represent ? He could not repre- 
sent both very well, and one of them 
would remain unrepresented. It was clear, 
therefore, that no other course could have 
been adopted with reference to this point, 
than that embodied in the measure 
before the House. ‘I'he position he took 
with reference to this question was this, 
that until the Province became a member of 
the Federal compact, it would not be gov- 
erned by the provisions of the British 
North America Act. That the terms and 
conditions on which British Columbia 
came in were to be agreed on, and if as 
an independent province she chose to say 
her interests required four representatives 
in the House, she could, and there was 
nothing in the British North America Act 
to prevent our acceptance of such a pro- 
position, but after she came in, her future 
representation must be governed by the 
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31st section ofthe British North America 
Act, and must revolve lik@ that of the 
other Provinces, around the representa- 
tion of Quebec asa pivot. In accepting 
her therefore, as set forth in the resolu- 
tions in that respect there was 
no infringement of our Constitutional 
rights under the British North America 
Act, and thus the first point stated by the 
member from Sherbrooke was complied 
with. For it must be assumed that if there 
were other important constitutional object- 
ions they would not have escaped the acu- 
men of the member for West Durham. 
The next point was as to our capa- 
bility to enter upon the contemplated 
arrangements respecting the Pacific Rail- 
way. The necessity, of course 
of communication with the Paci- 
fic was admitted Ayy every hon. mem- 
ber who had spoken on this subject. The 
Government did not propose to build the 
railway themselves, but it would Le done 
by companies, and if the land grants 
should prove nearly as valuable as it was 
alleged they would, the cry of one hun- 
dred millions which was used to create so 
much alarm would prove to be a mere 
bugbear. With regard to the part of the 
line falling in Ontario he was not prepared. 
to speak, but with respect to the other 
portions he desired to say something. The 
hon, gentleman here described the mode 
and means by which the Pacific Railway 
from Omaha to Sacramento was built, 
shewing the-companies, the land grants, 
and Government Bond subsidies in aid, 
describing the character of the country, 
and the difficulties which met the con- 
structors of the road, the unstable nature 
of the soil about the Missouri River, the 
arid character of the American desert, and 
the Alkali plains, the elevation of the 
passes of the Rocky Mountains, and of the 
Sierra Nevada Range, and went on to ex- 
plain how the Government Bond subsidies. 
were divided, increasing proportionately 
with the cost of construction of different 
parts thus preventing the Government aid 
being entirely used on the easy gradient, 
and thereby obviating further calls on the: 
Government. The American Government 
had divided the subsidy, giving one 
amount for the easy part of the line, and 
a larger amount for the difficult sections. 
The whole bond subsidy amounted to fifty- 
eight millions, and in addition a land grant 
was made of alternate lots of 20 miles 
along the route. The cost of the American 
road had also been largely increased to 
the extent of twenty millions by a stipu- 
lation that no rails should be used except 
those of home make,—a limitation which 
would certainly not be imposed by us—as 
our rule was to buy in the cheapest mar- 
ket. 


Columbia. 
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Hon. Mr, MACDOUGALL said he sup- 
posed steel ralfis would be used. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE BE. CARTIER—The 
honorable gentleman knows better. 

Hon. Col. GREY resumed his descrip- 
tion of the construction of the American 
line, and the difficulties met with in that 
work. He quoted from aspeech of the 
member for Lambton made last session 
during the Manitoba debate, shewing that 
the Canadian line would pass through an 
infinitely better country than that through 
avyhich the American line had passed. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said his words had 
appiied to te portion lying between Red 
River and the Rocky Mountains. 

Hon. Col. GREY said he admitted that 
he had spoken in that limited sense, but 
that covered 1,400 miles of the distance. 
_As the American line had been built at 
an expense of sixty millions, what fear 
need there be as to the cost 
of the Canadian line, which would pass 
through an infinitely better country, and 
the elevation to be attained would be 
much less. (Ihe honourable gentleman 
here read extracts of Cheadle & Milton’s 
work, shewing that whereas the highest 
elevation of the American line was 7,400 
and 8,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
“The Jaspar House or Yellow Dead Pass 
through the Rocxy Mountains, with us was 
only 3,760 feet, with a gradual slope on 
either side ; and also showing {the nature 
and character of the country on this side 
of the Rocky Mountains, and of the valley 
of the Fraser River on the other.) 
it had been alleged that the 
line must necessarily be built within 
ten years, and that if a company 
swould not undertake it, the Government 
would be obliged todo it. Now, the Am.- 
ericans had built their line in three and a 
half years, and could it be supposed that 
Canadians were so inferior that they could 
not buiid a line of comparatively easy con- 
struction in ten years. And in the light 
of the experience of that country, how 
ould it be said companies would not be 
found to build the line. British Columbia 
possessed every means of becoming one of 
the most prosperous Provinces in the Do- 
minion, and indeed its union had been one 
of the stipulations of, and inducements for 
Confederation. He then spoke of the 
prosperous condition of the Dominion at 
present, to show that Canada need have 
no fear of the responsibility it was p1opos- 
ed to incur, and referred to Statistics to 
prove his position. The member for Dur- 
ham had based his statements that Canada 
could not bear the burden to be laid on 
her, under the impression that the Do- 


minion * would have to pay 
one hundred millions, but that 
was not the case. There was 


Hon. Col. Grey. 


(COMMONS]] 


696 


a vast difference between the 
burden of a work of that amount—say 
100,009,000 borne by various parties— pub- 
lic Companies—land grants and aids of 
different characters—and the cost of the 
same work borne by one exchequer. It 
was not intended that the exchequer or 
revenues of Canada should bear the charge 
of the work, but simply that they would 
aid it. If Canada should refuse to give 
this aid, the work would pass out of her 
hands, British Columbia would not be in- 
cluded, and the Dominion, instead of 
becoming a great and leading power on the 
continent, and advancing in material 


Columbia. 


wealth and prosperity, would revert to its 
old position of discontented and opposing 
Provinces, 
worse for having thrown away the oppor- 
tunities which had been afforded her 
(cheers). 


small and _ insignificant—the 


Mr. JOLY (Lotbiniere) said when he had 


listened to the discussion, he could not 


help thinking of the fable of the frog and 
the ox. The frog had admired the size of 
the ox, and deciding that it was its duty 
to become as large as the ox, it went 
on swelling until it burst, and when he 
had heard the description and glowing 
terms of the Minister of Militia, he thought 
he could see the Dominion swell like the 
frog. It was very fortunate the Pacific 
made a boundary to the land to be annex- 
ed, although it was true China and Japan 
were beyond, and perhaps the Pacific 
might yet be made a Canadian sea. When 
the Minister of Militia had named fifty two 
millions as the cost of the railway, he 
could only have referred to the cost to the 
Dominion, and in the same way the popu- 
lation had been much exaggerated. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER had stated 
the population correctly at 63,000, being 
15,000 to 17,000 Europeans, some 5,000 
Chinese and the remainder Indians. 


Mr. JveLY must, of course, admit his 
mistake. He could not consider the rail- 
way a Canadian but an Imperial Policy, 
and, of course, it was natural that England 
should desire to see British North Ameri- 
ca confederated and independent of the 
United States, and if that was her desire, 
the best thing she could do would be to 
aid in constructing this line of communica- 
tion. The great advantage Canada posses- 
sed over the States, was her freedom from 
debt and taxation, but if, to the present 
debt of $100,000,000, was added another 
$100,000.000 for the construction of the 
railway, the debt of Canada would become 
in proportion almost as large as that of 
the United States, and Canada would lose 
her only advantage. He came to the con- 
clusion that an additional debt of $100,- 


000,000 would be mentioned on account of — 


* 
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remarks of the member for St. John. The 
Americans had paid fifty eight millions of 
dollars as a subsidy, and had made twice 
as large a land grant; the money grant 
would have to be larger. For years to 
come, the line could not pay a tenth part 
of its cost, and no Company would under- 
take it unless they received every assis- 
tance, for the line would not obtain any. 
thing like the tratlic that the Union Pacific 
obtained, and he believed the result would 
be that the Government itself would have 
to build the line. Ag to the time that 
would be required to build the line, if the 
same energy were shown as had been exhi- 
bited in the construction of the Intercolo. 
nial, the Pacific would take twenty years. 
Why not say to British Columbia, ‘ we are 
willing for you to join us, but we cannot 
pledge ourselves to this heavy expenditure 
—but if British Columbia only wanted to 
see which Country, Canada or the States 
would give them the best terms, he, for 
one, was not prepared to buy them in that 
way. ‘The present position of Canada and 


the States to each other could not last 


much longer, and if more friendly relations 
should be established, why should not 
Canada avail herself of the Northern Paci- 
fic road until she was able to build a line 
for herself. 


Mr. JACKSON was. glad to see the 
unanimity of belief that unicn with British 
@olumbia was a necessity, and that the con- 
struction of a line of railway was algo a 
ynecessity. It had been conceded that the 


amount to be granted to British Columbia 


was not extravagant, but objection was 
taken as to the mode of payment. Ubjec- 


Ppicuis had also been raised that the pro- 
V 


posed representation was too large for the 
population, but looking at the matter ina 
common sense view only, although the ab- 
Stract principle of representation accord- 
ing to population might be right, he 
thought area should enter into the arrange- 
ment, and he saw nothing in the objection. 
As to the objection of the railway having 
to be constructed in ten years, British 
Columbia was to be taken into the Union, 
and the understanding was that the whole 
Dominion should be connected. ‘The re- 
sponsibility might be great, but in all 
agreements certain conditions were implied, 
which might operate to change the agree- 
ment. If the present prosperity continued, 
there was no reason to doubt the ability of 
the Government to construct the railway 
within ten years, but if circumstances 
should prevent that, what danger could 
ensue? He should certainly support the 
resolutions of the Government on the 
grounds he had stated. Some years ago 


_he had entertained doubts of the success 


of Confederation, but he was very glad to 
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see how satisfactory the results had been. 
He thought the definiteness of the propo- 
sition for the construction of the line,. 
would obtain for it greater consideration 
and greater confidence on the part of Eng- 
lish capitalists. He would not try to- 
foreshadow the future, but there was 
every reason for hope. The member for 
Lotbiniere had said that the increased re- 
sponsibility would make Canada’s debt 
equal to that of the United States, but the 
view was most erroneous, for while the 
Canadian line would open upa splendid 
country and consolidate the country, the 
Americans had only destroyed property: 
and desolated homes without result. 


Mr. MILLS would not have spoken but 
forthe remarks of the member for St. 
John. That hon. gentleman entirely mis- 
apprehended the system of Government 
provided by the British North American 
Act. He disputed his reading of the consti- 
tution as affecting powers and duties of 
Canada in relation to colonies to be ad- 
mitted into the Union. He had contended 
the Indians should be embraced in. 
framing the basis for representation. That 
had not, however, been done as regards 
the other Provinces. The Indians did not. 
enter into the social bond, and 
could not stand on the same footing as 
the white population. The member for 
St. John argued that because the principle 
of representation by population had been 
violated in the treatment of Manitoba, 
it should be in the case of British Columbia, 
and he had stated representation by: 
population was not the principle estab- 


| lished by the constitution, but the Union 


Act plainly showed it was, and the repre- 


sentation was to be altered every ten years 


in harmony with the growth of the country 


in population, and in a prescribed relation 


to the sixty-five members always to be 
possessed by Quebec. in answer to the 
member for St. John, he contended that. 
the phraseology of the Union Act proved. 
that the terms applicable to the four Pro- 
vinces of the Confederation as to represen- 
tation, applied to the Provinces afterwards: 
admitted. The Union could be extended 
only on the federal principle, and the 
principle he now contended for governed 
his objections to the Manitoba Bill last. 
year. Heheld now as before that the 
very principle of our constitution was: 
violated inthe terms we granted that. 
Province last year, that we had no avtho- 
rity to grant her representation beyond 
that towhich by population she was en- 
titled. So much for the precedent cited 
by that hon. gentleman. He did not 
believe British Columbia would complain 
of our altering terms before us in obedi- 
ence to ourreasonable wishes and interests 
If she was prepared to accept reasonable 
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terms he would not oppose her entrance 
into the Union. Ifshe was notso prepar- 
ed, it would simply show the time - had 
not come for her admission. As to the 
remark that we ought to be able to con- 
struct a railroad in less than ten years, and 
that the Americans constructed theirs in 
three years and a half, it was apparently 
forgotten that their railroads previously 
extended a thousand miles further west 
than ours, that they had thirty millions 
this side the Rocky Mountains against our 
four, and had a large population on the 
Pacific coast and infinitely greater resour- 
ees on both sides the Rocky Mountains 
than ours. He would like to know how 
we could build it in ten years when at the 


present rate of progress, and with our | 


adequate means and other advantages the 
Intercolonial would require seven years. 
At its rate of construction, it would 
take 37 years to build the Pacific Road, 
He was convinced we should not draw so 
largely upon the future, should not incur 
obligations we had no certainty of being 
able to meet. On this ground alone, were 
there no other objections to the resolu 
tions, he would be disposed to oppose 
them. The geological survey of the coun- 
try was an incident of the local possession 
and management of the lands, and it 
should be undertaken by the local author- 
ities alone. We had no power to enter 
upon this work, the proposal of which was 
another instance of the irregular or illegal 
Acts we were asked to perform. He would 
oppose the resolutions and support the 
very proper amendment before the House. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN then proceeded 
to explain in French the proposals and 
policy of the Government on this subject, 
and to recite the circumstances that led to 
the submission ofthis scheme, dating back 
to the period of Confederation. He _ re- 
m'nded the House that these terms had 
been accepted by the Legislative Assem- 
bly of British Columbia on the understand- 
ing that they would not be altered by the 
Parliament of Canada. In reply to the 
hon, member jor Sherbrooke and other 
gentlemen, he contended that the present 
terms were not less favourable to Canada 
than the former, because in the first in- 
stance the colony was to have four sena- 
tors at Ottawa and eight Commoners, 
while now she was allowed but 
three of the former and = six 
of the latter. With regard to the railway, 
he urged that there was no comparison 
between the Intercolonial and the Pacific 
road, because it would not be undertaken 
by the Government but by a company upon 
the basis of a liberal land grant and an 
annual payment of money within the means 
4 eet and without augmenting its 
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Mr. GEOFFRION—Suppose you don’t 
find a company ? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—Who could 
doubt their finding a company with the 
double inducement of land and money, 
when in the States and other countries 
railways were begun and completed on the 
basis of land grants only? We were bound, 
irrespective of British Columbia, to con- 
struct a railway to the Rocky. Mountains, 
certainly through a magnificent country 
for hundreds of miles; but what would be 
the use of stopping there? Would it not 
be to a certain extent money ill-spent, 
when the road stopped short of the natural 
boundary of the Dominion, of the natural 
ocean outlet on the Pacific? Our interests 
undoubtedly dictated that prolongation. 
He maintained that in a revenue point of 
view Canada would not lose by this meas- 
ure, for, as had been pointed out, the con- 
sumption of dutiable goods per head of the 
population was much greater than in Can 
ada. There was already a population of 
60,000, including Chinese and _ In- 
dians, many of whom were _ civil- 
ized and useful inhabitants. 
He denied the statement of the member 
for Lotbiniere that we already owed 
$100,000,000, our debt being but $80,000,- 
000, and as the Government intended hav- 
ing the railway built by a private company 
they could incur nothing like another | 
hundred millions of debt. As to the 
pension list, several of the recipients 
could be made useful to the Dominion as 
public officers. It was absurd to suppose 
Canada could depend on the American 
Northern Pacific Railway, and if we wished 
to extend our population and trade and col- 
onize our vast Western region, we must 
possess a railroad through our own terri- 
tory, instead of travelling westward by 
one 100 or 200 miles from our frontier. It 
was necessary to satisfy the Columbians, 
as wellas to give confidence to British 
capitalists, that a period should be fixed 
for the completion of the road; but If in 
seven or eight years it should appear, with 
representatives from that Province sitting 
among us, that despite our good faith and 
utmost efforts it was impossible to complete 
the work within the time named they could 
not and would not find fault with us. He 
did not anticipate any failure, but looked 
at the worst contingency. He believed it 
was our duty and our interest too, to com- 
plete Confederation and establish a British 
empire in N orth America, with the freest 
institutionsin the world, under the Brit- 
ish Flag now protecting us, and which 
would continue to protect us so long as we 
desired, He believed his countrymen of 
all origins and classes desired this re- 
sult, ana that trifling difficulties should not 
induce them to abundon reasonable effort 
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British Columbia did 
not merit the treatment proposed by the 
amendment and he hoped the House 
would not refuse to adopt cheerfully the 
resolutions of the Government [cheers.] 


Hon. Mr. SMITH thought the subject 
was one of the greatest magnitude,and Go- 
vernment ought to have absolved all par- 
tiesto allow every one to give the matter 
the freest possible consideration. He had at 
first done his best to oppose Confederation 
but he was now friendly to the Union, and 
would be glad to see the whole of British 
North America united. There were two 
very important considerations—one was 
that there was a great departure from the 
principles of the constitution in the mat- 
ter of the representation. With regard to 
the financial aspect, however, he could not 
but believe that lasting injury would be 
done to the country by the expenditure to 
be incurred. The cost of the railway could 
not be less than $100,000,000, and it was 


equivalent to the Imperial Government 


asking England to embark in an enterprise 
involving a thousand millions. Was not 


the matter, therefore, sufficiently grave to | 


merit the most serious consideration—and 
he intreated the Government to pause. 
The faith of the country was pledged by 
the resolution to complete the railway 
within ten years, no matter if the result 
should be ruin. No verbal reservations 
could have effect, the written record alone 
could hold, and the words of the resolu- 
tion were clear, and if in two years the 
railway was not commenced, British Co- 
lumbia could appéal to theImperial Govern- 
ment. ‘They had been told that the expen- 
diture would not burden the people, but 
could that be believed, and no one would 
undertake to say that a Company would 
undertake the work as a remunerative 
scheme, and, therefore, sooner or later, 
the Government would have to pay every 
dollar of the expense, and the contract ors 
would want the land asa profit. Noone 
eould suppose that even after the road 


‘was built, it would pay one tenth of its 


working expenses, and how, therefore, 
could British capitalists be expected to 
undertake the work. ‘The Minister of 
Customs had intimated that if they did not 
strike quickly, they would alienate British 
Columbia from the enterprise, but was 
that an element for discussion, no, if such 
were the case, the matter belonged 
to the Imperial Government only 
Was the House ready to involve the coun- 
try in so large an incrase of debt. That 
debt was already $100,000,000, and there 
were many burdens that would arise from 
the Intercolonial and other works. The 
Union Act had provided for the extension 
of the Canal system and that had only 
been delayed because of the deficient state 
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of the finances of the Dominion. The cost 
of the railway could not be named, it 
might be much greater than the 
amount named, and yet coute qui 
coute the country would stand pledged to 
complete it.- He should oppose the 
measure because 1t would impose burden s 
on the people that they were not able to 
bear and would involve the country in 
ruin and disaster. 


Mr. RY MAL like the previous speaker, 
had not much “(faith in the 
blessings of Confederation, and should 
oppose the present measure, because he 
believed it violated their constitutional 
rights. In the Confederation scheme the 
principle of representation by population 
had been conceded, and yet that princi- 
ple was now being violated. The Minister 
of Militia himself represented many times 
the whole number of white men in British 
Columbia, and there were many similar 
cases in the House, and the thing was so 
absurd and unjust that if it were the only 
objection, he would oppose the scheme 
for while he asked nothing more than 
justice, he would take nothing less. As 
to the financial aspect the responsibilities 
about being incurred, added to the cost of 
Intercolonial and the enlargement of the 
canals, a debt of $300,000,000, would be 
incurred, which at five per cent. would 
involve an annual expenditure of $15,000,- 
000. Added to this there would be the 
yearlyand ever increasing burden of main- 
tainmg the railway, ail of which 
would fall on the poor tax payers. 
To use a well known phrase, he would 
say, ‘‘ whither are we drifting,’’ and the 
only answer was that bankruptcy and ruin 
stared them in the face, and the creditand 
good reputation of Canada would be a 
thing of the past. The Minister of Finance 
had well nigh ruined the country before, 
and he would do so again, if the present 
Ministry retained their seats, and were 
led on by the Minister of Finance. Lan- 
guage failed him to express his detestation 
of the Goverrment that thus prejudiced 
the good interests ot the country, and it 
appeared to him that the prospects of the 
Confederation were being destroyed. 


Hon. C. DUNKIN said the question pro- 
posed was the adoption of resolutions for 
the admission of British Columbia into the 
Union, and the objection raised in the 
amendment was a very narrow one. No 
sufficient reason was given for the postpone- 
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ment proposed, which was_ in 
effect the adjournment of the 
whole scheme. He referred to the 


circumstances connected with Confedera- 
tion, and the feelings with which it was re- 
garded at first, and after its accomplish 
ment. The experiment was tried, one of 
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its express objects being to bring in the | tions. Now, he would appeal to all, but 


British North West Territory, and con: 
struct a Railroad from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, and were they now to hesitate 
letting I dare not wait uponI would. He 
argued that British Columbia and the 
North West could not be retaincd without 
a railway. They had already incurred the 
greater part of the expenditure, independ. 
ent of British Columbia, and they must 
advance, they could not recede. Without 
executing the policy these Resolutions em- 
bodied we should expose ourselves, our 
present constitution and national position. 
Not to advance was to go back the 
whole distance. He argued that the road 
could be built to the Pacific at a cheaper 
rate than one to the Rocky Mountains 
only, and possibly fora smaller amount 
than to this point. 


Mr. BODWELL rose to speak, but was 
interrupted by cries of ‘‘adjourn.’’ After 
a short discussion the debate was adjourn. 
ed, to be resumed to-morrow after recess, 
and the House rose 12.50 o’clock. 


THE SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 30, 1871? 


The SPEAKER took. the Chair at 3 
o'clock. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN presented the sixth 
report of the Committee on Standing 
Orders and Private Bills, stating that the 
Committee found sufficient notice had 
been given in the case of the pe- 
tition of S. Waddell and others of Mon- 
treal; and the petition of W. Workman 
and others, of the same place. 


INTEREST. 


Hon. Mr. DEVER said if he would be 
permitted to trespass on the indulgence 
of the House for a few minutes, he would 
feel disposed to state that he thought 
according to the British North America 
Act, all parties in this Dominion had a 
right to expect that a uniform rate of 
interest should be introduced through all 
the parts of this Dominion, with as much 
despatch as was the assimilation of 
other important questions that have 
been passed for the good government of 
the country. His object at present was to 
say that a great deal of dissatisfaction is 
felt at the seemingly unnecessary delay of 
the Government in bringing forward a 
measure of this kind, so that no obstruc 
tion may be continued any longer in any 
part of the Dominion against the free and 
unrestricted intercourse of business rela- 


Hon. C. Dunkin. 


more especially to the Government to look 
at the strange anomaly of several 
rates of interest at present _pre- 
vailing inthe Dominion. In one Province 
it was said, the legal rate is confined 
to 6 per cent. In another 6 per cent., 
and as much more as the parties agree on. 
In a third, on mortgages 6 per cent. and 
as much more as you could get, if not dis- 
puted in law, and so on, until he thought 
there was hardly a man in this country 
who could tell exactly the precise rate of 
interest obtaining at present in all the 
provinces of this Dominion, without hav- 
ing to read through four sets of Provincial 
Statutes to find it out. That they might 
see that this state of affairs was causing 
commotion amongst the business men and 
others of some of the large cities of the 
lower provinces, he would ask permission 
to read an extract from one of the leading 
papers of the city of St. John, setting forth 
the views of the Chamber of Commerce of 
that place, on this subject, and how that 
body of merchants, bankers and others ex- 
pect the Government will see to this mat- 
tér with as much zeal as they have 
shown in obtaining the equalization of all 
the other conflicting laws that prevailed in 
the several provinces during the beginning 
of Confederation. Here the honorable 
member read from a newspaper the action 
of the St. John Chamber of Commerce in 
this matter, and pressed on the Govern- 
ment the desirability of keeping in view 
the wishes of so large and intelligent a 
body of merchants, bankers, and others, 
now so anxious to have a Dominion in. 
terest law, similar to that at present ob- 
taining in the Province of Ontario. With 
these remarks, he asked the Government : 
Whether itis the intention during the 
present Session of Parliament to introduce 
any Bill or Measure for the regulation ofa 
common rate of interest on all Monetary 
and Mercantile transactions, within the 
several provinces, now comprising the Do- 
minion of Canada? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL agreed with the- 


honorable gentleman that it was very de- 
sirable that the rate of interest should be 
assimilated throughout the Dominion; 
but there were many difliculties in the way, 
arising out of the diverse views entertain- 
ed on the subject inanother branch. Un- 
der these circumstances the Government. 
were not prepared during the present 
Session to introducea Bill for the regu- 
lation of Interest, although they admit- 
ted the importance of the question and 
had no doubt it would be dealt with soon- 
er or later, 


MESSAGE. 
A message was received from the House 
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of Commons, stating that they had passed | harbour again. In the Supply Bill of 1868 


_the following Bills : 


To incorporate the Toronto Corn Ex: 
change. Second reading on Monday. 


To incorporate the Montreal and City of 
Ottawa Junction Railway Company. Sec- 
ond reading on Monday. 


_ THE FENIAN INVASION. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the sec- 
ond reading of the Bill (from House of 
Commons) to indemnify members of Gov- 
ernment for expenses incurred in connec- 
tion with the Fenian invasion. 


_ Hon. Mr. HAZEN asked the government 
if there was any prospect of the Dominion 
itself being indemnified for the expendi- 
ture of the money in question. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
expenses incurred had been put in the 
shape of a claim or statement, which had 
been submitted to the High Commission. 
Supposing the matter was not considered 
by that body, then it would remain for the 
Government of the Dominion to place the 
circumstances clearly before the Imperial 

Government with the view of ascertaining 
whether under the circumstance, they 
would not atall events assist in the payment 
of the amount which the Fenian invasion 
had compelled us to pay [hear, hear]. 


The motion was carried. 
HARBOUR DUES. 


Hon. Mr. READ moved the second read- 
ing of the Bill to enable the village of 
‘Trenton to impose, and collect Harbour 
dues, and for other purposes. The Bill, he 
stated, was similar to the one submitted 
on the previous day. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he un- 
derstood that his hon. colleague, the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, had stat- 
ed during the previous afternoon, that the 
Government would be prepared when they 
again met to givean opinion on the con- 
stitutional point. In compliance with 
that promise, he would state the opinion 
which was held by the Government under 
the advice of the Minister of Justice. 
Legislation of the kind in question was 
not new—it had come up time and again 
since the formation of the Confederation, 
For instance, during the session of 1867--8, 
Acts were passed in relation to the harbour 
of Quebec, and harbour police ; in 1869, 
with respect to harbour and channels, 
and harbour of Quebec; in 1870, with re- 
gard to improving harbours, Quebec har- 
bour, Corporation of Collingwood (to col- 
lect tolls at mouth of Beaver River.) Bel- 
leville harbour (to collect tolls); Quebeg 


56 


there were the following items :— 


Montreal River Police, chargeable 
against Harbour Commissioners, Quebec 
Harbour Police : 


Harbours, Lake Huron.... ..... $ 8,000 
Harbours, Piers and Lights... _.. 120,000 
Harbour Police, Montreal........ 11,628 
River Police, Quebec............ 11,812 
Hapbours and Piers. ::-... 4.2)... 50,000 


IN THE SUPPLY BILL, 1870. 


Harbour Police, Quebec and Montreal : 
Harbours, Lakes Erie and Huron, $100,000 
Manouraarpowr: wii, vo eek 8 


Coteaunay Lac Pier... 0. oo ee. 4. 000 
Piers below Quebec............ 
Richibucto Harbour............ 4,000 
Ambherst Harbour............ nas 
House Harbour, Magdalen Island. 4,000 
Bathurst .Harbour.:... 2... 000.4 2,000 


Steam Dredgés, &e...2 5.000. .0 62. 

In all the foregoing cases, the hon. gentle- 
man went on to say, the harbour had 
been considered as properly coming within 
the jurisdiction of Parliament. He believed 
that certain proceedings had taken place 
in the Legislature of Quebec declaring 
that such matters came properly within the 
purview of the General Legislature. He 
did not mean to assert that the matter 
was quite clear as respects the constitution- 
ality of the Act. Not until a series of years 
had passed, and the subject had been pre- 
sented in a variety of aspects, would the 
point be clearly settled. Neither did he 
mean to say that he could quote any pre- 
cise language from the Act which showed 
clearly that there was power given to Par- 
liament to deal with such questions. In 
section 91, however, power was given to 
the Legislature of the Dominion in rela- 
tion to all matters not coming within the 
legislative functions of the Provinces. 
He did not find in the enumeration 
of subjects given to the Local Governments 
any item which precluded the interpreta- 
tion which the Government and Parlia- 
ment had hitherto given to the point. It 
might be said that ‘Local Works and un- 
dertakings”’ referred to the class of ques- 
tions in controversy—so the same argu- 
ment might be used with respect to 
‘‘Civil rights ;’ but it seemed most rea- 
sonable that these cases before the House 
might be classed as touching navigation 
and shipping, and the regulation of trade, 
subjects under the jurisdiction of the gen- 
eral Legislature In the schedule of the 
Act, there was mention made of ‘“ public 
harbours,’”’ which are the property of the 
Dominion. Harbours of refuge might be 
classed among such ; but he did not base 
his conclusions on that part of the Act so 
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much as on the other items just men- | 


tioned. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN mentioned that cer- 
tain acts had been passed by the Legisla- 
ture of New Brunswick with respect to the 
harbour of St. John, and had received 
the sanction of the Minister of Justice, 
since they had been regularly assented 
60. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER did not think it al- 
lowable for the Local Legislature to have 
the power of legislating on matters aflec- 
ting general trade andcommerce. 

Hon, Mr. PERRY called the attention 
of the House to what he considered were 
objectionable features of the Bill. For 
instance, it was provided that tolls should 
be levied not only on property landed 
within the limits of the harbour, but on all 
timber coming down the river ‘rent and 
merely passing through. Again it was 
proposed to make the vessels liable for the 
tolls on the goods they landed ; in case of 
non-payment, the vessels might be detain- 
ed. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY argued in favour of 
having some fixed rule to guide the House 
with respect to such matters, and added 
that his own opinion entirely agreed with 
that of the Postmaster General as regards 
the interpretation of the Union Act. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that there 
ought to be a clear distinction made 
between public and private harbours ; the 
former certainly came within the jurisdic. 
tion of the Parliament. In the provisions 
of the Bill before the House, he saw a 
direct infringement of the powers of the 
local legislature. We should find a line of 
demarcation, where our powers began and 
ended. The clause referring to Trade and 
Commerce, in his opinion, referred to mat- 
ters affecting more than one Province, or 
foreign countries. In the present case, the 
matter was of a purely local character. 


Hon. Mr. FLINT agreed with the previ- 
ous speaker who had pointed out the most 
objectionable features of the Bill—that 
clause especially which taxed the lumber- 
ing interest, and referred to the injurious 
effect of the Bill passed in a previous ses- 
sion with respect to Belleville. 


Hon. Mr, TESSIER hoped that the Com- 
mittee to whom the Bill would be submit- 
ted, would thoroughly consider the pre- 
amble and see that it was proved before 
agreeing to its passage. He believed that 
all navigable rivers and harbors are public 
property, unless by some Act of Parlia- 
ment or by local charter, they ware placed 
ina different position. He believed that 
the hon. Postmaster General was, in the 
main, correct in the principle he laid down. 


In the case, however, even ofa harbor given 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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special rights by charter, it was subject to 
legislation by the Dominion for general 
purposes of trade. ; 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN agreed with the doc- 
trine laid down by the leader of the Gov- 
ernment, but was sorry that the hon. gen- 
tleman had not dealt more generally with 
the subject. He also added his regret that 
the proposition he (Mr. Allan) had made 
on the previous day—to refer the whole 
question to a Joint Committee, had not 
been entertained. 

Hon. Mr. SKEAD called attention also 
to the injustice of the provisions respect- 
ing tolls on the large quantity of timber 
that came down the Trent every season. 

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE said that he 
was certainly of opinion that there should 
be some definite rule laid down with re- 
spect to such matters, and expressed his 
surprise to see Bills concerning purely 
local harbours coming before the general 
Legislature, whereas in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces, they were invariably dealt with by 
the local Legislatures. It was quite cer- 
tain that if Parliament was to take charge 
of all harbours—large and small— much 
embarasment must ensue. In his opinion, 
the Local Legislature had the best means 
of informing themselves on such matters. 

Hon. Mr. CHURCHILL alluded to the 
peculiarities of different classes of har- 
bours, and questioned the propriety of the 


Parliament dealing with such matters as. 


that before the House. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON said that ever 
since Confederation had come into opera- 


tion Parliament had taken upon itself 


to legislate with respect to harbours, and 
considered it would be manifestly unfair 
to change the practice suddenly, without 
giving notice to all parties interested. 


Hon. Mr. W1ILMOT was of the opinion. 


that matters touching harbours should be 
within the jurisdiction of those who had 
some knowledge concerning them. 


After some further remarks from hon. 
gentlemen the motion was carried, and 
the Bill referred to the Committee on 
Standing Orders and Private Bills. 


RAILWAY BRIDGES. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill to exempt railway com- 
panies from building draw bridges over 
rivers in certain cases. The Bill proposed, 


he explained, when a chartered company | 
wished to cross a navigable rivers, notice 


should be given in the Gazette and 
local newspapers. The Governor in 
Council was, then, to consider and grant 
the application and to regulate the style 
of structure; but under ™ 


no circum- 


see 
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stances could they interfere with the 
navigation of a river. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN considerea the present 


_ measure less objectionable than the one 


introduced in the first instance, but never- 
theless he was strongly of opinion that 
navigable rivers should be protected. It 
was still objectionable to give the 
power in question to the Governor in 
Gouncil—he preferred leaving it in the 
hands of the Legislature. In this connec- 
tion he read from the Memorial of the 
Montreal Board of Trade (laid on the table 
on a former day), protestine against 
the previous Bill, and also referred to 
the opinions of persons in Ottawa and else- 
where, who were of the belief that it was 
unwise of the Legislature to abrogate 
their right of dealing with such matters. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER was in favor of the 
Bill, but thought two months notice 
should be given. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN thought other Com. 
panies beside Railway Corporations, might 
be included. 

Hon. Mr. SKEAD spoke of the necessity 
of carefully guarding the interests of a 
river like the Ottawa, where he expected 
to see a canal constructed in the course of 
time, notwithstanding the report of the 
Commissioners. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that it was 
explicitly laid down in the Bill that no- 
thing whatever should be done to inter- 
fere in any way with the navigation of a 
river. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN suggested the in- 


sertion of a provision to prevent interfer— 


ence with the floating of rafts—a very im- 
portant provision in the case of a river like 
the Ottawa. / 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the amend- 


ment might be very properly added in | 


Committee. 

After a few remarks from Hon. Mr. 
RYAN, and from Hon. Mr. CAMPBELLin 
explanation, 

The motion was carried, and the Bill re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 


ONTARIO BANK. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON moved second 
reading of the Bill (from the House of 
Commons) to amend the charter of the 
Qntario Bank. The object of the Bill is 
simply to explain an Act passed by Parlia- 
ment two sessions ago. 

The motion was carried, and the Bill re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking, Rail- 
ways and Commerce. 

The House then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuurspay, March 30, 187]. 


After routine, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER presented a 
statement of vessels chartered for the use 
of the Red River Expedition. 


MUNICIPAL FUND. 


Mr. LAPUM asked whether it is the in- 
tention of the Government to pay the 
Municipalities of the former Province of 
Upper Canada (now Ontario) the amounts 
due under the Municipalities Fund, irre- 
spective of the default of G. Reiffenstein, 
now imprisoned in the Penitentiary for 
having appropriated a portion of those 
monies ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
it was not the intention of the Government 
that any municipality should suffer through 
these frauds. 

Mr. RYAN moved for papers and reports 
having reference to the construction of 

| culverts on the Lachine Canal since last 
session—Carried. 


ORDERS IN COUNCLI. 


Mr. MILLS resolution declaring it ex 
pedient that Orders in Council, Depart- 
mental regulations and proclamations of a 
permanent character having the force of 
law be printed each year in the same 
manner as the Statutes of Canada. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER read a re- 
port from the Queen’s Printer showing 
they would cost, if printed separately, 
$5,720, and if bound up with the Statutes 
a saving of half the press-work would re- 
sult, making the cost probably from $2,500 
to $3,000. 

In answer to some remarks from the 
Opposition, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER recom. 
“mended haying the motion stand over 
until Monday, when the Government wou.d 
be prepared to state their views on the 
subject. 


REPORT_OF RED RIVER BXPEDITION. 


Mr, MACDONALD, of Glengarry, moved 
for the report of S. J. Dawson, Esq., on the 
Red River Expedition of 1870—Carried. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, in re ply to 
Hon. Mr. Holton, {said the Govern ment 
had given notice to customs officials that 
the repeal of duties on coal, coke, flour, 
wheat, &c., should take effect on April 1. 


INSOLVENT ACT. 


Mr. GODIN moved the House in Com- 
mittee on BillNo. 35—an Act to amend 
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the Insolvent Act of 1869, with which are 
combined the provisions of the Bill No. 20 
an Act to amend Section 2 of the Insol- 
vent Act of 1869, as amended by the Select 
Committee. 


Mr. MAGILL in the chair, the Bill was 
reported with an amendment, read a third 
time and passed. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) withdrew his 
Bill to annex the Village of Seaforth to the 
South Riding of the County of Huron, on 
receiving the assurance of the Govern- 
ment that no election would take place 
before the re-adjustment of constituencies 
resulting from the census. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following private and local Bills were 
read a second and third time and passed : 

An Act to incorporate the isolated Risk 
Fire Insurance Company, as amended by 
the Standing Committee on Banking and 
Commerce. 

An Act to incorporate the Kingston and 
Pembroke Railway Company, as amended 
by the Standing Committee on Railways, 
Canals and Telegraph Lines, 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Mr. JONES (Halifax) resumed the de- 
bate on the Bill to admit British Columbia 
into the Dominion. He moved that the 
following words be inserted after the 
word ‘purpose’? in the amendment: 
“The proposed engagement respecting 
the said Pacific Railway would in the 
opinion of this House press too heavily on 


the resources of the Dominion,’ He 
argued that the Government might 
well hesitate to enter into such 


engagements after the fears and doubts 
expressed by the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke and other fathers of the Confedera- 
tion. But, the Government would do well 
to hesitate if they desired to consummate 
the Union. There were other colonies to 
be added to the Dominion. Newfoundland 
and Prince Edward Island had yet to be 
brought in and it was not likely that they 
could be induced to join the Confederation 
under less advantageous terms than were 
now offered to the Pacific Colony. Hon. 
members opposite argued that if the Do- 
minion was not immediately extended 
to the ~— Pacific, the Western 
colony would be absorbed into 
into the American Union, but the hon. 
members were adopting the very measures 
which would promote that movement. Ihe 
strongest argument against annexation 
had always been that our taxes were light, 
that while the Americans hid a debt 
amounting to $60 per head, ours was not 
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quite $27 per head of our population. Let 
these engagements be entered into by the 
Dominion, which were now before: the 
House, and the result would be to leave 
us with a heavier debt in proportion toour 
resources than at present weigh down the 
American Union. The cause of our pros- 
perity hitherto, had been the contrast 
between the United States and the Domi- 
nion, but the Government proposed to 
reverse the present position of the two 
countries. While the Americans were pay- 
ing off their debt and reducing their taxes, 
Canada was about to incur liabilities too 
great for her to bear. He referred to the. 
immense charge which the construction of 
the Pacific railway would bring on the 
country. He asked the House to take a 
business view of this engagement, and ask 
themselves should the Dominion under- 
take it (hear, hear). This extravagant pro- 
posal was the natural sequence of the 
Finance Minister’s budget speech in which 
that hon. member had spoken of the 
advantages of a great national debt, and 
quoted from Macaulay in support of his 
view. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
not advocated the creation of a national 
debt, nor had he quoted from Macaulay in 
support of sucha view. He had merely 
quoted the passage referred to, to show 
how the great resources of England had 
enabled her to surmount the difficulties 
of a great national debt. (Applause.) 


Mr. JONES—Then why refer to it at all. 
If the Hon. Finance Minister had no in- 
tention to foreshadow the creation ofa 
great debt, why quote the passage? There 
was no doubt that the honourable gentle- 
man had that endin view, and the House 
should unite in opposing such a suicidal 
policy. 


Mr. BODWELL, in seconding the am- 
endment of the honourable member for 
Halifax, spoke at considerable length 
against incurring the heavy liabilities 
which the construction of a Pacific railway 
would cause. He denied that there was 
any danger that British Columbia would 
be annexed to the United States if it were 
not brought into the Confederation. Did 
honourable members opposite suppose 
that Great Britain would allow the Kepub- 
lic to absorb any portion of Her Majesty’s 
possessions without a struggle? If the 
cause was so weak that the Government 
were obliged to resort tosuch an argument 
in order to coerce their followers into vot- 
ing for this measure, it would be better 
to drop it altogether. Hequoted from the 


speech of the honourable member for 


Brome in the report of the Confederation 
debate to show how some of the advocates 
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of this measure had once been most bitter. 
ly opposed to Confederation, 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said it was most sur- 
prising, in looking back on the past history 
of Canada, to see what great things had 
been accomplished. The Government had 
been taunted time after time with not 
being sincere in the great work of building 
up a British power on this Continent, but 
they could turn to their record, and chal- 
lenge their opponents on the other side of 
the House, by what they had really done. 
Was it nothing that the Dominion already 
stretched from the Atlantic to the Rocky 
Mountains! And now the question was 
whether they should or whether they 
should not make what had once been 
considered a dream a living reality, by 
doing their utmost to weld the Provinces 
from one ocean to the other into one solid 
He was surprised at the course 
taken by some hon. gentlemen in the pre- 
sent debate, and especially at that taken 
by the hon. member for Sherbrooke, who 
had formerly taken the deepest interest in 
the question, and had spoken most ear- 
nestly in favour of the union now proposed ; 
and he was more than surprised at the 
course of the hon. member for Lambton, 
who, though a later convert to the benefits 
of Confederation, had, with his party, 
stated that he should set himself to assist 
to establish and consummate the work. 
But who now, after speaking so often of 
his zeal for union, placed on record 
a motion which, while admitting the 
Pacific Railway to be an “urgent political 
necessity,’ attempted to prevent the 
House from entering on the discussion of, 
and adopting the proposed terms of union. 
The member for Sherbrooke had dealt 
with the matter ona broader basis than had 
more recently been introduced into the 
debate, and, while admitting that he had 
no quarrel with the amount of subsidy to 
be granted to British Columbia, stated 
that he would have preferred the terms 
originally proposed by British Columbia to 
those now proposed by the Government. 
He was sure, however, that that prefer- 
ence would not be shared by the House 
or the country, ‘The original terms had 
provided the building of a coach road 
within three years of union, and that the 
railway also should be built as early as 
possible, with a specified expenditure of 
million a year. The member for Lamb- 
ton stated tlLat he had never contem- 
plated anything more than a road from 
Lake Superior, but of what benefit would 
sucha road as that be. He also told the 
House that he was opposed to locking up 
the lands of the country by handing them 
over to a company, but he (Mr. Morris) 
maintained that the course being pursued 
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by that hon. gentleman would lock up the ! 
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lands for ever. How could the lands be 
available for settlement and cultivation un- 
less facility of access was provided? The Illi. 
nois road, which had been used by the 
hon. gentleman as an illustration of the 
danger of locking up lands by handing 
them over to a Company, was a proof that 
the very reverse was the case, for the 
results of that road were that Illinois was 
peopled rapidly, and the lands, instead of 
being locked up, were almost entirely dis- 
posed of, for out of a grant of two and a 
half millions of acres, only half a million 
remained in the hands of the Company. 
He asked the House seriously the nature 
and character of the land proposed to be 
acquired. That land consisted of the 
United Province of British Columbia and 
Vancouver's Island, and no one, who under- 
stood the matter, could deny that the 
addition of that Province would increase 
enormously the wealth, the resources, and 
the prosperity of the Dominion, He had 
several extracts from works on the coun- 
try, showing its valuable nature and 


| character, and thought the member for 


Lambton was not justified in the remarks 
he had used to the effect of there being 
scarcely any arable land in the whole of 
British Columbia. 


Mr. MACKENZIE stated that what he 
had said was that after descending the 
slopes of the Rocky Mountains, the country 
was the roughest on the continent. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS thought the con- 
struction he had put on the hon. mem- 
ber’s remarks was not very far wrong, but 
he could state on the undisputable auth- 
ority of Mr. Trutch, the Surveyor General 
of British Columbia, that taking the whole 
of British Columbia and Vancouvers Island 


fully one third, or about 50,000,- 
000 of acres was good farming land, while 
the whole acreage of Ontario 
was 77,000,000 acres. It ap- 


peared to him that throughout the whole 
debate a strange fallacy hid existed. The 
Railway had been spoken of as a mere 
bargain to induce British Columbia to enter 
the Union, whereas that work was of 
more importance to Canada than it was to 
British Columbia, for, having already ac 


' quired the great North West they were 


compelled by force of circumstances to go 
forward and render it a valuable acquisi- 
tion, and he was convinced that if the 
House turned its back on British Colum- 
bia by adopting the amendment of the 
member for Lambton, it would do a griev- 
ous injury to the cause of Confederation 
which might prove irreparable. The pre- 
sent position of Canada was analogous to 
that of the States some years ago, when that 
country, recognizing the importance and 
necessity of communication from one side 
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of its territory to the other, both as a bond 
of union between the people of the east 
and west, and as a means of securing the 
vast trade between Europe and Asia, had 
taken steps which ina short time would 
result in three different lines from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, and the reasons 
that had urged America should be equally 
powerful with Canada, and he believed the 
Canadian line could be constructed in a 
satisfactory manner, by means of the pro- 
posed Jand grant without in the least de- 
gree overburdening ‘the people. The 
House in the course of the. debate, 
had rung with cries that adebt ot a hun- 
dred million dollars was being incurred, 
but the speakers knew well that by means 
of the land, the line could be constructed 
without any approach to a burden that the 
people could not bear, and no Ministry 
would ever dare to propose to incur such 
a debt as had been spoken of in this case. 
The Northern Pacific was being construct- 
ed on a land grant only, and couldit be 
doubted therefore, that Canada, with bet- 
ter lands and fewer difficulties, would be 
able to devise such a scheme as would at- 
tract foreign capital, as the Americans 
had done. The House must be aware that 
before a dollar could be expended or an 
acre of land granted, a scheme would have 


to be submitted to and en- 
dorsed by the House, and _ there- 
fore the whole matter would be 


within the control of Parliament.. The 
question was whether or not British Col- 
umbia should be invited to join the Union, 
and whether or not the railway should be 
constructed, and he believed that when 
the Union should be accomplished and re- 
presentatives from British Columbia 
should sit in that House, there would be 
no doubt of the railway being proceeded 
with as rapidly as the resources of the 
country would admit. He had every confi- 
dence not only that the House would en- 
dorse the proposition of the Government, 
but that it would be approved by the peo- 
ple of the country also, and it would be a 
bright day for the Dominion when the 
first sod was cut on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, and in time to come many of his 
friends opposite, who were really desirous 
of consummating Confederation, though 
they might now oppose this scheme, would 
rejoice that the Government had not been 
deterred from following out the work, but 
had persevered in their determination to 
carry forward the work of union with the 
Pacific colonies. (The hon. gentleman 
took his seat amid much cheering). 

Hon, Sir A. T. GALT would not again 
have spoken but for the allusions made to 
him, but under the circumstances he felt 
bound to express his views on the impor- 
tant question before the House. Referring 
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to the remarks of the Mmuster of inland 
Revenue he (Sir A. T. Galt) considered that 
the course he was pursuing would tend 
much more to build up Confederation on 
a sound basis than that pursued by the 
Government, and that a policy of prudence 
and foresight was more necessary for the 
future progress of the Dominion than the 
unwise incurring of the obligations now 
proposed could possibly be. They should 
not lose sight of the real interests of the 
country in rushing forward in the path, 
which, though all might desire to follow it 
ultimately, if too hastily followed would 
defeat the very object desired to be ob- 
tained. As to the coach road proposed by 
British Columbia, involving a.useless ex- 
penditure of money, he maintained that 
the necessities of the railway would re- 
quire the construction of such a road so 
that it would have to be made in any case. 
As to the railway, the people of British 
Columbia had only asked for an expendi- 
ture of a million yearly, and even if that 
were continued in perpetuity it could not 
represent more than twenty millions, 
Those people had never presumed to de- 
mand that the line should be completed 
within a given time, and the proof that they 
had not done ‘so had been shown by the 
Minister of Inland Revenue himself, who 
had argued that it was Canada that wanted 
the railway and not British Columbia. 


Hon, Mr. MORRIS stated that what he 
had said was that, throughout the discus- 
sion, the matterof the railway had been 
deliberately treated as if the whole bene- 
fits were to accrue to British Columbia, 
whereas Canada also had an equal interest 
in the work, 


Hon. Sir A. IT’. GALT said he could not 
admit the statement that if the Govern- 
ment’s resolutions were carried, Parlia- 
ment would stillretain the control of the 
matter, ‘The details of the measure might 
come before them, but the obligation 
would remain that the work must be car- 
ried through coute qui coute, Five years 
ago, it had been decided that the Interco- 
lonial Railway could not be undertaken 
without an Imperial guarantee ; five years 
ago, the Province of Canada had to take a 
portion of the circulation of the country 
to meet her floating debt ; two years ago, 
the Government had to borrow $2,500,000 
from the Bank of Montreal, to enable them 
to say that the money borrowed for the 
Intercolonial was still within their control, 
and only one year ago, the Finance Min- 
ister had to ask an increase of five per cent. 
on all duties to provide against a possible 
deficiency of revenue, but yet, when it 
now fortunately happened that we had a 
surplus, it seemed to be believed that this 
state of things must continue, and that it 
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if they really desired union, would be quite 
satisfied that the Dominion would con- 
struct a railway as rapidly as her resources 
would admit, and would not ask for any 
He hoped and believed the House 


member for Lambton. 
It being six o’clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. OLIVER resumed the 
admitted into the Union on the same 
terms as the other Provinces. It was 
manifestly unfair to give $100,000 per 
year for lands which had not yet been 
proved to be worth anything. The assump- 
tion of these lands by the Dominion, would 
entail additional expense on the general 
Government. It would be much better to 
leave them inthe hands of the local Goy- 
ernment who could manage them better 
than the Administration at Ottawa. He 
was opposed to giving large grants of 
land to any Company. If the free grant 
system were to be followed in settling the 
North West, it would never do to give the 
best of the land to a Railway Company. 
Me would support the amendment. 


Mr. MAGILL was in favor of bringing all 
British North America into the Union, but 
on terms’ equitable and fair to all the Pro- 
vinces. The terms proposed by the Gov- 
ernment were not of that nature, and if 
the measure were carried, it would have 
the effect of driving immigration from our 
shores. It was proposed to sap the very 
foundations of the constitution which had 
been framed with such care and at such 
acost. It was too much to expect this 
colony with its 13,000 of a population to 
override our constitution and create dis- 
gensions in this Dominion with its four 
millions of people. He protested against 
the position in which the Government 
had placed the House by bringing down 
this measure, framed by themselves, with- 
out having had the opinion of this House 
or of the people of this Dominion on the 
subject, and said that it should not be 
altered in any degree. It was unfair, and 
he, for one, should record his vote against 
it (hear, hear). 

Mr. COLBY believed that the hon. 
member for Lambton expressed the opin- 
ion of the whole country when he said that 
it was desirable to bring British Columbia 
into the Union, that it was expedient to 
prosecute the construction of the Pacific 
Railway and to commence and push it 
through as soon as the financial condition 
of the country would permit it. That 
was exactly the policy announced by the 
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_ He thought the people of British Columbia, 
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‘hey brought down no 
cast-iron treaty. Noone supposed that if 
they failed to complete the railway within 
the ten years they would be guilty of a 
breach of faith. They proposed to do their 
best to complete it within that period 
(cheers). All the opposition which had 
been offered to this measure now before 
the House, had been presented in exactly 
the same manner as the opponents to Con- 


| federation had fought against the Union 


in the’past. He would not be surprised if 
the people of British Columbia should fail 
to obtain this union with Canada, if they 
looked to the United States for the intro- 
duction of capital to open up their country 
(cheers). . 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said this was a mat- 


ter of too. great importance to be 
made a party question. He hoped 
every member would look upon 


it in a purely practical light, and op- 
pose it as a Utopian measure brought in 
by the visionaries who were hurrying the 
country toruin (ironical cheers). Looking 
at the measure on its merits there was 
something objectionable in every one of 
the clauses. He disapproved of the un. 
fair Parliamentary representation, giving 
six members to 13,000 people ; to pension- 
ing Officers, and to the payment of $100,- 
000 per annum to sustain a corrupt and 
extravagant Government, given, too, under 
the pretence that it was rent for public 
lands. Let the House know all the mean- 
ing of these terms. The Government of 
the Dominion were to undertake the con- 
struction and completion, under any con- 
tingency, of a Pacific railway within ten 
years after the date of the union. Why 
could not the Government come forward 
honestly and frankly and tell the truth, 
that they knew it would lay a heavy bur- 
den onthe Dominion to carry out this 
engagement ? But no, each member 
of the Government tried to make light of 
the difficulties to be encountered in the 
construction of this road: The Red River 
expedition, in their march to Fort Garry, 
had given evidence as to the nature of the: 
country between the head of Lake Superi- 
or and Red River, and they had proved it 
to be of the most sterile character. 
It was proved to be, for 
hundreds of miles, a wilderness 
of rock, swamp and lake, quite uninhabit- 
able, and presenting the greatest difficul- 
ties to the construction of a railway. At 
the Rocky Mountains, fresh difficulties 
were to be met, and the British Colonist, a 
paper published at Victoria, V.I., favora- 
ble to Confederation, spoke of the route 
through which it was proposed to run the 
railway, as a ‘sea of mountains.”’ If this 
account were correct, it would be difficult 
to find those vast tracts of fertile country 
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spoken of by hon. members opposite, and 
it could be no easy matter to run a railway 
through it. With this much known, this 
House should be enabled to understand 
how much of a burden they were expected 
to bear. before they were asked to vote 
for this measure. He spoke of the 
resources of the United States as very 
superior to those of Canada. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—We have 
more in proportion than they have. You 
may defend the American system, we are 
opposed to it. 


Mr. ANGLIN said that the proposed 
debt would take away Oanada’s only 
advantage over the States, and the policy 
of the Government was breaking down all 
barriers and would ultimately tend to 
annexation. He condemned the proposed 
expenditure as enormous, and pointed out 
how a proposition to incur an amount in 
England equal,in proportion to her wealth, 
would be received, and said it could not 
be supposed that the amount could be 
paid without a greatly increased 
taxation. He spoke of the 
present surplus revenue as very excep- 
tional, and spoke of the difficulties 
and deficiencies of former years, and said 


that the Minister of Finance himself un- ‘ 


derstood.that in the proposals now before 
the House, a debt of $100,000,000 was in- 
curred, under which the Dominion would 
stagger. In addition to this amount for 
cost of construction there would be the 
working expenses to add to the burden, 
and the result would be as described the 
previous night by the member for Went- 
worth. Where was the amount to be ob- 
tained? It could not be obtained, and 
the obligation was only to be incurred be. 
cause some few thousands of people on 
the Pacific coast were discontented and 
would otherwise seek annexation to the 
United States. The statement that the 
cost incurred would only amount to a 
million and a quarter, could not be be- 
lieved by a single member of the House. 
They would pledge themselves to construct 
the line in ten years, and who could say that 
the country would not have to pay every 
dollar. A company had been spoken of, 
but where was the company? How could 
any company raise seventy-five millions of 
dollars on fifty million acres of barren 
waste land, and the Government only 
played with the House and imposed on the 
credulity of their supporters in saying the 
work would be done by arailway. The 
question should be viewed calmly and dis. 
“passionately and not asa party question, 
as the Minister of Militia had tried to 
make it. The Minister of  Cus- 
toms had imagined a teeming and pros- 
perous population in British Columbia and 
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the North West, but were they to base their 
vote on baseless imaginings. Where was 
this population to come from? When it 
was well known that the population of 
British Columbia had materially decreased 
of late years! It could only be explained 
by the fact that the country was not in- 
viting to settlers. It was hard to per- 
suade settlers tocome even to Ontario and 
the other parts of the Dominion, and how 
could it be supposed that a larger immigra- 
tion could be dire ‘«.’ to these new colonies. 
The House had ' een told that it was 
bound to construct the railway to the 
Rocky Mountains, but he would like te 
know how, when and where that obliga- 
tion was incurred ;—they were bound to 
do nothing of the kind unless the finances 
of the country fully justified it. It had 
also been stated that although they incur- 
ed the obligation, they would not be com- 
pelled to carry it out unless they chose. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he had stated 
that the House was not to be led away, 
but was to remember that any scheme for 
carrying out the work would have to be 
submitted to it, and that it would contro} 
the whole matter, and those were the 
facts. 


Mr. ANGLIN resumed that if the repre- 
sentative of British Columbia honestly 
considered the interests of his people he 
would repudiate the whole Government 
scheme. Let not the members believe the 
statement of any Minister, but let them 
read the words of the Resolutions them- 
selves, and judge what a burden they in- 
volved, and he believed that if every 
duty and tax was doubled the expenditure 
could not be met, but when the debt and 
taxation was then increased the way to an- 
nexation would well be opened, and he 
stood there to do what he could to save 
the country from that fate, and from the 
irresistable ruin that would ensue from 
this scheme. He implored the House to 
ignore party and think of the country. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS had been 
anxious before speaking to hear the views 
of others. He had listened with greut abt- 
tention to the gentleman who had pre- 
ceded him, and there could only be one 
opinion that the whole tone of his remarks 
showed opposition to the acquisition to 
British Columbia, and opposition to the 
construction of arailway, and the coalition 
that had taken place on the opposite side 
shewed only opposition to the cause of 
union with the Pacific colonies. He would 
ask members on both sides to consider the 
position of the Government, and he assum- 
ed they were all in favor of Confederation. 
He desired to call particular attention to 
the fact that all proceedings were of the 
character of negociations between two par- 
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ing an object on which both were agreed. 
The Government entered into the negoci- 
ations, and with one or two exceptions the 
whole House seemed in favor of Union 
with British Columbia and of the cons- 
truction of the railway. He was surprised, 
however, to hear the member for Glouces- 


ter cheered by the gentleman round him | 


when speaking of ignoring the whole 
population except the whites. The remain- 
der of the population contributed most 
largely to the revenue, and he could 
speak from experience that the Chinese 
were an exceedingly valuable class as a 
duty paying people. 
hon. gentlemen had dwindled down 


entirely to the matter of the railroad. The. 


proposition made, was that the railway was 


an absolute necessity, and that Canada | 


should use every exertion to construct it 
at as early a date as possible. In the 


negotiations that took place, it was found | 


impossible that Canada could undertake to 
commence this railway and make a stated 
payment annually, and it had never been 
understood that the Government them- 
selves should undertake the work, but 
that it should be done by means of Com- 
panies with a land grant and money grant. 
Every calculation had been based on that 
understanding. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Give us the calcula- 
tions. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—It was not neces. 
sary to give minute details, and he had al: 
ready given a rough estimate based on 
statements of the most eminent engineers, 
Hon, gentlemen had admitted the neces- 
sity of the railway, but that had not been 
the tone of the member for Gloucester. 
His views were widely different fiom those 
ofthe representatives of Ontario. During 
the course of the discussion, he could not 
help thinking of the important proceed 
ings at Washington, and thinking of those 


and of the important negociations 
with the delegates from British 
Columbia, he was surprised at the 


cavilling on small matters which had 
taken place. The member for Gloucester 
seemed entirely opposed to the railway, 
but that .was not the view ot the member 
for Sherbrooke, who was well known as a 
promoter of such a railway, and a believer 
in its practicability. The Government 
scheme was a moditication of the proposi- 
tions of British Columbia, and although 
they would not undertake a stated annual 
expenditure, they fully admitted the ne. 
cessity of the construction of the rail- 
way. : 

Mr. SCATCHERD azked whether if the 
land would not build the road, the road 
would not be built. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said no, he 
had already stated that it was estimated 
that the Dominion would have to pay 
about a million and a quarter a year, but 
1t was well understood that if insur- 
mountable difficulties arose, the Govern- 
ment could not be supposed. to proceed 
to anything ruinous. But it was necessary . 
to satisfy British Columbia that Canada 
was in earnest in going on with the work, 
and therefore a time was specified. Ne 
one had answered the argument that the 
railway was not entirely 3 bargain with 
British Columbia, for if that colony had 
not consented to join the Union, would 
not a railway to the Rocky Mountains still 
have been a necessity. The negotiations 
had necessarily to assume the shape of a 
Treaty, and in all such matters concess- 
sions had to be made on both sides. The 
delegates themselves had been of differ. 
ent opinions, and the result of the con- 
ferences that had taken place, was em- 
bodied 1n the resolutions before the House, 
and no amendments could be made with- 
out throwing open the whole question. 
These were questions on which the people 
of British Columbia dissented from the 
terms now settled, and any amendment 
would reepen the whole matter. The 
matter must be dealt with and accepted 
or rejected as a whole. Very many more 
forebodings had been expressed as te the 
financial result of the propositions. The 
debt of Canada was about $20 a head and 
that of America $60 a head, and yet they 
could undertake three different lines of 
road, and he did not. think 
Canada need have any fear on the matter. 
As to the debt of $100,000,000 Govern- 
ment had no intention of incurring any- 
thing of the:sort- Ofcourse the Govern- 
ment undertook the work in ten years, but 
if after doing everything to carry out the 


‘engagement in good faith, it should be 


found that untoward circumstances should 
prevent: the completion of the work, could 
it be supposed that Canada would be re- 
quired to proceed to her own serious dis- 
advantage, even if the work might be de- 
layed for some years. He referred to the 
strictures of the member for Wentworth 
as to the Municipal Loan Fund, and shewed 
that the measure he had proposed had 
been most generally supported, and yet 
he was charged individually with the whole 
matter. Ali that had been done however, 
was to enable municipalities to borrow 
money in their own discretion. Hespoke 
of what the member for South Oxford had 
said, as to his departure from, and return 
to Canada, explaining the circumstances 
that had led to his doing so, denying all 
charge of inconsistency. He then contin- 
ued, they had either to spurn or accept 
British Columbia, and the result of the 
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amendment, if carried, would be to do 
away with all hope of bringing British 
Columbia into the Union. 


Mr. WORKMAN (Montreal) deprecated 
any party feelings in the discussion, the 
question being one of the utmost impor- 
tance to the future of the country. He 
regretted very much that he would have 
to dissent from the Government scheme, 
which appeared calculated to damage the 
country. He was friendly to the comple- 
tion of Confederation, notwithstanding. 
It was his opinicn that this railroad would 
involve Canada in an’ expenditure of at 
least fifty millions. ‘The cost of this work, 
the great difficulties natural and others in 
its way were’ reasons for our 
carefully considering this scheme 
and its consequences before rashly em- 
barking in it. He ridiculed the spread- 
eagle anticipations and flourishes indulged 
in respecting this railway, and particularly 
the notion that the trade of China and 
Japan could be attracted over North 
America by this trans-continental road. 
Any merchant or intelligent man knew 
that the products of the East would be 
damaged by railway carriage, and that the 
shipping presented the best means of 
transportation. It was all nonsense to at- 
tribute to Confederation the credit for the 
present prosperity of the country (hear, 
hear). As to the expectations connected 
with the Intercolonial, he believed from 
reliable information that it would be a 
source of expense, trouble and anxiety to 
us. But at any rate let us see howit 
worked before entering upon another and 
longer railway. It was bad enough to 
have one elephant on our shoulders with- 
out a second (laughter and cheers). In 
the name of his constituents and of the 
trade and commerce of the country he 
protested against this scheme, which 
made him tremble for it; and it was be- 
cause he thought it would be ruinous to 
the Dominion that he would vote against 
these resolutions (cheers). 


Hon. Mr, MACDOUGALUL said that al- 
though the debate had extended over 
three days there were two or three points 
to which no reference had yet been made, 
to which he felt it his duty to draw atten- 
tion. He believed that a very large ma- 
jority of the members of this House were 
desirous of seeing British Columbia united 
to the Daminion. Some twenty years ago, 
when he first entered into public life as a 


journalist, he had placed on his political | 


platform as one of its most prominent 
planks Union of the British North American 
Provinces, In 1859 he was present at the 
Reform Convention in Toronto when the. 
political condition of the eountry was dis- 
cussed, and on that occasion he moved a 


Mr. Scatcherd., 
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resolution which embodied the principle 
on which this great scheme was founded. 
It received the assent of a majority of that 
assembly, and ever since then he had been 
endeavouring to the best of his ability to 
promote and advance this great measure. 
Along with hon, members opposite, it had 
been his good fortune, to help to push for- 
ward Confederation, and he now accused 
them of having failed in the performance 
of their duty in. the final accomplishment 
of the work. He said so boldly, looking 
at it from no political or party stand point, 
and feeling no desire, as might be the case 
with some hon. members of the Opposition, 
to see the Government displaced from their 
seats at the present moment if they would 
only do their duty, Taking an impartial 
view of the case, he must charge them 
with having struck a fatal blow at the great 
measure with which for the last few years 
they had been connected, and for the 
success of which they were pledged to 
this House and responsible to the country. 
They propose, in order to induce, as they 
alleged, British Columbia to enter the 


Union, to load the Dominion with a debt 


double that under which the country now 
suffered, under which, at all events, it 
now labored. For the purpose of accom- 
plishing this Union, no such sacrifice, no 
such burden, no such evil consequences 
were at all necessary. He failed to hear 
any decent reason why this Government 
should, without the anthority of Parlia- 
ment and without submitting the proposi- 
tion in any form for public discussion, 
spring it on the House as they had done, 
Under the constitution, no such authority 
was delegated to the Government. No 
authority was given them, of their own 
motion, to enter into, and finally conclude, 
negociations which, as the House was told, 
must be accepted without qualification or 
amendment. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY—What did you do at 
the Quebec conference ? 


Hon, Mr. MACDOUGALL had expected 
to hear this question asked, but he would 
tell the hon. member that this was an 
entirely different case. The Quebec con. 
ference was a body of gentlemen assem- 
bled together to discuss the propriety of 
passing the law which regulated this very 
matter. The terms of that law were pub- 
licly discussed in the Press and in the. 
various existing legislative bodies of the sey- 
eral Provinces. 


last moment in England to meet the diffi- 
culties developed by these discussions, 


These circumstances were altogether dif- 


ferent frem those which surround the pre- 
sent case. 


It was agreed to by them, | 
and alterations were made in accordance 
with expressions of opinion at the very. 


In the Union Act were the 


; 
: 
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_tpsissima verba which show how the Union 


-Teasonable or impracticable, 


British 


of the other colonies is to be consummat- 
ed. The Constitutional Act points out the 
parties who are to negociate. It declares 


_ that. the members of this House are one 


body, and the members of the other 

House another body, who are to settle its 

terms. ef 
Hon. Sir GEO, CARTIER said the pro. 


~ per way to bring in the colony was through 


the Government of the day. It. involved 
a pecuniary expenditure, and could not 
emanate from any other source. 


~ Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the pro- 
position which had been under debate for 
the last three days was not subject to the 
ordinary rule. The Government had taken 
every precaution to tell the Howse 
that this measure was in the nature of a 
treaty, that not one of its details could be 
altered, and that it must be accepted as it 
was submitted to the House. Now, the 
meaning of the constitution was very dif: 
ferent. It was only after full considera- 
tion'in this Parliament that the “measure 
should be accepted. Of what use was this 
debate at all, if the measure must be 
adopted without amendment [cheers]. 
He would remind the House, that British 
Columbia was a Crown colony, with a popu- 
lation principally of miners and adyentur- 
ers, and a very small number of perma. 


nent settlers. It was so at the 
time of Confederation, possibly: 
the population was larger then. There 


was no popular representation at that 
time. This position did not fail to strile 
the attention of the Conference. It was 
the policy of the Imperial Government, 
and the four Provinces to complete the 
Union ofall British America as.soon as pos: 
sible, He with others at the Counterence 
had contended that it was the duty of the 
Imperial Government to bring pressure to 
bear on its own officers of British Colum. 
bia to submit to reasonable terms in order 
to secure Union with Canada. The small 
number of the inhabitants did not justify 
the admission of a colony on more fayour- 
able terms than those offered to the older 
and more populous Atlantic Provinces. 
The circumstances were entirely different 
and it was absurd to say that the future 
destiny of that country was in the hands of 
a few adventurers who were mining there. 
Since Confederation was agreed upon, the 
Imperial Government has put it out of 


_ their power to use that effective influence 
they might have used to secure proper 


terms and compel their acceptance by the 
Government and people of that colony. 
He did not believe there was any desire 


On the part of the majority of the people 


of British Columbia to make demands un. 
What right 
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had they in discussing terms with Canada 

to stipulate for coustruction of public: 
works inside their own territory in the 
North West territories or in Ontario? He 
did not believe the people of thatj Colony 
ever expected that privilege or would have 
insisted on this railway.on the present 
conditions. The railway would have three 

sections, differing as to character of coun- 

try, quality of the land and other features. 
We know that no person would settle along 
the Ontario end ofthe line stretching to & 
distance of a thousand miles between the 
Ottawa valley and the Lake of the Woods, 
for it presented no agricultural or trading 
advantages to attract settlers. The middle. 
sections consisted of good land, but had 
too sparce a population to aftord a business 
for a railway for many years to come. 
Through and beyond tho Rocky Mountains 
the country was of a nature most difficult. 
for a railway and most discouraging as 
regards the prospects of settlement and 
traffic. 1t was absurd and unreasoneable- 
then for us torush into a vast expendi- 

ture for a work of this kind without accu- 
rate knowledge of the country, without 

surveys, without any means of enabling us 
to form a reliable estimate as to its cost. 
Did the Government, then, in the absence 
ofany knewledge, that capitalists would 
undertake this road, contemplate 
the .construction of the line them- 
selves? Or did they really intend to 
delay the completion of the road if serious 
difficulties arose, notwithstanding the 
pledge and promise now offered British 
Columbia? If that was the intention of the 

Government, why not say so frankly and 
honestly? All, he thought, that should 

be promised or undertaken at present was 

the construction of a telegraph and coach 

road, or at the utmost, of a railway from 

Pembina to the Rocky Mountains. In a 
short time the American road from the 

borders of Ontario to Pembina would be 
completed, and be as accessible and ser- 
viceable to our people as to themselves. 

Besides the Government of Canada would 
shortly establish a mixed land and water 
communication from Lake Superior to Fort 
Garry, which would provide all the facilities 
we needed for the present, perhaps for 
years. Hesawno difficulty, whatever, in 

making use of the American road to reach 
Fort Garry and the Rocky Mountains. 

By giving liberal land grants to a com- 
pany, and retaining alternate sections of 
land we might secure a railway across the 
plains and promote the rapid settlement 
of the fertile belt. Beyond that a good 
serviceable post road could be opened to 
the Pacific coast, realizing all the people 
of that colony some short time ago 
solicited, and accomplishing all the trade 
and interest of the Dominion, generally, 
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required. 
to see this Confederation completed; but 
denied he was therefore bound to accept 
every absurd, extravagant scheme pro- 
posed professedly with that object, and 
not shown to be either necessary or 
practicable, Was he to be blamed for 
hesitating to agree to every wild proposi 
tion of this kind? If we assented to this 
proposition we should weigh down the Do- 


minion to a position which would not only ! 


excite dissatisfaction among her own in- 


habitants, but destroy all confidence in | 
of 


our future among the _ people 
other nations (cheers). With  re- 
spect to the political arrangements 


he considered that the representatives | 


for sosmalla number of people was a 


violation of the principles laid down in the | 


Union Act, but the evil would be cured 
in a few years so that the matter was not of 
serious consequence. The Manitoba meas- 
ure had been passed under peculiar cir- 
cumstances and was no precedent to 
sanction the present violation of the fun- 
damental principles. of the constitution, 
but, as he had said, the evil would be 
temporary, and might be conceded to 
British Columbia. The same might be 
said of the money grant, which, though 
_ based on alarger population than really 
existed, did not forma serious objection, 
for it had always been understood that 
the small Provinces should be enabled to 
carry on their Government and local works 


and he would be quite. ready to vote | 


directly a sufficient sum to enable British 
Columbia to meet hef expenses. 
While, however, the matter of the railway 


stood on its present basis he had no hesi- | 


tation in opposing the Government scheme, 


although he yielded to no one in his desire , 


to complete Confederation. He was as- 
tonished that Government should have at- 
tempted to impose the condition that no 
alteration should be made, for:the Act of 
Union gave'to the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment andto noother body the right to 
make any amendment they might deem 
expedient, and while the Legislative 
Councilof British Columbia had discussed 
every detail of the scheme, he contended 
that the same right belonged to the people 
and Parliament of this Dominion (cheers). 

Mr. BEATY had received no intima- 
tion from his constituents to oppose the 
Government scheme, and he believed the 
general impression in Ontario was that 
Confederation could not be completed 
without British Columbia. He had every 
confidence in the Ministry both in legis- 
lating for the present and future, and he 
believed the interests of the. country 
would be well cared for by them. In the mat- 
ter of Manitoba the people of Ontario had 
been warned against the narrow minded 


Hon. Mr. Macdougall. 
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every liberty they possessed, civil and 
religious, they were mainly indebted to 
the representatives of Lower Canada. If 
the present scheme carried and the railway 
was constructed successfully, as he beliey- 
ed it would be, the honor would belong to 
the Minister of Militia and his noble band 
of reformers. The matter had been fully 
discussed, and what was the policy—well, 
his idea was that the policy was whether 
the gentlemen of the Opposition should 
be allowed to sit on the Government 
benches. That was their policy, and they 
did not care whether the North West was 
developed or not. The Government now 
proposed, however, a scheme of opening 
up the country and numbers of immigrants 
would come in, instead of leaving for the 
States as at present, and before many 
years elapsed, thousands of immigrants 
would be attracted if the Government 
were allowed to carry out their plans of 
development. He looked forward toa 
great future for Canada on these grounds, 
and having every confidence in the resolu- 
tions he should support them, and if he 
did otherwise he would think he had de- 
graded himself. (Cheers.) 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the question 
had two aspects, the political and the 
financial, the latter, however, was much 
the most important and he had listened 
to the Government statements on that 
head in hope of being able to vote for the 
resolutions, but the Minister of Finance | 
had been able to give no favorable state- 
ment. Le took great care not to give 
any details, and beyond the assertion that \ 
a cost of $100,000,000 would be practicable, | 
they had heard nothing. The American; 
lines had been cited as examples but it had’ 
not been stated that in addition to the land 
grants an enormous amount of money had 
also been granted. The Minister of Fi- 
nance ought to be able to state definitely 
the amount involved so that the House 
might not have to make a blind vote, and 
he regretted the humiliating proposal of 
the Minister of Inland Revenue, that after 
the pledge had been given it might after- 
wards be retracted, He spoke of the 
heavy obligations the Dominion already 
sustained, and maintained that the Union 


Act provided that the canal system ought — 


to have been completed before any other 
responsibilities were incurred. 

Hon. Mr, TILLEY read the resolution 
at Quebec to show that. the North West _ 


question was to be an express object of — 


Confederation. . 


Hon. Mr, DORION said that matter had 


already been attained. He had never 
had, and had not now, any faith in 
Confederation, but he had felt in duty — 
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_bound not to oppose it, but if he were 
post anxious for the downfall of Confed- 

ration, he could desire for nothing more 
than the present scheme to attain that ob 
ject. Reverting to the Canal improvement, 
_ he considered it unjust that the credit of 
__. the country should be pledged to this im- 
_ mense extent before that canal improve- 
ment was completed. He quoted from a 
_ report of Mr. Fleming, characterising the 
_ Pacific Railway as a commercial absurdity 
and that the maintenance of such a line 
_ would cost eight millions annually, and in 
_ fact that it was altogether impracticable, 
_ and stating that a macadamized road to the 
4 Rocky Mountains would require seventeen 
i 


British 


years for construction, and yet hon. gen- 
tlemen opposite presumed to say that this 
gigantic work could be commenced and 


completed within ten years. What greater. 


_ absurdity could be uttered in any intelli- 
_ gent Assembly? If Confederation must 
_ be had in some direction _ better 
have it with the 150,000 of Newfoundland 
and the 100,000 of Prince Edward’s Island 
_ than with the 10,000 of British Columbia, 
_ while the inhabitants in one case were set- 
_ tiled, and in the other mere roving adven- 

turers. He did not admit the necessity of 

a Canadian Pacific line, but thought the 


_ American lines’ should be _ used, 
| and expend the money rather 
pi opening up _ the North 


in 
West by roads. He thought the four mil. 
lions of people inhabiting the basin of the 
St. Lawrence were entitled to greater con- 
sideration than the small population of 
British Columbia, and if this large expen. 
diture were to be incurred rather let it be 
used in enlarging the canals and so secur- 
ing the great trade of the West. 


‘The members were called in at one. 


_ o’vlock and the amendmen} of Mr. Jones, 
. of Halifax, was put with the following re- 
sult: Yeas, 63; Nays, 98. 


YEAS—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
‘well, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Brousseau, Bur- 
pee, Carmichael, Cartwright, Cheval, Chipman, 
Cimon, Coupal, Delorme, Dorion, Drew, Ferris 
Fortier, Fournier, Galt (Sir Alexander T.) Geofi- 
rion, Godin, Holton, Joly, Jones (Halifax), Jones, 
(Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, Killam, MacDon- 
ald [Glengarry], Macl'arlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McDougall (Lanark), McDougall (Renfrew), Mc- 
Monies, Metcalf, Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.), 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Reda- 
ford, Rows (Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington, C. 
R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, Smith, [Westmoreland], 
Snider; Stirton, Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wells, White (Holton), Whitehead, 
Wood, Workman, Wright [York, Ontario, W. R.], 
and Young—63. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Be- 
noit, Blanchet, Bowell, now brown, Burton, 
Cameron (Huron), Cameron (Inverness) Camp- 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier (Sir George E.), Cay- 

ley, Chauveau, Coffin, Colby, Costigan, Ci aw for d 
. {Brockville}, Crawford EE ade Currier, Daoust, 
' Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gau- 
_ cher,Gaudet,Gendron, Gibbs,Grant, Gi Shoe 
_ Hagar, Heath, Hincks (Sir Francis), Holmes, 


59 
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Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler,, Kirkpatrick, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois Lapum, Lawson, 
Little, McDonald [Antigonish], McDonald [Lu- 
sy McDonald [Middlesex , Masson [Sou- 
langes] Masson [Terrebonne], icCallum, Me- 
Conkey, McDougall [Three Rivers], McGreevy, 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, 
Morison, [Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, Perry, 
Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross [Champlain], Ross (Dundas), Ryan, [Mon- 
treal West], Savary, Scriver, Simard Simpson, 
Smith [Selkirk], Stephenson, Street, Thompson 
Haldimand), Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh 
Webb, White [East Hastings), Wilson, and 
Wright [Ottawa County]—98. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) had ever been de- 
sirous of uniting the Provinces into one 
compact body, but the scheme was not 
perfected, and he thought the amendment 
he was about to move would open the way 
for a better settlement than that proposed 
in the resolutions before the House. He 
felt the country did not properly 
understand the question and thought 
every one should be able to communicate 
with his constituents. He proposed in 
amendment that, in the opinion of this 
House the further consideration of the 
question be postponed for the present 
session of Parliament in order that greater 
and more careful consideration may be 
given to a question of such magnitude and 
importance to the people of this Do- 
minion. 

The vote on this amendment was as fol- 
lows: Yeas, 75; Nays, 85. 


YEAS—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Brousseau, Brown, 
Burpee, Cameron (Huron), Cameron (Inverness), 
Carmichael, Cartwright, Cheval, Chipman, Gij- 
mon, Coffin, Coupal, Delorme, Dorion, Drew, 
Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Galt (Sir Alexander 
T’.), Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar, Holton, Joly, Jones, 
een Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, 

Ciliam, Little, Macdonald, [Glengarry] Macken- 
zie, Magill; McCallum, McConkey, McDougall, 
[Lanark] McDougall [Renfrew], McMonies, Met- 
calfe, Mills, Morrison [Victoria, O.], Munroe, Oli- 
ver Paque , Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Ray, Red- 
ford, Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward] Ross. 
[Wellington, C, R.j, Rymal, Scatcherd, Smith, 
[Westmoreland], Snider, Stirton, Thompson 
[Haldimand], Thompson [Ontario], Tremblay, 
Wallace, Webb, Wells, White [Haiton], White- 
head, Wood, Workman, Wright [York, Ontario, 
W.R.], and Young—75, 

Nays—Messr¢, Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 

3enoit, Blanchet, Bewell, Bown Burton, Camp- 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, (Sir George E.), Cay~ 
ley, Chauveau, Colby, Costigan, Crawford [Brock 
ville], Crawford (Leeds) Currier, Daoust, bbie, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudei, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Heath, Hincks, (Sir Francis), Holmes, Hurdon, 
Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, 

Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, McDonald 
(Antigonish), McDonald, (Lunenburg), McDonald, 
(Middiesex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terre-~ 
bonne), McDougall, (Three Rivers), McGreevy, 
MckKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, 
Morrison (Niagara), O’Conmnor, Perry, Pinson- 
neault, Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Chana- 
plain) Ryan (Montreal West), Savary, scriver, 
Simard. Simpson, Smith [Selkirk Stephenson, 
Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Waleh, White 
Wilson and Wright (Uttawa Coun f y) —86. ; 


Mr. MACKENZIE’S amendment was put 
with the following result Yeas, 67; 
Nays, 94, 


Columbia. 
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YEAS.—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton,, Bourassa, Bowman, Brousseau, 
Brown, Burpee, Cameron [Huron], Carmichael, 
Cartwright, Cheval, Cimon, Coupal, Delorme, 
Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Galt 
[Sir Alexander T.], Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar 
Holton, Joly, Jones [Halifax], Jones [Leeds an 
Grenville], Kempt, Killam, Macdonald [Glen- 
garry], McFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McCon- 
key, McDougall [Lanark,] McDougall [Renfrew], 
McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison, [Victoria 
0.], Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, 
Redford, Ross [Prince Edward], Ross [ Welling: 
ton, C. R.j, Rymal, Scatcherd, Smith [West- 
moreland], Snider, Stirton, Thompson [Haldi- 
mandj, Thompsoh (Ontario), Tremblay, Wal- 
jace, Wells, White (Halton), Whitehead, Wood 
Workman, Wright (York, Ontario, W.R.), an 
Young.—67, 

NAYS.—Messrs, Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burton, Came- 
ron (Inverness), Campbell, Carling, Caron, 
Cartier [sir George E.], Cayley, Chauveau, Coffin, 
Colby, Costigan, Crawford [Brockville], Craw- 
ford [Leeds], Currier, Daoust Dobbie, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Heath, 
Hincks [Sir Fran cis], Holton, Holmes, Hurdon,Ir- 
vine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Lan- 
gevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDo- 
nald [Lunenburg], McDonald [Middlesex], 
Masson [Soulanges}, Masson [Terrebonne], Mc- 
Callum, McDougail [Three Rivers], McGreevy, 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], Munroe, U’Connor, Perry, 
Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Ray, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross [Dundas], 
Ryan [Montreal Weeu Savary, Scriver, Simard, 
Simpson, Smith (Selkirk), Stephenson, Street, 
Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, 
White [East Hastings], Wilson and Wright 
[Ottawa County ].—94. 


On the main motion being put, 


Hon. Mr. DORION moved in amend- 
ment that the speaker do not now leave 
the chair, but that it be resolved that, in 
view of the engagements already entered 
into since the Confederation and the large 
expenditure urgently required for canal 
and railway purposes within the Dominion, 
this House would not be justified in impos- 
ing on the people of this Dominion the 
enormous burden required to build with- 
in ten years a railway to the Pacific as 
proposed by the resolution submitted to 
this House. The amendment was lost on 
the following division: Yeas, 70; Nays, 


YEAS.—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Brousseau 
Brown, Burpee, Cameron [Huron], Carmichae 
Cartwright, Cheval, Cimon, Coffin, Colby, Cou- 
pal, Delorme, Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, 
Fournier, Galt (Sir Alex. T.), Geoffrion, Godin, 
Hagar, Holton, Joly, Jones [Halifax], Jones 
(Leedsand Grenville), Kempt, Killam, McDonal 
[Glengarry], McFarlane, McKenzie, Magill, Mc- 
Conkey, McDougall [Lanark], McDougall [Ren- 
frew], McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison [Vic- 
toria, O,], Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, 
Pozer, Ray, Redford, Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 
[Wellington, C. R.], Rymal, Scatcherd, Smith 
[Westmoreland], Snider, Stirton, Thompson 
{Haldimand}, Thompson [Ontario], Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wells, White [Halton], Whitehead, 
Wood, Workman, Wright, [York, Ontario, W.R.], 
and Young—70, f 

NaAys—Messrs. Abbott. Archambeault Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Be- 
noit, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burton, Cameron 
[Inverness], Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier 
(Sir Geo, E.), Cayley, Chauveau, Costigan, Craw- 
tord [Brockville], Crawford (Leeds), Currier, Da- 
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oust, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet Gendron, Gibbs, Gran, Gray, 
Grover, Heath, Hineks (Sir Francis), Holmes, 
Hurdon, Irvine Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, 
Little, McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lu- 
nenburg), McDonald, (Middlesex), Masson, (Sou~ 
langes), ‘Masson (Terrebonne), McCallum, Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], ai aa ree yy; Me Kena ney, 
McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris Morison [Nia- 
gara], Munroe O'Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Pope, Pouliot Renaud, Robitaille, Ross [Cham- 
plain}, Ross [Dundas], Ryan [Montreal West) 
Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith, [Sel- 
kirk], Stephenson, Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb White, [East Hastings}, 
Wilson, and Wright [Ottawa County]—91. 


The main motion was again put and car- 
ried. 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Be- 
noit, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burton, Cameron 
[Inverness], Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier 
Cayley, Chauveau, Costigan, Crawford [Brock- 
ville] Crawford [Leeds], Currier, Daoust, Dobbie, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Heath, Hincks [Sir Francis], Holmes, Hurdon, 
Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson Little, Mc- 
Donald [Antigonish], McDonald (Lunenburg), 
McDonald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), Mas- 
son (Terrebonne), McCallum, McDougall (Three 
Rivers), McGreevy, McKeagney, McMillan, Mer- 
ritt, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, 
O’Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Poulio 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Dundas), Ryan (Montreal West), Savary, Scri- 
ver, Simard, Simpson, Smith [Selkirk], Stephen- 
son, Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, 
Webb, White (Hast Hastings), Wilson and 
Wright (Ottawa County)—91. 


NAys—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, 1 
Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Huron), Carmichael, 
Cartwright, Cheval, Cimon, Coffin, Colby, Cou- 
pal, Delorme, Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, Four- 
nier, Galt [Sir Alexander T.] Godin, Hagar, Hol- 
ton, Joly, Jones [Halifax], Jones [Leeds and 
Grenville], Kempt, Killam, Macdonald [Glen- 
garry[, MacFarlane, MacKenzie, Magill, McCon- 
key, McDougall [Lanark] McDougall [Renfrew], 
McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison, [Victoria,O. }, 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Ray, 
Redford, Ross [Prince Edward], Ross [Welling- 
ton, C. R.J], Rymal, Scatcherd, Smith, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson [Haldimand], Thompson 
[Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, ells, White 
[Halton], Whitehead, Wood, Workman, Wright 
[York, Ontario, W. R.], and Young.—71, 


Mr. MACKENZIE gave notice that he 
would move other amendments in Com-. 
mittee. 


Columbia. 


Mr. ANGLIN said the Government had. 


not had aclear majority of the total mem- 
bers of the House. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 


that had all been present, the Government. 


majority would have been greater. 


The main motion was carried and the. 


House went into Committee on the reso- 
lutions, Mr. COLBY in the Chair. The 


resolutions passed through Committee and. 


the Committee rose. 
fhe House adjourned at 2 


Brousseau, » 


o'clock a,m-- 


ES es | 
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Fripay, dlst March, 1871. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock. 


THE BOUCHETTE MEMORIAL. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN asked the indulgence 
of the House whilst he referred very briéfly 
to the memorial of the descendants of the 
late Joseph Bouchette, who was in his life 
time the Surveyor-General of the late Pro- 
vince of Lower Canada, now Quebec. The 
grandfather and great-grandfather of the 
petitioners was a distinguished ofticer in 
the service inCanada during the war of 
Independence. This son was Joseph Bou- 
chette, the Surveyor-General, who in the 
performance of his duties prepared a map 
which was well known to everyone who had 
studied the geography of this country. He 


prepared a very admirable work in refer- 


a 


ence to Canada, and submitted it during 
1814 to the Legislature of the then Pro- 
vince of Quebec. A vote was passed in 
that Legislature for £1,500 to enable him 
to proceed to England to have the work 
properly engraved and published. He 
brought out a series of valuable maps, 
which cost him some £4,000 sterling. He 
would certainly never have undertaken the 
work had it not been the encouragement 
which he felt when the Legislature passed 
the vote in question, but as an illustration 
of the uncertainty of legislation sometimes, 
he was only paid £500 out of the £1,500, 
though it was acknowledged that he had 
fully fulfilled his obligation. Mr. Bou- 
chette, unable to getreimbursed, was ob- 
liged to sell a valuable Seignory at a sacri- 


fice, and his descendants had consequently 
sustained a positive injury in that respect. | 


No one could doubt that the work in ques- 
tion was not simply of a Provincial, but 
really of a Dominion character. Under 
these circumstances the petitioners came 
before the House and asked that their case 
be taken into its favorable consideration: 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN spoke warnily of the 
public services of the Surveyor General, 
who was well known in New Brunswick, and 
alluded to the high character of his works 
in reference to the topography and geo- 
graphy of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD also alluded to 
the services of the same gentleman in con- 
nection with the arrangement of a boundary 
line between New Brunswick and Can- 
ada. Both he (Mr. Botsford) and Colonel, 
then Major Robinson, had been much in- 
debted to Mr. Kouchette for information 
which he was able.to give them. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that the dis- 
cussion was certainly irregular—he had a 
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petition sent him asking for certain com. 
pensation, but he did not feel at liberty to 
present it. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he pre- 
sumed the object of presenting the peti- 
tion was to evoke an expression of opinion 
In its favour, and stated that he sympa- 
thized with the effort which was being 
made in the matter. He could not, of 
course, say how the matter was to be 
managed, but he trusted that some means 
would be found of doing so. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER referred to the high 
character of the works of Col. Bouchette, 
which were of a Dominion character, and 
expressed his surprise that he had never 
been compensated for his great labour. 

The matter then dropped. 


MESSAGE. 


A Message was received from the House 
of Commons with the following Bills: 

To incorporate the Confederation Life 
Association. 


To incorporate the Kingston and Pem- 
broke Railway Company. 


To incorporate the Isolated Risk Fire in- 
surance Company. 


To amend the Insolvent Act of 869. 


To prolong fora limited time the time 
allowed for the redemption of rents re- 
served on certain Indian lands’ in the 
Township of Dundee. 

The second reading of the foregoing 
Bills was ordered for Monday next. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL submitted the re- 
port of the Committee  respect- 
ing the Library of Parliament. Consider- 
ation on Monday next. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN from the Commit- 
tee on Standing Orders and Private Bills, 
reported favorably on petitions from the 
Marine Fire Insurance Company, the Sun 
Insurance Company of Montreal, and on 
the Bill respecting the corporation of 
Owen Sound. 

On motion of Mr. McPHERSON, the Bill 
in reference to Owen Sound was ordered 
for the third reading on Monday. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented a report 


from the Joint Committee on Printing. 
Consideration cn Monday next. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL gave notice that 
he would, on the following Monday, intro- 
duce resolutions with respect to the ad- 
mission of British Columbia into the Union. 


135 Province of 
ENQUIRIES. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked the Govern- 
ment for information respecting the dis- 
tribution of the Geological Reports. 

Hon. Mr. AIKINS replied! that copies 
had been sent to the Local Governments 
for distribution. The price of those sold 
te the general public was $2.50 each. 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT asked if the report 
of Mr. Boyd with respect to False Bay 
Beach, Mire, C.B., had been received. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could not reply at 
that moment. 


MARINE. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL introduced a Bill 
respecting certain officers of the Trinity 
House, Quebec. 

The Bill was read a first time—second 
reading on Monday next. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion of Hon, Mr. SANBORN the 
time limited for receiving Private Bills was 
extended tothe 6th April. 


MANITOBA. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU, on making the 
motion of which he had given notice some 
days previously, referred to the mode 


of legislation pursued in respect to the | 


new Province of Manitoba. He was 
strongly of opinion that since the procla. 
mation which admitted the Territory of 


Manitoba into the Confederation, the peo- | 
ple of the province now enjoyed the | 


powers of self-government in their en- 


tirety. But they had the right to touch - 


in advance, the subsidy granted by the 
24th and 25th sections of the Act of Mani- 
toba, that is to say: 
interest on $47,290. .......... $ 2,364 50 
5 per cent. in addition........ 30,000 00 
The 80 cents a head, according 

13,400 00 


tO population. ........... 
$45,764 50 


Besides all the charges that are at the 
expenses of the Federal Government. 
The half of the foregoing sum, he con- 
tended, should be paid in advance every 
six months. It was absurd to expect, 
that with such an insufficient subsidy, 
they could meet all the expenses entailed 
upon them, by the action of the 
Federal Government. He must refer 
specially to the presence of the Volun- 
teers as unjustifiable and an infringement 
of the constitutional rights of the people of 
the Province. He did not believe 
their presence was calculated to 
promote that kindly feeling which should 


Hon, Mr. Dickey. - 
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animate the people of Manitoba with res- 
pect to the Dominion. He was convinced 
that the course pursued by the Govern- 
ment of Canada, from the outset, had not 
been dictated by wisdom or prudence or 
a correct comprehension of the feelings 
and wishes of the people, who made up 
so large a portion of the population, He 
wished to see a different state of things in 
the future, and the Government of Mani- 
toba no longer subject to the caprice of 
the Executive of Canada. He moved that 
an humble address be presented to His 
Iixcellency the Governor General, praying 
that His Excellency will be pleased to 
cause to be laid before this House a sum- 
mary of the expenses incurred and reve- 
nue received under the operation of the 


Manitoba. 


_ Act 82, and 383 Victoria, chapter 3, “ for 


the temporary government of Rupert's Land 


-and the North Western Territory’ since 
‘those territories have been united to 


Canada under the provisions of The British 
North America Act, 1867,’’ including all 
expenses incurred and revenue received to 
the close of this Session under the follow- 
ing heads : 

Ist. Expenses connected with the ad- 
ministration of justice in those territories, 
including the salaries and allowances of the 


_ Judges of the Superior Courts and of Dis- 
‘trict and County Courts. 


2nd. Expenses of transport and main- 
tenance of a military force and of a police 
force, and other expenses of that kind. 


3rd. Salaries or allowances of the Lieu- 
tenant-Goyernor and his Privy Council. 

4th. Rents of houses or buildings occu- 
pied by the different public departments. 

5th. Salaries of persons employed. 

6th. Expenses incurred for postal ser- 
Vices, in relation to customs, gaols, and 
the militia, and for the protection of the 


; fisheries, and all expenses connected with 


the public service under the said tempor- 
ary government. 

Tth. Amount of customs and excise 
duties and of revenue from all other 
sources collected during the same period. 


8th. Summary of expenses incurred 
in Opening communications with, estab- 
lishing government in, and providing for 
settlement of the North West Territories, 
including expendition to Red River, paid 
out of the sum cf $1,460,000 granted to 
Her Majesty for those purposes by the 
Act 33 Victoria, chap. 2, ‘for granting to 
Her Majesty certain sums of money re- 
quired to defray certain expenses of the 
Public Service for the financial years end- 
ing respectively the 30th June, 1870, and 
the 30th June, 1871.” 


Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE seconded the mo- 
tion. 


a in 


_ able to it. 


137 The 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL differed entirely 


- from the hon. gentleman, who made the 


motion, when he said that the volunteers 
were in Manitoba contrary to the wishes of 
the people. 

Hon, Mr. BUREAU meant to say that 
gince there was a regularly establithed 
Government in the new Province, we had 
no right to keep volunteers there—it was 
contrary to law. 

Hon, Mr, CAMPBELL said that the pre- 


sence of the volunteers had certainly 


tended to preserve order, and that they 
were received and treated, most kindly 
by the people among whom they were 
living. Rumours had been circulated to 
the prejudice of the voluuteers, but they 
had been proved already to be without 
undation, As respects the motion, he 
would endeavour to obtain the information 
asked for at as early a day as possible. 


Hon, Mr. BUREAU did not expect to 


- get the information immediately. 


The motion then passed. 
CURRENCY. | 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the sec- 
ond reading of the Bill to assimilate the 
currency of the Dominion. He stated, ia 
explanation, that its object was to change 
the currency of Nova Scotia, and make it 
similar to that of the rest of the Dominion. 
The measure had been postponed for some 


time in the hope there would be a sys- | 


tem of International Currency established, 
but the prospect of that now seemed very 
remote. He hoped that the change would 
be found beneficial in Nova Scotia, where 
there were several counties already favour- 
Hitherto the Government had 
paid every attention to the appeals of 
Nova Scotia on the subject, but further 
delay would now, they felt, be an injustice 
to New Brunswick, and other parts of the 
Dominion. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he suppos- 
ed the Bill might be regarded as the re- 
quiem of the old Halifax currency which 
had done good work in iis day, and had 
been found eminently adapted to meet 
the wants and requirements of the busi- 
ness community. It had been character. 
ized as the easiest and simplest curency 
for computation to be found anywhere. 
Formerly in Nova Scotia the Mexican dol- 
lar was received at 5s 24d.—thus a ficti- 
tious value was given to coin, a very large 
number of which used to circulate. In 1860 
the present Chief Justice of Nova Scotia 
{Sir William Young] introduced a Bill 
which brought the decimal system into 
Operation; and being inthe Legislative 
Council at thattime, he[Mr. Dickey] had 
opposed the measure on the principle 
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that if achange were necessary, they 
should assimmilate the curency to that 
of the other countries of the Continent. 
Instead of doing so, however, they estab- 
lished the present anomalous currency—we 
made it dollars and cents—a dollar which 
it took 103 cents to pay. He had been in 
favour of assimilation in 1860, and was so 
still. He had certainly wished to see the 
currency of the Dominion established on 
the basis of the Nova Scotia system, and 
had urged, in common with other repre- 
sentatives of en that time should 
be given to see the results of the Interna- 
tional Conference. Inasmuch as there was 
no prospect of any international system 
being arranged, they had no objection to 


}the assimilation of the currency. As re- 


spects the Bill itself, he asked the Post- 
master General why there was not a value 
given to the English silver. He also ex- 
pressed the opinion that some loss might. 
accrue to parties, in connection with the 
collection of debts, which are to be paid 
under the fourth section by equivalent 
sums in the currency of Canada, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he 
understood that there was no value given 
to the English silver, because it was not 
considered desirable to encourage its cir- 
culation, Arrangements had been made 
with banks to retain all the silver which 
came into their possession. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN was of the opinion that 
a uniform currency was very desirable, and 
he had no intention of opposing the Bill. 
He had only risen to correct an impression: 
which seemed to prevail among those who- 
took a deep interest in such questions, 
that there was no prospect of the esta- 
blishment of an International Currency. 
Reading the debates which took place on 
the Bill elsewhere, he found the Minister 
of Customs was reported to have said that 
‘‘the prospect of an international currency 
was so entirely done away with 


there could .be no possible reason for 


further postponement.’’ Another member 
of the Cabinet, in the same discussion said, 
‘the question had been staved off time 
and again m the hope ofan international 
currency, but such a hope was now at an 
end.” Now he (Mr. Ryan) was desirous 
of knowing where those gentleman got 
the information on which they based their 
very positive assertions, In this connec- 
tion he asked the House to permit him to 
read the following extract froma gentle- 
man (H. W. Chisholm) who wason the 
Commission for the estabiishment of 
international metric standards :—‘‘ The 
International Metric Commission met at 
Paris on 8th August, representatives from 
nearly all civilized cduntries, except the 
German States at war with France, being 


739 The. 
present. It was the day after the news of 
McMabkon’s defeat reached Paris, and the 
deplorable state of things of course put a 
stop at once to our proceedings until a 
more favourable period: We met, how- 
ever, every day fora week and discussed 
fully all preliminary matters, and inau- 
gurated the Commission as successfully as 
could be hoped under the circumstances. 


‘({ saw Mr. J. H. Smith, the day before 
yesterday ; the question of International 
Coinage like that of International Metrie 
Standard, is quite in abeyance till after 
the restoration of peace in France. I do 
hope that there is now some prospect of 
_ terms being come to. When thingsare at 
their worst, they must mend.’’ 


In cocclusion, Mr. RYAN stated that 
when at Washington the other day, a gen- 
tleman who had been one of the Interna- 
tional de uties to meet the Commissioners 
in Paris had also assured him that the 
prospect of satisfactorily arranging those 
matters was very bright if peace could be 
once established in Europe. 


Hon. Mr. WARK said that the people of 
New Brunswick found their system of 
currency to work admirably, and went on 
to refer to the necessity of arranging some 
mode by which long standing debts can 
be settled, for instance a property mort- 
gage not paid for a number of years. In 
respect to American gold coins, too, he 
thought that they should be defined at 
halves and quarters instead of the phraseo- 
logy used in the Bill. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that all those 
matters could be discussed in Committee, 
and in answer to the hon. member for 
Montreal, expressed the hope that the 
efforts for the establishment of an Inter- 
national coinage would result satisfactorily, 
but his own impression was that some 
time must pass away befure the objeet 
desired could be attained. 


The motion was carried. 
Bill referred to Committee on Monday. 


RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. SKEAD moved the second 
reading of the Bill to incorporate the On- 
tario and Quebec Railway Company, the 
preamble of which states that the object is 
to construct “a railway from Toronto to 
Ottawa, passing through or near Peter- 
boro’, Madoc and Carleton Place, with 
power to cross the Ottawa liver at or near 
Ottawa City, and to unite, amalgamate, or 
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market the productions thereof, and form- 
ing through the Capital of the Dominion, 
a most valuable line of communication for 
National Defence, and isa work for the 
general advantage of Canada.’’ The hon. 
gentleman referred to the advantages that 
the railway would confer on the country 
through which it would run, and the val- 
uable resources it would develope. 

The Bill was read a second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Banking, Rail- 
ways and Commerce. 


Currency. 


THE FENIAN INVASION. 


The House then went into Committee on 
the Bill respecting an indemnity to mem- 
bers of Government in connection with the 
Fenian invasion. 


Hon. Mr. MoCLELAN in the chair 


The Committee rose and reported the 
Bill without any amendment. 


Third reading on Monday. 
The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Fripay, March 31, 1871. 
After routine. 


CANAL COMMISSION. 


Hon Mr. LANGEVIN, in reply to Mr. 
Mackenzie, said that the Government had 
closed the Canal Commission and would 
distribute the minority report, 


CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The Act to amend the Act relating to 
duties of customs, was passed through 
Committee, Mr. STREET in the chair. 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


The atrendments made by the Senate to 
Bill No. 29, for the prevention of corrupt 
practices in relation to the collection of re- 
venue, were read a second time. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the second — 


reading of Bill No. 61, respecting weights 
ard measures. He explained the objects 
of the Bill to be the detining of standards 


make running arrangements with railway | throughout the Dominion, and providing 


lines in the Provinces of Ontario and Que- 
bec, and the  construciion 
a railway would be of great public advan- 
tage, by affording facilities for the settle- 
ment of the back country, bringing to 


Hon. Mr. Ryan. 


for a proper insyection of weights and 


of such measures. 


After some further conversation the 
second reading was carried, to be referred 
to Committee to-morrow. 


~~ 


eS eee 
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METRIC SYSTEM. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the second | 


reading ofan Act to render permissive 
the use of the metric system of weights 
and measures. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON questioned the ad. 
vantage of the Bill at all, if rendered per- 


missive, 


_ Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he was follow: 
ing the example of England and other 
countiies, where the result of making the 
Bill permissive in the first instance, and 
so allowing the change to be brought 
about gradually, had been very beneficial. 

Hon. Mr. Anglin was opposed to the 
Bill and hoped it would not pass further 
than the second reading. 

Second reading carried. 


DOMINION NOTES, &e., 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS, the Act to provide additional 
facilities for the deposit of savings at in- 
terest with the security of Government ; 
and for the issue and redemption of Do- 
minion notes was réad a second time. 


CRIMINAL LAWS. 


On the motion of Hon: Sir GEO. E. CAR- 
TIER, the Act to extend to the Province 
of Manitoba certain of the Criminal Laws 
now in force in the other Provinces of the 
Dominion (from Senate) was read a second 
time. 

INSPECTION LAWS 


On the motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS the Act to amend and consolidate 
and to extend to the whole Dominion of 
Canada, the laws respecting the inspection 
of certain staple articles of Canadian pro- 
duce was read asecond time and referred 
to a Select Committee on Banking and 
Commerce. 


EXCISE DUTIES IN MANITOBA. 


On the motion of Hon. Mr. MORRIS the 
Act to amend the Inland Reyenue Act of 
1868 and tolalter the duties of excise charge- 
able in the Province of Manitoba was read 
a second time. 


INDIAN LANDS. 


On the motion of Hon. Sir GEORGE E. 
CARTIER the Act to prolong for a limited 
time the term allowed for the redemption 


of rents reserved on certain Indian lands 
in the Township of Dundee was read a sec-’ 


ond and third time and passed. 
PORT WARDEN AT QUEBEC. 
On the motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
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HINCKS the House went into Committee 
of the Whole to consider certain Resolu. 
tions for the appointment of a Port War- 
den at Quebec, Mr. MILLS in the Chair. 
The resolutions passed through Com- 
mittee, were readasecond time, and a 
Bill was introduced and read a first time. 


Business 


BANK OF UPPBR CANADA. 


On the motion of Hon, Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS the House went into Committee 
of the Whole to consider a Resolution de- 
claring it to be expedient to amend the 
Act 33 Victoria, Chapter 40, respecting 
the settlement of the affairs of the Bank of 
Upper Canada, Mr. MILLS in the Chair. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that in winding up the affairs of the Bank 
the Government had found great difficulty 
in being unable to redeem outstanding 
notes and obligations of the Bank, and the 
object now desired to be attained was that 
the Government should be authorized to 
advance a sum not exceeding $250,000 
so as to clear offall outstanding notes and 
claims, and wind up the whole matter. 
The sum advanced would be amply secur- 
ed by good mortgages bearing seven per 
cent interest. 

The resolutions passed through the 
Committee and a Bill was introduced. 


NORTH WEST LOAN. 


On the motion of Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, 
the House went into Committee of the 
whole to consider the following Resolu- 
tion :— 

That it is expedient to provide, that the- 
loan of one million four hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, or three hundred 
thousand pounds sterling, raised in Eng- 
land, with the guarantee of the Imperial 
Government for the payment of the inter- 
est thereon, under the authority of the 
Act of Canada, 32 and 33 Vic.,/Cap.1, for the 
purpose of paying a like sum to the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, for the purposes set 
forth in the said Act,—be made the next: 
charge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of Canada, after any charge thereon creat- 
ed or to be created thereon, under the 
Act of Canada passed in the 3lst year of 
Her Majesty’s Reign, Chapter 41, for any 
loan for fortifications; and that further 
provision be made with respect to the 
loan first above mentioned in conformity 
to the requirements of the Act of the Im- 
perial Parliament, 32 and 33 Vic. Cap. 101, 
under which the guarantee of the Imperi- 
al Government was given for the payment 
of the interest on the said loan, Mr. 
MILLS in the Chair. The Resolution 
passed through the Committee and a Bill 
was introduced. 
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FISHING BY FORBIGN VESSELS. 


On the motion of Hon. Dr. TUPPER the 
House went into Committee of the whole, 


Hon Col. GREY in the Chair to consider a } 


Resolution declaring it expedient to 
amend the Act respecting Fishing by 


Foreign Vessels, passed in the thirty-first — 


year of Her Majesty’s Reign, &c. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
Government thought it expedient in con- 
sideration of the Commission now sitting at 
Washington, to pass a measure that 
might well be considered by the United 
States as needlessly aggressive, if not 
offensive. He thought the powers sought 


to be given to the Minister of Marine, as | 


extraordinary and exceptional. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER was quite sure that 
every one must desire that the present 
negociations at Washington might result 
in rendering the provisions now proposed 
unnecessary, but he thought that on ex- 
amination the Bill would not be found 
open to the objection that had been raised. 
It in no way increased the stringency of 
the law, but proposed to carry out the pre- 
sent law in a more convenient way by 


transferring to the Minister of Marine the | 


power, now vested in the Governor in 
Council, to order to what port a cap- 
tured vessel should be taken. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought this ob- 
jectionable, for ifa vessel captured at the 
Bay Chaleurs should be ordered to Halifax 
or Quebec, great hardship and injustice 
might ensue. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said it might be in- 
convenient and unsafe to take a vessel to 
the nearest port. No substantial change 
in the law was proposed but only one of 
convenience: 

Hon. Mr. A. J. SMITH thought the 
change proposed very desirable, but ob- 
jected to the captors receiving any 
pecuniary reward fora seizure. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said such an objec- 
tion would only apply in case the seizing offi. 
cer was a judicial officer and the principle 
of reward was carried out in the case of 
Customs and other Government offieers, 


Mr. MACKENZIE and Mr. CAMPBELL 
spoke as to the desirability of the propos- 
ed provisions, 

The resolutions then passed through 
Committee, and a Bill was introduced and 
read a first time. 


QUEBEC HARBOUR, 


On the motion of Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN 
the Act further to amend the Act respect- 
ing the improvement and management 
of the Harbour of Quebec, was read a sec- 
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ond time, and referred to the Standing 


Business. 


| Committee on Banking and Commerce. 


ROCKWOOD ASYLUM. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. MORRIS 
the House went into Committee to con- 
sider a resolution to empower Government 
to treat with the Province of Ontario, for 
the lease or sale of Rockwwod Asylum to 
that Province. Hon. Col. GREY in the 
chair. 


The resolution, after some conversation, 
passed through Committee, and a Bill was 
introduced and read a first time. 


INSURANCH} COMPANTES. 


On the motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS the House went into Committee 
to consider the following resolution: That 
it isexpedient in amending the Act re- 
specting Insurance Companies, to provide 
for the appointment of an Inspector of In- 
surance Offices, to be remunerated by fees 
to be paid by such Companies and to be 
fixed by order of the Government, in 
Council not to exceed 
for any office in any one year. 
GREY in the chair. 


Hon. Col. 


The Committee afterwards rose. report 
to be received to-morrow, 
| FREDERICTON AND ST. MARY’S BRIDGE 


COMPANY. 


The Act to incorporate this Company 
after being amended in Committee, was 
read a second and third time, and passed, 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS submitted 


| the report of the Standing Committee on 


Public Accounts. 
The House then rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


_+ Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
reception of the report of the Committee 
of the Whole on certain resolutions re- 
specting the admission of British Columbia 
into Union with Canada. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that in the speech 


| of the Hon. Minister of Militia, the state- 


ment had been made that one-third of the 
land in British Columbia was fit for agri- 
culture. But it wag admitted that this 
statement embraced the Island of Van- 


couver Now, in dealing with this question, | 


the Island must not be taken into consi+ 
deration at all, From all the evidence he 
c-uld obtain respecting the main land, 
not one-fifth of it was available for settle- 


| 
| 
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_ ment by farmers, and the remaining four 
_ fifths through which the road was likely 


torun, had yet to be proved 


Tr good for 
mining purposes. 


It was simply absurd to 


put the price of that land at $1 per acre.: 


Lhe Hon. Minister of Customs, in his 
speech the other evening, had advocated 
entering into an obligation which he could 
not say the country would be able to per- 
form. It had been said the other evening 
over and over again during the debate, 
that he (Mr. Mackenzie) had stated that 
he regarded the construction of the Pacific 
Railway as a pressing political necessity. 
He denied having made any such a state- 
ment. He would admit, however, that 
he would be willing to subject the coun- 
try to some inconvenience 
obtain communication with the Pacifie 
through Canadian territory. He was in 
favour of opening up communication im. 
mediately through the country lying be- 
tween the head of Lake Superior and Red 
River. From that point to the Rocky 
Mountains the way was comparatively 
easy and quite clear enough for the use of 
emigrants passing into the North West 
country. On the Pacific slope, there was 
no doubt that it would be necessary to 
expend large sums of money from time to 
time as the Financial condition of the 
Dominion permitted in opening up a good 
route to this side of the Rocky Mountains. 
But this country should not be bound to 
construct, within so short a time, such a 
gigantic work. The Grand Trunk had 
never yet paid one per cent.on the capital 
expended on it, though passing through a 
well peopled country and having no scar- 
city of traffic, yet the hon gentlemen op- 
posite wished to lead the House to believe 
that this Pacific Railway which was to run 
for 2,500 miles through an uninhabited 
wilderness, would be a paying enterprise. 
We had unfortunately 200 miles lying be- 
‘tween the head of Lake Superior and 
Winnipeg, which was an uninhabitable 
desert. Now, he would recommenda cheap 
narrow gauge railway with steamers on 
the smaller lakes, as the proper means of 
communication with the open prairie ex- 
tending west of Fort Garry and through 
which it would be unnecessary to construct 
a road for years tocome. He considered 
this attempt as one of the most fvolish 
things that couid be imagined—and what 
was it for? In order to get some 10,000 
people into the Union, they were actually 
agreeing to pay $10,000 a head on their 
account. Such terms argued either insane 
reckessness on the part of the Govern- 


ment and their supporters, or a painful : 
_ want of patriotism, which would damage 


the country and the character of the hon. 
Minister of Militia. For thirty years to 
come it would be unnecessary to construct 


in order to | 
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| the greater portion of this line. The only 
| part of the road which would need to be 
constructed immediately was in British 
Columbia itself (hear, hear). He would 
be prepared to consider that as soon as 
estimates of the cost, &., should be sub. 
mitted to this House. Holding these 
views, he moved that all the words after 
“that? be omitted, and the following 
inserted :—‘That having regard to the 
vast importance of the question involved 


_in the said resolution including the obliga- 


tion to construct within ten years the 
Pacific Railway, the cost of which is esti- 
mated to exceed one hundred millions of 
dollars, time should be afforded to the 
people and representatives for consulta- 
tion before coming to a final decision, and 
that the said resolutions should therefore 
be postponed till next session. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
he had hoped after the discussion of the 
last three days all the arguments against 
this measure would have been exhausted, 
and that he would not be called upon to 
speak again. But after the remarks just 
made by the hon. member for Lambton, 


he felt called upon to make some reply. 
He was willing to give credit to the hon. 
members who opposed this measure, for 
sincerity. He (Sir George) was much 
surprised, at the line of argument which 
they had followed. He was surprised that 
the member for Lambton should try to 
meet sucha great question on the mere 
ground of cost. He admitted that the 
Union was a necessity and that the rail- 
way also was a necessity, but the honor- 
able gentleman objected to be tied down 
to a specified time. He objected to being 
bound to build a line of 2,500 miles in ten 
years—but in past years even when the 
country was new and with comparatively 
few resources she had built 2,00U miles in 
eight years. Had Canada been ruined by 
those works, had her agricultural interests 
suffered on thisaccount. And in addition 
to this, Canada had built the Victoria 
Bridge at Montreal, itself equal to 500 
miles of railway, and other large bridges 
in different parts of the country. Had 
she suffered from building those works? No 
It was true that theG. T’. R. proprietors were 
not receiving so good a 1eturn as he would 
like. If the railway was practicable at all, 
| every One would admit that it could well 
be built in ten years. If there had been 
any complaintit should have been that 
the time allowed was too long. When it 
had been proposed to extend the Custonas 
Laws of Canada to Manitoba, it had been 
objected to as unfair, and that the people 
of that country were beyond the circle of 


Canada, and therefore a delay of. 
three years had _ been allowed until 
countries could be more 


the 


British 
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effectively joined and connected. 
fet the member for Lambton and his 
friends read their speecheson the North 
West question. ‘Then no expense was too 
great, no haste too much, no trouble too 


great, if only the North West could be ac-. 


quired, but now they said don’t go so fast. 
He wanted to get hold of the Red River 
country at any cost, and now from the 
very same mouth that had spoken of the 
fertility of the North West, they heard the 
very opposite. He had then been willing 
to send any number of men to obtain pos- 
session of the country. 

Mr. MACKENZIE had stated his will- 
ingness to send any number of men not to 
acquire the country, but to establish the 
supremacy of law over insurrection. 

Hon. Sir GEO. I. CARTIER resumed 
the comparison of the expressions of the 
member for Lambton last year, and this, 
then he had stated distinctly that the ac- 
quisition of the North West would be the 
only way to obtain British Columbia, but 
now he did not want the Union. 


Mr. MACKENZIE denied this, he was 
as much in favour of Unionas ever. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
member for Lambton, had stated dis: 
tinctly that in swallowing the Quebec 
scheme he had made a mistake, and now 
the great Reformer of Upper Canada, the 
representative of everything good, the 
representative of the great Party of Pro- 
gress, said no, we must pull up, we must 
stop. ‘Ihe Government were really the 
Pariy of Progress and action, and the 
member for Lambton, and those who had 
followed hin would at the next election be 
taken to task by their constituents for 
having in order to make a case against the 
Government made the humiliating confes- 
sion that they had made a mistake in ac- 
cepting the scheme of Confederation. The 
member for Lambton in his argument had 
said that between Thunder Bay and Fort 
Garry there was no soil and the rail 
way could not be built but that 
question could be settled by 
Parliament hereafter, when the railway 
‘scheme should be submitted. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—What about the ob- 
ligations ? 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said, sup- 
pose the hon. gentleman undertook an 
obligation, could he be obliged to 
fulfil it, if he should be prevented by un- 
foreseen circumstances. No one could be 
compelled to perform an impossibility. 
The time was too long, and the objection 
could only come from an economical Scotch- 


man, and he would predict that ina very 
fewyeers the hon. gentleman would be 


one of the most ardent supporters of the 
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railway. He had not been sorry to lose 
his motion yesterday, and he was not sin- 
cere in his present proposal. That propo- 
sal was to entail a delay of seven months, 
what object could there be in so doing? 
The matter had already been discussed 
sufficiently, and the time was now come 
for settlement, and he would say that 
without the prospect of British Columbia, 
they would never have persuaded a 
majority of the House to consent to ac- 
quire one inch of the North West. For 
the sake of the member for Lambton him- 
self he trusted his speech would not be 
well reported, and especially that part in 
which he had spoken of the character of 
the land in most disadvantageous terms, 
and yet he said he was in favour of build- 
ing a railway 4s soon as possible. If the 
land was as described by the hon. mem- 
ber, why should a railway be built at all? 
He reiterated 10 years was too long, and 
as to. the mode of building the railway 
that would all be submitted to Parliament, 
and within the next few days the Govern- 
ment would ask for an appropriation 
for the preliminary survey. He main- 
tained that Canada was better able 
to-day to undertake the 
railway than she had been 
years ago to advance fifteen millions to 
the Grand Trunk. The whole affair of the 
hundred millions was a bugbear. There 
was no such thing as incurring that debt 
in a few years—it was an absurdity to 
make such a statement. The policy was 
purposely to retain the lands of the coun- 
try in order to build railways and open 
ways of communication. Canada would 
not have to bear the expenditure alone. 
British Columbia would be represented in 
the House, and would be equally interested 
in the work. Speaking of the cost of the 
railway, he maintained the gentlemen*on 
the other side had played the parts of old 


Columbia. 


nurses, but the children on his side the 


House were not so easily frightened. He 
spoke of the North Pacific, quoting from a 
statement shewing the whole length to be 
2,000 miles, and the entire estimated cost 
seventy-six million dollars in greenbacks. 
lt had been objected that the estimate for 
the Canadian Pacific might not be correct. 
He admitted that, but the argument 
worked both ways. The cost might prove 
very much below the estimate, and an 
immense amount of land was reserved to 
cover it, He quoted a statement shewing 
the average cost of railway communication 


in the United States, shewing 2,600 miles 


of line in operation, the average cost being, 


in the different States, from $25,000 to ° 


$33,000 per mile, It was admitted that 
there was a large extent of prairie land to 
be crossed, and the smaller expenditure 
necessary there would leave means to 
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ficiently unpatriotic to represent the 
country as that it would never attract im- 
migration, and he quoted from the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Representatives 
of the State of Minnesota speaking of the 
Canadian line as practicable, and the ter- 
ritories of the North West and British 
Columbia, as fertile, and the most valuable 
of the Continent; and yet men in 
this country, the leaders of their party, 
did their utmost to decry their country. 


| Mr, MACKENZIE denied that he had 
done anything to decry the country. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER was glad he 
had given the hon. member an opportuni- 
ty to correct himself. He quoted from an 
article from an American paper, copied 
into the Globe, characterising the Saskact- 
chewan country as most valuable in soil 
and minerals, and British Columbia as pos- 
sessing rich mineral resources, magnificent 
climate and fine soil. It was fortunate 
that the truth could be ascertained even 
ifit came from opponents. The Govern- 


- ment had stated again and again that they 


themselves would not build the railway, 
but that it would be constructed by Com- 
panies assisted by such subsidies as would 
not oppress the people. It was absurd to 
speak of building a line to the Rocky 
Mountains only, a vote could not be 
obtamed for such a purpose, but when it 
was proposed to extend the line to the 
ocean, the question assumed a very diffe- 
rent aspect. Many great works had been 
accomplished in England,but what were 
any of these compared with the scheme 
now proposed, and he could say that al, 
ready there was a motion in England to 
assist the measure, and there would doubt- 
less be capitalists to take the matter in 
hand, and everything was in favor of the 
successful construction of the road. The 
Minister of Justice had telegraphed him to 
present his congratulations to his friends on 
the vote of yesterday. 


- Mr. BLAKE said the member for Lamb- 
ton inhis amendment had pointed out the 
importance of fthe matter, the grave 
nature of the burden proposed to be in- 
curred, and therefore suggested the post- 
ponement of the consideration of the mat- 
ter, and it was impossible to answer those 
statements. Much had been heard that 
the railway would not cost the Dominion 
in cash $100,000,000, but no one attempt- 
ed to deny that the railway would cost 
that amount and where could the money 
eome from but from the resources of the 
country. It might te in lands and it 
might bein money, but the result was the 
same, and the only argument the Minister 
of Militia had used was to speak of the 
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_  versome difficulties in other portions. | 
_ The hon. members opposite had been suf. 
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American lines and contrast greenbacks 
with gold. He complained of the system 
of alternate sections not being followed in 
the land grants. The argument seemed 
to be that they would not be compelled to 
perform impossibilities, butan honest man 
would fulfil an obligation, though the re- 
sult might be bankruptcy. If rashly the 
national credit and faith were pledged to 
build that road in ten years, he said that 
any one who voted for that obligation with 
the mental reservation that they would. 
not be compelled to fulfil the obligation 
unless such should be desirable was a base. 
man. The spirit and the letter of the 
bond were alike binding, and the question 
was most serious. The Bill was not one 
that could be repealed but was an irrevoc- 
able determination to build the road in ten 


Columbia. 


years whatever the hazard, 
whatever the results, and _ should 
they not seek to communicate. 


with their people before arriving at this 
irrevocable determination. It had been 
urged in order to secure votes that there 
was a reserve power of repudiation, but if 
the obligation was undertaken, the peo- 
ple would hold themselves bound by it, 
and could gentlemen be prepared to meet 
an indignant people if they incurred this 
responsibility without consulting those 
they represented, and if gentlemen did so 
act, though they might go back to their 
people, they would not come back to that 
House. The question was whether the 
debt of the country should, at a stroke, 
be doubled, or whether they should have 
an opportunity ofconsulting their people 
before taking suchastep. They had been 
urged to haste, but he maintained that 
there had been too much haste in _bring- 
ing about Confederation already, and he 
was not anxious to ruin entirely that por- 
tion of the scheme which had been too 
hastily consummated. He had not heard 
what harm could result from postpone. 
ment and as to the argument that British 


' Columbia was hanging in the balance, he 
| would say that while England was true to 


herself, the result did not lie with British 
Columbia, and therefore time for consid- 
eration should not be refused. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said it was a great ad- 
vantage to be able to hear both sides of a 
question, but he could see no very great 
difference in the proposition of the Gov- 
ernment and*the amendment proposed. 
The hon. member for Lambton after his 
defeat last night was obliged to adopt the 
more successful stand which had been 
taken by the hon. member for Dundas. 
There was no talk about the necessity of 
this delay from the hon. gentleman oppo- 
site before this evening. It was all very 
well to ask for this delay now, 
but the scheme had been before the peo. 
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ple and been discussed in the papers for 
months.The terms were published in Toron- 
to papers three months ago, and, in fact, the 
Union had been talked of ever since the 
commencement of the Confederation. In 
reply to the arguments of the hon. mem. 
bers opposite, he said that a grant of 
$10,000 per mile in addition to the land 
grant would place the construction of the 
railway beyond the possibility of a doubt. 
There could be no difficulty in disposing 
of the lands at a fair price. The fertile 
belt was spoken of by American writers 
who had visited it, as being of immense 
extent and of great fertility. The Northern 
Pacific Railway looked to it for a por- 
tion of their future trade. lt 
was, therefore, in the interest of this 
Dominion to construct a road through our 
own territory to the Pacific. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said _ the 
House should not be led away by clap- 
trap speeches from the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite. Let them look at the facts. 
Here was a statement of Mr. Hind, an 


‘officer appointed by this Government, who | 


explored the North West, and submitted 
his report thereon. This gentleman 
stated that in the whole of the fertile belt 
there were not 40,000,000 acres of avyail- 
able land. Taking a fertile belt in the 
Rocky Mountains which was menton- 
tioned in that report,to contain 10,000,- 
000 acres more, there were but 50,000,000 
acres of any commercial or exchangeable 
walue, in the North West. 
were the Government lands to come from 
after granting large sections to the rail- 
way. The experience of the United 
States had shown that it was not in the in- 
terest of a country to grant its unsettled 
dands in large blocks to private companies. 
‘The proposition before the House was to 
give all the valuable lands of the North 
West to a company which was not yet 
formed. After the experience of Eng. 
ish capitalists on Canadian railways, it was 
not likely that capital could be got to 
construet this railway. The money must 


be had in some way even at 
the risk of involving the 
Dominion in ruin. In reply 


to the statement of the Hon. Minister of 
Customs that this question had been before 
the public for some time, he would refer 
the hon. gentleman to the fyles of papers 
in the resding room. If he would look 
-at them he would see that the country was 
‘startled at the gigantic proportions of this 
scheme. On the 27th of that month, the 
¢psissima verba of the scheme were present- 
ed to this House, and that was the first 
time the ,;ublic had an opportunity of 
passing judgment on it. It was only after 
it was taken up and discussed in this 
House the other day, that it might be said 


Mr. Blake. 
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| to have been placed before the people. 
Could the hon. gentleman, then deny that 
delay should be granted before passing 
this measure. It had not been presented 
to the House in the constitutional man. 
ner and it was only right to give the peo- 
ple an opportunity to express their ap- 
proval or disapproval of it. 


Mr. JONES, (Leeds), said though both 
sides deprecated the party considerations, 
he had never heard a question made so com- 
pletely one of party. He did not think 
the country was ina position to undertake 
the expenditure proposed. He consider- 
ed the Imperial Government ought to 
share inthe expense of any scheme for 
opening up the North West. He main- 
tained that the country was not suitable 
for settlement, or the present population 
would have been much larger. He ob- 
jected to the Indians being taken into 
account, as they had done but little good 
to Canada. He wasin favor of the con- 
sideration of the matter being postponed 
and should vote for the amendment. , = 


gMr. BOLTON, (Charlotte), in explaining 
the reference made to him by the Minis- 
ter of Customs, said he had not charged 
him with making reckless statements, 
but that while giving him and the Govern- 
ment every credit tor being in earnest in 
desiring to construct the road, he thought 
it very doubtful whether a company would 
be found to undertake it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE’S amendment was 
then put, and the following vote taken :— 
Yeas, 68 ; nays, 89. 

YEAS—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Bertrand: 
| Blake, Bodwell, Botton, Bourassa, Bowman, 
Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Huron), Carmichael, 
Cartwright, Cheval, Coupal, Delorme, Dorion, 
| Drew, Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Galt (sir Alex- 
|} ander T.), Geoflrion, Godin, Hagar, Holton, 
Huntingdon, Joly, Jones, (Halifax), Jones (Leeds 
aud Grenville), Kempt, Killam, Macdonald, 
[Glengarry] MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, Mc- 
UConkey, McDougall, [Lanark] McDougall [Ren- 
frew], Metcalfe, Mills, Morrison [Victoria, O.], 
Munroe, Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Rea- 
ford, Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Kdward] Koss 
[Victoria, N. 8.,], Koss (Wellington, C, R.) Ry- 
Inal, Scatcherd, Smith, [Westmoreland], Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson [Haldimand], Tnompson 
[Untario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, White 
[Halton], Whitehead, Wood, Workman, Wright 
LYork, Untario, W. R.], and Young—6s. 


Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, burton, Cameron (In- 
verness), Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, (Sir 
George E.), Cayley, Chauveau, Colby, Costigan, 
Crawtord [Brockville], Crawford (Leeds) Daoust, 
Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, 
Grover,Heath, Holmes, Hurdon,Iryine, Jackson, 
Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Lan- 
glois, Lapum, Lawson, McDonald (Antigonish), 
McDonald, (Lunenburg), McDonald, (Middlesex), 
Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), Mc-. 
Dougall, (Three Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, 
Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), 
O’Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain) Ryan 
Montreal West), vary, Scriver, Sim 
impson, Smith [Selkirk], Stephenson, Street, 


% 


_ that the eleventh paragraph should be 
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Tilley, Touran 
Hastings) 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT believed that the 
Government had been led into the incon- ~ 


geau, Tupper, Walsh, White 


East 
» Wilson and Wright (Ottawa C 


ounty). | 


ceivable —_— blunder of naming 
a period for the construction 
of the road and the amendment 


he was about to propose differed from 
others in these respects, it did not inter. | 
fere with the pledge to commence the 
railway, and only pledged that they would 
use their utmost exertions to go on with 
the work as fast as practicable, and it need 
involve but a very shortdelay, He moved 


amended by inserting the words “to use 
their utmost exertions’’ after the word 
‘‘further.’’ 


The amendment was put and lost on the 
following division :— 

Yeas, 7; nays, 135. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bodwell, Cameron (Huron) 


Cartwright, Galt, [Sir Alexander T.) McDougall 
[Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew], and Milis.—7. 


NAys—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault Ault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, Belle- 
rose, Benoit Bertrand, Blake, Blanchet,Bouras- 
sa, Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, Brown, 
Burton, Cameron (Inverness), Campbell, Car- 
ling, Caron, Cartier (Sir Geo. E.), Cayley, Chau- 
veau, Cheval, Colby, Costigan, Coupal, Crawford 
{Brock ville], Crawford (Leeds), Daoust, Delorme, 
Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fer- 
guson, Fortier, Fortin, Fournier, Gaucher, Gaudet 
Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray, 
Grover, Hagar, Heath, Holmes, Holton, Hur- 
don,{ Irvine, Jackson, Joly, Jones [Leeds 
and Grenville), Keeler, Kempt, Killam, Kirk- 
patrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, 
Lawson, McDonald [Glengarry] McDonald (Lu- 
nenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), McFarlane, 
McKenzie, Magill, Masson, (Soulanges), Masson 
{Terrebonne), McConkey, McDougal! [Three 
Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Met- 
calfe, Moffatt, Morris, Morison [Victoria, 0O.], 
Morison ,[Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, 

- Pouliot, Pozer, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross [Cham- ; 
plain], Ross [Dundas], Koss [Prince Edward], 
Ross [Wellington, C. K.], Ryan [Montreal West], 
Rymal, Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, 
Smith [Westmoreland], Snider, Stephenson, 
Stirton, Street, Sylyain, Thompson [Haldimand], 
Thompson ea alc Tilley, Tourangeau, Trem- 
blay, Tupper, Walsh, Wells, White [Halton], 
White, [East Hastings], Whitehead, Wilson. 
Wood, Workman, Wright, [Ottawa County] 
Wright [York, Ontario, W.R.],and Young—135 


Mr. BODWELL moved in amendment to 
leave out all the words after ‘that’ and 
insert the following: ‘‘That the proposed 
terms of Union with British Columbia 
provide for representation in the Senate 
by three members, and in the House of 
Commons by six members, while its popu- 
lation is about 10,000, and that such repre- 
sentation in the House of Commons is enor- 
mously in excess of the proper number 
according to the population, and is in 
violation of the fundamental principles of 
the Constitution, a principle which ought 

_ not to be disturbed without the consent of 
_ the Provinces, and that the said resolutions 
be referred back to a Committee of the 


f 


Whole House for the purpose of reducing 
p. 61 | 
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the number of representatives in the 
House of Commons.”’ 


Mr. KILLAM then moved in amend- 
ment to the amendment, that the words 
‘while its population is about 10,000” be 
struck out. 


Mr. KILLAM’S amendment w 


on the following division :— 
Yeas, 43; nays, 100. 

YEAS—Messrs, Anglin, Bowm 
on (Huron), Carmichael, Cheyal, Coupal, Delor- 
me, Dorion, Ferris, Fournier, Geoffrion, Holton, 
Huntingdon, Joly, Jones (Halifax), Kempt, Kil- 
lam, MacDonald [Glengarry], MacFarlane, Mac- 
Kenzie, Magill, McConkey, MeDoueall (Renfrew), 
Metcalfe, Morison (Victoria, O.), Oliver, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, 
Scatcherd, Smith, [Westmoreland|, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson Haldimand), Thompson 
(Ontario), Tremblay, Wells, Whitehead, Work- 
rt an, Wright [York, Ontario, W. R.] and Young— 


as rejected 


an, Burpee, Came- 


NaAys—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Blake, Blanchet, Bowell, Bourassa, Bown 
Burton, Cameron [Inverness], Campbell, Carling’ 
Caron, Cartier (Sir George E.), Cartwright, Cay- 
ley, Chauveau, Colby, Costigan, Crawford 
[Brockville], Crawford (Leeds), Daoust, Dobbie, 
Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortier,Fortin, 
Galt (Sir Alexander T.) Gaucher, Gaudet, Gen- 
dron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray,Grover, Heath, 
Holmes, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Jones, 
Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, Kirk patrick, 

acerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, 
McDonald [Lunenburg], MeDonald [ Middlesex], 
Masson [Soulanges] Masson [Terrebonne], Meé- 
Dougall (Lanark), McDougall [Three Rivers], 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Mills, Moffatt, 
Morris,Morison, [Niagara], Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross 


[Champlain], Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ryan, [Montreal West], Savary, 
Seriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith [Selkirk}, 


Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White [Halton], White 
[East Hastings], Wilson, and Wood.—100, 


Mr. BODWELL’S amendment._was then 
put, and the yote resulted as follows; 
Yeas, 58; Nays, 87. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bourassa, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, Car- 
michael, Cartwright, Cheval, Coupal, Delormé 
Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, Fournier Galt 
[sir Alexander TJ, eoffrion} Godin, Holton, 

untingdon, Joly, Jones (Halifax), Jones (Leeds 
and Grenville), Killam, Macdonald 1Glen- 
garry], MacFarlane Mackenzie EN 
McDougall [Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew], et- 
calf, Mills, Morison (Victoria, 0.), Oliver, Pa 
quet, Pelletier, Pozer, Redford, Ross (Prince Ed> 
wara), Ross [Wellington, C.R.],Rymal,Scatcherd, 
Smith [Westmoreland], Snider, Stirton, Thomyp- 
soa (Ontario), Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, White 

Halton], Whitehead, Wood, Workman, Wright 
f York, Ontario, W.R.], and Young’—58. 

Nays—Messrs, Abbott, Archambeault, Aulf, 
Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burton, 
Cameron (Huron), Cameron tinverness], Cam 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier (Sir George EY, 
Cayley Chauveau, Costigan, Crawford [Brock+ 
ville} Crawford [Leeds], Daoust, Dobbie, Du- 
fresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Heath, Holmes, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, 
Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Lan-~ 

lois, Lapnm, Lawson, McDonald [Antigonish 

cDonald (Lunenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), 
Masson (Soulanges), Mineo Ciorrehae ne) Mee 
Dougall (Three Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, 
Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), 
O'Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope Pouliot? 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champ % Ross’ 
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(Dundas), Ryan (Montreal West), Savary, Seri- 
ver, Simard, Simpson, Smith [Selkirk], Stepnen- 
son, Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, 
Walsh, Webb, White (East Hastings) and 
Wilson—87. 

Mr, BLAKE moved in amendment to 
leave out all the words after ‘‘ that’’ and 
insert the following: The proposed terms 
of Union with British Columbia, provide 
for the payment by the Domimon of a 
yearly sum of $100,000, in perpetuity, equal 
to the capital sum of $2,000,000, for the 
cession of a tract of waste land on the 
route of the proposed Pacific Railway, to 
aid in its construction while any such land 
required for that purpose should be ceded 
without charge in like manner as the lands 
of the Dominion are to be ceded, and that 
the said resolutions be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, for the purpose of 
amending the same in accordance with this 
resolution. 


The amendment was put and the vote 
was as follows: Yeas, 59; Nays, 84. 


YEAS.—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bourassa, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, Car- 
michael, Cartwright, Cheval, Coupal, Delorme, 
Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Galt 
{Sir Alexander T.], Geofirion, Godin, Holton, 
Huntington, Joly, Jones [Halifax], Jones [Leeds 


and Grenville], Killam, Lawson, Macdonald 
{Glengarry ], cFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McDougall [Lanark,] McDougall 


[Renfrew], Metcalfe, Mills, Morison, [Victoria 
.], Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Redford, 
Ross [Prince Edward], Ross [Wellington, C. R. 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Smith [Westmoreland], 
Snider, Stirton, Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
White (Halton), Whitehead, Wood, Workman, 
Wright (York, Ontario, W.R.), ‘and Young.—49. 

Nays.—Messrs, Abbott, Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burton, Cameron (In- 
verness), Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier 
[sir George E.}, Cayley, Chauveau, Colby, Costi- 
gan Crawford [Brockville], Crawford [Leeds], 
Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, For- 
tin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, “Gibbs, 
Grant, Gray, Grover, Heath, Holmes, Hur- 
don, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, La- 
eerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, McDonald 
(Antigonish), McDonald [Lunenburg], McDonald 
{Middlesex}, Masson [Soulanges], Masson [Terre- 
bonne], McDougall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, 
McMillan, Merritt, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison 
[Niagara], O’Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], 
Ross [Dundas], Ryan [Montreal West], Savary, 
Seriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith (Selkirk), 
Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, 
Tapper, Walsh, Webb, White [Hast Hastings], 
Wilson and Wright [Ottawa County ].—84. 


The first, second, and third resolu- 
tions were carried. 


Hon Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
an address, embodying the said resolutions 
be presented to Her Majesty, and that a 
Select Committee, composed, of the Hon. 
Messrs, Tilley, Morris, Tupper, Chauveau, 
Messrs. Ferguson, Savary, and the mover be 
appointed to draft such address.—Carried. 


‘The Committee presented the draft ad- 
dress, which was received and read a first 
time, to be read a second time, at the next 
Session of the House. 

The House adjourned at 1:45, a.m. 


Mr. Blake. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Saturpay, April ], 1871. 
After routine, 


DOMINION CONSTRUCTION CO. 


Mr. CURRIER introduced a Bill to in- 
corporate the Dominion Construction Co. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of the Bill respecting In- 
surance companies. 


Mr. BLAKE objected to the measure, as 
limiting the class of securities to be de- 
posited with the Government. He also 
objected to establishing a system of in- 
spection. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS assured 
the hon. member that there was no disposi- 
tion to limit the class of securities, but, on 
the contrary, to relieve companies of the 
necessity of depositing cash with the Gov- 
ernment. 


The Bill was read a second time and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and 
Commerce. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
second reading of the Address te Her 
Majesty for the union of British Columbia 
with the Dominion. 


Mr. MACKENZIE did not propose to re- 
ply to the speeches of the hon. members 
opposite delivered last night. They ex- 
tended over a good space of time, but 
there was nothing in them. He merely 
wished to enter his protest against the ex- 
traordinary address now about to be read 
asecond time. He, therefore, moved the 
followmg: Resolved that this House, 
while willing to give its best consideration 
to any reasonable terms of union with Brit 
ish Columbia, is of opinion that the terms 
embodied 1m the said address are so unrea- 
sonable and unjust to Canada that this 
House should not agree thereto.”’ 


‘ Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he had not 
taken any part in the debates on this sub- 
ject so far. He had listened with mingied 
pain and pleasure to the speeches of hon. 
members. He had heard with pain old 
friends of Confederation opposing this — 
union movement. He defended the policy — 

of the Government at considerable length, 
arguing that everything conspired to favor 
the construction of tne Pacific railway. 


' While the United States had to contend 


against great natural difficulties in push- 
ing their railways to the Pacific, the terri- 


| tory through which the Canadian route 
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would lie, was of great natural fertility, 
and presented comparatively few engineer- 
ing difficulties to the construction of a 
pass 
Mountains 
2,000 feet lower than the best pass through 
that chain on American territory. The 


It 
the 


railway. 
through 


gave us a 
Rocky 


hon. member for Lambton had endeavor- 


ed to show that the route from Nippissing 


to Fort Garry was an almost impassable 
Wilderness. Only last session the hon. 
member had taken a very different view 
of the question and had stated that the 
very best route to the west lay through Ca- 
nadian territory North of Lakes Huron and 
Superior. 
say that he had heard anything to present 
the matter in a different light. There were 
then, all these favourable circumstances to 
aid this great enterprise, but in addition 
to all that, the route once opened would 
place Canton and Liverpool 1,000 miles 
nearer than by any other line of communi- 
cation that could be found. ‘The hon. 
member had pleaded for delay in 
order to submit this question to the peo- 
ple, but the hon, gentleman had taken 
the ground on a former occasion that Par- 
liament, representing the people, could 
act for them in a case like this. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said this was a very 
different matter. When the Confederation 
Scheme was first mooted he (Mr. Macken- 
zie) went before his constituents and pre. 
sented the matter to them in twenty 
speeches held in different parts of his con- 
stituency and told them that if they were 
not favourable to Confederation they might 
elect some one who would oppose it in 
Parliament, he would not. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER admitted that the 
honourable member for Lambton was an 
important member of the House, and 
honoured the intelligent electors who sent 
him to Parliament, but he did not repre- 
sent the whole people, and the Confedera. 


‘tion scheme was not submitted to the 


country generally. But this question had 
been submitted to the people of British 
Columbia and the terms had been accepted 
by them. It was not new tothe people 
of Canada. Six months ago the Toronto 
Globe had published the terms and they 
had appeared in other leading papers. No 
objections were urged against them that he 
had heard of, tillnow. Hedid not believe 
tke people were so wanting in intelligence 
that they would silently submit to terms 


which did not meet their 
approval without protesting against 
them. When a small question of 


duties came before this Parliament, the 
people who disapproved of them petition- 
ed against them, and the Press generally 
discussed the question very thoroughly. It 


[APRin 1, 1871.] 


The hon. gentleman could not | 
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was absurd, therefore, in the face of these 
facts to say that the people were taken by 
surprise on this question, or that the scheme 


met with their disapproval. But if this 
House had accepted the position which 


the hon. members of the opposi- 
tion wished to force the country 
}into, they would bring discredit 


on this country which would probably 
be fraught with consequences which might. 
be irreparable. The hon. member for 
Sherbrooke had raised a question as ta 
how far this enterprise lay within 
our means. The hon. member 
had done better justice to the position of 
the Dominion in a former speech in which 
he had depicted the prosperity which Con. 
federation had brought upon the country. 
It showed that the hon. member who 
first presented Confederation in a tangible: 
shape, in the year 1858, had spoken with 
prophetic zeal when he referred to it as. 
the great means of elevating them, not 
only in the political, but in the financia! 
and commercial scale. ‘The friends of 
Union might proudly point to the present 
position of the Dominion as irrefragable 
proof of the correctness of that statement. 
for the prophecy had been more than 
realized. The Confederation was but a 
movement of yesterday, and the result. 
already was a large surplus in the treasury 
after meeting all the Dominion engage~ 
ments that the necessities of the local Gov~ 
ernments required, and the Government. , 
of this Dominion could come down, and. 
not cnly point to the prosperity of every 
one of its component parts, but, at the 
same time, show that this Dominion had 
entered on a career of financial pros- 
perity hitherto unknown to Canada. 
If this had been the re~ 
sult in the past, what might 
we not expect in the future. Two 
years ago the hon. member for Sherbrooke, 
in his criticism on the budget speech, hac 
complained of what was not in it, rather 
than of what it did contain, and had said 
that some provision should “have been 
made for opening up the North West. He 
(Dr. Tupper) thought the Government 
deserved credit rather than censure for 
having adopted the suggestion (a laugh.) 
In reply to the vbjections of the hon. 
member for Lambton about the cost of the 
proposed railway, he referred to the fact 
that its construction would be undertaken 
by a private company. No one had dis- 
puted the necessity of providing means of 
communication with the North West in 
order to settle it, yet hon. gentlemen op- 
posite complained that large grants of land 
should be made to any company under- 
taking the construction of a railway. Yet 
it was only by means of a railway that the 
country could ever be settled, and the 
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Dominion could give infinitely better land | 
of his theory that Confederation had not 
| been very satisfactory. He saw no differ- 


for the purpose than the United States 
had oftered or could now offer to American 
companies. ‘The 
blocks of lands, which would be greatly 
enhanced in value through the construc- 
tion of this railway, would enable the 


Government to cover largely any 
outlay they should be called 
on to make. Confederation had 


changedthe whole story of financial de- 
ficit, and had enabled Parliament the 
other day, partly without our consent, 
to reduce the taxation of the country by 
$1,000,000—this, too, at a time when we 
were constructing the Intercolonial and 
other kindred works and preparing to im- 
prove the canal system of the country— 
without embarassing the Government. 


[Te believed, also, that if this railway were | 


onilt, the Northern Pacific road would 
ither be abandoned or become a_ branch 
the Canadian Pacific. It could never 
-ompete with our line, running as it did 
hreugh a much less fertile country than 
aur North West, and lying between our 
ine and the Central Pacific route. This 
anion was a question of such magnitude, 
when regarded in the light of the status it 
was going to give to this Dominion that it 
naturally tempted him to descant upon it. 
He believed God and nature had placed it 
in the power of this Parliament to take 
up this question and give us advantages 
4n connection with becoming the great 
highway of communication, not only across 
this continent, but between Europe and 
Asia. The Government would be recreant 
to their trust if they failed to meet the 
wishes of this country as expressed by 
the majority in this Parliament and carry 
this Union forward to a successful issue 
(cheers). 
Mr: SCATCHERD was surprised to find 
that in the debate on the present question 
‘there was less enthusiasm than was shown 


‘on the first scheme of Confederation, He | 


somplained ‘that only one party to this 
compact, the people of British Columbia 
had had an opportunity of pronouncing on 
this subject, while the greater party of the 
people of Canada had received no such op- 
portunity. Already we had the Intercol- 


onial Railway on our hands, for which we. 


had had to submit to increased expendi- 
ture and taxation. Yet we were told that 
a larger and more difficult work would not 
add to our burdens. A more monstrous and 
unreasonable proposition was never urged 
‘than that this vast 10ad could be built with- 
out increasing the burdens of the people. 
He held that Confederation so far had not 
proved the success predicted. In various 
sections there were jealousy, ill-feeling 
and discontent in relation to this Union, 
and three sections, Nova Scotia, Quebec 


Hen. Dr. Tupper. 
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reservation of large | 
| in 1865, and that of the minority now. The 
' conduct of the Government was as unrea- 
| sonable and arbitrarynow as then. He 
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and Manitoba might be cited in support 


ence between the position of the minority 


believed this scheme would but add to 
difficulties and taxation and to the burdens 
of the country, and that its ill effects would 
be ‘felt for 50 years. Holding these 


Opinions he would vote for the amend- 


ment. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said he was 
prepared and desirous to see this scheme of 
Confederation carried to a magnificent 
success, and that he was prepared 
to go quite as far as the hon, member for 
Cumberland, or indeed any one, in the 
great scheme of Confederation, but while 
he claimed credit for earnestly and sin- 
cerely entertaining the desire to consum- 
mate successfully that great scheme, he 
could not shut his eyes to the fact that, 
confederation was not a machine that 
would run without winding, but that it 
contained many details which from time 
to time required serious consideration. 
Whenthe Dominion Parliament had first 
assembled, the obligations of the country 
had been largely increased, and now all 
at once the whole debt of the country 
was to be doubled. Surely this was a seri- 
ous matter, and even the Hon. Minister of 
Militia had termed it a “big job’’ though 
he. had afterwards tried to make it appear 


a very little job. It was useless 
to say that the country would not 
be expected to accomplish 


impossibilities, and that no burden would 
be added to the people, for when they 
had entered intoa compact, they must 


| carry out their promise, and when they 


went to England to raise money they 
would find this obligation considered a 
charge on the credit of the country. Not- 
withstanding the glowing terms in which 
the grandeur of Confederation had been 
depicted, the fact still remained that the 
debt had first been increased fifty per cent. 
and now it was sought to be doubled. 
He maintained, however, that the measure 
of Confederation had been carried, not by 
the Government, but in consequence of 
the loyal respect of the people for the 
policy of the Imperial Government which 
was known to favor the scheme, and now 
the Government was breaking away if not 
from Imperial policy at least from Imperi- 
al aid, in proposing to carry out the work of 
communication alone and unassisted. If 
it had been the duty and the policy of the 
Imperiil Government to aid in the construc- 
tion of the Intercolonial Railway it was a 
hundred fold more their duty and policy to 
aid in the construction of the Pacific, and he 


_ evinced in their being no longer a defi- | 
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_ would ask the Government for what rea- 
_ sons they had absolved the Imperial Goy- 


ernment from all duties in the work of cons 
solidating British power on this continent. 
He referred to rumours which he said 


* had been circulated to the effect that the 


Government had been greatly influenced 
by the presence of Capitalists and Contrac- 
tors who were opposed to the Northern 
Pacific Railway, and who thought that if 
the Canadian Government would decide 
detinitely to construct the Canadian line, 
it would operate strongly against the 
Northern Pacific, and said he could not but 
think that those rumours had gained 
weight by the utterance of the President 
of the Council that if the Canadian line 
was constrncted the Northern Pacific would 
never get beyond Red River. That hon. 
gentleman had also urged as a reason for | 
hurry in this matter, that if they did not 
hasten to accept the terms propo-ed, Brit- 
ish Columbia might exact conditions still 
more difficult, but such an argument was 
absurd. British Columbia was a Crown } 
colony, and if it were really, the policy of the 
Imperial Government, to consolidate Brit- 
ish power on this continent, though every 
man in that colony might be in favor of 
annexation, their power to bring about 
such a result would be as light as a fea. 


ther, it would be as nothing. If ever the | 


British possessions on this Continent should 
become part of the United States, it could 
only be at the cannon’s mouth, and as the 


conseauence of the total ruin and prostra- , 
tion of British power on this continent. | 


The same reason for hurry had been urged 
in the discussion on Confederation, and he 
very much deprecated it as tending very | 
much to unsettle the minds of the people. | 
These great questions should be discussed | 
solely on their merits without the fulmina- | 
tion of insincerities in regard to alterna- | 
tives that might ensue in case of the | 
scheme being rejected. He had no doubt 

that many, hon. gentlemen, had been writ- | 
ing to their constituents speaking of the 
wonderful benefits of Confederation as | 


ciency in the revenue, but a surplus of, 
two millions, and he could not but commi- 
serate them in having now to write that ' 
that surplus of two millions had disappear- | 
ed to be replaced by a debt of one hun. | 
dred millions. 

Mr. RYMAL had hoped that the Govern- 
ment would have been forced to explain 
in what way the money for the railway ' 
was to be raised. He ventured to say that 
the Minister of Finance was not properly 
performing the functions of his office, in fail- 
ing to explain fully the financial aspect of 
the matter. He feared nothing he could 
say would change one single vote, but he 
was convinced that if the question had 
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been one of policy and not of party, the 
resoluuions would never have been carried. 
Richelieu had said that many persons who, 
as private members might be saved, were 
in great danger of being damned for hay- 
ing wandered into public life, and if 
Richelieu had lived in these days and 
uttered those words, he (Mr. Rymal) would 
have been quite sure that his eyes were 
fixed on the gentlemen of the Canadian 
Government, 


Mr. THOMPSON (Ontario) desired to ex- 
plain why he should support the amend- 
ment, which was because no explanation 
had even been attempted as to how ge 
large a debt as that proposed could be in- 
curred without crippling most seriously 
the resources of the country. 


Mr. MACKENZIE’S amendment was 
then put with the following result: Yeas, 


168; Nays, 86. 


Yuas.—Messrs. Anglin, Béehard, Bert. 
rand, Blake, Bodwell Bolton, Bowman, 
Brown, Burpee, Cameron 
tHuron], Carmichael, Cartwright, Cheval, 
Chipman, Coupal, Dolorme [St. Hyacinthe], 
Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, . 
Galt [Sir Alexander T.], Godin, Hagar, 
Hoiton, Huntington, Joly, Jones, Halifax], 
Kempt, Killam, Macdonald [Glengarry], 
MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McCallum, 
McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], Mc- 
Dougall [Renfew], McMonies, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morrison [Victoria O.], Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Redford, 
Ross [ Prince Edward], Ross [ Victoria, N,8.], 
Ross [Wellington, C. R.], Rymal, 
Scatcherd, Smith [Westmoreland], Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson [Haldimand], Thomp- 
son [Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
White [Halton], Whitehead, Wood, Work- 
man, Wright [York, Ontario, W. R.], and 
Young.—68 

Nays.—Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, 
Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bowell, Brown, Burton, Cameron, 
[Inverness], Campbell, Carling. Caron, 
Cartier [Sir George E.) Cayley, Chauvean, 
Colby, Costigan, Crawford [Brockville], 
Crawford [Leeds], Currier, Daoust, Dobbie, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, ie 
Grey, Grover, Hincks [Sir Francis}, 
Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirk- 
patrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDonald [Anti- 
gonish], McDonald [Lunenburg], McDonald 
[Middlesex], Masson [Soulanges], Masson 
[Terrebonne], McDougall (Three Rivers), 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Moffat, 
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, 
O’Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Pouliot, Renaud, Ross (Champlain), Ryan 
(King’s, N. B.), Ryan (Montreal West), 
Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith 
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(Selkirk), Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, ; amendment of the hon. member for Sher- 


Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, 
White (East Hastings), Willson, and 
Wright (Ottawa County).—86. 

On the amendment being declared lost. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT rose and said, it 
might be considered that the address was 
practically carried, but he desired before 
the final passage, to place on record 


an explanation of the terms un- 
der which the address was 
understood to be _ adopted. The 


Government had stated asa reason why 
these terms should be accepted, that it 
was not their intention to undertake the 
whole cost of the railway out of the money 
reserves of the Dominion. but that they 
proposed to doit through the interven- 
tion of companies to whom they would be 
prepared to give subsidies of land and 
money, and further that this was the un- 
derstanding between themselves and the 
delegates from British Columba. He 
therefore moved :—That the said address 
be not now read a second time, but that, 
it be read a second time on Monday, and 
that meantime, it be- resolved in accep- 
ting the terms of the Union with British 
Columbia, that this House understands that 
the engagemen®for the construction of 
the Pacific Railway within ten years, is 
subject to the understanding had between 
the Government of the Dominion, and the 
Commissioners from British Columbia 
that the said railway should be 
constructed through the medium of 
private companies receiving subsidies 
ia money and land, and = that 
it was not intended to pledge the Domin- 
ion beyond the obligation of its money re- 
sources to the loyal and earnest pyosecu- 
tion of the work, without entailing undue 
snd excessive burdens on the country. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER said this 
amendment was equally objectionable with 
the others that had been moved to prevent 
the passing of the address, and he would 
announce to the House, and to the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke, that the Govern- 
ment intended and determined that this 
great railway should be carried out by com- 
panies, and. not by the Goverament,. and 
through the means principally of land 
grants and small money subsidies; and 
further that early in the ensuing week, the 
(rovernment would place before the House 
a resolution by which to take the sense of 
the House with regard to the manner in 
which that Railway should be built, and 
he might announce beforehand that the 
determination of the Government was that, 
when the sense of the House had been so 
daken, they would carry it out more pru- 


ee Ee 


brooke. 


' Mr. MACKENZIE said that the terms of 
the amendment were so general that he 
was not prepared to vote for it. 


Mr. BLAKE said he must oppose the 
amendment not only for the reason named 
by the hon. member for Lambton, but be- 
cause he considered that no action of the 
House could put an interpretation on the 
terms of the resolutions other than those 
they literally contained. 


Mr. BOWELL said his great objection to 
the amendment was that it did not go far 
enough for it would not prevent the Goy- 
ernment from carrying on the Railway 
after its construction. 


The amendment was lost, the vote being - 
—Yeas, 7; Nays, 126. 

Yuas.—-Messrs. Gartwright, Galt (Sir 
Alexander T.), Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lang- 
lois, McFarlane and Pope.—7. 


Nays.—-Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Ault, Baker, Beaty, Beaubien, Bechard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Blake, Blanchet, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, 
Bown, Brousseau, Brown, Burton, 
Cameron (Huron), Campbell, Carling, 
Caron, Cartier (Sir George E.), Cayley, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Chipman, Colby, Costi- 
gan, Coupal, Crawford, (Brockville), Craw- 
ford (Leeds), Currier, Daoust, Delorme, 
(St. Hyacinthe), Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, 


Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortier, 
Fortin, Fournier, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grey, Grover, 


Hagar, Hincks (Sir Francis). Holton, Hur- 
don, Irvine, Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Kempt, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Littie, 
Macdonald (Glengarry), McDonald (Anti- 
gonish), McDonald (Lunenburg), McDonald 
(Middlesex), Mackenzie, Magill, Masson 
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), Mc- 
Dougall (Renfrew), McDougall (Three 
Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, McMonices, 
Merritt, Mills, Moffatt, Morris, Morison, 
(Victoria, O.), Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, 
O’Connor, Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, 
Pickard, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Renaud, 
Ross (Champlain), Ross (Prince Edward), 
Ross (Wellington, C.R.), Ryan (King’s, N. 
B.), Ryan (Montreal West), Savary, 
Scatcherd, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith 
(Selkirk), Smith (Westmoreland), Snider, 
Stephenson, Stirton, Street, Sylvain, 


‘Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson (On- 


tario), Tilley, Tourangeau, ‘Tremblay, Tup- 
per, Walsh, Webb, Wells, White (Halton), 
White (East Hastings), Willson and Young 


| 126. 


tently with regard to the Exchequer of | 


he country than was proposed in the | 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


{ 


The main motion was then carried and 
the address read a second time, and on the 
motion of 


Hon: Sir GEO. E. CARTIER, the ad- 
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dress was ordered to be engrossed, and a 
motion foran address to His Excellency, 
praying His Excellency to transmit the ad. 
dress to Her Majesty the Queen was car- 
ried ; the address to His Excellency was 
ordered to be engrossed, and to be pre- 
sented by such members of the House as 
belonged to the Privy Council, 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 


Montreal 


AFTER RECESS. 


The following Private and Local Bills 
were read a second and third time and 
passed :— 


An Act to comprise in one Act the 
financial affairs of the Great Western Rail. 
way Company, as amended by the Standing 
Committee on Railways, Canals and Tele- 
graph lines. 

An Act concerning the Vaudreuil Rail. 
way Company, as amended by Standing 
Committee on Railways, Canals and Tele. 
graph lines. 

An Act to incorporate the Metropolitan 
Bank, as amended by Standing Committee 
on Banking and Commerce. 


An Act to incorporate the Western 
Bank, as amended by Standing Committee 
on Banking and Commerce, 


On the motion of Hon. Sir F. HINCKS to 
g0 into Committee of Supply, 


MONTREAL WAREHOUSING COMPANY. 


Hon, Mr. HOLIVON called the attention 
of the Government to the manner in 
which a certain parcel of land belonging to 
the Dominion was leased to the Montreal 
Warehousing Company. The history of 
the land was this: In 1865 Government 
purchased from private parties in Montre- 
al a lot of land adjoining the Canal basin, 
on the recommendation of Mr. Allan, for 
the purpose of increasing the wharfage 
and shed accommodation there. For this 
lot the Government paid the sum of $25,- 
000. The Warehousing Co., through Mr. 
Brydges, made application to Government 
for the purchase of the lot subsequent to 
Confederation of the Provinces, but on the 
advice of the officers of the Public Works 
Department, the. Government refused to 
sell it. On the 19th July, 1870, the Hon. 
the Minister of Militia, in the absence of 
the Minister of Public Works, and acting 
for that Minister, reported to the Council 
in ‘avor.of granting the lease. of this lot 
to the Warehousing Conipany for 
aterm of 2] years at an annual rental of 
$700, that being considered less than sim- 
ple interest on one half the cost. This re- 
port was made to the Privy Council with- 
out being supported by any of the pro- 
fessional gentlemen connected with -the 
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Department. One of the conditions, how. 
ever, was that the Government might re- 
sume possession of the property on giving 
three month’s notice, on condition of 
paying for any building that might be 
erected thereon subsequent to the lease 
of the property. ’ He, therefore, moved 
an amendment to the motion to go into 
Committee of Supply, reciting the facts 
above stated, and resolving “that this 
House is of opinion that it is the duty of 
this Government to take immediate steps 
to resume possession for public uses, of 
said lot of ground.” 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he would take 
the full responsibility of the transaction 
on himself. He had no desire to shield 
himself behind the Minister of Militia in 
this matter. The action in the matter was 
taken while he (Mr. Langevin) was ab- 
sent, but it was with his entire ap- 
proval, What he had to complain of was 
that the hon. member for Chateauguay had 


Warehousing Co. 


; not gone farther back in the history of this 


affair. The hon. member knew quite well 
that in order to arrive at the true position 
of affairs, it was necessary to go back 
farther than 1865. In 1851 the Govern- 
ment of the day offered for sale by public 
auction a number of lots on the Lachine 
Canal basin. Some of these lots were pur- 
chased by Messrs. Hooker and Holton, and 
three by the Hon. John Young. A few 
years afterwards Messrs. Hooker and 
Holton sold their lots to Hon. John Young 


| for four thousand pounds, making a very 


handsome profit by the transaction. The 
action of the Government at that time 
met the approval of the hon. gentleman, 
and was a very nice transaction for him. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON felt that he must in- 
terrupt the hon. gentleman. He strongly 
disapproved of the sale of those lots by 
the Government in 1851 as a matter of 
public policy, but he attended the sale 
and purchased the lots as a merchant doing 
business in Montreal. He invested in 
them as a good speculation. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN was prepared to 
show the hon. member his opinion about 
the sale ofthose lots. At the time they 
were sold the Government still retained 
possession of all that land within 70 feet of 
the Canal basin, It was then felt that 1t 
was avery great inconvenience that ware- 
houses should be 70 feet back from the 
wharf, and a great deal of pressure was 
brought to bear upon the Department of 
Public Works—not to induce them to 
save the lands for public purposes, not on 
the plea that it would benefit the country, 
but with a view to induce the Government 
to sell alittle more land, to give up all 
the land on this side of the Canal basin 
within ten feet of the wharf. An applica- 
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tion to the foregoing effect was made by 
the Hon. John Young in 1854. That gen- 
tleman now agreed with the hon. member 
for Chateauguay that the land should not 
be sold, but in 1854 he applied to the Gov- 
ernment to purchase that same land which 
the Montreal Warehousing Company now 
asked for, a company incorporated by the 
Parliament, the preamble of whose Act of 
incorporation sets forth that the ware— 
houses to be erected were for public pur- 
poses. ‘he application submitted by the 
Hon. John Young made it appear that the 
wharfage accommodation would be im- 
proved by the erection of warehouses there, 
and that ro inconvenience to the public 
could result. But tee Hon. John Young, 
in sending that application, sent with it 
a certificate signed by Mr. Luther Holton 
and a large number of influentiai mer- 
chants and forwarders cof Montreal highly 
approving of the scheme. His hon. friend 
in May 1859 thought that this whole 
ground should be covered with warehouses 
owned by his friend, the Hon. John 
Young, but in 1870 he found that the 


same land should not be occupied by the | 


Montreal Warehousing Company. He (Mr. 
Langevin) thought he would be able to 
show the hon. gentleman’s opinions 
had changed. Moreover, the Mon- 
treal Board of Trade at the same date 
(1859) passed resolutions which were 
adopted unanimously, by which they de- 
clared their opinion that the property 
then in the hands of the Hon Mr. Young, 
and now in those of the Montreal Ware- 
housing Company, should be covered by 
warehouses, the trade requiring that ac- 
commodation. He went on to show that 
the property leased for 21 years to the 
Montreal Warehousing Company, could not 
be expected to yield a larger rent than 
$700 per annum, when coupled with the 
rent were the following conditions, viz. : 
Phat at any time the Government could 
resume possession of the property on 
giving three month's notice, und that the 
wharf was to be free to all parties, and 
the front of the wharf should 
not be occupied to the exclusion of 
vessels belonging to third parties, 
which would have the right to trade 
and unload there without hindrance. 
The hon. member for Chateauguay had 
said that this property should not have been 
leased because Mr. Page recommended 
that it should not be leased. In matters, 
of engineering the Government abode by 
the recommendations of the chief engineer, 
but in matters affecting trade they prefer- 
red to act with the approval of such un- 
deniably good authorities as the forwarders 
of Montreal, the Montreal Board of Trade 
and the now hon, member for Chateau- 
guay. 
Hon. Mr. Langevin. 


(COMMONS, | 


| gentleman to order. 


| member had said was correct. 
explanations, he contended that Govern- 
/ment were subsequently obliged to buy 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON— Recommendations 
made twelve years ago. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—What was good 
twelve years ago held good now. Mr. 
Page objected to the leasing of this pro- 
perty because the wharf should be open 
to the public. The Order in Council re- 
served the right to the public to come to 
that wharf, to load and unload vessels 
there, and keep open fifteen feet back 
trom the wharf so that carts might pass 
with freight. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The street is not 
there, it is built over. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—There never was 
a street there. The hon. member, as & 
citizen of Montreal, knew what steps he 
ought to take in the matter. ‘The hon. 
gentleman complained that the price was 
too low. In 1856 the property was sold 
for four thousnad pounds, and the hon. 
gentleman knew that when in 1859 he 
endeavored to induce the Government to 
sell that land he was endeavoring to protect 
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| his own mortgage. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON--I will call the hon. 
Since 1854, when I 
sold out my interest on that property to Mr. 
Hooker, I had no interest in that lanc. 
The hon. member should not make ac- 


_cusations ; they are ungentlemanly. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN could not do 
otherwise than admit that what the hon. 
After some 


back that property purchased by the Hon. 


| John Young to protect themselves. They 


held a mortgage on the property amount- 
ing to eighteen or twenty thousand dollars, 
—he thought the latter was the correct 


figure. The property was purchased at a 


rate higher than its actual value. He pro- 


; ceeded to quote the prices paid for pro- 


perty in proof of what he had said, and 
showed that land in the immediate vicinity, 
notably that on which Mr. Young’s elevat- 
ing warehouse was situated and the 
Seminary property at the corner, had been 
soldat 30 to 36 cents a foot after deducting 
the price of the buildings. The rental 
paid by the Montreal Warehousing Com- 
pany afforded, therefore, a fair rate of inter- 
est on the value of the property. The hon, 
gentleman explained that the property 
had not been put up for public competi- 
tion. The principle had been established 
by other governments that property on 
the Lachine and other canals might be 
sold on valuation. He cited instances of 
such transactions, which had taken place 
while the hon. members for Hochelaga and 
Chateauguay were members of the Cabinet. 
The hor. member spoke very highly of 


{ that lot of land. The fact was however, 
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_ that it had never been put to any use. 
The Government had leased it to the 
Montreal Warehousing Company at $700 
per annum, which was so much in the 
Treasury. Besides that the Warehousing 
Company was erecting large warehouses, 
which would afford three times the accom- 
modation which tie mere wharf would 
have done. With these statements he left 
the matter in the hands of the House. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
principle advanced by the member for 
Uhateauguay, was that the Government 
should always sell its property by public 
auction, but that was not the principle of 
the Government, nor was it desirable that 
it should be. The transaction had been 
termed a sale, but it was not a sale, many 
applications had been made to Govern- 
ment to purchase the land, but they were 
refused ; but afterwards, a Company was 
formed to carry on the business of ware- 
housing, and the property was leased, not 
sold, with a view merely to meet the 
wants of the increasing trade of Montreal, 
on the condition that if the land was 
required for public uses, the Company 
should relinquish it after three monthg 
notice, and, of course, the same money 
would not be paid for the land on such a 
condition, as if it had been an absolute 
sale. The motion proposed that the Goyv- 
ernment should resume the property, and 
it had been stated that buildings had been 
erected, and, therefore, if the property 
were resumed, the Government would 
have to pay the value of those buildings, 
an expenditure for which there was no 
appropriation, and the Government could 
not assent to this proceeding merely to 
please the hon. member for Chateauguay. 

Mr. WORKMAN maintained that a 21 
years’ lease was equivalent toa sale—and 
if there was a power of resumption, that 
power should be exercised. 


Hon. Mr. DORION complained that any 


sale should be made contrary to the advice ' 


of the Chief Engineer of the Department 
of Public Works, and that it should have 
been effected privately—and said the tran- 
saction might be considered a sale as the 
Government could not resume possession, 
except under penalty of paying the value 
ofany buildings that might be erected. He 
hoped the Government would be forced to 
accept the motion and resume 
possession of the property. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Engineer’s 
report should not have been asked for if 
it was not to be acted upon. The matter 
not only affected the merchants of Mon- 
treal but the producers of the Wesi, and 
the whole matter could only be regarded 
as a ‘‘job,”’ The property was certainly 
sold for twenty-one years. 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said it had been 
tried to be shown that the lease was a sale, 
but such was not the case, for the Govern- 
ment could resume possession at any time 
on three months’ notice, and it was also 
provided that any buildings erected should 
be either stone or brick, and that the 
wharf property in front should be open 
to public use. The Company had taken a 
lease of the property for warehousing as 
well, as Mr. L. H. Holton, who is now the 
hon. member for Chateauguay, and the 
Board of Trade had urged that that very 
property should be improved for that pur- 
pose, and, therefore, the wishes of the 
Board of ‘l'rade had been carried out. If 
more accommodation was necessary there 
was plenty of available ground in the im- 
mediate vicinity, and that ground belonged 
to the Government. 


Mr. BLAKE opposed the action of the 
Government, and said they had shown no 
cause why the redemption clause, which 
they admitted, should not be acted on. 


The amendment was put and the vote 
was: Yeas, 38; nays, 59. 


YEAS—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bowman, Carmichael, Cheval, De- 
lorme, Dorion, Fortier, Fournier, Holton, Hunt- 
ington, Joly, Jones [Halifax], Kempt, Killam, 
MacKenzie, McDougall [Renfrew], Milis, Mori- 
son, [Victoria, O.], Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Po- 
zer, Redford, Ross [Prince Edwara], Ross [Wel- 


lington, C.R.], Ryan Montreal West Rymail, 


Rcatcherd, Stirton, Thompson [Haldimand] 
White [Halton], Whitehead, Workman, and 
Young.—38s. 


NAYS.—Messrs, Archambeault, Beaubien, Bel- 
lerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Burton, Cam- 
eron (Lnverness), Campbell, Carling, Caron, Car- 
tier (Sir George E.], Cayley, Costigan, Crawford 
[Leeds], Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, 
Grover, Hincks |Sir Francis], Jackson, Keeler, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Little, Mas- 
son, [Soulanges], McCallum, McDougall [Three 
Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], Perry, Pinsonneault, Pou- 
liot, Ray, Renaud, Ross [Champlain], Savary, 
Simard, Simpson, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, 
To wangeaa, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, and Whité 
[last Hastings],.—959. 


OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


Mr. BLAKE called attention to a report 
that Mr. Daly, one of the Census Uom- 
missioners, when visiting a place in the 
West—in his (Mr. Blake’s) constituency 
—used all his influence to induce an 
enumerator to vote for the one who was 
called the Government supporter, and 
that in consequence of having refused 
do so was refused his appointment. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN had not the slight- 
est knowledge of the matter. 

Hon. Mr. DORION thought the officers 
who had been guilty of such interferences 
should be at once dismissed, 

Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said that the 
Hon. Mr. Dorion, when a candidate for 
Soulanges, had himself afterwards dismiss- 
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ed gentlemen who had refused to vote for 
him. i 

Hon. Mr. DORION denied the state- 
ment. } 

Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that in Nova 
Scotia they were quite used to this sort of 
interference. At the first election for the 
Dominion the Customs officials had been 
expressely directed ‘to vote for the Union 
candidate, and the same thing had been 
done in the late election for the Local Legis- 
lature,—and many officials had been. re- 
moved for their voting wrongly,—and he 
was surprised therefore that those in On- 
tario should think so much of a single 
instance. He added that the Postmaster 
at. Guysboro’ had ‘been dismissed for a 
similar reason. He also said that. the 
enumerators recommended by the Halifax 


members had not been appointed, but. 
those who were Government supporters 


were appointed in their place. 


Mr. CAMPBELL dared the member for 
Halifax tostate the real reason why the 
Postmaster at Guysboro’ had been dis- 
missed. Jt had no connection with the 
late election, but was for malpractices in 
connection with his office. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said he had received 
a telegram asking him to instruct the Cus- 
toms Officials to vote for the Union candi- 
dates at the time referred to, to which he 
had replied that he could in no way infiu- 
ence his officers, but should be pleased if 
they could see their way to vote for the 
Union candidates. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that in the case 
of the list of enumerators that had, been 
sent in, referred to by the member for 
Halifax, it was found that the recommenda- 
tions were entirely of partizans opposed to 
the Government, and all that had been 
done was that half the recommendations 
had not been acted on. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said that it 
was well known how Government patronage 
was abused, and no one, who was in a Gov- 
ernment position, had any right to inter- 
fere in election matters, unless they 
expected to be turned out of their offices 
on another Government coming into power. 
He was afraid they were fast verging 
towards the corrupt system existing in 
America. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that considering 
the Census appointments outside the usual 
Government patronage, he had made 
recommendations, which, in the majority 
of cases, had been carried out. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN had written the Min- 


ister of Agriculture to ask whether he | 
| tunity of hearing a great deal of discus- 


desired any information or advice in the 
matter of the Census appointments, and 
had received the answer that though the 


Mr, Masson. 


Official Interference . [COMMONS,] 


T72 


Minister would be delighted.to receive any 
advice or information, he. would not feel 
bound to act.on.it. . He made similar com- 
plaints of officers being dismissed for their 
political actions;)) .;. Ls 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN replied:as to the rea- 
son of the dismissals:referred to. 

The House’ went into ‘Committee, ‘and it 
being 12 o’clock, immediately rose and the 
House adjourned. 


in Eleetions. 


THE SENATE. 


Monpay, April 3rd, 1871. 


‘The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o’clock. 


ROUTINE. 


Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, from the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Commerce and Rail- 
ways, reported the following Bills : 


‘* An Act to incorporate the Ontario and 
Quebec Railway Company,’’ with amend- 
ments. The report was adopted, and the 
Bill read a third time. 


‘An Act to incorporate the Montreal 
and City of Ottawa Junction Railway Com- 
pany, with amendments.' The report was 
adopted, and the Bill read a third time. 

Hon.Mr. SANBORN presented the eighth 
report of Committee on Standing Orders 
and Private Bills. The Committee report- 
ed.up the Billi respecting the incorporated 
village of Trenton with amendments. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN opposed the third 


reading of the Bilfon the grounds that the 


Bill was of a local and private nature, and 
not cognizable by this. Parliament under 
the British North America Act. He con- 


tended that subjects of such a nature were 


properly dealt with by the local legislature 
where members had a knowledge of the 
localities to which they applied, which was 
not the case when brought’before Parlia- 
ment. on 

The Bill was ordered to be printed and 
taken up for third reading on the follow- 
ing day. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Fion. Mr. CAMPBELL then rose and 
proposed the Resolutions providing 
for the admission of British Columbia into 
the Union with the following speech: In 
bringing the subject.before the House, lam 
quite aware that hon. gentlemen have not 
only studied it, but have had an oppor- 


sion on the question in the House of Com- 
mons and reading many articles in the 
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public press. Still, I think we may very 
well consider, before going into details, 
the general importance of.the question 
and the magnitude of the interests involv- 
ed in the passage of the resolutions. Ido 
not for one moment shut) my eyes: to the 
amount of the undertaking which the Do- 
mnion will necessarily have. to: perform, 
But all those who took part in the original 
framing of Confederation—all those who 
have since given their acquiescence to the 
project—have constantly had before them 
this ulterior object, they have desired to 
see the Provinces and Colonies. constitut- 
ing British America united into one great 
country stretching'from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. This is shown not only by the 
debates which took place at the Confer- 
ence at Quebec but also in adirect and 
authoritative way by the resolutions which 
were the  resuit of the conference. 
It is shown also by the language which’ is 
used in the British North America Act of 
1867—the constitutional Act of this coun. 


[APRin 3, 1871.] 


T74 


ish America is desirable. N ow, leaving the 
general question—the importance of the 
interests involved and the necessity of 
Union as respects the development of the 
resources of the Confederation, I may pro- 
ceed to consider the, terms on which the 
Union. is to be.,effected, The general 
scheme involyes three propositions. which 
form the. chief;;subjects. of discussion. 
These. propositions,.-on which grave doubts 
appear to have arisen in the mindsof some 
gentlemen, refer to the representation of 
British Columbia, the nature of the finan- 
cial arrangements apart trom the railway, 
and the question of the railway itself. As 
respects the first, the question of represen- 
tation, it.has. been objected that the 
scheme provides for a representation in 
Parliament beyond what.we now enjoy in 
Canada, I suppose that almost every one, 
whatever his views may be, will agree that 
the rule of representation by population, 
cannot be fairly applied to a new territory. 
If we applied that rule to Manitoba, it 
would be left without any Parliamentary 


Columbia. 


representation ; and, therefore, it must be 
admitted that, in considering the case of a 


: yatthis time. From these facts it will 
beseen that the idea of developing her 
sparsely settled country, we must provide 


Majesty’s dominions on this continent by 
_ the union of all British America, has 


been certainly kept in view. . Both those 
who advocated union originally and those 
who have now on account of its adoption 
given their assent to it, have been and are 
still of the opinion that-we should stretch 
our dominions across. to the Pacific and 
endeavour to form one country under one 
Parliament, as the only way of maintaining 


on the continent those. institutions. and I 


that form of Government which we believe 
to.be the best calculated to promote. our 
happiness, and_ prosperity. Le 
then, be denied that. the admission. of 
British’ Columbia isan essential. part of 
the scheme of Confederation, and without 
it we could not look for the full de- 
velopment of) the political, material 
and. industrial advantages . which are 
expected to result from the consolidation 
of the whole of: the British American pos- 
sessions under one Parliament and Govern- 
ment. I have noticed on several occasions 
that.even those who occupy @ very promi- 
nent position in another place,and hare 
taken ground against these resolutions, have 
generally admitted that a railway is an 
essential part of the scheme, and that it 
should be built as soon as the resources of 
the country will permit. More than that, 
I haye not read. anywhere in the public 
press, during the last three months, during 
which the: subject has been before the 
country, the statement of the proposition, 


that a Union with British Columbia 
is undesirable. Therefore, . we may 
be allowed ._—_ to assume that 


there is a prevalent sentiment throughout 


British America that the Union of all Brit- : 


It » cannot, 4 
/of the Parliament of Canada, as well as 


land. 
, Newfoundland, to whom we would have 


arbitrarily for the representation, as was 
done in the case of the new Province in 
the North West. We gaye, to Manitoba, 
with its population of 12,000, a representa. 
tion of four, members in the House of 
Commons, and of two. representatives in the 
Senate ; for we had to consider not merely 
the existing .state of the country, but to 
look forward to the.time, not far distant, 
when there would be a large and ener- 
getic population settled within its borders. 
This principle was,affirmed by both Houses 


by the Government and Parliament of Eng- 
It was also affirmed with respect to 


given a representation in advance of their 
population at the time ; and, therefore, it 
was only just that we should apply the 
same rule to British Columbia. The popu- 


| lation of that ‘colony—supposing it to be 


as I stated it the other day—is composed 
of some 15,000 or 16,000 whites, some 1,000 
Chinese, and 40,000 or 45,000 Indians. It 
is, however, a mistake to suppose that the 


Indian population is always left out in the 


consideration of the representation for the 
several Provinces. In the census which is 
now being taken the Indian population 
will be counted in every part ef the Domin- 
ion, and will likely form an element in the 
adjustment of the representation. In the 
case of British Columbia, the ordinary 
rule respecting representation would have 
given her only one representative at the 
most, and no one can say that would 
satisfy her people. I think. too, we 
should bear in mind that that representa- 
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tion of six members wili be the maximum 
until the next census. 


Hon. Mr. LETXLLIER DE ST. JUST— 
Is there a minimum ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—That is the fix- 
ed number. We look forward to the 
time —as I am sure ail must do—when there 
will be a large population in British Colum. 
bia, this representation will be found ten 
years hence to have been based on equit- 
able principles. I nowcome to the second 
proposition, and that is the money ar- 
rangements outside of the railway. Ido 
not apprehend, so far as I have been able 
to follow public opinion, that there has 
been any serious objection urged to these 
arrangements. It is certainly noteworthy 
that these resolutions were published in 
the newspapers three months ago, without 
evoking any opposition, or shewing that 
they were framed contrary to public 
feeling. Honorable gentlemen, in consid- 
ering the financial terms, must remember 
that it is not only necessary to take into 
account the amount granted, but the sum 
necessary to meet the necessities of Brit- 
ish Columbia. It is proposed in these re- 
solutions, to take from British Columbia, 
the revenue which she now derives from 
Customs, Excise, and port and harbour 
dues, which amounted, during the last 
year, to $323,500, then there is the amount 
of postage which I put down at $14,000; 
also the sum which is now derived from 
steamers, $26,000. Upon the calculation 
which has been placed in my hand, and 
which I believe to be correct, the revenue 
derived from British Columbia will be 
$363,500. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLER DE ST. JUST—1} 
see an item, page 9 of the return, in refer- 
ence to the steamer Douglas. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—That item re- 
fers to the amount received for passenger 
traffic by a vessel called the Douglas, 
which is now being run for mail purposes, 
and which amount would to a certain ex- 
tent accrue tothe Dominion. In taking 
the Customs Duties, we must bear in mind 
that we obtain the most available and cer- 
tain source of revenue to a new and 
sparsely settled country. On the other 
side of the account, we find the interest on 
the debt $100,000; the subsidy in support 
of the Government $35,000, and the amount 
of 80 cents per head of a population of 
60,000—or $48,000. An attempt has been 
made by an hon. friend of mine, who is in 
@ position to forma good opinion of the 
probable charges of Governor, Judiciary, 
and Pensions list, and he puts it down 
at $30,000. The expenses connected with 
the collection of customs may be estimated 
at $15,000; mail, steam and telegraph de- 
partment, $63,800; light houses, $9,500; 
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militia and geological surveys, $25,000 ; 
hospitals $10,000. The total of these 
amounts would give $336,300 as the sum 
of the various charges against the Domini- 
on. My hon. friend from St. John (Hon. 
Mr. Hazen), the other day, called atten- 
tion to the guarantee for the dock at Esqui- 
mault. The amount which we are asked to 
guarantee, is $100,000, which would be, at 
tive per cent., $25,000 for ten years. Add- 
ing this sum to the $336,300,we have $361,- 
00U. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—Is that strictly a 
guarantee, for which British Columbia will 
remain reliable ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It is strictly a 
guarantee. | have already shown you 
that the amount we are to derive from 
British Columbia is $363,500, and the 
amount we are to pay her, is $361,000—a 
very insignificant difference certainly. In 
the latter amount, too, I have included 
the interest on the dock guarantee which 
cannot remain long a liability—that public 
work must pay at least the interest on the 
cost of construction, sooner or later. Now, 
I come to that item which provides that 
the Dominion Government agree to pay 
British Columbia the sum of $100,000, in 


consideration of the land alongside 
the railway. It will be remembered 
that, in case of Newfoundland 


we agreed to give her $150,000 per annum 
for land for ever. It was not believed in 
that case, nor is it in this, that the land 
would yield any revenue equal to that sum, 
but it was valuable in many respects, and 
it was felt necessary to assist New- 
foundland beyond the 80 cents per head 
of population. Looking at the statement 
of the sums the Local Government of 
British Columbia will have to provide for, 
we find that it amounts to $212,000— 
every item appears to be very carefully, 
even frugally considered. Then they 
have a British local revenue left them 
by the Dominion, put down at $15l,- 
000. Assuming that the calculation 
of their expenses is very moderate, 
then we come to what they have to meet 
them. The 80 cents per head would 
be $48,000; the subsidy would be $35,000; 
the balance of interest on debt not in. 
curred, $25,000. ‘That would give a total 
of $259,000 against an actual existing ex- 
penditure of $212,000 which is quite 
irrespective of the new Legislation and 
other kindred expenses which will in their 
new state devolve upon them. It 
must be remembered that in making an 
arrangement with a country like this, 
sparsely populated and with large boun- 
daries, provision must be made for inter- 
nal development and in any union we 
must make it satisfactory to the people of 


a 
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that country as well as to ourselves. Look- 


_ ing, therefore, at the whole state of the 


case, there would only remain to British 
Columbia $100,000, which we propose to 
give her for the land she agrees to cede to 
_ the Dominion on the line of railway. Sure- 
ly that cannot be considered an unreason 
able arrangement; in fact, I have 
net heard any one say so. 
In Ontario, it is expected that alternate 
sections of 20 miles will be given for the 
construction of the road whereas British 
Columbia gives a continuous grant of 20 
miles on each side. Therefore, the quan- 
tity of land given by that colony is twofold, 
that to be given by Ontario and Manitoba. 
Therefore. the item respecting the land 
can be defended successfully with respect 
to the necessities and requirements of 
the country, and in a lesser degree by the 
cession of the land itself which the Domi- 
nion is to receive. We now come to the 
portion of the arrangement which the 
House, no doubt, considers the most seri- 
ous feature, and that is the proposition for 
the construction of the railway. Reference 
has been made to the resolution of which 
notice has been given in another place. 
Now, I desire at the ontset to call the 
attention of the House to the language of 
these resolutions before us, and show that 
it fully bears the interpretation which the 
notice in question gives to it ‘The lan- 
guage of these resolutions is not that the 
Government will build the railway them- 
selves, but that Canada will secure the 
construction of it. They are not in any 
way bound to the modeof constructing the 
road which some gentlemen are so desirous 
of fastening upon us. 
Hon. Mr. STEEVES—It points to the 
‘building of the road. 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It points to the 
best mode of constructing the road. 


Hon. Mr- SANBORN—Perhaps the hon. 
gentleman will agree to incorporate the 
notice in question with the resolutions. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It is impossible 
to do so, as I shall presently show; but in 
any case it is unnecessary. ‘The resolu- 
tions, as originally framed, point 
to precisely the same thing the Gov- 
ernment have always had in contemplation. 
The proposition to construct tho road with- 
in a certain period has attracted a great 
deal of attention, but I may explain that 
we have mentioned that time as most 


likely to be occupied in the construction of 


the work. It was not intended that we 
should proceed again in the face of insu- 
perable obstacles or jeopardize or injure 
the resources of the country. It must be 
remembered, too, that the people of Brit- 
ish Columbia will stand hereafter precisely 
in the same position as we ourselves—their 
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representatives will be here and in the 
other branch, equally interested in the 
prosperity -and economical administration 
of public affairs. We mentioned the time 
of 10 years as a guarantee that we were in 
earnest, and the intention has been always 
the same—the construction of the road by 
private enterprize and such aid as we could 
give without injuriously burthening the 
resources of Canada Suppose a war arose 
in Europe to-morrow, and England be- 
came involved, would it be expected that 
we should nevertheless go on with the 
undertaking. 


Hon. Mr. SEY MOUR—It would only put 
off the evil day. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It would only 
put off the fortunate day (hear). Every 
gentleman who has discussed this question 
has admitted that the road must be built 
sooner or later, and that British Columbia 
must come into the Union. Does any one 
hesitate to acknowledge the advantages 
which that colony will derive from the 
Opening up of communications with this 
country? Not only will she be benefitted 
but the whole Dominion, by the opening 
up of rich territories which otherwise must 
be waste for very many vears to come. 
We cannot be, ten years hence, in a better 
condition to <leal with this question than 
we are now. Will the country be more 
fertile or our resources more capable of 
meeting the exigency? Nevercan it bein 
a better position to make a commencement 
in this matter. Weall know the great inter- 
est that is taken by Great Britain in the 
progress of the Confederation, and the 
importance which the statesmen and peo- 
ple of thot country attach to the extension 
of the system. It will not be denied—no 
one has attempted to do so—that until the 
railway is accomplished, no union will be 
perfect, In the plan proposed, certainly, 
there can be nothing to alarm hon. gen- 
tlemen. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUsl— 
What will be the cost ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I cannot tell my 
hon. iriend, but I can tell him what will 
be the cost to this country, and that is the 
point for us to consider. What does my 
hon. friend know of the cost of railways 
heretofore ? 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 


I know that when any similar scheme was _/ | 


laid before the country, we had reports 
ofsurveys and estimates of competent men 
to guide us, but we have no such facts be- 
fore us in the present case. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—There will be a 
survey. I believe the expenditure for 
railways up to this time in this country 
has gone up as high as $160,000,000. But 
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that is not the burthen imposed upon this 
country. Ifit had been said in 1854, when 
our railway system was commenced, that 
such a@ sum was to be expended in the 
sonstruction of railways, the country might 
have been alarmed; but who now speaks 
of a very unnecessary burthen having been 
imposed upon the country in connection 
with these public works, which have proved 
so very beneficial to the country. Let us 
look back for a moment to the circum. 
stances in which Canada stood at the time 
she incurred some of the large claims 
which have resulted so satisfactorily, and 
have placed us, in connection with other 
eauses, in our present condition of pros- 


perity. When we undertook our present 
Canal system, which has been very 
advantageous to the country, 


we had (in Ontario and Quebec) only a 
population of 1,100,000, and yet we enter- 
ed upon the construction of public works 
which have cost $16,000,000. Then, we 
had a debt of $5,312,000 with a revenue 
of only $1,280,000. Then, some years 
later, we embarked in the railway system, 
when we had only a population in the 
Canadas of 1,842,000, with a revenue of 
$6,000,000, anda debt of $20,000,000. At 
that time, we entered upon the construc- 
tion of an expensive system of railways— 
assistance was given to some of these enter- 
prises in various shapes. The result has 
been the construction of 3,000 miles of 
railway, involving an expenditure of $160,- 
900,000, 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER—Was the prospectus 
of the Government promising ten per cent. 
realized ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Tuat prospectus 
was put forward by members of the then 
Government amongst others, but its state- 
ments have been more than realized as 
respects the earnings. The expenses of 
eonstruction, however, were so. much 
increased by the occurrence of the Russian 
War, and from other causes that the share. 
holders have sustained heavy losses. There 
ean be no question, however, as to the 
soundness of the views which were then 
held by those who were dealing with 
public questions, with respect to the 


advantages which the road would confer | 
ceedings in that colony is aware that there 


upon the country at large. Similar results 
may reasonably be expected to accrue 
from the construction of the railway to the 
Pacific, on the terms. on which 
we expect to have it accomplished, 
Now with respect to the mode in which 
this railway must be constructed. ‘There- 
solutions say that ‘‘the Government of 
the Dominion undertake to secure the 
commencement simultaneously, within 
two years,,’ and ‘‘ to secure its completion 
within ten years from the date of Union.” 
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| ber can easily make the necessary calcula- 
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Now supposing that plan be pursued, as 
proposed in the resolutions, the informa- 
tion we have been able to get from men 
competent to speak on the subject leads 
us to believe that the road can be built 
with the free grants and the aid of a small 
subsidy. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST.— 
What will be the total amount of land ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL.—The hon. mem- 


Columbia. 


tion. . 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST.— 
The Government should be prepared with 
such information. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL.—We must bear 


| in mind that we have to build a railway, 


alongside of which the land is situated- 
We believe besides the land grant the 
Dominion need only give a subsidy ranging 
from $7,000 to $10,000 a mile, to accom- 
plish the construction of the road. In the 
case of the Central Pacific, the Government 
of the United States gave alarger subsidy, 
some $16,000 a mile, and in the Mountain 
country $48,000 a mile. The Northern 
Pacific Railway, however, is being built 
without any money subsidy at all, and it 
runs through acountry which, on the whole, 
is not so fertile as that which the Canadian 
Pacific will pass through. The sum I have 
mentioned will not bear hardly on the re- 
sources of the country, and should not 
cause us to be alarmed, especially when we- 
come to review our past history. It will 
probably take from the present time to 
1873 to survey the line. hen suppose we 
build 100 miles the first year, we will only 
have to pay $50,000 interest on the subsidy ; 
290 miles the next would be $100,000; 40 

miles the interest on subsidy would be 
$200,000, and so on until completion. The 


road is not to be built in a year, and our 


| course proposed ? 


resources will not be burthened in any in - 


jurious or serious way. 

But itis urged why not imelude the re- 
solution, of which notice has been given 
elsewhere, in the present arrangement. It 
is unnecessary, in my opinion, but more 
than that, it would force us to send back 
the whole scheme to British Columbia, and 
open the door for other changes. Every- 
body who knows anything about the po- 


were persons who required vuther stipula- 
tions than those embé®died in the resolu- 
tions ‘They were told that the measure 
was in the nature of a treaty—I use that 
term for conyenience—and they could not 
make changes in its details without send- 
ing it back here. We must endeavour to 
avoid all unnecessary delays in the accom- 
plishment of this Union. And what pos- 
sible benefit would be derived from the 
It is not necessary to 
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make things really, 
clearer than they are 


British 


now. 


Hon. Mr. DICKSON—We must put that 
construction on the words which appear 


‘here. 


_ Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—My hon. friend 
is probably right as to the literal construc. 


tion to be put on the resdlutions. 


Hon. Mr, STEEVES—Does my _ hon. 
friend wish to argue that hereafter the in- 
terpretation will not be given according to 


the words of the written document ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I do not think 
the literal meaning of the resolutions will 
be as hon. gentlemen desire to insist on, 
especially when they are coupled with the 
one to be passed in the other House—ask. 
ing the authority of Parliament to con- 
struct the road by private enterprise and 
not by the Dominion. Nothing can be 
plainer than the language of this resolu- 
tion: ‘Resolved, that the railway re- 
ferred to in the address to Her Majesty 
concerning the Union of British Columbia 
with Canada, adopted by this House on 
Saturday the Ist April instant, shculd be 
constructed and worked by private enterprise. 
and not by the Dominion Government ; and 
that the public aid to be given to secure 
that undertaking should consist of such 
liberal grants of land, and such subsidy in 
money, or other aid, not unduly pressing 
on the industry and resources of the Do- 
minion, as the Parliament of Canada shall 


hereafter determine. 


Kon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 


That is not in your treaty. 

. Hon. Mr, CAM PBELL—It makes no dif- 
ference whether it is in the treaty or not 
—it gives the real interpretation to the re- 
solutions before us. 

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE-—If that be the 
case, why not then send the matter back 
to British Columbia, and ask the Legisla- 
ture to place the same interpretation upon 
it. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I have already 
shown you why that cannot be safely done. 
It must be remembered too that there are 
other interests besides of those of British 
connection—interests which would carry 
British Columbia in another direction, 

Hon. LETELLIER DE ST.+dJ UST—What 
are they ? 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Every 
knows perfectly wal. 
tory of Alaska, a countryto the north of 
British Columbia, and by no means so rich 
in resources. Thereforeit is necessary for 
the consolidation of British interests on 
this continent that we should not unneces- 


sarily jeapordize the union of Canada with 


the colony on the Pacific shores. It 1s 


not as/if we were making an arrangement 
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but only apparently, 


: one 
The large sum of | 
$7,000,000 was readily given for the terri- | 
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with a foreign country. The people of 
British Columbia will torm a part of our 
population, and take the same interest in 
the affairs of the Dominion, that we do 
ourselves ; and it is not likely, when she 
comes into the Union, she will wish to 
push this enterprize forward to the in jury 
of the Dominion, with whose prosperity 
she will be so closely identified. This 
railway is not necessarily a British Colum. 
bia project, even if the colony were not to 
be united to Canada, they would have to 
open up a speedy communications with 
Manitoba and the North West. An ordin. 
ary road would not answer the purpose, 
but a railway would have tobe built as 
soon as practicable —it was a part of our 
policy in annexing the North West, ‘That 
fertile country would be little useful to 
‘Dominion unless it had speedy access to 
the markets of Canada and the United 
States. We must, therefore, consider the 
question in a Canadian point of view—in 
relation to the North West as well as to 
the Pacific colony. Without a railway 
no population will flow into the North 
West and we shall receive no advantages 
from. our large territorial acquisition. 
I believe that this great work can be built 
with the grants of land and a money sub- 
sidy of about $10,000 a mile. very one 
agrees that the Union is necessary, and 
that the railway is an inevitable part of the 
scheme of Union; and all that is in dis- 
pute, is the best mode of constructing the 
road. I doubt if a more satisfactory mode 
can be proposed. I have not heard of any 
other having been suggested. If, then, 
we believe that the admission of British 
Columbih into Union with Canada is neces- 
sary, and that the railway is an essential 
feature of that Union; if we believe that 
the whole arrangement is necessary to the 
preservation of that British connection 
which has tended to make this country 
happy and prosperous, we should have no 
hesitation in passing the measure in its 
present shape. Ourexperience in the past 
shows us that we need not be apprehensive - 
of the results that accrue from the con- 
struction of useful public works. In the 
present case the plan is so adjusted as to 
bear lightly on the resources of the coun- 
try, which are in such rapid process of de- 
velopment from year to year (cheers.) _ 
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST, 
who followed in French, said that he 
| must say at the outset that sinee Confede- 
ration was an accomplished fact, he was 
| prepared to accept it, and make it as 
acceptable as possible to the people of the 
Dominion. He must, however, take strong 
| ground immediately against the passage 
of the resolutions, as committing the 
House to a most dangerous financial policy, 
| He had listened with much attention to 
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the remarks of the hon. Postmaster Gen- | then amount to only half, or 32,000,000 
eral, in the hope that he would be able to | acres. 


advance some legitimate argument before 
committing the House to a scheme of such 
a nature. He had heard with much sur- 
prise the Postmaster General advance as 
one of the reasons for dealing hastily 
with the question that if we did not unite 
now with British Columbia, she might ere 
long be lost to Canada and the Empire. 
ie had no hesitation in saying that if the 
people of British Columbia were not loyal 
enough to enter the Confederation on rea- 
sonuble terms, and were only to be bought 
at such an extravagant price as that men- 
tioned in the resolutions, it would be far 
better for us not to have them at all in 
the Union. If they had not the courage 
to continue to be English subjects, they 
were not worth buying. If they did not 
wish to stay under the flag of England, 
except they are bought, he did not see the 
necessity or the use of forcing them and in- 
curring such an immense expense for that 
purpose. The Hon. Postmaster General 
and another Minister in the House of Com- 
mons, had said that the conditions of Union 
embodied in the resolutions, were in 
the nature of a treaty, but that was no 
reason why this House should not be 
allowed to discuss and examine those 
terms, and why it should be called to pass 
them in such haste as the Government 
wanted it todo. IfBritish Columbia wish- 
ed to dictate terms, and such unreasonable 
terms to Canada, and not accept our own, 
we had far better refuse to receive her 
into our Union. The scheme which had 
been settled and agreed to between the 
delegates of British Columbia and our Min- 
isters, seemed to him to be of a nature to 
involve us in such financial embarrass- 
ments as would ultimately lead us to bank- 
ruptcy. The Hon. Postmaster General had 
said that we would not be bound to con 
struct the Pacific road with our money; but 
another Minister had said in another place 
that it would be constructed by the Gov- 
ernment, and the resolutions themselves 


stated distinctly that it must 
be constructed in ten years 
from this and it would 


cost at least $100,000,000. ‘The Hon. Re- 
ceiver General (Mr. Chapais) had said that 
the means to be taken for its construction 
would be to grant 64 millions acres of 
land along the route, to private companies, 
who would also te aided by money grants 
from the Government, to the amount of 
seven or eight millions. 

Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS explained that if the 
whole of the lands were given, they would 
amount to 64 million acres; but that if 
only alternate blocks of one mile were 
given to the company undertaking the 
construction of the road, the grant would 


Hon. Mr. Le Tellier de St. Just. 


| 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST 
said that in that case, supposing all those 
lands could be sold at $1 per acre, they 
would only realize 32 million dollars, 
and with seven or eight millions sub- 
sidy, the whole would only amount to 38 
or 40 million dollars, and it was preposter- 
ous to think that any company would un- 
dertake the construction of such a road, 
the estimated cost of which was 100 mil- 
lion dollars, for such a grant. Ifwe put 
such conditions to the construction of the 
road thatno company would or could ac- 
cept them, it would be far more honour- 
able and straightforward not to make such 
promises as those contained in the resolu- 
tions. If we could judge of the probable 
cost of this Pacific Railway by that of the 
Intercolonial, which was only one-sixth its 
length and was going to cost from twenty 
to twenty five millions, if not more, we 
might safely assert that the Pacific 
would cost at least 150 millions. 
The Intercolonial passed through a well 
settled country for a good part of its length, 
and supplies and materials could be carried 
along its course by the river and Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, and then by the Bay of Cha- 
leurs and the railroads of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, whilst there was no 
accommodation of the kind for the con- 
struction of the Pacific Railway; there was 
nothing but almost insuperable obstacles 
to its construction, and hence its cost would 
be infinitely greater per mile than that of 
the Intercolonial. It had been -aid, in 
order to commit the Senate in favour of 
the resolutions, that the road would not be 
constructed if it was found impossible to 
do it with the means mentioned, but this 
was,only a dodge to blind the members of 
this House, and once committed to it, the 


| Government would certainly go to enor- 


mous expense towards it, or else they 
would be playing a very dishonorable part 
with British Columbia, by promising what 
they did not intend to give. He thought 
that an undue influence had been brought 
to bear upon the members in favor of these 
resolutions, as had been the case last year 
with respect to another measure of the 
Government,.which they wanted to pass 
against the wishes of a majority of this 
House. When opposition was offered to a 
measure of the Goverment in this House, 
it was said that the House had no right to 
counteract the financial policy of the Gov- 
ment, and an undue influence was brought 
to bear on some members to persuade 
them to vote for a measure which they dis- 
approved. The same thing was being done 
in the present instance, and he must high- 
ly condemn such a course on the part of 
the Government, and claim the right for 
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this louse to discuss every question as 


freely and deliberately as the other House. 
_ The Senate ought to be perfectly indepen- 


dent of the Government; otherwise they 
wouid occupy a very undignified position 
before the country. The country had 
already signified its approval of the course 
of the Opposition last year, on the ques- 
tion of the odious tax imposed on coal 


and breadstuffs, which the Government 


carried in this House only by the question- 
able means to which he had already advert- 
ed, and he firmly believed that the 
country would also approve of his own and 
his friends, conduct towards this extrava- 
gant proposition of the Government. These 
propositions, as had been said by the Hon. 


Yostmaster General, related to three dif: } 


ferent questions, that of representation, of 
finance, and the political question. With 
regard to the representation he (Hon. M 


de Leteller) thought that the terms |} 


agreed to and granted to the people of 
British Columbia were very unfair for the 
rest of the Provinces, inasmuch as they 
gave six representatives to a popula- 
tion not larger than that of one of our 
large counties in Canada. The terms of the 
Confederation of }n)the Provinces, 
settled at the Quebec Conference, were 
unjust for the Province of Quebec, inas- 
much as its representation was to be for- 
ever fixed at a certain number, 65, whilst 
that of the other Provinces could be in- 
creased with the increase of their popula. 
tion, and he considered that the granting 
of six representatives to a population 
which is probably not over 10,000 whites— 
besides the 5,000 Chinamen and 45,000 
Indians—was an aggravation of the injus- 
tice done to the Province of Quebec, as 
that representation was not at all based 
onthe same proportion of population. 
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It was true that the resolutions stated that | 


the population of British Columbia was 
taken to be 60,000 ; and it had been said 


the number of whites was 16,000; but j 


when we saw that neither the Lieutenant 
Governor nor any other authority could 
state exactly what that number was,nor on 
what basis the supposition of that number 
rested, it might safely be asserted that the 
real number of whites did not exceed 10,- 
000. He repeated that the granting of 
six representatives to British Columbia was 
changing the base of the representation 
agreed toatthe Quebec Conference, that 
it was an infringement on the rights of the 
Province of Quebec in particular, and that 


the representatives of that Province had. 


therefore a perfect right, and it was more- 
over their duty, to oppose the resolutions. 


With regard to the financial question, he 


found that the Government had adopted 
a principle diametrically opposed to its 
declared policy, the same as for the tasis 
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of the representation. We had seen the 
Government dismissing old servants of the 
late Province of Canada, and red ucing the 
salaries of others, without any indemnity 
whatever ; but by these resolutions they 
agreed to pensioning off and giving large 
salaries to the officers otf the British Colum- 
bia Government. And reverting to the 
subject of the railway he asked whether 
any sensible and honest man would under- 
take to do what he knew he would not be 
able to accomplish with his present meang, 
and whether a man in his private transac- 
tions, engaged in the construction of a work 
without first ascertaining its probable 
cost, or its ultimate value to him. The 
Government was now exactly in the posé- 
tion of a man who would thus act, for 
when he (hon. Mr. lL.) asked the Postmas- 
ter General if he knew what the road 
would cost, orif its practicability had been 
ascertained, or if he could point out the 
means to construct it without increasing 
the burthen of taxation, the hon gentle- 
man could give no satisfactory answers to 
the questions. If the Hon. Postmaster 
General was to apply sucha principle to 
the administration of his private affairs he 
would probably soon find that it was a 
dangerous principle, a principle that would 
soon bring him to bankruptcy and ruin. 
With regard to the political question, 
whilst thinking that the Union of British 
Columbia with Canada might be acceptable 
and desirable if it could be accomplished 
on reasonable terms, he did not believe 
that it ought to be paid for at such a price as. 
that laid down in the resolutions. As it 
was, it might be said that British Columbia 
dictated the terms of Union, and that she 
actually annexed Canada to her. He con- 
cluded by condemning the Government for 
refusing to help the construction of the 
North Shore Railway, which would be bene- 
ficial to a large portion of the people and 
the trade of Canada, when they are ready 
to expend hundreds of millions of dollars 
on a railway in a barren and mountainous 
country, without first ascertaining its 
practicability, and which cannot pay its 
working expenses. He moyed in amend- 
ment that, after ‘3 resolved’’ insert, 
‘‘that in the opinion of this House, the 
further consideration of this question be 
postponed for the present session of Par- 
liament, in order that greater and more 
careful consideration may be given toa 
question of such magnitude and import- 
ance to the people of this Dominion.”’ 
Hon. Mr, WILMOT said—In rising to 
second the amendment proposed by my 
hon. friend, I may say at the outset that [ 
am in no way indisposed to carry out the 
policy involved in the Act for the union of 
British America, and to bring British Col- 
umbia into the Union. What I say 1s that 
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ifthe Government embody in these reso- | 
lutions any stipulations like that which is | 
eontained in the resolution, of which } 


notice has been given inthe House of | 
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had only to record the immediate losses which 
arose to parties concerned in them from these 
gigantic undertakings ; but, unfortunately, the 
evil did not stop here, but, on the contrary, has 
impressed its mark in, a lasting way on the na- 
tion 1 character and on the estimation in which 


Columbia. 


Commons, thena great many of my ob- | the Legislature is held\’’ 


jections would vanish. We have already) 
annexed the North West Territory, and, 
as one member of the House, I have been 
quite prepared to spend money in opening 
up communications with that country, 
knowing that otherwise it would remain a 
burthen on the Dominion. I am also 
: ® 3 . mile . 

quite ‘prepared to give what is proposed in 
these resolutions to British Columbia. 
knowing that Canada is not likely to de- 
rive any revenue from that colony for a 
length of time equal to its expenditure. 
But when I read the paragraph relative to 
the construction of the Pacific Railway, I 
certainly feel that 1 am not prepared to 
give my vote in favour of propositions for 
the building of 2,500 or 2,700 miles of a 
road, of the expense of which we have no 
definite facts before us—of which no ex- 

lorations or surveys have been made, and 
Pp mi) 
when throughout the whole extent, includ- 
ing the Red River and British Columbia, 
there are only some 25,000 white inhabi: | 
tants. We have already in the Confedera- } 
tionAct made provision forthe construction | 
of an Intercolonial Railway: ‘The wisdom | 
of Parliament has decided that that road | 
shall be built through a part of New 
Brunswick at a much greater expense 
than if built in another direction. The 
same Act has provided that as’ soon as the 
finances of the country will permit, the. 
eanals should be enlarged ‘The cost 
of the railway will be, at least, $20,000,- 
600; the cost of canal improvements 
probably $30,000,000. The estimated 
eost of the Pacific Railway will be some- 
thing like $100,000,000; and certainly, 
when I come to consider the population, 
resources, and existing engagements of 
Canada, such a scheme seems to mean 
simply bankruptcy. Experience is the 
great teacher, and tells us what has hap- 
pened when prudence has taken wings 
and reckless enterprize has taken its place. 
In Allison’s history of Europe I find the 
following description of the railway mania 
that occurred in Great Britain during the 
years 1844-45-46 : 

“The first effect of this state of things, as aus- 
picious in the outset asit was perilous in the end, 
was a vast increase in railway speculation, and 
the growth of what has not inaptly been called 
the Railway Mania. It was during the years 
1844, 1845, and 1816 that this system received its 
full development, and it was then pushed toa 
degree of extravagance which would not be cre- 
dited by future times if not attested by a host of 
contemporary Witnesses and evinced by lasting 
effects upon the face and fortunes of the country, 
Compared with the fever which then seized the 
public mind, and the magnitude of the specula- 
tions in consequence set afloat, the famous South 
Sea Bubble, and the corresponding fervour of Eng- 
land in 1821-25 and 1836-37, sink into insignific- 
ance. * * * * Jt wou.d be well if the histo;ian 
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There you have an illustration of the 
way in which money was’ recklessly spent. 
Surely this House is not prepared to forget 
dictates of sound judgment and: counte. 
nance a policy ‘which, ifvcarried out within 
10 years as providéd ‘for in the resolutions, 
must involve the Dominion in inextricable 
embarrassment. ‘he Postmaster General 
says that itis not the intention of the 
Government to burthen the country, and: 
adds that the Dominion is not to build the 
railway, but why do they not state the 
facts clearly and explicitly in the resolu. 
tions—or that we are prepared to give 
certain moneys and lands—tacilities for the 
construction of the road, and nothing 
more. What has been done in the past 
may happen in the future. We have 
alongside of us a very enterprising people, 
but let us see what history records 
with respect to their extravagance and 
rash speculation in railway and other mat- 
ters during a period of their history. 


“The humble petition of the Rev. Sydney 
Smith to the honorable House of Congress at 
W ashington, 

«“{ petition your honorable House to institute 
some measures for the restoration of American 
Credit, and for the repayment of debts incurred 
and repudiated by several of the States. Your 
petitioner lent the State of Pensylvania a sum 
of money tor the purpose of some. public 
improvement. The amount, though small, is to 
him important, andis a saving from a life in- 
come, made with difficulty and privation. If 
their refusal to pay (trom whichayery large num- 
ber of English families aresuffering) had beenthe 
resultof war produced by the unjust aggression 
of ape rite ns enemies—if it had arisen from 
eivil discord—if it. had proceeded from an 
improvident application of means in the first 
years of self-government—if it were the act ofa 
poor State struggling against the barrenness of 
nature—every friend of America would haye been 


| gontented to wait for better times; but the fraud 


is committed in the proud place of Pennsylva- 
nia, by the richest State inthe Union, after the 
wise investment of the borrowed money in roads 
every day reaping the advantage. Itis an act of 
bad faith which (all ita circumstances considered) 
has noparallel and mo excuse. 

Norisitonly the loss of property which your 
petitioner laments still more than immense 
power which the bad faith of America has 
given to aristocratical opinions and to the 
enemies of free institutions in the Old World. 
Itis in vain any longer to appeal to history and to 
point out the wrengs which the many have re- 
eeived from the few. The Americans, who boast 
to have improved the institutions of the Old 
World, have atleast equalled its crimes. <A great 
nation after trampling under foot all earthly tyr- 
anny has been guilty of a fraud as enormous as 
ever disgraced the worst king of the most de- 
graded nation of Europe. 

“It is painful to your petitioner to see that 
American citizens excite, wherever they may go, 
the recsllection that they belong to a dishonest 
people, who pride themselves upon having 
tricked and having pillaged Europe; and this 
mark has been fixed, by their faithless legisla- 
tors, on the best and most honorable men in the 
world, whom every Englishman has been eager 
to see and proud to receive,” 


What I urge is that we should count the 
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and practically, and not to be carned 


away by false enthusiasm or dreams of the 


imagination. I ask any hon. gentleman in 
this House if it is possible for us, with our 
present means, to make’ourselves: respon: 


sible for so enormous an obligation as the 


building of this road will entail on us, 
Whatever the House may do, I must enter 
my protest against such a suicidal policy. 
We have already had a little experience 
in the way of railway construction. I have 
been a member of a Committee formed, 
on the motion of my hon. friend to the 
left (Hon. Mr. Wark) to enquire into mat- 
ters connected with the Intercolonial 
Railway. Ihave seen that the expendi. 
ture on that road, in connection with sur- 
veys alone, has amounted to $1,200 a mile 
—any railway engineer, who understood 
his business, would perform the same work 
for $500 a mile ; and I give this as one 
instance of the nature of Government 
Railway works—just what the Pacific Rail. 
way may he, and in what manner they are 
managed in this country. Before we rush 
blindly into these expenditures, we should 
oonsider all the facts before us, and should 
not allow ourselves to be carried away by 


purely imaginative schemes, _cer- 
tain to end in national  dis- 
aster. We have had some experience 


in New Brunswick with respect to the con- 
struction of railways. The hon: member 
from St. John (Hon. Mr. Hazen) and my- 
self were members of a Government who 
entered into a contract with an Enghsh 
firm, of which the late Mr. Brassey was s 
member to build a railway from St. John 
to Shediac, and westerly to the American 
boundary. The Province agreed to take 
£1,200 stock per mile in the Company: 
and advance as a first mortgage £1,8 

more—altogether £3,000 per mile. Unfor- 
tunately, for the country, that Goyern- 
ment (laughter) was displaced, and my 
hon. friend in front of me (Hon. Mr. Mit- 
ehell) was a member of the administration 
that succeeded. They thought that the 
road could be built for a smaller sum, and 
they agreed to buy out the English Com- 
pany for £90,000 Sterling. The eventual 
result was that the road cost $43,500 a 
mile, cash paid, instead of a charge on the 
Proyince as was originally contemplated of 
$12,000 per mile. Then the Province of 
New Brunswick adopted a different policy 
—they agreed to give a subsidy of $10,000 
per mile for certain roads to be built with- 
in the Province. Under that Act, several 
railways were built and completed (‘ hear”’ 
from Government benches); and now, 
had the Dominion Government come 


down with a definite proposition to give a | 
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cost before we enter into this arrangement. 
_ We are here, as men of business expe- 
rience, to deal with the question calmly 
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subsidy, of so much a mile, to any Compa- 
ny which would be willing to construct the 
work supplemented by a grant of land, L 
would have been prepared to support it, 
instead of being compelled in the interests 
of the people’ of the Dominion to vote 
against it ; for according to its liberal con. 
struction, we must pledge the country to 
enormous expenditures beyond what it is 
able to bear. I do not wish to see this 
country placed in the humiliating position 
of possibly repudiating its sacred obliga- 
tions ; and, therefore, I feel bound to take- 
@ position on this question which is recon. 
cilable with my sense of public duty, 

Hon, Mr. MILLER said that although he 
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would lifter from the hon. Members who 


had preceded him in the vote he would 
give on the question under debate, there 
were some sentiments in the speeches of. 
his hon. friends in which he unreservedly 
agreed. He agreed with the hon. member 
from Grandville in the magnitude and im- 
portance of the subject. under considera- 
tion— the great scope for inquiry and dis-~ 
cussion it afforded—the vast national 
aspects it presented, and the grave respon- 
sibilities involved in the motion before the. 
House: But he had no sympathy with the. 
general tone of that hon. gentleman’s. 
speech; he could not, in many instances, 
see the force of his arguments, or admit. 
the correctness of his conclusions; he 
could not certainly share in the gloomy 
forebodings which his hon, friends had in- 
dulged in, or in their want of faith in the 
ability of this Dominion to accomplish the 
great work on which it had entered. Nor 
did he believe the views of these hon. 
members would find favor with a majority 
of that House or the country. On the 
contrary, that Parliament would prove 
itself equal to its high duties on the pre-. 
sent occasion, as it had done on occasions 
of a similar character—as it had done in 
dealing with Prince Edward Island, New- 
foundland, and Manitoba, he had every 
hope and confidence. Such too he believe 
ed to be the wish and expectation of the 
great majority of the people of this Do- 
minion. There was a doctrine prevalent. 
among their Republican neighbours, the 
doctrine of “manifest destiny,’’ the mean- 
ing of which was familiar to all,. and the 
attainment of which was frequently ad- 
yocated on the principle that the end 
justified the means. ‘That doctrine looked 
to the absorption, by that great power, ot 
all the territory of this Continent, either 
by force or diplomacy, or in any other way 
in which it could be achieved. Hecould 
not help thinking that they too should 
have their manifest destiny; a destiny, 
however, not ‘of wrong or aggression, or 
of self-aggrandizement at theexpense of 
their neighbours, but a juster and a nobler 
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one. Theirs should be a destiny of en-| reason; faction was fast losing its hold 


lightened progress—a destiny to take ad- 
vantage of the elements of future pros- 
perity and greatness, of right belonging 
to them, and so profusely within their 
reach, by uniting and consolidating in one 
harmonious whole, the magnificent posses- 
sessions of their Sovereign in British North 
America (cheers.) That he believed to be 
the destiny of the Dominion, and it was 
one alike worthy of their highest ambition 
and within their ability and reach. He was 
aware there were some among them with 
whom these views might excite derision ; 
there were some whosneered at what they 
called the pretensions of this great young 
nation, and who were always ready to be- 
Jittleits present statusand deride and doubt 
its ultimate success. Those, he felt sure, 
“were a small minority, daily growing ‘‘smal 
ler by degrees and beautifully less.” He was 
unprepared for the views expressed in some 
quarters on the question before the House ; 
he was especially surprised at the expres, 
sions of his hon, friend from St. John, 
(Hon. Mr. Hazen), whose great ability and 
large Parliamentary experience gave 
authority and weight to anything he said, 
when he declared that because he was an 
opponent of Confederation from the be- 
ginning, he, as a member of this Parlia- 
ment, refused to assume any responsibility 
on this question (hear, hear). That hon. 
gentleman desired to throw on the origin- 
ators of union all the odium of its results, 
while willing to take all its benefits. But 
he wascontent to assume all that respon- 
sibility and defend the policy of union. So 
far, itmust be admitted, the Confederacy 
had proved a great success-—had proved at 
least equal to all its higher obligations of 
a national character, and the experience of 
the past might reasonably make them 
hopeful of the future. He said this in no 
party sense and with no reference to many 
acts of administration of which he disap- 
proved. When he spoke of the higher na- 
tional obligations of the Dominion, he al- 
luded to those things above the ordinary 
duties of internal administration, which it 
was the especial mission of Confedration 
to achieve. First among these was 
its duty to effect the union 
under one government of every 
square mile of British North American soil. 
In dealing with Prince Edward Island, 
Newfoundland and Manitoba, Parliament 
had exhibited a degree of wisdom and 
generosity that elicited admiration at home 
and abroad, and although the Island 
Colonies had not thrown in their lot with 
them, there was little doubt they would 
not much longer hesitate to do so. In 
both places, a counter actién had already 
set in; prejudice and passion were rapidly 
disappearing before the light of truth and 
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and influence; the disadvantages of isola- 
tion were daily becoming more apparent ; 
the terms offered were being more calmly 
discussed, and their liberality more general- 
ly admitted (cheers). Then again, in protect- 
ing their invaluable fishery rights against 
foreign encroachments; in repelling on 
more than one occasion hostile invasions of 
their soil, in allaying discontent in Nova 
Scotia, in quelling insurrection in the 
North West and establishing order and 
constitutional governmentiwhere confusion 
and anarchy prevailed, in doing those 
things, which were amongst the first cares 
ofa national existence, the Dominion, al- 
most unaided, had proved equal toitsduty 
(cheers.) The progress so far and the results 
achieved, were satisfactory. ‘The vast ter- 
ritories of the Hudson’s Bay Company, so 
long shut against colonization and settle- 
ment had been added to the Union, which 
now extended from the Atlantic to the 
Rocky Mountains. They had already 
secured a territory out of which many 
splendid colonies would yet be formed, 
and that would offer an inviting home to 
millions. Who doubted that soon the tide 
of immigration would set towards those 
fertile regions, and that ere long they would 
see the whole country from the Red 
River to the Rocky Mountains, with cheap 
and certain and quick communication, oc- 
cupied by a prosperous population, con- 
tributing to the strength and wealth of the 
Dominion? Yet even a few years ago, 
how remote did what had already been ac- 
complished appear even to the most san- 
guine? A few years ago the people of 
the Maritime Provinces took less 
interest in the affairs of old Cauada than 
they did to day in the affairs of Manitoba ; 
it was not long since Montreal appeared 
more distant to them than Winnipeg then 
did. It wasone of the happiest results of 
Confederation, that through it, the inhabi- 
tants of the Old Provinces were brought 
into familiar intercourse with each other, 
by which many groundless sectional jealous- 
1es and local prejudices had beenremoved, 

and a truer understanding of their common 
interests secured. A diversity of wants and 
interests had, in many cases, proved a bond 
of unity, showing them to be dependent 
upon, and necessary to each other (cheers. 
It was true, they had not arrived at a politi- 
cal millenium in which sectional narrowness 
and faction had altogether given way to a 
sense of public duty--such could not be 
expected, and such was not the case. But 
among its substantial advantages, the re- 
sult of Confederation had also been to ele- 
vate the tone of public sentiment; to en- 
large the views of the people and their 
representatives; to educate them all up to 
the duties of their advanced growth, and 
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done in th2 accomplishment of their mani- 
fest destiny (cheers.)Such were the political 
results of Union; its results on the material 
prosperity of the people of every section of 
the Dominion were equally gratifying. 
Accustomed in their several Provinces, 
before that event to deal only with local 
subjects comparatively small and unimpos- 
ing, they perhaps required the education 
the larger arena of this Parliament afford. 


ed to enable them to deal hopefully and 


fearlessly with a subject of the magnitude 
of that under consideration. He believed 
this question would now be approached in 
no timid or narrow spirit. He thought 


_ that no time should be lost—that no ex- 


ertions should be spared, to secure the 
admission into the Union of British 
Columbia .cn the one side, and 
Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland 
on the other. Under these circumstances, 
and at a most auspicious time, the applica- 
tion of British Columbia to become part of 
the Dominion of Canada was submitted to 
this Parliament, In considering that ap- 
plication, he would trespass on the patience 
of the House to take a rapid glance at the 


country, its value and resources, they were 


about to secure by the proposed arrange- 
ment. British Columbia, including Van- 
couver’s Island, as they were all well aware, 


- was the most western dependency of Eng- 


land on this continent. It comprised a 
territory of about 290,000 square miles, 
situated, with the exception of a small 
portion of Vancouver's Island, above the 
parallel of 49° N. Lat. It possessed a sea- 
coast of about 500 miles, as settled by the 
Treaty of Washington in 1846, and a breadth 
of between 300 and 400 miles. The coun- 
try, although in many parts broken and 
uneven, contained much valuable agricul. 
tural land, equal to the support of a great 
population. The climate is admitted to 
be one of the most desirable in the world 
for natives of the temperate zones, and 
they would all admit the importance of cli- 
mate in inducing immigration. “A dry, 
warm summer; a bright, beautiful au- 
tumn; an open, wet winter and spring ‘’— 
is said. to be a true description of the wea- 
ther in Vancouver’s Island, and all along 
the sea coast of British Columbia. Only 
an imperfect estimate can be formed of its 
population, as no census has ever yet been 
taken, but from the best sources of infor- 
mation available the population, consisting 
of Whites, Indians, and Chinese, may be 
put down at 6(),000. A fewyears after the 
treaty of Washington, Vancouver’s Island 
was granted by the Crown to the Hudson’s 


Bay Company under conditions of settle- | 


ment which were never complied with, the 
object of that Corporation being there as 
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_ to infuse a courage and spirit of self-reli. 
- ance in regard to whatever remained to be 
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elsewhere to retard settlement wherever 
their monopoly extended. These causes, 
coupled with its recent settlement, will 
account for its small population. But its 
great resources, and unrivalled mari 
time advantages, must before long make 
it one of the most thriving and important 


communities on the Pacific. Those re- 
sources were very numerous. There was 
its timber, especially its pine, universally 


conceded to be the best in the world, and 
as exhaustless as it was superior. , Markets 
for this commodity on both sides of the 
Pacific were abundant, and writers well 
acquainted with the subject contend that 
the investment of capital and labour in 
that branch of industry alone would soon 
make the country populous and wealthy. 
The prosecution of this business on a large 
scale would soon call into existence a large 
mercantile marine, for timber being a 
bulky commodity required a large ton- 
nage for transportation. It was this 
industry alone that had made New 
Brunswick second only to Nova Scotia 
in the tonnage it possessed (hear, 
hear), British Columbia is known 
to contain coal formations of immense 
extent. They need not be told of the 
value of coal as a source of national 
wealth: it was one of the first requisites of 
manufacturing success, and one of the 
chief elements of general commercial 
prosperity. Its coal alone would make 
British Columbia a valuable aquisition even 
to a country not requiring a Pacific sea- 
board. The demand for coal in the North 
Pacific was said to be very great, and the 
full development of that rich resource 
could not be much longer retarded. Coal 
also being a bulky article would give em- 
ployment to a large number of ships, 
thereby encouraging ship building, and 
bringing into existence a large amount of 
tonnage. His hon, friends from Nava 
Scotia would admit what the coal trade of 
that Province had done to make them the 
largest ship owning community in the 
world in propostion to population (hear, 
hear). Then copper abounded in the 
colony, and also magneticiron ore, marble, 
limestone, sandstone, &c. Its gold fields 
had a world-wide reputation. The 
export of that precious metal had 
been computed in some years to ex: 
ceed $4,000,000. Its fisheries were al- 
most equal to their own, and are destined 
to become an important item of com- 
merce. ‘lhe people of California, Mexico, 
and those countries on the west coast of 
South America, would be larger consumers 
of that article than Spain, Italy, and the 
Brazils, which now afforded to the Atlantic 
Provinces so large a market. Besides, no 
place on this continent was better situated 
for the prosecution of the whale and seal 
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fisheries than British Columbia. ‘This was 
another branch of industrial wealth that 
would tend toward the building up of that 
favoured colony as a Maritime State, ulti- 
mately destined to compete for the carry- 
ing trade of the Pacific, especially between 
Asia and America (hear, hear). lt was here 
worthy of remark that while the prosperity 
of Nova Scotia depended largely on its 
coal and fish, that of New Brunswick 
chiefly upon its lumber, that of New- 
foundland wholly on its fish, British Co- 
lumbia combined all these elements of 
wealth, and many more, the  pos- 
session of which had ever been a 
source of national presperity (hear, hear). 
But great as may be the resources of 
that colony, and desirable a3 would be its 
acquisition for the sake of those resources, 
it was as a Pacific sea-board that Brit- 
ish Columbia was invaluable to the Do- 
minion and the Empire. What would 
not the United States give for its posses- 
sion in order to shut out Canada and 
Britain from the possibility of becoming 
their rivals in the trade and commerce of 
the Pacific? A very few years ago an 
able writer in the California press spoke 
thus of the coming struggle between these 
two countries for ‘‘the trade of the Hast, 
and the empire of the seas’’ :— 


“That England has great purposes toeffect in 
this part of the world, is, no doubt true; that she 
has grand projects on foot, looking to a Wnion of 
her North American Colonies, and the opening 
of a highway from ocean to ocean, She does not 
seek to disguise. That these new. settlements 
are yet to become competitors for the trade of 
the east, if not for the commercial supremacy of 
the Pacific, it were useless.to deny. * * * But, 
however, we may regard the advent of England 
upon our shores, or whatever estimate we may 
set on the value of her possessions in this quarter, 
one thing is certain, we have now got to meet 
her on this side of the globe as we have met her 
on the other ; ad encountering her enterprise 
and capital, her practical, patient industry and 
persistence of purpose, dispute with her for the 
trade of the east and the empire of the seas.” 

When intelligent foreigners were so 
early alive to the inevitable rivalry here 
indicated, was it not time that they should 


be awake to their duty and interests? 


England still maintained her supremacy 


on the ocean, daily distancing all her 
rivals. Butmay not even they, one of Eng- 
land’s dependencies, venture to dispute 
the empire of the seas with their ambitious 
neighbours? When the Dominion controls 
200 miles of sea-coaston the Pacific, and 
more than double that extent on the 
Atlantic, with natural resources and com- 
mercial necessities to call into existence a 
mercantile marine ; with the greatest faci- 
lities in the world for ship building, and a 
policy removing all restrictions and taxa- 
tion from that enterprise, who could doubt 
the result? He recollected reading last 
year ina leading commercial journal of 
New York an able review of this subject, 
in which the writer predicted with regret, 
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| that the Dominion of Canada, already 
third or fourth on the list of maritime 
States, would in the beginning of the next 
century be the greatest maritime power on 
the Globe (cheers). Such being the value 
and advantage of the territory proposed to 
be annexed to this country, the question 
arose whether in view of the policy to 
which the Dominion was committed, and 
the absolute necessity, politically and com- 
mercially, of securing asea board on the 
Pacitic, they were asked to pay too high a 
price for their object. He did not think 
| there could be much dissatisfaction with 
the general terms of the arrangement; the 
only real objection was to the great outlay 
in connexion with the Pacific Railway. Pas- 
sing over for the present the subject of the © 
railway, it did not appear to him that the 
terms agreed on, although certainly liber- 
alas they ought to be, contained any- 
thing unreasonable. He did not think 
there was anything to complain of in fix- 
ing the population at 60,000, even if it 
were something less. The financial 
arrangements had, doubtless, been settled 
on accurate information, and a full inves- 
tigation of the wants and circumstances of 
the colony. If the present tariff of 
British Columbia was continued,the Domi- 
nion would lose nothing, but allowing for 
a change to the tariff of Canada after 
Union, which was in the option of the 
Local Legislature and, no doubt, 
would be made, still if the country 
became at all populated they would lose 
nothing. The public works and services 
stipulated to be undertaken appeared 
proper and necessary. Neither did he 
consider that any alarm need be felt from 
giving to British Columbia a larger repre- 
sentation in the Senate and House of Com- 
mons than its present population would 
justify. The same compromise had been 
extended, although not to the same ex- 
tent, to Prince Edward Island, Newfound- 
land and Manitoba. But the population 
‘would soon become equal to the repre. 
sentation, which in 1881 would be arranged 
on the basis of the British North America 
Act. There was nothing to fear from the 
presence, temporarily, of two or three 
more members in this Parliament either 
from British Columbia or Manitoba than 
they were at present strictly entitled to ; 
they could not unfairly influence the de- 
cision of Parliament (hear, hear). It 
could not be denied the great stumbling- 
block in the negotiations submitted to 
Parliament for approval was the gigantic 
undertaking to connect the Pacific with 
the Atlantic by railway, a work estimated 
to require over $100,000,000. To look at 
this great project simply as a portion of 
the terms offered to secure the admission — 
of British Columbia into the Union, was 


Columbia. 


797 


not viewing it in a fair light. True the un- 
dertaking was now assumed in connection 
with the terms agreed upon with that 
colony, but it was because it could not 
sooner be assumed—it could not be con. 
templated while British Columbiaremained 
out of the Union, and Canada had no sea- 
board on the Pacific, It was absurd—it 
was purely factious, to look upon this 
great national highway simply as a British 
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Columbian affair; it was subject alike of | 


Dominion and Imperial interest. It was 
equallyabsurd to say they were asked to 
build this railway to secure the annexation 
of that colony. The reverse of that 
proposition was nearer the truth. The 
railway was to be built because it had 
become practicable by the agreement of 
British Columbia to join the Union, there- 
by giving the Dominion control of all the 
country between the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans required for its construction. here 
could be little doubt that they possessed 
the country that afforded the best route 
for an interoceanic railway. 

(Mr. Miller here cited various autho- 
rities to show the feasibility of a railway 
across British territory—its advantages 
Over every other line that could be built 
on the continent —its prospects of becom. 
ing the highway for traffic and travel 
between Europe and Asia, and also show- 
ing how this means of communication had 
hitherto been neglected, partly in conse. 
quence of the efforts to find a water com- 
munication between the two oceans 
through the North West passage, forever 
abandoned for all practical purposes). 

It could not be denied, however that the 


proposition to build this railway would 


startle the most reckless, if it meant to 
tax the people of this country to the 
extent of $100 
(hear, hear), No public man among them 
would dream of anything so visionary and 
impossible as that of doubling the debt of 
the Dominion for this single undertaking 
within the next ten years. Canada, in 
agreeing to secure the construction of this 
railway, meant nothing of the kind. It 
was not necessary and could not be ex- 
pected from them; they ,would be 
required he felt confident to do only their 
fair share. <A railway across the continent 
on British soil was as much an Imperial as 
a Doniinion necessity. There was no doubt 
that England so regarded it. ‘The lead- 
ing minds of the Empire had unmistake- 
ably given their opinion on the high nation- 
al character of the work. From among a 
host of others, he would quote Lord Bury, 
who had given much attention to this sub- 
ject, and who, some years ago, before the 
construction of the American Pacific Rail- 
way, the completion of which had given 
double force to his language, said: 
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“Our trade in the Pacitie Ocean: with China 
and with India, must Wtimately be caried on 
through our North American possessions; at 
any rate our politicul and commercial supremacy 
will have utterly departed from us if we neglect that 
very great and important consideration, and if we 
fail to carry out, to its fullest extent, the princi- 
pal advantages which the country offers to us 
and which we have only to stretch ut our 
hands to take advantage of,” 

Perhapsij there never ~ was a 
time, when political reasons rendered 
the completion of this great 
inter-oceanic highway so important to 
England. If ‘the signs of the times ’’ 
could be relied on, at no distant day, her 
supremacy, it maintained at all, 
as he hoped it would be main- 
tained, will be maintained after a, desper- 
ate struggle. In that event, what would 
be the whole cost of this road to the ad- 
vantages it would afford, and the treasure 
it would save the Empire? Can it be sup- 
posed that British Statesmen are not 
alive to these considerations, and what 
has money ever been to England when her 
honour, her interests, or her power has 
been concerned ? That when the time came, 
England would do her duty, and do 
if generously, in this great national enter- 
prize, they might safely believe. The im- 
portance of this railway is strongly put in 
an article published some time ago in the 
Money Market Review, from which he would 
read an extract :— 

“That under these circumstances the railway 
will be made, sooner or later, theré can be no 
doubt. With interests'sonumerous, so vast, and 
With such means at command, the difficulty of 
constructing this Hudson’s Bay Railway ought te 
assume the most. moderate proportions, Great. 
Britain, Europe, Canada, British Columbia, New 
Zealaid, Australia, the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
and the International Financial Society all 
want the Railway, and would gain by the Rail- 
way, and it would be amazing, if with such inter- 
ests and such resources, it conld not be made 
and made properly. In India, State guarantees 
had been given, and are promised upon Rail- 
way capital, sufficient to construct this line ten 
times over; and it is a question whether any 
one Indian Railway is more useful than this 
even for state purposes,” 


The certainty of England assisting, 
either by guarantee or otherwise, 
in this great work being clear, what he 
asked was the’ true position of the people 
ef Canada regarding it? They had lately 
acquired the North West as far as the 
Rocky Mountains, Unless certain, and 
quick communication with that territory 
could be afforded, immigrants could not 
be expected to go there; the country 
would remain unsettled, and instead of 
being a source of wealth, would continue 
a burden on the Dominion, They could 
not shirk their duty with regard to that 
great extent of country, unless they were 
willing to admit that they, four millions of 
the descendants of the hirsute races that 
in modern times had led the civilization 
of the world, were as unequal to its 
government as the blighting monopoly 
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they had superceded (hear, hear). ‘That , 
country was comparatively valueless, un- 
less connected with the rest of tha Do- 
minion by railway. ‘Therefore, they would 
be obliged, as the Postmaster General had 
correctly said, to construct the 
greater portion of the Pacific. Railway in 
order to open up and colonize that newly 
acquired territory, although British Colum- 
bia remained out of the Union. 
this view the work would not be looked 
upon as a work of Imperial interest, de- 


Columbia and starting the railway as a 
work of national necessity; as a work of 
the highest Imperial concern, it would 
secure the countenance and assistance of 
the Empire. If Canada could secure a 
fair measure of Imperial support, the rest 
was certainly within her means. They had 
at their disposal limitless quantities of 
rich lands, the value of which would be 
greatly enhanced by this railway. 


(Here Mr, Miller showed the extent and 
value of the land at the disposal of the 
Government to construct the railway, the 


the American Pacific Railway, the proba. 
bility that only a very small subsidy from 
the Government would be required, which 
would be rendered smaller by the probable 
guarantee of the Imperial Government, 
making the proposed lability a very diff- 
erent thing from what it was represented 
to be by the opponents of the measure), 


It may be said, that it was unwise to bind 
themselves to the completion of this work 
within ten years. But they saw more 
changes, more great results achieved, in 
a decade now, than in acentury a hundred 
years ago; to make the time longer would 
look like not being in earnest, and he 
trusted the Government were in earnest in 
this great work. It had aiso been said 
that the Maritime Provinces had no inter- 
est in the union of British Columbia and 
the construction of the railway. He re- 
pudiated on behalf of the Province he re- 
presented, an idea so narrow and sectional 
(hear, hear), Whatever benefited any 
portion of this Dominion, benefited every 
portion of it (cheers.) The people of Nova 
Scotia were as much interested in the 
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serving Imperial aid, By uniting British 
| 


advantages of the country over the line of 


| ed to him (hear, hear). 


perfection of your canal system as 
the people of Ontario. They should 
not be told that because no portion of 
this road was required to be built in Nova 
Scotia, they had no interest init. As the 
wharf of this Dominion, Nova Scotia had 
an interest in everything that tended to 
develope the great territory of British 
America behind it. Nova Scotia was as 
much interested as Vancouver island in 
the completion of the inter-oceanic railway, 
and would benefit as much from it (hear, 
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hear). Halifax might, after this road was 
built, look forward to become the great 
Atlantic depot of the trade of the East—a 
trade that had enriched, in ancient and 
modern times, every country that had pos- 
sessed it. The author of an able work of 
this subject spoke of this trade and its 
advantages to those that had ever secured 
it in this way. 

“Control of trade with the east has been covet- 
ed as aprime source of wealth by western na- 
tions from the remotest antiquity. Mercantile 
communities engaged from age toage in carrying 
eastern freight, have invariably prospered from 
the undertaking, and the grandest cities of 
ancient and modern times, have owed much of 
their splendor to the fact of this rich traffic pass- 
ing through them. The Tyrians, Greeks, 
Romans, Saracens, Venetians, Portuguese, 
Dutch, and English afford monumental proof or 
these statements.” 

He trusted that before many years the 
Dominion of Canada would furnish another 
monumental proof of the statement of that 
writer. He believed, with the completion 
of railway communication between the 
Atlantic and Pacific, Nova Scotia would 
occupy one of the proudest and most pros- 
-perous positions in North America, and 
that the realization of this scheme pre: 
sented to that Province a future that the 
imagination could not exaggerate. If 
Nova Scotia were disposed to be selfish 
and sectional—if its people were’ unfit to 
take a broadnationa! viewof a great sub- 
ject affecting the whole country—he would 
still, on the most selfish and sectional con- 
siderations as a representative of that 
Province, advocate the construction of this 
railway. If they could secure for this line 
the trade of the Hast; if Halifax, with its 
harbour capable of accommodating the 
shipping of all the world, were to become 
the Atlantic depot of that trade, what 


dream could exaggerate the future 
wealth and greatness that were 
in store for it (cheers) ? 


In concludimg his observations, he could 
not help remarking on acoincidence in his 
own connexion with the great question of 
Confederation, which the House would 
pardon him for referring to. On this day 
tive years, he had by his action and his 
utterances in the Legislature of his native 
Province, marked an epoch in its history, 
well in the recollection of many who listen- 
On this very day 
five years ago, he had, in the Assembly of 
Nova Scotia, when making an important 
motion regarding Confederation, said that 
‘a union of the Maritime Provinces with 
Canada and the great country beyond 
would give them a territory extending 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, with all the 
diversified rescources necessary to the most 
unlimited material progress.’’ 
imagined on that day that exactly five 
years afterwards he would be called upon 
in the Parliament of this Dominion to raise 
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his humble voice, and give his humble 
vote in favour of the great project he then 
_ desired to see accomplished. Through 
good report and through evil report, 
through obloquy and mis-representation, 
the loss of friends and the sacrifice of 
popularity and personal advantages, he 
had never doubted the wisdom of the 
course he had on that day adopted, or re- 
gretted it. In their political horizon he 
saw no sign to warrant despondency or re- 
gret, but in the present position and 
prospects of this country, he saw much 
room for hope, much reason for gratitude, 
and much cause for honest pride (hear, 
hear). The friends of union had nothing 
toregret or to be ashamed of, and he 
trusted the day was not far distant when, 
by the admission of Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward Island, the people of the 
Dominion would be called upon to cele- 
brate the completion of the noble edifice 
of British North American Union (pro- 
longed cheers). 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN—One cannot fail to 
admire the enthusiasm which has charac: 
terized the speech of the hon. member 
who had just sat down, When I recall 
his remarks I cannot help thinking of an 
observation once made by the late Lord 
Elgin, that a Yankee would not be con- 
tent with the Garden of Eden but would 
go Westward. I think if the hon. mem. 
ber lives to see his aspirations realized, 
and thix inter-oceanic railway extended 
to the Pacific, he will feel, as Alexander of 
old, when he wept because there were no 
more worlds for him to conquer; for he 
will have come tothe waters of the Pacific 
and there is no more land westward for 
him to annex. The subject now before us 
presents itself in three aspects: First, 
the propriety of the union of British Co- 
lumbia; secondly, the mode of union ; 
and thirdly, the financial arrangement 
by which that union is to be obtained. 1 
will address myself first to the second pro- 
position, because it is the one most easy to 
dispose of. I am now referring to the 
constitutional aspect of the question as it 
presents itself to my mind. When the 
Bill with respect to Manitoba was before 
us last year, I doubted the constitution- 
ality of our proceedings at the time. It 
seems tome that the Government have 
been all the time taking an erroneous 
course, They failed to ssk foran address 
in the case of Rupert’s Land. whereas now 
they adopt that mode. But I see a difficulty 
connected with this question. There is a 
stipulation in the British North America 
Act which does not enable us to proceed 
simply by address for the purpose of 
admitting British Columbia into the Union. 
The 146th clause is as follows : ‘*It should 
be lawful for the Queen, by and with the 
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advice of Her Majesty’s Most Honorable 
Privy Council, on addresses from the 
Houses of the Parliament of Canada, and 
from the Houses of the respective legisla- 
tures of the colonies or Provinces of New- 
foundland, Prince Edward Island and Brit- 
ish Columbia, to admit those colonies or 
Provinces, or any of them, into the Union: 
and on address from the Houses of the 
Parliament of Canada to admit Rupert's 
land and the North Western territory, or 
either of them into the Union, on such 
terms and conditions in each case as are 
in the addresses expressed, and as the 
Queen thinks fit to approve, subject to the 
provisions of this Act ; and the provisions 
of any Order in Council in that behalf, 
shall have effect as if they had been enact- 
ed by the Parliament of the United King. 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland.’ Now, 
to my mind, we will only be able to admit 
British Columbia on the terms of the Impe- 
rial Act. Then,I find in the next clause 
the following with respect to the appoint- 
ment of Senators: ‘‘In case of the admis- 
sion of Newfoundland and Prince Edward 
Island, or either of them, each shall be 
entitled to a representation in the Senate 
of Canada of four members and (notwith- 
standing anything in this Act) in case of 
the admission of Newfoundland, their nor- 
mal number of Senators shall be seventy- 
six and their maximum number shall 
be eighty-two, &c.’”” I find no provision 
whatever in the Actfor the appointment 
of Senators from British Columbia, and 
when this address is carried before the 
Queen in Council, it will be impossible to 
name the Senators without an Imperial 
Statute. Here the maximum number of 
Senators is fixed at 82 after the admission 
of Prince Edward Island and Newfound. 
land, and there isno mention whatever of 
any power given to appoint Senators for 
British Columbia. In the next place, with 
respect to the representation, referring to 
the sections of the British North America 

| Act, we find a certain number provided 

i for a certain population—a certain number 

| for Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, according to population. This 
representation is to be increased on cer- 
tain conditions. A certain proportional 
rate in Quebec is to fix the rate in the other 
Provinces. Under the present arrange- 
ments six represeutatives are given to 
British Columbia in the House of Com- 
mons. This isin direct contravention of 
the Constitution and destroys the equili- 
brium which was est:blished in the Act. I 
now come to consider the propriety of 
the admission of British Columbia. I have 
not had the good fortune—ifit isa good 
fortune—to have been among those who 
were instrumental in assisting in the in- 
fancy of Confederation, However, if all 
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the brilliant prospects depicted by che hon. 
member are to be realized—if we are to 
become that great nation of which we 
are told; then I rejoice that we are getting 
along so well, though I have not had the 
honour of participating in the inaugura- 
tion of the scheme, and I shall rejoice to be 
so agreeably disappointed. After this Con- 
federation became an accomplished fact, I 
declared that I was prepared to accept it 
and do all inmy power to strengthen it. 
I still entertain these sentiments, and 
desire to express them unreservedly. 
1 am prepared to admit that we 
looked forward to the admission of 
British Columbia as a part of the Con- 
federation scheme, and perhaps communi- 
cation with the Pacific by means of an 
interoceanic Railway. But whilst I make 
this statement in good faith and wish most 
earnestly to see this country built up and 
strengthened I am not prepared to wander 
blindly into schemes which, in my judg- 
ment, we are not capable of carrying 
out. British Columbia was expected to 
come into Confederation, but it must be 
remembered that in accomplishing this 
union there were other objects—objects of 
» more material interest—kept in view 
and intended to be first carried out within 
the range of our ability. For instance, the 
completion of our canal system and -the 
improvement of communication between 
the existing Provinces, the development 
of our trade and commerce, the settle- 
mentof the waste lands of the country 
which we now possess. Now the main 
question on this case is a question of 
policy. Before proceeding to this, I would 
remark that there is something very sig- 
nificant in our political state. The hon: 
gentleman who has just sat down declared 
that it was for the iuterest of the British 
Empire that this railway should be built— 
that we should accomplish this work and 
develope our resources in order to consoli- 
date British power on this continent. But 
do we find a single dollar, assistance in 
any shape whatever contributed or pro- 
mised by the Empire? No, we do not 
even find that anything has been asked. 
In the case of the Intercolonial Railway 
we had the guarantee of the British Gov- 
ernment. Now we are asked to extend 
that road across the continent to the 
shores of the Pacific, andin that way hold 
up British power in America. Was that 
the object which brought these Provinces 
together? If that were the case, then we 
have a right to expect assistance from the 
British Government in accomplishing this 
great work. But what do we really see 
going on? We are told that we shall have 
the protection of Great Britain in case of 
difficulty, and yet the troops are re- 
moved, and we have evidences before 
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us to which we cannot be blind, that we 
are left in this Confederation entirely 
to ourselves. Though still a colony, we 
are extending our ter:itory westward to 
the Pacific and undertaking all the re- 
sponsibilities of these great enterprises, 
children as we are, we assume the obliga- 
tions ofan independent nationality, with- 
out the security and countenance we should 
have from the Parent State. It is not for 
me to complain of this, but I point out 
the facts for your careful consideration. 
Colonies, it should be remembered, are 
but attaches tothe empire, under the agis 
of the State from which they derive their 
existence. Can we reconcile the fact of 
undertaking such national responsibilities, 
with our existing political conditions. It is 
not of the nature of Colonies to be aggres- 
sive. Itnever bas been so. ‘This is the 
j attribute of the nation; this,,,..I 
/make no complaint of, but I note 
the fact, and as we say in law, may act of 
it. The policy of Confederation now being 
carried out as indicated by Imperial pro- 
ceedings and our Colonial movements is 
that we are to become an independent na- 
tion. The speech of the Hon. Postmas- 
ter General was certainly as argumenta- 
tive and masterly an exposition of the 
policy of the Government as could be ex- 
pected from one of its members. It has 
been truly said by that hon. gentleman 
that no one has opposed the admission of 
Britisk: Columbia into the Union. All of 
us seem to come to one point, and that is, 
as to the propriety of the Union. I be- 
lieve it isa necessity if we are to be- 
come a nationality that we should hold 
out the hand of friendship to the other 
Provinces. But because I feel this, it 
does not follow that lam to accept the 
Union on any terms. Here we are giving 
British Columbia a representation outside 
of the principle applied to the other sections 
of the Dominion. The advocates of this 
Union tell us that there are some 10,000 or 
12,000 whites and 50,000 Indians, in the 
country; but reading Dr. Ruttray’s work, 
the Indian population in 1867 is put down 
at 15,000, A considerable _differ- 
ence between the two _ estimates. 
In presenting this matter before us in the 
| light of a treaty, the Government are 
placing us in a very unfortunate position. 
A country like this, enjoying responsible 
| Government and representative institu- 
| tions for many years—with a superior 
system of colleges and schools—with a 
territory and resources in a high condition 
of development—is placed in the situa- 
tion of a minor Province in this question. 
) It was due to us as the larger, older, and 
‘more experienced country that we should 
| have had the matter first submitted to us. 
British Columbia has no responsible Gov- 
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ating to the Dominion of Canada. But 
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ernment—there is a Legislative Council, | 
only a portion of which is elective, The | 
Government is virtually a one man power 
—virtually a despotism. However, that 
Government arranges the terms of Union 
with the Dominion of Canada, and then the 
whole scheme is brought before us, and we 


are told that it is a treaty which we cannot | 


alter or amend. Such a courseis humili- 


the people of British America do not ap- | 
pear to consider it asa treaty, so far as 
they are concerned, for certain persons 
have sent in a requisition, according to the 
return before us, for some alterations in 
the terms. Under these circumstances no 
person can believe that we should not 
alter or modify these terms, and present 
them in that form which we think is most 
just and reasonable. The government 
have taken a very large and unnecessary 
responsibility upon themselves, and have 
endeavoured to tie the hands of both 
branches of Parliament so that they can- 
not deal, as they should, with these terms. 
The hon. gentleman who has just taken 
his seat has said that the only stumbling 
block in his way was the Interoceanic Rail- 
way, and I cannot for the life of me, see 
that; he succeeded in removing it, and 
I must still believe that it remains in the 
same place. He told usin most glowing 
terms what would be the consequences of 


building the railway, that we would 
find gold, coal, and other min. 
erals; but he did not tell. us 


how we are to get the hard cash to 
build the railway. Now the Northern 
Pacific Railway may be considered, in 
many respects, analogous to this railway. 
Now I have before me the report of the 
Chief Engineer, in 1867, and he estimates 
the cost of the road from Duluth to Seat- 
tle, the Pacific terminus, 1775 miles at 
$140,377,500 in greenbacks. At that time 
there would be $100,000,000 at. least. 
In his next report, made in 1870, the 
Engineer says: ‘In my _ report of 
1867, to which I have referred, was made, 
and an estimate of cost given of the entire 
road based upon a general knowledge of 
the country derived from the represen. 
tations of those who had passed over it. 
There was, at that time, no data for an 
estimate of cost of any portion of it from 
actual survey. Since then the report of 
Gen. Spalding hereto appended. had been 
received of his surveys, with a view to an 
estimate of cost have been made. His. 
estimate for this portion, 232 miles, is about 
$15,000 per mile, more than the estimate 
for the same distance in my published 
report. If the difference between the 
actual and the estimated cost is as great 
relatively on the remaining portion of the 
road, the whole cost of the road will be | 
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reduced to $125,000,000, and L think will 
not much exceed that ameuntit built with 
care and judgment, and with means ade- 
quate to its construction in the most 
economical manner.’’ That is about two 
thirds of the length of our road, adding 
one third, then, for our road, and taking 
ten per cent. premium in gold in 1869, 
we have the cost just $150,000,000 accord- 
ing to the report of the Engineer of the 
Northern Pacific. 

Now with respect to our ability to ac- 
complish the work. This Northern Pa- 
cific was incorporated in 1864, and after 
haying been for two years in the market 
we find the following statement made by 
the shareholders. 

“The corporation organized under their 
charter in the summer of 1864, and being 
deeply impressed with the importance of 
the enterprise, immediately inaugurated 
measures to provide funds for the con- 
struction of their road. But notwith- 
standing the many favourable provisions 
in their charter, including a liberal land 
grant, it was found impracticable after the 
most diligent and pérseyering efforts to in- 
duce capitalists to embark in the enter- 
prise.”’ 

The result was that the Company did not 
get parties to invest in the work—they 
found that the land grant was not sufficient, 
With respect to the terms now proposed, 
we find the Government promise to com- 
mence the work within two and com- 
plete it by ten years. The Government 
admit that they have made a mistake— 
that is perfectly clear. On no point, in 
my Opinion, was the Postmaster General 
led into such deep water as on this. In 
the other House, we find the leader of the 


Government coming forward and propos- 
‘ing a resolution as to the mode in which 


the road is to be built. Now, if the terms 
of the original resolutions are perfectly 
clear, why try and explain them afterwards. 
The difficulty is that the resolution in ques- 
tion does not affect our obligation. The 
Government of their own volition pledge 
us to construct a railway within a certain 
term of years. Governor Musgrave lets us 
into the secret of the opinion, he and others 
in British Columbia entertain with respect 
to the arrangement. He says frankly that 
they asked really more than they hada 
right to expect. As my hon. friend from 
St. John (Mr. Hazen) said the other day, I 
cannot see how they had “ the cheek’’ to 
make such a demand upon us. However, 
we voluntarily pledge ourselves, through 
the Government, to build the railway. We 
do not say that we will try to get somebody 
to build it, but we pledge ourselves to 
construct it—we contract a solemn obli- 
gation. My hen. friend, the Postmaster 
General surely cannot believe that we are 
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not bound literally to this pledge. If he 
does, then he must consider us—I! do not 
like to use the word—certainly wanting in 
common sense. If the Postmaster General 
gives a promissory note to any one, and it 
is negociated and falls into the hands of a 
third party. When it falls due, he says, I 
did not promise to pay it absolutely in 
three months. But the law does not give 
any such interpretation as that to contracts. 
If the Government does not keep faith 
in matters of treaty, its name and honour 
must suffer in the estimation of the world. 
I do not believe that they will add to the 
reputation of this country by imitating a 


system which must of necessity stamp us 


with Punic perfidy, from the very fact that 
we cannot fulfil our obligation. The Post- 
master General has referred to the pro- 
gress, of the wealth and the great develop- 
ment of the resources of this country ; but 
T have made a simple comparison between 
the debt of the United States and our own. 
The debt of, the United States was, on 
the first of November, 1870, $2,346,931,- 
652, or $60.50 per head, The revenue last 
year was $393,000,000. The surplus was 
$162,000,000. Now the debt of Canada is 
$80,000,000, and if we add $150,000,000 to 
the amount, we have a debt of $230,000,- 
000, equal to $2,300,000,000 for the 
United States, which has only just 
emerged from a long and most expensive 
war. In old times—some twenty years 
ago—we were accustomed to be horrified 
at the expenditure of a few millions, 
whereas now we are prepared at once to 
contract obligations to the extent of hun- 
dreds of millions. If the Postmaster Gen- 
eral was unfortunate in any part of his 
argument, it was when he came to refer to 
the history of railway enterprises in this 
country. He says that they have redound- 
ed to the benetit of Canada. I am quite 
prepared to admit that. I have great con- 
fidence in railways—they are eminently 
civilizers. We have not, however, ex- 
pended $100,000,000 on the construction 
of these works. Capital came in largely 
from abroad, and those who invested it 
haye never received one dollar for the in- 
vestment. When the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way was proposed, we loaned £3,000 a mile. 
We had preferential security on the 
stock—we were told that the road would 
pay large dividends, but that failed 
to turn out the case. Then from time to 
time we were called upon to prop up the 
undertaking and assist it, and we did so. 
We relieved our loan by allowing preferen- 
tial securities to be placed before us. The 
result is, that we have a railway which is 
certainly useful to the country, but all the 
capital has been sunk, and the sharehold- 
ers have received no benefit from it. We 


found some of them high in office—some of 
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them still so—prominent in bringing for- 
ward the scheme, and putting a glowing 
prospectus before the English people. The 
people who built the road, who were per- 
suaded into giving up their savings and 
capital, were ladies and others, who had 
been impoverished in consequence of the 
inability of the Company to pay a single 
dollar of profit. Does the Postmaster Gen- 


eral desire to see the stock taken up in the © 


same way, and the same results accrue 
from the proposed railroad. ‘There is 
another feature of the proposition which 
does not present itself more favourably to 
my mind. We are told that the road is to 
be built by private Companies. I very 
much fear that instead of having it built 
within ten years, it will be advanced very 
slowly in order to suit the purposes of 
private speculators. We are told that if 
we make any change in this treaty we must 
send it back to British Columbia for ratifi- 
cation. Ido net see that this would be 
unwise. If we find that this is a project 


that we should not entertain, that itis far 


too onerous for this country, then | main. 
tain we should take the only course open 
to us, consistent with our duty to: the 
country. We should not undertake, as 
honest men, what we cannot see we are 
prepared to accomplish. None of us would 
undertake to incur a debt or perform an 
obligation which we have no present means 
of accomplishing; and yet this is precise- 
ly what the Government are doing. If 
they trust to the future to develop our 
resources and enable us to perform our 
obligation, they are trifling with Provi- 
dence and not acting according to the 
principles that should govern their action. 
British Columbia has a right to know what 
we can and ought to do—we should not 


hold out hopes to her people which we . 


may not be able to realize. We are told 
that this work can be accomplished by 
means of private conapanies, but I cannot 
believe any such company will be obtained 
when it is known that this road is to cost 
what has been stated. If the company can 
be found to take stock in this road, we 
may be sure it will not be long before it 
will come to us and tell the Government 
that they must build it themselves. The 
Postmaster General was unfortunate in his 
remarks respecting public opinion on this 
question. [| did not read all the news- 
papers, but I have seen a good many since 
the subject came up, and notice that very 
grave doubts are not only expressed in the 
Globe, but in one of the organs of the Govy- 
ernment, the Toronto Telegraph, that we 
have made such a financial arrangement. 
The local newspapers throughout the 
country pretty generally admit that the 
scheme is unjust to the Dominion. An- 
other point which I must refer to is the 
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purchase of the lands. Whilst the 
Government undertake to incur so enor. 
mous an expenditure in connection 
with the railway, they agree to pay $100,- 
Q00 yearly in consideration of the lands 
advanced for the construction of that work. 
How the Government could ever have 
entertained a proposition of that character, 
[cannot understand. If British Columbia 
has any interest in having this road built, 
and uniting with Canada, surely she ought 
to be willing to give up so much of her 
territory as will be necessary for the pur- 
pose of securing communication between 
them and us. The more I consider the 
financial features of thé scheme, as res- 
pects the railway, the more I see their 
unfairness, and am convinced of my duty 
to oppose them When we ask for delay, 
we are told that ifwe do not act promptly, 
we may lose the colony. British Colum. 
bia is connected with the same great coun- 
try to which we belong. If the United 
States should lay their hands upon it or 
make any bargain with any body living in 
the colony to annex it, the act on the 
part of any one in thé colony would be 
treason, and as respects the United States 
a cause of war with England. All that we 
need to do is to show our willingness to 
receive British Columbia, and endeavour 
to meet her wishes conscientiously and 
honestly, but within the measure of our 


‘ability, Although I have great hopes of 


the future of this country, and believe 
thatits progress must be promoted by the 
acquisition of the North West and the 
deyelopment of its resources—although: I 
have every desire to see the colony of 
British Columbia united to the Confedera. 
tion, yet Icannot give my assent to pro- 
positions which would pledge this country 
to undertake what it cannot possibly per- 
form, and under these circumstances I 
must sustain the amendment (hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—The policy of 
admitting British Columbia into the Union 
is acknowledged by every gentleman who 
has addressed this House since the debate 
on the resolutions commenced to-day. Not 
only is the advisability of this policy ad- 
mitted by the country at large, but the 
very Act of Parliament under which we 
sit here contemplates the extension of the 
limits of the Confederation to the shores 
of the Pacific. Inasmuch as that policy is 
admitted, there is no necessity for making 
any elaborate argument in its favor, what 
we have to consider 1s whether it is timely 
and wise to acquiesce ip the terms on 
which it is proposed to acquire British 
Columbia. With respect to the time, | 
think it has been always acknowledged 
throughout the country that the sooner all 
the provinces on this continent are united 
under one Government, the better for the 
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interests of the whole. Therefore, I think 
it is unnecessary to say anything as to the 
timeliness of entering into this arrange- 
ment, and I may proceed to discuss the 
terms. But before doing that I may say a 
few words with respect to the form in 
which this question is set before us. It 
has been commonly described as a treaty 
—a term rather too important, perhaps, 
but, nevertheless, I use it for the sake of 
convenience, since it has been accepted in 
this debate asa proper mode of expression. 
We must therefore accept or reject it as a 
whole—we cannot amend it. So it is with 
reference toevery agreement entered into 
between peoples or individuals. If the 
agents of two individuals agree upon an 
arrangement reserving for the principals 
to affirm or reject, the effect of altering it 
is to throw it back and leave matters just 
where they were before. That would be 
the effect of our amending this agree- 
ment with British Columbia. If we alter. 
ed it in the slightest degree, that is doing 
what British Columbia never agreed to. 
Should we offer other terms, it would be 
necessary that British Volumbia should 
have an opportunity of saying whether 
she would assent to them or not. It is 
better as it—that this more important 
body, which has to control Dominion af. 
fairs, and arrange the taxation of the 
whole Confederation, should have the last 
word in this matter and say whether we 
should close the bargain or not. The 
terms have been arranged under three 
heads—the political, financial, and rail- 
way. Now, with respect to the financial 
features of the scheme, every one must 
admit that it is absolutely necessary that 
British Columbia should have the ability to 
support her local government, and of 
meeting her local requirements. Now 
looking into the terms they seem to me 
fair and reasonable. The Dominion agrees 
to pay an annual subsidy of $35,000, as in 


| the case of the other Provinces; also, 80 


cents per head, equivalent to $48,000. 
These sums amount to only $83,000, which 
is evidently altogether inadequate to meet 
the local wants of the colony. ‘lhere- 
fore it was found necessary to supple- 
ment that amount by $100,000—no very 
extravagant sum certainly. If instead of 
$35,000, it had been shown that $135,000 
was required by British Columbia, in order 
to maintain her provincial services, and 
make such local improvements as she 
would require, this country could not 
have objected to give it, and that too 
without receiving any equivalent in 
the shape of land. Instead of that, 
however, the Government of the Dominion 
has stipulated that a strip of land, 40 
miles wide, should be given along the route 
of the proposed railway in British Colum- 
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bia. If the information we have respect- 
ing the country is at all correct, that land 
must become very valuable in the course 
of time, and | think the country has every 
reason to be satisfied with this part ef the 
arrangement. With respect to the consti- 
tutional or political terms—-the representa- 
tion in the House of Commons and Senate 
has been particularly referred to. It is 
quite true thatit is not arranged quite in 
accordance with the terms of the British 
North America Act, but it must be remem- 
bered that those terms have been departed 
from in the case of other Provinces which 
have been added to the Dominion, and the 
Parliament has assented to the policy. 
The question is, whether would it be just 
to the Provinces in question, considering 
their isolated position and sparsely settled 
condition, to apply to them a principle 
which, carried out strictly, would probably 
leave them without any representation 
worth mentioning. Sound as the princi- 
ple of representation may be, in the case 
of countries well settled, we must take 
territorial area and the circumstances of a 
colony into the account at times. It is 
certainly desirable that when we acquire 
any very great territory we should have in 
Parliament a certain number of gentlemen 
in both Houses to inform us with respect 
to the resources, condition and require- 
ments of the country. The provisions re- 
specting the railway have then been refer- 
red to as very objectionable, but it has 
been very justly remarked by the Post- 
master General that whilst this arrange- 
ment was before the House for several 
months, there was scarcely an adverse 
opinion expressed in the press against it. 
The acquisition of British Columbia in fact, 
is merely carrying out a policy which led to 
the annexation of Manitoba and the North 
West Territory. Now, hon. gentlemen will 
acknowledge that there will be~no ad- 
vantage in acquiring these territories un- 
less there are communications opened up 
to enable immigrants to come in and fill 
up the waste lands and make them profit- 
able. Two years ago when the subject of 
communication with the North West Ter- 
ritery was before the House, I had an op- 
portunity of urging the necessity and pro- 
priety of opening up communications from 
the head of Lake Superior to Fort Garry 
through British Territory. We then had 
Mr. Dawson’s Report before us which stat- 
ed that for a moderate expenditure a very 
tolerable route could be opened up which 
would enable immigrants to be transferred 
trom the head of the Lake for a very 
small sum. In point of economy it 
is the true policy to open up this 
communication in some way from the head 
of Lake Superior. 1 think every effort 
should be made to give us a secure and 
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economical route for immigrants into the 
heart of the North West country. As re- 
spects the railway also, our policy should 
be as economical as practicable. I said 
at the time in question that the way to 
build up our country was to improve our 
communications and preserve friendly re- 
lations with the United States. Now a 
great deal has been said about the inju- 
diciousness of building a railway through 
a comparatively terra ineognita. I quite 
agree with gentlemen on this point, but I 
must again refer to what I said two years 
ago—that our policy should be to build a 
railway Westward from Pembina to Fort 
Garry, and thence westward to the Rocky 
Mountains, and thoroughly to explore the 
country eastward from Fort Garry to the 
settled portions of Ontario. What does. 
this resolution say ? 


‘611, The Government of the Dominion 
undertake to secure the commencement 
simultaneously, within two years from the 
date of Union, of the construction of a 
Railway from the Pacific towards the Kocky 
Mountains, and from such point as may be 
selected, East of the Rocky Mountains, towards 
the Pacific, to connect the seaboard of British 
Columbia with the railway system of Canada ; 
and further, to secure the completion of 
such railway within ten years from the 
date of Union.”’ 


If the railways of the United States are 
built up to the boundaries of the North 
West Territories, as they will be very soon, 
why not avail ourselves of the facilities 
they will afford us and thereby save large 
expenditures for the present. Beginning 
our railway then, westward of the frontier, 
we can work our way easily and economi- 
cally ; we can carry materials and supplies 
without difficulty; and furthermore we 
will at once open up a country most suit- 
able for emigrants. Ido not believe any 
other course than this can be easily adopt- 
ed under existing circumstances. I do not 
yield to any honorable gentleman in the 
desire to see an Interoceanic Railway 
through British territory, but we should 
advance prudently, usmg the American 
lines to our North Western frontier, build 
our railway westwards through our prairie 
lands, which are so attractive to settlers, 
and carefully explore the country between 
Fort Garry and Lake Nipissing before un- 
dertaking to build a railway through it. I 
am not going to say anything with respect 
to the probable cost of a railway. There 
are no data which will enable any one in 
this House to make any positive assertions 
on the subject. We know thata great deal 
of the country through which it will run 


| is prairie, and the expenses of construction 


there wiil not be very great. We also. 
know from the experience of our neigh- 
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bours, that railway companies have found 
prairie land a very profitable source of 
revenue, Companies that were considered 
ruined at one time have eventually made 
fortunes out of such property. I can 
imagine a railway which, built with the 
aid of land grants and a small money sub- 
sidy, will combine with the American sys- 
tem and connect us in that way with the 
shores of the Pacific Ocean. Sucha scheme 
would not involve us in any ruinous ex- 
penditures, but, connected with a compre 


hensive system of immigration, would have 
_ much effect upon the development of our 


resources. JI am not afraid of those 
enormous burthens of which some hon. 
gentlemen have spoken being undertaken. 
I believe there is sufficient good judgment 
in the Parliament and Government to pre- 
vent any suchruinous results. It must be re- 


- membered too, that gentlemen from British 


Columbia will have places in Parliament, 
and will have an equal interest with our. 
selves in promoting the prosperity of the 
Donsinion and preventing any unnecessary 
burthens being imposed on the country at 
large. It is absurd to say that the Ex- 
chequer of the Dominion is to be burthen. 
ed with an expenditure of $100,000,000— 
no one can seriously believe that there is 
any such design in contemplation. Would 
any government be insane enough to pro- 
pose such a thing? Would the country 
sanction the policy ? Or, in the next place, 


consider the utter impossibility of borrow- | 
It is not Par- ¢ 
hamentary to suggest that gentlemen do’ 


ing such a sum of money. 


not mean what they say, but certainly I 
do not understand how the hon. gentle- 


man near me can think for a moment that ; 


the resources of the country will be bur- 
thened with $100,000,000 to expend in this 
or any other enterprise. 


burthen to the finances of the Dominion, 
atthe same time I feel we have a very 
strong claim on the British Government 
for assistance to this project. I cannot 


doubt that that-claim will be admitted in ; 
later. Of 
may combine to. 


sooner or 
things 
accomplishment of the 


some way 
course many 
delay the 

project. 
questionably prevent us getting money to 
build it—two or three bad harvests in our 
own country would have the same effect ; 
but ave hope that such calamities will not 
occur. If it is possible to build this road 
in the way proposed, the progress that this 
country will make during the next twenty 
years will be greater than we can now 
imagine, and enable us to meet any 
abilities we may incur in connection with 
an undertaking which will be one of the 
chief causes of the increased prosperity of 
the Dominion. 
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A war in Europe would un.» 
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consider the progress of this country since 
the construction of railways they would 
look with more confidence into the future. 
Reference has been made to the Grand 
Trunk Railway, in the course of the de- 
bate, for the purpose of awaking fears in 
the minds of some gentlemen with re- 
spect to the proposed road. It ought by 
this time to be admitted that the Grand 
Trunk Railway has contributed more than 
anything else to the progress of this 
country. If the rates of traffic which pre- 
vailed when the Company was first estab- 
lished had continued for three or four 
years after the G. T. R. was completed, 
the results would have been very different 
from what they were. The profits would 
then have fully come up to the promises 
held out in the prospectus. I would also 
say that I do not know of any country 
that has had its railways constructed so 
economically for herself as Canada. The 
expenditure upon railways in the Province 
of Canada—now Ontario and Quebec— 
was, as nearly as possible, $125,000,000 of 
which the Province only contributed some 
$20,000,000, Almost every other country 
situated as Canada is, that had-to obtain 
money from abroad to build railways, had 
to guarantee a return of 5 per cent. I 
hope that this house will do as elsewhere 
and adopt these resolutions. My hon. 


friend spoke of dictation on the part of 
_the other party to the agreement, namely 


British Columbia. I repeat that I cannot 
see any force in that objection. 1 think 
that whilst it is quite possible that the 
clause on the subject of the railway might 
be more clearly drawn up. it appears to be 
fully supplemented by the resolution that 
has been introduced elsewhere. I think 
that we may safely calculate on the pro- 
gress that the Dominion has made and is 
making. Hon. gentlemen must admit 
that an unpreced:nted prosperity pre- 
vails throughout the country. Now it is 
obvious that had Confederation been the 
unwise measure that some gentlemen pre- 
dicted, this prosperity would hardly now | 
exist. The bounteous harvests, have, of 
course, much to do with the prevalent 
prosperity—much is due to the energy and 
industry of the people; but still Confed- 
eration, which has made us one people, 
and gives every section an interest in the 
prosperity of the whole, has tended to. 
stimulate activity and develope our re- 
sources, All that we are now asked to do 
is to strengthen the Confederation by ad- 
ding another Province, and developing 
resources which it must be hoped will en- 


hance the prosperity and wealth of the Do- 
minion, (applause ) 


Hon. Mr. DEVER said he did not think 


it was necessary for him to say much on 
this subject, seeing it was so ably debated 
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by both sides of the House already. 
principle of Union, until all British Amer- 
ica was united, was admitted by every 
speaker on either side of the House. All 
then that remained to be done was to settle 
on the details of this contract, and as he 
had no reason to change his opinion and 
refuse to entertain that confidence he had 
steadily held in the honesty, wisdom, and 
legislative ahility of the statesmen who 
projected Union, and had carried it on so 
tar triumphantly, he saw no reason now to 
place his confidence in an Opposition, some 
of whom he knew to be actuated by no 
higher motives than infuriated disappoint- 
ment. In answer to the remarks of some 
of the Opposition as to the value of the 
possessions in question no better answer 
could be given than the following statement 
taken from the New York Tribune of a late 
date. Speaking of the resources of British 
America the New York Tribune said: ‘‘The 
Red River and Saskatchewan territories 
embrace an area large enough for four or 
five large States of superior prairie and 
upland soil, with a good supply of coal and 
gold, and equal for agricultural purposes to 
Northern Michigan, Milwaukee, and Min- 
nesota. Beyond the Rocky Mountains 1s 
British Columbia, abounding with gold, and 
containing the best and most abundant 
coal mines yet found on the Pacific Slope. 
It has a superior soil, a magnificent climate, 
and an abundance of fish. That colony is 
in every respect in ‘natural superiority,”’ 
fully on a par with California and Oregon, 
and the Territory of Washington.” 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monpay, April 3rd, 187]. 
After routine, 
PRINTING. 


Mr. D. A. MACDONALD complained of 
delay in printing Bills. He feared that the 
delay was caused by inadequacy of prices 
charged and paid, The efficiency and 
promptitude of the old arrangement were 
wanting. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON corroborated this 
statement, and pointed out that the pub- 
lic lost, instead of gaining, by the present 
system despite the nominal saving in cost. 

Mr. YOUNG said the present cheap sys- 
tem had proved to be inefficient, just 
as he had predicted it 
would, when this matter was 
before the House about two _ years 
ago. As much (if not more) was paid for 
printing as under the old system. He 
thought the chairman of the Printing Coiu- 
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The | mittee, who was present, ought to call the 
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Committee together at as early a day as 
possible, and bring this question before 
them, so that some means might be taken 
to have the printing done more rapidly. 
He believed that the prices paid, taking all 
the different sections of the contract, were 
more than under the old contract,and at the 
same time, the work was not done in the 
same way as by the old contractors. The 
House must have learned from experiénce 
that it would have been much better to 
have taken the experience of practical 
men, and to have given fair prices tor good 
work (hear, hear). 

Mr. STEPHENSON said the work was 
done as promptly now zs ever it had been 
done. He thought it was unfair and unjust 
so far as the contractor was concerned to 
bring up these complaints here. 


Mr. D. A. MACDONALD said he merely 
spoke from his own experience, and he 
had found very great delay in furnishing 
work. 

Mr. SIMARD confirmed the statements 
of ihe hon. member for Glengary (Mr. D. 
A. Macdonald) respecting delays in print- 
ing Bills. Especially with respect to French 
documents, he was compelled to say that 
justice had not been done the House. 


Mr. MACDONALD (Lunenburg) said the 
Printer in this case had given reasons for 
delay which were not satisfactory. He 
stated two of his machines had given way. 
Now, such excuses should not suffice. The 
Printer ought to have sufficient presses to 
take the place of those which might break. 
He ought also to have an adequate staff of 
printers. While these were reasons for 
dilatoriness in supplying the printing, 
they were not proper excuses. Hunter and 
Rose having had to throw up their contract, 
there was no establishment im the city 
where any printing could be done but that 
of Mr. Taylor. The Printing Committee 


therefore, were without the 
means of supplying the _ present 
deficiency. 1t was unfortunate there 


should be delay, but they could not help 
it,as the present low price had driven 
away competition. It was for the House 
to say whether the present contract should 
be continued till the end of the contract 
period of five years, or adopt a new sys- 
tem. 


Mr. STEPHENSON said the printing was 
as well done now as formerly, quite as 
promptly, while more cheaply. The Print- 
ers were not to blame, the fault of delay 
not lying with them. 


Mr. SIMARD had gone to the transla- 
tor’s office to learn the cause of velay, and 
had learned the Printers had more work 
in their hands than they could perform. 


Ee 


had too much work to 
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The last speaker could not as a practical 
man say he would undertake composition 
at twenty-tive cents a thousand ems. The 
translators at any rate were not respon- 
sible for the delay. 

Mr. BROUSSEAU stated that the 
Printer had excused himself by stating he 
do, and that Gov- 
érnment sometimes insisted on their mea- 
sures taking precedence. The Printing 
Committee should consider as to the best 
means of expediting the work. } 

‘The subject was dropped. 


[APRIL 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following Bills were read a secona 
and third time and passed : 


A Bill to incorporate the District of Bed- 
ford Bank. 


A Bill to 
Liverpool. 


An Act to amend the charter of the Sun 
Insurance Company. 


incorporate the Bank of 


_ THE PROROGATION. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER in reply to 
Mr. Masson, of Soulanges, said that the 
intention of the Government was that, 
this House should sit every day this week, 
excepting on Good Friday. Ifthe House 
would support the Government in des. 
patching the public business as speedily 
as possible, there was an expectation that 
His Excellency could prorogue the House 
on Saturday next, but that it depended 
on the progress made with the business 
of both Houses, 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he hardly need- 
ed to say that ifthe Government and their 
friends would show a less factious spirit ‘ 
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Government intended to proceed with all - 
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Prorogation. 


| the Bills on the orders of the day. 'To- 


morrow or Wednesday the Minister of 
Finance would be inaposition to lay the 
supplementary estimates before the House 
and then there was a measure which was 
not yet before the House, to extend to 
Manitoba and British Columbia when it 
should come into the Union the general 
clause of the Act relating to the Public 
Departments just for a short time. Then, 
with regard to the election law, Govern- 
ment intended to proceed with it. The 
reason why they did not press it earlier, 


was on account of the absence 
of the honourable member for 
Lambton, the hon. member for West 


Durham and other important members on 
the opposite side of the House. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—My excuse is thatI 
was away on election business (a laugh). 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was idle, from 
what had just been said to expect that the 
House should be prorogued on Saturday. 
Friday would be a holiday. What reason 
‘was there to suppose, then, that the 
supplementary estimates, which would be 
of unusual magnitude, coming down on 
Wednesday, too, could be disposed of in 
-time to prorogue the House on Saturday. 
Why could not the Government say to 


‘their followers that it would be impossible 


than they had done, the business would } 


be greatly facilitated, (laughter.) But the 
Government must tell the House what 
measures they intended to push on to 
completion. It was well known that there 
Were some measures, one large one in 
particular, which the House had not yet 
had time to read, which would require 
long discussion in Committee as well as 
in this House. Then there was the 
Election Bill which had been postponed 
indefinitely without any reason that he 
could see. If the Government would deal 
with that Bill in the way he would like, 
perhaps it would not occupy much time, but 
if they did not deal with it in that spirit, it 
would take a great deal of time. It was 
of the last importance that the business 
should be done well, no matter what time 
it should take. The country did not ex- 
pect them to push business through in an 
immature state. 

Hon. SirGEQO. E. CARTIER said that 
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to prorogue the House this week, instead 
of endeavoring to throw the blame of 
delay on those who were willing to remain 
any length of time, in order to discharge 
their duty faithfully to the country. 

The subject was dropped. 


REVENUE COLLECTION, MANITOBA. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY, in reply to Mr. 
Oliver, said that no returns of revenues 
collected in Manitoba had yet been receiy- 
ed by the Government. In reply to 
another question as to whether the Hud- 
son’s Bay, Company had paid any duties on _ 
goods imported into the North West Lerri- 
tory in 1870 and if so, how much, the 
Minister of Customs said it was difficult to 
get accurate returns, but he believed about 
$10,500 had been received in duties from 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. These were 
paid for goods consumed in territory which 
was supposed to belong to Ontario before 
the acquisition of the North West by the 
Dominion. The amount paid to the 30th 
June last was $10,422. 

Mr. MILLS asked if Government intend - 
ed to appoint a Collector of Customs at 
York Factory. 

Hon, Mr. TILLEY replied that the mat. 
ter was under the consideration of the 
Government. He had a communication 
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from the Collector of Customs at Sault 
Ste Marie to the effect that collections 
could ke made through him. During the 
past year $5,522 had been collected at 
Sault Ste Marie on goods imported via 
York Factory into the Dominion. 


THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE TROOPS. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved for an Ad- 
dress to Her Majesty setting forth: That 
this House fully recognizes the duty of the 
Dominion to maintain order throughout 
the vast Territory now entrusted to its care, 
and also its obligation to contribute to the 
utmost of its power towards its own defence 
against foreign invasion from whatever 
quarter. That this House does not desire to 
express any Opinion upon the system of 
~ concentration which they learn has now 
become the settled policy of Her Majesty’s 
Government, but that nevertheless in view 
of the peculiar and anomalous position of 
Canada, lying as it does, conterminous for 
several thousand miles with a very power- 
ful State, many of whose inhabitants are 
notoriously actuated by sentiments of bit- 
ter hostility to the British Empire—this 
House cannot but feel that the above 
policy, however just and expedient it may 
be as a whole, has been pushed to an ex- 
treme limit in the case of this Dominion, 
and that the total and precipitate;withdraw- 
alof all garrisons and munitions of war from 
every portion of British North America, 
(prior to the perfect consolidation of these 
extensive Provinces under one Govern- 
ment) is calculated to excite much un. 
easiness in the minds of many of Her Ma- 
jesty’s most faithful subjects on this Con- 
tinent. He said he was aware that there 
were people both in the House and outside 
of it, who deemed it unwise to deal with a 
subject of this kind. He thought differ 
ently however, for if this;was not a subject 
with which this Parliament should deal, 
it was idle for them to sit here. In view 
of the discussions in the British Parliament 
and the assurances of the British Govern- 
ment to the Canadian Government, it 
would be unwise for this House to shut 
their eyes to any part of the Imperial 
policy affecting this Dominion. He did not 
intend in the slightest degree to censure 
the colonial policy of great Britain. He 
merely wished to speak of it as affecting 


this Colony which was admitted to 
occupy a different position from 
that of any other Colony of 


the Empire. There was no doubt that the 
Government of Great Britain had shown a 
want of vigor and zeal in protecting the 
honour of Canada. He contrasted the 
manner in which the British Government 
had acted whena Canadian subject had 
been murdered by rebels in the North 
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West while under British authority, with 

the course which the Imperial Government 

pursued towards Abyssinia in the recent 

expedition to that country. The contrast 

between the policy of Great Britain to her 

subjects in the East and her subjects in 

the West was a little too marked. Then 

again, with regard to the Fenian invasion, 

the mother country had not taken up our 
cause as she should have done. He con- 

trasted the manner in which the Fenian 
leaders had been treated by the American 
Government, with the treatment which 
the St. Albans’ raiders had received at our 

hands. Did any one suppose that if the 
Ku Klux organization established head- 
quarters in Canada, and made occasional 
raids into the United States (and he con. 
sidered that the Ku Klux were very simi- 
lar in character to the Fenians) did any 
one suppose that the United States Gov- 
ernment would not have demanded repar- 
ation for the outrages without delay. The 
Fenian raids were the result of 
hostility to Great Britain 
and this Dominion was subjected to out- 
rages from the Fenian organization through 
our position as a British Colony. He be- 
lieved, therefore, that Great Britain should 
have taken up our cause with greater 
energy and promoutitude than she had 
done, and demanded indemnification for 
these raids. It was hardly fair or gener- 
ous for Great Britain to withdraw her 
troops at the time they were taken from 
the country. The request of this Govern- 
ment that a small body of troops should 
be left with us to serve as a rallying point: 
in case of emergency, should not have been 
deniedus. He had not the slightest doubt 
that the people of this country were com- 
petent to repel raiders on this country, 
but still, the Imperial Government should 
have left some small assistance in case of 
sudden attack. The fortifying of Halifax 
was practically useless, for the only enemy 
we had to fear would not take the trouble 
to attack us through a sea-port while much 
more convenient localities could be found 
on our frontier. He dontaded by sharply 
criticising the policy of Mr. Gladstone's 
Government. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he de- 
sired to call the attention of the hon. 
mover of the resolution to the circum- 
stance that his motion did not recite the 
real state of the facts. Though unfortu- 
nately the greater number of Her Majesty’s 
troops had been withdrawn from the Do- 
minion, they had not been withdrawn 
entirely, there being still the garrisons at 
Halifax and Quebec. As to the merits of 
the motion he might say that, generally, it 
embodied the views of the Government. 
The Government had availed itself of every 
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entire withdrawal of Her Majesty’s troops, 
and one of the express objects for which he 
and the member for North Lanark had 
visited England was for that purpose. 
Subsequently the Postmaster General was 
deputed to press on the Imperial Govern- 
ment the necessity for not withdrawing 


Beauharnois 


the whole of the troops, and especially of 


continuing Quebec as a permanent garrison 
on the same footing as Halifax. He had 
been instructed to urge that Quebec was, 
as it were, the Gibraltar of the Continent, 
and that it was most important that a cer- 
tain number of British troops should be 
stationed there. The Government would 


not offer any opposition to the passage of 


the resolution, but when the House should 


be in Committee on it, he hoped the mover 
would alter itso as to correctly state the 
facts of the case, and he would suggest 
also that there should be added a clause 
to the effect that the House expected that 
Quebec would be continued permanently 


to be occupied by British troops. He could 


not, however, agree with the desponding 


view which the member for Lennox had 
taken of the question, with regard to the |~ 


determination of England to maintain, with 
all her might, the British Flag on the 
Continent. 


applied to the defence of their country, 
on the contrary, they had been informed 
in several despatches that the arrangement 
was merely for times of peace, and the 
Imperial Government had given repeated 
assurances that in case of need the power 
and might of England would always be 
ready to defend Canada. He made these 
remarks in order to remove any doubts on 
the subject that might be created in the 
minds of the people by the expressions of 
the member for Lennox. He himself, and 
the Government also, was quite sure that 
England was determined to continue the 
British connection, and that nothing would 
ever be done on the part of England which 
would be conducive to break up the happy 
tie now uniting the different parts of the 
Dominion. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he should have 
no objection to make the alterations sug- 
gested. | 

The House then went into Committee to 
consider the. resolution, Hon. Mr. 
BLANCHET in the chair, and rising, re. 
ported progress, and asked leave to sit 
to-morrow, 


BEAUHARNOIS CANAL. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved an 
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Lhough the Government re- 
gretted the sudden withdrawal of the 
troops, they had, at the same time, been 
repeatedly assured that that withdrawal 
was not with a view to impress the people 
of Canada with the feeling that in case of 
need, the power of England would not be 
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Address for a statement of monies expend- 
ed on the Beauharnois Canal. He regretted 
that the Canal Commission had not given 
this Canal the attention it ought to have 
received, He had replied to a series of 
questions put to him on the subject by 
the Commissioners, but found on his arrival 
at Ottawa that his letter had not been con- 
sidered, The canal had, undoubtedly, been 
constructed on the wrong side of the river, 
and he trusted the Government would ask 
an appropriation of money to remedy the 
evil, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Govern. 
ment had no objection to agree to the 
address, as the mover said that the canal 
had been built on the wrong side of the 
river, and that the amount required for 
its enlargement would exceed that neces- 
sary to construct a canal on the other side. 
The letter written by the hon, member had 
been lost sight of, but the Government 
would take his views into consideration. 

Motion carried, 


CONDUCT OF SOLDIERS IN THE N. W. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved an 
address for copies of correspondence res. 
pecting the conduct of soldiers forming 
part of the Military Expedition. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said there 
was no correspondence on the subject that 
could be brought before the House. 

Motion allowed to stand. 

Orders in Council, Departmental Regu: 
lations, &ec. 

Mr. MILLS renewed his motion for the 
consideration of a resolution declaring it 
expedient that Orders in Council, Depart- 
mental Regulations and Proclamations of 
a permanent character, having the force 
of law, be printed each year, in the same 
manner as the statutes of Canada. He 
hoped no objection would be made to the 
motion, as he was satisfied the publication 
of the documents would prove a great 
convenience, 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
question was one of money, rather than 
anything else, and the Government would 
give their attention to the matter, and 
would show their decision when the sup- 
plementary estimates were brought down. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said when the 
motion was first made, he had doubted the 
expediency of the proposal, but from cir- 
cumstances that had recently come to his 
knowledge, he was persuaded ot the neces- 
sity of publishing all such documents. He 
was often surprised, however, to see how 
ready the House was to hand over the leg- 
islative power to the Government. 


Motion allowed to stand. 
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PUBLICATION OF DEBATES. 


Hon. Mr. BLANCHET moved an in- 
struction to the Hon. the Speaker with 
other Commissioners on Internal Economy 
of the House to secure Stenographers for 
the publication of debates. He said he 
had no fault to find with the way in which 
the debates were at present published in 
the newspapers, but. he thought it was 
very necessary that a full official report 
should be published in both languages. 
He spoke of the anxiety of persons to be- 
come members of the House. not only on 
account of being able to represent the in- 
terests of their constituents, but on ac- 
count of the vast amount of. information 


to be obtained while sitting in the House. | 
Some very important debates had taken } 


place since Confederation, and yet it 
would be amatter of the greatest diffi- 
culty to ascertain the views expressed by 
the leading minds of the country in 
those debates. He hoped the motion 
would be adopted so that a proper ac- 
count of the debates might be obtained 
and published in both languages. 

Mr. YOUNG said there was only one 
way in which such an account could be 
economically obtained, and that was as 
proposed by the Printing Committee in 
1868. It was most necessary that such a 
report should be had, and it was done in 
almost every other country The reputation 
of every member of the House rested 
very largely in the hands of the reporters, 
and it was only fair there should be an 
official reliable report that could not be 
questioned. Nothing was seid in the 
motion as to the printing of the debates, 
whereas the scheme of 1868 had included 
the reporting and publication of the de- 
bates at an estimated cost of $12,000, and 
he did not think that amount too much. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
question was one of great difficulty, inas- 
much as at present no newspaper could 
undertake to print everything that was 
said. ‘Chere was also the difficulty of tne 
two languages, and if he thought that the 
debates could be published in both lan- 
guages for $12,000 he should consider it 
money well spent. The debates of the 
Senate would have to be included and he 
hardly thought that $12,000 would provide 
any large number of copies. 


Mr. DUFRESNE opposed the proposition 
on the ground of its cost. 

Hon. Col. GRKY said there was no ques- 
tion of the advantage to be derived from 
the carrying out of the proposition, as al- 
though the present reports were very fair, 
they could not be so full as desirable. In 
the Lower Provinces, reporters had been 
advertised for and engaged, and so the 
labour was properly divided, and the re- 
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| port obtained could not be otherwise than 
_ reliable, it bemg open to correction. The 
expense had amounted to $1,600 a ses. 
sion. 


| Mr. MILLS said he understood from the 
reporters and he had no doubt that $4000 
| would cover the entire cost of reporting 
for the Session, and he supposed the print- 
ing could be down like any other official 
printing at the usual contract rates. He 
thought the speeches should be reported 
in the language in which they: were ut- 
tered. 


Mr. CURRIER trusted the motion would 
not carry as he was convinced the cost 
would be very great. 


Mr. MACKENZIE referred to a report 
of the Printing Committee, recommending 
the reports to be taken verbatim, but ex- 
tended at not quite so great length. It 
was estimated that this would take about 

, 14 columns of newspaper printing daily and 
would cost, the speeches being printed in 
the language they were uttered, about 
$12,000, translation costing $4,000 more. 
This would be much less it the printing 
was done at the present contract rates. 
He was entirely agreed as to the necessity 
of an official report, and thought it would 

' tend to lessen rather than increise the 

length of the debates. 


Mr. POPE thought the publication of 
the debates in the way proposed would very 
much lengthen the debates, and he was 
of opinion that nothing should be done in 
the matter. The money would be squand- 
ered away for nothing. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry), thought 
that if the motion were carried out the 
debates would be endless, and that the 
country already received a quite sufficient- 
ly full report, and he hoped the matter 
would be voted down. 

Mr. GIBBS had always opposed the mat- 
ter on the grounds that it would cost more 
than it was worth, but he thought the 
matter should be given a trial, and he 
should therefore vote for it. 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 


a eee 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. BELLEROSE regretted that the 
motion of the member for Levis had been 
brought before the House, and would vote 
against it. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPERagreed with the hon. 
member for Lambton that faithful reports 
of the debates in this House would tend 
to improve the tone of the speeches. 
Private enterprise has no doubt been 
successtul in sending suminaries of the 
debates throughout the country, but, suill, 
that did not do away with the necessity 
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of having authentic official reports made. 
Objection had been made to the ground 
taken by the hon. member for Lambton 
that verbatim reports were not necessary. 
No unfairness need be shown to anyone. 
In Nova Scotia, where official reports had 
been made, the system had proved very 
successful. A Committee formed 
of members from both sides -of 
the House, at once checked anything 
like unfairness. He was opposed to the 
idea that the speeches should be printed 
only in the language in which they were de- 
livered. It would not cost a great deal 
to publish all of them in both languages. 
A tender had been received last year of. 
fering to publish very full reports in both 
languages for $10,000. He considered that 
amount too small. It was too late tomake 


Publication 


’ any arrangements i present session, 


but he hoped some plan would be adopted 
to take reliable reports next session. 
He was confident that if fairly tried for 
once, it would never be givenup. [Hear, 
hear. ] 

Mr. BLAKE could seldom agree with his 
honourable friend, but he coincided with 
him this time in the opinion that the de- 
bates should be published in both lan- 
guages. He did not think the Confeder- 
ation debates should be accepted as any. 
thing like a fair test of the system. It 
was understood at that time that a great 
deal of latitude should be allowed to 
speakers, and everyone was expected to 
make a speech. He was in favor of giving 
ita trial for one session at least. He 
knew it was.a trial of strength between 
the speaking and the silent members, and 
as the latter were in the majority, they 
might vote down the motion. 

Messrs. KIRKPATRICK and WEBB op- 
posed the motion 01 the ground of eco. 
nomy. 

Mr. BARTHE supported the motion, 
and thanked the English speaking mem- 
bers for the liberal spirit they had shown 
towards the Quebec members.) ‘The 
French members had a special interest in 


having impartial reports taken, for, under 


private enterprise their speeches were 
seldom reported. 

Mr. ROSS (Victoria) said this was an age 
of progress, and-the people should know 
from authentic sources what was going on 
in their legislative halls. 

After some further discussion, 

Mr. CHEVAL moved that the motion 
be amended by adding the following 
words: ‘‘and the expenses thereof be paid 
out of the personal indemnity of the 
members” (cheers, and laughter). 

The amendment was carried amid roars 
of laughter. 
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The motion as amended was 
and lost—Yeas 51, Nays 90. 


Yeas.—Messrs. Baker, Barthe, Beaty, 


then put 


Bechard, Benoit, Blake, Blanchet, Bodwell, 


Bowell, Brown, Carmichael, Cheval, Chip- 
man, Colby, Currier, Delorme (St. Hya- 
cinthe), Dorion, Ferguson, Fournier, Geof- 
frion, Godin, Grey, Huntington, Jones, 
(Halifax), Jones (Leeds and Gtenville), 
Killam, Langlois, Little, Macdonald (Mid- 
dlesex), Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, 
McDougall (Lanark), McDougall (Renfrew), 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pinsonneault, 
Pozer, Renaud, Ross (Dundas), Ryan 
(Montreal West), Savary, Smith (Westmore- 
land), Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson, 
Ontario), Tupper, Whitehead, Willson, 
Wood, and Young.—5l. 


Nays.—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Ault, Beaubien, Bellerose, Bertrand, Bol- 
ton, Bourassa, Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, 
Burpee, Cameron (Huron), Cameron (In- 
verness), Campbell,‘Carling, Caron, Cartier, 
(Sir George E.), Cayley, Cimon, Costigan, 
Coupal, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford 
(Leeds), Daoust, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, 
Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Grover, Hincks (Sir Francis), 
Holmes, Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Kirkpa- 
trick, Lacerte, Langevin, Lawson, Mac- 
Donald (Glengarry), MacFarlane, Masson, 
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCal- 
lum, McDougall (Three Rivers), McKeag- 
ney, McMillan, McMonies, Merritt, Met- 
calfe, Mills, Moffat, Morris, Morrison (Ni- 
agara), O’Connor, Pope, Vouliot, Ray, 
Redford, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Victoria, N.%.), Rymal, 
Seatcherd, Scriver, Shanly, Simard, Simp- 
son, Snider, Sproat, Stephenson, Stirton, 


j Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tremblay, Wallace, 


Walsh, Webb, Wells, White (Halton), 
White (East Hastings), Workman, Wright 
(Ottawa County), and Wright (York, On- 
tario, W. R.)—90. 


GEORGE STERLING'S CLAIM. 


Mr. CURRIER moved for a Select Com- 
mittee to consider correspondence respect- 
ing the claim of George Sterling against 
the Government. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the motion could 
not be proceeded with without the Govern- 
ment’s assent, and he thought the pro- 
ceeding irregular, 

Mr. CURRIER explained the nature of 
the claim. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL objectei to 
the mode of procedure proposed, as tend- 
ing to decisions being come to by Commit- 
tees on very cursory examinations, in 
favour of claims, which the Government 
might have the very best grounds to re- 
fuse. He had had the case under his con- 
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sideration when Minister of Public | 
Works, and maintained Mr. Sterling had no 
claim against the Crown, and under no cir- 
cumstances was it a proper case for the 
consideration of a Committee of the House, 
as the Government alone should be held 
responsible for a proper settlement. 

Mr. CURRIER again spoke of the cir- | 
cumstances of the case, and repeated that 
it was only fair that the case should be 
considered by a Committee. 

Mr. JOLY asked that his name might 
be struck out of the Committee, and 
thought the matter should be laid before 
the Board of official Arbitrators. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that when 
the matter first came before him he found 
that his predecessor had decided against 
the claim, but the claim being again 
urged on legal grounds, he referred the 
matter to the Minister of Justice who re- 
ported that there was no claim in law 
whatever. 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected that the 
whole motion was outof order, as no Com- 
mittee could be appointed to consider a 
claim against the Crown, except with the 
assent of the Government. ‘ 

Hon. Sir A: T. GALT thought that Par- 
liament should be able to consider any 
grievance. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of 
order. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the motion 
was not only out of order, but most unde- 
sirable. 

Some further conversation took place on 
the point of order, but the Speaker con- 
firmed his ruling, and the motion was 
withdrawn. 
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of ‘*An Act to amend the Patent Act of 
1869.’ He said that he had postponed 
the consideration of this matter more than 
once, and he now thought he was entitled 
to an expression of opinion from the Gov- 
ernment. His amendments applied to the 
12 months residence in Canada required of 
every applicant for a Patent, and as to the 
extension of Patents. 


Mr. BROWN thought the Bill should not. 
be pressed. It was not in the interests of 
the people, and was certainly not desirable 
at the present time, 


Mr. SCATCHERD also opposed the Bill. 
He thought it would open ‘the way to the 
flooding of the country with American 
Patents, and thought there were quite 
enough Patents already. 


Mr. CAMERON (H@ron) said he hoped 
the measure would be pressed. The Goy- 


Law. 


ernment was committed to it, having 
undertaken to introduce a measure 
to remedy the evil themselves, 


and had promised that when Americans 
took off their discriminations against Cana- 
dian inventors, they, would do the same 
with regard to American inventors. He 
believea the Bill to be in the interests of 
the country. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the Government 
at this moment, were not prepared to cede 
much to the Americans on any question, 
and could not assent to the Bill. ‘Che pre- 
sent law on the matter of residence had 
been tried two years, and there was no 
reason to change it. As to the matter of 
extension of time, it was not of very great 
importance, but there was certainly no. 
advantage in the proposed change, as the 
majority of Patents were of no practical 


| value, and it was, therefore, advisable to. 


PRINTING. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU moved the adoption of 
the 7th Report of the Jont Committee on 
Printing—Carried. 


INDIAN LANDS. 


Mr. MILLS said that some names of 
Townships on maps in the Indian Depart- 
ment had led him to suppose that the 
Government considered that all unsurren- 
dered lands of the Indians were under the 
control of the Indian Department, whereas 
they were really under the control of the 
Local Government. 


Hon, Sir GEO. E, CARTIER said the 
matter could not be discussed without pro- 
per notice, and as the motion had not been 
on the notice paper, it must be postponed. 


PATENT BAW: 


Mr. OLIVER moved the second reading | 
Hon. Mr. Macdougall. 7 


| limit them to five years in the first ins- 


tance, after which, if valuable, they could 
be extended, and if otherwise, they laps- 
ed. Government was not prepared to leg- 


| Islate on the subject at present, and cer-. 


tainly not in the way proposed. He hoped 
the measure would not be pressed. 


Mr. OLIVER had no desire to force the” 
Bill on the House, but at the previous ses- 
sion, the Minister of Agriculture had pro- 
mised to consider the Patent Law,and intro- 
duce some amendments. He thought it 
very desirable that Americans should be 
allowed to obtain Patents—but leaving 
that point, he thought it was very hard 
that a Patent should only be granted for 
five years, which interfered very much with 
the sale of Patent rights. He thought the 
Government should undertake to consider 
this section of the law. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said that there was 
now no hesitation as to the renewal of 
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Patents, which might be obtained at any 
time. ; 


Mr. OLIVER withdrew his Bill, 
STERLING’S CLAIM. 


Sir. A, I. GALT said he desired to revert 
to the matter of Mr. Sterling’s claim. The 
motion was only to refer certain papers to 
a Committee, and not a step towards any 
appropriation. He, therefore, submitted 
the question for the further consideration 
of the Speaker. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the object of 
the motion, as stated by the mover, was 
for the payment cf a claim. 


The SPEAKER asked leave to withhold 
his ruling till to-morrow, and the motion 
was allowed to stand. * 


INSOLVENCY LAWS. 


Mr. COLBY moved the second reading 
ofan Act to repeal the Insolvency Laws 
now existing in this Dominion. He would 
very much like to let the matter stand, in 
order to facilitate the business of the 
House, but could not do so in view of the 
dissatisfaction that existed on the subject. 
The matter had been thoroughly discus- 
sed, and, no doubt, there were many 
arguments in favor of the law, but it was 
certainly not a benefieial law for Canada, 
however well it might have acted in other 
countries. ‘The law had had a. trial, and 
members would be able to say from their 
own experience what the tendency of the 
law had been. He believed the tendency 
had been highly immoral, as people 
were coming to believe that the dis- 
charge from an obligation was equivalent 
to the ‘payment of that obligation, 


and the great facilities for passing through. . 


the Insolvency Court, were exceedingly 
injurious. As an exceptional case an In- 
solvency Law might be an advantage, but 
as a general principle it could not be justi- 
fied. It did away with all stimulous to 
any one in embarrassed circumstances, and 
a man in that position instead of making 


every exertion to extricate 
himself found it much easier to 
take advantage of an _ Insolvency 
Act. The effect of the Act was to sap 


all commercial morality, and if not yet 
generally apparent throughout the coun- 
try it would gradually become so, and the 
time had arrived when it might safely be 
abolished. He felt it his duty to press the 
Bill. 

Mr. CURRIER thought some provision 
should be made for those who might now 
be preparing to take advantage of the 
Act. 


Mr. 
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would become law this Session, and there. 
fore, every one would have ample notice. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas), was in favour of the 
measure, as many commercial transactions 
were carried on under the most deceptive 
appearances, and the Act opened the way 
to numbers of swindlers. Every one who 
contracted a debt should pay it, and not 
have so many facilities for escaping pay- 
ment. 

Mr. OLIVER in seconding the motion 
for the second reading of the Bill, said that 
though there were, at the time of the 
passing of the Act, many reasons in its 
favour, he believed it now to be entirely 
unnecessary. Many dishonest speculators 
were now able to go into business, looking 
forward to a sure relief in the Insolvency 
Act, and in this way great harm was done 
to the honest trader. The only classes 


/now benefited by the Act were lawyers 


COLBY did not anticipate the Bill | [Victoria, N. S,], Savary, 


and assignees, and there could be no doubt 
of its evil effects in commercial matters, 
and it was very necessary in the interest 
of the country that it should be repealed. 
Unless in exceptional cases in times of 
‘‘commercial crisis’’ a creditor should not 
be forced to accept a part of the amount 
due him. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
measure was a large one, inasmuch as it 
was to do away with what was now the law 
ofthe land. He thought at this time of 
the session the Bill had better not be 
pressed, and would suggest the adjourn- 
ment of the debate. 

Mr. COLBY said that although he had 
no intention to have his measure made 
law this session, he would very much like 
an expression of opinion by the House if 
the Leader of the Government saw no 
special objection, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved in 
amendment to the second reading that 
the debate should be adjourned till next 
Thursday week. 

A division was had on the amendment, 
and resulted as follows:—Yeas 60, nays 
i. 

YeEAs.—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Beau- 
bien, Bellerose, Benoit, Blake, Bolton, 
Bowell, Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Inver- 
ness), Campbell, Carling, Carmichael, 
Cartier [Sir George E.], Chipman, Cimon, 
Costigan, Dobbie, Dunkin, Forbes, Gau- 
cher, Gaudet, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Hincks 
[Sir Francis], Hurdon, Irvine, Jones [Hali- 
fax], Jones [Leeds and Grenville], Lacerte, 
Langevin, McDonald [Antigonish] Mc- 
Donald (Lunenburg), McDonald (Middle- 
sen) Masson [Terrebonne], McConkey, 
McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, 


Morris, Renaud, Ross [Champlain], Ross 
Smith (West. 
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moreland], Snider, Sproat, Stephenson, 
Street. Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Wells, Will- 
son, Wood, Workman, and Young.—6U. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ault, Baker, Barthe, 
Beaty, Béchard, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bod- 
well, Bowman, Brousseau, Brown, Came- 
ron [Huron], Caron, Cayley, Cheval, Colby, 
Crawford [Brockville], Crawford [Leeds], 
Currier, Delorme [St. Hyacinthe], Dorion, 
Drew, Ferris, Fournier, Geoftrion, Gendron, 
Godin, Grover, Hagar, Holmes, Holton, 
Huntington, Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Killam, 
Kirkpatrick, Langlois, Lapum, MacFarlane, 
Mackenzie, Magill, Masson [Soulanges], 
McCallum, McDougall [Lanark], McDougall 
[Rentew], McDougall [Three Rivers], Mc- 
Keagney, Moffat, Morrison [Niagara], Mun- 
roe, Oliver, Paquet, - Pelletier, Pope, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Redford, Ross [Dundas], Ross 
(Prince-Edward], Ress [Wellington, C.R.] 
Ryan [Montreal West], Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Shanly, Simard, Simpson, Stirton, Sylvain, 
Thompson f Haldimand], Thompson 


Insolvency 


fOntario], Tourangeau, Tremblay, Wallace, . 


Webb, White [Halton], White [Hast Hast- 
ings], Whitehead, and Wright [Ottawa 
County].—79. 

The motion for the second reading was 
carried. 


Mr. COLBY moved that the House go 
into Committee on the Bill next Thursday 
week. He had no desire to press the 
House toa hasty decision on this import- 
ant measure, but he would next session 
bring i. up again, and he hoped the Act 
would »e swept from our Statute books. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the honorable 
gentleman might have brought in the 
Bill for the purpose of trying the temper 
of the House, but he (Mr, Mackenzie) was 
not disposed to have any such step taken. 
He, therefore, moved in amendment that 
the Bill be referred to the Committee of 
the whole to-morrow. 


Mr. WORKMAN hoped this law would 
not be annulled, for it had proved to be 
of great service to hundreds ot unfortu- 
nate men and to their creditors. Honest 
men need have nothing to fear; it was 
only rogues against whom it was directed. 


Mr. CURRIER moved in amendment, 
that the House go into Committee on the 
Bill forthwith. 


Mr. SIMARD said the Bill was ruining 
the retail trade of the country. People 
who entered into business should be made 
to understand that they must conduct it 
legitimately. 

After a long discussion the Bill was 
ruled out of order, the House having pas- 
sed on another Bill on the same subject, 
affirming an opposite principle. 

Mr. BOWELL’S Bill, to remove doubts 


Hon. Sir G. E Cartier. 
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as to the legality of certain marriages 
therein mentioned, was, after some dis- 
cussion, discharged. 

The House adjourned at one o'clock. 


FHE SENATE. 
Turspay, April 4th, 1871. 
BRITI6H COLUMBIA. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 
o’clock, and the adjourned debate was re- 
sumed. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY.—It is impossible to 
approach the discussion of this question 
without being impressed with a deep 
Last year whilst 
two of the foremost nations of Europe were 
engaged in a deadly struggle involving the 
lives of hundreds of thousands, for the pos- 
session of a mere strip of land on the left 
bank of the Rhine, this country was peace- 
fully annexing a region nearly one half the 
size of Europe; and at this hour we are 
asked to consider the propriety of annexing 
a, further piece of territory which will equal 
if it does not exceed the whole of France. 
Impressed with this view I desire to dis- 
cuss the question with a deep sense of the 
responsibility which attaches to myself as 
well as to others who take part in it, and 
with a gravity and moderation adapted to 
the vital issues involved to us and to our 
children (hear hear). Ishallrefrain, on the 
one hand, from attempting to infiuence the 
House by any dazzling picture of the effects 
to be produced by this measure, on the 
other from pandering to prejudices by en- 
deavouring to raise abug-bear of the re- 
sults likely to accrue. 1t must be con- 
fessed that we have been rather unfortu- 
nate in our negotiations with respect to 
the acquisition of territory. We proposed 
what were undoubtedly too liberal terms 
to Prince Edward [sland and to Newfound- 
land and because of this perhaps they have 
been rejected. In the case of Manitoba 
we have been compelled to give £300,000 
sterling for almost nothing so far as the 
persons who received that money were con- 
cerned. It was not for sovereignty, for 
that came from the Queen—it was not for 
trading rights, for those were left intact— 
it was not for possessions, for we left 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s possessions 


intact, and we confirmed the titles of thou- 


sands of people who had derived their titles 
from them, so that many persons think we 
have given up the finest part of the terri- 
tory. Smce then we have been knocking 
at the gate of the Pacific with a view of 
getting Vancouver Island and British Co- 
lumbia into the Union. The House has 
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~ her proclamation that 
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now before them the terms which were or- 
iginally asked by British Columbia as con- 
ditions of coming into the Dominion, and 
those which have been agreed to by their 
Legislature and the Government of Canada. 
fam bound to say from an examination 
of the terms we are called upon to sanction 
that they are infinitely more onerous than 
those offered to us a year ago—it is prob. 
ably the old story of the Sybylline leaves 
Over again; and [ for one regret that we 
Should not have accepted them or some 
slight moditication of them. Instead of 
committing ourselves to a policy of indefi- 
nite expenditure of money within a definite 
period of time, it would have been wise 
had we secured something like the terms 
on the question of the railway which were 
offered to us.. Instead of being bound to 
commence this railway within two years, 
we were Offered a limit of three years, and 
we were not required to construct this 
railway within a limited period. 

At the outset of this discussion we are met 
by a constitutional objection which I can. 
not pass by sinceit comes froma gentle- 
man whose opinions on constitutional and 
legal puints are entitled to every respect. 


‘That hon. gentleman (Mr. Sanborn) has 


referred us to the 146th section of the 
Act of Union and doubted the constitution- 
ality of our proceedings, Now there may 
be a great deal in the objection and if soit 
is only another proof among many of the 
incomplete manner in which the Union 
Act was framed, but if my hon. friend will 
permit me, I will refer to the 
section which he has quoted, which 
gives power on the address of the 
Houses of Parliament to admit Rupert’s 
Land, and the North Western Territories, 
British Columbia, or either of them into 
the union ‘on such terms and conditions 
in each case as are in the address expressed, 
and as the Queen thinks fit to approve, 
subject to the Provisions of this Act, and the 
Provisions of any order in Council in that 
behalf shall have effect as if they had been 
enacted by the Parliamentof the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,.”’ 
I put to my friend whether these words— 
they may be obscure but not such as to 
prevent us understanjing them—are not 
sufficiently strong as to the mode of pro- 
cedure. ‘Lhe Queen’gorder in Council is 
to be followed up by aproclamation. Bri- 
tish Columbia asks to be admitted and 
we agree to the request. The Queen is 
the fountain of honor Fea she consents by 

hese Senators shall 
be appointed. In section 28 the number of 
Senators is limited to 78. But perhaps the 
question may be settled in the Act about 
being submitted to the Imperial Parlia- 
ment. At all events, so far asIam con- 
cerned I feel that the Government are res- 
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the constitutionality of the 
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| ponsible for 
Act. 

{ am not surprised at the objections 
made to some of the terms of this arrange- 
ment, which few I think will deny are of 
@ most exacting character [hear, hear]. 
I think it might have been the wiser 
course for the government, could they 
have secured such terms in the negotiations 
as would have simply pledged us to secure 
the construction of the railway from the 
Pacific to our lines upon such conditions as 
they could arrange with Companies 


thoroughly examining the route. Tregret 
some such arrangement was not made, but 
now that these resolutions are here we must 
take them as they stand. I cannot agree 
with my hon. colleague from Nova Scotia 
[Mr, Miller] who put down the cost of the 
Central Pacitic Railway at #32,000,000 to 
the United States Government; for on 
referrence to an authority on the subject 
I find that the American Government for 
that line of 1774 miles gave a large subsid- 
ing equal to $52,800,000 besidesa guarantee 
for interest on an equal amount, and all 
this irrespective of the lands for alternate 20 
miles sections. Iam not willing to pledge 
this country to assume any such burthens, 
but I think when we come to consider the 
question, we will find that no such bur- 
thens are to be imposed upon us in the 
present instance. With the experience, 
however, of the United States before us, we 
have no reason to suppose that 2,500 miles 
of railway can be built for tess than that 
amount of money. We have every reason 
to suppose that shoald the government 
undertake the construction of this work, we 
would be landed in an expenditure of at 
least $150,000,000, The Companies in the 
United States had doubtless some addition- 
al capital of their own besides the govern. 
ment assistance which amounted to nearly 
$60,000 2 mile. We are now asked under 
these resolutions to construct the work 
in ten years and I do not hesitate to say 
that so far as lam able to judge that is 
perfectly impracticable, and delusive. 
Suppose a war was to break out in Europe 
or on this continent, all these plans would 
be disarranged, or take the ease of the 
Intercolonial Railway which is being built 
in atime of peace. A few days ago the 
Postmister General said, in answer to an 
enquiry, that we are not likely to have 
the Intercolonial Railway finished in 
very much less than three years 
from this time, or seven years from the 
peviod of Union, and if seven years have 
been found necessary to survey and con- 
struct 500 miles near a continuous highway 
and stopped at half a dozen points by wa- 
ter communication, how long will it take, 
and how much will it cost to construct 
2,590 m les at such a vast distince from the 
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base of operations? In connection with 
this the House will see that one of the 
greatest difficulties we would have to en- 
counter would be the cost of getting up 
supplies and materials along the route— 
the iron, say 100 tons per mile, and other 
plant, material, and supplies. All this 
shows that we should not delude ourselves 
with the idea that this is a work which is 
going to be surveyed immediately and con- 
structed in the course of a few years. The 
smallest subsidy of $32,000 per mile before 
mentioned was over a prairie country ; for 
on one-third of the Pacific Railway, the 
railway followed the spade and the plough, 
and a mile was often laid in a day—the 
greatest difficulty was the moving of sup- 
plies. Were we to consider these resolu- 
tions alone I could not consistently give 
them my support, but we have had the 
matter put before us in a very different 
light. The Government, for some reason 
of their own, have been impressed with the 
idea that it was not desirable for them to 
undertake such a herculean task, and it is 
due to the Postmaster-General to say that 
in his able and persuasive speech he in- 
dignantly repudiated the idea that the Gov- 
ernment intended to take such a burthen 
upon theirshoulders. In addition to that we 
have the fact that the leader of the Gov- 
ernment elsewhere has,in his place, brought 
down a resolution by which he asks Parlia- 
ment to resolve that the Government shall 
not construct the work but that it shall be 
built by a company by means of a lib- 
eral grant of land and by a subsidy 
commensurate with the finances of the 
country, and that these amounts are to be 
hereafter determined by Parliament. 
Under these circumstances the matter is 
presented to my mind in avery different 
light, I have not only confidence in the 
resolutions as a record of Parliament, but 
I have confidence that the Government 
will not withdraw from the solemn pledge 
they have made in both Houses—thatit is 
not the intention of the government to 
construct the work as a government work ; 
and I say this the more emphatically be- 
cause it would be contrary to all my prin- 
ciples in public life were I to consent that 
this work should be constructed in that way. 
For many years in Nova Scotia I was 
brought into conflict with persons who 
were advocating these government railways 
and the best proof that I was correct is 
- afforded by the fact that at this very day, 
after the works have been assumed by the 
Dominion, we find the representatives of 
the people urging that these roads should 
be handed over to private companies. 
The government however repudiated the 
idea of undertaking the construction of 
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not appear in the resolutions; but he 
should remember that we are not deal- 
ing with foreigners but with persons who 
are to be a portion of our population and 
to take ashare in the legislation of the Do- 
minion, and they are not likely to agree to 
impose heavy burthens upon the whole 
country of which they are to form a part. 
and with whose prosperity they will be for 
all time identified. The hon, member 
should also remember that the question 


of the railway is not simply a British 


Columbia question. So far as we are con- 
cerned itis of Canadian importance for 
more than two-thirds the distance. We 
have the whole of the North West to open 
up, and that can never be achieved except 
by communications which will bring immi- 
grants into the country. If my hon. friend 
had a dozen capitalists consulting with him 
as toa railway across the North West Ter- 
ritory, would he not have a better chance 
of getting good terms from them when he 
could give them a superior terminus on 
the Pacific shore, than by stopping at the 
foot of the Rocky Mountains ? 

My hon. friend from Toronto strongly 
urged the propriety of commencing the 
construction of the railway at Pembina, 
and taking it to Fort Garry and ‘thence 
westward. This view is a rational one, and 


commends itself to us in many ways. If 


we have a line to Pembina c nnecting with 
the American system of railways we haye 
the means of moving our materials and 
supplies with facility and comparative 
cheapness. More than that, you will have 
a tide of emigration following the road— 
the laborers, on the completion of the 
line will naturally settle alongside of it. 
Most of the land in the North West, so far 
as we know, is superior to that through 
which the American railways pass. The 
sandy desert which the American line 
crosses extends all the way up with an 
average breadth of some 500 miles to the 
North, and comes into the North West Ter- 
ritory, which now belongs to the Dominion, 
its apex resting upon the head waters of 
the Assiniboine. But the portion of it in 
British lerritory is very small—it is the only 
part of the great valley which is unproduc- 
tive—all the rest of it has a soil infinitely 
superior to anything to the southward. 
You have there at once an inducement for 


immigrants to settle because you have the» 


best land unencumbered by the forest 
which is often a terror to persons Unac- 
customed to that sort of life, and you offer 
homes to millions from other lands. My 
hon: friend from Nova Scotia said we had 
the best line on the continent ; lam quite 
aware that we have the best pass through 
the Rocky Mountains. What the country 


this great work. My hon. friend from | may be over the steppes of British Colum- 
Wellington Division says that this does | bia T cannot say, nor can he. Neither can 


Hon. Mr. Dickey. 
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we say what the features of the country 
from Rainy Lake to Lake N ipissing may be. 
These are some of the difficulties which 
beset me at the outset whenI come to con- 
sider the propriety of building this railway 
within a definite time at an indefinite cost. 
But we are told we should pause before 
incurring any additional liabilities which 
we may find it diffi¢ult to meet. Have my 


British 


‘hon. friends considered the steady pro- 


gress of the population and resources of 
this country? Look at the Opening up of 
the great North Western country—it must 
necessarily lead to great immigration not 
only of the young men of Canada, but from 
Europe who will become consumers and 
tax payers. Then we must take into ac- 
count the effect of this enormous expen- 
diture within our borders upon the increas- 
ing resources of this country (hear, hear), 
the Government propose to aid this work 
by a subsidy and land grant, but the per- 
sons who undertake it will have to take 
the responsibility of raising the capital, 
and that will be expended to a large ex- 
tent in the Dominion. There is another 
statement of my hon. friend on the left 
(Hon. Mr, Miller) to which I can scarcely 
assent, and that is, as I understood him, 
that the effect of this line will be to divert 
all ora great portion of the eastern trade 
across this line- and he very forcibly and 
eloquently dwelt on the advantages of that 
trafic. He told us very properly that the 
people who possess the trade of the east 
generally rule the world in commercial 
matters. We should not mislead ourselves 


_ by anything that may turn out on experi- 


ence to be mere assumption. We should 
not forget that the Suez Canal is in opera- 
tion and that it has cut off two-thirds of 
the voyage from China and India to Europe, 
but still he is to a certain extent right, 
inasmuch as the tendency of this rail. 


-way must be to attract a portion of this 


commerce. We have the advantage of 
erossing the American continent at its 
broadest part and necessarily shortening 
It will be a line which 
must have yery great advantages over any 
other in the United Statés or likely to be 
built. ‘Then again we lie pretty nearly in 
a direct line between England and China. 
Ihave no hopes of an enormous traffic, 


possibly silks and the finest qualities of | 
teas may be brought over, but the great | 


bulk of the trade must still be carried on 
without transhipment. The Island of 
Vancouver is to the Pacific what Nova 
Scotia is to the Atlantic; and here I con- 


fess that the interest of my native Pro- | 


vince lies deep in my heart at this moment. 
We believe this is to a very large extent a 
Nova Scotia question. 
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Every mile of rail- | 
. Way west of Hallfax is of the greatest con- 
“Sequence to that city—it can never be | 
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& matter of indifference to the 
people of Nova Scotia that the 
projected scheme, when carried out, 
may make Halifax the New York of Brit- 
ish America. Therefore, we, who come 
from Nova Scotia, feel a deep interest in 
this question, and I am well assured that 
their votes to-day will show that they ap- 
preciate its importance. My hon. friend 
from the Wellington Division has put 1t to 
us very strongly why has not this resolution 
introduced in the Commons been incor 
porated into the address. Ifhe refers to 
the Union Act, he will see that the two 
addresses from British Columbia and from 
the Dominion must be identical. Besides 
the British Columbia delegate is here, and 
I assume he, as well as his people, are sa- 
tisfied with this modification of the terms; 
they ought to be, for what more could 
they reasonably ask than the pledge that 
the railway will be constructed in the 
most expeditious manner consistent with 
the nature of the country and adue regard 
to the financial exigencies of the Dominion. 
If not they can send another address to 
the Queen, objecting to the change, and 
no proclamation will be issued. ‘his view 
ought to satisfy the reason and scruples 
of every hon. member, (hear, hear.) We 
are told by the member from the Welling- 
ton Division that Great Britain is about to 
leave us to ourselves ; but onthe autho- 
rity of what Britishstatesmen does he base 
such a statement. He may gather the 
scattered utterances of some of the Man- 
chester School, but he cannot prove that 
what he asserts is the policy of the states- 
men or the people ot England. I would 
tell him that, so far from its being the po. 
licy of England, it is the very reverse. Has 
she not been protecting us all along ? Has 
she not been assisting in guarding our 
fisheries from the encroachment of for- 
eigners? Do we not see her even contend- 


fing in Council for the headlands line 


which we claim in connection with these 
fisheries. It is but right when a public 
man makes such sweeping assertions he 
should be able to justifythem by refer- 
ence to some authority. Ihe Dominion 
certainly is not aggressive—all we desire is 
peace with our neighbors—we have no fear 
of aggression on their part. With a con- 
siderable portion of their own people ina 
chronic state of dissatisfaction, they cannot 
afford to make any attack upon us; so 
that in their existing circumstances we 
have the best guarantee of peace. Would 
that I could impress these views upon 
those who are fighting our diplomatic 
battles at Washington. We make no de- 


fiance, but simply ask to be allowed to 


carry On our own business, and work out 
our own de3tiny, while we cultivate the 
arts of peace and friendly commercial 
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intercourse with all the world. I confess 
that I have every confidence in the future 
of this Dominion. With an enlightened 
system ofimmigration, with the improve- 
ment of the Inland Navigation of the coun- 
try, including the St. Lawrence which is 
the natural outlet of this yast basin and 
drained by its tributaries, with a wise, pru- 
dent and economical administration of pub- 
lic affairs, I have no fear that we shall not 
continue to prosper as a happy and united 
people (applause.) 

Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS—The mover of the 
amendment to the present resolutions, 
having severely criticised themin a speech 
delivered in French, I feel bound to answer 
in the same language. The first complaint 
of the Hon. Senator for Grandville, is that 
there is in the present resolutions a viola- 
tion of the constitution by the fact of giv- 
ing to British Columbia a larger representa- 
tion than she is entitled to by her popula- 
tion, and consequently a dereliction trom 
eastern interest to the advantage of the 


western. I will undertake to prove that such |} 


is not the case, At the conference held 
in Quebec in 1864, it was agreed that in 
the Lower House the representation would 
be based on population, but that in the 
Upper House, there would be equality 
between the two large Provinces of Onta- 
rio and Quebec, and that the three Mari- 
time Provinces of Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick and Prince Edward Island would 
form a group, and would be entitled as 
such toan equ:l number of representatives 
in the second House, that is to say, twenty- 
four tor the three--it being understood that 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick would 
have ten each, and Prince Edward Island 
four. These preliminaries, to a certain 
extent, had been established at a previous 
meeting held atCharlottetown,and at which, 
Newfoundland was not represented. At 
Quebec, this last colony had sent two dele- 
gates, and provision had been made for 
her representation in the Federal Parlia- 
ment, if she choose to join Confederation 
and it had, moreover, been agreed that in 
that case she should be entitled to four 
Senators irrespective of those of the other 
Provinces, and this the British North Ame- 
rica Act shows clearly and plainly. This 
was certainly changing the equlibrium 
first established, and it was the same prin- 
ciple that has been applied to Manitoba, 
and is now sought to be applied with 
regard to British Columbia. ‘lhe arrange- 


ments made respecting the number of | 


Senators for the Maritime Provinces, was 
to be altered when Newfoundland should 
enter the Union, and it is certamly just 
that whit was to be done, in favor of the 
eastern colonies, should also be done for 
the Western ones when they enter the 
Union. So, I think that the hon. member 


Hon. Mr. Dickey. 
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has no good ground of complaint, because 
the Government has agreed to give two 
Senators to Manitoba, and three to British 
Columbia. If this policy was good with 
respect to the Maritime Provinces, it was 
equally good with respect to the western 
colonies who wished to enter Confedera- 
tion. It has been said that agreeing to 
give six members of the House of Com- 
mons, and three Senators to British 
Columbia, was giving her more than she 
was entitled to. Well, I admit that it is 
so for the present, but I say that it is not 
really an injustice towards the other Pro- 
vinces if we look to the future of that colo- 
ny, and if we look to its vast territory, 
where immigrants will certainly resort in 
large numbers before many years. If we 
had given her only the exact number of 
representatives to which her actual popu- 
lation would ‘have entitled her, it 
have been an injustice 
towards her, because the basis of repre- 
sentation will not be changed 
for ten years hence, and there 
is no question that before that 
time her population will be vastly increased: 
By the present arrangement, and by giving 
three Senators to British Columbia and two 
to Manitoba, the western Provinces would 
have one Senator more than the eastern 
ones if Newfoundland was in the Union. 
When the terms of Confederation were 
discussed and agreed to in 1863, the Mari- 
time Provinces were represented at the 
Conference by men fuly able to guard 
their interests, and it was well understood 
that a real confederation could not be 
established without at the same time 
uniting the different Provinces by easy 
means of communication, and it was then 
agreed that the Intercolonial Railway 
should be constructed, and commenced 
within sixmonths. Well, the same princi- 
ple must apply with regard to union with 
British Columbia. The circumstances of: 
the case are that we have invited that 
colony to join us; delegates have been 
sent toconfer upon the terms of union ; 
her geographical position was well known, 
and no one would think of bringing her 
into our Confederation without affording 
her people means of communication with 
the larger Provinces which invited her to 


Columbia. 


_join them. British Columbia has not dic- 


tated the terms and conditions of her 
union with Canada, as that honourable 
member was pleased to say yesterday, 
but we have objected to and amended the 
terms proposed by her and the changes 
have been accepted by her delegates. 
With regard to the construction of the 
railway | will show that the cunditions em- 
bodied in the resolutions—which are in 
keeping with the policy already followed 
by the Government when they agreed to 
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construct the Intercolonial Railway—are | House: and before the railway is com- 

much more favourable to Canada than | menced, the House will be called upon to 
would have been the acceptance of the | give its opinion on its advisability, and to 
proposition made by British Columbia. In | accept or reject the scheme. 


the first instance, here is that proposition: Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 


‘‘ Inasmuch as no real Union can _ subsist D : 
: : ut oes not this engagement to construct the 
between this colony and Canada without railway form part siithe ‘‘treaty ” entered 


the speedy establishment of communica- stn Berti nay 
tion across the Rocky Mountains by coach | i vay de Mi nye ceri ‘p 
road and railway, the Domniion shall, enh leat eee pton: hie aavepiioe en 


within three years of the date of Union : ie 
construct ea open for traffic such paneh of the scheme of Union with the condition 
of the construction of the railway. 


road from such point on the line of the 
Main Trunk Road of this Colony to Fort Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
Garry, of similar character to the said | Another member of the Government has 
Main Trunk Road; and shall further en- said that the road would be constructed by 
gage touse all means in her power to com. | the Canadian Government. 

pletesuch railway communication at the Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS—I will not deny 
earliest practicable date, and that surveys } that this may have been said, but I will 
to determine the proper line for such rail- | say that if a member of the Government 
way shall be at once commenced; and | has said so, he has made a mistake, for the 
a sum of not less than one million dollars | intention of the Government is and has 
shall be expended in every year, from and | always been to have the road constructed 
aiter three years trom the date of union, | by a private Company with the help of 
in actually constructing the initial sections | the Government, and it is the only way 
of such railway from the seaboard of | it can be made. The road will be con- 
British Columbia, to connect with the | structed by means of grants of land and a 
railway system of Canada.’’ Such was the | subsidy in money, and nothing else. The 
condition proposed by British Columbia, | hon. member said yesterday, that it 
but the Government would not agree to it, | was too soon to begin the road, because we 
although we substituted therefor another | know nothing of the country through 
proposition having the same object in | whichit is to pass. Well, I think I have 
view, thatis, the construction of a railway | clearly demonstrated that if we really wish 
to the Pacific, but without the coach road. | British Columbia to be united with us, we 
This railway, as honourable members are | must establish means of communication be- 
aware, is to be constructed in the space of | tween that country and Canada. Itisin the 
ten years, and begun within two years | interest of both, and it is n the interest of 
after union. So, instead of two roads, only | the whole Confederation. It is for the 
one is to be constructed. The time has | Government to judge of what is in the 
been limited to ten years, because when | interest of the Dominion, and they think 
the delegates found that they could not | that the sooner the road is constructed, 
have the coach road made, they insisted | the better it will be for the public interest; 
upon fixinga certain time for the com- | but there is no foundation whatever for 
pletion of the railway, and the period of | the assertion made yesterday in this House 
ten years was accordingly agreed to. Dur- | that the delegates fromBritish Columbia had 
ing the first two years after union, | dictated the terms respecting the construe- 
the proper surveys and explorations will | tion of this road. The conditions offered 
be made, so that we may ascertain the | were found to be just and reasonable, and 
best route to be followed, and then pro- | in the interest of both parties, and they 
ceed to the construction of the road as | were agreed to by mutual consent, but 
economically as the circumstances will | there was no dictation of terms by them— 
admit. Hon. members have discussed this | and such a dictation would not have been 
subject as if the immediate construction of | submitted to by us. I repeat that the 
the railroad was under consideration, and | construction of the road “is a 
as if we were called upon to yote asum of | matter of importance, It has been 
money to that effect, but I think the reso. | said also that there is no imme- 
lutions now submitted do not bear that | diate necessity for the construction of the 
construction. The matter of fact is | road to the Pacific, but [am ofa contrary 
that we do not engage to construct the | opinion, ‘or it may be safely predicted that 
road at all, but that we are only asked to | when the Northern American Pacific Rail- 
ratify certain conditions agreed to vetween | way Is completed, with a branch reaching 
the Government and the delegates for the | the Canadian boundary at Pembina, and | 
admission of British Columbia into Union | have recently read in a newspaper that 
with Canada, and amongst others, that a the said branch will be completed during 
railway shall be built at a future time. | the present year, a certain class of emi- 
This is the only question now before the | grants will pour into British territory, 
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which it is not our interest to have. What 
has tuken place in Texas will be repeated 
in this instance. and we all know that Texas 
was wrung from Mexico by the in- 
flux of emigrants, who went there in 
such numbers as to create a majority 
adverse to the Mexican rule, and it is to 
prevent a similar result that 1t is impor- 
tant that we should have a road of our 
own to carry thither our own people. I will 
ask permission of the Senate to read 
extracts from a pamphlet I havein my hand, 
by which it will be seen what is the feeling 
ot the Americans on this subject: ‘‘ The 
Northern Pacific railway is advantageously 
situated for the early development of a 
very extensive area, reaching far into the 
British possessions on the North, and pre 
senting a clear field to the South of mil- 
lions of acres of land adjacent to it, to be 
made a feeder to this line by means of a 
branch road. ‘The valley of the Red River, 
which runs almost due North into Canada, 
embracing one of the finest wheat regions 
in the world, will of itself for ever ensure 
to the Easternend of the road a profitable 
trade ; and the coastruction of a North 
and South railroad through the Red River 
Valley, connecting the main trunk with 
the region around Lake Winnipeg, will 
add largely to the business of the Northern 
Pacific line. The elevation of isothermal 
lines has shown that the Northern boundary 
of the United States, latitude 49° , anima- 
ginary line, instead of being the Northern 
boundary of cultivable lands and habitable 
climate, runs South of a vast body of very 
superior quality of arable te:ritory, only 
needing railroad facilities for its successful 
development. Jixtensive settlements are 
already there knocking at the door, asking 
American enterprise to open it and unite 
their commercial destinies with ours. The 
age of railroads has sealed the doom of 
political lines of demarcation, and the pro- 
gress ofevents is gradually but surely dis- 
seminating on this continent the spirit of 
self-government, the sure offspring of 
increasing popular intelligence, which must 
eventually, and perhaps very soon, remove 
the frail barriers which now separate the 
United States and Canada as Governments; 
but whether the two countries shall or 
shall not unite speedily in efforts to deve- 
lop the region lying along the present 
boundary on both sides between the two 
countries and thus practically remove it. 
Hon. Mr. SANBORN—Does the hon. 
Senator coincide with those views ? 


Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS—Certainly not, 
and it is precisely for that rea- 
son that I advocate the building of this 
our road. Well, hon. gentlemen, with 
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of Canada had neglected the opportunity 
of acquiring British Columbia and the 
North West territories, and delayed to 
establish immediately a railway line of 
communication between those territories 
and the other Provinces of the Dominion, 
they would have been untrue to the peo- 
ple of this country and undeserving their 
confidence, but 1 am quite sure the people 
will ultimately approve what has been done 
with respect to this question of railway 
and union with British Columbia. As I 
have already said, the intention of the 
Government is to have this road construct- 
ed by private Companies, and to grant 
lands, therefor. and give a moderate sub- 
sidy incash. There is nothing unusual nor 
impracticable in this scheme, for the 
Northern Pacific railway now being built 
in the United States from Duluth to the 
Pacific, is so constructed by means of 
grants of lands. The United States Gov- 
ernment granted the Company lands 
amounting to 25,600 acres in the territories, 
and to one-half that amount, or 12,800 
acres in each state through which the road 


‘passes. There has been no money grant, 
and what can be done in _ the 
United States can also be done on 


our side of the line for the same purpose. 
Ifour neighbours can thus construct a 
railway of 2,000 miles long by means of 
grants of land only, I ask why should we 
not be able to do the same, with an additi- 
tion of a moderate subsidy in cash ? And 
ifan American Company finds it of its 
interest to make a branch railway to come 
to our own . territory, why could we not 
construct one ourselves. By the construc- 
tion of the railway now, the value of the 
lands will be increased, and by this means 
they will suffice for themselves to pro- 
vide for its construction. British Colum- 
bia has agreed to grant fifteen million 
acres of land along the route, and there 
will be sufficient or nearly so for the con- 
struction of their part of the road. IJmmi- 
grants will settle along the road, and thus 
it will prove a lasting benefit to British 
Columbia and Canada. Here is what we 
may expect from the arrangement entered 
into. The road is to be 2,500 miles long. 
Twenty miles on each side of the road, 
will make 64 million of acres. By giving 
a Company every alternate lot of twenty 
miles, the quartity given willbe 32 mil- 
lions of acres, which being put down at $1 
per acre, as estimated yesterday by the 
honourable Senator for Grenville, makes 
$32,000,000; and if the Government 
grant also a cash subsidy, as has been 
said, of $10,000 per mile of railway, this 
will amount to $25,000,000, making an 
aggregate amount of $57,000,000, leaving 


views such as those expressed in this pami- | in the possession of the Government thirty- 
phiet, I must say that if the Government | two millions of acres in their alternate lots. 


ffon Mr. Chapais. 
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But I think that the lands granted will | 
sell, on an average, at about $1.50 per acre, | 
making $48,000,000, which, with the $25. | 
000,000 of money grant, will leave only 
$27,000,000 to be furnished by the com- 
‘pany or companies undertaking the con- 
struction of the railway, if estimated 
at  $100,000,000, and “if at the 
cost of the Northern Pacific, | 
$21,000,000. _ Well, this is not an extrava. 
gant sum, and I think we can easily find | 
companies to undertake the construction 
of the road at the condition mentioned. 
In corroboration of these opinions, I beg 
to submit the following extract :—The | 
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llinois Central received a land grant of 
2,595,000 acres, mainly treeless or water. 
less prairies. Sales from this grant up to | 
January 1, 1869, amounted to $23,793,255, | 
including interest on deferred payments, | 
and there remained unsold 526,690 acres | 
worth $10 per acre. 


In other words the | 
Illinois Central’s grant of 2,595.000 acres 
when all sold will have yielded the com- 
pany fully $30,000,000, an average of more 

than $11 per acre, and more than the total 
cost of building the road. : 


Much has been said in connection with 
the building of the Intercolonial road, and ! 
much exaggeration has been indulged | 
in. The scheme, it seems to me, is large | 
enough in itself, and its opponents ought | 
not to prejudice public opinion by adding | 
imaginary figures to its real proportions. | 
Here again Iam in a position to show | 
things in their true light. 


' 


Railroad offered on this question a fair 
mode ofcomparison. Wellit is exactly the 
official approximate estimate of the cost of 
that road that I am now going to consider. 
From Duluth on Lake Superior to Puget 
sound on the Pacific, the distance is two 
thousand miles, divided into six sections, | 
the cost of which respectively is given in 
detail and recapitulated as follows : 


4 


Grading, masonry, bridging, 


track and ballast... .._. 260,320,000 | 
i re ci 4,200,000 
Contingencies, including Su- \ 

perintendance and En- | 

Seer. 5,000,000 | 
pelegraph Lines. ...... |. °: 600,000 
THES Cer 9 Rl PP en 3,312,000 
MNO RLOC 3,615,000 


The Hon. | 
Senator for Wellington, Hon. Mr. Sanborn, | 
said yesterday that the Northern Pacific | 
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500 miles longer, and add 
for that purpose the ap- 
portionate amount, viz:.. 20,814,250 


2 LN ee 


The exact figure to which we 
UA S07 Ne tide inane ba ae $104,091 250 
Less 10 per 100 discount: on 
American money, in round 
TCP Rae SY. SEL 10,091,250 

We have the real approximate 
cost of the road........ $94,000,000 
The honourable member for ‘Toronto 
(Hon. Mr. McPherson) said yesterday that 
there was nothing in the resolutions to 
commit us to the construction of the 
whole length mentioned by me, but that 
we would only be bound to connect the 
seaboard of British Columbia with the rail- 
way system of Canada, and that it could 
be done through the American Pacific 
Railway when built from Pembina to 
Fort Garry. Well, I do not deny that this 
would be a proper way tomake a tempor- 
ary connection, but only until it would be 
possible for us to kave a road of our own 
on our territory. The construction of the 
road from Fort Garry to the Rocky Moun- 
tains is admitted to be an easy task, but 
the route from the Rocky Mountains to 
the Pacific coast has been made a bugbear 
of to deter the members of this House 
from voting for the resolutions. I know that 
the part of the route west of the 
Rocky Mountains is difficult to over. 
come; but I know also that the easiest 
pass through those mountains is to be 
found on our territory. The Yellow Head 
pass is comparatively easy and is only 3,600 
feet above the sea, and itis so easy that 
when the gold fields of British Columbia 
were discovered, a party of more than one 
hundred emigrants, with baggage and live 
stock. went through it, and only found 
that they had crossed it when they were on 
the other side, and they reached Fraser 
river without any impediment or trouble. 


| The distance from Fort Garry to the Rocky 


Mountains, 1,125 miles, is of an easy char- 
acter, and the 600 miles following through 
the sea of Mountains, (as it has been cail- 
ed) is difficult, but much less so on our 
side than on the American territory, where 
two lines are being constructed. As for 
the argument advanced that emigrants 
might use the American railway to reach 
Fort Garry and the Pacific, I must say that 
if it was found impossible to construct a 


$76,047,000 | road of our own, it would certainly bean 3 
advantage to usc it, butif that construc- > 
| tion is possible, xs I am quite convinced 1t 

7,250,000 is, it would be far more in our interest to 

— —— | build it and control it than to be depend- 

1 I ee $83,277,000 ant on aline held by strangers. The still 

Now if we apply those figures _fresh rememberance of the impression pro- 

to our own road, which is duced on me bythe reading of a cer- 


Forming the amount of . 
To which is added interest on 
bonds over receipts dur- 
ing construction......... 


/ 
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tain document of recent date, and, part of Canada with respect to climate, 
emanating from a kind neighbour has | soil, timber, &c. Referring again to the 
strongly impressed that necessity Oh my route of the Pacific road, I firmly believe 
mind. The argument adduced that it was | that an easy passage will be found on pro- 
proposed to construct a road through an } per surveys being made. I may mention 
unknown country, the difficulties of which | as the result of surveys in parts of the 
would be insuperable in my opinion has | country better known than the Rocky 
but very little weight. 1 think that we | Mountains, and the region between 
may say that there is now nothing impossi- | Fort Garry and Lake Temiscaming, 
ble to railway engineers of the present day. | that part of the country, which has been 
When we see that within ten years a tun: | so Jong settled, the Temuscouata road, 
nel bas been pierced through — the which was used for fifty years as the only 
Alps for the passage of a railway, at an im- | means of inland communications between 
mense. cost, and that during the | Canada and-New Brunswick, had been 
progress of the boring ot the reputed in- | established on ‘‘a sea of mountains,’ and 
superable wall, the construction of a rail- | nobody knew of a better route. But when 
road has allowed the daring engine to | later engineers explored the country, they 
awake the echoes of the undisturbed soli- | found a perfectly level tract and this route | 
is now followed. The same may be said 


tude oi the Simplon, we may say 
that the construction of a Pacific Railway | of the road between Quebec and lake St. 
through the Rocky Mountains is a com-| John. Up toa recent date, it was thought 
paratively easy task. As for the climate | that the country between Quebec and Lake 
and the nature of the soil of British Col- | St. John, was so broken and hilly that no 
umbia, | can prove that they are most | practicable road could be built, and an ex- 
favourable to colonization. Here is what | ploration party sent by the honourable 
i member opposite me (Hon. Mr, Letel- 
lier de St. Just) while he was in the Govern- 


1 find on these subjects in the report of 
the Engineer of the Central Pacific Road, 
ment reported unfavourably on the subject 
and the party themselves were on the 


already quoted. ‘The summer isothermal 
verge of perishing by famine and hunger, 


line of 70° reaches the Valley of the 

Saskatchewan about latitude 51°. The 
but for the timely assistance they received 
from some bushmen they met in the 


same isothermal passes through Chicago, 

Cleveland, Harrisburgh and Pennsylvania, 

on this continent, and through Southern | woods. Well, some time after my enter- 
ing the Government, a gentleman came to 
me and assured me of the existence of a — 


France, Lombardy, and the great wheat 
favourable route for the construction of a 


growing districts of Southern Russia. 
These valuable Canadian territories, which, 
road. I[-was at first disinclined to spend 
any more money for that purpose, after 


for the want of adequate investigation, 
have hitherto been regarded as valueless, 
are destined within a reasonable period to the results of three previous surveys, but 
to perform an important part in the pro- | the gentleman spoke so confidently that I 
gress of agriculture and commerce on this | at last consented to authorize another | 
continent, Lines of latitude are no longer trial,—and, J must Say, that tle 
the sole guides in estimating the climatics | survey was highly successful — 
eharacteristics or producing qualities of | and resulted in the construction of the 
present beautiful road to Lake St, John. 


regions to the North, since experience has 
shown that the chilling effect of high lati. | ‘The name of the man who had found the 
is | route is Jean Gagnon, and 1 feel much” 


tude, so marked on the Atlantic coast, 1s 
obviated by the influence of the Pacific | pleasure in publicly acknowledging © 
the services he has thus rendered | 


Ocean, and perhaps other causes not yet 
thoroughly elaborated or understood. Be- | to the whole Province of Quebec. In™ 
view of ‘these facts 1 - have not 


cause the Rocky Mountains intervene 

between Canada and British Columbia, it | the least doubt that an easy passage will 

must not be inferred that the waole colony | yet be found for the Pacific Railway through 

is of the same character as those Moun- | that section not actually known to travel- 
lers and unsurveyed. Thesection betwee 


tains, and is unfit for colonization pur- 
poses. When, for instance, a traveller | the Lake of the Woods and Tamisca 
ming. As proof of my opinion and in 


visits the Saguenay river and looks at its 
high rocky walls, he c:nnot conceive that | vindication of the action of the Govern 
ment in this most important transactio 


the country behind is of such a splendid 

character as it has proved to be, round | I feel authorized to quote a few more ex 

Lake St. John and elsewhere. Well, it is | tracts of an excellent work recently pu 
lished on “The Red River Country,” b 


the same with British Columbia and the 
territories north of Lake Superior, for the | Alexander G Russell, C. A., to show th 
even this last section represented 


whole length of the road, and I have 
‘terra incognita’ is not so much so as 


proved that once the Rucky Mountains are 
passed, the country is as favourable as any leged. Speaking of “A Railroad to Re 


Hon. Mr. Chapais. 


ae = 


‘ 
j 
c 
Y 


849 British 


_ River by the Valley of the Otfawa,”’ the wri- 


. ter says : 
' “The probability of a direct railroad 
‘route being formed by the valley of the 
‘Ottawa to Red River, has been to a great 
“degree confirmed, as already mentioned 
“by the recent survey of the Montreal 
‘River, a tributary which joins the Ottawa 
‘in Lake Temiscaming. 

Eon. Mr. SKEAD—Hear; 
is the important route. 


Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS—This route, for a 
railway to the Pacitic, was, I belieye, first 
proposed by Colonel Carmichael Smith, 
.probably from information obtained from 
Officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company,” 
‘Strictly speaking, .a straight line from 
Montreal to’Fort Garry would touch the 
northerly bays of Lake Superior, near Pic 
Island; and the country along the shore 
of the Lakes, well known to be mountain- 
ous and unsuitable for a railway line; but 


hear. 


as it is known the country behind is more | 


favourable, and as the length of the line 
would not be increased in any appreciable 
degree by carrying it forty miles further 
North; but on the contrary, probably be 
slightly diminished, by having much few. 
er minor sinuosities from being in better 
ground, it is assumed that our route 
‘would be carried there. 

, “This character of the country which 


das long been well known to the officers I 
_ of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and has 


been confirmed as far as recent surveys 
of the northerly waters of the Ottawa have 


extended, is referred to by Provincial Sur- ! 


veyor Herrick, in his report of his explora. 
tory survey in the country north of Lake 
Superior. 


He says:—‘“ From made 


enquiries 


amongst the Indians, as well as from the | 


officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
who have travelled much through the 
country, 

thirty to fifty miles of hilly country, round 
Lake Superior, is passed, a level country 
is reached, which extends from the height 
of land between Lake Superior and 
the Red River settlement — east 
for several hundred miles and along 
the north of the sources of the tri. 
butaries of the Ottawa, 
future period it may be proposed to con- 
nect Canada with the Red River settle- 
ment by railroad, it does not appear that 
much difficulty will be experienced on 
this part of the route.’’ The same dis- 


cription of the intervening country has f 


long been given by officers of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, stationed on 
northern waters of the Ottawa. — 
“In the unsurveyed region before men- 
tioned, the greatest difficulty will proba- 
bly be encountered between the river 
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This | 


I am informed that after from | 


that if at any | 
, explore the horizon with his telescope, and 


the | 
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| Nipigon and Lac Leul, in the rise to the 
watershed: but that is necessarilly less 
than five hundred feet or not more than 
will be met on the Intercolonial Railway 
before getting twenty miles from the St. 
Lawrence. 


“These details are gone into so fully 
because it is not generally known that we 

| have a favourable and most direct route to 
Red River short.r than any Other can be,”’ 


‘Therefore, if we do not have a railway 
through our own territory to Red River, it 
certainly will not be because we have not 
a favourable route for it, but for want of 
sufficient inducements or necessity for 
making it. 

‘The level clay country of the North, 
‘througin which this route passes, seemingly 
for four hundred miles, presents as yet, no 
inducement, whatever to open it. But 
when the navigation of the Ottawa is im. 
proved, as far the Mattawan two hundred 
miles above the Capital a comparative small 
' expenditure will carry it hundreds of miles 
further, to the head of Lake Temiscoming. 
This will entirely change the prospect of 
Settlement not only of the good Lands 


| there but also eventually of the clay coun- 
| try beyond it, should the soil of that great 
} extent of entirely arable lands, 


prove as 
capable of improvement by cultivation as 
other clay soils are,”’ 

‘Tt is difficult to conceive that a country 


’ fully equal to Finland with the great water 


system of the Ottawa leading directly to it 
should remain for ever valueless and un- 
inhabited.’’ In spite of the lengthy but 
important extracts already quoted, J can- 
not refrain from submitting to you the two 
following and last ones: I was informed 
/by that experienced officer, Provincial 
Surveyor Salter that on making an ex- 
amination Northward beyond the end of 
his line of survey near latitude 48 © North 
he entered the level clay country of the 
north, at about twenty four miles north 
of his line of survey, and found the sur. 
face very gently undulating and covered 
with a fair growth of tall maple, birch and 
spruce trees,—the upturned roots showing 
a soil entirely free from stones. From an 
eminence before entering it there were no 
hills visible Northward, as far as he could 


the change from the rugged sterile country 
and poor growth of woods traversed by the 
exploring lines run by him and Mr. 
Sinclair nearly on the parallel of lat. 48° 
North to the luxuriant woods of level 
country, was very striking.” 

This actual verification of the position 
and character of the level clay country of 
the North, midway between the Montreal 
Railway or West branch of the Ottawa and 
Lake Superior, is so far very important, 
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confirming, by connexion with definite sur- 
vey, the fact that we have there a good 
country for a railway line and also for set- 
tlement. 


1 


“The Geological Survey of Lake Nipigon | : . 
S A S| their readiness to direct their best ener- 


contirms and corrects the report of its 
great extent given by Mr. Armstrong. The 
area of its surface is equal to two-thirds of 
Lake Ontario. As far as is known by the 
survey of its shores—about 50) miles of 
circuit—nearly half of the land on itseems 
arable; and the presence of trap rock in- 
dicates a rich soil,—adding much to the 


extent of land known to be fit for settle- | 
ment on the proposed direct line of rail- | 


road to Red River.’’ 


The undertaking of that road is not be- 
yond the means of Canada, far less now 
than was the undertaking of other large 
public works some fifteen or twenty years 
ago, Canada has already carried out works 
far more costly and important than any 
other country having the same population, 
and as she is now much stronger than she 
was when she undertook those works, I 
think that she may safely go on in her 
career of progress and advance. ‘This is 
the only way by which we may hope to 
preserve the existence of British rule in 
Canada, and by which we may hope to live 
and die under the glorious British Flag, 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN.—In view of the length 
of time which this debate has already oc- 
cupied, I do not propose to trespass upon 
the attention of the House for more than 
a few minutes, especially as 1 cannot hope 
to throw any additional light on the sub- 


ject, or to add anything of importance to | 
what has already been said in reference to | 
However, in a matter : 


these resolutions. 
involving such important interests—effect- 
ing not merely one section but the whole 
Dominion, 
with which I am more immediately connect- 
ed, lam reluctant to give a silent vote, and 
shall, therefore, ask your indulgence for a 
few moments whilst I state very briefly the 
considerations which induce me to support 
the resolutions 
amendment proposed by my hon. friend 
from Grandville. Jn the first place I con- 
sider the annexation of British Columbia 
as absolutely necessary to complete the 
great work of Confederation—a work in 
which all those who took part in it have 
reason to feel no small pride. Of all the 
acts of the public men of this country, ir- 
respective of party, I know of none to 
which they may look back with more pride 
and satisfaction than to those measures 
which have so far successfully resulted in 
laying the foundations -of a great British 
North American nationality on this contin- 
ent. lam aware that there are many able 
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and especially the Province | 


and vote against the: 
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| and honest men, both in Canada and the 


| Maritime Provinces, who were opposed to 


Confederation at the outset. but with 
scarcely an exception all of them have now 
accepted the situation, and have shown 


gies to strengthen and build up the new 
Dominion. Those who from the first have 


| taken an active part in supporting Confed- 


eration have every reason to feel satisfied 
at the results which have been already at- 
tained. Any unprejudiced person looking 
back to what has taken place.since 1867 
cannot but acknowledge, that great and 
increasing prosperity has marked the course 
of the Dominion since that period. ‘The © 


| trade between the Inland and Maritime 


Provinces has been developed toa wonder- 
full extent, and we have every reason to 
hope that it will assume immense propor- 
tions, and the result of Confederation, so 


| far, instead of being a source of ruin and 


bankruptcy, as some of its opponents were 
so fond of prophesying, has beeua gradual 
but steady increase in the trade and com- 
merce and the national prosperity of the 
whole Dominion. But 1 donot look upon 
the improvement in our national condition 
as the only important result proceeding 
from Confederation. There are other con- 
ditions which | view as of equal, if not 
greater, importance. No reflecting man, 
looking upon our geographical position in 
reference to the powerful republic’on our 
southern borders, and considering the 
many changes which have taken place 
both in the circumstances of the country 
and in our relations towards the Mother 
Country, but must repeatedly have asked 
himself within the past few years, what is 
to be the future of Canadians and their 
descendants on this continent ? I venture 
to aftirm that it is the earnest hope and 
wish of the vast majority of the people of 
this country that the connection which has 
s0 long subsisted between us and the 
glorious Empire of which we form a part, 
may long continue as it is now (cheers). 
But if the time ever does arrive when we 
shall have grown out of that state, it will, 
I am persuaded, be equal/y the earnest wish 
of all the people of the Dominion, that we 
should then preserve our distinct national 
independence as a British American 
Confederation [hear, hear]—a Confed. 
eration composed of a people whose 
descendants, we may hope, will exhi- 
bit some of the best characteristics of 
the races from which they have sprung— 
of the cool-headed, persevering English- 
man, the ‘‘canny’’ Scot, the warm, 1m- 
pulsive Irishman, and the gallant sons of 
brave old France, (cheers),—the whole 
forming a nationality which shall be able 
to preserve its identity and independence. 


attentively to the debate, it appeared to 
me that the only really serious stumbling 


_ ways afford us anv facilities or advantages 


British 


on this Continent, and continue for - 
generations to come, as a happy and pros- 
perous people. There are some, I know, 


who look upon such aspirations as vision. 


ary, and who do not participate in 
them, but I believe they are very few, and 
that the great majority of the people of 
this country, consider the building up of 
a great British American Confederation as 
an object worthy of earnest and patriotic 
men, whether in or out of Parliament, 


and that all our policy and legislation 


should be shaped with that end in view. 
if these things be so. then no one can 
doubt that the admission of British Col.- 
umbia into the Dominion is an actual ne- 
cessity, that without 1t the work of Con- 
federation would be altogether incomplete 
and our position on this Continent would 
be both politically and commercially much 
less secure and advantageous. Listening 


block which has presented itself to the 
minds of the honourable members, is the 
construction of what has been variously 
called the ‘T'rans-Continental, the Inter- 
Oceanic, and the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
but it also appears to me after the best 
consideration | am able 10 give this sub- 
ject, that the obstacles in the way of the 
successful accomplishment of this great 
enterprise are not so formidable as to be 
beyond our powers of surmounting them 
and that some of the difficulties suggested 
have been entirely the creation of hon. 
gentlemen’s ownimagination. One would 
suppose from what has been said by the 
opponents of these resolutions, tnat it 
they are carried, we are to rush blindly 
into the construction of the Pacific Rail. 
way without any regard to expense, 
or the possible burthens which may 
be imposed upon this country—that we 
were going into it rashly and without tak- 
ing time to devise the most economical as 
well as the most speedy method of carry- 
ing it out.. It seems to me that there is 
nothing in these resolutions to justify the 
conclusions at which some of my hon. 
friends have arrived. The time must come 
when we shall have a railway across the 
Continent, entirely through British Terri- 
tory, and complete and direct communica- 
tion with our Canadian system of railways, - 
but while working to that end why should 
we not make use of all means within our 
reach to establish a railway connection with 
the North West and British Columbia, at 
the earliest possible day and at the least 
possible expense. If the American rail- 


! 


in doing so, | do not see why we should 
not make uze of them. My hon. friend 
on my left (Mr. Macpherson) has pointed 
out that by availing ourselves of the Am- 
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erican lines of railway touching ‘our bor- 
ders at Pembina, and making the eastern 
terminus of our own railway for the pre- 
sent to connect with them, we can then 
build the road from Fort Garry westward, 
and thus establish communication with 
British Columbia at a comparatively rea- 
sonable cost, and without imposing any 
excessive burdens upon the Dominion. 
My hon. friend, I am sure, did not, for a 
moment, intend to be understood as _ sug- 
gesting the abandonment of a direct line 
entirely through our own territory, but 
simply that for the present we should avail 
ourselves of any facilities within our reach, 
to carry out substantially one of the prin- 
cipal objects of these resolutions, and 


| while doing so. afford ample time and op- 


portunity for exploring and deciding upon 
the best route for what is confessedly the 
most difficult part of the whole line, viz: 
that part of it between Ontario and Fort 
Garry. 

Therefore, honourable gentlemen, it ap- 
pears to methat if this great work is un- 
dertaken in the careful and prudent man- 
ner in which I think it may be done, the 
only really serious difficulty in the propos- 
ed scheme for the admi-sion of British Col- 
umbia into the Unionis done away with and 
whatever may be the difference of opinion 
in respect to other conditions of the union 
the objections do not appear to me to be 
of suthcient force to warrant the rejection. 
I have great faith in the future of this 
Dominion, with our fertile soil, our miner- 
al riches, our vast forests, our extensive 
fisheries ; and a population rapidly increas- 
ing in numbers and wealth [ have no fear. 
but that our resources will be developed 
to an extent quite sufficient to enable. 
us to meet all our’ engagements 
heavy’ though they may be. Y 
do not say that we haveany right to look 
forward to a career of uninterrupted pros- 
perity; unfavourable seasons, bad harvests, 
and occasional depressions jn trade, may 
every now and then interpose a temporary 
check to our prosperity ; but we have no: 
reason to anticipate that it will be more- 
than a temporary check. 

Last evening an honourable gentleman. 
opposite from New Brunswick read.a long 
extract from one of Sydney Smith’s letters. 
in which that witty divine expatiated very 
bitterly on the worthlessness of Pensyl- 
vanian bonds and American securities in 
general, and the honourable gentleman 
taking that as his text, prophesied that if 
we passed these resolutions the time 
would come when some future Sidney 
Smith, should in like manner bemoan 
himself over worthless Dominion securities 
and British Columbian bonds! Well, 
honorable gentlemen are no doubt all fa- 
miliar with Lord Macaulay's imaginary 
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“ New Zealander’ sitting amid ruin and 
desolation, on one of the broken arches of 
London Bridge, and contemplating the 
remains of St. Paul's Cathedral and other 
famous edifices of the once metropolis of 
the world! but London still stands ;, and 
J would fain hope that the honourable gen- 
tleman’s fore-cast of the future, may take 
as iong tofulfl as Lord Macaulay’ s, and 
that the passage of these resolutions, in- 
stead of having the banetul effects which 
he anticipates, will prove but another step 
in advance in the material prosperity and 
political power of the whole Dominion. 

- Hon. Mr. SEY MOUR—It appears to me 
that the hon. gentleman who has just 
spoken has forgotten to consider the ques- 
tion of the cost of this scheme of Union, 
and the heavy burthens which it must ne- 
cessarily entail upon the country. The 
Postmaster General, who spoke at consi- 
derable length on this question, and 
placed the matter in the best lght he 
could, referred to the advantages of rail- 
way communication, and stated that the 
country had completed a railway system 
which had cost $160,000,000. That was 
entirely new to me---l am not aware that 
Canada has ever completed such a system ; 
but 1 do know that $20,000,000 were ad- 
vanced as a loan to certain railway compa- 
nies, and this sum still remains unpaid up 
to this moment. My hon. friend has also 
stated ina very positive manner that the 
country is abundantly able to construct 
the proposed railway; and the hon. gen- 
tleman went back to the history of this 
country from the Union of the Canadas, 
when there was a debt of over $5,000,000. 
£will not follow my hon, friend so far 
back as 184I----. can show, however, 
that there has been a rapid increase 


ot debt and that our assets amount 
really..to nothing. I will follow my 
bon..:friend to 1854, which was an 


eventful period in the history of this 


Country—it was the time of the formation | 


of the Cartier-Macdonald coalition—it was 
also a time when nearly all the public im- 
provements of this country, including the 
Wanals and Kailways, were completed, In 
1854, our debt, direct and indirect, was 
$38, 000, 000. At the date of Confed- 
eration our debt was $73,390,000 showing 
au average increase of $°, 500, 000 a year 
for twelve years, at a time. too. when com- 

paratively little money was being expend- 

ed for public improvements. This shows 
that the Government were really borrow- 

ing to pay current expenses and interest. 

‘The same state of things has continued 
since Gonfederation—the ay erage increase 
is $10,000,000 a year. 
now. at least $L00,000,000. 

» Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—No, more like 
E80, QOO,000. 
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Hon. Mr. SEY MOUR-—-It is at least $100, - 
000,000. Some say it is nearer $120,000,- 
000, There has also been a large increase 
of taxation since the period of 1854, and 
the Dominion has really little or nothing 
in the shape of productive assets to show 
for its enormous debt. Under these cir- 
cumstances, | would like to know how 
this road to the Pacific is to be construct- 
ed, for it will cost from $1 00,000,000 to 150, - 
000,000 which must be provided out of the 
revenues of this country, (‘‘ No, No,” from 
the government benches.) It must be 
remembered, too, that since Confedera- 
tion, we have agreed to build the Inter- 
colonial Railway—the Raliways in the 
provinces ot Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick are all Government works, which we 
have to keep up at a large cost to the ex- 
chequer. How is the revenue to be in- 
creased to meet these liabilities? During 
the last session we saw how difficult it was 
toimpose a small tax on coal and other 
articles. The measure was stoutly resisted. 
I gave my support to the Government on 
the question because I thought they really 
required the revenue. During the present 
session they have been actually forced 
to repeal the tax, in the very face 
of undertaking an expenditure of nearly 
$150,000,000. If these resolutions aré 
passed the faith of the Govern- 
ment will be pledged to the payment 
of the cost of constructing the road, 
the resolutions will have become law, and 
the Government will be bound by them. 
You must then chose one of two evils--- 
you must carry out the law, or repudiate 
As respects the 
amount of money which is to be handed 
over to British Columbia, I refer to the 
$100,000 a year in prospective, 1t really 
amounts to a capital of two millions of 
dollars, for the purchase of lands of which 
we know nothing, of which.there has been 
no survey or exploration. We are certain- 
ly proceeding in the dark. So far as we 
know only a small portion of the lands in 


Columbia. 


British Columbia are fit for purposes of 


cultivation. Already free grants of land 


/ have been offered, but the country never- 


theless is not settled. The truth is that 
you cannot form settlements, because 
there is so smalla proportion of the lands 
' fit for cultivation. Even admitting that 
one-third is fit for cultivation any person 
who knows anything about the land is 
aware that they are not accessible. We 
may literally hand over this sum of $100,- 

O00 for a worthless purchase. I have been 
long in the Legislature, and have paid 


/ some attention to the management of 
The total debt is | 


Crown Lands in Canada. Notwithstanding 


the fine quality of the lands, did they ever 


yield a revenue. The cost of management 


' absorbed all the receipts from this source. 


2 


857 


I am quite willing to admit that the timber 
latterly under better management, has af. 
forded some revenue, but the receipts 
from land were literally frittered away in 
expenses. If you could not derive a re- 
venue from the fertile lands of Ontario, 
how can you expect to do so from this 
miserable region in the West. (Hear.) 
Hon, gentlemen may cry ‘‘hear, hear,’ 
but I think after experience what I have 
said will be found to be the fact. Lately 
we have offered a large quantity of lands 
both in Ontario and Quebec as free grants 
——lands much superior to those of the in- 
accessible regions in question, and yet you 
cannot get them sold or settled us tree 
grants. ‘The Huron districts and the Owen 
Sound settlements are flourishing because 
the lands were fertileand there was a 
large «xtent of country to select from. 
Lhose who talk about settling this western 
country are hardly awake to what they are 


British 


/ saying. Some years ago there was a great 


rush to the country to prospect for gold 
and minerals ; but all that excitement has 
died away, and mining is now pursued 
only toa smallextent, It is true there is 
@ considerable area of good land in Mani. 
toba—and according to Professor Hind, 
some 40 or 5V,000,000 of acres in the 
Saskatchewan country. Already, however, 
alarge portion of the lands about Fort 
Garry have been given away. Under all 
the circumstances I cannot believe that 
the railway can be, even when built, of any 
great advantage to the Dominion. As 
respects the question of representation I 
cannot see the fairness in giving some 10, - 
000 whites, represented as being of waste. 
ful and extravagant habits. three members 
in the Senate whilst Ontario, with two 
millions, representing a sturdy yeomanry, 
an industrious population, not a peopleof 
wasteful and extravagant habits, has only 
24 members in the same branch. ‘The 
whole plan is subversive of that principle 
of representation by population which 
was one of the great inducements 
to Ontario to come into the Confederation, 
The financial terms are equally unjust and 
disproportionate to the population, and | 
cannot certainly record my vote in favor c! 
a measure which my judgment cannot 
approve of. It may be said that I oppos : 
this measure because I opposed Confeder 

tion. [ opposed that scheme in every stage 
but when it became the constitution of tiie 
country, | accepted it and was willing to 
give itmysupport. I still believe that the 


measure has givena disproportionate share 


to the Maritime Provinces, as compared 
with Ontario, but still I would work it out 
honestly and in good faith. But when [ 
am asked to go still further and embark in 
rash, mad projects, I must pause. Under 


these circumstances, I have no other alter- 
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native than to state that I shall give my 
vote in favor of the amendment for delay. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH—As the junior mem- 
ber of this Hon. House and without any 
Parliamentary experience, I ask the indul- 
gence of hon. members fora few moments, 
Since these resolutions came up, I have 
thought over them very serlously—I have 
asked myself what eftect they could have 
upon myself, upon my neighbour and upon 
every individual in the land. In order to 
get at this, 1 put down the number of 
acres Of land and the money with which 
we propose to build this great road, which 
will be, say 2,500 miles long ; $30,000 a 
mile would build it and make the total 
cost $75,000,000. I said then, where are 
these seventy-five millions to come from 
but I see that the Government have pro- 
mused to give 64,000,000 acres of land to 
assist the construction of the road, and I 
suppose that it will be worth from 70 to 80 
cents an acre, but saying 75 cents, the 
value of the total grant may be put down 
at $48,000,000 or $50,000,000 for a little 
over 95 cents. Then the Government pro- 
pose to give $10,000 per mile or $25,000, - 
090 as a subsidy, which added to the value of 
the land will meet the estimated cost of 
the whole work. I looked at this question 
in &@ manner peculiar to myself, I asked 
waat burthen will this bring upon me? [I 
| take the total number of inhabitants in 
( our Dominion and calculated so much per 
head, and I find that probably two years 
from this time, when the surveys will be 
completed, the population will be 5,000,- 
000. I calculate 50 cts per head per annum 
for ten years would build the road or give the 
$10,000 per mile, or $25,000,000 altogether. 
It has been said by those who are opposed 
to this scheme that $25,000,000 will not be 
suflicient for the Government to give. Now, 
I consider that $25,000 per mile would be 
a pretty good amount to build a railway 
which will run through a portion of prairie 
land. Suppose we borrow the money, at 
the expiration of ten years, it would only 
cost 20 cents per head, divided among our 
population. But it is said that that sum 
will not build the road. Then looking at 
it in the worst possible light—supposing 
that the Government have to give $50,004, - 
009 and have fifteen years to doit in; for 
in my opinion, we are not tied down to the 
time of ten years, but simply promise to do 
all we can and to act in good faith—we 
would not haveany very heavy burtken to 
bew. We would then be called upon to 
pay the enormous sum of $1 per year per 
he.id for ten years to clear off the debtand 
build the road. . Or suppose,from time to 
time we borrow the money, then, we will 
have to pay four per cent on the amount, in- 
stead of $1 a year, In a prosperous country, 
like ours, we can easily raise all the money 
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necessary for the consttuction of this great 
work ; and, therefore, I do not entertain 
the feelings of apprehensions that some 
hon. gentlemen have. Supposing the popu- 
lation increases during the next 10 or 15 
years 50 per cent--in my opinion, it will 
increase during the present decade as it 
has not increased during the past twenty 
years—the whole burthen imposed upon 
our people would not exceed 30 cents per 
head. With these views and taking the 
matter seriously into consideration, I consi- 
der it is my duty, irrespective of political 
considerations, to give this measure my 
support (hear, hear). 1 believe this 
is one of the most important 
votes that 1 shall be called upon to give 
for a long time to come, since the ques- 
tion before us is inseparably connected 
with the union of the Provinces. Let 
hon. gentlemen for one moment consider 
the extent’ of the colony now applying 
for admission—a country as large as Eng. 
land and two or three times as large and 
fertvUe as Ireland—and they will see its 
yalue to the Dominion. This measure 
proposes to open up a great Western na- 
tion — to construct a highway between the 
Atlanticand the Pacitic—to give the Euro- 
pean emigrant the means of making a 
comfortable home for himself and family 
in a rich country—to develop resources 
“which are now inactive and unproductive. 
With these results accruing from the mea 
sure, I cannot believe that we neea be 
alarmed as to the future. On the contrary, 
I believe that we belong to a prosperous 
and progressive nation which will never 
feel this expenditure. If this measure 
failed to be carried out, years might 
glapse before we would be in so favourable 
a position as now to make a commeuce- 
meot. Imaginea chain being run across 
the continent. Let the Nova Scotians 
taixe the links of that chain and join to- 
cetherall the sections. I believe that it 
is necessary for the consolidation of British 
America that we should pass the resolu- 
tions, for without them the Government 
will have no power to order a survey Or ex- 
plore the country. 1 trust to-mght when 
the vote is taken that we will shew that 
we fully appreciate the importance of the 
question. We pledge ourselves to the 
particular mode of construction, as stated 
by the Government, but 1f we find we can- 
not do it within the next ten years, in the 
way proposed, then they must come back 
to the House, and ask for additional legis- 
lation on the subject; and the answer 
would be: “You haveacted faithfully and 
we willrenew the bargain.” Therefore, I 
ask the hon. members of this House, 
especially our friends from Nova Scotia, to 
take the matter into their most serious 
consideration and assist in the work of 


Hon. Mr. Seymour. 
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| large grant of land together with the sub- 
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strengthening the Union and developing the 
resources of the whole Dominion. At the 
present moment, when we are endeavour- 
ing to induce a flow of immigration into 
this country, this measure of progress will 
have great effect—it will attract capital, 
enterprize and population into the un- 
developed and rich territories of the 
West. The momentthe surveys are ended 
people will commence to come into the 
country and take a share in the prosperity 
of the Dominion. It is for the good of 
mankind that these rich fertile lands 
should be opened up to the poor people 
of the over-crowded communities of the 
old world—who live in cellars, garrets and 
hovels, hardly able to find mere subsistence. 
Let us unite heartily to make this Union 
a success, and build up a great and prosper- 
ous nation in our land (cheers). 


Hon. Mr. HOLMES said that the senti- 
ments he had just heard commended, 
themselves to his good judgment. He too \ 
believed that unless British Columbia was 
admitted into the Confederation, that 

reat scheme could never be considered 
in a fair way towards completion, He was 
among those who believed Union insepar- 
ably connected with our prosperity, and 
wished to see it extended to the shores of 
the Pacific. Hewas an advocate of all 
measures of progress—of public works 
which would stimulate the development of 
our resources. He had now been many 
years in the country and had watched its 
gradual progress towards its present con- 
dition of prosperity. He had often heard 
before these predictions of ruin and bank. 
ruptcy, and was not now to be terrified by 
the bugbear which the Opposition was 
raising in order to influence membews 
He believed the 


sidy given by the Government would be 
quite sufficient to build the whole road. 
He was surprised to hear the objections 
urged by some gentlemen, but it was quite 
sufficient for the Government to bring for- 


‘ward a measure to evoke the opposition of 


some hon. members. The House should 
not merely consider the money question, 
but how far the unity and progress of the 
Dominion were iden‘ified with the adop- 
tion of the scheme. 


Hon. Mr. WARK—Before I give my vote 
on this subject, I wish to explain my rea- 
sons. I am not one who opposed theCon- 
{ederation of the Provinces, I was always 
an advocate of the Union, because I be- 
lieved it was going to benefit us. I believe 
that it is desirable that we should intro- 
duce into the Union, not only the North 
West Territory but British Columbia, but 
now that the question is before us, I can- 


| not agree to all the terms under which that 
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colony is to comein. I am not going, how- 
ever, to oppose the arrangement that has 
been made respecting the representation. [ 
believe thatitisno more liberal than the 
people are entitled to in view of theirpecu- 
liar situation. So far as the financial arran ge- 
ments are concerned, I am of opinion that 
when we take a new Province into Confed- 
eration, we must deal liberally with 
them. I expected that as New Brunswick 
was the least populous of the Provinces of 
the Dominion, she would have been more 
liberally dealt with; but, I regret to say, 
that my anticipations to some extent have 
been disappointed ; but still, I am willing 
not to act towards the other colonies in the 
same way, but to give them every consid- 
eration to which they are fairly entitled. I 
do not think that the people of British Col. 
umbia had a right to expect, that this 
country would launch into such an under- 
taking as a Pacific Railway on their own ac- 
count. Although we have been contrasted 
with the United States, we are not situated 
as they are. They have gone on adding 
_ State after State. Ohio was: settled after 
' New York, then Indiana, Illinois, and so 
on, until the tide of population crossed the 
Missouri. We have between the habitable 
parts of Canada and Red River, a region of 
1900 miles of wilderness. We talk of giv- 
ing land along this route, but if you take 
up the Canadian Almanac, and look 
at the map you will see that 
the Ontario Government have marked 
off blocks of land for free grants, and these 
are likely first to attract settlers, for they 
will be nearer the railways, cities and towns 
of Canada, being situated between the 45th 
and 46th degrees of north latitude. But 
what 1s the value of the land we now pro- 
pose to offer for the construction of the 
railway, which lies two or three degrees 
further north. No one can expect that 
cereals or even vegetables will ripen on 
much of it. I acdmit that when we cross 
the Red River there is much valuable 
land, which anybody would be ready to 
take, together with the moderate subsidy 
spoken of by the Postmaster General ; 
but supposing you had a railway built 
from Arnprior to Red River, what would 
-youdo with it. It could not pay its run- 
ning expenses. Take the Grand ‘Trunk 
Railway—it runs past Toronto, Kingston, 
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Montreal and Quebec, and other large 
towns, and enjoys not only an im.- 
mense way traffic through the rich 


Province of Ontario buta large through 
traffic from the Western States; but what 
after all does it pay to its stockholders? 
What then could he expected from a road 
1,000 miles long passing through a region 
that will turnish little or no way traftic, and 
with a through traffic of the most limited 
nature. 
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the people of British Columbia with 
promises which cannot be realized. Ido 
not agree with these: gentlemen, however, 
who say that these resolutions do not bind 
us—they undertake to pledge the Do- 
minion to the commencement of the rail- 
way within two years. I believe that in 
British Columbia nineteen-twentieths of 
the people think that we intend to build 
the road within tl.» time promised, but 
does anyone here entertain the opinion 
that it can be done—that any company 
will be found to undertake the work. It 
is folly for us to promise to construct such 
an enormous work for the sake of benefit- 
ting some 1,600 people. The people of 


Columbia. 


the United States did not com. 
mence their Pacific Railway  un- 
til they had wealthy and 


populous communities on the Pacific coast 
and noble States, teeming with activity, 
from the Ohio to the country beyond the 
Mississippi and the Missouri. More than 
that, there were upwards of 40,000,000 of 
people to assist the great work, instead of 
the 4,000,000 who live within the Vonfeder- 
ation. The Americans would never have 
projected such a work for the benefit of 
only 16,000 souls. ‘They had on the Pacific 
coast the populous State of California, 
abounding in mineral and agricultural re- 
sources, whose inhabitants were able and 


I do not think we should delude - 


willing to extend their existing railway, 
and to meet the people of the East half 
way, as well as to give ample employment 
to the road when constructed, while we 
are asked to build a road nearly double 
the length of theirs, with no prospect of 
assistance to build it or of traffic to sup- 
port it when built. Ido not believe that 
our American neighbours have any idea of 
going to war with us. I believe it is their 
interest as much as ours to sustain friendly 
relations, and to reciprocate in many ways 
with each other. We reciprocate now so 
far as our railways are concerned—a great 
quantity of Western produce comes by the 
lines which converge on Sarnia—and we 
should follow their example 1n this respect. 
As soon as there are enough people in 
Manitoba we should continue a road from 
Pembina to Fort Garry. and as soon as Cir- 
cumstances would justify the undertaking, 
extend gradually towards the Pacific, util- 
izing the American roads for immigration. 
Instead of giving the people of British 
Columbia the $100,000, I would capitalize 
it, and that would probably give them 
$2,000,000 to spend in improving their com- 
munications. I would give the necessary 
amount for the support of the Postal ar- 
rangements and the Legislature. I would 
afford them facilities for intercourse with 
San Francisco. I would give the people of 
Red River a railway from Red River to 
Pem ina, where connection with the 
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American system of railways will be made. 
I wish to dei fairly with these people, but | 
not to promise more than we can or under- 
take todo. Under all the circumstances 
I cannot believe that the construction of | 
the road is possible, and must vote against | 
the terms embodied in the resolutions. 
Hon. Mr. FERRIER—When my hon. 
friend behind me, (Mr, Seymour) address- 
ed the House on this subject he looked at 
the dark side, and I began to believe that 
I had been living for the last three or four 
years under an entire delusion as to our 
eondition. I did believe that this Domin- 
ion was ih aprosperous state and that all 
ofus had every reason to be satisfied with 
the mode in which public affairs were being 
administered. Now Iam told that I have 
been fostering a veritable delusion——that 
all this boasted prosperity of ours is purely | 
fictitious. But despite the remarks of | 
the hon. gentleman, [ am quite content 
with the condition of public affairs and 
their management since the Confederation 
of British America; I have nodoubt what- | 
ever that this country will go on prosper- 
ing and that we will lay successfully the 
foundations of the new nationality. When 
I compare the state of things’ in 1821, 
when [| first arrived here with what I now 
see around me—cities and towns increas- | 
ing with great rapidity, wealth accumula- | 
ting everywhere, pubiic works stimulating | 
the development of our resources, the | 
whole country teeming with activity and | 
enterprise—I am quite satisfied and con- | 
gratulate myself that I live in Canada. | 
When I consider the present scheme it 
does not strike meas it appears to have 
struck others, that we are going to bring 
ruin and bankruptcy ‘on this country. [ 
remember perfectly well, some 30 years 
ago, when we were paying some 24 per cent 
on our importations; und when the public 


exigencies required that the duty 
should be raised to 5 per cent. 
we were told that the country was 


to be ruinrcd. Subsequently the duty was 
raised to 74 and the same excitement 
arose, and so it has gone on until we have 
reached our present tariff, and are more 
prosperous than when we only paid 24 per | 


cent. We are living inan age of progress 
and are carried onward by | 
the spirit of the day—that 
restless spirit of enterprize which 


ever looks ahead. Last year the Govern- 
ment of Quebec offered large appropria- 
tions to railway companies, and these have 
been accepted by three. These companies 
propose to build their lines by means of 
these grants of land and some assistance 
from the municipalities ; and I have every 
belief that they will succeed. In the case 
of the present road, I am quite sanguine 
that there will be no difficulty in inducing 


Hon. Mr. Wark. 


ISENATE,| 


| people. 


864 
cipitalists to undertake it. With the 


large grants oftered,20 miles on exch side, 
Iam much mistaken if before the next 
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, session of Parliament we shall not see a 


number of tenders submitted for the con- 
struction of that entire road (hear, hear), 


_ especially as there is to be a subsidy of 


$10,000 a mile from the Government be 
sides. The Northern Pacific road is now 
being constructed without any subsidy 
at all, and will be entirely built by means 
of grants of public land. Immigration 
must follow the building of such roads— 
the workmen employed must naturally 
settle along the route and the whole 
country become peopled in this way. I 
have very little faith inthe predictions ot 
my hon friend (Mr. Seymour), for l[remem- 
ber that when Confederation was under 
discussion he drew a very gloomy 
picture of the Maritime  Pro- 
vinces —they looked tohimas dismal as 
British Columbia does to-day, Hereferred 
then to Nova tcotia and especially to its 
revenue, but he was interrupted by the 


| Postmaster-General, who showed that the 
_ revenue had actually doubled in one year. 


My hen. friend declared the lands in ques- 


_ tion to be werthless, but he is not corro. 


bated by those who have visited the coun- 
try, and are competent to express an opin- 
ion on the subject. In any case, it abounds 
with minerals, and fish are caught in great 
abundance in the waters around it. As 
respects the question of representation, the 
terms seem most equitable. When the 
two Canadas were united we had in the 
Lower Province some 50,000 more people 
than in the Western section, and the num 
ber of represe: tatives was equalized. In 
the course of {' ae, however, the Ontario 
members forgu.: the circumstances under 
which the rep: esentation was arranged, 
and became clamorous for an additional 
number for a system based on population. 
Now, if the colony of British Columbia 
should increase very rapidly they would 
also be calling out for representation ac- 
cording to population. It is better to 
arrange the representation on some fixed 
principle as in the present case and pre- 
vent dissatisfaction in the minds of the 
I predicted additional prosperity 
as likely to accrue from the Confederation, 
and the construction of the Intercolonial 
Railway, and my predictions have been 
more than realized though that great 
work is not yet completed. I have no 


| doubt that our expectations in the present 


case will also be fully realized, and that we 
are about entering on an era of unparallel- 


‘ed activity and enterpiize throughout the 


Dominion (hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. REESOR—I have listened 
with a great deal of attention to the dis- 
cussion, on this important question and 
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must confess that I agree with a great 
deal that has been said on the other side. 
Iam myself in favour of a union of British 
Columbia with Canada—I am also in fa- 
vour of some scheme which will 
bring about an Interoceanic Riilway. [ 
believe that the time is not far distant 
when such a work will be accomplished. 
My objection to the measure before the 
House, however, is that it does not clearly 
and properly detine the mode of construct- 
ing this important work. It the question 
was, as it has been stated by the Hon. 
Postmaster General, or by the hon. mem- 
ber from Saugeen, who spoke yesterday, 
(Hon. Mr. Macpherzon,) I would not look 
upon the undertaking as insurmountable, 
The Hon. Postmaster General declared 
that Canada, under the resolutions, was 
net bound to construct the Railway within 
ten years, nor did the government intend 
it should be done at an unreasonable cost 
to the Dominion. “The intention of the 
Government was to offer to private com 
panies grants of lands in alternate sec. 
tions of 20 miles on either side of the pro- 
posed line of road with a cash subsidy 


of from seven to $10,000 per mile, and 


the limit of ten years was named as 
indicating that every reasonable effort 
would be made to complete the work 
Within that time. But the Government 
Were not bound to that time.’’? But the 
hon. member tor Saugeen, (Hon. Mr. Mac- 


_ pherson,) gave quite another interpreta- 
He regarded | 


railway connection between Pembina and | 
expressed upon this question, I am sure 


tion to the resolutions. 


British Columbia, as connecting the Pa- 
cific with the Railway system of Cana. 
da through the American lines as 
meeting all the requirements of 
the resolutions before the Senate. 


Ido not understand the resolutions to | 
be open to either of these interpretations. 


I understand them to bind the Dominion 
to accomplish this immense undertaking 
at whatever cost within the short period of 
ten years. It is upon this ground mainly 
that loppose them. It is idle for mem- 
bers to declare that they put such and such 
interpretations on these resolutions—it is 
idle to bring up additional resolutions to 
say that the measure means something 
else than what is expressed. Itis undig- 
nified to pursue such a course—it is unbe- 
coming the Senate of the Dominion of 
Canada. If we mean anything different 
from what is expressed, we should take 
the proper and only course of stating so 
and refuse to become a party to a delu. 
sion. A large portion of the country 
through which the railway is expected to 
to run has never even been explored. 
The only survey that has been made 
through that portion lying in Ontario with 
@ view of finding a Railway route to the N 
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West was that made a few years ago by 
Mr. Herrick along the North shore of Lake 
Superior—-It was run at an average distance 
of 20 miles from the shore, We find that 
he considers a railway on that line quite 
impracticable. Speculators have led many 


| to believe that there is a practicable route 


which may be found from 20 to 50 miles 
farther north, but until we have something 
distinct before us in the shape ofa thorough 
and reliable exploration survey, we should 
not bind ourselves in the manner propos- 
ed by the resolutions. I do hope that a 
practicable‘route will be found, and that 
no time will be lost in making the neces. 
Sary surveys; but in the meantime I 
think it is improper for Parliament to de- 


| Clare that we will undertake a work of 


this magnitude before we know whether 
There is no 
reason why so much should have been 


|} promised on the part of the Dominion: 


British Columbia did not ask it—they 


| would have been satisfied, as they stated 


in the communications on the subject, with 


the expenditure of one million of dollars 
|) per annum, towards the building of a 


coach road and railway. The manner in 
which this question is put before Parlia. 
ment, is very different from the course 
pursued in British Columbia. ‘There it 
was determined before agreeing to any 
plan of Union with Canada, the question 
should be first put to the people of the 
Colony. ‘lhe Governor says: 

‘While the views of Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment have been clearly and forcibly 


there is no desire to urge the Union, 
except in accordance with its general ac- 
ceptance by British subjects in the Colony. 
I do not, therefore, propose that any terms 
agreed upon by the Government of Canada 
should be finally accepted, until ratified 
by the general verdict of the Community, 


| SO far as that can be ascertained through 
-another Council, of which the unofficial 


members shall have been re-elected.” 
Although the population in that Colony 

is very small, the question is, nevertheless, 

submitted to them, whereas four millions 


| of people in Canada are not consulted at 


all, except through the members of the 
Government. Parliament is not allowed 
to amend and improve the scheme, but 
raust either accept it or reject it as a 
whole. he Government ought to have 
brought the question before Parliament in 
such a way that it would have an oppor- 
tunity of improving the plan of Union, 
and making it more acceptable to the 
people of the Dominion. As respects 
other teatures of the scheme, I do not find 
so much fault. The people of the Colony 
are allowed a greater Ry share ace than 
other parts of Canada. They are a young 
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community and entitled to some consider- 
ation in this respect. Not only would I 
grant them a sufiicient representation, but 
L would give them all the necessary reven- 
ue for their local requirements; but to 
bind the Dominion to construct the Rail- 
way within 10 years at whatever cost, is pro- 
mising too much, If the resolutions 
plainly stated that Canada would com- 
mence to construct this railway, as soon 
as the state of the finances permitted, 
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then I would cheerfully vote for them; 


but to be so unequivocally committed to 
the construction of the road within so 
short a period of time, is something to 
which I cannot agree. We must remem- 
ber that so far as we know anything about 
the countries through which this road will 
pass, a great deal of it is exceedingly 
rocky and barren, except that portion of 
it which lies in Manitoba and along the 
Saskatchewan. In British Columbia the 
Cascades on the Pacific coast, the Gold, the 
Selkirk, and the Rocky Mountains, and in 
addition to these particular ranges, there 
are considerable portions of very rugged 
country, through which the road will pass. 
Down the Saskatchewan to Fort Garry, 
there is arich agricultural country, that 
ought to be opened up, and through which 
a railway can easily be constructed, <A 
moderate grant of land would build a rail- 
way along this fertile belt, and it ought to 
be constructed. From Fort Garry to Lake 
Superior it is possible to avail ourselves of 
water navigation, and a short railway is 
only necessary. A moderate expenditure 
of seven or eight millions of dollars ac- 
cording to Mr. Dawson’s report, would ac- 
complish all that was requisite. ‘The very 
fact that we have so much water commu- 
nication by the lakes, will enable us to lay 
freight down much cheaper at Fort Garry 
than it can be done by way of St. Paul. 
In the sessional papers of 1869, Volume 2, 
Mr. Dawson estimates the cost of railway 
and water communication between the 
head of Lake Superior and Fort Garry, 
with locks and canals where necessary, ata 


total sum of $5,800,000. Basing the estimate - 


according to McAlpine’s scale, which is 
generally adopted, Mr. Dawson shows that 
the cost of carrying a ton of freight from 
Fort Garry to Toronto would be with such 
works completed only 5.35, while by rail- 
way from St. Paul by way of Chicago and 
Detroit to Toronto the freightis $19.60 per 
ton—thus showing that the products of the 
North West may be brought to the sea- 
board at less than one-third of the cost 
that is required to carry freight from St. 
Paul. If, then, this advantage can be se- 


cured by opening up communication - 


through our own territory at a cost of $6,- 
000,000, why should we incur a liability of 
$100,000,000 2? The Government should 
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not have agreed to such terms of union 
with British Columbia. No hon. member 
of the Senate can desire more than I do the 
union of British Columbia with this Con- 
federation; no one desires more than I do 
to see Canada a great and prosperous 
country. 1 will state further that I have 
great confidence in the future of the Do- 
minion, but it is because I desire the suc- 
cessful consolidation of the Dominion that 
I oppose a scheme so extravagant as the 
one at present before the Senate and will 
support the amendment of the hon, mem- 
ber opposite. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.—1 presume tew 
of us have ever taken part in a discussion 
which involves interests of greater impor- 
tance to the future of our country than 
the present one, and it has been a source 
of great satisfaction to myself, as ] am 
sure it must be to every gentleman pre- 
sent, to find the amount of calm and 
thoughtful attention which has been de- 
voted to the consideration of this question. 
I teel at the outset in discussing the sub! 
ject that 1 am carried back to the period 
when we were called upon to consider the 
question whether these British American 
possessions should remain isolated from 
one another or become united into one 
grand nation. I felt then as I feel now 
that the conception of that idea was one 
worthy of consummation, and that every 
effort of the public men of this country 
should be used to carry it out successfully. 
It has been said that the idea originated 
in consequence of the political necessities 
of old Canada—-that the public men of that 
Province were unable to carry on Govern- 
ment and forced to introduce the Mari- 
time Provinces as a means of adjusting 
matters. Buta large portion of the peo- 
ple of Canada looked at the question in a 
very different light; they considered it 
necessary tor the purpose of developing 
the resources of British America, and per- 
petuating British power on this continent. 
I am glad when I _ look back 
upon the record of the past four years, to. 
see around me some of those from other 
parts of the Dominion who aided material- 
ly in bringing about the consummation of 
this great scheme, and whatever may be 
said in the heat of debate or under the in- 
fluence of-party prejudice all must con- 
gratulate themselves on thoughtful 
and calm reflection upon the great success 
which has hitherto attended our efforts. 
These great results have not been unmark- 
ed by checks and disasters. At a very 
early stage in the confederation movement 
New Brunswick declared against it, in- 
fluenced by the fears and predictions of 
the opponents of the measure who declar- 
ed that ruin and decay, the’ loss of liberty 
and the deprivation of constitutional 
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rights were certain to follow a union with 
Canada. But so soon as the people had 
time for reflection they, within a short 
period, reversed their decision, adopted 
the measure and consented to unite their 
fortunes with the sister Provinces. and 
what has been the result? In place of ruin 
and decay which was so freely predicted 
we have at this moment a state of pros- 
perity in New Brunswick unsurpassed by 
that of any other country, and this too in 
the face of the repeal of the Reciprocity 
measure which our American neighbours 
predicted would ruin us and force us into 
annexation. Our agricultural districts are 
flourishing while in our cities and villages, 
the increase of the various branches of 
manufacturing industries is very gratifying 
Nova Scotia too is prosperous notwithstand- 
ing the dangers which were predicted and 
the agitation which has been created 
against Canada. Since the union in 1867 
the Provinces have gone on step by step 
consolidating and developing their resour- 
ees and last year by the acquisition of the 
North West we extended our possessions 
to the base of the Rocky Mountains. 
When that important step was about to be 
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taken and P arliament was asked to de- 


cide upon it, we were told by gentlemen 
opposite that we were bringing trouble and 
taxation upon the country—that we could 
not govern it—that it was useless to us as 
& possession and prophetic utterances in 
no measured terms were unsparingly made, 
and how have they been verified? ‘The 
best answer is, that there are but few who 
will venture to express the doubts they 


formerly entertained of the wisdom of the 


accession and the country fully justified 
the action of Parlisment in relation there 
to. We are nowasked to accept as amem- 
ber of our Confederacy the fine Province 
of British Columbia, one greater in terri- 
torial extent than the extensive Province 
of Quebec and twice as large as the fine 
Province of Ontario, and which, if accept- 
ed by Parliament, as I feel assured it will 
be, will extend Canada from her present 
western limits, at the base of the Rocky 
Mountains to the shores of the Pacific, 
and yet we find some of the honorable 
gentlemen opposite uttering predictions in 
relation to this measure, which bear a 
strong resemblance to those to which I 
have referred as having been made in 
reference to confederation and the North 
West acquisition and which I trust and be- 
lieve will prove as unfounded. British 
America will thus have become practically 
united from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
It is true that the Island of Prince 
Edward and Newfoundland still stand 
aloof, but their union with us is only a 
question of time and however desirable it 
may be to bring them in it 1s much less an 
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object to us of financial interest than one 
of national pride, and when that event oc- 
curs it must be only when their own in- 
terests as well as their inclinations induce 
them to seek for admission, and until that 
period arrives we should not desire their 
union with Canada. 

It has given me much satisfaction to 
notice the cordiality which has prevailed 
during this debate notwithstanding the 
differences of opinion which exist on the 
part of gentlemen opposite and on review 
ing the arguments which have been pre- 
sented against the adoption of the mea- 
sure, I find that they are narrowed toa 

few points. While some few object to the 
financial, and others to the constitutional 
arrangements, or the proposed representa- 
tion which it is proposed to give the Pacific 
Province, the principal objection taken is 
againctt that part of the scheme which pro- 
vides for the construction of a Pacific rail- 
way within a period of ten years. It is 
not disputed that it is desirable to admit 
British Columbia into our union, and the 
questions, which the Senate have now to 
consider,that principle being generally ad- 
mitted, are first:—Are the terms which 
are contained in the resolutions equitable 
and just as well to British Columbia as to 
Canada, and, if they are, is Canada able to 
carry out the engagement which these 
resolutions will impose upon her without 
materially adding to the taxation of the 

country or increasing its burdens in such a 

manner as to affect its prosperity? And 

is it necessary that a railway should be 
built at all? Upon the first point I will 
not trouble the House, as the hon. the 
leader of the Government here in the 
opening of this debate very ably explained 
the terms of the arrangements which it is 
proposed to make with British Columbia 
and while he admitted their liberal charac- 
ter on the part of Canada demonstrated 
to the satisfaction of this House their 
fairness and the necessity which existed 
for the concessions which were made, and 

I do not understand hon. gentlemen gen- 

erally to object to that part of the scheme, 

but I deem it to be due to the House to 
answer the remarks of those hon. gentle- 

men who object to the construction of a 

railway at all, and who further state that 

Canada is unable to carry out her engage- 

ments in reference thereto and predict 

ruin and discredit to our country as the 
esult. 

Now I would beg to remove an impres- 
sion that seems to have taken possession 
of the minds of some hon. gentlemen that 
the proposed Railway is built in the in- 


| terest of British Columbia alone, or that it 


is to be viewed as the price of her ad- 
mission—this is not strictly the fact, and 
| itis unfair to that Province and to this im- 
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portant measure so to consider it. 
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clearly understood when the North West- 
ern Territory was acquired that without 
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“he hon. gentleman from the Welling- 
ton Centres (Mr. Sanborn) has stated the 
case fairly enough as divided into 
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Railway connection between Canada and | three propositions:—the propriety of the 


that Country, its acquisition would be a 
burden while with such connection, that 
vast and fertile region would at once be- 
come a point of attraction in the emigra. 
tion from Europe tothe West. Now it 
is estimated that the length of the pro- 
posed railway from the shores of the Pa- 
cific to connect with the Canadian system 
of railways will be about 2,500 miles, of 
which there are 1900 miles in Canada, and 
600 miles in British Columbia, and it is, 
therefore, unfair to charge upon the latter 
Province that it alone is the cause of its 
construction throughout its entire length, 
as In any case we would have had to con- 
nect ourseives by railway with the North 
West; ’tis true this might have beena 
work of greater time, and its ultimate 
completion might have been more or less 
remote, but yet, as a national necessity, 
it had to be done, and without it that 
country would shortly have drifted away 
rom us into the great Republic upon our 
‘borders, and we should, therefore, not 
ascribe to the Pacific Province alone the 
responsibility of imposing upon us the 
construction of the railway—the acquisi- 


tion of the North West created the na-:} 
tional necessity and the admission of Brit- { 


ish Columbia merely engages us to hasten 
its completion, The hon. gentleman from 
New Brunswick (Mr. Wilmot) has warned 
ithe House against the measure and has 
read, at some length, from Sidney Smith 


and other authors, quotations in relation | 


to repudiation of Pennsylvania Bonds and 
given us the history of the South Sea 
Bubble, and has endeavoured to liken to 
the visionary scheme last named, 
which had no object but money and the 
enrichment of a few individuals, and no 
promoters but the reckless speculators of 
that day, the great scheme of a British 
American Pacific Railway, whose promo- 
ters are a nation of free and enterprising 
people, and the objects of which are to ex- 
tend the civilization and settlement and 
to complete the union of a continent— 
there is no similarity in the cases and the 
prophetic though melancholy predictions 
of that hon. gentleman will prove fallacious 
in this case as they were in others witk 
which he is conversant in connection with 
the history of his own Province. The hon. 
gentleman, as one of the delegates who 
promoted confederation, should not forget 
his repeated declaration on that occasion 
that without a connection by railway 
through British territory no union between 
Canada and the Maritime Provinces could 
be maintained, and the same principle ap- 
plies to British Columbia. 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. 


union; the mode in which that union 
shall be accomplished, and the financial 
arrangements including the railway. In 
no portion of his argument has the hon. 
gentleman taken exception to the prin- 
ciple of union, but has confined himself 
to our ability to carry out the terms. He 
takes exception to our undertaking to build 
the railway at all, and more especially to 
the limit of ten years to do itin. Hecon- 


| tended that no Company can be got to build 
it for the land grants and money subsidy, 


which Government have indicated as the 
assistance which will probably be given. 
He has illustrated his position by refer- 
ence to the Northern Pacific Railway, 
which, he stated, could be built more 
cheaply than ours. Ue has declared that 
the Government are taking up this scheme 
without information as to whether a rail- 
way is practicable or not, and he further 
states that a very large portion of the ter- . 
ritory in British Columbia, through which 
the proposed railway will pass, is unfit for 
settlement, while the section of county 
East of Fort Garry to Nipigon lake, is of a 
still more objectionable character, inas- 
much as in addition to its being unfit for 
settlement, the broken character of the 
country renders the construction of a rail- 
way impossible, and that even were it 
built, it would be impossible to work it for 
snow. While the Hon. Senator from Kent 
(Mr. Wark) adds to the list of difficulties 
that the country lying between the lakes 
and James’s Bay, and thence on to near 
Winnipeg is not only unfit for settlement 
but incapable of cultivation, that even 
coarse grain and vegetables cannot be pro- 
duced from its soil, and that no employ- 
ment can be supplied by such a country to™ 
a road when built. It has been stated in 
another place and repeated by the Hon. 
Postmaster General that the Government 
cannot propose to build or work the road 
themselves, but expect to do it by means 
of a liberal land grant and moderate subsi- 
dy in money to a Company to accomplish 
that object. ‘The expectation of the Gov- 
ment is that 20 miles of land on each 
side of the road throughout its entire 
length should be set aside for the con- 
struction of this work—of this reserve the 
company should be offered one half there- 
of in alternate blocks of 20 miles on each 
side of the. railway. I will 
now speak of the cost of the 
road, and for the purpose of illustration 
will divide it into three sections. and of 
this 1 may say that until more accurate 
explanations and surveys are made any 
estimate which is given must be a mere 
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appproximite one. The Government, 
however, have not gone into this matter 
without the best information that could be 
obtained, and they have the assurance 
from an Engineer of standing, which 
gentleman is very conversant with British 
Columbia and is now within hearin g, and, 
who himself has made an exploration of a 
line of railway across our North West pos- 
sessions at the Rocky Mountains to the 
Pacific through the Province, that the road 
is quite practicable and that even with the 
high price of labour which prevails in that 
country, that the 600 miles of it through 
British Columbia can be built for $60,000 
per mile, which would give the cost of that 
portion at $36,000,000. That gentleman 
further states that 213 miles of the land 
through which it passes is of good quality 
and fit for settlement, and a considerable 
portion ofit far above the average of 
settlement lands in Canada. The second 
division, commencing near the sources of 
the Sasketchewan and extending through 
the Red River country a distance of 
1,500 miles is largely composed of prairie 
lands, and though an hon. gentleman has 
stated the cost of railwayson prairie lands 
at $20,000 per mile, I have placed the 
15,000 miles of that section at $30,000, or 
a total of $45,000,000. Then I estimate 
the most eastern 400 miles, computing 
the whole distance 
$60,000 per mile, or $24,000,000, making in 
all a total cost of $105,000,000. 


(Mr. Mitchell here went on to show that 
the funds likely to be realized from the 
land grants and the money subsidy would 
be nearly sufficient to meet the foregoing 
.estimated expenditure, and then con- 
tinued :) 


To the objection that no company 
can be got to build the road, I 
answer that on the Northern Pacific, which 
runs within a short distance of our south- 
ern boundary line. where it crosses Red 
River, acompany is building that road on 
land grants alone without any subsidy, 
through a country a great deal like our 
own, and where it ditters from ours, that 
difference is in favour of Canada. 


British 


over 200 ofits road built, and is progress- 
ing rapidly. If, therefore, the Northern 
Pacific Company can build their road on 
land grants, surely we have’ no reason to 
doubt that with the additional facilities 
which we have to offer, that we will get 
ours taken up. As to the ability of Can- 
ada to fulfil her engagement in reference 
to this road, I need scarcely say that her 
condition never was more prosperous than 
at present. Her revenue 1s ample tor her 
wants, covering her public works, upon 
which large annual outlays are made. The 
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at 2,500 miles, at’ 


Lam | 
informed that the company has already | 
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annual percentage of increase of 
tion is beyond that of the United 
while a much greater increase must be 
looked for through the settlement of our 
new territory, so soon as facilities for 
transport are afforded. This increase of 
population alone will give a revenue 
which will contribute largely towards the 
payment of the subsidy, but it will be 
remembered that we have the 20 miles of 
land reserved in alternate blocks along the 
whole line of railway, from 
which a railway fund could be secured 
on the faith of such lana reservation. And in 
addition to this, we have millions of acres 
of land in the North West beyond the 
railway reservation. [| do not deem it 
necessary further to refer to the ordinary 
sources of revenue as a means of enabling 
Canada to meether engagements as that has 
been already ably dealt with. Doubtless, 
the subsidy will be so arranged as to make 
the future provide for its fair share of the 
cost of this Government work, and thus 
avoid the danger that its construction will 
unduly press upon the present generation, 
But hon. gentlemen say, we cannot con. 
struct the work in ten years. If we can 
get the means to construct the line at all, 
we can do it in ten years, and if it is to be 
done then, ’twere well to do it quickly 
and give the present generation the bene- 
fitof its use. The Central Pacific road 
which was constructed through a much 
more difficult country, was built in three 
years, and Icansee no reason why ours 
should not be built in ten. But ir we 
assume that from any unforeseen cause, we 
should fail in having it completed within 
that time, but that we, in good faith, com- 
menced and progressed with the work as 
rapidly as it was possible to do it, does any 
one believe that any ditliculty would arise 
from such a course or British Columbia 
could find fault? I certainly do not, and 
while some hon. gentlemen have taken 
exception that it is so written in the 
Bond, and that the resolutions should 
be rejected and be again remitted 
back for the consideration of British Colum- 
bia, Lthink such a course is fraught with 
danger. The Parliament of that country 
would at once claim the right to open up 


popula- 
States, 


-and discuss each individual item of the 


conditions, and thus defer indefinitely the 
consummation of what we so much desire. 


| The Government have, however, endea- 


voured to meet this objection as far as it is 
possible to do soon this point, without 
endangering the measure, by introducing 
a resolution explaining what they mean 
by the provision to construct the rail- 
way in ten years, and I have no doubt that 
this will be acceptable to British Columbia. 
It is important in considering the ability 
of Canada to carry out her engagement, to 
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look at the character ofthe lands through 
which this railway willrun. I havealready 
stated the opinion of an Engineer of stand- 
ing in reference to those in British Colum- 
bia, and in confirmation thereof I will 
quote from a paper read before the Geo- 
graphical Society of London in 1869, a 
description of a portion of that country 
through which it is proposed that the rail- 
way shall run, that for 300 miles in length 
it runs through ‘a rich plateau of culti- 
vable soil generally heavily timbered, and 
capable of producing any kind of crops.” 
In reference to this plateau it is stated 
thatit contains millions of acres of good 
ground where large tracts of land are sure 
to be taken up as soon as the first com- 
munications are established. The writer 
further observes ‘that the Indian horses 
pass the winter out of doors without fod- 
der or stabling, the best proof that the 
winters are not very severe,”’ and while 
speaking of a portion of the country as 
rough, clearly indicatesits fertile character 
and adaptability for cultivation, and graz- 
ing. With reference to that sec. 
tion .of the country which extends 
from the Rocky Mountains eastward 1t 
is universally admitted to be most fertile 
in its character, level, fertile and with a 
good climate and presenting no impedi- 
ments to the construction of a road, and 
ior many hundreds of miles is of such a 
character that carts and waggons can be 
driven over it in itsnatural state. What a 
contrast to the corresponding section 
through which the Americans have to 
construct their roads to the Pacific. Dr. 
Henry, of the Smithsonian Institute, says: 
‘The progress of settlement a few miles 
west of the Upper Missouri River, and 
West of the Mississippi beyond the 98th 
clegree of longitude, is rendered impossi- 
ble by the condition of climate and soil 
which prevail there. * * * The Rocky 
Mountain region and the sterile belt East 
of it occupies an area about equal to one 
third of the whole surface of the United 
States, and which must now remain of 
little value to the husbandman.” Pro- 
fessor Hind in his report says: ‘The 
arid districts of the Upper Missouri are 
barren tracts, wholly uncultivable from 
various causes. * * * Along the 32 
parallel the breadth of this desert is least, 
und the detached ares of fertile soil, great- 
est, but the aggregate number of square 
miles of cultivable lands amounts only to 
2,300, in a distance of 12,100 miles.” 
The State Geologist of California thus de- 
scribes the Colorado desert, through which 
the Northern Pacific Railway runs: ‘Its 
area is some 9,000 square miles and,except- 
ing the Colorado River which cuts across 
its lower end, is without river or lake. It 


stretches off to the horizon on all sides 
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without one glimpse of vegetation or life, 
its surface is ashy and parched ; its frame 
of mountains rises in rugged pinnacles of 
black rocks, barren of soil; local storms of 
dust and sand are prevalent, Parts are 
entirely destitute even of sand, being 
smooth compact sun baked clay; other 
parts are covered with heaps of sand 
disposed like snow drifts in waves of 50 
or 80 feet in height.” 

Yet this is the character of the country 
through which the American lines of Pa- 
cific Railway are either built, in process of 
building or projected. Yet we are told 
that with the fertile lands of the North 
West, with a fertile belt of the finest 
prairie land stretching from the Red 
River to the Rocky Mountains, that Canada 
cannot build her railway through her fer- 
tile prairies though the Americans can 
construct theirs over the barren desert; 
and, in addition to this, the passes through 
our territory are neither so long, so diffi- 
cult of approach nor at so great elevations 
as are the most favourable ones of the 
American routes, nor are there so many 
ridges to cross. 

Another of the objections stated by 
honorable gentlemen is, that the country 
south of Hudson’s Bay and. stretching 
west to Fort Garry is unfit for cultivation 
and so mountainous and rocky in its 
character as to he incapable of being 
utilized. , 


Now, I am ata loss to know where the 
authority is to be found for such a state- 
ment. I have referred to the latest works 
which treat upon that country and I draw 
entirely different conclusions as to its 
character. Mr. Alexander Russell, C.E., 
in the recent edition of his work, fresh 
from the press, and no higher authority 
can be quoted in reference to the charac- 
ter of that country, states that the coun- 
try at a short distance to the north of 
Lake Superior loses its rugged character 
and generally declining in its height 
merges into silurian plateaus or fertile 
plains well suited for settlement; he 
Says :— 

‘This declination in height and pecu- 
liar character of the range we mention, not 
only as meriting notice are descriptive of a 
large partof this section of territory, but 
especially because they are of importance 
to usand admitting of a most direct line 
of railway from Montreal to the Red River 
Settement (and the Pacific) about 400 
miles shorter than the route through Min- 
nesota now used; as favourable as to the 
character of the ground, as much as what 
is to be made of the Intercolonial Railway 
in the country between St. Lawrence 
and New Brunswick and passing through 
much land as fit for settlement and with 
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_ of Provincial Land Surveyors 


. unfitness of 


a Moose. 


_. thing to prevent 


_ potatoes had never once, 


British 


snow in vwrinter,’’ 


I would also refer, in coniirmation, to 
the report of the Surveys of that section 
Sinclair and 
Forest, fully confirmatory ot the above 


statements. 


Now, in reply to th3 statement of the 
that country for cultivation, 
let me quote from the evidence of My, 
Gladman who resided 15 years at Moose Fac. 
tory on the Hudson Bay, and has stated, 
‘‘ that the climate and soil are good, that 


4 _he raised potatoes and other vegetables 


there in great abundance—that barley 
ripened well, and that horned cattle, 
horses, sheep and pigs were raised in 
abundance at this point, 230 miles north 
of the boundary between the territory and 
Canada. He adds that the soil and cli- 
mate of Albany, which is 100 miles 
further north, does not differ much from 
At New Brunswick House, which 
is 5,100 south, he Says, ‘the soil is very 
good, that excellent potatoes and every 
description of vegetables are raised there, 
oats ripened well, and wheat raised with 
success, and that he does not know of any- 
a good settlement from 
being made there, but it being rather 
distant from market.”’ 

Mr. Russell contirms these statements 
and speaking of the Hudson Bay Territory 
westward of James Bay and towards Win- 
nipeg, says: ‘That the country and cli. 
mate improve equally southward and west. 
ward, the western side of it even to its 
north west angle is wooded thickly and 
plenty, the Great Central Region suitable 
for cultivation,” 

Professor Hind, in his report, confirms 

_ the character given of the country as above, 
and states that wheat is sown 130 miles 
north of Fort Francis about the 20th of 
May, that Indian corn ripens welland that 

during five years 
cultivation, been injured by frost. 

Sir John Richardson tells us that at 

Fort Francis, oa Rainy river, where this 
rich tract of alluvial land commences, 
Wheat is sown from the Ist to the 23rd of 
May, and abundant crops reaped at the end 

of August. 

Mr. Russell also states and gives good 
and suflicient reasons therefor, that the 
climate is more genial “ and of decidedly 

greater warmth” after crossing the height 
of land than it is on the shores of the lake, 
and that this wilderness extends for several 
hundreds of miles to the North. 

Mr, Dawson, in his admirable report in 
speaking of the same district of county 
and while confirming the character above 
given to it, says: «* That the south west- 
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ern part of this territory will, therefore, 
become the site of an important trade, 
while its rivers and numerous lakes offer 
some abundant fisheries than those of the 
great lakes of the St. Lawrence while 
the fisheries of the Hudson and James Bay 
are mere prolific and abundant than were 
our Atlantic and sea coast fisheries 

In the face of such testimony, it 
Will scarcely be repeated that the 
country through which we propose to 
build this great work is sterile and 
barren ; on the contrary, the authorities 


upon the subject, and those who know it 


best, pronounce it to be valuable for set. 
tlement as well as rich in timber and 
magnificent fisheries. I may here state 
several gentlemen of Toronto called upon 
me within the week, with a view of ascert. 


aining the value and character 
of these Hudson Bay fisheries, 
and stated that they con templated 


the projection of a railway to place Hudson 
Bay in connection with the Toronto system 
of railways, and I have no doubt but ere 
long we will see this project carried out. 
The enterprise shown in the Province of 
Ontario warrants the belief that, with so rich 
and fertile a back country as the North 
West and Hudson Bay are, with the fer- 
tile prairies of the former and the valuable 
fisheries and timber which characterize the 
resources of the latter as well as mineral 
lands of the Lake Superior region, all the 
inducements to railway extension in the 
West are too great to be overlooked. 
I must here notice one remark of the hon. 
member from the Wellington Division. He 
says that the Act does not permit the 
admission of British Columbia on the terms 
which we propose. My reading of the 142nd 
section to which the hon. gentleman refer- 
red, does not to my mind bear the con- 
struction he puts on it. The fairand just 
interpretation is that whatever terms ma 

be agreed upon—whether in respect to the 
financial arrangements or the representa- 
tion in Parliament—by the Legislature of 
British Columbia and the Parliament of 
Canada, shall become law, so long as 
they are not at variance with the provisions 
of the Union Act, but are in accordance 
with it. The hon. gentleman also read 
another clause and said nothing was men- 
tioned about representation in the Senate. 
I had the honor of being one of the gen- 
tlemen who framed and submitted for the 
consideration of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, these resolutions on which the 
Union Act is based. The question of the 
representation of Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island only were discussed—it was 
not believed that we could immediately 
acquire the North West—much less was 1b 
thought that we could bring in British 
Columbia within so short a period. I am 
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pleased that the results have gone ahead 
of our anticipations ; but now that the 


country is brought in, I am_ sure 
that the Parliament of Canada will 
accept the terms of admission. 


I believe that this Parliament will not 
hastily reject them in consequence of the 
view entertained by some gentlemen that 
the resources of this country will not be 
able to carry out what the Government 
have submitted for the consideration of 
Parliament. But it is said that we should 
first carry out what we have promised— 
that we should first complete our canals, 
railways and other public works which we 
have undertaken | 


we are constructing the Intercolonial Rail- 
way as rapidly as possible, and we have 
adopted the best means in our power to 
obtain information with respect to the 
Canals of the Dominion; andI do not 
think that the Government is fairly open 
to the taunt that they have failed to ful- 
filltheir promises. Nor doI think that the 
great object of uniting the British posses- 
sions on this continent should be left in- 
complete until our canals are deepened. 
The hon. member also propounded the 
statement that the policy of the Govern- 
ment of England is separation from Cana- 
da; but I cannot see that there are any 
facts to prove this.There is nothing to auth- 
orize us to believe that the intelligent peo- 
ple or Parliament, or the Ministry of Kng- 
land desire for a moment that the most 
prosperous and powerful of her colonies 
should be separated irom the Empire. The 
same despatch which stated the 
fact of the withdrawal of the troops de- 
clared explicitly that the whole force of 
the Empire would be ready to assist these 
colonies in the time of danger. At this 
very moment the telegraph is informing 
us that the Under Secretary of State has 
submitted to Parliament a scheme for 
the Union of the West India Islands, 
and this step is not taken 
to promote separation, but tke contrary. 
So far then from Great Britiin consenting 
to the policy of disintegration, she is thus 
endeavouring to build up another Confed- 
eration to perpetuate British influence. 
My hon. friend opposite (Mr. Letellier de 
St. Just), in addressing the House on this 
subject appealed to the prejudices of his 
compatriots. 


Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE SI. JUST— 
_ Idid not appeal to the prejudices of any 
one. 


Hon. Mr. MI{TCHELL—i am bound to 
believe the hon gentleman, but certainly 
1 understood him to state that while 
granting pensions by these resolutions to 
gentlemen in British Columbia we were 


Hon, Mr. Mitchell. 


We are making fair. 
progress with our public improvements— _ 
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turning out our own people with compara- 
tively little remuneration, and that during 
the last three or four years we had dismiss- 
ed officers of the public service without 
giving them any pension. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—I 
have not in any way referred to the Minis- 
ter of Fisheries. I referred to the time 
when that hon gentleman, with others, 
did not find it advisable to pay pensions 
to those whom they were turning out of 
office, whilst they were giving those pen- 
sions to men in British Columbia. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL.—The case here is 
The gentlemen to whom 
he refers were Officers in connection with 
the old Parliament of Canada and no obli- 
gation rested on the Dominion concerning 
them. Noobligation rested on the Pro- 
vinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
to give pensions tomen from whom they 
had never received any benefit, and in 
whose case they recugnized no responsibil- 
ity. In the case of British Columbia 


we know that there are only five at 


present entitled to pensions under these 
resolutions, and it is not expected that 
more than two of these will receive any. 
These men held their appointments from 
the Imperial Government, and it is only 
in keeping with Imperial policy, that in 
the proposed change, that Govern- 
ment would expect that those officers 
should be provided for, that their circum- 
stances should be favourably considered. 
The hon. member from the Wellington 
division has declared that we have only 
consulted the interests of British Columbia. 
Hon. gentlemen know perfectly well that 
British Columbia presented a request to 
us to be admitted into the Union, We 
invited delegates to discuss the question, 
and the conference was held in due season, 
and certain terms arranged. It was de- 
manded in the original proposition that 
there should be a waggon road constructed. 
Knowing the desire of the country to have 
a railway through the Saskatchewan terri- 
tory, and believing it was only throwing 
away money in building a waggon road, we 
arranged the present terms ; and notwith- 
standing the remarks of some hon. gentle. 
men I think, the House will agree that we 
have made a reasonable calculation and 
provision for the work. Then consider the 


| national advantages that must accrue from 
| this 


measure. We are now the third 
greatest maritime power in the world. At 
the present time France has not as much 
tonnage as we have, and before ten years 


| pass away we will have made great ad- 
_yances in maritime importance, for the 


railways and public improvements now 
going on or in contemplation will stimu- 


_ late industry and commerce, and our ships 


will have more than they can do. We 


881 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL consented. 
The debate was accordingly adjourned. 


The House then took up the orders of the 
day, and adjourned about midnight. 


Customs 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Turspay, 4th April. 

After routine, 

‘Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
the House do resolve itself into Committee 
-of the Whole to-morrow, to consider the 
following resolution :— 


PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


Resolved, That the railway referred to 
in the Address to Her Majesty concerning 
the Union of British Columbia with Canada, 
adopted by this House on Saturday, the 
Ist April instant, should be constructed 
and worked by private enterprise, and not 
by the Dominion Government; and that 
the public aid to be given to secure that 
undertaking should consist of such liberal 
grants of land, and such subsidy in money, 
or other aid, not unduly pressing on the 
industry and resources of the Dominion, as 
the Parliament of Canada shall hereafter 
determine. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said after the ruling 
of the Speaker yesterday in the case of the 
Insolvency Act, this resolution was clearly 
out of order. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it would 
be time enough to raise an objection when 
the motion should come before the House 
to-morrow. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


| Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the third 
j reading of the Bill to amend the Act re- 
: lating to duties on Customs. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) expressed his 
regret that the duties had been removed 
from salt. It could not fail to inflict 
serious injury on the salt interests of 
Western Canada. He repeated his argu- 
ment in favour of continuing the Tariff, 
and predicted that if removed, the whole 
trade would revert to the Americans iu 
two months, and the Canadian salt boilers 
would see their business ruined. He, 
therefore, moved that the Bill be re- 
ferred back to a Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose of striking out the word 
‘‘salt’? wherever it occurred in the 
measure. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS GINCKS said the 
House had already expressed, by a large 
majority, their opposition to the Tariff, and 
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he thoughtit undesirable that these duties 


should be retained. 


Mr. BOWELL moved in amendment to 
restore all farm products recently en- 
franchised to the dutiable list, leaving 
coal and coke free. He hoped some con- 
sideration would be shown for the tarm. 
ing interest. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Government could not assent to a propo- 
sition to remove the duty from coal and 
coke and leave it on flour and wheat. He 
felt, however, that it would be impossible, 
after the opinions expressed by the House, 
to adopt the amendment of the hon. mem- 
ber for Hastings. 


Mr. GIBBS spoke on behalf of the salt 
interest, and hoped the House would not 
withdraw the protection which they had 
extended last year, and which had as. 
sisted so materially to build it up, 


Mr. JACKSON said he would vote for 
the amendment of the hon. member for 
Huron, believing it to be in the interests 
of the whole community to protect so im- 
portant a manufacture. 


Mr. O’CONNOR believed that the inter. 
ests of the farmers should be looked after 
as well as those of the manufacturers. He 
would, therefore, support the motion of 
the hon. member for Hastings. 


A division was then taken on Mr, Bow- 
ell’s amendment which was lost, yeas 38 ; 
nays 110, 


Yeas.—Messrs. Ault, Bowell, Bown, 
Brown, Burton, Cameron (Huron) Carling, 
Crawford (Brockville), Dobbie, Drew, 
Gaucher, Gibbs, Grant, Grover, Holmes, 
Hurdon, Keeler, Lapum, Lawson, Little, 
McCallum, McKeagney, Munroe, O’Connor, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Ross (Dundas), Ross 
(Prince Edward), Scriver, Shanly, Stephen- 
son, Street, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Walsh, Webb, White, (Halton), White- 
| head, and Willson.—38. 

Nays.—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Arch. 
_ambeault, Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, 
|Béchard, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, 
Blake, Blanchet, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, 
Brousseau, Burpee, Cameron (Inverness), 
Campbell, Carmichael, Caron, Cartier (Sir 
George E.), Cartwright, Cayley, Cheval, 
| Chipman, Colby, Costigan, Coupal, Craw- 
| ford (Leeds), Currier, Daoust, Delorme (St. 
| Hyacinthe), Dorion Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Forbes, Fortin, Fournier, Gaudet, Geof- 
'frion, Gendron, Godin, Hagar, Heath, 
Hincks (Sir Francis), Holton, Howe, Irvine, 
| Jackson, Jones (Halifax), Killam, Kirk- 
patrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Mac- 
donald, (Glengarry), McDonald (Lunen- 
burg), McDonald (Middlessex), McFarlane, 
Magill, Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McConkey, McDougall 
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(Lanark), McDougall (Three Rivers), Mc- 
Millan, McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Moffatt, 
Morris, Morison (Victoria O.), Morrison 
(Niagara), Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, 
Pickard, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Redford, 
Renaud, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Victoria 
N. S.), Ross (Wellington C. R), Ryan 
(Montreal West), Rymal, Savary, Scate- 
herd, Simard, Simpson, Smith (Westmore- 
land), Sproat, Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson 
rOntario), Tilley, Tourangeau, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Wallace, Weils, Wood, Work- 
man, Wright (Ottawa County), Wright 
(York, Ontario, W. R.), and Young.—110. 


Mr. LAWSON moved an amendment 
that the second clause be struck out, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the amendment 
was out of Order, as it asked the House to 
impose duties on certain articles, several 
of which the House had just befoze deci- 
ded should remain on the free list. 

After some discussion on the point of 
order, 

The SPEAKER ruled that the motion 
could be put. 

The amendment was lost ; yeas 48; nays 
109, 

Yeas.—Messrs. Ault, Baker, Bowell, 
Bown, Brown, Burton, Cameron [Huron], 
Cameron [Inverness], Colby, Crawford 
fBrockville], Dobbie, Drew, ‘Gaucher, 
Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Hurdon, 
Jackson, Keeler, Lapum, Lawson, Mc- 
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Ross [Champlain], Ross [Victoria N. 8.], 
Ross [ Wellington, C. R.], Ryan [Montreal 
West], Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd,. Simard, 
Simpson, Smith (Westmoreland), Stirton, 
Sylvain, Thompson [Haliman:], Thompson 
| Ontario], Tilley, Tourangeau, Tremblay, 
‘Tupper, Wallace, Wells, Wood, Workman, 
Wright (Ottawa County), Wright (York, 
Ontario, W. R.), and Young.—109. 


Mr. OLIVER moved in amendment that 
the Bill be not now read a third time, but 
be referred back to Committee for the 
purpose of striking out salt, peas, beans, 
barley, rye, oats, Indian Corn, and Buck- 
wheat from the second clause. 

This amendment was declared lost on a 
division. 

Mr. CAMERON’Samendment was then 
put, and the vote was yeas 37; nays 114, 

Yuras.-—Messrs. Ault, Bertrand, Bowell, 
Bown, Brown, Burton, Cameron [Huron], 
Carling, Colby, Crawford [Leeds], Currier, 
obbie, Drew, Gibbs, Grant, Hurdon, 
Jackson, Keeler, Lapum, Lawson, Mac- 
Donald [Glengarry], McCallum, Morison 
(Victoria, O.], O'Connor, Oliver, Pope, 
Shanly, Sproat, Stephenson, Street, Thomp- 
son [Haldimand], Thompson [Ontario], 
Walsh, White [Halton], White [Hast 
Hastings], Whitehead, and Willson.—37. 

Nays’--Messrs. “Abbott, Anglin, Boker, 
Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, Belle- 
rose, Benoit, Blake, Blanchet, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Brousseau, 


Duties. 


Donald [Lunenburg], Macdonald; [Mid- | Burpee, Cameron [Inverness], Campbell, 


dlessex], McCallum, McKeagney, Munroe, 
O'Connor, Perry, Pope, Ross (Dundas), 
Ross [Prince Edward], Scriver, Shanly, 


Carmichael, Caron, Cartier [Sir George E.], 
Cartwright, Cayley, Cheval, Chipman, 
Costigan, Coupal, Daoust, Delorme, [St. 


Sproat, Stephenson, Street, Walsh, Webb, | Hyacinthe], Dorion, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
White ,Halton], White [East Hastings], | 


Whitehead, Wilson.—43. 


Nays.—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archam- 
beault, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Blan- 
chet, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Brousseau, 
Burpee, Campbell, Carling, Carmichael, 
Caron, Cartier [Sir George H.], Cartwright, 
Cayley, Cheval, Chipman Costigan, Coupal, 
Crawtord fLeeds],Currier, Daoust, Delorme, 
fSt. Hyacinthe], Dorion, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Forbes, Fortin, Fournier, Gaudet, Geof- 


frion, Gendron, *Godin, Hagar, Heath, 
Hincks [Sir Francis], Holton, Howe, 
Huntington, Irvine, Jones [Halifax], 


Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Little, MacDonald [Glengarry], 
MacFarlane, McKenzie, Magill, Masson 
[Soulanges], Masson [Terrebonne], McCon- 
key, McDougall [Lanark] McDougall 
[Renfrew], McDougall |Three Rivers], 
McMillan, McMonies, Metcalfe, Mis, 
Moffatt, Morris, Morison _[ Victoria, 
O. ], Morrison [Niagara], Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pinsonneault, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Redford, Renaud, 


Mr. O'Connor. 


Forbes, Fortin, Fournier, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, Grover, Hagar, 
Heath, Hincks [Sir Francis], Holton, Howe, 
Huntington, Irvine, Jones [Halifax], Jones 


| [Leeds & Grenville], Killam, Kirkpatrick, 


Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Little, Me- 
Donald (Antigonish), McDonald [Lunen- 
burg], McDonald (Middlesex), Maclarlane, 
Mackenzie, Magill, Masson (Soulanges), 
Masson [Terrebonne], McConkey, Mc- 
Dougall [Lanark], McDougall (Renfrew,) 
McDougall [Three Rivers], McMillan, Mc- 
Monies, Metcalfe, Mills, Moffat, Morris, 
Morison (Niagara), Munroe, Paquet, Pel- 
letier, Perry, Pickard, Pinsonneault, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Redford, Renaud, 
Ross [Champlain), Ross [Dundas], Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N.S.), 
Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Ryan (Montreal 
West), Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd, Scriver, 
Simard, Simpson, Smith (Westmoreland), 
Stirton, Sylvain, Tilley, Tourangeau, 
Tremblay, Tupper, Wallace, Webb, Wells, 
Wood, Workman, Wright (Ottawa-County), 
Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.) and 
Young —114, 
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The motion for the the third reading of 
the Bill was then declaied carried. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the report of the Committee on Banking 


and commerce and 


Hon. SirGEO. E. CARTIER that of the 
Committee on Railways, Canals, and Tele. 


graphs. 
ESTIMATES. 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House should go into Committee of 


Supply. 


INTERFERENCE WITH ELECTIONS BY GOV- 
ERNMENT OFFICIALS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that before the 


_ House went into Commitice of Supply 
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a this information on the most reliable 
_ authority, and asked that enquiry should 


there were one or two matters to which 
he desired to draw attention. Complaints. 
had already been made of the interference 
of the Dominion Government in the local 


elections in Ontario, and he had 
now received a letter from 
the county of Essex in which 


he was informed that Mr. Gilbert Mc- 
Micken went to that county and stated 
that he was there as the authorized agent 
of Sir George E. Cartier, and that he [Sir 
George] desired Mr. Prince rejected and 
the opposing candidate returned. He had 


be made, as there could be nothing more 
improper than to allow Government offici- 
als to interfere in the local elections. 
Another case had also been brought to his 
notice in connection with the Census. A 
gentleman appointed as Census Commis- 
sioner for the county of Lambton was ap- 
plied to by the Assessor of one of the 
townships in that county for an appoint- 
ment as enumerator, the applicant stating 
that he could discharge the duties of the 
two offices in conjunction. He was how: 
ever informed that the census appoint- 
ments were purely political; and unless 
he could state that he had supported the 
Government at the last election, or would 
promise to do soat the next he could not 
beappointed. He could make neither the 
statement ner the promise, and did not 
receive the position. He condemned these 
attempts to influence the late elections in 
Ontario as none the less criminal because 
unsuccessful. 

Mr. JONES [Halifax] here commenced 
to speak, but the Speaker said he desired 
it to be understood that though of course 
any member was at liberty to state any 
grievance, the subject of that grievance 
could not. be debated unless a distinct 
motion was laid before the House, 


Mr. JONES then said that he had ona 
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previous occasion directed attention to the 
interference of the Government in the 
Nova Scotia local elections, and he had 
since received a most extraordinary cor- 
roboration of the statements he had made. 
He had received a letter from a young 
gentleman of the name df Peter Macnab 
son of the Hon. James Macnab, a mem. 
ber of the Legislative Council, of Nova 
Scotia. It was well known that on ac. 
count of the interference of the Heads 
of Departments in the Dominion Govern. 
ment in forcing their servants to vote 
against their wishes, the Nova Scotia Gov- 
ernment desired to pass a measure to dis- 
franchise all servants of the Dominion 
Government. When the measure came 
before the Legislative Council, the Hon. 
Mr. Macnab chanced to be very ill, and it 
was. therefore hoped that his absence 
might be secured, and so help to defeat 
the Bill. In order to accomplish this, a 
gentleman named Dr. Wickwire, formerly 
a partner of the Hon. President of the 
Council, approached the son, Mr. Peter 
Macnab, with an offer that if he would 
persuade his father to remain at home he 
should receive a situation under the Do- 
minion Government, worth $700 a year. 
The young gentleman thought this a most 
outrageous and insulting offer, but he was 
advised to carry on the negotiations, in 
order to ascertain from whom the offer 
emanated. The result would be seen from 
the documents he had received, and which 
he would read to the House. First, tele- 
gram from Dr. Tupper to Dr. Wickwire, 


dated at Ottawa, 31st March 1871. “Your 
telegram received.—Anything Hill en- 
gages to do, I will carry out.’’ Second, 


letter from M. B. Daley to Mr. Peter 
Macnab, dated Halifax 3lst March, 1871. 
—‘‘]T will guarantee you a situation under 
the Dominion Government in Halifax, 
worth at least $700 per annum, if you will 
carry out the arrangements which youand 
Dr. Wickwire have made.”’ Third,—letter 
from D. McNeil Parker to Mr. Peter Mac- 
nab, dated Ist April, 1871. ‘‘Telegram 
from Dr. Tupper to Dr. Wickwire has just 
been received, in which Dr. Tupper states 
he will carry out any arrangements made 
by Mr. Hill with you. Mr. Hill is just 
now absent from the city, but the matter 
will be arranged by Mr. Daley, and I here- 
by undertake that Mr. Hill will ratify any 
arrangements made with you by Mr. Daley, 
on his return.”’ He thought this was quite 
sufficient to substantiate the general 
charges he had made against the Govern. 
ment on a previous occasion, and he would 
ask whether a member of the Dominion 
Government should be allowed so to ros- 
titute the patronage of the country 
as to attempt to coerce a local Legislature. 
To his mind, the transaction was so disre- 
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putable as only to require to be laid before 
the House to receive the condemnation ° it 
deserved. The local Government of Nova 
Scotia was at all events carrying out the 
views for which it was elected, and should 
be exposed tono interference at the hands 
of the Dominion Government. Ue might 
state also that the President of the Coun- 
cil had endeavored to invoke religious dis- 
cord into the public affairs of the Pro- 
vince, and he trusted this and the other 
action of that hon. gentleman would not 
fail to receive the condemnation it so well 
deserved. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER was glad that he was 
thus afforded an opportunity of explaining 
this matter. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that as no motion 
was before the House, there could be no 
discussion. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER charged the member 
for Lambton with attempting to prevent 
him from refuting the accusations brought 
against him. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
man was entirely mistaken, he had no 
desire to prevent him from speaking, but 
merely to make the discussion regular. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that no one 
could doubt that when such serious charges 
were made against amember of the Gov- 
ernment, it was quite competent for him 
to give the answer on the instant, and he 
was sure there was not a member in the 
House who would not desire that he should 
be allowed to reply to the imputations 
_ thrown upon him. He would state the 
facts of the case as briefly as he could, and 
would leave it to the judgment of the 
House and the country whether any blame 
attached to him in the matter. He had 
already stated that when it became neces- 
sary to appoint enumerators for the taking 
of the Census in the county of Halifax, Mr. 
Power, one of the representatives for that 
county, was invited to make recommen- 
dations, but that calling in the assistance 
of the other member for Halifax, he abus- 
ed the confidence of the Government by 
presenting a list composed almost entirely 
of the bitterest opponents of the Govern- 
ment. Since that time, his hon. colleague, 
the Secretary of State for the Provinces, 
and he, determined in cases of future 
appointments to ask the recommendation 
of Mr. Hill, the member representing 
the same constituency in the local 
legislature, and ever since all applicants 
for appointments there, had been referred 
to that gentleman. A Bill was under the 
consideration of the House brought in by 
the Local Government of Nova Scotia for 
the’ purpose of disfranchising all office 
holders and employees under the Domin- 
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That Bill was introduced by the Attorney 
General who stated that he hoped to pass a 
Bill that would prevent any one who had a 
‘smell’? of Canada from voting. When it 
was introduced into the Upper House, Mr. 
Stairs who had been appointed by the 
present Government, and wasa gentleman 
of the very highest standing in NovaScotia, 
threw up his seat in the Legislative Coun- 
cil rather than support a measure so mon- 
strous. It then became a matter of im- 
portance to the friends of this Government 
that this measure should be defeated, and 
he would ask whether it was not only im- 
portant to the Government but to the 
whole Dominion, that there should be in 
Nova Scotia a Government which had not 
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emblazoned on its flag the destruction of 


the Union, which was certainly the object 
of the present Government. Well, then, 
who was this Mr. Macnab whose vote it 
seems was to be secured. Why, he was a 
gentleman who had ever sat side by side 
with him (Dr. Tupper) in the Government 
of Nova Scotia, and in approaching him 
he approached an old ;political friend. 
At this time, however, Mr. Macnab had be- 
come utterly broken down by age and ill- 
ness, so as to be both in body and mind 
utterly incapacitated for the discharge of 
his duties. In former times Mr. Macnab 
urged him (Dr. Tupper) to recommend his 
son foran appointment, which had not 
then been done. When it was ascertained 


that the Local Government was endeayv-- 


ouring to obtain Mr. Macnab’s vote by 
promising to provide a situation for his 
son, and under these circumstances he was 
asked whether if Mr. Macnab went right, he 
would guarantee that his son should re- 
ceive.an Office. The gentlemen who had 
been named in the matter were all of the 
highest character and standing, and all 
were ready to prove that no person ap- 
proached Mr. Peter Macnab with an offer, 
but that, on the contrary, that young man 


went to Dr. Wickwire with a 
statement that if an Office 
were given to him, his father would 


be prepared to vote right, but if not, the 
Local Government would give him an ap- 
pointment if his father would act with 
them: These were the circumstances un- 
der which the application was made to 
him, and he dealt with it in the same way 
as all other applications from that district, 
he referred the matter to Mr. Hill, tele- 
graphing, ‘‘ Anything Hill undertakes to 
do, I will carry out.” 


Mr. BLAKE asked for the message to 
which that was an answer. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER read it as follows: 
‘‘Hon. James Macnab votes to-day on dis- 
franchising Bill. Can you guarantee Peter 


ion Government throughout Nova Scotia. | office iffather is put right?’ This mes- 


Mr. Jones. 
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sage showed him that unless something 
were done, the son would go and say, 
“You see Dr. Tupper refuses to give me 
any consideration, you had better go for 
the Bill.” He had not, however, guaran- 
teed any office nor named any sum, but 
simply referred to Mr. Hill, the represen- 
tative of the County, who was consulted on 
every such case. Under these circumstances 
considering that Mr. Macnab had been his 
constant supporter for many years, and 


‘had many claims for consideration at his 


hands, he was not prepared to give an an- 
swer to the request which would secure 
an additional vote in support of a 
measure which he believed to be 
utterly hostile to the interests of the Do- 
minion, and most injurious in its conse- 
quences, and he was confident that his 
explanation would be considered perfectly 
satisfactory. The hon. member for Hali- 
fax had stated that he (Dr. Tupper) had 
endeavoured to evoke religious strife. At 
the time he entered public life, there was 
the greatest hostility between the Protes- 
tant and Roman Catholic bodies, but the 
course had since changed, and he had 
always had the hearty co-operation of His 


_ Grace the Roman Catholic Arch-Bishop 


and of that body except on the Union 
question, and had in fact very recently 
received a letter from His Grace 
stating that the good feeling which had 
ever existed between them remained 
unbroken. 

Mr. JONES | Halifax] said that Mr. Mac- 
nab had, subsequently to his being a mem- 
ber of the Government, of which the Hon. 


- President of the Council was at the head, 


become an earnest supporter of the 
anti-union body, and therefore could not 
be the firm friend represented. At the 
time the message was sent to Mr. Hill, he 
had ceased to be a member of the Legisla- 
ture of Nova Scotia, having forfeited his 
seat. The Hon. President of the Council 
had failed to say whether the steps he had 
taken were authorized by his colleagués. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that his collea- 
gues now learned the matter for the first 
time, he having taken the whole responsi- 
bility. 

Mr. BLAKE then rose to speak, and 
after some cliscussion as to whether he 
was in order in continuing the debate, the 
Speaker allowed him to proceed. He then 
spoke in the strongest terms in condemna- 
tion of the course taken by the Hon. 
President of the Council, and said that in 
his opinion, the very admissions he had 


made, rendered it unfit that that hon. 


gentleman should remain a Minister of the 
Crown for a moment longer. The hon. 
gentleman had stated that his colleagues 
were entirely ignorant of the matter, but 
he warned them that they must either en- 
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dorse or condemn the conduct of the 
President of the Council, and that they 
could only escape the disgrace which at- 
tached to that conduct by 
taking the necessary action to separate 
themselves from him. There could be no 
mistake in the matter, the hon. gentlo- 
man had himself acknowledged the course 
he had taken, and the only justification 
he could urge was that the Local Govern. 
ment were bidding for the vote, he there- 
fore thought 1t fit to go into the market 
and outbid them, and he asked the House 
whether they would endorse the proposi- 
tion that a Minister of the Dominien was 
justified in using the patronage of the 
country for the purpose of buying votes 
in the Legislatures of the Provinces, he 
thought it was quite apparent that 
the hon. gentleman had, by his own con- 
fession, proclaimed his utter unworthiness 
for the high position he occupied. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said he had always ab. 
stained from introducing the local matters 
of Nova Scotiainto that House, as what- 
ever differences they might have in that 
Province, he thought it better they should 
be settled there. He regretted that he 
had been absent when the hon. member for 
Halifax had chosen to take some liberties 
with his name, and he should take a fit- 
ting opportunity of replying to the asper- 
sions cast upon him, but he did not desire 
to mix his own affairs with the matter now 
before the House. He desired 
to mention, however, that on 
the occasion of the late election at 
Halifax, the hon. member had defamed 
his character and aspersed his policy be- 
hind his back, and had repeated the same 
thing in different parts of the country, 
and he thought‘that proceeding cowardly 
and base in the extreme. He (Mr. Howe) 
although, asked to interfere in the elec- 
tion there, had refused to do so, and had 
not addressed a single word to the county 
on the subject, and as to the utterances 
of the member for Halifax, he knew he 
would one day have him face to face. He 
remembered that that hon. gentleman 
had once followed him into the county 
of Hants, and had greatly alarmed the 
electors, by the statement, that if he (Mr, 
Howe) were elected, he | Mr. Jones] would 
seat. He 
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never take his remem- 
bered also that he had then done 
his best to re-assure the _ electors 


that even were that threat to be carried 
into execution, the crops might still 
grow, and the flowers bloom. ‘The hon, 
gentleman had, however, taken his seat, 
and here he was at his dirty work again. 
He reminded,him of the nursery rhyme 
about { 
Little Bo-peep, who lost his sheep 

And did not know where to find them ; 
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But he left them alone till he came home, 
Wagging his tail behind him. 
Jones, like Bo-peep, had come home at 
last, but there was not much wag in his 
tail, nor was it very long. He might say 
that he had invariably consulted the repre- 
sentatives of the Counties in matters of 
patronage, and in nineteen cases out of 


twenty, their recommendations had been: 


accepted. In the case of the Census 
Enumerators, when in Nova Scotia last 
summer he fellin with Mr. Power, and 
asked him to send up a list of suitable 
judicious persons to act as enumerators 
for the County of Halifax. He had no 
doubt that had Mr. Power depended on 
himself alone, the list would have been a 
good one, but, unfortunately, he con- 
sulted his colleague (Mr. Jones), who was 
incapable of dealing with the Government 
ina fair and honourable spirit, and the 
list was found such that it could not pos- 
sibly be acted on. 
It being six o'clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE resumed, He said the 
list of enumerators sent up from Halifax 
included hardly a Dominion supporter, and 
this was through the influence of the hon. 
member for Halifax. With respect to 
these telegrams which had been read in the 
House he knew nothing. He could say, 
however, that he regretted to hear that 
his esteemed old friend, Mr. McNab had 
grown so feeble in mind and body. A 
more manly, generous, honourable, noble- 
minded man never lived, and he (Mr. 
owe) believed the hon, gentleman was 
incapable of a dishonourable act. 
Howe) would like to hear all the particu- 
lars of the transaction, and if it should be 
found that the young man had 
failed to protect his father’s 
fonor, he deserved that the curse of heay- 
en should follow him. He (Mr. Howe) 
could express no opinion on the subject 
until he could hear all the particulars on 
both sides, but he feared that the young 
man had been playing fast and loose, and 
betraying his imbecile father’s honor. The 
Hon. President of the Council had stated 
truly in saying that he had taken this step 
entirely on his own responsibility. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said this was a matter 
of too great importance to be allowed to 
pass without recording the opinion of the 
House respecting it, on the journals. It 
had been irequently asserted that there 
was a close connection between this Gov- 
srnment and the Governments of the local 
legislatures ; but this was the first instance 
in which the administration of the day 
had interfered in a direct and flagrant 
manner with the action of the Local Legis- 


Hon. Mr. Howe. 
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latures. It was desirable that there should 
be no connection whatever between the 
Central and the Local Governments, and he 
felt it his duty to bring this principle 
before the House and have a decision res- 
pecting it. We had in this country large 
Companies, such as the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way Company grossly interfering in the 
elections, and bringing an undue pressure 
to bear to elect supporters of the Govern. 
ment. It was high time that this undue 
interference on the part of this Govern- 
ment should be checked. He, there- 
fore moved that all the words 
in the motion after ‘that’? be ex- 
punged and the following substituted: 
‘‘Tt appears from. the statement made to 
this House by the Hon. Chas. Tupper, C. 
B., President of the Council, that on the 
31st day of March, last, a Bill was depend- 
ing in the Legislative Council of the Pro. 
vince of Nova Scotia for disfranchising 
officials in the employment of the Govern- 
ment from voting at Nova Scotia elections, 
and that the vote of the Hon. Jas. 
Macnab, a member of the said Council, 
was material to the decision of 
the Bill, and that the said Hon. 
Chas. Tupper who was desirous that 
the said Bill should be defeated, this 
day received a telegram as follows :— 
“Hon, James Macnab votes to-day for dis- 
franchising Bill. Can you guarantee Peter 
an office if his father is put right. Signed, 

Wicxwire.”’ To which the following reply 
returned: ‘‘ Your telegram received. 

Anything Hill engages to do, I will carry 

out. Signed, Cuas. Tupper.” That the 

Government in pursuance of the said tele- 

grams, in order to secure the vote of the 
said Hon. James Macnab, an office in the 

Dominion service was offered to said 
Peter Macnab, son of the said James 
Macnab, That, in the opinion of this 
House, the conduct of the said Hon. Chas.’ 


at Elections. 


Supper in proposing to so exercise 
the patronage of the Domimion 


Government as to influence the action of 
the Local Government of Nova Scotia, was 
a flagrant violation of law and public 
morality and calculated if unrebuked by 
Parliament to reflect deep disgrace on the 
country and its institutions. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said though late 
in the session he hoped the House would 
indulge him for a few minutes while he 
defended himself. Five years ago to-day 
he was fighting the battle of Confederation 
under the banner of George Brown, Mac- 
donald and Cartier. Five years ago to-day 
he was on the floor of the Legislature of 
Nova Scotia, striving to carry out the great 
policy of endeavouring to unite the 
Provinces for the public good. When his 
opponents were .baffled and defeated by 
every fair and honourable means, the 


blacken and de 


893 Official Interference [APRIL 4, 1871,] 


leader of the present Government in Nova 
Scotia, who was then in opposition, rose in 
his place and appealed to Parliament to de- 
feat this measure because, he aftirmed on 
his honour asa man, that George Brown 
had approached him and endeavoured to 
bribe him to support Confederation (hear, 
hear). Five years ago, he (Dr. Tupper) 
was not only fighting the battle of Confed- 
eration, but he was also defending the 
character of the very man whose col- 
leagues were now endeavouring to 
stroy his (Dr. Tupper’s) 
character. He stood in this House making 
no suppliant appeal to the followers of the 
Government to support him. He absolved 
the Government and he absolved their 
Supporters from any claim. He was un- 
willing to put the question on such narrow 
ground as that. It had never been 
his position as a manorasa member of an 
Administration. For sixteen years he had 
served his native Province as a public man, 
and he left the Legislature of his Province 
without a single stain on his character, 
without a single political crime against 
him, except that of fightin g the battle of 
Confederation. Every one knew that 
party spirit had gone to as high a pitch in 
Nova Scotiaas anywhere. After he had 
carried the question of Confederation and 
resigned his position as ‘leader of the 
Government and thrown himself into the 
hands of the people, he stood there in the 
presence of his countrymen without an 
act that could touch his character as aman 
or his political honour. He stood in the 
same position here to-night. The motion 


ofthe hon. member for Lambton might be 


carried, but it would not touch the Gov- 
ernment. It would touch him and him 
alone. it wonld place him on a seat as an 
independent member untrammelled by 
any consideration in serving in the best 
manner the best interests of the 
Union. Let every hon. member in this 
House deliver his condemnation if he 
thought it a duty he owed to this Parlia- 
ment and his own conscience. He (Dr. 
Tupper ) as an independent member of 
this House would be ableio give the 
Government his support as well in sucha 
position as under any other circumstances. 
Now, what were the particulars of the 
case. Happily a letter from Hon. James 
Macdonald appeared in the ‘Toronto 
Telegraph received by this night’s mail. 


He would just read this communication 


from aman who enjoyed the confidence of 
the country and whose word was taken 
wherever he was known :— 

“On Saturday morning last Dr. Wickwire 


came into my office and told me that Peter Mc- 
Nab, the son of the Hon. James McNab, 


had informed him that his father was not dis- 


posed to vote forthe bill to disfranchise the 


| 
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employees in the Dominion offices, but that Mr. 
Annand was pressing him and promised to pro- 
vide an office worth $600 a year for him, if his 
father would vote with the Government, or re- 
sign. Thathe (Peter McNab) had, some time 
before, applied to Dr. Tupper for an office under 
the Dominion Government, but had not succeed- 
edin his application; that his father was in- 
firm and would probably not be able to attend 
in his place, but if he could do so, he wished to 
vote against the Government bill, and if he 
(Dr. Wickwire) would use his influence with 
Dr. Tupper to get him an office under the Do- 
minion, it would enable his father to vote on 
the measure then pending in the Legislative 
Council, according to his wishes, and at tho 
same time secure the interests of his son, fT 
asked Dr. Wickwire if he had seen the Hon, 
James McNab. Hesaid not. I then told him 
I feared Peter McNab might be attempting to 
deceive and mislead him, with the view of play— 
ing into the hands of the Government, and put- 
ting Mr. Hill and his friends into a false posi- 
tion at the approaching election. I had not 
spoken to Mr. McNab or his son for months ; 
the latter I barely knew on thesireet ; but from 
what I had heard of his past characterand con- 
duct, he is certainly the last man to whom I 
would knowingly give the opportunity of truth- 
fully charging me with such an intrigue ashe now 
seeks to fasten upon me. Dr. Wickwire show- 
ed me Dr. Tupper’s telegram ag published, 
and hearing from the statements of Dr. Wick- 
wire that the negotiations between himself and 
Mr. Peter McNab were perfectly legitimate and 
proper, I had no hesitation in undertaking for Mr. 
Hill that he would use his influence to supple- 
ment any proper and legitimate arrangement 
made by Dr.Wickwire. I deny that I or any other 
of the gentlemen who signed the letters publish- 
ed, contemplated any corrupt or improper ap- 
proach to the. Hon. J. McNab. The dishonor is 
with the man who by his own admission, led his 
friends who were labouring for his interests only, 
to believe in his truth and honour, while he was 
deliberately betraying them. I may be allowed 
to say that after Mr. Stairs announcement on 
Friday in the Legislative Council, I looked upon 
the opposition to the Bill as hopeless, as I sup- 
posed the Government would immediately fill 
his place, and thus secure a commanding major- 
ity. The endeavor to enable Mr. McNab to vote 
according to his wishes, was, I think, perfectly 
legitimate, and IT donot believe that a Govern- 
ment who are driven to the necessity of striking 
down the privileges of hundreds of honorable 
andupright men, to enable them as they hope 
to carry this county are the people to attack by 
means of such tools as Mr. Peter MeNab the 
character and standing of such men as Dr. 
Parker Mr. Hill, Mr. Daly, or Dr. Wickwire. ” 
This was the statement of the case made 
by Mr. Macdonald. The anti-unionists 
had already driven the Hon. Mr. Stairs to 
resign his office before this circumstance 
had ever occurred, because he felt that 
while he owed his position to Mr. An- 
nand, he could never vote for a@ measure 
so obnoxious to the country. Lhe attempt 
was made by Mr. Annand to ‘purchase the 
vote of Mr. Macnab, a gentleman who for 
seven years sat side by side with him (Mr. 
Tupper) in the Government cf which he 
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was then head, He was not only under a 
deep obligation to Mr, Macnab, personally, 
but was pledged to this very Peter Macnab 
to find him an office as soon as_ possible. 
This proposition came to him (Dr. Tup- 
per) at a time when the Local 
Government were endeavoring to purchase 
the vote of Mr. Macnab when he had 
lost mental and physical vigour, and when 
there was a most important crisis to this 
country impending, an attempt was made 
to purchase Mr. Macnab’s vote in this 
emergency, by offering his son an office 
worth ¢600 per year, fearing that Mr. 
Macnab would be brought to vote con- 
trary to his own wishes, he (Dr. Tupper) 
was told that he might prevent it by find- 
ing the young man an office. His (Dr. 
Tupper’s) answer was, that Mr. Hill, the 
gentleman recently elected to represent 
the county of Halifax in the Local Legis- 
lature, was the party to be consulted and 
instead of saying I will give you an office 
if your father votes against the measure, 
he telegraphed, ‘‘Whatever arrange-. 
ments Mr. Hill makes, I will carry out.” 
There was the case on which he would go 
to the House and to the country, such 
was his offence for which he was brought 
before the House, under circumstances 
which should cause the gentleman making 
this motion, to blush. Who were his (Dr. 
Tupper’s) accusers? Who was it that 
dared to stand up and assail him because 
he consented, when Mr. Hill recommend- 
ed a gentleman to an Office, or promised 
him a place, that he (Dr. Tupper) would 
meet his wishes and provide an office for 
the son of his old colleague? The hon. 
member for Lambton was his accuser, and 
before he (Dr. Tupper) sat down he would 
show that the hon.member had reduced 
bribery to a science (cheers). He would 
show that the hon. gentleman should be 
the last to dare to lay a finger on the char- 
acter of a public man. Mr. Annand was 
the man who, on the floor of the Legisla- 
ture of Nova Scotia, had affirmed on his 
honour, that George Brown had endeav- 
oured to bribe him, and yet the hon. mem- 
ber for Lambton became his henchman 
(cheers and laughter). Mr. Wilkin’s 


speeches had been quoted in the House | 


and had excited disgust in the mind 
of every honourable man who had heard 
them, and yet these were the men who had 
united withthe hon. member for Lambton 
for the most corrupt purposes that had 
ever disgraced public men. The hon- 
member for Lambton was an humble fol- 
lower of George Brown who had taken ad- 
vantage of the cry that Ontario's money 
had been sacrificed to satisfy Nova Scotia. 
The hon, gentleman was one of those who 
had opposed the just claims of 
Nova Scotia, and yet was ready to seize on 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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the support of any one from that Pro- 
vince, no matter how opposed he might 
be to Confederation. The hon. member 
for Lambton had gone to the lower Pro- 
vinces and united with those men who not 
only assailed this Government, but 
had also. villified the Opposition of 
this House in equally abusive terms. He was 
one of those who, though he had staked his 
honor asa public man that the public tréa- 
sury of this Dominion had been robbed for 
Nova Scotia, yet. in secret, had bargained 
with anti-unionists and annexationists pro- 
missing for their own support to give 
$66,000 more of the public money to Nova 
Scotia. The hon. member for Lambton 
had in a former debate denied that he had, 
during his recent speeches, said a 
disparaging word of Nova Scotia, The hon. 
gentleman, in a‘Speech delivered at a 
political banquet in Toronto, on the 16th 
of December, was reported by the Globe 
to have said there—after having made a 
compact with the anti-unionists and an- 
nexationists—the hon. gentleman had the 
hardihood to stand up and say: ‘The 
Government said, we will pay $2,000,000 
more to these people, and they had an 
idea that this would give ample satisfac- 
tion to the Province, while, in fact, it was 
received as a bone thrown to a dog to stop 
his growling ’’ (cheers). This was the 
manner in which the hon. member had 
insulted the people of Nova Scotia. That 
was the way the hon. gentleman had act- 
ed, instead of standing up honestly, and 
saying : ‘Gentlemen, lam bound asa pub- 
lic man to confess that the statement 
that I made in Parliament that the Admi- 
nistration of the day had not only robbed 


(the country, was not true, but they have 


| 


| 
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refused to give Nova Scotia what she 
should have, and I will ask Parliament to 
give her $66,000 more.”? That would have 
been honest, but instead of that, the hon. 
member went back to Ontario with the 
same cry that carried it before—that cry 
of sectionalism. Having secured his elec- 
tion on that ery and secured support for 
his friends, he had the hardi- 
hood to come back here and demand that 
#66,000 more should be added to the bone 
already thrown to this dog to stop him 
from growling (cheers). 

A MEMBER—What dog does he mean ? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—Nova Scotia is the 
dog, as the member for Lambton says, to 
whom the bone was thrown. If any hon. 
member should blush for shame at the 
mention ot bribery it should be the hon. 
member for Lambton ; for a more damn- 
ing record could not be brought against 
any member of this Parliament (cheers). 
The hon. member for Durham, too, had 
attacked him (Dr. Tupper) but the life of 
that hon.gentleman had been spent in de- 


re. 


_ the House. 
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fending either side of the question—assault- 


ing the innocent or defending the guilty— 


whichever gave the highest bribe (cheers 
and laughter). He(Dr. Tupper) expected 
nothing else, but upon the most flimsy 
and paltry pretence that the  hon- 
ourable member would rise with affect. 
ed indignation to talk about public 
morality, (laughter). He would like 
to hear what the hon. member would 
have to say if sucha charge were brought 
against any gentleman on his own side of 
He could imagine the with- 
ering terms of indignation against the 
accuser to which the House would be 
treated if such a charge were brought 
against a member supporting the honorable 
member for Durham. But after the action 
of the honorable Gentleman in the Local 
Legislature with respect to the Nova Scotia 
Act and afterwards coming to this House 
and joining with the honorable member 
for Lamboton in demanding more money for 
Nova Scotia—he (Dr. Tupper) cou!d under- 
stand his speaking for any side. The 
honorable member for Shefford had spoken 
with much solemnity on public morality 
in the House to-night, but the hon, mem. 
bers opposite were guilty of bribery 
and corruption of the blackest dye, and 
yet come here and lecture the House on 
the virtue of political propriety. If there 
were any gentlemen in this House who 
should blush when bribery is mentioned, 
and hide their heads whenever political 
corruption was spoken of, it was the mem- 
bers for Shefford, for Chateauguay and 
Hochelaga. They were the men, who, 
‘when the interests of their party were at 
stake, were not only ready to use $66,000 
to buy up support in a Province where 
they had none, but they were the men 
who, when power and place were at stake, 
did not hesitate to elevate to the highest 
judicial position, not their friend and col- 
league, but one of their strongest oppo- 
nents, and this judgeship was given in order 
to retain their places in the Government 
(cheers). If he had sucha record in his 
past history. be would not be able to stand 
up in this House to-night, and challenge 
an independent verdict, and yet, these 
gentlemen came here having done that 
which the hon. member for Shefford 
admitted, had convulsed this country with 
indignation and disgust. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON begged leave 
to correct his hon, friend. His statement 
was that it had convulsed the Tory party, 
not the people of the country (hear, hear). 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was not at all 
surprised that the hon. member began to 
feel his position (laughter). 
believed that his paltry clap.trap would 
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Orator and | 
essayist as the hon. member was, if he | 
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; Wipe out the record of his former career, 
he was mistaken (hear, hear). He (Dr. 
Tupper) would not detain the House long- 
er. When the whole transaction should 
be placed before the people of this coun- 
try this miserable, futile attempt 
to endeavor to strike a blow atthe Gov. 
ernment would excite the commiseration 
and contempt of even the followers of his 
accusers in this House and throughout the 
country (cheers). He could understand 
that the hon. gentlemen opposite, hunger- 
ing for position and place, were ready to 
lend themselves one day to one 
principle, and the next day to 
trample the very principles they had pro. 
pounded, beneath their feet to purchase 
support. He could understand that they 
would stick at nothing, and were ready to 
stoop to anything in order to accomplish 
their purposes, but, if they thought they 
could injure him they were 
mistaken. Having spent the prime of 
his life in steady, unqualified exertion 
to build up the interests of his country, 
he placed himself unreservedly, not in the 
hands of the hon. members who sup- 
ported the Government, but unreservedly 
in the hands of hon. members on the 
other side of the House. He was 
in this Government to-day, not because 
he wished to belong to it for the sake of 
office, but under the conviction that his 
presence gave them increased strength in 
carrying out the great work in which they 
were engaged (cheers.) He should much 
prefer to be an independent member of 
this House, and if it were the unbiased 
judgment of hon. members sitting on both 
sides of the House that he had been guilty 
of anything which rendered it improper 
that he should remain any longer a Min- 
ister of the Crown, he would retire to an 
independent bench. He was alone re- 
sponsible for his own act, and if it were 
necessary he would retire into private life, 
with the proud conviction that, regardless 
of party, he had thrown his best energies 
into the work of Confederation, and striven 
in whatever position he had been placed 
in such a manner as was best calculated to 
carry out the union of the Provinces, and 
he should retire into private life with the 
satisfaction of knowing that his efforts, 
humble though they had been, had assisted 
‘in placing this country in a position higher 
than it would ever have occupied without 
Confederation. He left the matter to the 
House, willing to bow to their, decision, 
whatever that might be (prolonged 
cheers. ) 

Hon. Mr. DORION spoke strongly in 
| disapprobation of the action of the hon. 
member for Cumberland. 

Mr. MACKENZIE replied at some length 
| to the remarks which Hon. Dr. Tupper 
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Columbia. 


had made. His desire in movinghisamend | prejudices, and secure the largest amount. 


ment was to. absolve’ the 
from all responsibility in Dr. Tup- | 
per’s conduct and to affix the 


merited stigma upon the guilty party. 


Mr. McK EAGNEY then rose and address- 
ed the House in an eloquent and effective 
speech, justifying Dr. Tupper. 

After a few words from Mr. Blake the 
House divided, when Mr, Mackenzie’s 
amendment was lost by the following large 
majority——Yeas, 51; Nays, 95. Majority 
for the Government 42. 

The House then went into Committee 
of Supply—Mr. Street in the chair—and 
passed a number of items adjourning at 
1:15 a.m, 
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The SPEAKER took the chair at 


o'clock. 


The debate on the British Columbia 
Resolutions was thenresumed. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER— My views on the 
question have been so fully explained by 
my hon. friend from the Wellington Divi- 
sion and other gentlemen who have fol- 
lowed on the same side that Ifeel it is 
idle forme to occupy the time of the 
House at any greatlength. I merely rise 
tor the purpose of offering a word of ex- 
planation with respect to the vote I intend 
to give to-day, Some of the speeches de- 


livered in the early part of this discussion 
seemed to partake largely of the spread- | 


eagle style indulged in so frequently by 
our friends across the borders. Some 
hon, gentlemen, too, would have us infer 
that those who voted against the resolu- 
tions were not only opposed to the ad- 
mission of British Columbia on reasonable 
terms, but to the Confederation generally 
—a statement which is, in my opinion, 
exceedingly unfair. (Hear, hear.) I voted 
in favor of the measure whilst a member 
of the whole Legislative Council of Canada, 
and supported it through all its stages, 
and I have been ready to support any 
measure that has for its object the conso- 
lidation of the Union and is likely to 
render it a success. I am sincerely desirous 
of doing everything in my power to draw 
the different Provinces more closely to- 
gether—to dispel sectional jealousies and 


Hon. Mr. Mackenzie. 


House | of material prosperity that it is possible to 


obtain under the circumstances. I am 


_ quite willing to admit that the political 


aspect of this question should not be over- 
looked by gentlemen who take an interest 
in the progress of the Dominion. It would 
be unwise to delay the settlement of the 
question for any great length of time. As. 
respects the representation proposed to 
be given to British Columbia, it is 
greatly in excess of that accorded to 
the other Provinces under the Union Act; 
but that is a matter which time will remedy. 
With reference to the financial arrange- 
ments, I may say, that if not extravagant, 
they are much more liberal than those 
given to the other Provinces, and neces- 
sarily unfair to the Dominion; but at the 
same time I would feel it my duty to sup- 
port the resolutions, were it not for the 
clauses providing for the construction of a 
railway, the cost of which I hold to be far 
beyond the resources of this country, 
(hear, hear). It is all very well to talk of 


-its not being the intention of the Govern- 


ment to act upon these resolutions—that 
they do not contemplate syending a large: 
amount of money. I give them credit 
for all sincerity, but we know their 
views may alter; and we have not so 
much to do with present intentions as 
with what the resolutions provide. I hold 
that when these resolutions are adopted 
they will have the force of law and that 
there is every probability of this road be- 
ing constructed without reference to what 
the expense may be. The road, we may 
be sure, cannot be constructed except at 
an expense that must necessarily entail 
very serious burthens upon the country. 
The important question suggests itself, 
how is this road to be kept up?  Refer- 
ence to some of our leading roads in Can- 
ada may afford us some valuable informa- 
tion on this point. I refer, for instance, 
to a railway which may be considered pro- 
bably one of the most prosperous and best 
managed in Canada—I mean the Great 
Western, running through a territory 
which is really the garden of Ontario, The 
trafiic on the line is very large, and then, 
as most of you are aware, it connects with 
the Eastern and Western systems of rail- 
ways from which it derives a large part of 
its business--no less than 60 per cent. 
Notwithstanding all these favourable cir- 
cumstances, which have assisted it ever 
since its construction the shareholders 
have not received more than from 2 to 24 
per cent on their outlay. The Grand Trunk 
Railroad may be regarded as still more fa- 
vourably situated in some respects—-con- 
necting as it does with the shipping of the 
world at Quebec and Portl :nd—command- 
ing the immense trade of Montreal, King- 


GO1 


ston, Toronto, and of almost every leading 
city and town in Quebec and Ontario—and 
connected with the great system of Ameri- 
can railways, Hast and West. At the same 
time I believe that I am correct in saying 
that up to the present daté shareholders 
have never got any dividend at all. Under 
these circumstances how is it possible for 
this railway, even if you can construct it, 
to pay its running expenses. No railway 
can be started under more auspicious cir- 
cumstances than the Central Pacific Rail- 
road. It is now in full operation ; it has 
the trade of 40,000,000 of people; it re. 
ceives a large amount for the transportation 
of stores from the Government. Its income 
from these sources is immense, and yet 
it is well known in railway circles that the 
road does not pay. In view of all these 
considerations, and our experience of rail- 
ways in this country, I am satisfied that if 
this line is constructed, and the countzy 
burthened forall time to come with an 
enormous debt, that will not even be the 
end of our trouble; for it will be an ever 
increasing source of expense to the Domin- 
ion. It is well known that a large quantity 
of the land through which this road 
is intended to run is not worth 20 
cents an acre. It is, therefore, folly 
to say that we are likely to make lands of 
such a character available for the construc- 
tion of the work. But I feel that I ought 
not to weary the House any further with 
my reasons for voting against resolutions 
committing the country to such a danger- 
ous policy. I shall therefore content my- 
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self with saying that desirous asI am of 


supporting the measures of the Govern- 
ment in connection with Confederation and 
making the Uniona success, yet I cannot 
give my assent to these resolutions, but 
am bound to vote for the amendment, as 
decidedly most advantageous to the public 
interests. (Hear.) 

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE—My hon. 
friend who has just sat down, is, doubtless 
a high authority with respect to the pay 
ing qualities of railways on this Continent— 
if I were interested in railway matters, to 
no One would I more readily apply for in- 
formation. He seems, however, to look 
at this question from a very narrow point 
of view. He only considers the amount 
of dividend returned to the stockholders, 
and does not take into the account the 
advantages which these works confer on a 
country. We now know that there are a 
number of railways which have been really 
constructed by the Dominion, and do not 
pay—for instance the roads in Nova Scotia ; 
but, nevertheless, they are developing our 
resources and promoting the material 
prosperity of the country to a very great 
extent. The Grand Trunk Railway may 
have been a very expensive work to con- 
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struct, but 1 would like to see any man in 
the western part of the Dominion who 
would willingly see the road stop its 
operations to-morrow. I do not intend to 
enter into any elaborate argument, with 
respect to the political or financial aspect 
of this question ; for gentlemen generally 
agree that British Columbia ought to be 
admitted into the Union, and that it is 
entitled to a certain share of the repre- 
sentation in this Parliament, and very lit- 
tle exception is taken to ‘an arrangement 
which gives the people of the Colony suf- 
ficient money to meet their local require. 
ments. I confess, however, that I looked 
with some distrust at first on the clause in 
reference to the railway---it seemed to me 
that it might impose a heavy burthen on 
the country. But when I heard the ex- 
planations of the Hon. Postmaster General, 
as to the manner in which this road is to 
be built---when my hon frierd near me, 
(Mr. Macpherson,) showed there was a 
cheap mode of effecting the necessary 
communication with the Pacific shore, my 
apprehensions vanished. It is urged, on 
the other hand, that the Government are 
pledged to build this line themselves; but 
1 am of opinion that, under these resolu- 
tions, we only bind ourselves to obtain 
the construction of the road by a grant of 
public land and a small money subsidy to 
some private company; and all this I am 
sure can be done withont burthening our 
resources heavily. British Columbia her- 
self will soon form a wart of the Union, 
and be equally interested with ourselves 
in pro'r oting the prosperity of the Domin- 
ion, and keeping the expenses within 
moderate limits; and it is therefore idle 
to say that she is trying to lead this coun- 
try into a reckless expenditure. No one 
can doubt, that since the establishment of 
Union a great stimulus has been given to 
the development of our resources~-that 
commerce has increased—that there is 
abundant money to carry on the ordinary 
transactions of trade. I feel naturally 
some interest in this matter, fur I have 
been among those who took a part in the 
initiation of the scheme of Union. As re- 
spects Nova Scotia, | have no hesitation in 
saying that she exhibits an amount of 
prosperity she never exhibited before, and 
is ina better condition to develope her 
resources than at any previous time in her 
history. I believe that the proposed plan 
of Union with British Columbia will still 
further strengthen the Confederation. Un- 
der these circumstances, 1am prepared to 
give my support to the resolutions intro- 
duced by the Government. 

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE—In comnion with 
other gentlemen, I have supported Con- 
federation from the beginning—while, a 
member of the Legislative Council of Canada 
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1 supported that scheme, and I just as, Governor.......... belived $ 3,000 
firmly believe, as any friend of the present | Secretary of State........ 2,000 
plan, that it is necessary to the success of ; Treasurer.............-.- fees 
the Union,. that British Columbia should | Auditor...............--. 500 


be admitted into the Confederation. But | 
although still a friend of Confederation, 


and the admission of British Columbia as 


a member of the Union, I do not conceive 
that I pledged myself to support any 
scheme which might be introduced by this 
or any other administration. I cannot 
support this scheme because I believe the 
terms embodied in these resolutions will 
de found to be very onerous to the people 
of this Dominion—it is a scheme which in 
itself cannot be productive of the advan- 
tage claimed for it to the people of British 
Columbia, and it must certainly be most 
injurious to the inhabitants of this bomin- 
ion. The Postmaster General m introduc 
ing this measure, did it ina very pleasing 
and able manner. I think he made the 
most of a bad case in placing the matter 
as he did before the Senate. His speech 
is able, from his own point of view. He 
divided the subject into three propositions 
First, Representation; secondly, the 
Financial arrangements; and thirdly, the 
Railway. He told us that ‘‘were we to 
deal with British Columbia, or had we dealt 
with Manitoba on the principle of repre- 
sentation by population, they would be 
left without representation at all.’’ I be- 
lieve that the Government have dealt with 
this territorial question, not as they ought 
to have dealt with it. Manitoba, with her 
present population, ought not, in my 
Opinion, to have been admitted to repre- 
sentation in Parliament, and if that were 
the proper rule in the case of that Pro. 
vince, it ought to be applied to British 
Columbia. Perhaps the best plan to pur- 
sue would be that adopted by the United 
States with reference to the Territories. 
There, no territory can be admitted asa 


State, ‘unles it has a population something | 
like 100,000, and until that number is | 


realized, avery cheap form of territorial 
government isestablished. Hach territory 
has the right to send one delegate to Con- 
gress—he may take part in debate 
but cannot vote. The territories of Wash- 
ington, Idaho, Montana, and Dacotah are 
the nearest parallel, adjoining as they do 
our yi a eee frontier, they have a 
population of 73,674, according to the 
Census of 1870, tee they have no vote in 
Congress. In this connection, the follow- 
ing ‘Statement of the expenses of their 
territorial organizations will be interest- 
ing: —— 


Washington. 


Population—-Census 1870. 23,901 


—- 


pen Miles 7. oT er od 
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69,944 
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Supt. Instruction. ....... $ 3per day | amount for collection of Castoms is put 
Attorney-General Sahel gia oe 250 and fees | down at $15,000; Mail,Steam and Telegraph, 
Chief Justice and two asso- 63,800 ; Lighthouses, $9,500 ; Militia and 

CWetPB. each. ¢). y 2,500 Geological Surveys, $25,000 ; Hospitals, 


$10,000. Then, we must add $25,000 for 
the graving dock ; $100,000 for the pay- 
ment of land. The total amount, therefor, 
will be $461,300 against $373,500, or S97,» 
800 annual cost above revenue. If we 
look into the local resources and expendi- 
tures, we find that the local revenue left 
by the Dominion amounts to $151,000 ; 80 
cents per head, $48,000; subsidy, $35,000 ; 
interest on debt, $25,000. This makes a 
total amount of $259,000 against an esti- 
mated expenditure of $212,000, leaving a 
balance over expenditure of$47,000 in favor 
of British Columbia. This, added to the 
997,80) before mentioned, gives the colony 
$144,800,and represents the annual cost to 
the Dominion, over-revenue, including the 
payment for land. The whole arrange- 
ment ismost unfair to other sections of the 
Dominion, and the amount derived from 
the 80 cents and subsidy, nearly ten times 
the allowance to Ontario, according to 
population. Contrast the expenditure of 
$212,000 in British Columbia with the $56, - 
000 or $60,000 expended in the adjoining 
territories of Washington, Idaho, Montana 
and Dakota, and you will see how extra- 
vagant is the present propositions. My 
hon. friend the Postmaster General, speak- 
ing of the land grant, said that it was 
expected that the Province of Ontario 
would give some 9,000,000 of acres. With- 
out discussing the quality of the land, I 
would ask what guarantee have we that 
the Government and Legislature of the 
Province of Ontario will give that grant. 
If we are to judge of the opinions of the 
Government by what we have seen in ano- 
ther place, we shall find the Treasurer of 
that Province voting against the scheme, 
from first to last. We find the Minister of 
Agriculture, it is true, voting the other 
way, but still, we have no reason to sup- 
pose—especially when we consider the 
present state of public opinion in the Pro. 
vince, as shown by the recent elections, 


These territories have only one dele- 
gate, each, in the House of Representa. 
tives, and are not represented in the Se- 
nate atall. Now in the case of British 
Columbia we propose to give her six mem. 
bers in the House of Commons, and _ three 
in the Senate, although her total popula 
tion is only 15,000 at the highest estimate 
I must say such an arrangement is alto- 
gether unjustifiable. It is not certain 
that even until the completion of the rail- 
road, this representation will not be alto- 
gether disproportionate to the population. 
The exact state of the population, numeri- 
cally, is not known, but includes a large 
number of Indians who are perfectly 
worthless. Mr. Arthur Harvey, in a pam- 
phlet giving some statistics of the colony, 
says that the Indian population are really of 
no account in the labour market. We have 
the white population stated at 15,000, and 
they are represented to be of ‘‘extraya- 


is the character given them by Governor 
Musgrave himself; and yet they are to 
have this large representation in Parlia- 
nent. 


The Postmaster General said that the 
financial arrangements were published 
three months ago, and yet no opposition 
has been offered to them in the press. 
Now, this statement is not correct, for 1 
have looked over the newspapers from On. 
tario since this question came before Par- 
liament, and with very few exceptions 
they censure the arrangements. Even 
the Toronto Telegraph has opposed certain 
portions of the terms and regretted that 
they are of sucha nature. The Postmas- 
ter General said that the revenue of Brit- 
ish Columbia from customs, excise and 
postage, and steamers made a total of 
363,500. Then he gave the other side of 
the account: Interest on debt, $100,- 
000; Subsidy to Government, $35,000; 
80c. on 60,000 population, $48,000; Pen- | that the grant will be given. With all due 
sions, judiciary, &c., $30,000. I would like | qorarence to the Postmaster General, I do 
to know what proportion of this amount is | 15+ see that we are not bound to under- 
for pensions. take the construction of the railway—he 

Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL—It is dilficult to | says we are only bound to secure its con- 
make an estimate of the pensions at pre- | struetion. What is the meaning of that 
sent—all, or nearly all of them, may take | phrase? Suppose that you cannot, by 
service under the Dominion and render | means of your land grant and subsidy 
pensions unnecessary. induce a company to undertake it, what 

Hon, Mr, CHRISTIH—We may then esti- | will you do? You have bound yourselves 
mate the amount between four and six | to secure the building of the road. You 
thousand dgllars. This item is not large, | musteither as a Government make it or 
but it strikes me as very objectionable in | pay for its construction. I think we may 

rinciple. Iam notaware of any pensions | as well leave the land grant out of the 

Poting been granted in the initiation of | calculation altogether. Starting from a 

Confederation. But to continue— the | point near Ottawa to the upper end of 
i 
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Lake Superior, we find the country is not 
fit for agricultural purposes. Not until we 

get into the Red River country—where it 
is said there are some 60,000,000 acres of 
fertile land—is the land at all suitable for 
cultivation. Westof this to the Pacific 
the country is almost worthless for agricul- 
tural purposes, there is a good 
deal of mineral wealth, some  valua- 

-able fisheries, but no farming lands. 
In conversation to-day with my friend, 
the Hon. Malcolm Cameron, I was inform- 
ed by that gentleman that his own observa- 
tion and all the information he couid 
gather during a visit to that country in 
1862, had led him to come to the conclu- 
sion that only very small portions of British 
Columbia could be made available for 
agricultural purposes. In the small inter- 
sticial valleys, there was fertile lands, 
but the quantity was very inconsiderable, 
and even those valleys were lable to inun- 
dation by the June torrents. The uplands 
‘ere poor and rocky. The prairie portions 
were covered by a grass well known to 
Western men as ‘‘bunch grass,’ unfit for 
wasture and indicating a poor, sterile soil. 
Mr. Cameron saw only two good farms in 
the whole country ; they were on Vancou- 
vers Island, and had been made good by 
large expenditure of money. On his re- 
furn to Canada Mr. Cameron gave a fair 
statement of the country and its resources 
for which he was assailed in strong terms 
in a letter signed by some forty persons 

from Canada, who had emigrated to Brit- 
ish Columbia . They declued that Mr. 

‘Cameron’s statements were calculated to 
mislead Canadians, and were altogether 
too favourable to the country, which was 
unfit for agricultural purposes. The letter 
in question will be found in the Toronto 
Globe of the 18th February, 1863. It is 
signed by persons from various parts of 
Canada and many of them are well known 
to some of my hon. colleagues, as persons 
of respectability and industrious habits, 
who went there as pioneers of civilization. 
{tis evident then that money and money 

alone must build this railway. My hon. 
friend the Postmaster General said that 

Canadian railways cost $160,000,000, but 
these railways pass through the most 
populous and wealthy districts of Canada. 
in the case of the Canadian Pacific, it 
would pass through a wilderness, where it 
would cost a great deal to transport sup- 
plies and materials to the scene of opera- 
tions. Then, after you have constructed the 
road, where will the traflic come from. 
The income of the Grand Trunk, the Great 
Western and the Northern Railways is 
‘estimated at a quarter of a million of 
tollars a week. The Grand Trunk gives 
no dividend, and the Great Western only 
2}p.c. at the most. Howean you expect 
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in a country without people or traffic, 
even such results from railway opera- 
tions. Reference his been made to the 
resolution introduced into the other 
branch by Hon. Sir Geo. E. Cartier ; but 
in my opinion, it amounts virtually to 
nothing. Ifthe Government are sincere 
in bringing it forward, why do they not em- 
body it in their resolutions. When Ilasked 
the Postmaster General why he did not do 
so, he replied that he could not amend a 
treaty ; it could only be changed by being 
sent back to British Columbia. If this is 
a treaty, a mutual compact, how can you 
undertake to place a construction other 
than that justified by the terms of the 
treaty. You admit that that part of the 
treaty is dubious. What right has one 
party to the treaty to interpret it, and 
govern himself accordingly ? If the Gov- 
ernment is sincere, why have they not 
introduced the resolution into the Senate. 
So far it has not been placed before the 
House chear, hear), I feel that I have tres- 
passed on the time of the Senate, but I can. 
not vote for these resolutions, friendly 
though I am to Confederation, and sincere- 
ly desirous of seeing it a success. I believe 
that it is for the welfare of the people of 
this Dominion and of free government that 
we should build up a large power on the 
northern part of this continent. Still, I 
cannot, in justice to the interests of the 
people of the Dominion, especially of the 
industrious inhabitants of Ontario, vote for 
a proposition like that introduced by the 
(iovernment, a proposition, as | believe, 
fraught with so much mischief. 

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN—Inasmuch as this 
question is of very considerable import- 
ance to the people of the Dominion of 
Canada, and it may be to the Empire, | 
cannot give asilent vote. The hon. mem- 
ber who addressed you previeus to the 
former speaker (Hon. Mr. McFarlane) 
whilst ignoring the financial features of 
this scheme, defended it on the ground 
that it was a part of the Confederation 
scheme. Now, I have been from the be- 
ginning an advocate of the Union in the 
Province to which I belong, but 1 do not 
think it is my duty to carry the idea of 
Confederation to the extent which the hon. 
gentleman seems disposed tocarry it. lam 
prepared to confess that the ultimate union 
by railway of the Atlantic with the Pacific 
has been to my mind a grandidea, but the 
mode of accomplishing this union 1s 
another question which this Parliament - 
should consider carefully. I do not think 
that we should overleap the bounds of pru- 
dence so as to pass a measure which may 
be fatal to the success of Confederation it- 
self. My hon. friend has stated that it is 
not to be aGovernment railway, but that 
it will be built by a company with large 
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land grants, supplemented by a money 
subsidy. My hon. friend would not tell us 
where the company is to be found, the 
amount of land or the amount of money, 
or the particular terms on which this sub- 
sidy would be allowed. He also forgot to 
allude to another very important point, 
Who are to use the road when it 1s built ? 
Not for centuries to come can the country 
through which it is to pass be settled for 
more than one halfits distance. We cannot 
fairly instance the progress in the United 
States. During the last twenty-five years 
the average number of immigrants 
landing in New York has been about 
_200,000 a year. Chat immigration alone has 
given a great stimulus to the construction of 
American railways—it made laborers plen- 
tiful and afforded the population necessary 
to take up lands along the route to orga- 
nize States and build up towns and cities, 
We have not, however, reached that status 
in the Dominion by which emigrants from 
the old country are attracted to us in pre- 
ference to the American Union. If instead 
of introducing a measure like this, likely 
to impose such heavy burthens on the 
country, we had organized some simple 
machinery for the improvement of the 
internal communications of British Ameri- 
ca as promised, so soon as finances would 
admit, and giving the facilities for trade 
by means of steam intercourse, then I 
would gladly support. the Government. 
All this could have been done with very 
little expense, and then, we could have 


directed our attention to other matters of 


public moment. As respects the question 
of representation, I may say that when I 
agreed to the British North America Act, 
I thought we had some sort of a constitu- 
tion--that we had something to which we 
could always refer, and which would not 
be departed from for the most trivial con- 
siderations ; but now I find that the Pro. 
vinces of Manitoba and British Columbia, 
with an aggregate population of only 25,- 
000, are given ten representatives in the 
House of Commons, whereas New Bruns- 
wick, with a population of 300,000, has 
only 15 members. Such a departure from 
the principles of the constitution, certain- 
ly does not seem to me just to the other 
Provinces. But it has been said unless we 
secure British Columbia now, she might be 


absorbed by the United States. We heard | 
the same assertion during the agitation for | 


the Confederation of Manitoba. _I know 
very little about British Columbia, but I 
cannot believe there is any just cause tor 


_ - this aspersion of the loyalty of any portion 


ot her people. 1 believe so long as the 


a high tariff and the immense war debt exist 


in the United States, the cry for annexa- 
tion will not find more followers in Brit- 
ish Columbia than in other parts of the 
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Dominion. I believe, if this scheme be 
carried out, as we fear it will be, and as it 
clearly ought to be without any prevarica- 
tion, if made a part of the treaty, it will 
impose such an enormous burthen upon 
the Dominion, that ten years hence our 
position will not be so favorable as it is . 
new, and we will not be able to offer as 
many inducements as at present for main. 
taining British connection hitherto so 
highly prized ; as the loyalty of the people 
will not beso strong when it becomes 
unprofitable..:In conclusion, I will say 
that Iam sorry.that the gentlemen who 
represent New Brunswick in the Govern. 
ment, have so far forgotten their obliga. 
tions to their Province, and to those to 
whom they are wholly indebted for their 
high position, as to have imposed upon it 
in common with other sections of the 
Dominion responsibilities which will be 
very hard to bear and which tend further 
to break up that constitution which 
received a sufficiently serious blow when 
additional concessions were made to Nova - 
Scotia—a Province which has already 
received large sums, beyond the original 
agreement, and yet their grievances conti- 
nue to be reiterated. Having been unable 
to occupy my seat, I have not had the plea. 
sure of listening to the speeches of other 
hon, gentlemen on this great subject, but 
I have no hesitation in voting against the 
resolutions of the Government. Itis very 
largely a subject of Imperial interest, 
and one which the people of this Dominion 
have not had time to maturely consider. 
Hon. Mr, BOTSFORD—I was very tra. 
luctant to say anything on the present 
question, as it has been already so fully. 
discussed, but I have been called to my | 
feet by the observations made by the hon, ‘' 
gentleman who has just spoken, and who 
has generally very clear views on public 
matters. Idiffer entirely from the hon. 
gentleman who comes from the same Pro- 
vince that I do. Certainly this is a very 
important question, one on which every one 
interested in the welfare of his country 
ought to express his opinions. Now [ob- 


“ae 


ject to the amendment because it is at 


variance with the,opinions expressed even 
by those who opposed the resolution, that 
we should unite with British Columbia. 
It means an indefinite postponement of 
the question, although all of them desire 
to see the union accomplished and the 
great West opened up. It is admitted 
that this is a question which the Senate 
can deal with—which it can accept or re-- 
reject. More than that, we have the 
power in the rejection of it to pass a reso- 
lution by which we may express what 
modification of the terms we can give’ to 


| British Columbia, and in that way facilitate 


the adjustment of this question. Holding 
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the opinions he does, the hon. member 
for Grandville should have been prepared 
to pursue this mode of procedure. It has 
been objected that British Columbia has 
had a better opportunity of expressing her 
views on the subject than the Parliament 
of Canada. Be that as it may, we have 
now an opportunity of making our opinions 
known. NowlIam unwilling to postpone 
the question indefinitely. Desirous as I 
am of carrying out the great scheme of 
Confederation, I am prepared to say 
that although there may be some 
modification of the terms of the resolutions 
desirable; yet, upon ths whole, I must 
support them as they are. Much stress 
has been laid on the amount of the sub- 
sidy and the financial terms givento Brit- 
ish Columbia, as wellas on the amount of 
representation. If the arrangement re- 
specting representation were intended to 
be permanent, it would perpetuate a 
principle antagonistic to the Act of Union, 
and I would see something in the objec- 
tions of hon. gentlemen; but it is evident 
that before the next census is taken this 
irregularity will be remedied. There is 
nothing in the resolutions before the 
Senate which will prevent the inequality 
being rectified whenever a readjustment of 
the representation is made. It is also 
quite obvious that if the resources of 
British Columbia are as great as they are 
represented to be, an immense tide of 
population must soon flow into the coun- 
try in connection with the railway and the 
revenues of the Dominion thereby very 
largely increased. As to the parallel 
drawn by the hon. member on the other 
side (Hon. Mr, Christie) between the 
eolony and the territories of the United 
States, I do not think it is correct. These 
territories belong to the United States, 
and they can establish what sort of Gov- 
ernment they choose, but British Columbia 
hasa political existence apart from the 
Dominion, and we cannot exercise any 
control over it with respect to its govern- 
ment. No one denies that British Colum- 
bia possesses many valuable resources, that 
it has the finest coal mines on the Pacific 
coast—in itself a great element of 
wealth—that it has fisheries which must 
be a very lucrative source of commerce, 
that it has gold, to an extent of which 
even yet we cannot form an accurate 
idea; besides many other minerals. 
What then is the great stumbling block? 
We are toldit is the construction of the 
Pacific Railway, and much stress has heen 
laid on the paying qualities of the roads 
which are in operation in this country and 
the United States. However, when we 
consider the advantages conferred by 
railways which have not paid, I must say I 
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think that argument is not sufficient to 
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prevent the construction of a road which 
will cement the Union together. What 
would Canada do without the Grand Trunk 
Railway which carries its products to the 
sea? But there is a very important point 


; with respect to this railway which some 


have averted to, and that is, which is the 
most favourable route for a line between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific. That recalls 
to my mind a circumstance which occurred 
some years ago when I was paying a visit 
to Washington in connection with the Re- 
ciprocity Treaty. There I became ac- 
quainted with many distinguished Ameri- 
cans, and among them was a gentleman of 
very high position who had travelled over 
the greater part of the North West, and he 
told me that if ever a convention was 
made for a treaty to settle the difficulties 
between England and the United States, 
it would be important for the interests of 
both countries that there should be an 
article in the treaty providing for the con- 
struction of an International Railway be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Pacific, and 
Great Britain, he added, has the territory 
through which that railway should run 
(hear, hear), If the height of land will be 
2,000 feet less than that found in theUnited 
States, itis evident that the cost of our 


line “must ‘be: ‘léss ~ than tha: , 01 
the American lines. Again, it is objected 
that British Columbia has the best 


of this arrangement. Now, the only por- 
tion of this railway which will be a direct 
advantage to British Columbia, is that from 
the pass in the Rocky Mountains to Van- 
couver Island, and I appeal to gentlemen 
if the colony would not be entitled to the 
construction of a road onthe same terms 
as the Intercolonial for which a guarantee 
has been given. When we came into the 
Union, it was with a certain proportion of 
debt, but this loan for the completion of 
the Intercolonial railway did not form a 
portion of it. British Columbia will now 
come in and pay her proportion of the 
loan, and who is benefited—-the Lower 
Provinces ; and, therefore, I say that this 
stipulation with respect to the railway, is 
not too favorable to the colony. I believe 
we are destined to be a great and power- 
ful and happy people, and, therefore, I am 
ready to run some risk, but I believe the 
construction of the railway will actually 
promote the development of our resources 
and increase our wealth. As respects the 
construction of the road, I must say here 
that I trust the narrow gauge will be adopt- 
ed, and in that event, the road will be 
built much more economically. What 
will be the population ten years hence--if 
we are as prosperous as I hope we will be ? 
Not less than 7,000,000, and the revenue 
under the present tariff will not be less 
than $25,000,000. Our present public debt 
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has not been incurred in devastating wars, 
but has arisen from expenditures for use. 
Some of these works do 
not pay much, but still they are invaluable 
to the country, Do we not see the men 


British 


Of the Western States saying that they 


must have the use of the St. Lawrence as 
the natural outlet for their enormous traf. 
fic? Will not these public works become 
more remunerative according as we im. 
prove them and make them equal to the 
requirements of trade. One reason why I 
have little faith in the apprehensions which 
have been expressed by some Senators in 
this House is this: I heard the same pre- 
dictions when the Union of the Provinces 
took place. I heard men of educationand 
intelligence, say most positively that the 
country would be depopulated—that ruin 
and bankruptcy would ensue; and now 
with the experience of the past three years, 
we see the fallacy of these forebodings. I 
have been an advocate of the Union of 
the Provinces, ever since the time of Lord 
Durham. I believe this Union must give 
us more influence in the Councils of other 
countries. We have an independent, 
enlightened and vigorous people to deve- 
lop our resources, we have institutions of 
the most liberal character, and a country 
rich in all the elements of wealth, and with 
all these advantages, it will be our own 
fault if we fail in attaining a great future. 
Therefore, I am not afraid to spend one 
hundred millions of money, if it were 
hecessary, to open up the great North 
West in which I have the most unbounded 
confidence. The Government, who failed 
to grapple with this question, would have 
fallen before public opinion, and other 
men would have taken their places and 
adopted the same vigorous policy for car- 
rying out this great scheme. It has been 
said that England wishes to get rid of her 
colonies. 
will certainly benefit her and give her a 
greater interest than ever in_ this 
country. More than that, I believe she 
will express her willingness to aid in the 
construction of this great work; but if 
the British Government are not ready to 
give us money or a guarantee, is 1b not 
probable or possible that they will adopt 
a policy which will increase our wealth and 
at the same time relieve the people of 
England of a burthen which is now weigh- 
ing heavily upon them. lkvery one is 
aware of the immense amount required to 
support the poor of England. Thousands 
are able and willing to work, but they find 
it impossible to get employment in ‘conse. 
quence of the surplus of labour. Would 
it not then be a wise measure for the 
Parliament of England to assist a_ large 
bulk of these people in finding their way 
to the North West. With these remarks, 
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I do not believe it, but this road | 
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and apologizing for having trespassed so 
long on the patience of the House, I must 
conclude by expressing my opinion that 
the resolutions are deserving of the sup- 
port of all the friends of Union. 


Hon. Mr. BENSON—I have been always 
in favour of Confederation, and have en- 
deavoured to forward it to the best of my 
ability. Since I have been a member of 
the Legislature I have given every vote to 
promote the Union,and I see no reason now 
why I should refuse to support this mea- 
sure, for I do not view it as some 
gentlemen do, as beyond our resources, 
as likely to impose a burden of $100,000, - 
000 on the country. I believe that the 
measure will be carried out faithfully, in 
accordance with the promise of the Goy- 
ernment, and therefore I cannot support 
the amendment. I cannot believe that 
any Government, now or hereafter, would 
introduce a measure which would embar- 
rass this country to the extent some 
gentlemen predict. I believe this mea- 
sure will be for the advantage of the 
whole Dominion. Everybody has admitted 
that British Columbia should come into, 
the Union—that was one of the conditions 
of the original Confederation scheme, and 
giving her communication with the rest in 
the Dominion. I consider it is the duty 
of the Government to construct the rail- 
way aS soon as we can do so within our 
resources. I think that the road will be 
commenced within two years and complet- 
ed at the time contemplated, and by means 
of the land grant and the money subsidy. 
Under these circumstances it giyes me 
much pleasure to vote for the resolutions 
introduced by the Government. I believe 
they will have the effect of strengthening 
the Dominion and giving an additional 
stimulus ‘to its great resources (hear). 


Hon. Mr. ODELL—Knowing the san- 
guine temperament of my hon. friend op- 
posite (Hon. Mr. Botsford), I am not sur- 
prised to hear the opinions he has expresed. 
In justice to him I must acknowledge that 
he has always enunciated these views, but 
I scarcely expected him to go as far as he 
has done to-day. He tells us that even 
$100,000,000 or more, would not deter him 
from ‘voting for this measure, He tells us 
also that it is the duty of the Government 
to deal with this question. I quite agree 
with him, but I think it was also the duty 
of the Government to deal with it in such 
awayas to be acceptable to the country 
and not to cripple our resources. He 
undertakes to inform us what the Govern- 
ment propose to do, and what sort of rail- 
way they will build, but he forgot to tell 
us what the Government are going to do 
hereafter when this heavy burden is im- 
posed on the country. Now, I have been 
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absent from the country for the past six | 
months, and have not had an opportunity 
of enquiring into the state of public opin- 
ion, but all 1 can gather respecting the 
views of the people of New Brunswick. 
leads me to believe there is a very strong 
feeling of opposition to the measure. Al 
though I admit that we are here to legis- 
late for the Dominion at large, and that we 
are not actually representatives of the 
people, at the same time I hold we are 
bound in some measure to consider the 
wishes of the different sections for which 
we have been selected. 
was astounded when this scheme was put 
into my hands on my arrival here, and I 
felt at the outset that this government in 
their hot haste to form the connection 
had been over-reached by the delegates 
and legislature of British Columbia. I 
am not surprised that British Columbia 
should insist on obtaining the 
best terms sbe could acquire, and I 
believe she was influenced, to a large ex- 
tent, by the previous legislation of this 
Dominion, in respect to other provinces. 
I have no doubt, that the terms which 
were offered to Prince Edward Island and 
Newfoundland, and the additional conces- 
sions made in the case of Nova Scotia, 
have led the people of British Columbia to 
suppose that they could exact any terms 
they wished from the Government of the 
Dominion. 1 object also to the mode in 
which this matter has been submitted—I 
am strongly of opinion that in the case of 
an important measure like this, we should 
be consulted with respect to the details. 
I have listened attentively to see why it is 
we cannot exercise what is our right and 
privilege, and am told that this is a treaty 
which we must accept or reject as a whole; 
and yet we find that the little colony of 
British Columbia has had the right to ex- 
press its opinion upon the details through 
the Legislature and through the people. 
I heve heard no objections to the admis- 
sion of British Columbia upon any fair 
terms, and no objections to a reasonable 
subsidy for a railway, and therefore there 
is no excuse for the course pursued, which 
is humiliating to this Honse. I find that 
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every one who has referred to this ques- 
tion has spoken of it as part of the Confed. 
eration, and it would seem that our pre- 
sent votes are to be guided by our past | 
action with regard to that scheme. Now, 
as respects myself, let me say at once, 
that when the people of New Brunswick 
changed their minds upon the question 
and decided in its favour, I with 
drew my opposition to it, as I proved bythe 
fact of my acceptance of a seat in this 
House. On no occasion have I endeavored 
to throw any obstacles in the way of the 
completion of the work. I am glad when 
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the scheme works well, but at the same 
time I am quite aware that there are some 
differences of opinion with respect to its 
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operation. 1 hope that such  feel- 
ings will soon disappear, if even- 
handed justice is meted out. But 


if we undertake all these extravagant 
expenditures we may depend upon it that 
there will be a reaction against Confedera- 
tion. J have heard a great many glowing 
descriptions and fancy sketches with re- 
spect to this Union and railway scheme— 
Great Empire—Interoceanic road—Kastern 
trade—a picture all sunshine, verdure and 
beauty. But let us reverse the picture 
and paint the same landscape when the 
storm clouds sweep across the heavens, and 
the hurricane devastates the land, leshing 
the sea into fury until it rises in its majesty 
and engulphs everything on its surface—I 
do not desire to paint such a picture. I 
believe the truth lies somewhere between 
the two extremes. With prudence and 
economy we may go on prosperously, and 
probably be able to meet all our present 
abilities in the course of time; but it may 
be different if we burthen ourselves in the 
way proposed for the sake of admitting an 
insignificant and distant colony into the 
Confederation. If the golden accounts 
that have been given of British Columbia 
be true—if it has all the rich resources and 
the magnificent climate so often referred 
to since this debate commenced— how is it 
that it has not attracted immigration, and 
that its capabilities have never yet been 
developed? Why have not lumbering 
operations been profitably carried cn there, 
as here and in New Brunswick, without 
subsidies, and long before the introduction 
of railways? Why have not these valuable 
Fisheries we hear of been long ago prose- 
cuted as in Nova Scotia? We are told, on 
the other hand, that we must give these 
large subsidies to British Columbia to 
meet her necessities or she will annex her- 
self to the United States. This she dare 
not do without the consent of the Mother 
Country, and I will not do her people the 
injustice to believe they desire it. But if 
the country is as rich as it is represented to 
be it ought to be better able to maintain 
itself. I might follow the example of 
others and present calculations with respect 


‘to the building of a railway—seldom, in 


deed, in this House has such an array 0 
figures been presented—but after all what 
are they based upon? There is no man 
within these walls or outside that can 
undertake to say what the cost of this 
railway will be until we have an accurate 
and scientific survey. I do not believe any 
persons can be found capable of express- 
ing an accurate opinion of the whole coun- 
try through which it isto pass. Some may 
know portions of it and thatisall. Still 
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here we find the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries actually dividing it into sections, 
and estimating the cost of each. He 
might as well attempt to tell you how 
many fins the fish in the Pacific possess. 
The figures are valueless. No one can tell 
what amount this railway will eventually 
entail upon us, whether one hundred or 
two hundred millicn dollars, and is this a 
sum to be trifled with. 

Thad recently the pleasure of meeting 
a gentleman from British Columbia, and 
the information he gave me with respect 
to the country appeared to me reliable. 
He could not help expressing the astonish- 
ment which the people of the Colony felt at 
the terms which had been agreed to by 
the Government of the Dominion. He 
made this remark afterwards, where is the 
money to come from? [ replied I was 
under the impression that we would find 
it very ditticult to raise funds for the con- 
struction of the road, except at a ruinous 
rate of interest. The state of Europe was 
such that no one would be inclined to in- 
vest, England would have enough todo to 
hold her own, and manage her affairs with- 
out getting involved in snch speculations. 
He told me there was a great deal of valu- 
ablespine timber’ in the country, but it 
would be found very difficult to get it to 
market as they had no snow roads, that the 
’ large trees very often broke in falling and 
that being resinous pine the stumps did not 
rot for ages and that there were no means 
of reducing them-—some were so large 
that they had actually built a billiard room 
on one—so that clearing the land was very 
expensive. They had gold but were ob- 
liged to mine so deeply forit, it was not 
profitable. Copper in abundance—but 
that was abundant everywhere. With all 
the information before meI do not think 
we can derive much revenue from the re- 
soures of British Columbia. If we are to 
pay the expenses of their Government and 
everything connected with it—if we are to 
build this railway, why too are we called 
upon to pay $100,000 for the right of way 
through the country which they ought to 
give freely. The mode of submitting the 
measures—the fictitious Population, the 
disproportionate representations, five 
per cent on the difference of indebtedness 
per head calculated on 60,000 instead of 
10,000 in section 2. and the 100,000 for 
Railway lands are all objections, but minor 
objections, which mightbe got over. Now 
I have come to the Railway, the real 
stumbling block in this matter so called by 
the supporters of the scheme. Even the 
eloquent member from Nova Scotia [ Mr. 
Miller], was brought to astand still fora 
moment, but he succeeded at last in gett- 
ing over it in a very peculiar manner. 
When repeating old Confederation speeches 
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he spoke of the Intercolonial Railway and 
the Halifax Terminus,though once I believe 
an anti, he was very fluent, but when he 
came to the stumbling block he looked first 
on this side, then on that, finally he struck 
his spurs in Pegasus, but Pegasus with the 
aid of his wings could not get over. Then 
recollecting the French Balloons he inhaled 
a little more gas up, up he went off into the 
clouds, over the Rocky Mountains, to the 
shores of the Pacific; but by and by the 
gas escaped, down came the balloon and 
nobody was hurt, (Laughter). 


But there stands the stumbling block. 


The Hon. member from Cumberland 
(Mr. Dickey) was also brought up at this 
same stumbling block, bnt he got over it 
in a very different way. He said he meant 
to be candid, but he was far too candid— 
his views about the scheme were such 
that I could not for the moment conceive 
how it would be possible for him to vote 
forit. But he managed to get over the 
difficulty at last in a sort of logical way 
he said the railway would bring money to 
the terminus—Halifax would be the ter- 
minus ; and therefore he must support it in 
the interest of Nova Scotia. I find, how- 
ever, I cannot get over this stumbling 
block in any way whatever. Jn my opinion 
no language can be stronger than that 
used in the llth section with respect to 
the railway. The Government undertake 
to secure its commencement 1n two years 
and complete itin ten. We have been 
told that there is another resolution some- 
where ; but we know nothing about it. 
and even supposing it were passed it could 
not affect this solemn treaty. This resolution 
may bind the hon. gentleman to vote for it, 
but only so long as they choose. British 
Columbia might say that she does not put 
the same constructionon the treaty and 
refuse to come intothe Union. Under‘all 
the circumstances, therefore, i: is advisable 
to give further consideration to this matter 
and not bind ourselves to build this rail- 
way and incur all these expenditures so 
recklessly. I do not consider tkis a Gov- 
ernment measure, nor do I view it in any 
party light. I believe we are legislating 
with regard to posterity. After the 
general election another Government 
might come in, and in such an event i 
would vote in the same way if a similar 
question were brought up. Ever since I 
have been in this Senate I have been 
struck by the great ability, good sense 
and urbanity, with which the hon. Post 
master-General has always conducted the 
business in the House, and feeling this, I 
have always a great desire to support him ; 
but on the present occasion I cannot do 
so, although he has assured us that it is not 
the intention of the Government to go 
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into any such extravagant expenditures 
but that they intend to be bound by the 
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was no intention to include the Stipendiary 
Magistrates in the list of Judiciary ; and, 


Columbia. 


resolution which has been introduced in | in that case, if they were not employed 


another place. If that hon. gentleman 
had the sole direction of this matter, I 
would accept his assurances, but changes 
may and must in the natural course of 
events occur, and we do not know who 
will be called upon to deal with this ques- 
tion in the course of the next ten yeurs. 
Therefore I cannot now strain at a gnat and 
swallow a Campbell, 


Hon. Mr. OLIVIER said that he had been 
waiting until that late hour to see whether 
an answer would be given by members of 
the Government or other gentlemen who 
supported the resolutions, to the point 
that had been raised by the hon. member 
for the Wellington Division, as to the con. 
stitutionality of the proceedings with re- 
spect to the admission of British Columbia. 
{t had been said that the Queen had no 
power to issue an Order in Council ap. 
pointing three new members to the House. 
No answer, howaver, had yet been given 
by the Government and he was not aware 
of any legal gentleman who had attempt- 
ed to stand up and controvert the position 
assumed by the hon. member. He thought 
the hon. member for Nova Scotia (Mr. 
Dickey) referred to the question but only 
in a very cursory manner, and he conclud- 
ed by saying at last that he left the whole 
responsibility m this matter in the hands 
of the Government. Now, when we con 
sidered the mistake we made last year in 
connection with the Manitoba Bill, we 
shouid act more cautiously and prevent a 
similar mistake. In this connection Mr. 
Oliver went on to refer to the 146, Lays 
22 and following clauses of the British 
North America Act to. prove the accuracy 
of his argument and urged that there was no 
power given to appoint Senators; thatthe 
provision in the 60thclause referred to the 
additional appointment of three or. six 
members, at any time to be taken equally 
from the three sections named in the Act, 
in fact the whole languageand spirit of the 
Act showed the intention to have the 
three divisions of country equally repre- 
sented in the Senate. Now, by the pro- 
posed scheme, he argued, the proposed 
equality was to be disturbed contrary to 
the language of this Act. 

The hon. gentleman then went on to 
refer to some of the details of the resolu- 
tions, and in the course of his remarks 
asked whether the Judges of the Superior 
Courts were to be also Judges of the 
County Courts, 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could not say 
what the judicial system of the colony was 
at present. 


Hon. Mr. OLIVIER supposed that there 
Hon. Mr. Odell. 


under the name of County Judges or Ma- 
gistrates, we must provide pensions for 
them. At the time of Confederation he had 
put a question to the hon. leader of the 
Government with respect to the debt of 
the Canadas, and got for an answer : 


Hon Sir E. P. Tache: All the details 
are not included in the resolutions ; but as 
to the balance of $5,000,000 which will have 
to be divided between Upper and Lower 
Canada, and which constitutes the differ- 
ence between the $62,000,000 of debt 


which will be assumed by the Confedera- . 


tion and the $67,000,000 which Canada 
owes, a division will be made before Par- 
liament is dissolved. 


The amount was now nearly three times 
that stated in the foregoing paragraph ; 
and, therefore, he was very suspicious of 
any explanations given him now by the 
Government. He had no doubt the Post- 
master General was serious when he tried 
to make the House understand that by the 
11th clause of the present resolutions we 
were not binding ourselves to build the 
road; but it was very questionable 
whether that honourable gentleman, now 
that the excitement of debate had passed 
away, would be ready to express the same 
opinion quite so emphatically. It was said 
that by means of a resolution presented 
to the other House we were to explain the 
meaning of the resolutions, but he could 
not understand how one of the contract- 
ing parties could give an interpretation to 
a@ treaty. He supposed a case of three 
gentlemen whom he would call respective- 
ly, John Minister, Frank Canada and Sharp 
Columbia. John was the agent and had 
bound Frank Canada to build a house for 
$20,000 for Sharp Columbia. Frank Ca- 
nada then said to John Minister, “ How 
is it you bound me to build a house for 
$20,000 when I have not the means of pay. 
ing for it?’ Suppose the agent should 
then go to his chief and say, “I made the 
arrangement, not with the intention of 
binding you but we will make a counter 
deed and, and, although you are bound in 
the Treaty itself to do it, stipulate that 
the reverse is the fact.”” None would pre- 
sume that the Agent acted honorably, or 
that the principal had the right to coun- 
tenance his action. Was it come to such 
& point in this country that we were pre— 
pared to forfeit our pledges? He for one 
considered the resolutions bound the coun- 
try by the most solemn pledge and could 
not see how the Government could do 
heb | than follow their literal construe- 

ion. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON (who was only im- 
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business man, who would leave 
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perfectly heard) said that, like other gen- 
tlemen who had preceded him, he was un- 
willing to give a silent vote on a question 
ofsuch magnitude. He could not see how 
the Government could evade the obliga- 
tions which devolved upon them under the 
the resolution. He was positive that the 
road could not be built under the terms 
proposed, and that the Government would 
have to assume an enormous burthen 
—probably $150,000,000—if it Wished to 
keep faith with the people of British 
Columbia. He did not see where the Goy- 
ernment itself could sell the bonds neces. 
sary to construct the undertaking. He 
had himself little belief that the new ter- 
ritory was ever going to add to the wealth 
of the Dominion. He had known persons 
who had laboured industriously to make a 
living in the country, and had failed atthe 
last. The fact that the population was 
now actually less than it was some years 
az0 was a proof of the poverty of the 
country. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER said that he had 
just given a letter of recommendation toa 
gentleman in Montreal, an intelligent 
the next 
day for British Columbia, on account of 
inducements held out by some relatives, 
who had been living for many years in 
the country. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON went on to refer to 
the duties now levied in the colony, even 
onions, and other vegetables were taxed, 
and ridiculed the idea of a union with such 
a wretched colony. He considered the 
whole scheme as most absurd, and express- 
ed his surprise that any Government, 
anxious to promote the welfare of this 
country, should have agreed to accept the 
terms. He did not see there was any 
particular reason for dealing with so im- 
portant a question in such hot haste, and 
was forced under the circumstances to 
vote for the amendment, 


Hon. Mr. FLINT dissented from the 
views expressed by the last speaker, and 
denied that he truly represented the 
state of public sentiment on the question. 
It was absurd for any one to calculate the 
cost which the country would have to as- 
sume in connection with the railway—he 
was quite assured that no Government 
would dare to burthen the Dominion to 
any serious extent. He went on to refer 
to the present prosperous condition of 
Canada, and its ability to meet all such ex- 
penditures as would probably be incurred 
in assisting the construction of a work 
which would pf itself develop our resources 
to an incalcalable degree, by opening up a 
large and valuable country and new sources 
of wealth on all sides. He wassurprised to 
hear the hon. member depreciate the 
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lands, especially as he could have little or 
no practical knowledge of the country 
of which he professed to speak. It was 
quite probable that some persons had 
failed to be successful in British Columbia, 
but that was the case everywhere. Men 
would always be found wanting in those 
qualities of energy and perseverance which 
are essential to success in life, 


Hon. Mr. SKEAD interrupted the hon. 
member to mention thata young man was 
present, who had just come from British 
Columbia and intended to return there 
immediately with others who would be 
willing to accompany him, 

Hon. Mr. FLINT went on to say that 
when Confederation had been carried he 
felt bound to accept the situation 
and endeavour, as far as he possibly 
could, to make it work satisfactorily. 
He had not been satisfied with the 
course which had been taken in bringing 
about Confederation—he did not like the 
coalition of political parties for that purpose 
Nevertheless, the scheme had been worked 
out so far by a coalition Government, and 
untilit is fully completed, he hoped that 
they would remain in office. He was not, 
however, pledged to support all their mea- 
sures, but he felt it his duty on the pre- 
sent occasion to vote in behalf of the reso- 
lutions. He was anxious to make the 
Union asuccess and perpetuate the connec. 
tion with England. He believed that the 
people of Ontario were as loyal as those 
of any other portion of Her Majesty’s 
Dominions. Some persons might be found 
ready to join the American Union, but he 
was certain that if the voices of the im- 
mense majority were heard, they would 
declare for the continuance of British con- 
nection [hear, hear]. 


Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST.— 
I regret exceedingly being obliged to im- 
pose another speech upon the House. 
When I mademy motion in amendment 
the other day I took occasion to speak in 
French, but I think now after the views 
that have been expressed on the subject 
since this debate opened I am entitled to 
some favor from the House, and _ hon. 
gentlemen will permit me to answer some 
of the arguments that have beeh advanced 
why the resolutions proposed by the Goy- 
ernment should pass. When the Post. 
master General introduced the question he 
said that he did not consider there was 
any difference of opinion between those 
who assisted in framing, and those who 
opposed the Confederation of British 
America, as to the advisability of allowing 
British Columbia admission into the Union, 
In reply I must say that any remarks 
which I may make must not be taken as 
unfriendly to {Confederation, but as exhi- 


923 British 
biting a desire to make the measure more 
acceptable and more in consonance with 
the interests of this country. Lam ready to 
admit thatas colonies of Great Britain, 
or with a view to our future national in- 
dependence or even with the possibility 
of our annexation to the Great American 
Republic, the consolidation of all the colo- 
nies of British North America must take 
place and is desirable, provided it is se- 
cured by means adequate to our circum- | 
stances, and that such a consolidation is 
effected with prudenceand due regard to 
our actual liabilities and to our financial 
abilities. Isaid the first time I spoke on 
the question that we are deranging the 
basis on which the representation of the 
country is established. We have had quite 
difficulties enough previous to Confedera- 
tion to warn us now of the danger of con- 
stitutional inovations. We have had great 
difficulties on this very score—we opposed 
the principle as destructive of the Act of 
Union into which we had entered against 
our will with Upper Canada. But the very 
men who opposed representation by popu- 
lation were the first to jump up and say 
that they would assist in passing Confeder- 
ation on that basis. From that moment 
they have admitted that principle—it is a 
part of our Constitution. But what are 
they doing now? They are giving the 
West a larger influence as compared with 
Lower Canada, at direct variance with the 
very Actof Union. Then the Postmaster 
General went on to refer to the second 
part of the question—the money arrange- 
ment. Although I am not prepared to 
admit that the terms are fair to the other 
Provinces, nevertheless we consider them 
less objectionable than the other part of 
the scheme. We have said little com- 
paratively about them, for we might have 
been considered as giving afactious oppo- 
sition to the resolutions. As respects the 
question of the railway it has been said by 
the Government that this scheme is not 
entirely in the nature of a treaty, and that 
we may by certain legislation dispose of 
the absolute clause in the resolutions. 
Now that clause says that the Government 
pledges itself to commence the roal 
within two years’ time and complete it 
within ten years, so asto connect with the 
network of railways in Canada. We have 
been told that this railway will be at least 
2,500 miles in length. We say, before we 
enter into sucha colossal undertaking, we 
wish to see your estimates; but in reply 
we are told, ‘* Youmay make them your- 
selyes.’’ When a scheme of such magnitude 
isplaced before the country the Govern- 
ment are bound to place before this House 
and country some estimate of the cost. 
When we enquire what are the difficulties we 
have to encounter we are told that they are 
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not greater than those the Americans have 
had to meet in connection with railways to 
the Pacific. When we ask the number of 
bridges, or the quantity of iron that will 
be required, we have not a word from the 
Government in reply. In the cise ofan 
individual, when he commences any large 
enterprise, he makes an estimate of the 
expense to see if he has the means of car- 
rying it out; but here we are to take a 
leap in the dark. But we are met by the 
general observation that a large country 
like this which has been progressing so 
rapidly may go into the present enterprise 
without incurring any danger. Noonecan 
say that this doctrine is sound—on_ the 
contrary it is fraught with danger. If you 
build the road according to the estimates 
which have been given of similar works in 
the United States it will cost over $100,- 
000,000. Taking the figures which have 
been given by the members of the Govern- 
ment we find that the sum of $25,000,000 
would represent the bonus to be given by 
the Dominion, and talsing the highest price 
estimated for the land grant we have an. 
other sum of 32 or 385 millions, making 
$57,000,000 altogether, to build a road 
which cost so much more in the United 
States. Under these circumstances I ask 
ought the Government to embark in what 
would be certainly a most hazardous under- 
taking. I have heen told that the road 
will not cost us anything—that it will be 
built by Companies paid in lands. Suppose 
we do not find a Company willing to under- 
take the work. The hon. member from 
Montreal (Mr. Ferrier) said that a Company 
would offer before next session; butif itis 
so easy to procure one now, why not secure 
one beforehand and give the House the 
information which is now wanting. If we 
cannot procure one now are we likely to 
do so when it is clear that the road will not 
cost less than $150,000,000, the most accu- 
rate estimate probably. 

Hon. Mr. FERRIER—I spoke of what I 
hoped to see realized—that we shall have 
three or four companies before next year 
asking to construct this work. 


Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
Notwithstanding my high respect for the 
hon. member I cannot believe that we can 
expect any such result with $32,000,000 of 
land and $25,000,000 of money. 

Hon. Mr. FERRIER—The land on the 
Northern Pacific is now selling at $7 or 38 
an acre. ; 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST - 
1 know that lands in this country have 
never brought such a price. More than 
that, in Ontario. where the lands are of 
superior character a large quantity remain 
unpaid in the hands of the Government. 
It is the same in the Province of Quebec. 


_ wheat or even barley on these prairie 


thing about the country through which 
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And these lands were granted at from 
Is. 6d. to 5s, an acre. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER—The prairie lands 
are far superior to those of which you are 
speaking, 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
Tam ready to admit the value of the prai- 
rie lands, but as faras the country between 
Lake of the Woods and Upper Canada is 
concerned, there may be spots of good 
soil, but the rest is barren, whatever the 
Minister of Marine may say to the contrary. 


_ Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—I gave you the 
best authority on the subject. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
1am not saying all the land is bad, but 
two-thirds, at least, is arid, barren, cut up 
by lakes and rivers. As soon as we have 
crossed the swamps of the Lake of the | 
Woods we come to the prairie lands and 
they extend as far as the south branch of 
the river Saskatchewan. I admit these 
lands are splendid, but I do say that from 
that branch you do not find such lands 
until you come a little north near Fort a 
la Corne. I know it is impossible to grow 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—I have no. 
thing to do with the Government in the 
matter. I know that the great obstacle is 
the country between Lake N ipissing and 
Fort Garry, and 1 wish to avoid any large 
expenditure at present 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SY. JUST— 
The Premier of the Government stated. 
elsewhere that the road was to be built 
from some place near Lake Nippi-sing ag 
far as the Rocky Mountains; but I think 
tbe Postmaster General should be more 
explicit on this subject, ; 


Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL—The Government 
are not pledged to any particular point— 
that isa question not yet determined— 
certainly we do not propose to construct a 
railway inthe United States.—(Laughter.) 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
What I do complain of is the manner in 
which the Government gives information 
to the House. Whenever they are asked 
for information on any particular point 
they are most vague and evasive in 
their replies. I take it for granted 
that for the sake of contradicting the 
liberal:views of the hon. member for Toron- 
to, the Postmaster General is ready to 
allow this matter to stand in this dubious 
state ; but it is nut the same with the hon. 
Receiver General (Mr. Chapais) who told 
us, with grave solemnity, that he would 
never consent to see our communications 
with British Columbia carried on even 
partially over American railways ; that it 
would be contrary to the policy of 
the Government, and moreover, 
a link of railway from Fort Garry to Pem- 
bina to combine with the American Pacific 
Railroad would be a dangerous policy. But 
the most extraordinary statement on his 
part was that if such a communication 
was Opened, the Americans would pour 
into our territory of Maniteba, that 
they would settle on the lands of the 
Province, and later that they would annex 
Manitoba to the Great Republic as they 
did in the case of Texas. Well now, hon. 


lands— they succeed with vegetables—I 
know this to be a fact from relatives of 
mine who are living there. Or take the 
reports we have of this country—that of 
Hind, for instance,—he gives no good ae. 
count of the greater portion of this coun- 
try. Under these circumstances I think 
we should pause. before incurring an ex- 
penditure of $150,000,000 and learn some- 


the road is to pass. Why are we imposing 
such a burden at this moment? We are 
told that it is necessary that we should 
unite with British Columbia, and this I 
admit; butis a railway necessary to keep 
up the connection? We have been con- 
nected for along time with Great Britain 
without any such bond of union. My hon. 
friend near me (Hon. Mr. Macpherson) 
said that if this scheme is to be carried ie 
by the opening of a road from the east he it ; 

tea thought it was within the means of | g¢ntlemen, these contr pee ee Bede? 
the country to accomplish it ; but he added iy Postmaster ae ) He 3 gy tied 
that the most feasible mode was to get | 70US Narrow views Of the Lon. prea: 
into the Manitoba country by forming a este ae ne aero’ Oimane fea 
conjunction with the American roads. ‘hor aheoealey. pei coat’ OF this Paeia 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON-—-I said that | Railway is a matter upon which the Gov- 
the only feasible way with our present | ernment admit they are unable to give us 
means and information was to get the re: | any information; and in the position in 
quisite facilities by using the American | which this Parliament is most unjustifiably 
railways and commencing our own at | placed in being asked to act blindfold, no 
Pembina. other mode of ascertaining the magnitude 

Hon. Mr, SANBORN—Perhaps the Post- | of its cost and of its difficulties is left to 

1 - han to examine certain reports made 
master General would give us some infor- | us, thai n repc / 
mation on this point, and tell us whether | by engineers, or by comparison either with 
the Government adopt the views of the | our Intercolonial or with the American 
hon. member from Toronto ? Pacitic Railroad. Before going briefly into 
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this examination, I think, by enlarging the 
views entertained by the hon. member for 
Toronto. that British Columbia as well as 
Manitoba could comparatively be placed 
in communication with the Dominion at a 
very insignificant outlay; first, by the 
opening of a link between Fort Garry and 
Pembina where the American Pacific 
Railway will have an extension in a very 
short time from this, and, secondly, by 
building a link on the shores of the Pacific 
from British Columbia to the Northern 
Pacific Railway, which the Americans are 
now building ; affording to our two sister 
colonies the advantages of mutual com- 
munication, and of partaking of all the 
advantages of the great railway networks 
of the United States and of Canada. Then, 
hon. gentleman, Manitoba and British 
Columbia, having these facilities, could we 
not, without prejudice to their interest and 
with advantage to this Dominion, await 
the future, when after due examanation, 
we could afford toopen more direct com- 
munications through British territory. 
Taking this mere practical view of the case 
we would not impose upon this dominion, 
a burthen that might be ruinous and 
affect our creditin the money market by 
the execution of works presenting so many 
difficulties in point of execution as well as 
in a financial point of view. Now, I take 
the report of Mr. Fleming on this very 
railway, and I find that 1t cannot be safely 
constructed with our present means; that 
it must be attended with great difficulties 
which we cannot well overcome. I will 
quote a few extracts from this report ; and 
Ii must say at the outset that, if there is a 
document from which the Government 
ought to have obtained information it is 
this: “Measuring on the map along the 
general route of the proposed line from 
the mouth of Fraser’s River to one of the 
best passages yet discovered in the Rocky 
Mountains along the general direction of 
the ‘Fertile Belt,’ keeping South of the 
North Saskatchewan, crossing the Red 
River near the settlement, bridging the 
Winnipeg River at the North end of the 
Lake of the Woods, striking through the 
country to the most northerly bend of the 
shore of Lake Superior, thence in a direct 
line to acrossing on the French River, west 
of Lake Nipissing, and from this point con- 
necting with the existing railway system of 
Canada, either at the town of Barrie, or at 
Peterboro, or at the city of Uttawa. 

‘That a just conception may be formed 
of the real magnitude of the project under 
cliscussion, and the means necessary to its 
attainment, attention may fora moment 
be drawn to a few leading details. 

“The construction of 2,000 miles of 
railway measured by the average standard 
of similar works existing in this Country 
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implies the performance of labourer’s work 
sufficient to give employment to 10,000 
men for five or six years, it involves the 
delivery of 5,000,000 cross ties or sleepers, 
and over 200,000 tons of iron rails for the 
‘permanent way ;’’ it comprises the erec- 
tion of 60,000 poles hung with 1,000 tons 
of wire of the telegraph ; it necessitates 
the creation of motive power equivalent to 
over 50,000 horses, which power would be 
concentrated in 400 locomotives; it in- 
volves the production of from 5,000 to 
6000 cars of all kinds, which coupled with 
the locomotives, would make a single train 
over 30 miles in length; and lastly, it im 
plies a gross expenditure on construction 
and equipment of not less than $100,000,- 
0 


‘Tt will likewise serve asa salutary check 
on hasty conclusions, to weigh before hand 
the cost of operating a truly gigantic es- 
tablishment of the kind after its perfect 
completion: a few figures derived from 
actual results will show that the first con- 
struction of railway through the interior of 
British North America is even a less for- 
midable undertaking, than that of keeping 
it afterwards open in the present condition 
of the Country. For operating the line 
successfully, the fuel alone required in 
each year, and estimated as wood, would 
considerably exceed 200,000 cords; for 
keeping the roads in repair, a regiment of 
2,000 trackmen would constantly be em- 


ployed in small gangs through out 
its entire length; for the same 
purpose, there would, on an average, 


be annually required 600,000 new cross ties, 
as well as nearly 30,000 tons of new or re- 
rolled iron rails—the annual repairs of 
rolling stock would not cost less than one 
million dollars—over 5,0G0 employees of 
all kinds would constantly be under pay, 
and as these men would usually represent 
each a family, there would not be far short 
of 20,000 souls subsisting by the operation 
of the road. The aggregate amount of 
waysin each year after the road was in 
operation would swell out to nearly $2,000, 
000, while the gross expenditure for opera- 
ting and maintaining works would annual- 
ly exceed $8,000,000. 

‘¢ Again, if to this last sum be added 
the interest on first cost, it becomes evi- 
dent that until the gross earnings of the 
railway in each year come up to the enor- 
mous sum of $14,000,000, it could not pay 
interest on the capital invested.” 

It has been stated very incorrectly by 
hon. the Receiver General that the Ameri- 
can Pacific Railroad was built with grants 
oflands only. Well, Imay state, for his 
information, that this is not the case, for, 
according to the facts as stated in the 
American Annual Oyclopedia (1869) he 
will see that the Pacific Railroad was com- 
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many respects the business of the country 


junction of the Central Pacific and the | traversed could not for many years yield 


Union Pacific Railroads; that this rapid 
progress was largely due to the aid ren- 
dered by the General Government, that 
the Union Pacific Railroad was largely pa- 
tronized by a Government 
means of doing so, by larger grants of land 
than these proposed for our railway, and 
by a direct assistance in bonds of that Gov. 
ernment maturing in 30 years bearing six 
per cent interest payable in gold; that 
subsequently the company obtained the 
right to issue its first mortgage to an 
amount equal to the bonds of the Govern- 
ment, which were made a second lien on 
the road, making an aggregate of $08,685, - 
000 to start with—and moreover that a 
short time ago the contractors were dis. 
pensed of paying the interest on the 
Government Bonds for a period of thirty 
years. 

Andnow that this important route is 
accomplished, we may find there some 
data that might give us an approximativye 
idea of the liabilities we shall incur if 


this scheme is adopted. 


The average cost of building the Pacific 
was at the rate of $68,058 per mile for 914 
miles west from Omaha, and $90,000 per 
mile for 186 miles. Letus take the low- 
est of the two figures per mile for over 
2,700 miles, and the result will be for the 
cost of construction $187,756, 600. 

if we consider the cost of the Interco- 
lonial, which may be safely put at $25,- 
000,000, though under far more favorable 
conditions for its construction, we find that 
the cost per mile cannot be less than $50,- 
000, which is equal to Mr. Fleming’s 
estimate of the Canadian Route, upon 
which he has pronounced the following 
judgment: | 

‘¢ The idea of constructing upwards of 
2,000 miles of railway in the manner which 
has characterized the establishment of si- 
milar undertakings heretofore, through a 
country almost uninhabited except by scat- 
tered bands of wandering Indians,may well 
be viewed as a commercial absurdity. It 
has been shown that the maintaining and 
operating of a railway of this extent, after 
its perfect completion, would cost not less 
than eight millions dollars per annum, and 
that its traffic would have to yield in gross 
receipts fourteen millions of dollars every 
year to enable the work to pay interest on 
the capital invested. 

“Could it be satisfactorily shown that 
these receipts might even be approached, 
the work would undoubtedly be a legiti- 
mate investment for private capital, and 
we might fairly expect to see it under- 
taken by private enterprise; but at pre- 
sent no such inducement can be held out; 
however important the line would be in 


80 


possessing the. 


more than a fractional part of the revenue 
required to keep it open, and the traffic 
from ocean toocean could not be expected 
even by the most sanguine to give constant, 
and profitable employment toa force of 
four hundred locomotives without which 
the road would scarcely pay... .”’ 


It is all very well for the promoters of this 
scheme to come forward and say that you 
need not be afraid if companies will not 
work this railway. The hon. member from 
Montreal (Mr. Ferrier) would be ina quan- 
dary, if, when the road is finished, we were 
to grant him all the plant and rollin g 
stock on the condition that he would keep 
the road in running order. 


Fon. Mr. FERRIER—Ten years hence 
matters will be even better than they are 
new. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE Sf. JUST-- 
We cannot forecast thefuture. I will not 
trouble the House with any more extracts 
from Mr. Fleming’s Report, but I will ask 
hon.: gentlemen to consider calmly and 
seriously whether what I have laid before 
you—the result of the reflection and ex- 
perience of the ‘Chief Government Engi- 
neer—is such as toinduce you to give your 
adhesion to this rash scheme of railway 
construction. There is a man who has 
been employed for years by the govern- 
ment, who has himself constructed rail 
ways, and he tells us that we are going 
into an undertaking of 2000 miles 
which it will cost $14,000,000 to 
maintain. We were told that 
the Grand Trunk Railway had been 
a great benefit to the country; 
but that road has not been built by this 
country but by the earnings of the people 
of England who have assistéd in opening 
up Canada when she had not the means 
herself of doing it, but who have never 
received a dollar in return. The share- 
holders have given some fifteen or sixteen 
millions of dollars to develope our re- 
sources, but they have received no benefit 
or thanks from us. The present road 
would be an enormous burthen on us dur- 
ing its construction, and would be ever 
applying to us for additional assistance to 
keep it running. Why, it would require 
some 400 locomotives alone—enough to 
carry off the whole population of British 
Columbia. The expense of construction 
must be greatly increased compared with 
the Intercolonial Railway, which runs 
through a country where there are high 
roads, water communications—the means 
of carrying materials and provisions along 
the route; but none of these facilities ex- 
ist in the case of the Pacific Railway. The 
total cost of the Intercolonial is put down 
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at $20,000,000, or perhaps $25,000,000 ra- 
ther, and yet is only one-sixth of the dis- 
tance. If you multiply the $25,000,000 by 
six you have $150,000,000 as the probable 
cost of the Pacific. 


will be lowered by the course which the 
Government are pursuing in this matter. 
We bind ourselves to construct a railway 
to the Pacific—the pledge is clea 

and unequivocal; but we are told that 
there is a resolution which, instead of 
adopting the language of the treaty, un- 
dertakes to state the mode in which the 
road shall be built. We are, therefore in 
our legislation placing on record a decis- 
ion which is contrary to the letter of a 
treaty which the Government of Canada 
has entered into with the Government of 
British Columbia. Is that a dignified at- 
titude for this Parliament to take? No, 
we are lowering ourselves in the eyes of 
the world—acting in a manner derogatory 
to our honor. In the case ofSan Domingo 
the American Senate would not accept a 
treaty made by the Washington Govern- 
ment; and the consequence was that a 
Commission has been sent to the Island to 
enquire into its condition and the advis- 
ability of annexation, , Let us act fairly 
and honorably with the’peeple of British 
Columbia, let us tell them we must amend 
these terms, we are willing to admit them 
into the union on equitable conditions but 
not otherwise. I think it is our 
duty as legislators to shew 
by our debates that weare willing to admit 
the colony on terms fair to both parties, 
and refuse to lend ourselves to the pro- 
mulgation of a mere delusion. Iam sure 
that the result of this debate will have 
its influence upon public opinion, what. 
ever may be the fate of these resolutions 

We certainly do not expect to see the 
Government defeated on this question 
—it would indeed be no defeat so far as 
this House is concerned. I[ regret to say 
that some members have adopted the 
view that if these resolutions are not car- 
ried, it would be a vote of want of confi- 
dence; but it is a mistake to suppose any 
such thing. Before this, I have seen the 
measures of the Government defeated in 
the Senate, but still they have continued 
in office. One of the reasons given why 
we can safely deal with this question is the 
satisfactory condition of our finances, I 
am glad this is the case, but is that an ex- 
cuse for now acting recklessly and ex- 
travagantly. Many great public improve- 
ments, promised at the inception of the 
Union, require to be carried out, and the 
longer they are delayed the greater the 
injustice to the Provinces now forming the 
Union. For imstance, here is my hon. 
friend from Nova Scotia who is such an 
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mwegret to say it—that our political status | 
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earnest advocate for the construction of 
the Bay Verte Canal; but can he expect 
to see that important work undertaken by 
the Government, if the country launches 
into the expenditure necessary for the con- 
struction of the Pacific Railway. Then 
there is the improvement of our canal 
system - generally—the deepening of the 
Welland and the St. Lawrence Canals, the 
improvement of the river navigation. All 
these are questions of the deepest moment 
to the commercial interest of the whole 
Dominion, and it would be very unfortu- 
nate were they neglected. Then there is 
another question which is of deep interest 
to us in Lower Canada—the question of the 
Arbitration—which, according to the un- 
just award recently made,- will place 
against Quebec a liability of about $5,000, - 
000. This Hability must be adjusted in 
some way or other, though it is quite cer- 
tain Quebec will not willingly agree to the 
exaction, This debt ought to be assumed 
by the Federal Government with compen- 
sation to the Maritime Provinces, but our 
financial position will be so much affected 
by that scheme that our federal exchequer 
will feel unable to meet this case. When 
we consider the questions of Canals and 
Arbitration, you cannot expect that the 
country will be able to incur a liability of 
$150,000,000 in connection with the Pacific 
Railway. If we doincur it, then ruin and 
misery stare us in the face. Hon. gentle- 
men may indulge in pleasing visions, but 
the issue is nevertheless inevitable. I am 
not against this scheme in toto, but Iam 
against that portion of it which seems to 
me inopportune and ruinous. As the Hon. 
Receiver General is not in his place, I will 
not attempt to follow him at length He 
told us’ of the manner in which: he had 
managed the department of Agriculture 
when he was at the head of it. He reterr- 
ed to explorations which he had ordered 
of the Lake St. John, and endeavoured to 
prove that I had been very unfortunate in 
respect to public roads, and plumed him- 
self on the fact of his success in finding 
roads., Then he carried ust? the Lake 
Temiscouata road, then to Mount Cenis, 
where two nations have just shook hands 
through the mountain range which has 
long divided them, and he has told us of 
the construction of a railway over the 
same mountains to the Simplon, while the 
tunnel was being constructed beneath ; 
all this to show that we need not be afraid 
of going into lavish expenseg and great 
enterprizes, and to prove that, if such ex- 
traordinary feats had been achieved, we 

were able todo as much. Taking his mode 
ofarguing I could demonstrate that others 

have attempted more and had failed, and 

considering that this hon. gentleman’s effi- 

ciency has been confined tothe most pious 
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duties of the Government of this country, 
and considering his peculiarities, I have, 
when passing through the library this 


‘morning, opened a book in which he cer. 


tainly must have great confidence—the 
old Testament—and I may add that the 
first passage that struck my eye was a 
striking allegory which answers perfectly 
to his mode of arguing, and which is as 
follows: Genisis x1, verse 1-9, ‘And 
the whole earth was of one language and 
was Of one speech, and it came 
to pass, as they journeyed from 
the Hast, that they found a plain in the 


land of of Shinar, and they said, go to, let 


us build us a city and a town, whose top 
may reach unto heaven, and let us make 
us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth. And the 
Lord came down to see the city and the 
tower, and scattered them abroad upon 
the face of all the earth; and they left 
off to build the city; therefore, is the name 
of it called Babel, because the Lord did 
then confound the language of all the 
earth.” 

Ifthis scheme is carried. it is very pro- 
bable that the people of this Domiaion will 
cause the members of the Government to 
be scattered upon the whole face of the 


Dominion, but provided the finances of 


this country are not scattered, there will 
be no cause for complaint. 


I must thank you, hon, gentlemen, 
for your kind attention to my remarks in 
reply to the hon. gentlemen who have 
addressed this House on my amendment, 
and Ido hope that this discussion will 
prove that this branch of the legislature is 
alive to the interests of the country, and 
that this Senate could not vote silently 
upon this amendment to these resolutions 
without failing in its duties. 


Before [ conclude I will simply say that 
I hope, whatever may be the result of the 
division on these resolutions, the House 
will believe that all who have spoken 
for or against them have been influ- 
enced by conscientious and patriotic mo- 
tives, and that if I have made a mistake in 
bringing forward my amendment, my error 
must be considered one of judgment and 
not of oblivion to the true interests of my 
country (cheers) 

The question of concurrence was then 
put on the amendment moved by Hon. Mr. 
Lettellier de St. Just, andthe House dl- 
vided as follows :— 

Contents :—The Hon. Messrs, Chatters, 
Christie, Cormier, Dickson, Glasier, Leo- 
nard, Letellier de St. Just, McClelan, Mc- 
Master, Malhiot, Odell, Olivier, Reesor 
Sanborn, Seymour, Simpson, Steeves 
Tessier, Wark, Wilmot, Wilson.—2]l.  __ 

Non-Contents.—Aikins, Allan, Archi- 
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bald, Armand, Benson, Bill, Botsford, 
Bourinot, Burnham, Campbell, Chapais, 
“Churchill, Dever, Dickey, Dumouchel, 


Ferrier, Flint, Foster, Guevremont, Hamil- 

ton (Inkerman), Hamilton (Kingston), 

Holmes, Kenny (Sir Edward), McDonald, 

McLelan, Macfarlane, MacPherson, Miller, 

Mitchell, Northup Panet, Perry, Read, 

Renaud, Ryan, Shaw, Skead, Smith.—39. 
So it passed in the negative. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN them moved in 
amendment, seconded, by the 
Hon. Mr. REESOR, that all the words after 
‘(3 Resolved”? be struck out and the fol- - 
lowing inserted,--‘‘ While this House de- 
sires the early union of British Columbia 
with the Dominion, and is prepared to 
adopt any plan, consistent with a prudent 
and fair estimate of the resources of this 
country, to secure this result, it cannot, 
with a due regard to our financial ability, 
concur in the terms set forth in said Ad- 
dress and Report imposing upon this Goy- 
ernment the absolute obligation to secure 
the completion of a railway communica- 
tion between the Pacific coast and the 
railway system of Canada.”’ 

The question of concurrence being put 
thereon, the House divided, and the names 
were taken down as follows :— 

Conrents,—-Hon. Messrs. Chafiers, Chris- 
tie, Cormier, Dickson, Glasier, Leonard, 
Letellier de St. Just, McClelan, McMaster, 
Malhiot, Odell, Olivier, Reesor, Sanborn, 
Seymour, Simpson, Steeves, Tessier, Wark, 
Wilmot, Wilson.—21. 

Non-Contents~*Hon, Messrs. Aikins, 
Allan, Archibald, Armand, Benson, Bill, 


Botsford, Bourinot, Burnham, Campbell, 


Chapais, Churchill, Dever, Dickey, Du- 
mouchel, Ferrier, Flint, Foster, Guevre- 
mont, Hamilton (Inkerman), Hamilton 
(Kingston), Holmes, Kenny (Sir Edward), 
Lacoste, Macdonald, McLelan, Macfarlane, 
Macpherson, Miller, Mitchell, Northup, 
Panet, Perry, Read, Renaud, Ryan, Shaw, 
Skead, Smith.—39. 
So it passed in the negative. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved in amend- 
ment, seconded by Hon. Mr. Leonard, 
That the sa‘d Resolutions be amended by 
inserting before the figure and the word 
‘3, Resolved” the following Resolu- 
tion :— 

‘‘That the Railway referred to in the said 
Address and approved report of the Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, should be con- 
structed and worked by private enterprise, 
and not by the Dominion Government, 
and that the public aid to be given to se- 
cure that undertaking should consist of 
such liberal grants of land, and such sub- 
sidy and money, or other aid, not unduly 
pressing on the industry and resources of 
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the Dominion as the Parliament of Canada 
shall hereafter determine.” 


The question of concurrence being put 
thereon, the House divided, with the same 
result.—21 to 39. 

So it passed in the negative. 

‘The question being put on the main mo- 
tion, the House divided, and the names 
were taken down as follows: 


Conrents.---Hon. Messrs. Aikins, Allan, 
Archibald, Armand, Benson, Bill, Botsford, 
Bourinot, Burnham, Campbell, Chapais, 
Churchill, Dever, Dickey, Dumouchel, 
Ferrier, Flint, Foster, Guevremont, Hamil- 
ton (Inkerman), Hamilton (Kingston), 
Holmes, Kenny (Sir Edward), Lacoste, 
McDonald, McLelan, Macfarlane, Macpher- 
son, Miller, Mitchell, Northup, Panet, 
Perry, Read, Ryan, Shaw, Skead, Smith.— 
38 


Non Contrents.—Hon. Messrs. Chatfiers, 
Christie, Cormier, Dickson, Glasier, Leon- 
ard, Letellier de St. Just, McClelan, Mc- 
Master, Malihiot, Odell, Olivier, Reesor, 
Sanborn, Seymour, Simpson, Steeves, Tes- 
sier, Wark, Wilmot, Wilson.—21. 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL then moved, sec- 
onded by the Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, That 


an Address embodying the said Resolu-, 


tions be presented to Her Majesty, and 
a Select Committee composed of the Hon. 
Sir Edward Kenny, and the Hon. Messrs. 
Flint, Botsford, Dickey, Armand, and the 
mover, be appointed to draw up the said 
Address. 

The motion was carried and the House 
was adjourned during pleasure. 

After some time the House was resum- 
ed, and 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL reported from 
the Committee the following Address: 


ADDRESS. 


To the Queen’s Excellent Majesty. 


Most GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN: 

We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Senate of Canada in Parliament as- 
sembled, humbly approach Your Majesty for 
the purpose of representing :— 

That by a Despatch from the Governor of Brit- 
ish Columbia, dated 23rd January, 1871, with 
other papers laid before this House by message 
from His Excellency the Governor General, of 
the 27th February last, this House learns that the 
Legislative Council of that Colony, in Council as- 
sembled, adopted in January lastan Address re- 
presenting to Your Majesty that British Columbia 
was prepared to enter into Union with the Do- 
minion of Canada, upon the terms and conditions 
et a Se in the said Address, which is as fol- 

OWS: 


To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 


Most GRrActous SOVEREIGN? 

We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal Sub- 
jects, the Members of the Legislative Council 
of British Columbia in Council assembled, 
humbly approach Your Majesty for the purpose 
of representing :— 


Hon. Mr. Sanborn. 
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That, during the last Session of the late Legis- 
lative Council, the subject of the admissicn of the 
Colony of British Columbia into the Union or Do- 
minion of Canada was taken into consideration, 
and a Resolution on the subject was agreed to, 
embodying the terms upon which it Was bropos- 
ed that this Colony should enter the Union; 


Columbia 


That, after considerable discussion by the Dele- . 


gates with the Members of the Government of 
the Dominion of Canada, the Terms and Condi- 
tions hereinafter specified were adovted by a 
Committee of the Privy Council of Canada, and 
were by them reported to the Governor General 
for his approval: 


That such Terms were communiczaed to the 
Governmentot this Colony by the Governor Gen- 
eral of Canada, in a’ Despatch dated July 7th, 
1870, and are as follows: 


1. Canada shall be liable for the Debts and Li- 
abilities of British Columdia existing at the time 
of the Union. 

2. British Columbia not h:iving incurred debts 
equal to those of the other Provinces how consti- 
tuting the Dominion, shail be entitled to receive 
by half yearly payments in advance from the 
General Government, interest at ihe rate of five 
per cent. per annum on the difference between 
the actual amount of its indebtedness at the 
date of the Union, and the indebtedness per 
head of the population of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, $27.77, the population of British 
Columbia being taken. at. 60,000. : 

3. The following sums shall be paid by Canada 
to British Columbia forthe support of its Govern- 
ment and Legislature, to wit, an Annual Subsidy 
of $35,000 and an Annual Grant equal to 80 cents 
per head of the said population of 60,000, both 
half-yearly in advance, such Grant of 80 cents 
per head to be augmented in proportion to the 
increase of population, as may be shown by each 
subsequent decennial census, until the popula- 
tion amounts to 400,000, at which rate such Grant 
shall thereafter remain, it being understood that 
the first census be taken in the year 1881, 


4, The Dominion will provide an efficient mail 
service, fortnightly, by steam communication 
between Victoria and San Francisco, and twice 
a week between Victoria and Olympia; the ves- 
sels to be adapted tor the conveyance of freight 
and passengers. 


5. Canada-will assume and defray the charges - 


for the following services :— 


A, Salary of the Lieutenant Governor; 

B. Salaries and Allowanees of the Judges of 
the Superior Courts and the County or Dis- 
trict Courts ; 

C. The charges in respect to the Department 
of Customs: 

D, The Postal and Telegraphic Services. 


E. Protection and Encouragement of Fisheries 

F. Provision for the Militia; 

G. Lighthouses, Buoys, and Beacons, Ship- 
wrecked Crews, Quarantine and Marine Hos- 
pitals, including a Marine Hospital at Victoria; 

H. The Geological Survey ; 

I, The Penitentiary ; 


And such turther charges as may be incident to 
and connected with the services which by the 
British North America Act of 1867 appertain to the 
General Government, and as are or may be ai- 
lowed to the other Provinces, 


6. Suitable Pensions, such as shall be approved 
of by Her Majesty’s Government, shall be pro- 
vided by the Government of the Dominion for 
those of Her Majesty’s Servants in the Colony 
whose position and emoluments derived there- 
from would be affected by political changes on 
the admission of British Columbia into the Do- 
minion of Canada. 


7. Ttis agreed that the existing Customs Tariff 
and Excise Duties shall. continue in forcein Brit- 
ish Columbia until the Railway from the Pacific 
Coast and the system of Railways in Canada are 
connected, unless the Legislature of British Co- 
lum bia should sooner decide to accept the Tariff 
and Excise Laws ofCanada. When Customs and 
Excise Duties are, at the time of the Union of 
British Columbia with Canada, leviabie on any 


—_—— ae 


British 


Goods, Wares, or Merchandizes in British olum- 
bia, or in the other Provinces of the Do inion 

those Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes may, 
from and after the Union, be imported into Brit 
ish Columbia from the Provinces now com pos- 
ing the Dominion, or from either of those Proy- 
inces into British Columbia, on proof of payment 
ef the Customs or Excise Duties leviable thereon 
in the Province of Exportation, and on payment 
of such further amount (Gif any) of Customs or 
Excise Duties as are leviable thereon in the Pro- 
vince of Importation. This arrangement to have 
no force or effect afier the assimilation of the 
Tariff and Excise Duties of British Columbia with 
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those of the Dominion. 


8, British Columbia shall be entitled to be re- 
presented in the Senate by Three Members, and 
by Six Members in the House of Commons, ’ The 
representation tobe increased under the provi- 
sions of the British North America Act, 1867.” 


9. The influence of the Dominion Government 
will be used tosecure the continued maintenance 
of the naval station at Esquimalt. 


10. The provisions of the British North America 
Act, 1867,” shall (except those parts thereof which 
are in terms made, or by reasonable intendment 
may be held to be specially applicable to and 
only affect one and not the whole of the Prov- 


-inces now comprising the Dominion, and except 


so far as the same may be varied by this Min- 
ute) be applicable to British Columbia in the 
Same way and to the like extent as they apply to 
the other Provinces of the Dominion, and as if 
the Colony of British Columbia had been one of 
the Provinces originally united by the said Act. . 

ll. The Government ofthe Dominion undertake 
to secure the commencement simultaneously, 
within two years from the date of Union, of the 
construction of a Railway from the Pacific to- 
wards the Rocky Mountains, and from such point 
as may beselected, Kast of the Rocky Mountains, 
towards the Pacific, to connect the sea-board of 
British Columbia with the Railway system of 
Canada; and further, to secure the corapletion of 
such Railway within ten years from the date of 
the Union. 

And the Government of British Columbia 
agree to convey to the Dominion Government, in 
trust, to be appropriated in such manner as the 
Dominion Government may deem advisable in 
furtherance of the construction of the said Rail- 


‘ way, a similar extent of Public Lands along the 


line of Railway throughout its entire length in 
British Columbia, not to exceed, however, twenty 
(20) miles on each side of the said line, as may be 
appropriated for the same purpose by the Domin- 
ion Government from the Public Lands in the 
North West Territories and the Province of Mani- 
toba. Provided that the quantity of tand which 
may be held under Pre-emption right or by 
Crown Grant within the limits of the trust of 
landin British Columbia to be so conveyed to the 
Dominion Government shall be made good to the 
Dominion from contiguous Public Lands; and 
provided further, that until the commencement, 
within two years, as aforesaid, from the date ot 
the Union, of the construction of the said Railway, 
the Government of British Columbia shall not 
sell oralienate any further portions of the Public 
Lands of British Columbia in any ether way 
than under right of Pre-emption, requiring ac- 


- tual residence of the Pre-emptor on the land 


claimed by him. In consideration of the land to 
be so conveyed in aid of the construction of the 
said Railway, the Dominion Government agree 
to pay to British Columbia from the date of the 
Union, the sum of $100,000 per annum, in half 
yearly payments in advance, 


12. The Dominion Government shall guarantee 
the interest for ten years from the date of the 
completion of the works, at the rate of five pel 
eentum per annum, on such sum, not exceeding 
£100,000 sterling. as may be required for the con- 
struction of a first-class graving dock at Esqui- 
ets Ynd d the trustee 

. charge of the Indians, an stee- 
ship a ant of the lands reserved for 
their use and benefit, shall be assumed by the 
Dominion Government, and a policy as liberalas 
that hitherto pursued by the British Columbia 
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Government shall be continued by the Dominion 
Government after the Union. 


To carry out such policy, tracts of land of such 
extent as it has hitherto been the practice of the 
British Columbia Government to appropriate for 
that purpose, shall from time to time be con. 
veyed by the Local Government to the Dominion 
Government in trust for the use and benefit of 
Indians on application of the Dominion Govern- 
ment; and in case of disagreement between the 
two Governments respecting the quantity of such 
tracts of land to be so granted, the matter shall 
bereferred for the decision of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, 


14, The constitution ofthe Executive Authorit 

and of the Legislature of British Columbja shall, 
subject to the provisions of the ‘British North 
America Act, 1867,” continue as existing at the 
time of the Union until altered under the author- 
ity ofthe said Act, it being at the same time 
understood that the Government of the Domin- 
ion will readily consent to the introduction of re- 
sponsible Gevernment when desired by the inha- 
bitants of British Columbia, and it being likewise 
understood that it is the intention of the Governor 
of British Columbia, under the authority of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies; to amend the 
existing Constitution of the Legislature by pro- 
viding that a;majority of its Members shall be 
elective. 
The Union shall take effect according tothe 
foregoing terms and conditions on such day as 
Her Majesty by and with the advice ot Her Most 
Honourable Privy Council may appoint (on ad- 
dresses from the Legislature of the Colony of 
British Columbia and of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment of Canada in the terms of the 146thsection of 
the British North America Act, 1867), and British 
Colum bia may in its address specify the electoral 
districts for which the first election of mem bers 
o serve in the House of Commons shall take 
place. 


That such terms have proved generall ¥Y accept- 
able to the people of this Colony. 


That this Council is, therefore, willing to enter 
into Union with the Dominion of Canada upon 
such terms, andhumbly submit that, under the 
circumstances, it is expedient that the admission 
ofthis Colony into such Union, as aforesaid, 
should be effected atas early a date as may be 
found practicable under the provisions of the 
foe section of the British North America Act, 
4. 


We, therefore, humbly pray that Your M ajesty 
will be graciously pleased, by and with the ad- 
vice of Your Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy 
Council, under the Provisions of the 146thsection 
of the “British North America Act, 1867,” to admit 
British Columbia into the Union or Dominion of 
Canada on the basis of the terms and conditions 
offered to this Colony by the Government of the 
Dominion of Canada, hereinbefore set forth ; and 
inasmuch as by the said terms British Columbia 
is empowered inits Address to specify the elec- 
toral districts for which the first election of 
Members to serve in the House of Commons 
shall take place, we humbly pray that such 
electoral districts may be declared, under the 
Order in Council, to be ag follows :— 


That “New Westminster District” and “Coast 
District’ as defined in a public noticeissued from 
the Lands and Works Office on the 15th day of 
December, 1869, by the desire of the Governor, 
and purporting to be in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the 39th clause of the “ Mineral Ord- 
nance, 1869,” shall constitute one district, to be 
designated ‘“* New Westminster District” and re- 
turn one Member, 


That “ Cariboo District” and “ Lillooet District” 
as Specified in the said public notice, shall con- 
stitute one District, to be designated “ Cariboo 
District,” and return One Member. 

That ‘* Yale District,” and “ Kootenay District,” 
as specised in the said public notice, shall consti- 
tute one district, to be designated “ Yale Dis- 
trict,” and return One Member. 


That those portions of Vancouver Island known 
as “ Victoria District,’ Esquimalt District,” and 


British 


‘‘Metchosin District,” as defined in the official 
maps of those Districts in the Land Office, Vic- 
toria, and which maps are designated respective- 
ly, “Victoria District Official Map, A.D. 1858,” 
“Esquimalt District Official Map, 1858,” and 
‘“Metchosin District Official Map, A.D. 1858,’ 
shall constitute one district to be designated 
‘* Victoria District,” and return Two Members. 


And, that all the remainder of Vancouver 
Island, and ail such islands adjacent thereto as 
were formerly dependencies of the late Colony 
of Vancouver Island District shall constitute one 
District, to be designated ‘‘ Vancouver Island 
District,” andreturn One Member. 


We further humbly represent, that the propos- 
ed ‘terms and conditions of Union of British 
Co.umbia with Canada, as stated in the said Ad- 
dress, are in conformity with those preliminari- 
ly agreed upon between delegates from British 
Columbia and the Members of the Government 
of the Dominion of Canada, and embodied ina 
Report ofa Committee of the Privy Council, ap- 
proved by His Excellency the Governor General 
in Council, on the Ist July, 1870, which approved 
Report is as follows :— 

Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Honourable 
the Privy Council, approved by His Mxcellency 
the Governor General in Council, on the Ist 
July, 1870, 

The Committee of the Privy Council have had 
under consideration a Despatch, dated 7th May, 
1870, from the Governor of British Columbia, to- 
gether with certain resolutions submitted by the 
Government of that colony to the Legislative 
Council thereof—both hereunto annexed—on the 
subject of the propesed union of British Columbia 
with the Dominion of Canada; and after several 
interviews between them and the Honorable 
Messrs. Trutch, Helmcken, and Carrall, the De- 
legates from British Columbia and full discus- 
sion with thei of the various questions connect- 
ed with that important subject, the Committee 
now respectfully submit for your Excellency’s 
approval the following terms and conditions to 
form the basis of a political union between Brit- 
tish Columbia andthe Dominion of Canada. 


1, Canada shall be liable for the debts and li- 
abilities of British Columbla existing at the time 
of the Union 

2. British Columbia not haying incurred debts 
equal to those of the other Provinces now consti- 
tuting the Dominion, shall be entitle 1 to receive 
by half yearly payments, in advance, from the 
General Government, interest at tae rate of five 
per cent, per annum, on the difference between 
the actual amount of its indebtedness at the 
date of the Union, and the indebtedness per 


head of the population of Nova Scotia and New. 


syunswick, $27.77 the population of British 
Columbia being taken at 60,000. 

3. The following sums Shall be paid by Canada 
to British Columbia for thesupport of its Govern- 
ment and Legislature, to wit an annual subsidy 
of $35,000, and an annual grant equal to 80 cents 
per head’ of the said population of 60,000, both 
half-yearly in advarce, such grant of 80 cents per 
head to be augmented in proportion to the in- 
crease of population, as may be shown by each 
subsequent decennial census, until the population 
amounts to 400 000, at which rate such grant shall 
thereafter remain, it being understood that the 
first census shall be taken in the year 1881. 


The Dominion will provide an efficient mail 
service fortnightly by steam communication 
between Victoria and San Francisco, and twice 
a week between Victoria and Olympia, the ves- 
sels to be adapted for the conveyance of freight 
and passengers, 

5, Canada will assume and defray the charges 
for the following services ,— 


A. Salary of the Lieutenant Governor, 

B, Salaries and allowances of the Judges of 
the Superior Courts and the County or Dis- 
trict Courts. 

C, The charges in respect to the Department 
of Customs, 

D,. The postal and telegraphic services. 

KE, Protection and encouragement of fish- 
eries, 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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F. Provision for Militia, 

G. Lighthouses, buoys and beacons, ship- 
wrecked crews, quarintine and marine hos- 
pitals, including a marine hospital at Vic- 
toria. 

H. The Geological Survey. 

I. The Penitentiary. 


And such further charges as may be incident to 
and connected with the services which by the 
British North America Act of 1867, appertain to 
the General Government, and as are or may be 
allowed to the other Provinces. 


6, Suitable pensions, such as shall be approved 
of by Her Majesty’s Government, shall be provid- 
ed by the Government of the Dominion for those 
of Her Majesty’s servants in the colony whose: 
position and emoluments derived therefrom. 
would be affected by political changes on the ad-. 
mission of British Columbia into the Dominion 
of Canada. 


7. It is agreed that the existing customs tariff 
and excise duties, shall continue in force in Brit- 
ish Columbia until the railway from the Pacific 
coast and the system ofrailways in Canada are 
connected, unless the Legislature of British 
Columbia should sooner decide to accept the 
tariff and excise laws of Canada, When customs 
and excise duties are, at the time of the union of 
British Columbia with Canada, leviable on any 
goods, wares or merchandizes in British Colum- 
bia or in the other Provinces of the Dominion 
these goods, wares and merchandizes may, 
from and after the Union be imported into Brit- 
ish Columbia from the Provinces now compos- 
ing the Dominion, or from either of those Pro- 
vinces into British Colum bia,on proof of payment 
of the customs or excise duties leviable thereon, 
in the Province of exportation, and on payment 
of such farther amount, if any, of customs or ex- 
cise duties as are leviable thereon in the Pro- 
vinee of importation. This arrangement to have 
no force or effect after the assimilation of the 
tariffand excise duties of British Columbia with, 
those of the Dominion. 


8. British Columbia shall be entitled to be re- 
presented in the Senate by three members and 
by six members in the House of Commons. The 
representation to be increased under the provis- 
ions ofthe British North America Act, 1867. 


9. The influence of the Dominion Government 
will be used to secure the continued maintenance 
of the Naval Station at Esquimalt, 


10, The provisions of the British North Ameri- 
ca Act, 1867, shall [except those parts thereof 
which are in terms made, or by reasonable in- 
tendment may be held to be specially applicable 
to, and only affect one and not the whole of the 
Provinces comprising the Dominion, and except 
so for as thesame may be varied by this minute] 
be applicable to British Columbiain the sameway 
and to the like extent as they apply to the other 
Provinces of the Dominion, and as if the Colony 
of British Columbia had been one of the Proyin- 
ces originally united by the said Act. 


11. The Government of the Dominion under- 
take to secure the commencement, simul- 
taneously, within two years from the date of the 
union, of the construction of a railway from the 
Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains, and from 
such point as may be selected East of the Rocky 
Mountains towards the Pacific, to connect the 
seaboard of British Columbia with the railway 
System of Canada; and, further to secure the 
completion of such railway within ten years 
from the date of the Union. 


And the Governmentof British Colum bia agree 
to convey to the Dominion Government in trust 
to be appropriated in such manner as the Do- 
minion Government may deem advisable in 
furtherance of the construction of the said rail- 
way, asimilar extent of public lands along the 
line of railway throughout its entire length in 
British Columbia, not to exceed, however‘ twenty 
(20) on each side of the said line, as may be ap- 
propriated for the same purpose by the Dominion 
Government from the public lands in the North 
West Territories and the Province of Manitoba. 
Provided that the quantity of land which may be 
held under pre-emption right or by Crown grant 


} 


941 British 


within the limits ofthe tract of land in British 
Columbia to be so conveyed to the Dominion 
Government, shall be made good to the Domin- 
ion from contiguous lands, and provided further, 
that until the commencement, within two years 
as aforesaid from the date of the Union, of the 
construction of the said railway, the Government, 
of British Columbia shall not sell or alienate any 
further portion of the public lands of British Co- 
lumbia in any other way than under right of pre- 
emption, requiring actual residence of the pre- 
emptor on the land claimed by him. In consid- 
eration of the land to be so conveyed in aid of the 
construction of the said railway, the Dominion 
Government agree to pay to British Colum bia, 
from the date ofthe Union, the sum of $100,000 
per annum, in half-yearly payments in advance. 


2, The Dominion Government shall guarantee 
the interestfor ten years from the date of the 
completion of the works at the rate of five per 
centum per annum on such sum, not exceeding 
£100,000 Sterling, as may be required for the con. 
struction of a first-class graying dock at Hsqui- 
malt, 

13. The charge ofthe Indians and the trustee- 
ship and management of the lands reserved for 
their use and benefit, shall be assumed by the 
Dominion Government,, anda policy as liberal as 
that hitherto pursued by the British Columbia 
Government, shall be continued by the Dominion 
Government after the Union, To carry outsuch 
policy, tracts of land of such extent as it has 
hitherto been the practice of the British Columbia 
Government to appropriate for that purpose 
shall from time to time be conveyed by the Local 
Government to the Dominion Government in 
trust for the use and benefit of the Indians, on 
application of the Dominion Government, and 


_ in case of disagreement between the two Govern- 


ments respecting the quantity of such tracts of 
land to be so granted, the matter shall be referred 
for the decision of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, 

14, The constitution of the Executive authority 
and of the Legislature of British Columbia shall, 
subject to the provisions of the British North 
America Act, 1867, continue as existing at the 
time of the Union until altered under the author- 
ity of said Act, it being at the same time under- 
stood that the Government of the Dominion will 
readily consent to the introduction of responsible 
government when desired by the inhabitants of 
British Columbia, and it being likewise under- 
stood thatitis the intention of the Governor of 
British Columbia, under the authority of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, toamend the 
existing constitution of the Legislature by provid- 
ing that a majority of its members shall be elec- 


tive. 


The Union shall take effect, according to the 
foregoing terms and conditions, on such day as 
Her Majesty, by and with the advice of Her 
Most Honourable Privy Council may appoint (on 
addresses from the Legislature of the Colony of 
British Colum bia, and ofthe Houses ofthe Parlia- 
ment of Canadain the terms of the 146th section 
of the British North America Act, 1867), and Brit- 
ish Columbia may in its address specify the elec- 
toral districts for which the first election of mem- 
bers to serve in the Houseof Commonsshall take 


place. 


(Certified,) WM. H. LEE 


Clerk Privy Council, 


We further humbly represent that we concur in 
the termsand conditions of Union set forth in the 
said Address, and approved Report of the Commit- 
tee of the Privy Council above mentioned ; and 
most.respectfully pray that Your Majesty will be 
graciously pleased, by and with the advice of Your 
Majesty’s Most Honotirable Privy Council, under 
the 146th clause of “The British North Ameri¢ea 
Act, 1867,” to unite British Columbia with the 
Dominion of Canada, on the terms and conditions 


above set forth F 


The House then took up the Orders 
of the Day, and having gone through 
them, adjourned. 
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Wepbnespay, April 5th, 1871.. 
After routine, 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved, that the 
House do, to-morrow, go into Committee 
of the Whole to consider the following Re- 
solution : 


That it is expedient to amend the ]9th 
section of the Act passed in the now last 
session of Parliament, chapter 9, respecting 
Customs and Inland Revenue, by reducing 
to 63 cents per gallon, the duty of excise 
of sixty-five cents per gallon thereby im- 
posed on spirits manufactured from mo- 
lasses in bond. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER introduced 
@ Bill to extend to the Provinces of Mani- 
toba and British Columbia certain Acts 
therein named. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
object of the Government was to bring this 
session to a close as soon as possible. He 
would, therefore like, if the House would 
approve of it, to have a sitting on Monday, 
which was a statutory holiday, from one to 
six o’clock in the afternoon, 


Mr. MILLS—And Good Friday, too ? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
Friday was a religious holiday, and it might 
do violence to the religious principles of 
hon. members, He moved a resolution in 
accordance with his notification.—Carried. 


Mr. DELORME was introduced by Mr. 
DONALD SMITH and Hon. Mr, BLAN- 
CHET, and took his seat on the Govern- 
ment side of the House, next to Mr. Dona. 
ald Smith. 

A message from His Excellency trans ~ 
mitting the Supplementary Estimates for 
the year ending 30th June, 1872, was read. 


RAILWAY GAUGE. 


Hon. Sir. F HINCKS moved the further 
consideration of Resolution 95, Intercolonial 
( Railway, as reported from the Committee 

of Supply on the 23rd inst. 
| The resolution was read a first time. 
On the motion fora second reading, 
Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL moved that 
the following words be added to the reso- 
lution: ‘provided that the gauge of such 
railway shall not be greater than 4 ft. 84 in.’” 
He had no desire to trouble the House 
witha speech. He believed that the argu- 
ments advanced in favour of the narrow 
gauge when this subject was under discus- 
sion before remained unanswered—in fact, 
were unanswerable. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the resolution 
was contrary to the law fixing the gauge at 
5 ft. 6 in. Besides it would involve an ex- 
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penditure of $1,000,000 to change the , 


gauge. 
Hon Mr. MACKENZIE—How is that? 
Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN said the road from 


Halifax to Truro, and from Amherst to | 


Moncton, was 5 ft. 6 in., and, of course, if 
that portion of the road were changed, the 
gauge of the European and American Rail- 


way must also be changed. Other- 
wise the line would be _ interrupted | 
by that portion of the Intercolonial 
Railway which extended from Monc- 


tonto Pausac Junction. There were the 
two alternatives—either to construct the 
yoad on the broad gauge principle or to 
adopt the narrow gauge ata cost of $1,000,- 
000. Then it must be remembered that 
the Grand ‘Trunk gauge was broad, and if 
this resolution were carried it would be 
necessary to break bulk at Riviere du 
Loup. 

Mr. DUFRESNE raised a point of order. 
The resolution, if carried, would entail an 
increased expenditure, and, consequently, 
should be preceded by a Message from 
His Excellency. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. mem. 
ber proceeded on the assumption that 
it would entail an increase of expenditure, 
but he (Mr. Mackenzie) thought differently. 
He believed it would effect a large saving 
instead. 

At the suggestion of Hon. Mr. LANGE. 
VIN the point of order was withdrawn. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL regretted that 
the Government did not adopt his resolu- 
tion. As for the objection urged against 
it, that the law as it stood fixed the gauge 
at 5 ft. 6 in., he would remind the hon. 
member that this resolution, if passed, 
would have the force of law. The change 
of gauge would not entail a large increase 
of expenditure, for there was ample proof 
that it could be done speedily and cheaply. 
Then, too, the broad gauge of the Grand 
Trunk need not interfere with this line, for 
the new style of cars were readily adapted 
to any gauge, and the portion of the Grand 
Trunk line between Detroit and Port Hu- 
von was, he believed, a narrow gauge road. 
He had no intention to bring a want of 
confidence vote against the Government. 
His sole object was to promote economy in 
the construction of the railway. 

Mr. SHANLY was himself in favor of 
the narrow gauge, but he believed it should 
be adopted gradually, and by arrangements 
with other existing companies. He would, 
therefore, advise that the resolution be 
dropped for the present. 


Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said his individual 
Opinion was in favour of the narrow gauge, 
but it would be necessary to alter the gauge 
of the Grand Trunk if it were adopted on 


Hon. Mr. Langevin. 
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the Intercolonial line. He did not feel 
that it would be fair to entail the cost of a 
change on the country at present, and he 
would therefore vete against the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. A. P. MACDONALD was in - favour 
of the narrow gauge if it could be adopted 
gradually. ‘The track east of Montreal 
might be left unchanged for a time, but 
the road between Montreal and Toronto 
might be altered to advantage. The slid- 
ing axle cars he believed to be a mere 
make-shift which could not serve the coun- 
try long. He believed this matter should 
be left over till some arrangement for a 
general change could be made with exist- 
ing lines. 

Mr. WORKMAN was in favour of an 
immediate change to the narrow gauge 
on all Government lines, and of the con- 
struction on the narrow gauge system of the 
Intercolonial Railway. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said there were 
only 149 miles of railway connected with 
the Intercolonial lime to be changed. This, 
taking the estimate of the Great Western 
Railway, would require an expenditure of 
only a trifle over $10,000 to change the 
gauge. At all events it would be cheaper 
and better to adopt the narrow gauge at 
once than to leave it for a future time. 
The question was, whether it was better to 
maintain an unsuitable gauge simply be- 
cause an existing company was too poor to 
adopt the narrow gauge. It was for these 
reasons that he was ready to adopt the mo- 
tion of the hon. member for Lanark. He 
did so through no hostile spirit towards 
the Government, but simply on national 
economical grounds. He was fully satistied 
that it would be to the advantage of the 
country to adopt the narrow American 
gauge on all our national highways, and to 
require private companies to do the same 
with theirs. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said there was no 
provision in the contract for a change of 
gauge, as the law provided definitely that 
the gauge should be 5 ft. 6in. Enquiries 
had been made, and it was estimated that 
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to change the gauge of the Government 


railways in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
would cost $100,000, and to change the 
parts mentioned by the member for Lamb- 
ton might cost about $400,000. 

Mr. WALSH (Norfolk) said a change 
of gauge would involve much more ditti- 
culty now than if it had been done earlier. 
On enquiry it was found that the change- 
able cars system could not be applied to 
passenger cars, but to freight cars only, 
Of course the Intercolonial might have 
been built on the narrow gauge system, 
but under the present system, considering 
the amount under contract, and the 
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amount of rolling stock under order, such 
could hardly be done. A change at the 
present time would involve a large expen- 
diture, and whatever might be the advan- 
tage of the narrow gauge system as an ab- 


_ -stract principle he did not think it advis- 


able to alter now. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the whole 
difficulty of altering the rolling stock might 
be obviated by running a third line on the 
links connecting the Intercolonial. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
change of the gauge of the Intercolonial 


could not be considered alone and without 


taking into account the gauge of the 
Grand Trunk and of the railways in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick. The law es at 
present decided the gauge, and would have 
to be repealed before a change could be 
made, Waiving this, however, there was 
the matter of the business of the Railway. 
A change of gauge at Riviere du Loup 
would destroy a large portion of the traffic, 
and would induce forwarders to send it to 
the Lower Provinces by St. John and Port- 
land. Thenagain the Pacific Railway was 
to be built within _ten years, and there was 
no doubt the gauge would be narrow. The 
other railways on the line of communica- 
were broad gauge, and so there would be 
one break only, whereas, if the Interco- 
lonial Railway were built on the narrow 
gauge, there would be two breaks, anda 
very large amount of traffic would be lost. 
The Intercolonial could only be changed 
when the Grand Trunk was changed, and 
that company had decided that the con- 
Struction and the working of the broad 
gauge was very little different to the nar- 
row gauge. They had worked both systems, 
and had concluded that there was not suf- 
ficient material difference to induce a 
change of gauge. Of course the Grand 
Trunk Railway might consent to change 
their gauge ifassisted by Parliament, but 
Parliament would hardly do that. A uni- 
form gauge of the Grand Trunk and Inter- 
colonial would be a great advantage in 
inducing traffic. The Great Western Rail- 
way had been cited, but that Railway was 
only ashort line, and was rather a link of 


the American lines, and was very different’ 


from the Grand Trunk Railway. He desired 
to show that the Grand Trunk Railway had 
no inducement to change their gauge, and 
it was important that the Intercolonial 
gauge should be uniform with the Grand 
Trunk. He thought the matter should not 
now be interfered with. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there could be 
no difficulty jn changing the law so as to 
allow a change of gauge. It was admitted 
that the narrow gauge was intrinsically 
better, and superior in enabling a con- 
nection with American lines, and, further, 
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that the change would have to be made 
some time. It therefore, remained to decide 
only when the change should be made and 
he thought the great weight of argument 
shewed thatthe change should be made. 
now. As to the statements respecting the 
G. T. R. he remembered that Mr. Brydges 
had on a former occasion stated before the 
Railway Committee that he preferred the 
narrow gauge. He hoped ;the motion of 
the member for Lanark should carry as 
ag had heard no good argument against 
it. 

Hon. Mr. BOLTON said the private 
Railway companies in New Brunswick had 
come to the conclusion that they would 
have to change their gauge to the narrow 
to connect with the American Railways 
in the State of Maine. He was a strong 
advocate of the narrow gauge and hoped 
the Government would consider the mat- 
ter. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER had listened atten. 
tively to hear whether the member for 
Grenville would confirm the statement 
that the narrow gauge was much superior 
in point of cost and efficiency. The mat- 
ter had been fully enquired into, and the 
Government had ascertained definitely that 
the difference in the construction and 
working of the two gauges was not very 
material. The question was whether the 
House was disposed to expend $1,000,000 
in changing the gauge of 300 miles of 
railway in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 
The hon. member for Lambton seemed to 
think that the change was not necessarily. 
involved, but the branch lines in those 
Provinces would be useless unless of a uni- 
form guage with the Intercolonial. ‘he 
change of the gauge of these 300 miles of 
branch lines, would cost according to the 
estimate of the ablest engineers that could 
be obtained, $1,000,000. This however, 
was not the greatest difficulty. The point 
was, that unless the House was prepared 
to grant a loan of $3,000,000 to enable the 
G. T. R. to change their gauge, they would 
for a great many years to come, if the In- 
tercolonial gauge were changed, diminish 
very considerably the traffic that would 
otherwise be obtained, by making necessary 
a break of bulkat Riviere du Loup. Under 
these circumstances he thought the House 
would be disposed to act in conformity 
with the suggestion of the Hon. Member 
for Grenville, that the wisest course would 
be to construct the Intercolonial on the 
same gauge as the G. T’, R., and make the 
change at sucha time as that Company 
should be in a position to change its gauge. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said 
it would be a national gain to adopt the 
narrow gauge and this was the most favor- 
able time todo it. It seemed to him there 
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was more anxiety displayed to favor the 
Grand Trunk than to further the interests 
of the public. 


. Mr. JOLY spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment. 


Mr, A. P. MACDONALD said the princi- 
pal saving in the narrow gauge was in the 
embankments, culverts and sleepers, still, 
he did not approve of injuring the Grand 
Trunk by forcing them to adopt the nar- 
row gauge. 
of immense benefit to this country, 
and he did not believe that obstacles 
should be thrown in their way. 

Mr. ROSS (Dundas) believed that the 
narrow gauge should be adopted, and that 
the Grand Trunk should be aided in 
changing the gauge of their line. The 
House had swallowed a hundred million 
dollar scheme the other day, and he did 


not see why they should stick at two or. 


three millions of dollars now. He believed 
the Government should take a couple of 
days to consider the matter, and adopt the 
narrow gauge system if it was proved to be 
the better one for the country. if 

A division was then taken on the amend- 
ment, which was—Yeas, 75; nays, 78. 

YeEas.—Messrs. Abbot, Ault, Béchard, 
Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowell, Bowman, 
Brousseau, Brown, Burpee, Cameron 
(Huron), Carmichael, Cartwright, Cheval, 
Costigan, Currier, Delorme (St, Hyacinthe), 
Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, 
Godin, Hagar, Holton, Huntington, Joly, 
Jones (Halifax), Jones (Leeds & Grenville), 
Killam, Langlois, Lawson, MacDougall 
(Glengarry), McDonald (Middlesex), Mac- 
Farlane, Mackenzie, Magill,, McDonald 
[Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew] McMonies, 
Metcalfe, Mills; Morrison [Victoria O.], 
Munroe, Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Redford, Ross [Dundas], 
Ross [Prince Edward], ;Ross (Wellington, 
C. R,), Ryan [Montreal West], Rymal, 
Seatcherd, Scriver, Snider, Sproat, Stir- 
ton, Thompson [Haldimand], Thompson 
[Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
White [Hast Hastings], Whitehead, Wilson, 
Wood, Workman, Wright [Ottawa County], 
Wright [York, Ontario, W. R.] and Young 
wa £3" 

Nays.— Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bourassa, 
Bown, Burton, Cameron [Inverness], Camp- 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier [Sir George E.] 
Cayley, Chipman, Cimon, Coffin, Crawford 
[Brockville], Crawford [Leeds], Daoust, 
Delorme [Provencher], Dufresne, Dunkin; 
Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Hincks | Sir Francis], Howe, Hurdon, Irvine, 
Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte 


Mr. Macdonald. 
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Langevin, Lapum, McDonald [ Antigonishj,, 


Their road had proved to be | 
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McDonald Masson [Sou- 


[Lunenburg], 


langes], Masson [Terrebonne], MaCallum,. 
McMillan, 


McDougall [Three Rivers], 
Moffat, Morris, Morrison (Niagara], O’Con- 


nor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Renaud, 


Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross [Vic- 
toria, N. 8], Shanly, Simard, Simpson, 


Smith, (Selkirk), Smith (Westmoreland). 


Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tour- 
angeau, Tupper, Walsh, and Webb.—78. 


added, ‘‘and the rails to be used shall be of 
iron, similar to that used in the ordinary 
railways of the country. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said contracts had 
already been given for steel rails, and the 
motion should not therefore be pressed, as 
great difficulty would ensue, and the con- 
tractors might not be willing to give up 
their contracts. The steel rails would be 
cheaper in the long run. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) main- 
tained that iron rails were sufficiently 
good for the purposes of the railway, 


. Mr. MACKENZIE said that he desired to 
state the difference in the cost of the rails. 


Steel rails would cost about £60 a ton while . 


iron rails would cost about $37 a ton. It 
was now generally admitted by the best 
authorities that even where the traffic was 
large it was only necessary to have steel 
rails on excessive grades, and this system 
had been adopted by a large company in 
England. He should, therefore, support 
the motion of the hon. member for Lanark, 
and as to the argument that the contracts 
had already been given, it would be much 


better to pay the contractors a reasonable - 


amount of damage than rush into such an 
enormous expense unnecessarily. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that he had al- 
ready stated that the Government had de- 
termined to use steel rails after obtaining 
the opinion of the very highest professional 
men in this country and in England, and 
they had been assured that on the grounds 
of economy alone steel rails were prefer- 
able. A large committee of the House had 
gone fully into the matter of the expendi- 


ture on the Intercolonial, and, although. 
they had examined the Chief Engineer and. 


the member for Grenville, they had not 
asked either gentleman a single question 
as to the relative value of steel and iron 
rails, which could only be because consid- 
ering the elaborate reports laid before 
them they came to the conclusion that the 
Government had used a wise discretion in 
the matter. 


Inreply to Hon. Mr. BOLTON (Char- 
lotte) Mr. WALSH (Norfolk) stated that 


| the specifications for the steel rails were - 
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Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL moved, in. 
amendment, that the following words be- 


ee 
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prepared by the Chief Engineer! and the 
contracts were given in accordance with 
those specifieations. It had been consid- 
ered, in discussing the style of the road, 
that as the appropriation for the construc- 
tion was ample, and as the line for some 
years to come might not prove a very pro- 
fitable undertaking commercially, it was 
desirable that the road should be really 
first-class so as to avoid any great expendi- 
ture for maintenance in the immediate fu. 
ture. 

Mr. BLAKE said that the appropriation 
being ample, and the traffic not being like- 
ly to be heavy, were strong reasons for 
economy in the expenditure. 


The amendment was then put and lost— 


Railway 


_ Yeas, 62; nays, 88; and the main motion 


was carried, the resolutions being read a 
second time. 


Yuras._—Béchard, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bourassa, Bowman, Burpee, Burton, Car- 
michael, Cartwright, Cheval, Crawford 
[Brockville], Crawford [Leeds], Delorme, 
(St. Hyacinthe], Dorion, Ferris, Fortier, 


Fournier, Godin, Grover, Hagar, Holton, 


Joly, Jones (Halifax), Jones, [Leeds and 
Grenville], Killam, Little, 
(Glengarry), Mackenzie, Magill, McCallum, 
McDougall (Lanark), McDougallj(Renfrew), 
MeMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison 
(Victoria, O.), Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, 
Perry, Pickard, Pozer, » Redford, Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ross 
(Wellington, C. R.], Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Shanly, Smith [Westmoreland], Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand], Thomp- 
son [Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
Whitehead, Wood, Wright [ York, Ontario, 
W. R.j, and Young.—62. 


Nays,—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, 
Ault, Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Beaubien, Bel- 
lerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, 
Bown, Brousseau, Cameron [Inverness], 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier [Sir 
George E.], Cayley, Chipman, Cimon, Coffin, 
Costigan, Currier, Daoust, Delorme [Pro- 
vencher], Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, 
Hincks [Sir Francis], Howe, Hurdon, 
Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Law- 
son, McDonald [Antigonish], McDonald 
[Lunenburg], McDonald ;Middlesex), Mas- 
son [Soulanges,] Masson, [Terrebonne], 


McDougall (Three Rivers), McKeagney, 
McMillan,’ Moffatt, Morris, Morrison 
(Niagara), Munroe, O’Connor, Pinson- 


neault, Popé, Pouliot, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Champlain), Ryan (Montreal West), 
Simard, Simpson, Smith [Selkirk], Sproat, 
Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, Tilley, Tour- 
angeau, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White 


Macdonald, | 
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[East Hastings], Willson, Workman, and 
Wright (Ottawa County.)—88. 
It being 6 o’clock the House rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 
CANADA PACIFIC RAILWAY CO, 


Dr. GRANT asked leave to introduce a Bill 
to incorporate the Canada Pacific Railway 
Company. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said under the Stand- 
ing Orders it was too late to introduce a 
Private Bill. As there could be no possi- 
bility of carrying it through this session it 
would be better to drop it. 

After some discussion 
dropped. 


the Bill was 


PRIVATE AND LOCAL BILLS. 


The following Private and Local Bills 
were read a second and third time and 
passed :— 

An Act respecting the Commercial Bank 
of New Brunswick (as amended by Stand- 
ing Committee on Banking and Commerce. } 
Hon. Mr. TILLEY. 

An Act to extend to the Province of New 
Brunswick the operation of the Act of the 


| Legislature of the late Province of Canada 


concerning the Synod of the Church of 
England in Canada (from Senate) (Report- 
ed).—Hon. Mr. TILLEY. 

An Act to incorporate the Mutual Life 
Association of Canada (from Senate) (Ke- 
ported).—Hon. Mr, McDougall (Lanark). 

An Act to incorporate the Kingston 
Board of ‘Trade (Reported).—Mr. Kirkpa- 
trick. 


An Act to incorporate the Board of Trade 
of the Town of Windsor (Ontario) (Report- 
ed).—Mr. O’Connor. 

An Act further to amend the Acts respect- 
ing the Improvement and Management of 
the Harbor of Qiebec (Reported).—Hon. 
Mr. Langevin. 

An Act to incorporate the Sault Ste. 
Marie Railway Company (as amended by 
Standing Committee on Railways, Canals, 
and Telegraph Lines)—Mr. Simpson. 


THE MEMBER FOR LISGAR. 


Dr. SCHULTZ was introduced by Hon. 


| Mr, TILLEY and Mr. O’CONNOR, and took 


his seat on the Opposition side amid ap- 


| plause. 


BANKS AND BANKING, 


Hon, Sir F. HINCKS moved the House 
into Committee on the Act relating to 
Banks and Banking. 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT in the chair. 


951 The 
The Bill was reported from Committee, 
- read a third time, and passed. 


BILLS PASSED, 


The following Bills were read a second 
and third time and passed :— 

An Act respecting the Loan for the pur- 
pose of paying a certain sum to the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, and to make other 
provisions with respect to such loan.—Hon. 
Sir Francis Hincks. 

An Act to amend the Act respecting the 
settlement ofthe Affairs of the Bank of 
Upper Canada.—Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 

An Act further to amend the Act respect- 
ing Fishing by Foreign Vessels.—Hon. Dr. | 
Tupper.. 


SUPPLY. 


Hon. Sir. F. HINCKS moved that the 
House go into Committee of Supply. 

Mr. MACKENZIE wished for explana- 
tions respecting the Militia estimates. In 
the present state of the country some 
anxiety was felt respecting its militia force. 
It was too large for maintaining police re- 
gulations, and too small for purposes of war. 
With respect to the recommendations of | 
the Adjutant-General in particular, expla- 
nations would be desirable. 


Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said there 
were yarious reccommendations and he 
would ask the Hon. Member for Lambton 
to say on which particular points he desir- 
ed information. 

Mr. MACKENZIE instanced the change 
in the staff, the Military Schools and other 
matters in which changes were introduced. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, would 
do his best to satisfy the hon. member. 
The principal features in the changes 
were asto the organization of the staff. 
The Adjutant General recommended anew 
system in this respect which had his hearty 
approval. It was that staff appointments 
should only last for five years. This did 
not require legislation, but could be car- 
ried out by general orders, sanctioned by 
his Excellency. The Adjutant General 
also recommended an expenditure to in- 
duce the Militia to undergo 15 days drill 
under canvas. This was adopted in the 
estimates, With regard to the Military 
School the report of the Adjutant General 
showed what had been done. The British 
Troops having been almost entirely with- 
drawn, it was necessary to have schools of 
military instruction for Cadets, to enable 
them to qualify as officers. It was there- 
fore recommended that these’ schools 
should be carried on at Toronto, Kingston 
and Montreal under the superintendance 
of Militia officers and to prevent abuse the | 
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number of pupils was to be limited to 550, 
so ag to prevent any one passing the 
schools merely to obtain the $50. These 
Schools would be open only from Novem- 
ber toJune. With regard to the rank of 
officers called to command the Districts 
and the officers at head quarters, For in- 
stance a District officer by the law could 


Supplies. 


not rank higher than Lt. Colonel, and he . 


might chance to have a senior officer under 
hiscommand. I[t was therefore proposed 
that the D. A. G's. should rank as Colonel 
and the Adjutant General ranking in time 
of peace as Colonel, but in time of war as 
high as Major General. This would re- 
quire to be done by legislation. 


Mr. MACKENZIE referred to the pro- 
posal to fill up the ranks by ballot. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
law already provided that the Militia should 
be formed either of volunteers, or failing 
that by ballot. The Government did not 
propose however to resort to that now, as 
the active Militia already numbered 4000 
more than were required by law—which had 
arisen from the zeal to fill up the ranks. 
If, however, the ranks at any time could not 
be filled by volunteers, the Ballot wouid 
have to be resorted to, as directed by law. 

Mr. MACKENZIE mentioned the naval 
estimates. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
Government did not propose to enter any 
expenditure to/ provide for the naval 
defence of the country which had tobe 
supplied by the Imperial Government. 
The Dominion Government had merely to 
provide Water Police, and they did not in- 
tend to do the duty of the Imperial Gov- 
ernment, 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked for “informa- 
tion, ag to the provision of some small 
permanent force for the protection of ar- 
senals, perhaps in distant parts of the Do- 
minion. consequent on the removal of the 
British troops. It was not likely that any 
military force would be required to main- 
tain the peace, but he thought it might be 
necessary at some time for the Govern. 
ment to have asmall force at their dis- 
posal. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
Government did not intend to have any 
permanent force as the British Troops had 
been withdrawn, they did not think it ad- 
visable to organize a permanent force, as 
the maintenance of three such Regiments 
would cost as much as the whole Militia 
under the present system. The training 
of the Militia would give quite sufticient 
power, and there was an appropriation 
for the maintenance of two Garrison Bat. 
teries of 100 men each. Half a Battery 
would be stationed at Toronto, a full Bat- 
tery at Kingston, and half a Battery on St. 
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Helens Island, Montreal. That Island 
would maintain all military stores which 
must be protected. This would not how- 
ever be a permanent service but would be 


| APRIL 


open to the whole Militia in rotation. 


The system would of course be open to 
improvement, as experience might require. 


With respect to Manitoba and British 


Columbia, they would be distinct military 
Districts. 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) was glad 
there was going to be no permanent force, 
but it was perfectly useless to keep up artil- 
lery and similiar branches of the military 
organization on the volunteer system, 
Garrison artillery were good, but field bat- 
teries were much more necessary, and both 
branches should be permanent, or at all 
events steps should be taken to render the 
army efficient, which certainly could not be 
done, if the men had only 8 days drill. As 
to the ballot it was impossible to have a 
volunteer corps containing a number of 
ballotted men. He asked what was the 
total amount of stores and arms available 
for the defence of the country in place of 
need. He was most anxious that the men 
should be thoroughly and _ efficiently 


equipped. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the active 
militia were all armed with the Snider rifle 
to the number of about 42,000. They had 
6,000 others in reserve, and he should ask 
an appropriation for an additional supply. 


' They had purchased from the Imperial 


Government stores to the value of £170,000 


sterling, which had to be paid in three 
- years. 


The usual amount was asked for 
the maintenance of the militia, and, in case 
cf emergency, they would have a sufficient 
accumulation of stores to last until further 


supplies could be obtained. Any bodies of 


men who would remain in camp for 1d 
days would obtain their $8 and their ra- 
tions also, The time for the annual drill 
was fixed according to the report of the 
Deputy Adjutant Generals. ‘lhe Govern- 
ment allowed acertain amount of assistance 
to officers who went to an expense to pro- 
vide a band. 

Mr. BROWN understood it was optional 
whether 8 days or 16 days drill should be 
undertaken, 

Ilion. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—The Gov- 
ernment did not mtend to enforce 15 days’ 
drill m camp against the wishes of the men, 
but there was no doubt that if the option 


was given the majority would go through 


the 15 days drill. 

Mr. BOWELL thought the system would 
prove a failure, as where an optional order 
was received it was seldom received plea- 
santly, whereas, if there werea definite 
order, there would be no difficulty. 

Mr. MACKENZIE approved of the de- 
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cision that there should be no standing 
army. As to the staff appointments last- 
ing for five years, he thought it could not 
be carried out. Officers would not remove 
from their homes to discharge the duties 
of Brigade Major or Deputy Adjutant Gen- 
eral, and the consequence would be, that 
the positions would be filled by inexperi- 
enced and inefficient persons. He thought 
the duties of Brigade Major and Deputy 
Adjutant General could well be discharged 
by one officer. He thought the optional 
system of camping would involve the 
breaking up of the brigade camps alto- 
gether,as some would agree and some would 
dissent, and their should he no order other 
than definite precise orders. He thought 
that brigade camps were far more valuable 
than battalion camps for purposes of effic- 
jent drill. He regretted the militia esti- 
mates, the most important of all estimates, 
had been left to so late a period of the 
session. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER believed the hon. 
member for Lambton gave the utmost con- 
sideration to this subject, but he thought 
the House should not be repeatedly told 
that England had entirely withdrawa her 
troops. Though he regretted the 
policy of concentration that had been 
adopted by England, it must not 
be forgotten what she was doing at 
Halifax, and the troops left at Quebec, 
so that the system had not been carried 
out in entirety in respect to Canada. He 
reminded the hon. member for Lambton of 
his expressions on a previous occasion in 
recognizing the zeal of the Adjutant Gen 
eral, and the great efficiency of the Militia 
Department, in the occurtences of the past 
summer. Ofcourse they had not a War 
Department, out he believed the militia 
system was fully equal to any emergency 
that was likely to arise. 

Mr. MACKENZIE was quite ready to say 
that it was not possible for any gentleman 
to conduct the militia affairs better than 
the present Adjutant General, but he had 
aright to call attention to anything of 
which he did not approve. He considered 
the militia enrollment two years ago a com- 
plete farce which had in no way increased 
the efficiency. There must bein some way 
an efficient service, but he was not disposed 
to support any crotchets. 


Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said the 5 years 
appointments to the staff applied to the 
paid officers only, and it was absolutely 
necessary that those officers should be 
efficient. The country did not require a 
standing army, but there must be a suiticient 
training to secure efficiency. He did not 
believe the Imperial Government would 
abandon Canada in any degreee, but mere- 
ly concentrated their troops for Imperial 
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purposes. He hoped the member for| Branch had secured the service of 
Lambton would afford the Minister of Mili-| Colonel French who would give his | 
tia every assistance, and consider the esti- | attention to the Artillery organization 
mates fairly. throughout the country. With re- 

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said the expendi- | gard to Isle aux Nois the Government did 
ture must be fairly considered, but effici- | Not intend to occupy itasa place of defence, 
ency must be secured, though no standing | 2nd the whole armament had been trans- 
army was required. There must be | fered to St. Helens Island, Montreal. 


a volunteer force to form a nucleus Mr. MASSON [Terrebonne], asked 
to fall back on in time of need, |} what amount had been paid for the arma- 
and that nucleus was now to be con-/ ments of the Forts handed over? 
sidered. The artillery branch deserved Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER gaid a 
special consideration, as its importance | yery small amount had been paid, nearly 
was fully shown by the recent events in | the yalue of the metal. 
Sure re, e Woull ea piherefore, WRAEhSr 1 ity KR e A hee eet et ee 
the number of batteries would be increased ? Department the military works would be 
As to the question of camps, ne Sd ake put? 
that unless the matter was made compul. , Ae ate ‘ 
sory it would be a failure. He thought 16 | Hon. Sir GEORGE K. Beno s ag 
days’ drill was too great an increase at once, | property would be taken care of by Cols. 
and that the ordinary drill should be in. | french and Wily, assisted by local officers. 
creased gradually ; and it was too On the item of $55,440 for salaries of 
much to ask a man to take half a dol- | military branchand district staff, and $30,- 
lar a day when at drill when he might earn | 000 for salaries of Brigade Majors, includ- 
a dollarand a halfat home. ing three Brigade Majors for Manitoba and 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that the | British Columbia, 
House should go into Committee, and on Hon. Sir,GEORGE E, CARTIER explain. 
the motion of Sir George E. Cartier, the | ed that it was absolutely necessary to ap- 
House went into Committee, Mr. Stephen- | point officers for Manitoba and British Col- 
son in the chair :— umbia. 
Mr. JOLY asked about Isle aux Nois After some conversation the items were 
whether it should not be occupied or com. | carried. ' 
pletely dismantled. Mr. SPROAT supported, the proposed 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said with | changes in the system. f 
regard to the 15 days drill, the Government | The following items were then carried. 
had thought of the objection to theoption- | , $47,000 for allowances for drill instruc- 
al drill, The estimates were only for, | ton; $69,000 for millitary schools; $139,- 
such Battalions as should be found willing | 109 for ammunition; and $130,000 for 
to take the 15 days drill and tken the | Clothing. 
order to those Battalions, would be definite On the Item of $85,683 for Military 
and compulsory. He maintained that the | stores and storage, Mr. ROSS (Prince 
Canadian Militia system was the best system | Edward,) spoke of the bad accommodation 
in the world, and he read a letter he had | given for storage to the rural Battalions, 
previously referred to from Mr. Reade | who were very much neglected. 
the Registrar of Her’ Majesty’s Judicial} Hon! sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said if 
Committee, and Editor of the Edinburgh | a memorandum were left of the complaint, 
Feview, expressing the highest opinion of | the matter should receive attention. 
the Canalian system—as to the enrolment Item of $60,000 for public armories car- 
which the‘member for Lambton had termed | pied. 
useless. If France had had that system she . r . . 
might have been saved. It cutee a On the item. oF epg O0) ie cea rer 
reserve from which might be drawn any 
number of men in time of need and the 
expenditure was as nothing compared with 
fie advantage. The rile “of elie 5 dite ROLY, OY et der from head quarters. ? 
Service would apply only to the paid staff, Hon. Sir GEORGE EK. CARTIER said the 
and would introduce new blood, and en- | Government was providing for 16 days 
courage officers thoroughout the country drill in camp, and those who agreed: to 
who took great interest in these matters, | this would receive $8 and rations. 
After the 5 years, however, any officer was Mr. KIRKPATRICK thought the drill 
competent for reappointment. The Gov- | should be 12 days. 
ernment could not establish a military | Item carried. 
academy at present. With respect to the On the Item $75,000 for contingencies 
Artillery, the Government being thorough- | and general service—not otherwise provid- 
ly impressed with the importance of the | ed for, 


Hon. Mr. Blanchet. 


and camp purposes, Mr. ROSS (Prince 
Edward) thought 12 days drill was enough. 
and should be made general and compul. 
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Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) asked what 
would be the prizes for the Battalions and 
the Rifle Associations ? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 


_ system would be the same this year as 


last, so as to encourage practice among 
the battalions. After this year the money 
for the Dominion Rifle Association would 
cease, but three Provinces had already 
had the benefit of it, and Nova Scotia 
still remained; after that the amount 
would be given to the battalions. 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the 
amount to the Rifle Association, and said 
the House had been promised last year 
that the vote would not be asked again. 

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) thought Nova 
Scotia should certainly have the benefit of 
the amount, as the other Provinces had 
enjoyed it. 

Mr. CHIPMAN said Nova Scotia had a 
right to the money—it was no favor and 
the original arrangement should be carried 
out. | 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON thought the real ques- 
tion was the utility of theDominion matches, 


and he doubted that utility very much. 


As, however, there had been three matches, 
there should be another for Nova Scotia, 
but thought this should be the last time 
the vote should be asked. 

Mr. MACKENZIE had no knowledge 
whatever of any arrangement that each 
Province should have its turn. 

‘ After some further conversation the 
item passed. 

The following items then passed :— 

$5,000 for targets, and $20,000 for drill 
sheds and rifle ranges; $12.000 for barrack 


_ accommodation; $2,607 for Military Sur- 


vey ; $5,000 to meet expense of damages 
to arms; $25,000 for gunboats; $12,590 
for care and maintenance of properties 
transferred from the Ordnance; $142,055 
for improved fire arms; $33,606 for® Ord- 
nance and equipment of artillery; and 
$75,000 for pay, maintenance, and equip- 
ment of two batteries of garrison artillery. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he had not criti- 
cised the individual items, but thought the 
whole scale objectionable. 

The Committee then rose, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again to-mor- 
row. / 


Mr. CHIPMAN asked why the Militia 
General Order of 24th February last does 
not include areturn of the best and second 
best shots for 187U in Nova Scotia. and 
whether any return thereof has been made 
by the Deputy Adjutant General for that 
district ? 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER read the 
answer as follows: ‘A return of the best 
and second best shots was received from 
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Deputy Adjutant General commanding 
Military District No. 9, Nova Scotia, which 
was incomplete, and has been returned to 
Nova Scotia for further information, but no 
answer has, as yet, been received. 

The House adjourned at 11:30 p.m. 


Supplies. 


THE SENATE. 
Taurspay, 6th April, 1871. } 


The SPEAKER took 
o'clock. 

After routine, 

The following Bills were read a third 
time and passed :— Vaudreuil Railway Bill, 
To incorporate the B@flford District Bank, 
Western Bank, Metropolitan Bank; Act to 
combine the financial affairs of the Great 
Western Railway; to incorporate the Bank 
of Liverpool; to incorporate the Sun Insu- 
rance Company of Montreal. 

An Act to amend the Act on Duties and 
Customs was read a first time. 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN moved that the Isolat- 
ed Risk Insurance Company Bill be referred 
back to Committee for amendment.—~ Lost 
on. division. 

The Bill was read a third tims and passed. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved that the 
time for receiving reports on Private Bills 
be extended to 11th April.—Carried. 

The foliowing Bills from the Commons, 
were read a first time :— 

Act concerning Payment of Money to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Act for Settlement of the Affairs of the 
Bank of Upper Canada. 

Act concerning Fishing by Foreign Ves- 

ls. 
bes relating to the Harbour of Quebec. 

Inanswer to enquiries by Hon. Mr. Hazen, 

Hon. Mr CAMPBELL replied that the 
survey of the Bay Verte Canal was in charge 
of Mr. Baillargé, and would probably be 
finished ina month. It cost up to the 
present time $9,115. There was no estim- 
ate of the cost when concluded. 

In answer to Hon. Mr. Bourinot, 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the reports of 
the Engineers at False Bay Beach would 
be laid before Parliament before proroga- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated the Bill for 
the regulation of the Library would be 
submitted in a few days. 

In answer to Hon. Mr. Sanborn, 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated the session 
would likely be closed on Wednesday next. 

The House adjourned till Saturday. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 5. That the restriction of the right of 

| pre-emption to ‘surveyed ” and unappro- 

‘uurspay, April 6th, 1871. | priated public lands in Manitoba, while 

| thiseright is secured by Act of Congress to 

After Routine, : : ' settlers in the unsurveyed as well as the 

Mr. KEELER asked when will the light- surveyed lands of the United States will 

houses of Lake Ontario be lighted for the | tend to discourage settlement in that Pro- 

purposes of navigation for the present sea- vince, especially in view of its small area, 

son. its large reserves, its northerly climate, 

Hon. Mr. TUPPER said, in consequence | and its distance from the market of the 
of the prospect of an early opening of navi- | world. 


gation, instructions had already been issued 6. That the exclusion of Foreigners 
for the purpose. from the rights of ‘‘pre-emption’’ and 


Mr. POPE moved an address fora return | “homestead” in Manitoba, while they are 
of municipalities entitled to indemnity | freely admitted to these rights in the 
under the Seigniorial Act, according to the | States and Territories of the American Re- 
EO ya public, is practicaily to exclude them from 
Liat pind: the Province, and to contradict anu annul 


Ree eon Gate " the policy approved by the House in vot- 
Mr, SAY ARY moved yor SPLEEN Lala ing tah Pear emigration agents 
respecting the duty or liability of the]. ay bri S 
Dominion or Local Governments to defray Bee, a satan ahi 
ana a Tyint ~« That while the best lands of the 
the cost of criminal prosecutions. C : 5 fie tame ee 
Carried after a short discussion. FOWL 1) I EVATID Fe OU ait ee 
70 cents per acre, and in Quebec at prices 
THE NORTH WEST TERRITORY. ranging from 60 to 20 cents per acre, 
the regulation which fixes the minimum 
Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL moved the | price of public lands in the distant Pro- 
House into Committee of the whole to con- | vince of Manitoba at one dollar per acre, 
sider the following resolutions : will discourage emigration to that Pro- 
1. That it appears from an Order in | vince, discriminating, as it does, in favour 
Council and Memorandum of the Ist of | of the older Provinces, and is in direct 
March, 1871, transmitted by His Excel- | opposition to the policy of “free grants” 
lency the Governor General for the infor- | and ‘‘cheap lands for settlement,’? which 
mation of this House that the system ap- | the people of this Dominion, through their 
proved by an Order in Council of the 23rd | Local Legislatures, have recently and dis- 
September, 1869, for the survey and sub- | tinctly affirmed. 
division of Townships in the North West 8. That the assumption of authority by 
Territory, has been materially altered to | the Executive Government to prescribe 
the disadvantage of intending settlers. oaths to settlers to authorize its agents to 
2. That the area of Townships has been | administer such oaths, and to declare 
reduced from eight miles square, to six | guilty of perjury all persons who may false- - 
miles square, and each quarter section or | ly swear them, is illegal and unconstitu- 
lot from two hundred acres to one hundred | tional, inasmuch as the right to prescribe 
and sixty acres. oaths, inflict penalties or extend the crim- 
3. That the allowance for roads which | inal law, belongs exclusively to Parlia- 
under the former system was added to, | ment, 
and included in the section, thereby leav- Reselved,—That an humble Address be: 
ing the location and direction of roads to | presented to His Excellency the Governor 
the judgment of future settlers[as under | General, praying to provide for the issue 
the American system] has been limited to | ofamended regulations for the survey, dis- 
one chain in width, and ordered ‘‘to be | tribution, settlement and sale of lands in 
set out and allowed between all townships | Manitoba, pursuant to the foregoing Re- 
and sections ’’ without any reference to | solutions. 
their utility or convenience. He said that the existing regulations 
4, That the proposed distribution of the | were such as to interfere with the settle- 
1,400,000 acres appropriated by Act of Par- | ment of the North West. Whether through 
liament ‘towards the extinguishment of | ignorance or through a set purpose, it 
the Indian Title to the lands in the Pro- | would seem as if this were the very object 
vince’ of Manitoba among all the half- | had in view. There was in the United 
breed residents instead of limiting the | States a pre-emption right by which it was 
said grant to and dividing it ‘among the | provided that a settler had the first right 
children of the half breed heads of “ fami- | to purchasing the land which he occupied 
lies residing in the Province at the time of | at a minimum price. ‘his privilege is now 
the transfer to Canada” is a violation of the | secured to squatters in the unsurveyed 
express conditions of the appropria- | parts of the North West, but the language 
tion and contrary to law. conveyed the impression that none but. 


Mr. Keeler. 
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subjects of Her Majesty by birth or natura- 
lization were entitled to it. He thought if 
it were a sound policy to invite foreigners 
to settle amongst us, they should be enti- 
tled todo so on the same footing as our 
own citizens. He did not wish to occupy 
the time of the House, but he would like 
to refer to an order in Council, by which 
a system or scheme of survey had been 
agreed upon. Under that system, the lots 
and townships were too small in extent. 
The farms consisted of 160 acres cf land, 
and the townships were only six miles 
square. It would present difficulties m 
municipal government, and would inter- 
fere with the settlement of the Province, 
the farms being too small. Another matter 
he objected ' to, . was laying 
out the future roads on _ the 
map. In the United States experience 
had proved that it was better to leave it 
to the settlers to decide where roads should 
berun. The experience of Ontario was 
against the system of rectangular roads. 
Government had assumed the right to 
take the 1,400,000 acres and distribute it 
in their own way, among another class, to 
that intended. It was the desire to 
resist the assumption of power which in- 
duced him to draw — attention 
to the matter. Considering that 
in Ontario the public lands were offered 
at 70 cents per acre it was preposterous 
_toask $1 per acre for land 1,000 miles 
further west, and whatever hon. gentle- 
men might say the people would not be- 
lieve that they desired to see that country 
thickly settled while they charged somuch 
for the land. Ontario offered very pas. 
sible inducements to induce settlers by 
way of easy payment, while in Manitoba 
lands could not be obtained under $1 per 
acre cash. With regard to the adminis- 
tration of oaths, the executive Govern- 
ment had no power to administer oaths, 
which ‘could only be obtained by Legisla- 
tive enactment, and the course taken by 
the Government in this respect was not 
eorrect. He hoped the Government 
would at all events amend the resolutions 
in three respects; first, to secure the pre- 
emptive right of allsettlers whether upon 
surveyed or unsurveyed lands: second, 
that both pre-emptive and homestead 
rights would be made free and accessible 
both to subjects and foreigners; and 
third, that the price of the public lands 
should be considerably reduced. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS was unable to con- 
cur in the view taken in the second and 
third resolutions, and thought the change 
in the size of the lots would be very bene- 
ficial. The country lay alongside a terri- 
tory in which the same system was adopt- 
ed, and there was no doubt that 160 acres 
of good prairie land were fully equal to 
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200 acres of the ordinary land in Ontario. 
| The system being the same as that adopt- 
/ ed in Minnesota and Dacotah, was well 
known to the class of emigrants that was 
to be attracted, and this was a strong 
argument in favour of its adoption in Mani- 
toba, The honourable member for Lanark 
had objected to the allowances for roads, 
but the plan had worked most admirably 
in Quebec and Ontario, and though it was 
not in force in the United States, many of 
the American surveyors had expressed 
their approval of it, and the Government 
thought they could not do better than 
adopt asystem which had proved so accep- 
table. As to the allotment of the land 
among the half-breeds, the hon. member 
had objected to the interpretation put 
upon the Act in that respect by the Order 
in Council, but the terms of the Act fully 
justified the Order in Council, and it 
“was certainly desirable that the term 
‘children of the half-breeds’’ should in- 
clude all children whether of mature age 
or not. As to the exclusion of foreign- 
ers from the right of pre-emption and 
homestead, he believed the member forLan- 
ark was to some extent correct in his views, 
but not entirely. The Government were 
willing to go as far as the States in this 
matter. In Canada an alien required to 
reside a certain period in the country, and 
to comply with the naturalization laws; in 
the States an alien could settle upon a lot 
of land, but his patent would not issue un- 
til after a period of three years. While, 
therefore, he believed every encourage- 
ment and facility should be afforded to 
settlers, it was necessary to retain some 
such safeguard as the Americans provided, 
and only a patent when the settler should 
have determined to assume ail the rights 
and obligations ofa British subject, and on 
the payment of a small fee necessary to 
cover the expense of survey. If, how: 
ever, the settler desired to obtain a title 
to his land at once he could do so by pay- 
ing $1 an acre. The American lands 
cost $1.25 an acre, and the Government 
had fixed the price in order to efier every 
encouragement for settlers, and taking 
care at the same time that the lands 
should not be undervalued. The House 
was unanimously agreed that these lands 
were valuable, and he considered it would 
be anything but true wisdom to under- 
value these lands. It was no hardship to 
ask a man to wait three years for his titie, 
when at the end of that time he received 
a practically free grant. The member fo1 
Lanark had objected that the regulations 
at present did not admit of entrance on 
unsurveyed lands. The original Act of 
Congress, after which the Canadian Act was 
framed, expressly provided that there 
should be no settlement on unsurveyed 
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lands, or on lands with respect to which 
the Indian title should not be extinct. 
‘There was an Indian title in Manitoba, and 
the matter had to be approached with the 
utmost delicacy, and witha view to secure 
a firm and binding union with the warlike 
tribes of Indians in that country, unless 
they wished a repetition of the scenes 
which had taken place in some of the 
Western States of America. The Gov- 
ernment had every desire to complete the 
survey, but they had to proceed very care- 
fully for this reason, so that settlers might 
take possesion of the linds without any 
fear of interference or danger. The mem- 
ber for Lanark had charged that the regu- 
lations seemed to be framed purposely to 
prevent settlement, but he could point to 
every action of the Government, their 
treatment of the volunteers, their desire 
to open a line of water communication, 
and every thing they had done to show 
that their earnest desire was to encourage 
emigration to the utmost extent possible. 
The objection that nad been taken in the 
matter of the administration of oaths 
could be very easily remedied. 

Mr. BOWELL desired to call attention 
to the regulations respecting volunteers. 
Only those of the two battalions settling 
under the homestead rights, were entitled 
to the 160 acres grant. Those volunteers 
who had been discharged, and those who 
did not become actual settlers were not 
entitled to the grant. He was sure this 
was not the object of the Government. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Hear, hear. 

Mr. BU) WELL took this as a favorable 
indication that the Government would so 
amend the Act as to include all the volun- 
teers who had been connected with the 
Red River expedition. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER assured _ his 
hon. friend that it was the intention of the 
Government to deal in the most liberal 
manner with all the volunteers. even ex- 
tending to those at St. Helen’s Island who 
had showifY a disposition to go to Red 
River with the expedition. ‘The only ones 
who would not be entitled to free grants 
were those who had been discharged for 
misconduct, and he was happy to say there 
were very few such cases. Free grants 


would be given without conditions of set- ! 


tlement to all others, and this would not 
deprive them of the right of securing an 
additional lot in the same manner as other 
settlers. The price of $1 per acre was put 
on the land in order to prevent mere spec- 
ulators from getting hold of the lands, 
These regulations had been adopted after 
mature consideration of the American 
system, and would be well suited for the 
speedy settlement of the Province. Actual 
settlers received free grants, and it was 
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only actual settlers that the Government 
wished to encourage in taking up lands. 
They desired to exclude land companies 
from monopolizing large tracts. It was 
the British North American land company 
which had impeded the settlement of the 
Eastern Townships and the Government 
wished to guard against a repetition of 
such speculations in the future, so far as 
the North West was concerned. He was 
glad the hon. member for Lanark had 
brought this matter before the House in 
no party spirit, but with the object of 
amending regulations which had heen 
framed in haste and in which some clerical 
errors, he observed had been made. 

Dr. SCHULTZ said he feared he might be 
considered presumptious in addressing the 
House so late inthe session, yet, he was 
encouraged todo so by the information 
that this matter had been delayed some- 
what. awaiting the arrival of the Manitoba 
members. In giving his views upon it, 
he would simply refer to the principle 
adopted as shown by the Orders in Council. 
And first, he would refer to the order re- 
lating to the system of surveys. 
He stated decidedly and  con- 
fidently that in his belief, and in the 
belief of the people he represented, the 
plan of survey of the Province of Manitoba 
was superior to that of the Province of 
Ontario (hear, hear). There could be no 
reasonable doubt that the Americans had 
adopted the true principle in the matter of 
survey, and that it was the best adopted 
toa prairie country, There was no doubt, 
too, that it would be found as advantage- 
ous on the north side of the boundary line, 
as it had been proved to be on the south 
of it. Had the Province of Manitoba been 
as large as he had hoped it would have 
been, he would have been of opinion that 
townships eight miles square with two hun- 
dred acre lots would have been better than 
six miles square townships, with 160 acre 
lots. But, remembering that the Province 
was small, and that one-twentieth of the 
lands were set apart for the Hudson's Bay 
Company, it was better that the lots should 
be small (hear). The regulation reserving 
woodlands, and permitting settlers on 
prairie lands to purchase 40 acres each of 
this woodland reserve, was an excellent 
provision. With respect to road allow- 
ances, he had very little practical experi- 
ence, but he would give the experience of 
the settlers in the Western States. Before 
a country was settled and before lands be- 
came valuable it made very little difference 
where the roads ran, but in a well-settled 
country, it was a different matter. In con- 
versation witha very intelligent settler in 
Minnesota, he had beenassured that this 
regulation had become avery objec'i able 
feature indeed in the more settle1 parts of 
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the State. It was all 
public to run the road in the most direct 
line, but it was not so pleasant to the man 
through whose land the road ran. He 
gave an instance of where a Democrat who 
lived in a Republican neighbourhood had 
a road run through his lot, not because it 
was necessary to locate it there, but because 
he differed in politics from his neighbors 
(laughter). If he were allowed to make a 
suggestion, he would recommend the Goy- 
ernment to increase the road allowance 
from one chain to one and a half in width, 
‘Few in this House, perhaps, had any prac- 
tical experience of prairie countries, and 
he could assure them that it made a very 
great difference whether these roads were 
-broad or not in Manitoba. Existing roads 
were two chains wide, and in 
they varied from 80 to 100 feet in width, 
In prairie countries, the surface of the 
prairie, untouched by the plough and 
Shovel, made the best roads—it was 
impossible to construct a better. The 
matted roots of the grass of centuries had 
made a turf that lacked,indeed, the firmness 
of a macadamized road, but had while it 


___. lasted a springiness which served far better. 


After cutting through one track with wag- 
gon wheels, a new track could be chosen. In 
Winter, too, when the fences were too close 
together, the road became drifted, so that, 
until late in the spring, after the melting 
of the last of the snow, they were rendered 
impassable. If Government would consent 
to make the breadth of the road one and a 
half, instead of one chain in breadth, it 
would please the people he represented, 
and, he believed, the whole of Manitoba. 
With respect to the grant of 1,400,000 
acres to the half-breeds he was instructed 
by his constituents to thank the Govern- 
ment. He might explain that the peo- 
ple in his constituency were almost entire- 
ly of mixed race. He was also instructed by 
them to say that they did not believe the 
stories against the volunteers, and that 
they were anxious to have them remain 
and settle in the Province (cheers). He 
might say, in addition for his constituents, 
that they had some hesitation in accepting 
this grant of 1,400,090 acres. They feared 
that it would bring them into collision 
with the Indians, the lands being for the 
extinction of the Indian title. ‘They said, 
that unless the Indian claim was disposed 
of there was no chance ot the grant being 
of any practical use to them, the Indians 
must be satisfied in the matter, and he 
was anxious to have some_ satisfactory 
assurance on this point. He hoped it 
would be given before the discussion 
closed. With respect to the distribution 
of lands, he believed the Government 
regulation would please the people of Man- 
itoba. He might mention, with respect to 
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the census, that the belief in Red Riyor 
settlement was that the census latel y taken 
there, was somewhat incorrect, T hey did 
not say it was wilfully done (hear), but 
from the hasty manner in which it had been 
done and from the fact that it was 
taken for a special purpose, there 
were very grave inaccuracies in it, and he 
would be very glad to be assured that the 
census now about to be taken throughout 
the Dominion would be extended to Mani- 
toba as well, (hear, hear). He referred to 
the settlement of the Crown Lands, and 
expressed his gratification at the assurance 
of the Government that precautions would 
be taken against permitting speculators 
to buy up land in Manitoba. He men- 
tioned as an instance of the evils of per. 
mitting such men to get hold of large 
tracts of country, a place in Minnesota, 
where on one side of the road there was a 
prosperous settlement, while. the other 
side of it was yet a wilderness through 
being in the hands of what a resident in 
the neighborhood called ‘the cussed 
speculators.’’ (A laugh). He hoped the 
Government would take every necessary 
precaution to prevent the lands in the 
North West from falling into the hands 
|} of the *‘ cussed speculators.”” He hoped 
there would be nogrounds for further ob- 
jections respecting settlers from foreign 
countries, Manitoba should be placed in 
a position to compete with the Western 
States in securing emigration from 
Europe, and all settlers should be allowed 
equal privileges in the North West. If his 
suggestion on this point and his recom. 
mendation respecting road allowances were 
adopted, he would be perfectly satisfied 
with the Government resolutions. It 
seemed to him that the reservation of the 
woodlands was a most important and much 
needed provision—a provision which, if 
the inhabitants of Manitoba had not got, 
would have given rise to very grave diffi- 
culties in future. Immediately after the 
survey of the lands, those lands might be 
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taken up if the Government had not 
adopted this method, thus _ great- 
ly embarassing settlers coming  after- 


wards. The departure from the American 
system in this matter was, he believed, a 
wise one. He hoped that settlement in 
the North West, for a time, would be con- 
fined to Manitoba, and that no encourage- 
| ment should be given to settle outside of 
jit. There was no doubt that the Indians 
| were, if not in an excited stave, at least in 
a very unquiet state, not that they feared 
that the Government would deal unfairly 
with them, but they were anxious to know 
what policy would be adopted towards 
them. He would be very much pleased if 
| the Government should give some outline 
of what that policy was to be (cheers. ) 


| 
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Hoa. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it was 
the determination of the Government, as 
soon as the House should be prorogued, to 
send a commissioner who was acquainted 
with the Indian character to Manitoba at 
once, and make such a treaty with the In- 
dians who might be interested in the lands 
in Manitoba, that full security would be 
given to anyone who would obtain under 
these regulations any loty:i)in waiphe 
Province (hear, hear), and not only 
that, but the Government policy was to 
settle as much as they could with the In- 
dians outside of Manitoba in the North 
West chear). 
the fair region borderi: g on each side of 
the Sascatchewan should be settled as soon 
as possible, they would take care that the 
settlers should be secured against being 
disturbed in the enjoyment of their pro- 
perty. With respect to the road allow- 
ances, the Government would give full 
consideration to the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Lisgar (hear, hear). 

Dr. SCHULTZ expressed his gratification 
at the explanations of the Hon. Minister 
of Militia and especially those relating to 
the volunteers [hear hear]. He certainly 
thought that the liberality with which the | 
Government had treated the volunteers 
had been perfectly deserved by them 
[cheers], certainly if any class of men de- 
served the most favourable treatment at 
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; ‘ Registrar 
For instance, in order Z| 


the hands of the Government, and to be 
recognized by the country, it was the vol- 
unteers who went to the Red River settle- 
ment. He was pleased that the concession 
had been made and the explanation offered 
[hear, hear]. 

Mr. OLIVER objected to the clause 
permitting half breeds to take up lands at 
eighteen years of age, while whites were 
not permitted to do so before attaining 
their majority. He believed that no dis- 
tinction should be made between the dif- 
ferent races. 

The House rose for recess at six o’clock. 


: AFTER RECESS. 
On the 
ELECTION BIIL, 


Hon. Sir GEORGE HE. CARTIER said 
since the previous discussion some amend- 
ments had been suggested with regard 
to the list of electors, a difficulty having | 
arisen in consequence of a duplicate list 
not being really a certified copy of a list. 
He was therefore prepared to introduce an 
amendment as follows: Any copy of the 
voters list certified as being a true copy 
thereof by the Clerk, Treasurer or Secre- 
tary Treasurer having made or having the 
custody of the original, shall be held to 
be a duplicate of such voter’s list for all 
the purposes of this Act, as respects the 
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election of members to serve in the House 
of Commons. To meet other objections 
he would also propose the following 
amendments: Any Registrar who shall 
deliver to a Deputy Returning Officer any 
list of voters which shall not be conform- 
able to the duplicate or certified copy ofa 
voters list deposited in the office of such 
Registrar at least one month before the 
date of the writ of election, shall incur 
a penalty of $400 for each copy so 
delivered. Any Clerk, Treasurer, or Sec- 
yetary-Treasurer who shall deliver to any 
any list of voters’ which shall 
not be conformable to that remaining in 
record in the office of such Clerk, Treasur- 
er or Secretary-Treasurer, shall for each 
list so delivered incur a penalty of $400. 
The penalty hereby imposed shall be 
recoverable and appropriated in the man- 
ner provided by the 6th chapter of the 
Consolidated Statutes of the late Province 
of Canada with respect of penalties of like 
amount enforced by that chapter. The 
foregoing provisions of this section shall 
apply only to elections for the House of 
Commons of Canada, and to voters lists to 
be used at such elections. With regard 
to Nova Scotia, the laws prevailing of the 
lst July, 1867, would be reverted to, and 
the ballot which had since been introduc- 
ed would be discontinued. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that he 
agreed with the amendments .pro- 
posed to a _ very great extent. 
He thought it unnecessary, however, that 


two Justices of the Peace should re- 
cognise the lists to make them legal, and 
he thought one Justice enough. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he 
would introduce an amendment to that 


‘effect. 


Hon. Mr. DORION was perfectly satis- 
fied with this, but regretted this Bill 
should be brought up now, instead of 
bringing up a complete Bill on settled 
principles when there was plenty of time 
for discussion. He did not think there 
was any necessity for the amendment in- 
flicting a penalty for a falsified list as the 
law already made it a misdemeanor. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that 
considering the previous amendment this 
provision was necessary. 

Hon. Mr. DORION did not object to it, 
but thought it unnecessary. 

Mr. CAMPBELL thought the principle 
being ceded, the House should go 
at once into Committee and con- 
sider the amendments. On the sug- 
gestion of Hon. Sir Geo. EK. Cartier, 
he would explain the amendment he was 
going to propose. At the time of the 
Union, a revised list was prepared in Nova 
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Scotia, and after scrutiny 


a complete regis- 


_ terwas formed on which the elections 


were heid. He proposed to give the 
franchise to every one enjoying it at the 
time of the Union, irrespective of subse- 
quent legislation of the Local Government. 
Although there might not be a general 
election before another Session, vacancies 
might occur, and it was therefore necessary 
that a proper law shouldexist. To accom- 
plish his object, he proposed to appoint a 
Commissioner for each district in Nova 
Scotia, to make their voters lists exactly 
what they would have been under the laws in 
force atthe Union. He did not of course 
propose to interfere with the Local elec- 
tions, but the Local Legislature had inter- 
fered with the elections for the Dominion 
Government, and he proposed to correct 
this. The parties that had been excluded 
lige all those having the “smell of Ca- 
nada ”’ 


Mr. JONES (Halifax), thought the Bill 
dealt with the electors of Nova Scotia most 
unfairly. It took from the people of that 
Province that control over their own affairs, 
which the other Provinces enjoyed. The 
ballot system had become the law of the 
land, and while the Bill ceded it to New 
Brunswick, it refused itto NovaScotia. In 
Quebec and Ontario, no employees of the 
Dominion Government enjoyed the fran- 
chise, and the same law existed in Nova 
Scotia, but was now to be taken away. He 
only asked that Nova Scotia should be 
placed in exactly the same position as the 
other Provinces. It was necessary that 
Nova Scotia should be protected from the 
influence and coercion of the heads of the 
departments at Ottawa, by disfranchising 
the employees of the Dominion Govern- 
ment altogether. He referred to the In- 
spection Law, as an instance of class legis- 
jation as while in every other city in the 
Dominion having a Board of Trade, the ex- 
aminers were appointed by that Board, in 
Halifax they were appointed by the Gov- 
ernor in Council. Nova Scotia proposed 
to disfranchise every one drawing their 
annual salary from the Dominion, but not 
those who were employed temporarily or 
drawing only a small amount. The Bill 
was partial and unfair, and he was ashamed 
that any member from Nova Scotia should 
acquiesce in it. He objected to the amend- 
ment of the member for Guysboro’, as 
placing the whole power in the hands of 
one Commissioner. For instance, if a 
Commissioner had to be appointed for 
Guysboro’, no doubt the member for 
that county would have an extreme 
partizan appointed, and there would be no 
check on him. The law ought to be gen- 
eral and the same throughout the Domin- 
ion: and he wanted to know whether the 
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people of Nova Scotia were not to hive the 
protection of their own laws. 


Mr. YOUNG said he was sorry the Goy- 
ernment was not prepared to provide that 
the elections should take place on one and 
the same day throughout the country, as 
their was no doubt that such a provision 
would do away to a great extent with out. 
side interference, and would prove a great 
benefit, and he should move an amend. 
ment to this effect. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE regretted very deeply 
that the member for Halifax should bring 
up day after day, topics which were only 
calculated to create irritation, without 
doing good. He complained that Nova 
Scotia was not to have the ballot. Did he 
not know that only last Session, the Local 
Legislature adopted the ballot, and this 
Session they had repealed it. 

Mr. JONES (Halifax)—No they have 
not. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the ballot was 
adopted a year ago, this year every mem- 
ber of the Government in the House of 
Assembly voted for its repeal, but the 
other House refused to accede. 

Hon Mr, HOWE said at all events the 
Bill had passed the popular branch by a 
majority. He desired tocall the attention 
of the House to the following contrast : 


_ When he stood at the head of the party in 


Nova Scotia, they fought the whole Domin- 
ron, and won the elections, though every 
man connected with the Dominion was 
against them, and now the hon. member 
for Halifax came up whinning for the dis- 
franchisement of Dominion officials. The 
hon. member had got in for his (Mr. 
Howe’s) old county, into which*he would 
not have set his foot without his (Mr. 
Howe’s) influence by a maj rity of nearly 
400, but recently Mr. Garvie, supported by 
Mr. Jones, ran the same county, and was 
left ina minority of fifteen. What had 
done this? Why it wes the wholesale 
abuse of him (Mr. Howe) behind his back. 
Of all the poor spectacles he had ever seen 
presented by any public man, he had 
never seen the equal of that presented by 
the hon. member for Halifax. He desired 
to disfranchise those who might have 
spent all their lives in their country’s ser- 


| vice, but who might vote against him and 


his precious party at the next election. 
The hon. member must remember that in 
this House he met a body of gentlemen, 
who knew how to speak and act on wider 
yiews than those by which his conduct was 
governed. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the same rule 
should hold in every section of the Do- 
minion. The question was not whether 
the Nova Scotia Government had acted 
from geod or bad motives, but whether 
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their act was consistent with the general 
law or not. In Ontario and Quebec cer- 
tain ofiicers of the Government were dis- 
franchised and no good excuse could be 
urged for enfranchising men holding simi- 
lar offices inthe Lower Provinces. The 
amendment proposed by the hon. member 
for Antigonish embodied a most danger- 
ousprinciple. It gave the Government 
power to appoint Ccmmissioners who 
might prepare voters lists and strike from 
it whoever they pleased. He (Mr. Mac- 
kenzie) approved of the motion of the hon. 
member for Halifax. It provided that 
the same machinery by which the local 
elections were managed shouid be employ- 
ed in the Dominion elections. He could 
not give his assent to the appointment of 
Commissioners by the Government. Such 
officers could hardly be expected to be 
impartial in making out the voters lists. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER was certain that 
the hon. member for Lambton had not 
appreciated the amendment of 
the honourable member for Guys. 
boro’. In 1867, the anti-unionists in 
Nova Scotia carried the elections. A com- 
plete revolution had taken place in public 
sentiment since. The object of this amend- 
ment was to appoint Commissioners to 
add to the voters’ lists names which hid 
within the last week been struck from 
them by the Local Legislature. The de- 
sire of the Government was to restore the 
election law to the position in which it 
stood in 1867. A 


Mr. MACKENZIE wished to know why 
these Commissioners were to be appointed 
in Nova Scotia alone. Why was it not 
done in Ontario ? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said a change had 
taken place in the basis of the franchise 
in Ontario. No such change had taken place 
in Nova Scotia. The same basis remained 
and all that was desired by this Bill was to 
aad to the list names which had been 
excluded by recent legislation in the Par- 
liament of Nova Scotia. It was absurd to 
expect that this House should a!opt the 
election laws of the Local Legislatures, for 
in Nova Scotia, the ballot was adopted one 
session and in the following session the 
new law was repealed. While the Bill 
recently passed in Nova Scotia disfranchis- 
ed the Dominion officials, it did not inter. 
fere with the employees of the Local Goy- 
ernment. It was for this reason that he 
desired to see the election law in Nova 
Scotia restored tothe condition in which it 
was in 1867, 

Mr. BLAKE said that Dominion officials 
in Ontario were disfranchised, while 
employees of the Local Government had 
the right of voting. Why not treat the 
two Provinces in the same way? Was it 
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right with the revelations of the other day 
to enfranchise Government officials ? The 
franchise meant freedom of choice, but 
these men had not such freedom. They 
were under the curse of being obliged to 
vote at the dictation of their employers, and 
not in accordance with experience and the 
dictates of their conscience. They were now 
asked to decide whether the Government 
should or should not be allowed to use 
their horde of officers as tools to prevent. 
the expression of public opinion in Nova 
Scotia (hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the question 
was a very clear one. ‘I'he Union Act. 
deciared that the elections should take 
place according to the laws in force in the 
different Provinces at the time of the 
Union until the Dominion Parliament 
chose to alter it. Several attempts had 
been made to change it, but it had not yet. 
been done. England had outgrown the 
prejudices which were now urged. Though, 
two years ago, the Government proposed 
to disfranchise Government officials, last. 
session, they adopted the opposite princi- 
ple. There was no analogy between the 
Legislatures of the States and Congress, and 
the different Provinces and the Dominion. 
The States were allowed a much wider 
field than the Provinces. The Local Legis- 
lature had no right to interfere with Domi- 
nion matters. The Government accepted 
the Ontario system, because there was 
nothing unfair or wrong, but in Nova Sco- 
tia, in order to prevent any men haying 
the smell of Cinada having any voice, they 
had declared that no employee of the 
Dominion Government should vote, but 
they had not disfranchised their own offi- 
cials. here were very many more local 
employees than Dominion employees, and 
the matter was not only a wrong but an 
insult. The Local Legislature might do 
what they liked in their own elections, but 
why should they interfere in Dominion 
elections ? 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the question was 
whether or not, it was right that employees 
of the Dominion Government should vote 
for members of that House. They could 
not doso in the greater portion of the 
Dominion, and why should they be allowed 
to do so in Nova Scotia. The English law 
had only allowed employees of the Govern- 
ment in consequence of the enormous 
extension of the franchise which rendered 
it unimportant, whether a comparatively 
small number of employees should vote or 
not. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the Canadian 
franchise was pretty nearly as extensive as 
the English. 


Mr. MILLS said there was a great differ- 
ence between these matters in England and 
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Canada, as to the position of heads and 
subordinate officials, so that the Govern. 
ment in England had nothing like the 
direct influence over their employees that 
existed in Canada. He had no objection 
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to the Government employees voting if 


only they had secret voting, but not other- 
wise—and so long as open voting existed 
they ought not to vote. This was already 
the case in Ontario and Quebec, and it 
ought to be the rule throughout the Domi. 
nion, 

Hon. Col. GREY said there was no ex- 
clusion in New Brunswick, and no diffi- 
culty had ever arisen. The principle had 
recently been adopted in England and it 
ought to obtain in the whole 
Dominion. True, they had ballot in New 


Brunswick, but Ontario and Quebec would. 


not adopt it. 

Mr. JONES (Halifax)—Is 
good ? 

Hon. Col. GREY said it was. 

Mr, JONES—Why do you not give it to 
us in Nova Scotia ? 

Hon. Col. GREY—We have, but you 
willnot keepit. You repealvdita few 
days ago 

Mr. JONES--No, we did not. 

Hon. Col. GREY said Nova Scotia legis- 
lators recently voted to repeal it. At any 
rate they in New Brunswick were content 
with the present system which they did 
not wish to see disturbed. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Antigonish) sup. 


the ballot 


ported the Government Bill, stating they 


did not wish to disfranchise anybody in 
Nova Scotia, but to enfranchise some al- 
ready disqualified by the Local Legislature. 
They had improperly disfranchised one set 
of officials, while leaving their own in pos- 
session of voters’ rights which required as 
much protection from them as that of 
Dominion officials did from Canadian 
Ministers. He disapproved of any class 
legislation of this kind, of any restriction 
of the franchise proposed. He 
criticized some features of the election 
laws in the different provinces, 
finding fault with the provisions of the 
Ontario Law. He contended there was 
nothing dangerous inthe app»intment of 
Commissicners to put in names wrongfully 
struck off. and remove others improperly 
putin by Provincial authorities, so as to 
leave the lists in the same condition as in 
1867. Gentlemen who contended for uni- 
formity in respect of disfranchisement of 
the Dominion officials in’ all the Provinces 
were inconsistent, as they hid advocated 
permission to th2 different Provinces to 
arrange the franchise as they pleased, in 
which case there would be no uniformity 
at all. 
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He believed he would be doing an | 
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injustice to a large class by supporting the 
proposal for their disqualification. 


Hon. Mr, ANGLIN said there was very 
little change proposed with regard to the 
Province of Ontario,the principal one being 
the completion of the polling on one day. 
They had been kept waiting week after 
week before legislating on this subject 
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just to undo what the people of Nova 


Scotia had done. He had differed with 
his confreres around him to the extent of 
believing a general election law should be 
brought in. The Government had not 
done so, but proposed an entirely differ- 
ent principle for Nova Scotia from that 
authorised for Qntario. The members 
from Nova Scotia seemed to tremble in 
their shoes lest the servants, he might say 
the slaves, of the Dominion Government 
should be deprived of the right to vote 


[cheers]. Nothing more conclusively 
showed the change that had taken 
place in the sentiments of these 


gentlemen who had come here determined 
to defeat the Dominion Government, or 
struggle to the last for the repeal of the 
Union, than the zeal now displayed for the 
enfranchisement of their officials in that Pro- 
vince. He contended that it would be 
better and fairer to the officials them- 
selves to deprive them of a right which 
the Canadian Government could secure 
the abuse of, at discretion. Recent 
events demonstrated the readiness with 
which this could be done. He maintained 
the propriety of a uniform system, disquali- 
fying ail Government Officials. At present 
Dominion employees swarmed in certain 
localit:es in the Lower Provinces, and their 
votes would be practically at the com- 
mand of the Canadian authorities. It 
would be monstrous to place the power 
contemplated in the hands of election 
Commissioners. It would be grossly per- 
verted for party purposes, and the recent 
vote in this House declaring wrong was 
right and black was white, showed the 
kind of redress they might expect at its 
hands in case of abuses of the sort most 
probable. This Bill, he believed, would 
bé tantamount to authorizing the Govern- 
ment of Canada to take such steps as it 
deemed necessary to secure the result of 
the forthcoming Provincial elections in its 
fayour (Opposition cheers). 

Mr. MACDONALD (Lunenburg) said a 
most important provision of the Bill had 
been overlooked. Since this Bill had first 
been introduced, a law had been passed in 
Nova Scotia changing the election law. 
Hon. gentlemen in this House were anxious 
to make the Dominion law conform to that 
change. It had been asserted that Do- 
minion officials swarmed in Nova Scotia. 
He denied that statement. In the County 
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of Halifax there were not more than ten or 
twelve altogether, and that County might 
be taken as a fair specimen of every con- 
stituency in the Province. If the princi- 
ple were correct that all Dominion officials 
ought to be disfranchised in Nova Scotia, 
let it be applied to all the Provinces. 
There were three times as many Local as 
Dominion officials. 
ment there was a sum of $400,000 at the 
command of the Local Government for the 
purchase of the forthcoming elections. 
Each constituency was allowed its quota 
of money for roads, bridges, &c., and each 
had a number of officiils administering 
these funds and discharging official duties. 
Let all these employees be excluded, if 
the principle were to be promulgated at 
all, The Local Legislature had made 
such changes and modifications as suited 
the requirements of the Local Government, 
apart altogether from any principle. 
Were we to be dragged at the tail of every 
Provincial Legislature, t> accept every 
change they chose to adopt? ‘The pre- 
sent Bill but proposed to carry out the 
law in force in 1867; not to change the 
basis of the representation, but merely to 
decide as to the right as to certain names 
to appear on the electoral lists. While 
Dominion officials were liable to be influ- 
enced by the wishes of Dominion Ministers, 
he denied that in all cases this was the 
result, and cited instances to the contrary. 
If the principle was to be adopted, let it 
be extended to the Local Government 
officials, including road Commissioners 
swarming in all the constituencies, and 
who, from the temporary character of their 
appointments, were more likely to be in- 
fluenced by Provincial Ministers than the 
Dominion officers in question by the heads 
of their departments (hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. DORION found fault with the 
provisions of the Bill changing the num- 
ber of electors for each polling place from 
600 to 200, and transferring from the 
municipality to the returning officer the 
power of subdivision in the case of an 
excess of this number. He urged the 
confinement of the polling within the 
limits of the territorial subdivision, so as 
not to draw voters away from their domi- 
ciles. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER defended 
the points assailed, stating the municipali- 
ties in Lower Canada in the past had 
neglected their duty in this respect. As 
the polling was reduced to one day, they 
were obliged to give for it all the facilities 
possible. He had no objection to putting 
a small distance between the polling 
booths, but there was no use in providing 
for the discharge by municipalities of 
duties which they would continue to 
neglect. 


Mr. Macdonald. 


[COMMONS] 


At the present mo-- 
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Hon. Mr. DORION repeated his argu- 
ments in favour of leaving the law as it 
stands, continuing to municipalities the 
power of making the necessary subdivis- 
ions; and he also proposed granting this 
authority to Returning Officers in case they 
neglected the duty; and also an arrange- 
ment preventing the assembling of more 
than 200 voters at any place. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON supported the argu- 
ments of the previous speaker, and pointed 
out the liability of the proposals of the 
Bill to abuse. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER promised 
to consider these suggestions, and an- 
nounce his conclusions at a later stage. 


Mr. BLAKE urged that the leaving of 
these matters to the municipality would 
result in securing the proper central loca- 
tion of the polling places, and the satis- 
factory creation of the sub-divisions. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER stated his 
willingness to accept some changes recom. 
mended, including some calculated to se- 
cure uniformity in the method of paying 
Returning Officers and greater economy. 

Mr. COSTIGAN proposed an amend- 
ment providing that where dual represen- 
tation was not in force, namely, in New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, any one hold- 
ing a seat in the Local Legislature should, 
before being nominated for a seat in the 
Commons, produce a certificate of his re- 
signation of his seat in the former. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER 
could be moved in concurrence. 


Hon. Mr. DORION gave notice that he 
would propose a few amendments ; first, 
Returning Officers in cities and towns 
should be selected from municipal counci- 
lors, and that in countries and ridings it 
should be either the Warden or 
Secretary-Treasurer, and in case those 
parties were disqualified, the Govern- 
ment should appoint whom they 
might; second, to disqualify all permanent 
officers of the Government receiving sal- 
aries from the Government; third, that 
contested elections should be tried before 
the ordinary tribunals of the country asin 
Ontario. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Antigonish) here re- 
plied sharply to a few remarks from Mr. 
Holton reflecting upon his consistency and 
abilities, stating he had always proved 
capable of defending himself either ou tside 
or inside of the House, and was not afraid 
of the member for Chateauguay, but was 
ready to meet him on any occasion. 

On motion of Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER, 
the Speaker then left the chair and re- 
ported the Bill as amended. Concurrence 
to be taken on Saturday. 


said it 
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EXTENSION OF THE MILITIA ACT TO MA- 
NITOBA AND BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


On motion of Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CAk- 
TIER, the House went into Committee on 
the Bill to extend the Militia Act to Mani. 
toba and British Columbia, which was read 
a third time and passed. ~ 


Routine 


SECOND AND THIRD READINGS. 


The following Bills were read a second 
and third time and passed: 
An Act to permit of the sale or lease of 
Rockwood Asylum. 
An Act respecting certain officers of the 
the Trinity House of Quebec. 


INLAND REVENUE. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. MORRIS the 
House went into Committee to consider 
- the following resolution : 

That it is expedient to amend the 19th 
section of the Act passed in the now last 
session of Parliament, chapter 9, respect- 
ing Customs and Inland Revenue, by re- 
ducing to sixty-three cents per gallon, the 
_ duty of excise of sixty-five cents per gallon 
thereby imposed on spirits manufactured 
from molasses in bond: and that such re- 
duction of duty shall take effect on and 
after the day of 

in the present year. 

The Report was received and the reso- 
lution referred for incorporation in the 
Bill. 


THE LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT. 


On motion of Hon. Sir GEO. E. CAR- 
TIER the House went into Committee to 
consider a resolution on the subject of the 
Library of Parliament, and the salaries of 
the Librarian and other officers and ser- 
vants. 

Resolution reported, when the Commit- 
tee rose. 

The House at twelve adjourned till Sat- 
urday. 


THE SENATE. 
Saturpay, April 8, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock. 

After routine, 

Hon. Mr. ODELL enquired to whom the 
Senate was indebted for the three beauti- 
ful specimens of art which now graced the 
Chamber, and who was_ responsible for 
their placement, as serious damage was 
done to the statue of Her Majesty by the 
gross carelessness and incompetency of 
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the person entrusted with erecting the 
statue. An employee of the Government 
who when remonstrated with on the slight- 
ness of the rope used for raising the statue 
said to him (Mr. Odell) that he knew his 
business, and was responsible. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST de- 
fended the employee. who was a French- 
man, with poor knowledge of English. 

-Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated that the 
statue and two busts were the property of 
and made by Marshall Wood, who asked 
leave to placethem where they were with 
the assistance of the Board of Works. He 
regretted that LaRose, the employee, 
should have shown impertinence to a 
member of the House. 

A number of bills from the Commons 
were read a first time. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL presented the 
report of the Director of Penitentiaries. 

The Insolvent Act Amendment Bill was 
taken into consideration. 


Hon. Messrs. DICKEY and Tessier re- 
marked upon the ill working of the whole 
measure. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN thought it was time 
it was repealed altogether. 


The Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

Customs Duties 
read a second time. 

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON hoped Me Act 
would determine the permanent policy of 
the Dominion, and we would never again 
see a tax on the necessaries of life, or for 
creating monopolies. 

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE would like to see 
agricultural implements included in the 
free list. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated that the 
Canal Commissioners’ report, with maps, 
would be distributed shortly. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved that the 
Clerk lay on the table an account of all 
sums paid to Senators for mileage and in- 
demnity this session. 

It being 6 o’clock, the House rose for 
recess: 


Amendment Bill was 


AFTER RECESS. 


The following Bills were read a third 
time and passed :— 

Fishing by Foreign Vessels. 

Quebec Harbour Improvement. 

Hudson Bay Company Loan. 

Trinity House, Quebec, Amended. 

Bank of Upper Canada Amendment. 

On Banks and Banking, 

Hon. Mr. RYAN presented and read a 
petition from the Montreal Board of Trade, 
praying for amendments. 
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Act for incorporating Commercial Bank, 
New Brunswick, was also passed. 
Kingston and Pembroke Railway and 
Windsor Board of Trade Bills were read a 
second time. 
The House adjourned at 8:30 till Mon- 
day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturpay, April 8, 1871. 


After routine, 

Hon Sir GEO, E. CARTIER said that it 
was the desire of the Government if assis- 
ted by the hon. members opposite to pro- 
rogue Parliament on Wednesday next. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that Govern- 
ment might safely assume that everyone 
in this House was anxious to have business 
brought to a close as soon as possible, but 
they owed a duty tothe public to give due 
. consideration to every measure brought 
before them, all of the most important 
orders on the papers were yet in a very 
incomplete state. The supplementary 
estimates were very large and he did not 
see how itwas possible that Parliament 
could be prorogued on Wednesday. The 
sessional indemnity was based on a session 
of one hundred days and it was rather un. 
fair thgt hon. members should endeavor 
to rush business through before the House 
was sixty days in session. 

The SPEAKER read a petition from 
Wma. Dease requesting the appointment of 
a Committee to examine into the elections 
in Provencher, for which he claimed to be 
the rightful member, on the ground that 
the person who proposed his opponent was 
not a qualified voter at the time and for 
other reasons. 


[COMMONS] 
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be referred back to Committee of the 
Whole with a view to provide that in the 
Province of Quebec the Returning officers 
in a city or town shall be one of the coun- 
cillors, in counties andridings the Warden 
and Secretary-Treasurer and that in the 
other Provinces the several officials who 


/are by-law now qualified to act at the 
local elections. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government could not accept this amend. 
ment, in consequence of the necessity 
of providing a temporary Act to 
meet the requirements of the Provinces 
later brought into the Union. It would 
be necessary to leave some discretion with 
the Government as to the appointment of 
officers. 


Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said this amend- 
ment ifadopted would be inconvenient in 
his county [Levis] on account of the fact 
that there were numbers of persons quali- 
fied for the position of Returning officers 
and it would be hard to decide which to 
take, 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said some good reason 
should be given for making a change like 
this. It was necessary there should be 
some discretionary power somewhere, and 
as the system had worked well, why should 
not the principles of the Union Act be 
adhered to. 


Mr. MACKENZIE denied that the sys- 
tem had worked well, as in his own county, 
a person had been appointed Returning 
officer, who was a strong partisan, and 
offensive to the majority of the people. If 
the Government would only leave the law 
as it stood before Confederation in the old 
Province of Canada, he would be fully 
satisfied. He thought the Government. 
would be better with the responsibility 


~ 


, taken off their shoulders. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON after a short discus- 


sion, said that the House could act upon 
the communication as ona regular elec. 
tion petition. 

The subject was dropped. 


THE ELECTION BILL. 


Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER moved the 
second reading of the amendments made 
in Committee of the Whole to the election 
Bill. He said. the Government had no 


objection to adopt the amendment of the | would be 


hon, member for Hochelaga, which was to 
give municipalities power to divide polling 
districts when necessary 

The House accoringly went into com- 
mittee to adopt the amendment. 

On the motion for concurrence, 

Hon. Mr. DORION moved that the re- 
port be not now concurred in, but that it 


Hon. Sir G. E. Cartier. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
} 
{ 


| 
{ 


| 
{ 
t 
| 
| 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he would infer 
from the remarks of the Hon. Minister of 
Inland Revenue that he was opposed to the 
reform of Mr. Baldwin in the old election 
law of the Province of Canada. The Hon. 
Minister of Militia, however, seemed to 
take a different and to his (Mr, Holton’s) 
mind a better view of it. The reform of 
Mr. Baldwin was to prevent the Govern- 
ment from abusing the control they had of 
the public patronage. It had been found 
to be a necessary reform, and, no doubt, it 
an equally wise provision to incor- 
porate in the Bill before the House. 


Mr. BLAKE instanced another case in 
which the system had not woiked well in 


| respect of the appointment of the Return- 


ing officer, who had_ been offered the posi- 


| tion by the first Minister of the Crown on 
condition that he would retire, he being 


then a candidate. He advocated that the 
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old system before Confederation should be 
reverted to. 


_ Hon. Mr. MORRIS condemned the 
introduction of any such statement as the 
last speaker had made of an offer being 
made by the first Minister of the Crown to 
induce a candidate to retire, at a time 
when the first Minister was not in his seat 
and could not reply to the assertion. He 
was quite sure that if that Minister were 
present, he would give the assertion a pro- 
per answer. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER sa‘d the law of Nova 
Scotia made the Sheriff the Returning 
Officer. The Sheriff was appointed an- 
nually by the Government of the day, and 
consequently it gave the Local Govern. 
ment great influence in the elections. He 
mentioned asan iastance of this, the last 
election of the Hon. Secretary of 
State for the Provinces, the hon. member 
for Hants. In that election Mr. Wilkins, 
the Attorney General for the Province, 
who was a _ violent anti-Unionist, travelled 
all the way from Halifax to Windsor, a 
distance of forty-five miles, to remind the 
Returning officer for Hants that he held his 
Office from the Local Government, and 
proceeded to place in his hands written 
instructions as to what he (Mr. Wilkins) 
contended was the law defining the duties 
of Returning officers to the House of Com- 
mons. An illustration of that kind was 
quite sufficient to show to this House the 
gross impropiety of giving such power to 
the Local Governments. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Did Mr. Wilkins 
succeed ? 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—No; the _ instruc. 
tions given to the Sheriff were so grossly 
illegal that he refused to obey them, and 
Mr. Wilkins himself could not enforce 
them, for he felt that he had jeopardised 
his position. A weaker man might have 
been frightened easier into obeying the 
instructions. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL was sorry that 
he could not concur with the arguments 
addressed from the Opposition side of the 
House. He believed that the Government 
should have the appointing of these 
officers, that they might hold them respon- 
sible if they should be guilty of undue in- 
terference in the elections. He did not 
think it was quite safe or prudent for the 
House to resign the control they possessed 
over these Returning officers. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE corroborated the state- 
ment of the Hon. President of the Council 
as to the proceedings taken in Nova 
Scotia at the elections, 

Mr. BARTHE was opposed to a uniform 
system throughout the Dominion, as what 
was suitable to one Province might not be 
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suitable to another. He was also opposed 
to give the Government discretionary 
power in the appointment of the Return- 
ing Officers. In his own county, for 
Instance, an officer was appointed person- 
ally opposed to him(Mr. Barthe) and great 
injustice had thus been done. The Goy- 
ernment had exercised an undue influence 
at the election in his county, and heshould 
support the amendment. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said if 
undue influence had been used he had no 
knowledge of it. The hon. member had 
done very wrong not to mention this 
sooner. He should have informed not only 
the Dominion Government but the Goy- 
ernment of Quebec if undue influence had 
really been exercised, so that the officer 


| at fault might have been discharged. 


Hon. Mr. DORION’S amendment was 
then put,'and the vote taken as follows :— 
Yeas, 38; nays, 90. 

Mr. TREMBLAY proposed an am end- 
ment to introduce the system of voting 
by ballot throughout the Dominion. He 
quoted from speeches of Mr. Gladstone in 
support of it, and said that in the United 
States, Belgium and other countries where 
it was in force, it had worked most bene- 
ficially. As long as human nature remain- 
ed unchanged, it was necessary to provide 
measures for the prevention of bribery, 
corruption and intimidation at elections, 
and this could best be effected by the 
ballot. 

The House divided on the amendment 
with the following result :—Yeas, 39; 
nays, 90. 

Mr. COSTIGAN moved in amendment 
an addition to the Bill to prevent dual re- 
presentation. He had found his colleagues 
so unanimous in their approval of this 
amendment that he would not have said 
anything on the subject, but his motion 
had been objected to on the ground that it 
was opposed to a system which had really 
been adopted by the House, but he denied 
that that system had been adopted asa 
principle, as the measure introduced on 
the subject had reference only to Ontario 
and Quebec. His motion had only refer- 
ence to the Lower Provinces, and he left 
the matter in the hands of the House. 


Mr. BLAKE said the true remedy for 
the evil complained of was tor the Local 
Legislatures who objected to dual repre- 
sentation to disqualify members of the Do- 
minion Parliament from sitting in the Pro- 


vincial Legislatures. 
The amendment was rejected on the 


following division :—Yeas, 57; nays, 63. 


Mr. YOUNG moved an amendment to 
the Bill, to provide that the elections be 
There 


was no doubt that public opinion was 


rf 
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strongly in favour of his motion, and he 
hoped Government would accede to it. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER said it was 
obvious that the motion must be resisted 
by the Government. The system proposed 
was not adopted in England, which was 
acknowledged to possess the best political 
institutions in the world, and Canada, in 


- order to gain force and strength, was 


adopting as much as possible the practice 
of the old country—the mover had been 
obliged to make special provision for <Ai- 
goma, Manitoba, and British Columbia, 
and so proved that his principle was 
wrong. If the system wus good for four 
Provinces, why should it not be good for 
the whole Dominion. There was no doubt 
as to the objectionable nature of the pro- 
posal, and he need only mention that in 
the late election in Ontario, the friends 
of the hon. member for West Durham had 
thought it safer, in order to secure the 
presence of that hon. member in the Local 
Legislature, to have him nominated for 
two Constituencies. He had full confi- 
dence in leaving the matter in the hands 
of the House. 


Mr. BLAKE said that he had never 
doubted his election for South Bruce, 
and had not sought. the nomination for 
Durhim. . ) 

The vote on the amendment resulted as 
follows :—Yeas 56, nays 66. 


Mr. MILLS moved an amendment that 
at all general elections, the same polling 
day should be appointed for the election 
in each Province, though different days 
might be appointed for the different Pro- 
vinces. The vote was yeas 58, nays 65. 

It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECKSS. 


The debate on the Election Bill was re- 
sumed. 


Mr. FOURNIER moved that the 82nd 
section, chapter 6, of the Consolidated 
Statutes of Canada, be re-enacted. The 
clause is for the prevention of bribery and 
intimidation in any shape or form at elec- 
tions. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government had not the slightest objec- 
tion to adopt the most stringent measures 
to prevent corruption at elections. In 
1858-9 Mr. Ogle R. Gowan enacted in the 
Act called the Lafontaine Act, a clause 
even more rigorous than the 82nd clause, 
which consequently disappeared. ‘This 
amendment just now proposed went 
even further, and proposed to throw the 
whole responsibility of selling liquor on 
election day, whether vended at a licensed 
tavern or in “any other house.’’ He thought 


Mr. Young. 
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the words ‘any other house’ should be © 
struck out. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the clause which 
had been struck out in 1858-9 was the pen- 
al clause which he was glad to see his hon. 
friend was about to restore. 


Mr. GEOFFRION said the words ‘any 
other house,’’ were very necessary in the 
amendment as a candidate might instruct 
some friend to treat the electors at a pri. 
vate house. 

The House went into Committee on the 
Bill. 


Mr. GEOFFRION in the chair. 


The Bill was reported as amended. _ 

Hon. Mr. DORION moved an amend- 
ment to disqualify employees of the Do- 
minion Government from voting at elec- 
tions for the House of Commons, and im- 
posing a fine of $200 for each and such 
offence, and declaring the vote null and 
void. He said it was an old law @vhich had 
long prevailed in Lower Canada, which he 
desired to re-enact since the ballot had 
been rejected by the House. Some such 
provisions as this should be introduced 
into the Bill. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER reminded his 
hon. friend that this measure was merely 
a temporary one, and it would hardly be 
fair to introduce into it such a sweeping 
clause as this. The Superannuation Act 
made the Government oOtticers, toa certain 
extent, independent, and the Gover .ment 
would never proceed to the length of dis- 
charging an employee for voting against 
a Government candidate. He considered 
the amendment ill-timed and he would 
therefore vote against it. 


Mr. CAMPBELL (Guysboro’) said the 
amendment of the hon. gentleman would 
prove to be futile if its object was to pre- 
vent the Government from infiuencing 
elections, for each employee of the Gov- 
ernment, although he might not be 
allowed to vote, could exercise his influence 
in favour of the Government candidate. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that under the 
laws of New Brunswick every Government 
official with a certain salary could vote, 
and the proposition was to deprive them 
of the right to do so. In England all these 
officials were allowed to vote,and he could 
not think that the House would sanction 
that some thousands of people throughout 
the Dominion should be deprived of the 
franchise. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that the tele- 
gram which the Minister of Customs had 
acknowledged he had sent was-quite a 
sufficient justification of the amendment 
he proposed, and he was sure if the 
officials themselves were consulted they 
would desire to have no votes. 
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Mr. MASSON, (Soulanges) said the hon. 
member for Hochelaga was certainly not 
consistent in his proposition, He (Mr. 
Masson) was in favour of universal suf. 
rage, and certainly so important a class as 
the officials should not be excluded. 


Mr. CURRIER saw no reason why Govy- 
eznment officials should not have as much 
right to vote as anyone else, and he for 
one had never seen any undue influence 
exerted by the Government. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the motion of 
his hon. friend was practically to revert to 
the system in force before consid eration, 
The hon. member for Hochelaga hid been 
charged with inconsistency in the present 
motion, but this motion would not have 
been proposed had the ballot been accept: 
ed. He thought, however, the motion 
was too sweeping, as certainly he thought 
Postmasters should be allowed to vote. 


Mr. SCATCHERD was not inclined to 
disqualify any one who was not at present 
disqualified ; on the contrary he thought 
there were many now disqualified who 
ought to vote. 


Mr. BLAKE said as the voting was open 
in Nova Scotia, the employees ought to be 
disqualified, but as the ballot existed in 
New Brunswick, they might be allowed to 
vote. He, therefore, moved an amend- 
ment that in Nova Scotia, the same classes 
of Government servants should be exclua- 
ed as were excluded in Ontario and Que- 
bec, 

’ 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not think any suf. 
ficient reason had been shown for the pro- 
position just placed before the House. The 
last general election in Nova Scotia fully 
proved that Government influence had no 
control over public opinion. There were 


Election 


on the other hand very serious objections | 


to the proposition, 1 would produce two 
evils. It would induce the influential 
intelligent men who would otherwise 
accept Government appointments, to refuse 
them when accompanied by the degrading 
condition that they should lose the right 
to use their just influence and to exercise 
their right to vote, and further, it would 
induce those called upon to nominate per- 
sons for appointments to nominate the 
most feeble and imcompetent men to office 


—and as it was most important that the ' 


service of the most influential and the most 
intelligent men should be obtained for the 
public service, the effects of the proposition 
would be most mischievous, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the proposition 
was merely to apply to Nova Scotia the rule 
in force ind Ontario and Quebec. If the 
arguments of the Hon. President of the 
Council were good for anything, it was the 
bounden duty of that hon. gentleman to 
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allow those officials in Ontario and Que. 
bec, who were now excluded to exercise 
the franchise. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER supposed the hon. 
gentleman intended that they ought to 
adopt the system existing in England, 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON-—Certainly, if the 
other principle now forming part of the 
policy of the Imperial Government, the 
ballot, was adopted. 

Hon. Mr, HOWE said the measure the 
Government proposed would have every 
Province in its former position. It was 


/ most unwise to allow a Local Government 


to step in and declare who should vote at 
elections for members of the House of 
Commons. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said that as 
the Bill before the House was merely a 
temporary measure, this was not the time 
to discuss a general system with regard to 
whether or not Government Officials should 
vote. At present, the rule in this respect 
was different in each Province, whereas the 
motion of the member for West Durham 
would imply that the same rule existed in 
Ontario and Quebec, which was not correct. 
The motion was not to establish a uni- 
form system, because the hon, member 
admitted that he did not wish to interfere 
with New Brunswick, and, therefore, such 
a motion should not be introduced in a 
temporary measure. The hon, member 
excepted New Brunswick, but if a public 
officer had no right to yote in one place 
because he was a public officer, he ought 
not to vote anywhere. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said he had not con. 
tended that it was immoral for a public 
officer to vote, but that it was unjust and 
degrading to an employee to be coerced 
into voting for a Government candidate, 
As long as voting should be Open these 
men should not be enfranchised. 

A vote was then taken on Mr. BLAKE'S 
amendment which was yeas 47, nays 83. 


Mr. BLAKE moved in amendment that 
whereas in Ontario and Quebec the elec. 
tions for the Dominion Parliament are 
held under the same rules as the Local 
election, and whereas in New Brunswick 
Dominion employees are qualified to vote, 
but the mode of voting is secret, therefore 
the general elections in Nova Scotia shall 
be conducted. under the Local rules, 

The amendment was lost on the sime 
division as the preceding one. 

Hon, Mr. DORION moved that an 
amendment be introduced ¢o provide that 
contested elections be tried and decided 
by Courts of Justice as Local contested 
elections in Ontario and New Brunswick, 
and municipal elections in Quebec are 
tried. 
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Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said he would 
vote against this amendment, not because 
he disapproved of the mode of trial sug- 
gested, but because it would require more 
machinery to manage it properly thaa ex- 
isted at present, and because it was too late 
to take up such a measure and deal with 
it at this late period in the session. 
There were quite a number of contested 
elections to be tried in Ontario under the 
new system, and it might be as well to 
wait till next session when the douse 
could have the experience of the Local 
Legislature to guide them. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that if the mem- 
ber for Lanark approved the principle he 
had no right to oppose it because of the 
period at which it chanced to be presented. 
However, hon. members might desire pro- 
rogation, it was the duty of the House to 
take full time to perfect every measure 
before it. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN had some experience 
on Election Committees, and was decided. 
ly of opinion that some change was abso- 
lutely required in the mode of deciding 
controverted elections. He approved of 
the abstract principle of the proposition 
and should therefore vote for it. 

Hon. Mr. DORION’S amendment was 
then put with the following result :— Yeas, 
00; nays, 80. 

Mr. CAMPBELL Heute Mis moved 
an amendment to provide for the appoint- 
ment of Commissioners to revise the lists of 
of voters in Nova Scotia so as to place them 
all voters who were entitled to vote at the 
tame of Confederation, but who had since 
been disfranchised by Acts of the Local 
Legislature. He explained the circum- 
stances under which he considered the mo- 
tion necessary. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER understood 
that the present motion was simply to make 
the lists the same as they were on the Ist of 
July, 1867. 

Mr. MACKENZIE did not think the par- 
ticulars of the amendment bore out the 
statement made to the House. It was 
provided that a new list should be made 
out, and there was no appeal from or check 
on the Commissioner. There was also full 
power to excise certain names. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said thatthe under- 
standing of the House was clear, and if 
there was anything in the clauses contrary 
to that understanding, it would not be 
adapted in Committee. 

Mr. BLAKE thought the motion before 
the House should be clear, and he thought 
the proper way to meet the case was for 
the revisers when preparing lists for 
the local election to prepare like lists of 
electors for the Dominion Government, 


Hon. Mr. MacDougall. 
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adding thereto the names of all those who 
had been distranchised since the time of 
Confederation by the Local Government. 
He moved an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. CAMPBELL ssid that the Revisers 
in Nova Scotia were obliged to make the 
lists by the Ist of March, therefore, if any 
election took place before next year, the 
old law would govern, 

Mr. MACDONALD [Antigonish] said this 
House should provide its own machinery 


for making out the voters’ list. 


Mr. BOWELL said the revisers were 


officers of the Local Government, and 


might refuse to make out the lists. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that if it was true 
that public opinion in Nova Scotia was un- 
favourable to the Local Government, it 
was not likely that Revisers would be ap- 
pointed otherwise than friendy to the 
Dominion. 

Mr. BLAKE said the Dominion Govern- 
ment had full power to appoint any one 
they chose, and also to inflict penalties for 
non-performance of the duties. The 
member for Guysborough proposed to ap- 
point Commissioners, and he (Mr. Blake) 
proposed to do the same, but, in addition, 
to name those Commissioners. 

Mr. KILLAM said the Nova Scotia law 
allowed full time for the preparation of 
the lists by the Revisers. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said the House 
seemed to be very much in the dark as to 
what they wanted to do. The safest way 
of choosing proper persons was to choose 
the Revisers. He thought it very unad- 
visable that a Commissioner should be ap- 
pointed sole judge in this matter, but the 
authority should be confined to the real 
want. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Lunenburg) said the 
proposal was clear, and the authority as- 
signed to the Commissioner definite and 
concise, to add to the voters lists every 
one wha would be on those lists according 
to the law in force at the time of Union. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the House 
would be maintaining its dignity if it re- 
fused to allow a few hon. members to 
wreak their;vengeance on members of their 
Local Government, and it was tiresome in 
the extreme to hear those constant and 
repeated complaints, 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER had perfect confi- 
dence in the Reyisers as Commissioners, 
as the duty was so simple that no mistake 
could occur, and if there was time for the 
Revisers to do the work, he was fully 
satisfied to let them do so. 

Mr. BLAKE said that Revisers were able 
to submit lists up to 10th May. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said a further law had 
been passed fixing the day as 20th April. 
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Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that would allow; had seen a telegram from Montreal this 


ample time. 

_ Hon. Mr, HOWE said he was fully sat- 
isfied with anything that would obtain the 
simple object desired. What he com. 
plained of was the disqualifications ‘en. 
acted by the Local Legislature, and if they 
were agreed that these should be revoked, 
let them go into Committee to frame a 
clause that would meet the case. He was 
in favour of the sheriffs doing the work. 

_ Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the ob- 
ject desired by the member tor Guys- 
borough was assented to by the motion of 
the member for West Durham, but it was 
urged that the revision might have been 
£0 far proceeded with as to prevent the 
addition desired. He would suggest an 
alteration providing that if the time had 
elapsed, it should be extended, 

Hon Mr. ANGLIN said the best plan 
would be for the persons affected to pre- 
sent themselves at the poll and record 
their votes. 

Mr. ROSS [Victoria] was in favour of the 
appointment of the revisers. 

Mr. BLAKE altered bis amendment in 
accordance with the suggestion of Hon. Sir 
Geo. E. Cartier. 

Mr. SAVARY said it was necessary to 
make a separate list of voters for the Do- 
minion elections, in accordance with the 
laws at the Ist July, 1867, and it was im- 
material who did the work, but revisers 
would cost much more than commissioners, 
as they would be much more numerous. 
Mr. BLAKE’S amendment was carried. 

Mr. CAMPBELL’S amendment, as 
amended, was carried, and the House 
went into Committee toamend the Bill ac- 
cordingly. 

The amendment was 
time. 

Mr. DREW moved an amendment to 
provide that the polling sub-divisions in 
Ontario shall be the same as those used 
in the election for the Local Legislature. 
— Carried. 

The Bill was then reported from Commit- 
tee as amended, reada third time and 


passed. 


read a second 


ST. LAWRENCE CANALS. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked at what time 
the St. Lawrence Canals would be opened 
for trade? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Welland 
Canal was already opened. He could not 
say when the other St. Lawrence Canals 
would be opéned, but preparations were 
being made to open them at an earlier 
period than usual, in consequence of the 
early breaking up of _ winter. 


evening in which it was. stated 
that although the river was open opposite 
the city, that the ice still remained in the 
bays and basins. 

The subject was dropped. 

The following Bills were read a third 
time and passed. 

Act to provide for the appointment ofa ~ 
Port Warden for the Harbour of Quebec. 

Act to authorize the sale of Oakville 
Harbour. 

Bill to amend the Act respecting Insur- 
ance Companies (as amended by Standing 
Committee on Banking and Commerce.) 

The House adjourned at midnight till 
Monday at 1 p. m. 


or ee 
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Monpax, 10th April, 1871 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 


o’clock., 
CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR, sec- 
onded by Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. 
JUST, it was ordered, that the letter of Al- 
fred Garneau, Esquire, one of the French 
Translators of the Senate, laid before the 
House on Saturday last, be expunged from 
the Journal: 

Hon. Messrs. SANBORN, DICKEY, MIT- 
CHELL, CAMPBELL, and others referred 
to the useful character of the labours of 
the Committee, and their economical ten- 
dency. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
stated that the writer regretied having 
written the letter, and now asked permis- 
sion to withdraw it. 

[The letter in question reflected on the 
second report of the Committee on Con- 
tingent Accounts, which stated in reference 
to the petition of Mr. Montizambert, Law 
Clerk, that the Committee were ‘“‘unwilling 
to depart from the recommendation made 
by the Committee on Contingent Accounts, 
on the ninth day of June, 1869, and 
adopted by the Senate against re-opening 


' the question of Salaries,’’ ] 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN, from the Commit- 
tee, on Standing and Private Bills, report- 
ed against the Bill intituled ‘‘An Act to 
Incorporate the Fredericton and St. Mary’s 


| Bridge Company. 


He 


CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 


, Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE moved, seconded 
bv the Hon. Mr. SANBORN, that an humble 
Address be presented to His Excellency 


OSL Intercolonial 
the Governor-General praying that His 
Excellen+y will be pleased to cause to be 
laid before this House a return of all the 
cases, in the Dominion of Canada, in which 
sentences of corporal punishment have 
been carried into effect, with a statement 
of the ages of the criminals, the nature of 
the offences committed, the names of the 

judges, magistrates, or justices, who passed 
the sentences, the number of the lashes 
ordered to be administered in each case, 
the instruments with which they have 
been inflicted, and of the time which 
elapsed between the infliction of the pun- 
ishment and the discharge of the prisoner. 


The question of concurrence being put 
thereon, the same was resolved in the affir- 
mative, and it was ordered that such 
members of the Privy Council as are mem- 
bers of this House do wait upon His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General with the said 
Address. 

Several Bills were received from the 
House of Commons. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWA Ma 


Hon. Mr. WARK, from the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into, and re- 
port on all matters connected with the 
survey, location and construction of the 
Intercolonial Railway since the appoint- 
ment of the Commissioners, presented 
their Report, as follows :— ; 

The Select Committee appointed to en- 
quire into, and report on, all matters con- 
nected with the suryey, location and con- 
struction of the Intercolonial Railway since 
the appointment of the Commissioners, 
beg leave to report that-they spent much 
time in examining the numerous accounts 
and other documents submitted to them, 
as well asin eliciting information from one 
of the Commissioners, the Secretary and 
the Accountant; but owing to the pro- 
speci of an early close of the Session, they 
find it impossible to give such extensive 
and:careful consideration to the subject as 
would enable them fully to report thereon. 
The Committee have felt that.an enquiry 
of this kind would be greatly facilitated 
by having the Commissioners’ Annual Re- 
port before them, and therefore recom. 
mend that, in future the Commissioners 
be instructed by the Government to have 
their Report prepared and printed in time 
to be laid before Parliament immediately 
after the opening of the Session. 

Report ordered for consideration on fol- 
lowing day. 


RAILWAY BILL. 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON moved a 
second reading of the Bill intituled “An 
Act to incorporate the Sault Ste. Marie 


Hon. Mr. Christie. 
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Railway and Bridge Company.”’ The hon, 
gentleman stated that the object of the 
Bill was to incorporate a Company to con- 
struct a railway trom the Village of Sault 
Ste. Marie, in the District of Algoma, to con- 
nect with the projected railways in the 
Province of Ontario, at or near Lake Nipis- 
sing, and to extend a branch therefrom to 
connect with the Toronto, Simcoe, and 
Muskoka Junction Railway, at or near 
Bracebridge in the County of Victoria, 
with power to construct a railway bridge 
across the river St. Mary, at or near the 
Sault Ste. Marie, to connect with the rail- 
ways in the State of Michigan. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL considered the 
construction of such a railway very impor- 
tant in view of a future railway to the 
Pacific. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that the Bill 
must be taken in connection with the re- 
marks of the hon, member from Toronto 
(Mr. MacPherson) during the British 
Columbia debate. 

The Bill was referred to the Committee 
on Standing Orders and Private Bills. 

The House adjourned. 


Railway. 


———— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, April 19th, 1871, 


After Routine, 


An Act to authorize the Northern Rail- 
way Company of Canada to make agree- 
ments for the leasing, using and working 
of the lines of railway of other Companies 
(as amended by Standing Committee on 
Railways, Canals and Telegraph Lines), 
was read a second and third time, and 
passed. 


THE MEMBER FOR PROVENCHER. 


Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) said before 
proceeding any further with the public 
business, he wished to draw attention to 
the fact that it was reported publicly 
that the member for Provencher had been 
a member of Riel’s Government, and, if so, 
the hon. member was guilty of high trea- 
son. It was also said that the hon. mem- 


ber had been a memher of the Court-mar- — 


tial which had condemned Scott, if so, the 
hon. member was guilty of murder. He 
(Mr. Ross) thought it was due to that hon. 
gentleman himself and to the House, that 
he should set himself right. it was much 
better to take this step now than to leave 
the matter unsettled, for there was a good 
deal said through the country about it. 
There was a feeling among the people, that 
any one connected with such an atrocious 
murder, should be brought to justice. He 
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(M2. Ross) had heard that Riel was fre- 
quently in Manitoba, and he did not under- 
stand, if it were so, why the Local Govern- 
ment had not arrested him. 

Mr. DELORME (Provencher) said the 
rumors were false. He knew nothing about 
the murder till two days after it was com- 
mitted (cheers). He had nothing to do 
with Riel’s Council. When Mr. Smith was 
sent as a Commissioner by the Canadian 
Government to Manitoba, he (Mr. Delorme) 
was a delegate at the convention (cheers). 


Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) said it would be in 
the recollection of most of the members of 
this House, that a certain party in Red 
River got up a Council last winter, which 
was called the Provisional Government. 
That was composed of Mr. Riel and several 
French members. With that Council, he 
was well aware, the hon. member had 
nothing to do (cheers). 

He also referred to the events con- 
nected with his mission to the people of 
the North West. He agreed to the public 
meeting which was held on the 18th and 
19th January. Members were freely 
elected to that convention by both sides. 
The Convention met in February and were 
occupied in discussing the so-called Bill of 
Rights. That discussion was as free and 
unrestrained as any discussion in the 
Hcuse up to a certain point. The hon. 
member for Provencher was a member of 
‘the Convention. Then, and not until then, 
had the hon. gentleman anything ‘to do 
with the disturbances or insurrection at 
Red River [hear, hear]. He never heard 
anything mooted against Mr. Delorme un- 
til the other day, and certainly had he be- 
lieved there was any foundation for the 
charge, he [Mr. Smith] would not only 
have hesitated, but actually refused to 
have been in anywise instrumental in in- 
troducing the hon member before this 
House, as he had done. He would have 
regarded it as unbecoming his position as 
a member of this House, and still more as 
an insult to his honor if he thought the 
hon. member had been in any way con- 
nected with the so-called court martial 
{hear, hear]. As to who constituted that 
court martial he did not know, but this he 
could gainsay, that Mr. Delorme was one 
of those people who arrogated to them- 
selves the power to sit in judgment on a 
British subject and condemn him to death, 
There was a further convention and dele- 
gation which was sometimes called the 
House of Assembly of Red River. To that, 
he believed, the hon. gentleman had also 
been elected, but, elected by his parish. 
He [Mr. Smith] took some little part in 
bringing that Assembly together. A great 
deal had been said about that—a great 


deal erroneously. What was done at that | 
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time was this: There was at that time a 
gentleman from Canada condemned to 
death. Intercession had been made for 
him by several parties, but without ayail. 
Ata late hour in the evening he rMr. 
Smith] visited those who were then in 
power and it was given him to understand 
that they were absolutely in favour of the 
union with Canada, and merely desired 
to have the people of Red _ River 
come to an understanding exactly 
on what terms and conditions they were to 
enter the Confederation. He assented, so 
far as his assent was necessary, on behalf 
of Canada to this Council being called, and 
further said he would go amongst the 
people and induce them to take part in 
this Council or Convention, but, absolute- 
ly and only with the view of making 
arrangements for a union with Canada. Of 
that Convention the hon. member for 
Provencher was also a member. He be- 
lieved that having said so, he had said all 
that was necessary on the subject. There 
was in the first instance a Council called 
the Provisional Government—the member 
for Provencher had nothing to do with 
that. In the Convention of which the hon. 
gentleman was subsequently a member, 
there were several gentlemen who took 
part in it, not simply because they hap- 
pened to be present, but they actually 
took a more active part in bringing mat- 
ters forward than the French speaking 
members, and there could be no imputa- 
tion against their loyalty (hear, hear). 
Further, he might say that he fully beliey- 


ed that there were none who 
deplored the sad events of last 
winter more than the _ people of 


Red River, not only the English, but the 
French-speaking population of Red River 
(cheers). 

Mr, ROSS said the hon. member had 
distinctly stated that he did not know who 
composed the Court Martial. IPfso, how 
did he know that the hon. member 
for Provencher was not a member of it. 
(cries of Oh, Oh! and confusion). 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS.—It is entirely out 
of order. The hon. member has askeda 
question and got a reply. What more 
does he want? 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. member 
for Prince Edward’s was quite in order. 
He had but called attention to the fact that 
the hon. member for Selkirk had not in this 
particular corroborated the statement. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL moved the fol- 
lowing resolution :— : 

‘‘Mr. Walter Ross, Member for Prince 
Edward’s County, having stated that he 


| had reason to fear that Pierre Delorme, 


Esq., who on the 5th inst., was introduced 
as a member of this House, had been con- 
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cerned in rebellion against the authority 
by law established in Hudson’s Bay Terri- 


tory, which was lately quelled by Her Ma.- | 


jesty’s troops, and more directly implicat- 


ed in the murder of one Thos. Scott, a | 


British subject, by persons in arms against 
the Crown in that territory. Resolved that 
a Select Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the truth of these allegations, to re- 
port proceedings which ought to be taken 
in order to relieve this House of the dis- 
grace and dishonor of receiving amongst 
its members any one guilty of these of. 
fences, and that said Committee be com- 
posed of Hon. Messrs. Morris, Doricn and 
Caméron and Messrs. Street, D. A. Mac- 
donald, E. Blake and Gibbs,.”’ 
it were true that the hon. member for 
Provencher had not been connected with 
Riel’s Council it should be proved and 
made plain in the most public manner. 
He did not think that the mere statement 
made by the hon. member himself in such 
an imperfect way was sufficient. He 
thought there was none who should be 
more anxious than the hon. member him- 
self that a Committee should be appointed 


to investigate the matter and report to | 


this House. The hon. member for Sel- 
kirk would see when his speech was pub- 
lished that his statements were not quite 
in conformity with some of the facts which 
had been made public respecting this 
North West difficulty. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the dis- 
cussion was out of order. 


a resolution. 


Hon. W. MACDOUGALL said it was per- 
fectly obvious that if a notice of two days 
were required this matter could not be in- 
vestigated this session. 

The SPEAKER ruled that it rested with 
the House to decide whether the resolu- 
tion could be moved without notice. 


Hon, Sir GEO, E. CARTIER moved in 
amendment to Mr. Macdougall’s motion, 
that the matter be referred to the stand. 
ing Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, to be considered forthwith. 

Mr. BLAKE said the distinct state- 
ments made by the hon. 
for Provencher and Selkirk were 
hear]. He thought that the country owed 
a debt of gratitude to the hon. member for 
bringing up this matter in the House. It 
appeared to him that the distinct state. 


ments of the hon. gentlemen opposite | 


were quite enough, and that there was no 
necessity for the appointment of acommit- 
tee. However, he did not at all object to 
having it investigated by a Committee. 
He deprecated any attempt at turning the 


wicked, unprovoked, damnable murder | 


Hon. Mr. Macdougail. 
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members | 
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which had occurred in the North West into- 
a matter of nationality or creed. It was one: 
that had not been looked after by the con- 
stituted authorities of this country, and he 
believed they would receive the condem- 
nation of all classes in this Dominion for 
having neglected to punish the murderers,. | 
He had not taken any steps thus far in the 
matter because when he had brought it 
up in the Legislature of the Province of 
Ontario, it had there been declared that. 
the House had no right to take any action | 
in the matter. When he had failed there, 


for Provencher. 


| where the public were unanimous in con- 


demning the murderers, he had little hope 
of being successful in this House, He 
thought he would leave it to those who 
had thought proper to impute to him im- 
proper motives in bringing it up in the 
Local Legislature. < 

Mr. JONES (Leeds) charged the member 
for Durham with heartlessness in trying to- 
make political capital out of the murder of 
Scott. He (Mr. Blake) had stated that he 


| did not look upon this as a local or a re- 


ligious question; that he considered it far 
removed above anything of thatkind. He 
thought that those persons who implied 
that the French Roman Catholics desired 
to make it a question of this kird did not 
do them justice. But if it was neithera 
local or sectarian question, if there were no: 
local or religious prejudices involved in its 
discussion, why had the honourable mem- 


cca | ber for Durham brought it up in the Local 
1e hon. mem. | 


ber should give due notice before moving | 


Legislature of Ontario instead of bringing 
it before the Dominion Parliament. Cer- 
tainly, if either Legislature had any right 
to deal with it, it was the Parliament of 
the Dominion (hear, hear). It was the 
Dominion Government, and not that of 
Ontario, that appointed the Governor of 
Manitoba, and any influence exercised 
must be exercised by the Dominion and 
not by the Local Government. If this was 
not a question of religion or nationality why 
was it brought up before a legislative body, 
almost all the members of which were 
Protestants, instead of before this House 
where there are representatives of all 
creeds. He denounced Mr. Blake’s action 
as a barefaced attempt to make political 
capital out of the murder of Scott, and out 


; ) ; | of thos Re Lae ae é 
quite satisfactory to his own mind. [hear, | f those religious animosities which every 


patriotic man desires should be altogether 
obliterated and forgotten. 


Mr. FERGUSON said the Local Legisla- 
ture of Ontario was not the right place to 
bring up a matterof this kind. Here, in 
this Parliament, was the place to discuss 
the matter, and here the hon. member 
should force the matter on the attention of 
the Executive instead of bringing his bun- 
combe resolutions up in a House that had 
nothing to do with the case. 


SS oe. 
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Mr. SMITH said the hon. member for 
North Lanark, who seemed to take 
upon himself the championship of 
the North West people, had 
declared that the statements he (Smith) 
had made would not be borne out by facts. 
He merely wished to say in reply that he 
ier substantiate every statement he had 
made. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said if proof was 
necessary to corroborate the denial of the 
hon. member for Provencher, none better 
could be asked for than that furnished by 
the hon. member for Selkirk. Yet, in the 
face of all this an hon. member rose in his 
place and moved a resolution to try an 
hon. member on a mere rumour. It was 
most unfair at this late hour of the ses- 
sion to treat any member of this House in 
such an unfair manner—to send him 
home withthe imputation hanging over 
him that he was guilty of so great a crime 
that it was found necessary to brin g him to 
trial, There was no positive declaration 
that the hon. member had done anything 
wrong and the House should be very care- 
ful, therefore, before proceeding to such 
an upjudicial act. He hoped the hon. 
member for Lanark would withdraw his 
motion. If not, he (Hon. Mr. Dorion) 
would move an amendment to it, that 
there was no case to bring before a Commit- 
tee of this House. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said this 
discussion only. proved how right 
he (Sir George) was in raising a point of 
order at the outset. He knew very well 
that there was no actual charge to proceed 
upon. He merely moved his amendment 
to show that the Government had no hesi- 
tation in giving the best opportunity of 
investigating the matter. The view taken 
by the hon. member for Hochelaga, 
was the view taken by the Government, 
but they did not wish to give any pretext 
whatever for a charge against the members 
for Quebec, that they wished to screen a 
man who had been guilty of a crime, from 
justice. 

Hon. Mr. MACDCUGALL said that he 
would not withdraw his motion, believing 


as he did, that it was in the interests of 


this House and of the country that this case 
should be investigated by a Committee. 


propounded by the hon.member for Hoche- 
laga, that the statement of an hon. mem- 
ber, affecting himself, should be accepted 
without discussion. He had no desire to 
see the hon. member found guilty, but he 
would show the House a photograph of 
Riel’s Privy Council, in which the picture 
of the hon. member for Provencher ap- 
peared in proof of the statement of the 
hon. member for Prince Edward. There 
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was a Pierre Delorme, a member of thet 
Council, was it the hon. member for Pro- 
vencher ? The hon. gentleman might not 
have been one of those implicated in the 
murder, but there had been no proof, 
except the hon. gentleman’s own state- 
ment, that he never had been a member 
of Riel’s Council.¢ The hon. member for 
Selkirk did not corroborate thet denial, 
and there was every ground, therefore, for 
investigating the case. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said some hon. 
member must take upon himself the 
responsibility of reading some direct 
charge against the hon. member for Pro- 
vencher before putting him on his trial. 
On no other ground could a Committee be 
granted. 

Mr. DELORME, (Provencher), said he 
had no objection to have the matter 
tried. He was present with a number of 
Indians when the photograph in the hands 
of the hon. member (for Lanark, was taken 
and his picture was among the number, 
but there were several there who were 
not .connected with the Council and his 
picture was among these latter. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON argued that the 
House could not grant a Committee to 
whom to refer a mere rumour, which was 
contradicted by the hon. member whom it 
affected. It would be establishing a perni- 
cious precedent to carry this motion. 

Mr. BLAKE said he understood the 
hon. member for Provencher to deny that 
he ever was a member of Riel’s Council. 
On that ground he (Mr. Blake) had assert- 
ed that there was no ground for sending 
this matter to a Committee. 

Mr. DELORME.—I never was a mem- 
ber of Riel’s Council. 

Mr. WHYTE, (Hastings), said if the 
hon. member for West Durham had 
pursued the same course in _ this 
Legislature that he had followed in the 
Local House, he (Mr. Whyte) would have 
aided him to the bestof his ability in 
pressing upon the Government the neces- 
sity of punishing the murderer of Scott. 
He (Mr. Whyte) believed the hon. mem- 
bers who were so anxious to prevent the 
appointment of a Committee to investigate 
this matter, desired to make political 
He would vote for the 


for Provencher. 


original motion. 

Mr. FERGUSON would support the mo- 
tion of the hon. member for Jaanark on the 
same ground. 

Hon, Mr. DORION moved an amend- 
ment, reciting the points brought out in 
the discussion and resolying that no case 
had been made out for sending this case 
toa Committee, He stated that he held 
in his hand a copy of the photograph 


iia tS The Member 
which had been referred to by tLe hon. ; 
member for Lanirk, and there appeared 
in it the portraits ot Mr. Spence and other 
gentlemen who were known to have neviér 
been connected with Riel’s Council (hear, 
hear). ; 


Mr. SMITH corroborated the statement 
of the hon. member Be Hochelaga res- 
pecting the photograph. 

Mr, D. A. MACDONALD thought that 
the discussion should be brought to a 
close, and hoped the hon. member for 
Lisgar would inform the House what he 
knew of the matter. 


Dr. SCHULTZ said he had not purposed 
to speak of the matter at all. He would 
yvote for the amendment of the Hon. Minis- 
ster of Militia, and when the case came 
' before the Committee, he would tell all that 
-he knew about the matter. He might say 
now, however, that when Riel’s Council was 
-in session, he (Dr. Schultz) was in prison, 
and that when Scott’s murder took place, 
‘he (Dr. Schultz) was making his way to- 
wards Lake Superior. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he would have 
preferred to.allow this matter to stand over 
till next session, but, under the circum. 
stances, hesaw nothing for it but to vote 
for the motion of the Hon, Minister of 
Militia, especially as the hon. member for 
‘Provencher had asked for the appointment 
.of a Committee. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there was but 
one view to take of it. Was there any case 
to bring before the Committee? He had 
not heard any made out, and whether the 
hon. member for Provencher desired to 
have his case sent before a Committee cr 
not, the House should consider the matter 
as it stood, quite irrespective of the wishes 
of any member in this House, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER quite agreed with the 
remarks which had just fallen from the hon. 
member for Chateauguay. He challenged 
the hon. member for Lanark to find a pre- 
‘cedent in British Parliamentary practice for 
‘the course which he had taken. He (Dr. 
Tupper) approved of the motion of the hon. 
member for Hochelaga, although he could 
quite understand the motives which had 
induced the Hon. Minister of Militia to pro- 
pose the amendment which he had moved. 

Mr. O’CONNOR wou'd vote for the | 
amendment of the hon member for Hoche- 
laga., 

Mr. FORTIN denied that the hon. mem- 
ber for Provencher had asked for a Com- 
mittee, he had merely said he had no 
objection to have the cise investigated by 
ee aig eM at rs 

ir. MACDONALD (Antigonish) approy- 
ed of the motion of the hon, baie a 
Hochelaga. | 


Hon. Mr. Dorion. , 
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Some misunderstanding having arisen as 
to the statement made by Mr. Ross, out of 
which the discussion arose, he was request- - 
ed to repeatit, which he did. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said it was obvious 
that the hon. member was mistaken as to 
the basis of his motion, and he hoped the 
hon. member would withdraw or modify it. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL refused to do 
so. He said he was not mistaken, and 
that he desired to have a record of the 
events placed on the journals of the 
House. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER hoped the 
hon. member for Lanark would not press 
his motion after the distinct denial of the 
hon. member for Provencher and the dis- 
cussion to which the House had just 
listened. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said he would 
consent to let this matter remain over till 
next session (cries of ‘no, no,’ and 
‘‘ withdraw,” from the Ministerial side of 
the House). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be bet- 
ter to adopt the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Lanark. 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) said the 
suggestion was unfair to the hon. member 
for Provencher. In fact, the whole dis- 
cussion was unjust to that hon, member. 
After his public denial it should have been 
dropped. It would never do to let this 
unfounded charge hang over the hon. 
member’s head till next session. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the hon. 
member entirely misunderstood him. He 
was willing to withdraw the motion 
(cheers). 

Mr. MACDONALD (Middlesex) said this 
matter had been used in the local elections 
of Ontario and had caught many a good 
Conservative vote. It was, no doubt, 
brought into this House at this late hour 
of the session for the purpose of making 
political capital out of it in like manner. 

The House having refused to allow Hon. 
Mr. Macdougall to withdraw his motion a 
division was called for. The amendment 
moved by Hon. Mr. Dorion was first put, 
and the vote resulted as follows: Yeas, 94; 


| nays, 46; and the House passed on to the 


next item. 


Yxras.—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Blanchet, 
Bolton, Bourassa, Bown, Brousseau, 
Cameron (Inverness), Cameron (Peel), 
Campbell, Caron, Cartier [Sir George E.], | 
Cayley, Cheval, Chipman, Cimon, Costigan, 
Coupal, Crawford [B.], Currier, Daoust, 


| Delorme [St. Hyacinthe], Dorion, Dufresne, 


Dunkin, Ferris, Fortier, Fortin, Fournier, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, 
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Gibbs, Godin, Gray, Heath, Hincks [Sir 
Francis], Holton, Howe, Hurdon, Jackson, 
Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Mac- 
Donald [Glengarry], McDonald, (Antigon- 
ish), Masson [Soulanges], Masson [Terre- 
bonne], McDougall | Three Rivers], Me- 
Keagney, McMillan, Mills, Moffatt, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], O’Connor, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pinsonneauit, Pope, Pouliot 
Pozer, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross [Champlain], Ross [Victoria N, 8.], 
Ross [ Wellington, C. R.], Ryan [King’s N. 
B.], Savary, Shanly, Simard, Simpson, 
Smith (Selkirk) Sproat, Stephenson, Street 
Tilley, Tourangeau, ‘Tremblay, Tupper, 
Webb, and Wright (Ottawa County)—94, 
Nays.—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowman, Brown, Burton, Dobbie, Drew, 
Ferguson, Grover, Jones (Leeds and 
Grenville) Killam, Lapum, Lawson, Little, 
McDonald [Lunenburg], Macdonald [Mid- 
dlessex], MacFarlane, McKenzie, Magill, 
McGonkey, McDougall [Lanark], Mce- 
Monies, Metcalfe, Morison [Victoria O. ], 
Munroe, Oliver, Perry, Pickard, Ross 
(Dundas), Ross [Prince Edward], Rymal, 
Scatcherd, Schultz, Snider,  Stirton, 
Thompson [Ontario], Walsh, Webb, White 
tHalton], White [East Hastings], White- 
head, Wilson, Wood, Wright (York, 
Ontario, W. R.,) and Young.—46. 


Routine 


MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Mr. BAKER, in the absence of Mr. 
Workman, moved the second reading of 
the Bill to incorporate this Company.—Mo- 
tion carried, and the Bill passed through 
Committee and was read a third time and 


passed. 


DOMINION TELEGRAPH Co. 


Mr. CAMERON, (Peel), moved the 
second reading of the Bill to incorporate 
this Company—motion carried, and the 
Bill passed through Committee and was 
read a third time and passed. 


RIEL. 


Mr. WHITE, (Hast Hastings), asked 
whether the Extradition of Riel for the 
murder of Thomas Scott, has been de- 
manded; If not, why not? and whether 
any steps have been taken to bring to trial 
the murderers of Thomas Scott in the 
Province of Manitoba; and what instruc- 
tions, if any, were given to Governor Archi- 
bald in reference to the bringing to trial 
of said murderers. 

Hon. Sir G. CARTIER said that at the 
time of the murder the Dominion had no 
authority in the matter and could not, 
therefore,;demand the extradition of Riel. 
The Extradition Act under the Ashburton 
Treaty dil not extend to the North West, 
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and if it had extended there, it did not in- 
clude the crime of high treason, or mur- 
der in furtherance of high treason. As 
to the second question, the administration 
of criminal justice did not rest with the 
Dominion Government, but with the Local 
Government, and as to any instructions to 
Governor Archibald, all such instructions 
had been laid before the House, but no 
instructions could be given him on such a 
subject, as the matter rested with him and 
his responsible advisers selected under the 
Constitution. 


INSPECTION OF FISH. 


Mr. FOURNIER moved an address to His 
Excellency for copies of all correspon- 
dence respecting the inspection of fish.— 
Carried. 


ADMISSION OF PROVINCES INTO THE 
DOMINION. 


Mr. MILLS moved that the House 
should go into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider certain Resolutions on the 
subject of the admission of Provinces into 
the Union. He said he did not desire 
any discussion, but simply that the Reso. 
lutions should be recorded on the Journals 
of the House, 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said as the 
hon. member only desired to record his 
Resolutions he would move that the debate 


| be adjourned.—Carried. 


MILITARY EXPEDITION TO MANITOBA. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved an ad. 
dress for all correspondence respecting the 
soldiers forming part of the military 
Expedition. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIEE said there 
was no such correspondence in the posses- 
sion of the Dominion Government though 
there might be some between the Imperi- 
al Government and its officers. 


Mr. MASSON said many reports had 
reached Canada of disorders created by 
the soldiers, and he desired to know 
whether there was any official information 
on the subject in the possesion of the 
Government. When Riel and the unfor. 
tunate half-breeds created some disturb- 
ances, troops were at once sent to quell 
the disorder, but instead of keeping the 
peace they had broken the peace, and 
no steps were taken to punish them. 
He maintained that the people had the 
right to resist the entrance of one who 
was not their proper Governor, and to ask 
the protection of the British flag, A man 
named Goulet, on suspicion of being one 
of Riel’s Cabinet, had been pursued by the 
soldiers to the bank of the river and killed 
there, and another man named Lepine, 


1003 Sterling's 
was threatened with assault and death if 
he were seen in the neighbourhood. One 
of the volunteers had been putin jail for 
some offence and had been rescued by his 
comrades, and one of the officers had 
been insulted and even wounded. Hedid 
notdesire to defend Goulet or Lepine, but 
such acts as these on the part of the volun- 
teers ought not to ke passed by unnoticed. 


Mr. BOWELL said he understood the 
remarks of the hon. member referred to 
the Volunteers from Ontario. 

Mr. MASSON said he had not mentioned 
the Volunteers of any particular Province. 

Mr. BOWELL said he thought he was 
justified in considering that the Ontario 
Volunteers were referred to, and he desir- 
ed to say that the member for Lisgar had 
had pointedly and distinctly stated in his 
seat that the reports in circulation in refer- 
ence to the Volunteers in Manitoba were 
totally untrue. He held in his hand acopy 
of a resclution passed at a public meeting 
in Manitoba, stating that the Volunteers 
had been insulted, abused and misrepre- 
sented without just cause, and that the 
meeting could testify to their excellent 
conduct. He thought it was only justice 
that the facts should be known. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said there 
was no objection to the motion. 

Carried, 


STERLING'S CLAIM. 


Mr. CURRIER moved for a select Com- 
mittee on return of correspondence res- 
pecting this claim against the Government. 


The SPEAKER ruled on the point of 
order previously raised, that the motion 
was in order. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought it was the 
duty of the Government to resist such a 
reference, as they ought to be fully pre. 
pared to accept the responsibility of a pro- 
per settlement of the claim, and if the 
Government admitted the reference, they 
admitted a want of confidence in them- 
selves. 


Mr. MACDONALD [Glengarry] knew of 
three other claims that would be presented 
if this were passed. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the previous 
Minister of Public Works had refused the 
claim. It was afterwards referred to the 
Minister of Justice who reported there 
was no legal claim, and this had been com- 
municated to the Petitioner. 

Mr. MACDONALD repeated that if this 
claim were entertained, it would open the 
door to numbers. 

Mr. CURRIER sai ‘ that if any one had a 


just claim against the Government, the | 


House ought to consider it, 
Mr. Masson. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said that though the 
Committee might be appointed, nothing 
further could be done by it, and he had 
quite enough confidence in the Minister of 
Public Works to sustain his decision. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said there were 
many difficulties in the matter, but he 
thought.there was no harm in getting the 
report of a Committee. He thought the 
claim was rather one against the old Pro- 
vince of Canada. 


Mr, BLAKE opposed the reference as 
the Government ought to be the judges in 
the matter, 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that if there might 
be no legal claim and it were paid, the 
Ontario Government might object to have 
it charged against them. He opposed the 
reference to a Committee as equivalent to 
a vote of want of confidence. 

Dr. GRANT testified to the justness of 
the claim, and thought a Committee should 
be appointed and the matter considered. 

The motion was put to the House with 
the following result; yeas, 44; nays, 72. 


YeEas.-—Messrs. Archambeault, Barthe, 
Beaty, Bellerose, Blanchet, Bown, Burton, 
Caron, Cartier [Sir George E.], Costigan, 
Currier, De Lorme (Provencher), Dunkin, 
Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gibbs, Grant, 
Heath, Hincks [Sir Francis], Howe, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Langlois, McDonald (Middlesex), 
Masson (Soulanges), Masson [Terrebonne], 
McKeagney, McMillan, Moffat, Morris, 
Morison (Niagara), Pope, Renaud, Robi- 
taille, Ross [Champlain), Shanly, Simard, 
Sproat, Tilley, ‘Tourangeau, Tupper, 
Webb, and Wright (Ottawa County).—-44, 

Nays —Messrs. Anglin, Baker, Béchard, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowman, Brousseau, Brown Burpee, Bowell 
Cameron (Peel], Campbell, Cayley, 
Cheval, Cimon, Coupal, Delorme, [St. 
Hyacinthe], Drew, Dufresne, Ferguson, 
Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Genderon, Gray, 
Holton Huntington, Hurdon, Jackson, Kee- 
ler, Lapum, Lawson, Little, MacDonald 
[Glengarry], McDonald (Antigonish), 
Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, McDougall, 
[Lanark], McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morison [Victoria, O.], Oliver, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, 
Pozer, Ray, Ross [Dundas], Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross [Victoria, N. 8.], Ross 
(Wellington, CU. R.), Scatcherd, Snider, 
Stephenson, Stirton, Street, Thompson 
[Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, White [East 
Hastings], Whitehead, Willson, Wood, 
York, Ontario, W. R.), and Young,--72. 


INDIAN LANDS. 


Mr. MILLS moved an address for corres” 


} pondence in reference to public lands in 
{ 


} 
i 
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Ontario, about which no treaty of reserva- | Prorozati ig 
ie ike) oe prior to Ist July, 1867. He neletueas! Adlictghine sites eee 
elieve e Government had assumed i i 
the control of some unsurrendered lands, dines Pra ante he ae 
sl ale tom ees rest Hi the Local | House should sit from 1 to 6 that he ana 
ent, and he desired to ascertai b ae : | 
whether any correspondence had talks pire GON initiating in 


place. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE ' said any correspon. Mr. MACDONALD said the House should 
dence there might be would be tan nt | Rot be adjourned for any private engage- 
down. The Indi D t ae ment of any class of people in the House 

SH Er ed Motel) | rd Sic FRANCIS” HINOKS ‘anit at wat 
pretend to the control ofany land that had rare that! the odes ha eves oa ra 


not been properly surrendered. 
"si gl camer hace and the engagement had been constructed 


EMPLOYEES OF THE HOUSE. under that circumstance. 


spe BURPEE moved for an Order of DR. DAW’S CLAIM. 
e House for list of persons appointed a 
employees of the Bouse singe 'April 1868. Bip OTA MOOS FH eg Oa 
He said that at Confederation almost all CHAD pede yD dota get eden Lina 
the employees had been taken from the vices rendered to the late Private B. Sif- 
old Province of Canada, and a resolution aa He, weelied, 14 oe nai SoMa 
had been at a previous session passed that pian pont Re Bee by the Sorern mea, 
each Province should be considered in pad 7 7 ih pe Re She Bs Te ee 
the appointments. Complaints, however, raisons aie 
had been made, and he believed that there | _, Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he had 
were only seventeen or eighteen from the | #+ present no recollection of the claim, 
Lower Provinces in the employ of the | but if there had been delay, it must have 
House, and only three in the Senate. been unavoidable, but full information 
He thought the matter ought to be would be laid before the douse after 
enquiry. 


looked intoand the evil remedied.—Car- 
Mr. OLIVER explained the circumstan- 


ried, ; 
ces of the case, and said such delay as had 
‘ APPOINTMENT TO DEPARTMENTS AT occurred should not have taken place — 
OTTAWA Carried. 
Mr. BURPEE moved an address for RAILWAY ACT. 


copies of all Orders in Council since Ist 
July, 1867 under which any persons have 
been appointed to office in the Public 
Departments at Ottawa. He believed the 
Civil Service Act had been set aside by 
Orders in Council.—Carried, to amend the Railway Act of 1868, and of 
the Bill (No. 8) to amend “ the Railway 
CLERGY RESERVES. Act of 1861,’ and to extend the same, (as 
c amended by Standing Committee on Rail- 
Mr. BOWELL moved an address for a/ ways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines), Mr. 
Leon of ee set apart as crnidy MILGSin the Chair. 
eserves out of 27,857 acres surrendere . a ca : 
to the Crown by the Mohawk Indians in een Eee ea heacie ame “0 
the Township of Tyendinaga, &c. He said ee 0 : 
that some of the lands’ had been sold and STAMP DUTIES. 
the money appropriated to other objects 
than the benefit of the Indians. On the motion of Hon. Mr, MORRIS; 
Hon, Mr. HOWS said there was no ob- | the House went into Committee on Bill 
jection to the address but feared there | No. 29, an Act to remove doubts as to the 
would not b2 time to obtain the informa- | liability of Stamp Duties of Premium 
tion this session.—Carried | Notes taken or held by Mutual Fire In- 
surance Companies. 
The Bill passed through Committee, and 
was finally passed. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E, CARTIER moved the 
House into Committee on Bill 31, an Act 
to amend the Railway Act, 1868, in which 
are inserted certain provisons of the Bill 


McoGREEVY’S CLAIM. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved an order of 
the House for claims presented by Mr._ 
McGreevy, contractor for Parliament Buil- | 
dings. | Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL, on moving the 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that there | further consideration of the proposed 
should be an evening session, so that the | motion that the House do now re- 
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solve itselt into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider certain resolutions on which to 
found an Address to His Excellency the 
Governor General, praying for the issue of 
amended regulations for the survey, dis- 
tribution, settlement, and sale of lands in 
the Province of Manitoba, said he under- 
stood on the previous discussion that the 
Government assented to the principles of 
his resolutions, and, if this were so, he 
would not press the matter. He thought 
a title ought to be given to lands ona re- 
idence of three years, and that some re- 

-duction should be made in the price of the 
lands. As to the administration of oaths 
he thought his objection had been acceded 
to as correct. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS admitted the latter 
point, but said there was no reason for a 
reduction of price. 

Order discharged. : 

Mr. FERGUSON referred to the distri- 
bution of the lands to the half 
‘breeds in the North West, and thought 
-gome condition of settlement should be 

imposed. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
intention of the law would be carried out, 
but it was impossible to have stated rules, 

-as some might be mere children and others 
men. As to the settlement duties, the 
smatter was premature, but would ke con- 
sidered subsequently. The Government 
was dealing most liberally in the matter of 
the lands, as shown by the appropriation 
to the half breeds, and the offer to the 
Volunteers. The Lieut. Governor was 
authorized to select the most suitable lands 
for the half breeds, and when the time for 
possession it would be time enough to con- 
sider conditions of settlement, and he was 
sure that the hon. member would believe 
that the Government would act in good 
faith in the matter. 

Mr. BLAKE pointed out that the effect 
of the regulations was that the half breeds 
were entitled to the lands without any 
conditions of settlement at all. 


Mr. FERGUSON said he could notaccept 
the statement of the Minister of Militia. 
He was in favour of settlement conditions, 
and was sorry that the matter was left so 
entirely in the hands of the Local Govern- 
ment. He should move a proposition 
that the conditions of settlement on these 
Indian lands should be the same as those 
imposed in the case of pre-emption and 
homestead rights. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
hon. member for Lanark had done good 
service to the public interests in bringing 
in those resolutions. The Government 
entirely agreed with the view taken by 
that hon. member respecting criminal law 


Hon. Mr. Macdougail 
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in Manitoba. ‘The suggestion with regird 
to the public roads was a local matter 
which had escaped the attention of the 
Government, but they would give it full 
consideration. He hoped the hon, mem- 
ber for Cardwell would trust the Govern- 
ment that they had a desire to deal fairly, 
and impartially with the people of the 
North West. | 

Dr. SCHULTZ regretted that the 
hon. member for Cardwell had 
taken exception to the appropriation 
of lands for the half-breeds. If it were 
given to them on any but the present 
terms, it would be practically useless to 
them, He hoped the hon. member would 
withdraw his motion. If land were to be 
sold at all (and he was opposed to making 
lands a source of revenue) he thought $1 
per acre was little enough for it (hear, 
hear). 

The House adjourned at six o'clock till 
one o’clock to-morrow (Tuesday) after- 
noon. 


THE SENATE. 


Tusspay, April 11, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o’clock. 


THE INTERCOLONIAL R, R. 


Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the 
House proceeded to the consideration of 
the Report of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into, and report on all 
matters connected with the survey, loca- 
tion and construction of the Intercolonial 
Railway since the appointment of the 
Commissioners, und the said Report being 
again read by the Clerk, 

Hon. Mr. McLELAN said that the report 
of the Commissioners had been prepared 
early in the Session for the purpose of 
being submitted to Parliament, but after 
the House of Commons had met, a num- 
ber of returns had been asked for, it was 
then expected that the report would be 
printed with the returns and immediately 
presented to both branches, but the House 
of Commons decided that they should be 
at once sent to the Committee on Public 
Accounts, where they had undergone a 
thorough investigation. 1t was then in- 
timated to that Committee that there was 
also a Committee of the Senate which was 
engaged in a similar investigation, and 
the papers were accordingly also submit- 
ted to that Committee. The report stated 
that the whole line had been put under 
contract. The total amount of contracts 
for the work, which included the whole 


1009 


road with the exception of the superstruc- 
ture, rails, ties, and rolling stock was $9,- 
692,791, the purchase of western extension 
“not being included. The progress of con- 
struction was exceedingly satisfactory, and 
had been considerably assisted by the 
thorough nature ot the surveys. 
dence adduced before the Committee 
went to show that the cost of surveys in 
other conntries had been far greater than 
in the case of the Intercolonial; and to 
prove this Mr. McLelan read from reports 
of American Engineers, which showed 
that the cost of engineering on various 
American lines ranged trom $1,635 to $3,- 
364 a mile. The evidence of Mr. Fleming 
and Mr. Shanly also showed that a great 
saving was effected in the construction of 
railways, when the surveys were perfect. In 
consequence of their unsatisfactory charac- 
ter in the case of the Pacific Railway, some 
$2,000,000 had been required to rectify 
errors. Since the Intercolonial had been 
located, the expenses of engineering had 
been largely reduced. From this time 
henceforth the staft are required to furn- 
ish their own supplies, and the reduction 
in the number has effected a saving in 
salaries of $38,000 annually. The location 
of the road was the most advantageous that 
could be made. The evidence taken 
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before the Committee, proved that the de- | 


parture of the line from the Major Robin- 
son route and its deviation in the direction 
of Newcastle had taken it through a well 
settled country, shortened the distance 
some 12 miles, and finally brought it to 
tide water, whe re it was available for ves- 
sels of 1000 tons. As respects the West- 
ern extension, the evidence before the 
Committee showed that the Governments 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick had 
entered into an agreement with a company 
in England to build a road from Moncton 
to Truro, upon a line chosen by the Gov- 
ernments, and with the distinct under- 
standing, that should the Intercolonial 
Railway be built, the former was to be a 
part of it. Under these circumstances 1t 
was obvious that had the route been taken 
as recommended by Mr. Fleming, taith 
would have been broken with the Com- 
pany, and a rival line would have been 
established. 

The Engineer of the line had stated that 
it had actually cost some $300,000 more 
than the company had received for it— 
something like $900,000. The Commis- 
sioners had made the valuation of the 
lands irrespective of any enhanced value 
that might be placed on them on account 
of the passage of the railway ; and he 
knew himself that land had risen In the 
neighbourhood one hundred per cent, In 
value. It was distinctly stated before the 
Committee that the location of the work- 
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shops at Moncton was proper, and the re- 
presentative of the County had said that 
the price paid was reasonable and mode- 
rate, In reference to the purchase of cars he 
explained that had all of them been taken 
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e as tendered by the Montreal and Toronto 
The evi- | 


firms, the Commissioners would have been 
obliged to ship them from River du Loup 
to Nova Scotia, and they would consequent- 
ly have cost more than those purchased in 
Halifax. Asrespects the locomotives ten- 
ders were asked for, and among those sent 
in was one froma gentleman residing in the 
Dominion who had no workshops or ma- 
chinery for the construction of locomo- 
tives. He tendered for twenty engines 
and also on behalf of an English Company 
at a sum considerably less than his own 
offer. It was evident to the Commission- 
ers that he was interested in both tenders, 
and the same game that had been played 
in the case of the sections might be re- 
peated. Supposing he received the lowest 
tender, then he might fail and fall back on 
the highest. It was also believed that the 
English Company making the lowest ten- 
der were not able to complete their con- 
tract, and finally the contracts were given 
to Companies in Glasgow, Kingston and 
Halifax. On the question of steel rails, Mr. 
McLelan read from various authorities to 
show that they were cheaper in the end 
—the breakages are less and greater 
security is ensured. In the case of bridges, 
it was seen after investigation that in 
many parts of the country wood would 
have to be carried a long distance at a con- 
siderable cost, and this fact taken in con- 
nection with the saving in masonry and 
the greater durability of iron, decided the 
Commissioners to build those structures of 
that material, whenever they are over 60 
feet span. In conclusion, Mr. McLelan 
stated that the cost of the railway would 
be, in all probability, from $5,000 to $10,- 
000 less per mile than the average cost of 
railways in the United States and would 
not be exceeded by any in respect to dur- 
ability and security. 


Hon. Mr. WARK was not disposed to 
enter into the discussion of the important 
subjects opened up by the hon. gentleman 
at that late stage in the sessicn; but an 
opportunity would probably occur here- 
after when he could debate the question. 
As respects the cost of engineering, how- 
ever, four-fifths of the railway had yet to 
be built and it was impossible to make 
comparison of the expense which could be 
considered reliable. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said this was a 
subject upon which he naturally felt a deep 
interest, and was called upon to make 
some observations in reply to the hon. 
gentleman from Kent. That gentleman 
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did not put the matter fully to the House 


when he charged against engineering ex- | 


penses upon the Intercolonial, when com- 
paring it with other lines, the whole cost 
which had been incurred in formér years. 
The cases were entirely different. Those 
American lines which had been quoted 
showed merely the necessary outlay in lo- 
cating each of these particular lines, while 
the outlay that had been incurred for 
many years past, and which it was now 
contemplated by the argument of the hon. 
gentleman, to charge against the engineer 
ing cost of the line, could not fairly be so 
charged, as a large portion of this expense 
in the past nine years had been incurred 
not in engineering expeditions connected 
with the location of the present route of that 
work, but in endeavouring to meet the de- 
mand from a large portion of the public, as 
well of New Brunswick as of Canada, to 
find a shorter, and, if possible, a better 
route on the Western side of the Province 
of New Brunswick. 

An examination of the ten or twelve 
trial routes which caused this expense, 
most of them from one to two hundred 
miles distant from the present line, will 
account for the expenses to which the 
hon. gentleman refers; but he could 
scarcely imagine that any person who 
wished to deal fairly could attempt to 
charge against the engineering expenses 
of the present route for the purpose of 
making out a case against the Government 
and their officers the expenditure of the 
last nine years upon the various trial lines 
to which he referred, all of which had to 
be allowed, and the expenditure for which 
had nothing to do with the construction of 
the road on the present route. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST JUSt.— 
The engineer who was sent had instructions 
to find the best route. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—In 1867, when 
the construction of the Intercolonial Rail- 
way became a part of the law of the land, 
much agitation existed with respect to the 
route, and the Government, as a matter of 
fair play, assented to the urgent call of the 
Western and Southern sections of New 
Brunswick to make surveys of the different 
lines which were alleged to exist in New 
Brunswick, 

ke surveys were made and line after 
line was run largely inspired by sectional 
interests, but professedly to obtain the 
shortest r.ute. \ | 

Hon. gentlemen would therefore find 
that when the surveying expenses charged 
against construction were counted up those 
Surveys would make a considerable item 
in the total amount. 
to the charges of the hon. gentleman from 
Kent (Mr. Wark), who has spent the past 
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two years in trying to show the mistakes 
and extravagance of the Government in 
connection with this great public work. 
He would now notice some statements 
in connection with this railway, made by a 
gentleman who occupied a prominent po- 
sition in this country, and to whom was 
generally conceded the leadership of the 
Opposition. That gentleman had, in the 
course of his perambulations in the West, 
frequently referred to the Intercolonial 
Railway, both in reference to its location 
and construction, in no measured terms of 


j condemnation; he condemned the selec- 


tion of the route though it was the same 
route that he in the great Confederation 
debate in 1856, pronounced as the one 
that should bechosen. He stated that the 
$20,000,000, which he alleges it will cost, 
as “‘so much money thrown into the sea,’’ 
and, doubtless, if he possessed the power, 
notwithstanding that it was the condition 
of our Union, the further construction of 
this road would be stopped and the hopes 
of the Maritime Provinces disappointed ; 
that gentlemen further stated, as [am in- 
formed, that many deviations had been 
mace from the route surveyed by Major 
Robinson, and that notably one at New- 
castle had been made to suit the interests 
of a member of the Government, and ‘in 
order to take it through Mr. Mitchell’s 
ship-yard,” that to do this a good line of . 
road through a fertile valley had been 
abandoned and the line taken away from 
the settlements and lengthened several 
miles, 

At this stage of the debate Hon. Mr. 
SANB / RN, supported by Hon. Mr. LETEL- 
LIER DE ST, JUST, raised a question of 
order, that the hon. gentleman had no 
right to refer to a member of another 
branch of the Legislature, nor to state- 
ments made by such person. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL contended that 
he had violated no rule of the House, he 
did not refer to what had taken place in 
the other branch, but to the utterances of 
the leader of the Opposition at his politi- 
cal meetings in the West, and that the 
Government, as well as himself, had been 
misrepresented by the gentleman referred 
to, he had aright, and Parliament was the 
proper place to give such explanations as 
he deemed necessary. 

The SPEAKER decided that Mr. Mit. 
chell had violated no rule of the House, 


| and had a perfect right to make his ex- 


planation. 

Mr. MITCHELL in resuming, said that 
he could quite understand the desire which 
had been evinced by the gentlemen of the 
Opposition to prevent his explanation. 
The charges referred to had gone to the 
they were untrue 
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they would doubtless be believed until 
they were contradicted, and it in this side 
winded way, by raising the question of 
order, they could have prevented his ex. 
planations, their object would have been 
accomplished. 

He then went on to say that it would 
be manifestly unfair were he not allowed 
to answer the unfounded charges that had 
fend circulated broadcast oyer the coun- 

ry. 

Now he would say in all sincerity that it 
had always been his desire in the case of 
the Intercolonial Railway, to see it located 
with a view to the best interests of the 
country. He believed the line adopted 
was really the best, and he was proud to 
say that he hadcontributed somewhat by his 
personal exertions, by his pen and other- 
wise, to enlighten the people of the Do- 
minion in reference to the merits of the 
route which had been adopted. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUSI— 
Were these also Mr. Tilley’s views? 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL--They were his 
own views, 
which he was a member, and were the 
views which Parliament endorsed. 

He would state that it was not true that 

the iine had been changed at Newcastle 
to suit his individual interests thereby, 
and to take it through his ship-yard as 
had been alleged. The facts were these, 
that Major Robinson’s line was not a 
located line, but mainly an exploratory 
one, and in adopting it as the general 
character of the route to be taken, it 
never was intended that no changes or 
deviations should be made _ therefrom 
when the public interests could be served 
thereby, and very many and important 
deviations were made, but only when the 
public interests were served, as appears 
by the evidence of Mr. Fleming and Mr. 
Shanly and others taken before the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Commerce of the 
House of Commons this present Session, 
of which Mr. Mackenzie was a member. 

In answer to question No. 2, put by Mr. 
Holton, Mr. Fleming replied :— 

Explain, if you please, the nature 
and extent of the deviations from the 
original line, and the considerations which 
led to their adoption ?—Material deviations 
have been made from the original Major 
Robinson Line, as laid down on the maps. 
although the general route has been adher- 
ed to, Between Riviere du Loup and 
Metapedia there is scarcely 2 mile of the 
linethe same. These deviations were made 
in order to lessen the cost of construction. 
It would have been enormously expensive 
to have built the railway precisely on the 
original line. Between Metapedia and 
Bathurst the original line his not been 
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widely departed from. Between Bathurst 
and Moncton the line has been straighten- 
ed some ten or twelve miles and brought 
nearer the centres of population. Be- 
tween Moncton and Truro the line as lo- 
cated is generallyat some distance from 
the original line; one great object of the 
deviation has been to pass through the 
coal and iron districts of Nova Scotia, with 
the view of assisting in the development 
of the mineral resources of the country. 

In answer to Mr. McKenzie, he said :— 

Mr. Mackenzie.—From Bathurst to 
Moncton there are really no engi- 
gineering difficulties, excepting the pas- 
ages of the Miramichi River, which is not 
very difficult. I would ask Mr. Fleming 
what is the nature of the country between 
Bathurst and Moncton from an_ engineer- 
ing point of view?--Very simple apart 
from its wooded character. 

The trees would be cleared away, I sup- 
pose ?—It is densely wooded; but when the 
wood is taken away itis level generally. 

In reference to the deviation from 
Bathurst to the crossingat Miramichi, Mr, 
Fleming further says :— 

Mr. Mackenzie—Will you say whether 
the original line run by Major Robinson 
by the Nipisiguit Valley, and down the 
west Branch of the Miramichi River, pre- 
sents greater engineering difficulties, or 
greater cost of construction than the route 
ultimately adopied between Newcastle 
and Bathurst ?—I can hardly answer that. 
We made an exploration but no line was 
begun. 

Did you never follow the line that he 
had drawn to ascertain the accuracy of 
his statement ? Because he states dis- 
tinctly (and I cannot see how he could 
have made it withont surveying the line), 
that there is no portion of it where the 
grade exceeds 25 feet per mile?—He 
speaks of average grades and not of par- 
ticular grades. 

I am quite sure that he says no grade 
there exceeds 25 feet per mile?—I am 
sure he speaks of average grades. 

Have you ever examined the route 
yourself ?—No. 

What is the grade upon the route 
adopted between Newcastle and Bathurst ? 
—One in a hundred—52 80 in the mile is 
the maximum. 

Did it not occur to you, from the 
statements made by Major Robinson, that 
it would have been wise to have followed 
his line?—No; I found that in other sec- 
tions of the country, the grades given on 
his profiles and other information did not 
agree with the ground. Ido not mean to 
infer that there were any inaccuracies in 
his reports on plans. They were all they 
professed to be, simply to show that there 
were no insuperable difficulties on the 
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route. They were not very accurate or 
wery detailed surveys, Lut they were cor- 
xect as far as they went. 

Mr. Mackenzie—In crossing so high 
up the river, could you not cross easier 
than at the Forks?—I think I could. I 
‘think the actual crossing would be some- 
what less. 

Mr. Walsh,— At that point ?—At Indian 
‘Town. 

Are you aware that in Major Robin- 
son's report he gives the estimate of cros- 
sing at Indian Town ’?—Yes, but that re- 
port was made some years ago, when it 
qvas the thought necessary to have very 
flat curves, &c., at Metapediac, where he cal- 
culated on building sixteen very long 
‘bridges ; we find it necessary to have only 
two bridges. I do not attach much import- 
ance to this estimate. 

I suppose the width of the Miramichi 
River has not varied much since Major 
“Robinson surveyed the line, He gives it as 
-something like 2,300 feet, at all events, 
-300 feet more than the actual lengthof the 
bridges at Newcastle. 

Mr, Mackenzie.—Was it necessary to 
make this divergence at Newcastle—Yes ; 
there was a very great necessity for it. 
The ground is at one place high, and at 
_another low, and we had to go down the 
-side of the hill very gradually. 

The highest point is where the line is 
-actually located ?—We took the lowest 
.ground we could find, and made a great 
many different surveys in that direction in 
order to find it. We selected the line 
which gave us the best railway, from an 
engineering point of view. 

In reply toaquestion by Mr. Lawson 
as to the distance that was saved by cross- 
ing the forks of the river near Newcastle 
in place of 16 miles higher up at Indian 
Lown, where Major Robinson proposed the 
crossing, Mr. Fleury says : 

Mr. Lawson—Would it have increased 
the length of the line to have brought it 
by Indian Town? Yes, it would have in- 
sreased it about ten or twelve miles. 

Mr. Mackenzie—Here is your answer. 
Mz. Fleming, and Iam quite sure that it 
conveys an erroneous impression. You 
say, ‘* Between Bathurst and Moncton the 
line has been straightened some ten or 
twelve miles, and brought nearer to the 
centre of population ?’’— Yes. 

Upon the same point Mr. Walter Shan- 
ly, M. P., in reply to questions says : 

Hon. Dr. Tupper—(Pointing to map) 
—Between that point (Bathurst) and that 
{Moncton), is it desirable to save eight or 
ten miles, and at the same time come 
nearer the centres of population and the 
sea coast ?--Of course. 

Mr. Mackenzie—But, supposing the 
grade on this line turns out vo be 100 feet 
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per mile and passing through a barren 
country, while the other line passes 
through a country that can be cultivated, 
and no part of the road having a grade of 
more than 25 feet to the mile. Now, con- 
sidering these facts (and I get them from 
official reports), do you consider it advis- 
able to go through this barren tract instead 
of going the other way ?-Under those 
conditions I would prefer the line having 
the better grade and better commercial 
prospects. 

Hon. Mr. Holton--Other conditions 
being the same, the shorter line is better 
than the longer ?—Certainly. 

The Chairman—-Do you not think it a 
commercial advantage to get to tide water? 

Mr. Mackenzie remarked,—But it does 
not reach tide water. 

Mr. Fleming further examined. 

Hon. Dr. 'Cupper--How near can ves- 
sels come to the line?-—-Half a mile for a 
vessel of 800 tons. 1 might almost say 
1,000 tons, 

I would ask whether the Intercolonial 
Railway grade on that portion ofthe line 
is objectionable ?--Not at all. I have al- 
ready stated that there is no engineering 
difficulty between Bathurst and Moncton, 
except the bridging. 

Mr. Mackenzie—Yes, but fifty feet to 
the mile is a high grade ?--Not at all. It 
is higher at other points than that. 

Hon. Mr. Holton—-How much higher 
by the line ultimately chosen than by the 
other ?--I cannot tell. It is quite possi- 
ble that the grade is a true one, but I 
found generally that the grades given by 
Major Robinson were average grades, not 
individual grades. 

Mr. Mackenzie—My recollection is 
very distinct that he states twenty-five feet 
to be the maximum? It may be that an 
easier line could be had at Indian Town to 
Bathurst. Ido not say it could not be 
had; but the line from Indian Town to 
Bay Verte could not be easier than the 
one from Newcastle to Moncton. 

You have surmounted the highest part 
of that land and the grades are necessarily 
high? Yes, but we escaped some very deep 
valleys. 

Mr. MITCHELL then stated that he 
thought that the evidence thus adduced 
before a Committee of which Mr, Macken- 
zie was a member ought to have satisfied 
that gentleman that he was wrong in the 
statements ascribed to him, that the 
change of the line had lengthened it from 
10 to 11 miles, and to the same extent in- 
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creased the cost, and the evidence which 


is now adduced, and which he himself, as a 
member of the Committee, obtained, 
must have satisfied him that he made 
a mis statement, and he should have cor- 


rected it; but he had waited in vain for 


; 
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such a correction, and he now indignantly 
repelled the imputation which several of 
that gentleman’s speeches contains, that 
the divergence of the line was made in his 
(Mr. Mitchell’s) interest, and for the pur- 
pose of enhancing the value of his pro- 
perty and taking it through his shipyard. 
Mr. M. further stated that such 
divergence, which is ascribed to those in- 
fluences, shortens the line from 10 to 12 
miles, and lessens the expenses to the 
same proportionate extent. That gentle- 
man was also wrong in stating that the 
divergence referred to removed the loca- 
tion of the line from a fertile valley, away 
from population and business, and, took 
it through a barren wilderness unfit for 
settlement. 

Mr. Mackenzie in speaking thus was 
not well informed and did not state the 
facts. The original location of Major 
Robinson between Bathurst and Mira- 
michi was some twelve to fifteen miles 
further into the interior, and hence fur- 
ther from population and settlement than 
the present location, and through land for 
half its length much the same in character 
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_ as the former, but, if anything poorer than 


the present line, while the latter, for the 
balance of the distance, was through better 


land than the former, and approaches the 


Miramichi in close proximity to the only 
towns or villages upon it, where the centre 
of trade and populations exists, and in 
close proximity to sea navigation. This 
latter point which Mr. Mackenzie did not 
consider worthy of notice, Mr. Mitchell 
deemed of vast importance to the future 


' trade of the place, and when it passed the 


town of Newcastle two miles below the 
crossing of the Miramichi River, it was 
within a quarter of a mile of ocean 
navigation, which was fit to 
float the Allan line of steamers. Had the 
line crossed at Indiany Town, 16 miles 
further up, as Major Robinson proposed, 
it would have been that distance further 
away from sea navigation, and it would 
have been comparatively needless for the 
promotion of our F isheries or the commerce 
of our vast sea coasts. Mr. Mitchell fur- 
ther stated that in the whole distance from 
Riviere du Loup to Halifax there were but 
two points where the Intercolonial Railway 
touched ports suitable as feeders for the 
trans-oceanic trade, viz: Restigouche and 
Miramichi ; and it was of vast importance 
to the future of the road, and to the pros- 
perity and trade of northern New Bruns- 
wick, that these points should be made 
available, and so far from the Government 
or himself being subject to censure for 
such a thange, he felt satisfied that 
Parliament and the country only 
required the facts to 
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| appreciate fully the advantages which that 
change of location afforded, In other parts 
of the road changes had been effected 
with advantage. On the Metapedia, for 
Instance, Major Robinson lays down 12 
bridges as required on passing through the 
Vasey, thus crossing the stream 12 times, 
while Mr. Fleming succeeded in passing 
it with but only two crossings: He stated 
that he was satisfied that Mr. Mackenzie’s 
general charges against the Government 
were as unfounded as in the particular in- 
stances which he had s0 satisfactorily 
answered. He was. well acquainted with 
the country and its resources, and he had 
no hesitation in saying that the line was 
located in the right place; that the money 
‘which it cost would not be thrown into 
the sea, but would be of vast utility in 
extending the operations in our 
immense fisheries, valued at $15,000,000 
per annum, in developing our lumber 
regions and in settling our agricultural 
lands, drawing population to our shores, 
and generally in enhancing the value of 
lands and property in that extensive region 
through which it passed. It had been 
made a charge against him that he 
owned lands in Neweastle, which 
would be enhanced in value 
by the construction of the road. gfhis he 
admitted was true, he was the owner of 
land which would be enhanced in value 
as any other lands in the vicinity would be 
enhanced, but he did not think that any 
one could fairly point to that as a ground 
of censure. He had for the past seven- 
teen years taken a prominent part in the 
advocacy ofthis great public work, not as 
a matter of local or personal, buta general 
and public interest, and while he frankly 
avows the advantages the railway would 
give to property, he indignantly repudiated 
the charge that he had in any way in- 
fluenced the direction or location of the 
road, from personal motives or interest, 
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| and thought it unworthy of a prominent 


public man thus to defame another 
in his ahsence as had been done 
by the gentleman referred to. 
He regretted exceedingly, he went on to 
say, that he was not present when the un- 
justifiable charges to which he referred 
had been made against him, for he would 


had immediately given a reply which 
would have prevented them being circula- 
ted so freely. He had never been influ- 
enced by personal motives in the course 
of his public career. For seventeen or 
eighteen years ago he had stood up tume 
and again, and assumed the same position 
he did that day with regard to the lo- 
cation of the railway, and he was proud to 
find that his action had been endorsed by 
the Parliament of the Dominion and was 
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supported by public opinion. This route 
took the railway through a greater quan- 
tity of good land thanit had gone through 
the valley of the North West. The traffic 
that would ere long be created in fresh 
fish, especially in Salmon, would be very 
large—one establishment at present onthe 


Bay of Chaleur shipped a large quantity of | 


fresh salmon in ice by schooners to the 
American market. When the railway was 
completed, dozens of such establishments 
would start up and find the business 
lucrative, since the cost of transportation 
would be insignificant, compared with 
whatit is now. None could presume for 
a moment to argue that the line was not 
decidedly the best that could haye been 
adopted. He could certainly say that he 
had never yet heard a substantial argu- 
ment to the contrary. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUS! 
regretted that no information had been 
given to show that the gauge adopted was 
the best. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that the 
question of gaugé had received the careful 
consideration of the Government, and af- 
ter obtaining the best information possi- 
ble they had adopted the 5 feet 6 inches 
as against the 4 feet 84 inches. The alter- 
ation of*the gauge under existing circum- 
stances would involve the sacrifice of a 
large amount of rolling stock now in use on 
the Government lines in the Maritime 
Provinces. Nor was it to be expected that 
the Grand Trunk could alter their gauge 
to please us. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD was in favour of 
the narrow gauge. 


The report was adopted. 


Some ordinary business was then trans- 
acted, and the House adjourned at six. 

On resuming at eight o’clock, the 
House passed several Bills and then ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tusspay, 11th April, 1871. 


The House met at one o'clock. 
After routine. 


THE CENSUS. 


Hon. Sir A. T. Galt asked what means 
had been adopted to ensure accuracy in 
taking the Census, The impression was 
gaining ground that it was not being taken 
properly, as the schedules were not yet 
distributed. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the Census was 
not to be taken by schedules left at peo- 
ples’ houses, but by enumerators. It was 
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therefore, unimportant whether the sche- 
dules were distributed or not, they were 
merely to give people information as to 
what questions they would be expected to 
answer. There would be three thousand 
enumerators employed some three or four 
weeks in taking the Census; they were 
now at work and so far as we could learn, 
were doing their business very thoroughly 
though not as fast as he had expected 
they would. 

Mr. D. A. MACDONALD said that as he 
had never been consulted as to the appoint- 
ment of enumerators in his own constitu- 
ency, he weuld not be responsible for any 
errors that might appear in the reports 
from Glengarry. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT regretted that ar- 
rangements had not been made to have 
the entire Census taken on one day. It 
was the only means by which an accurate 
Census could be taken. 

‘The subject was dropped. 


BILLS READ A THIRD TIME. 


The following bills were read a third 
time and passed. 

An Act respecting certain Savings Banks 
in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec (as 
amended by Standing Committee on Bank- 
ing and Commerce.)—Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS. 


An Act to provide additional facilities 
for the deposit of savings at interest with 
the security of the Government; and for 
the issue and redemption of Dominion 
Notes.—Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


On motion that the House go into Com- 
mittee on an Act respecting Weights and 
Measures. 


Hon. Mr. HULYON hoped the Bill would 
not be pressed at this late hour of the 
session. It should have been sent to the 
Committee on Banking and Commerce in 
the first place. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the hon, mem. 
ber could not have perused the Bill with 
his usual care, if he had he would have 
seen that its objeet was simply to consoli- 
date existing laws respecting Weights and 
Measures, and to provide, what was at pre- 
sent entirely wanting, a satisfactory sys- 
tem of inspection. 

‘The House went into Committee on the 
Bill, Hon Mr. BLANCHET in the chair. 

Mr, MILLS called the attention of the 
House to the fact that some of the provi- 
sions of the measure trenched on the 
municipal rights of the Local Legislatures. 


Mr. D, A. MACDONALD suggested that 
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the standard weight of a bushel of oats 
should be 32 lbs., as in the United States, 
After some discussion in Committee 
the suggestion was adopted. 
The Committee rose and reported the 
bill with amendments. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN objected to the bill as 
& measure for the creation of a fresh army 
of officials throughout the Dominion, 


Mr. KILLAM advocated uniformity in 
the Weights and Measures of the Domin- 
ion. He regretted that the Government 
had not seen fit to adopt the bushel mea- 
sure instead of continuing the minot at 
present in use there. 

The Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

The House went into Committee on the 

Act to render permissive the use of the 
metric system of Weights and Measures, 
Hon. Mr. BLANCHET in the chair. 
_ Mr, D. A. MACDONALD confessed his 
ignorance of the bill, and asked for ex- 
planation, if any member in the House 
(including the promoter of the Bill) knew 
anything more about it. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the’ system was 


Weights and 


being adopted throughout Europe, and 


the object of the Bill was to permit its in- 
troduction into this country. 

The Bill was reported without amend- 
ments, read a third time and passed. 

An Act to amend the Inland Revenue 
Act, 1868, and to alter the duties of Excise 
chargeable in the Province of Manitoba. 
(Resolution adopted on 6th April,referred.) 
Hon. Mr. MORRIS—was passed through 


_. Committee. 


On motion for a third reading Mr. D. A. 
MACDONALD said he had but one objec- 
tion to the measure, it was going to make 
liquor cheaper in that Province than in 
any other part of the Dominion. He be- 
lieved that every precaution should be 
taken against allowing the sale of whiskey 
to the Indians and Half-breeds, and to ac- 
complish this object, a prohibitary law 
should be enacted. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that perhaps 
some arrangements might be come to with 
the Local Government, to increase the 
amount of duty on importations of liquor 
into Manitoba. This Government had 
power to impose only 25 cts. per gallon, 
on whiskey introduced there. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he quite agreed 
with the hon. member for Glengarry, and 
would like to see a Maine law passed in 
the new Province. 

Mr. D. A. SMITH thought it would be 
exceedingly beneficial to the North-West 
country if intoxicating liquors could be 
excluded from it altogether. be believed 
the Legislature of Manitoba would very 
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readily consent to an increase of duty on 
imported liquors. 

Hon, Mr. ANGLIN suggested that as it 
was too late in the session to make the 
alteration in the amount of duty, that the 
Government should be empowered to 
raise the duty to as higharateas they 
might think was necessary to check the 
imporfation of intoxicating liquors into, 
the North West Territory. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS adopted the sugges- 
tion of the Hon. member for Gloucester, 
and a clause to that effect was inserted in 
the Bill. 

The Bill as amended ‘was read a third 
time and passed. 

The Act to amend the Act securing the 
independence of Parliament was passed 
through Committee, Mr. SCATCHERD in 
the chair. 

On the motion for concurrence, Mr. 
BLAKE moved that the bill be re-commit- 
ted with instructions to provide that after 
the dissolution of the present Parliament, 
no paid Commissioner of the Intercolonial 
Railway shall be eligible as a member of 
this House. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER said that 
the only reason why a member of this 
House had been appointed to the office, 
was in order to give the House an oppor- 
tunity to put questions directly to the 
commission during the construction of the 
Railway, and to leave one of the commis- 
sioners present toreply on their behalf. 
This Parliament would not be dissolved. 
for two years yet, and he hoped before 
1873 to be able to take a pleasure trip to 
Halifax via the Intercolonial Railway, (hear, 
hear.) It would, therefore, be his duty to 
oppose the motion of the hon, member 
for West Durham. . 

A division was thea taken on the mo. 
tion which was lost: Yeas 54, Nays 71. 

Yeas.—-Messrs. Anglin, Barthe, Benoit, 
Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bow- 
man, Burpee, Cheval, Crawford [Brock- 
ville], Delorme, (St. Hyacinthe], Dorion, 
Ferris, Fournier, Galt [Sir Alexander iy 
Geoffrion, Holton, Huntington, Jones, 
[Leeds and Grenville], Killam, Little, 
Macdonald, (Glengarry), MacFarlane, Mac- 
kenzie, Magill, Masson [Soulanges, ] Mc- 
Conkey, McDougall (Lanark), McMonies, 


Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Victoria, 0.), 
Munroe, Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, 
Pickard, Pouliot, Pozer, Ross (Prince 


Edward), Ross[ Wellington, C. R.], Rymal, 
Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, ‘Thompson 
rOntario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
White [Halton] Whitehead, Wright [ York, 
Ontario, W. R.], and Young.—94. 

Nays,—Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, 
Beaty, Bellerose, Bertrand, Blanchet, 
Bowell, Bown, Brown, Burton, Cameron 
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rInverness], Cameron (Peel), Caron, Car- 
tier [Sir George E.], Cimon, Costigan, 
Currier, Daoust, Delorme [Provencher], 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Hincks [Sir Francis], 
Howe, Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, McDonald 
fAntigonish], McDonald [Lunenburg], 
McDonald [Middlesex), Masson, [Terre- 
bonne], McDougall (Three _ Rivers), 
McMillan, Moffatt, Morris, Morrison 
(Niagara), O'Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Renaud, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun- 
das), koss (Victoria N. 8.) Savary, Shanly, 
Simard, Simpson, Smith [Selkirk], Sproat, 
Stephenson, Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, 
Tupper, Webb, White (Hast Hastings), 
Wilson and Wright (Ottawa County).—7l. 


OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. BLAKE moved that after the disso- 
lution of the present Parliament, no per- 
son holding any employment of profit in 
the service of the Government of any of 
the Provinces of the Dominion, such as 
sheriff, registrar, prothonotary, &c., shall 
be eligible asa member of the House of 
Commons. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
game reason that prevented the Govern- 
ment from accepting such an amendment 
two years ago, still existed. The Govern- 
ment ought to be free to employ whoever 
they might like. It was for the Local 
Legislature of each Province to create 
laws to meet such cases, and not for this 
House. 

Mr. BLAKE said the remarks of the 
Minister of Militia, were based entirely on 
a mis-conception of the functions of the 
Local Legislatures. The view to be taken 
of it was this: —Were these men likely to 
be independent here? Were they or were 
they not likely to be influenced by the 
Local Governments? Were they or were 
they not in a position as servants of the 
Local Government, to discharge their 
duties impartially in this House? That 
bie the view and the only view to be taken 
of it. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER contended 
that the Local Legislatures alone had a 
right to deal with the question. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Hon. Minis- 
ter of Militia was well aware that he (Sir 
Geo.) practically controlled the appoint- 
ments in the Province of Quebec. 

Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER—No, no. 


Hon. Mr, HOLTON simply desired to see 
the same men excluded from this Parlia- 
ment that were excluded from the Parlia- 
ment of the old Province of Canada. 

Hon Mr. DUNKIN denied that the Min- 
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ister of Militia controlled the appoint- 
ments of the Local Legislature of Quebec. 
There was no earthly reason why this 
motion should be passed, because the 
Local Legislatures would take good care 
to prevent their servants from sitting in 
this House, knowing that the moment 
they did so, the servant became too pow- 
erful to be controlled by their masters. 


Mr. MACKENZIE cited cases in which 
influence had been exercised over mem- 
bers of this House, through the absence of 
some such provision as that contained in 
the motion before the House. 
could result trom carrying this resolution 
and no good argument had been adduced 
to show that it should not be incorporated 
in the bill. 


Hon. JOS. HOWE said he had seen gen: 
tlemen in this House pressed by other 
than Government influences. In his own 
Province he had never employed the Gov- 
ernment patronage to exercise undue in- 
fluence. But the money which he had 
obtained for Nova Scotia by his compro- 
mise with the Government, had been so 
expended by the Local Government of 
Nova Scotia as not to throw a singie dollar 
into the hands of his supporters. ‘There 
was wholesale bribery, far worse than any- 
thing which could be pointed to in this 
House. 

A division was then taken on the motion 
which was lost; Yeas 56, Nays 71. 

Yras.—Messrs. Anglin, Barthe, Blake, 
Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Brousseau, 
Burpee, Cheval, Cimon, Currier, Delorme 
(St, Hyacinthe), Dobbie, Dorion, Ferris, 
Fortier, Fournier, Galt (Sir Alexander T.), 
Geoffrion, Godin, Grant, Hagar, Holton, 
Huntington, Little, Macdonald (Glengar- 


Parliament. 


ry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, 


Morrison [Victoria O.], Munroe, Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Ross [Dundas], 
Ross [Prince Edward], Ross (Wellington, 


C. R,), Ryan [King’s N. 38.], Rymal, 
Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, ‘Thompson 
[Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 


White [Halton], Whitehead, Wright [Ot- 
tawa County], Wright York, Ontario, W. 
R.J and Young—s6. 

Nays.— Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, 
Beaty, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blan- 
chet, Bowell, Bown, Brown, Burton, Cam- 
eron [Inverness], Cameron (Peel), Caron, 
Cartier [Sir George E.] Costigan, Daoust, 
Delorme [Provencher], Drew, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Gau- 
det, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, 
Hincks [ Sir Francis], Howe, Hurdon, Jack- 
son, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lapum, Lawson, McDonald [Antigonish], 
McDonald [Lunenburg], McDonald (Mid- 
dlesex), Masson [Soulanges], Masson 
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[Terrebonne], McDougall [Lanark], Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McMillan, Moffat, 


Morris, Morrison (Niagara], (’Connor, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Renaud, 
Robitaille. Ross [Champlain], Savary, 


Simard, Simpson, Smith, (Selkirk), Sproat, 
Stephenson, Street, Tilley. Tourangeau, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White (East Hast- 
ings), and Willson.—71. 

Mr. BLAKE moved that after the disso- 
lution of the present Parliament, no Min- 
ister of the Crown in any of the Provincial 
Governments shall be eligible as a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons. 

Lost—Yeas 59, Nays 72. 


Yeas.—Messrs. Anglin, Ault, Barthe, 
Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Brous- 
seau, Burpee, Cheval, Cimon, Crawford 
(Brockville), Delorme (St. Hyacinthe), 
Dorion, Ferris, Forbes, Fortier, Fournier, 
-Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar, Holton, Hunting- 
ton, Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Killam, 
Little, Macdonald (Glengarry), MacFar- 
lane, Mackenzie, Magill, Masson (Sou- 
langes), McConkey, McMonies, Meicalfe, 
Mills, Morison (Victoria OU.), Munroe, 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ross 
(Victoria N.S.). Ross (Wellington C. R.), 
Ryan (King’s N. B.), Rymal, Scatcherd, 


Snider, Stirton, ‘Thompson (Ontario), 
Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, White (Halton), 
White (East Hastings), Whitehead, 
Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.), and 
Young.-—d9. ‘ 

Naye.—Messrs. Archambeault, Baker, 


Beaty, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blan- 
chet, Bowell, Bown, Brown, Cameron 
(Peel), Caron, Cartier (Sir George E), 
Costigan, Daoust, Delorme (Provencher), 
Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, 
Galt (Sir Alexander T.], Gaucher, Gaudet, 


Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Hincks (Sir Francis), Howe, Hurdon, 
Jackson, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 


Lapum, Lawson, Macdonald (Lunenburg), 
Macdonald (Middlesex), Masson (Terre- 
bonne), McDougall (Lanark), McDougall 
(Three Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, 


Moffatt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), O'Con- 


nor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Re- 
naud, Kobitaille, Ross (Champlain), Savary, 
Simard, Simpson, Smith (Selkirk), Sproat, 
Stephenson, 


(Ottawa County).—72. 

The bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
House into Committee on the Act to make 
further provision for the Government of 
the North West Territories (from the Sen- 


ate). é ; 
Mr. SCATCHERD in the chair. 


Hon. Sir GEV. E. CARTIER explained | 
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that this was the temporary measure 
which was passed some two years ago, and 
which the Government now desired to re- 
enact. 


Hon Mr. MACDOUGALL thought they 
should wait until they obtained the news 
of the Local Government. 


Dr. SCHULTZ concurred in the views of 
the member for North Lanark, and thought 
until communication was opened, the 
powers of the Lieutenant Governor should 
not be limited in this matter. 

The Bill then passed through Committee 
was reported, and the third reading 
moved. 

Mr. MILLS said in the interest of emi- 
grants the Laws of Settlement, should be 
amended so that no person demeaning him- 
self peaceable or in an orderly manner shall 
ever he molested on account of his mode 
of worship or religious sentiments, and 
that the estates of persons dying intestate 
shall be distributed among their descen- 
dants. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E, CARTIER said the rea- 
son the Government resisted the motion 
was that it was untimely, as almost all the 
Country was in the possession of the In- 
dians. The matter was in the hands of the 
Lieutenant Governor and his Council and 
the less interference there was the better. 

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) thought it would 
be very impolitic to legislate on tnis sub- 
ject just now. 

Mr. BLAKE said. there was already a 
law on this subject ; now the question was, 
what law was the best. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said it would be 
much better to leave the matter to the 
Local Government. 

The motion was declared lost on a Divis- 
ion and the Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 


Parliament. 


CRIMINAL LAWS IN MANITOBA. 

The House went into Committee Mr. 
SCATCHERD in the Chair, on Bill (No. 58) 
An Act to extend to the Province of Mani- 
toba certain of the Criminal Laws nowin 
force in the other Provinces of the Do- 


| minion (from Senate). 
Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, | minion (ft ) 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, Willson and Wright | 


Mr. MACDONALD called attention to 
the “provisions for the triils of any 
crimes to be committed, and the repeal of 
the former laws, shewing that the act took 
away the authority to try any offences that 
had occurred before the passing of the 
Act. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said there 
was already a Recorder’s Court which would 
have to try Criminal Cases, and this act 
was merely to take the place of the existing 
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law, but that court would still have its | April instant, should be constructed and 


full force. 

Mr. MACDONALD asked whether any 
offence committed before the Act could 
be tried by the Court to be established. 

Hon. Sir GEO.E. CARTIER said certainly 
it could, under the Criminal Laws existing 
at the time of the committal of the crime. 


Mr. BLAKE said the Act could not bear 
the construction put upon it by the Minis- 
ter of Militia, and the Government though 
competent to provide the Criminal Law 
had no power to govern the jurisdiction of 
the Court which the Act really did. It 
was necessasy the Court should have power 
to try past offences, and he thought the 
Act should be amended so as simply to 
introduce the Criminal Law. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it was 
certainly not the intention to organize a 
Court, and he quite agreed with the con- 
stitutional argument of the Hon. Member 
for West Durham. He would consider the 
wording of the Act so as to alter it to meet 
the real intention. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said there were 
other clauses which would have to be con- 
sidered, for instance those relating to the 
Juries and the language of defence, 


The Committee rose, reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again to-morrow. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF PROVINCES. 


The House went into Committee, Mr. 
SCATCHERD in the chair. 


To consider certain Resolutions for an 
Address to Her Majesty on the subject of 
the draft of a Bill intended for submission 
to the Imperial Parliament for the purpose 
of removing doubts which may have been 
entertained respecting the powers of the 
Parliament of Canada, to establish the 
Provinces in Territories admitted, or 
which may hereafter be admitted into the 
Dominion of Canada, and to provide for the 
representation of such Provinces in the 
said Parliament, and vesting such powers 
in the said Parliament. 


Hon Sir GEO. E. CARTIER promised to 


consider a suggestion of Mr. Millsas to the | 


Laws on Elections and the Committee rose, 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again to-morrow. 


PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
the House should go into Committee to 
consider the following Resolution: 

Resolved, that the Railway referred to in 
the Address to Her Majesty concerning the 
Union of British Columbia with Canada, 
adopted by this House on Saturday the Ist 
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worked by private enterprise, and not by 
the Dominion Government; and that 
the public aid to be given to secure that 
undertaking should consist of such liberal 
grants of land, and suchsubsidy of money, 
or other aid, not unduly pressing on the 
industry and resources of the Dominion, 
as the Parliament of Canada shall here- 
after determine. 


Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the 
motion as out of order, the House having 
already considered a similar Resolution 
moved by the member for Sherbrooke. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER saidthe pro- 
position he submitted was different from 
that of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, but 
even if it were not different, it could not 
be considered in its present form to-day. 
The motion of the member for Sherbrooke 
affected the second reading ot the Bill, but 
the present was a distinct proposition. He 
pointed out the particulars in which he 
considered the two propositions differed. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the motions 
were so identical that he should have to 
vote for the present one; but he thought 
under the circumstances the motion was 
in order and should be considered. 


Mr. ANGLIN said he thought the resolu- 
tion was something in the nature of a de- 
claratory act, modifying the measure pre- 
viously passed on the subject. 


Mr. MACKENZIE maintained that the 
resolution was identical with the previous 
one, and had already been negatived. 

After some further discussion, 


The SPEAKER ruled the proposition in 
order, and said it would have been so at 
the present stage, had the two motions 
been alike, word for word. 


The House then went into Committee, 
and reported the Resolution, which was 
read a first and second time. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said he thought it 
would be unfair to mislead the people of 
British Columbia by admitting them on 
one condition and now passing a Resolu- 
tion that that condition need be kept. The 
terms of Union pledged the construction 
of the Railway, but the present made it 
uncertain. He thought the matter should 
be made clear, and he therefore moved in 


' amendment that the building of the Rail- 


way should be confined to the way men- 
tioned in the Resolution, and that an Ad- 
dress should be presented to Her Majesty 


praying her to be pleased to consider the -— 


Resolution as part of the Address of the 
Ist April, and as one of the conditions of 
Union with British Columbia to be embo- 
died in the Order in Council declaring the 
Union, 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said the Address 
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having been passed, he could not vote for 
any addition, and tne whole responsibility 
of the conditions contained in that Address 
rested with those who had carried it. and 
not with him. ; 
The amendment was put and th t 

resulted as follows: Your 42, Nays 19. j 


YeEAS.—Messrs. Anglin, Bertrand, Blake 
Bodwell, Bowman, Brown, Cheval, Cimon, 
Delorme (St. Hyacinthe), Dorion, Drew, 
Fortier, Fournier, Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar, 
Holton, Huntington, Macdonald (Glengar- 
ry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, Mc- 
Conkey, Mills, Morison (Victoria O ) Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Pouliot, Pozer, Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington C. R ), 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Stirton, Thompson (On- 
tario), Tremblay, Wallace, White (Halton) 
Whitehead, Wood, and Young.—42. 


Nays,—Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, Ba- 
ker, Barthe, Beaty, Bellerose, Benoit, Blan- 
chet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, Cameron 
(Inverness), Cameron (Peel), Caron, Cartier 
(Sir George E.), Cartwright, Costigan, 
Crawford (Brockville), Currier, DeLorme 
(Provencher), Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Fortin, Galt (Sir Alexander T.), 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, 
Gray, Grover, Hincks (Sir Francis), Howe, 
Ifurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Killam, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, Little, 
McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunen- 
burg), McDonald (Middlesex), Masson 
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McDou- 
gall (Three Rivers), McMillan, Moffatt, 
Morris, Munroe, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross 
(Champlain), Ross (Victoria N. 8.), Ryan 
(King’s N. B.), Schultz, Simard, Simpson, 
Smith (Selkirk), Sproat, Stephenson, 
Street, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, 
Webb, White (East Hastings), Willson, 
and Wright (Ottawa County).—79. 

Mr. TREMBLAY moved in amendment 
that the construction of the road should 
be entrusted to private companies, who 
should make the necessary disbursements, 
and receive as compensation such lands as 
the Government should judge convenient 
to grant along the line of route, or in the 
neighbourhood thereof. 

The amendment was voted on as follows : 
Yeas 11, Nays 106. 

Yras.—Messrs. Cheval, Cimon, Delorme 
(St. Hyacinthe), Dorion, Fortier, Fournier, 
Godin, Huntington, Pelletier, Pozer, and 
Tremblay.—11. 

Nays.—Messrs. Anglin. Archambeault, 
Ault, Baker, Barthe, Beaty, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Blanchet, Bodwell, 
Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, Brown, 
Cameron (Inverness), Cameron (Peel), Ca- 
ron, Cartier (Sir George E.), Cartwright, 
Costigan, Crawford (Brockville), Currier, 
DeLorme (Provencher), Dobbie, Drew, 
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Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Galt 
| (Sir Alexander ‘T.), Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Geoffrion, Gendron, Gib»s, Grant, Gray, 
Grover, Hagar, Hincks (Sir Francis), Hol- 
ton, Howe, Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, 
Killam, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lapum, Lawson, Little, Macdonald (Glen- 
garry), McDonald [Antigonish], McDonald 
(Lunenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), Mac- 
Farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, Masson [Sou- 
langes], Masson (Terrebonne), McDougall 
[Lanark], McDougall (Three Rivers), Mce- 
Millan, Mills, Moffatt Morris, Munroe, 
Oliver, Paquet, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Pouliot, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross 
[Champlain], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 
[Wellington C. R.], Ryan [King’s N. B.], 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Schultz, Simard, Simp- 
son, Smith [Selkirk], Sproat, Stephenson, 
Stirton, Street, Thompson (Ontario), Tilley, 
Tourangeau, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White 
| Halton], White [East Hastings], Willson, 
Wood, Wright [Ottawa County], and 
Young.—106. 

The main motion was carried, and at a 
quarter past six the House rose till Hight 
o'clock. 


AFTER RECESS, 
BANKS AND BANKING. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the second 
reading of the amendments to the Bill re- 
lating to Banks and Banking. He ex- 
plained that the amendments were not of 
such a nature as to interfere with the gen- 
eral principles or provisions of the Bill. 

All the amendments, excepting the 3rd, 
were concurred in. 


RAILWAY DRAWBRIDGES. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved the second 
reading of the Act to authorise the Gover- 
nor in Council to exempt Railway Compa.- 
nies in certain cases from the obligation to 
build drawbridges over navigable rivers 
(from Senate). He explained that its ob- 
ject was to provide that bridges over navi- 
gable rivers should be constructed in such 
a way as not to interfere with the naviga- 
tion of such river. 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the Bill. 
It was a proposal to take the functions of 
Parliament out of the hands of this House, 


and as such should meet with their disap- 
proval. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the whole pro- 
ceeding was irregular, and if proceeded 
with at all, should at least be postponed 
till next session. If, as he suspected, the 
Bill was to give special powers to some 
railway company, 1t would be better for 
them to come before this House in the re- 
gular way as petitioners. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEYIN said this was no 
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‘special case, but a general measure. Un- 
der existing laws, the Local Legislatures 
could grant charters to Railways and per- 
mit them to construct drawbridges over 
navigable streams. ‘Lhis Bill proposed to 
give Government a surveillance over such 
matters so as to prevent railway compa- 
nies or other corporations from interfer- 
ing with the navigation of public water 
channels. 

Hor. Mr. HOLTON had no objection to 
the assenting to a second reading of the 
Rill, if the Government would send it to 
the Committee on Canals, Railways, and 
Telegraphs. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN had no objection 
to do so. 


Mr. BLAKE said even under these cir- 
cumstances, unless the Bill were very 
greatly modified in Committee, he would 
feel bound to oppose it. General mea- 
sures were framed to meet general emer- 
-gencies. It could not be said that such 
‘was the case in this instance, and he saw 
> no good reason why this House should re- 
sign its privilege of dealing with these 
matters as they rose. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said a great | 


many accidents had occured through tkese 
draw-bridges, and it was proposed to com- 
pel companies to erect fixed bridges under 
which steamers could pass by lowering 
their smoke stacks. He admitted that 
the measure was somewhat irregu ar and 
he would like to have it referred to the 
Standing Committee on Railways and 
‘Telegraphs. 

The Bill was read asecond time and 
referred to the Committee accordingly. 


LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT. 


The Act in relation to the Library of 
Parliament, was read asecond time and 
passed through Committee, Mr. SCAT- 
CHERD in the chair, 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the sala- 
ries, and said either those of the officers 
connected with the Library were too high 
or those of other officers were too low. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
matter was a peculiar one and the mea- 
sure would tend to economy, There was 
no increase in the salaries. The matter 
had to be arranged between the two 
Houses, and should be accepted, and if 
there were officers in other branches who 
were underpaid, their cases could be con- 
sidered. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was a very 


invidious thing to consider any particular 
Oilicers separately. 


Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry), said the 
officers connected with the Library should 


Hon, Mr. Langevin. 
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not be pliced in a different positicn from 
the other officers of the House. 


Mr. FERGUSON was also opposed to 
any exceptional consideration to the off- 
cers connected with the Library, and he 
thought the Government should leave the 
matter for another year, and then adopt a 
general measure. 


Mr. MILLS said the Bill enacted no in. 
crease in the salaries of the Library offi. 
cers, it was only the mode of payment that 
was changed. 


Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said of 
course if there was any difference in the 
treatment of the officers of the House, the 
Government would be ready to consider 
the matter. ‘The member for Bothwell 
had explained that there was no increase 
in the salaries of the Library officers, and 
therefore, there was nothing unfair to 
other officers. 


Mr. SCATCHERD thought the Bill asa 
whole tended to economy. but regretted 
that a larger amount was to be paid by 
the House of Commons than formerly. 
Ever since Confederation every extrava- 
gance had been exercised, and not a sin- 
gle instance of economy in the Public 
Service could be pointed out. 


Mr. YOUNG said that no one class of 
officers should be treated differently from 
another. 

The third reading of the Bill was declar- 
ed carried on a division. ; 


ESTIMATES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS desired to 
make some general observations before go- 
inginto Committee and toadd some further 
remarks to the financial statement he had 
previously made. One of the leading 
journals of the day had thought proper to 
make some criticisms on the supplemen- 
tary estimates, without waiting for any ex- 
planation, and he desired to show what an 
injustice had, in his opinion, been done 
to the Government. In his previous state- 
ment he had named the estimates at $16-., 
394,804, and revenue at $16,810,000, leav- 
ing a surplus of $415,196. To this might 
be added a reduction in the estimates 
really rated, of $110,000, It had, however, 
been represented most unfairly, that the 
Goverment were coming down with sup- 
plementary estimates which must be placed 
against the estimated revenue, whereas a 
very considerable portion of those esti- 
mates were chargeable against capital. 
Every Government considered that there 
were many Public Works which could not 
be charged againt revenue. For instance, 
no one could imagine it possible that the 
‘‘ Intercolonial’”’ or the ‘‘ Pacific’ could be 
constructed out of revenue, or that the 
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of revenue. If the Legislature of the 


country were not prepared to incur debt 


with a view to making great public im- 
provements, the result of which would be 
vastly to increase the income, they must 
abandon the idea of making the improve- 
ments at all, because, of course, it was 
simply impossible that such improvements 
could be made out of income. Referring 
to the items themselves, one was for the 
very important work of raising the banks 
of the Welland Canal, with a view to ob- 
taining a much greater depth of water, an- 
other was towards the enlargement of the 
Grenville Canal Locks,and another towards 
improving the channel of the river St. 
Lawrence, between Kingston and Mon- 
treal. He would not now enter into the 
merits of these particular items, but it was 
a gross misrepresentation to say that the 
Government ever contemplated making 
these improvements out of the revenue 
of the year. It had been stated that the 
result of these supplementary estimates 
would be that there would bea surplus 
of expenditure over income of something 
like one million of dollars, but he would 


show how very different would be the 


actual result. He would take the supple- 
mentary estimates and the income for the 
current and the ensuing year. ‘The sup- 
plementary estimates for 1871 amounted 
to $1,099, 263.71 less $250,000, for the sur- 
vey of the Pacific Railway, not out of in. 
come, reducing the amount chargeable 
to income to $849,263.71.. For the year 
1872 the amount was $1,134,350, of which 


- $500,000 was chargeable to capital, leaving 


$634,350, as the amount chargeable against 
income, making a total amount so 
chargeable of $1,485,613,71. He had 
said in his statement of March 
last that there was an_ estimated 
surplus of $1,892,627 for the current year, 
and he could now state that, after two 
months more experience, that surplus 
would be increased by half a million of 
dollars, making an aggregate surplus for 
the current year of $2,392,627, so that 
with the surplus of $523,900, for the year 
1872, the total surplus would be $2,916,527, 
—and the aggregate of the supplementary 
estimates bemg $1,483,613.71, the total 
surplus amounted to $1,432, 93.29. This 
was notall. There would be an amount 
of some $87,000 to be received on an offer 
which had been received for the purchase 
of thesite of the present post office at 
Montreal, and in addition the Government 
expected to receive $125,000 from the Im- 
perial Government on account of the ex- 
penses of the North West, the entire cost 
having been charged in the estimates. 
These two amounts, say $200,000, made a 
surplus of over $1,600,000 for the two 
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years. He admitted that the estimates 
were unusually high, but he would say 
most distinctly that there was not one 
item that could not be justified as a neces- 
sary and desirable question in the interests 
of the country. The newspaper to which 
he had referred had taken exception to 
the item for the Montreal Post Office, but 
it was well known that the Post Office had 
been for years back most discreditable, 
and the reason the vote was not asked at 
first was that negociations were still going 
on, and the Government did not expect to 
obtain a proper site this year, but now, al- 
though the matter was not definitely con- 
cluded, he believed they would succeed 
in getting the very best site in the city. 
Then there was the amount for the post 
offices at Toronto, Quebec and London. 
This was only a revote and had merely 
been omitted from the first estimates in 
error. Then there was an amount of $50,- 
000 for the Census in the North West and 
British Columbia, which had not been in- 
cluded in the original estimates. Another 
item had been criticised, that for clearing 
away the snow from the Public Buildings. 
This was merely caused by a change of 
mode of payment, the matter being now 
under the control of the Public Works 
Department, and the service was now 
being performed much more economically 
than formerly. He would not speak of 
the votes for light houses or harbors, for 
these could all be explained at the proper 
time, nor would he say much about the 
British Columbia vote, which slightly ex- 
ceeded the amount which it had been sup- 
posed would be required. Of course the 
Government could not make a very accu- 
rate estimate, but they now asked what 
they thought would be required. There 
were two items however which had been 
particulnrly mentioned in the newspaper 
criticism he had referred to, namely : cost 
and damages awarded by juries in two 
customs cases. He detailed the circum- 
stances under which the cases had arisen, 
and said that they being exactly similar, 
it was agreed that one should be brought 
before the Courts, and the decision given 
should govern both. This had oeen 
done and the decision given against the 
Government, and the Government had 
now to ask authority to pay the amounts, 
and so tar from the claimants being satis- 
fied, he knew they were deeply dissatistied 
because they could not obtain interest on 
the amounts they had claimed. Then as 
to the Penitentiary near Montreal this was 
believed to be a very necessary under- 
taking. He could state without hesitation 
that no Government had ever been more 
scrupulous than the present in charging 
against income everything that could be 
legitimately socharged. As to the amount 
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for the Halifax Buildings he hoped the 
matter would be arranged and the money 
not expended, but he considered that as 
interest would have been received for the 
money, it would have been a fair charge 
against capital, He might say that the 
income of the year was well kept up, as in 
the first ten days of the present month 
about $11,000 had been received more 
than was received last year, notwithstand- 
ing the repeal of the coal duty and the 5 
per cent duties, and whatever opinion 
therefore might be formed with regard to 
particular items he could state with per- 
fect confidence that there was no danger 
of any financial embarrassment, and that 
there was ample revenue to meet all the 
estimates. Before taking his seat he de- 
sired to refer toa statement which had 
been made on a former occasion that an 
otficial of the Government had interfered 
in election matters. If he remembered 
aright, it had been alleged that that offi- 
cial had gone to the County of Essex and 
had stated that Sir George Cartier desired 
the return of one candidate and the rejec- 
tion of the other. He had enquired into 
the matter, and he was able to state first 
of all that it was absolutely incorrect to 
say that that officer was authorised by Sir 
George Cartier to say anything at all, se- 
condly that he never used Sir G. Cartier’s 
name, and third that the cause of his being 
there was his being on public duty connect- 
ed with the Departments of Customs and 
Inland Revenue. lt had-~aiso been stated 
that the gentleman in question stated to 
the captain of a gunboat that he would be 
dismissed if he did not take a certain 
course, and he was authorised to say that 
he had nosuch communication with that 
captain and he (Sir Francis) had himself 
seen a telegram stating that the person 
alluded to had distinctly denied that any 
such statement had ever been made to 
him. After sucha charge was made he 
thought it was enly just to the gentleman 
concerned that he should make this ex- 
planation. 

Hon. Sir A. T, GALT said it must be 
satisfactory to all to find that the revenue 
was larger than anticipated, but it was de- 
cidedly unsatisfactory to find that the 
expenditures had also been very large. 
He thought the hon. member should have 
referred to these large supplementary 
estimates when he brought down his bud- 
get. In that speech the hon. gentleman 
had stated that the supplementary esti- 
mates would amount to about $300,000. 
The estimates now brought down showed 
a sum of $1,134,000, which was certainly a 
large increase. It was true that $500,000 
ofthat amount was chargeable to capital 
account, but even then there were $634,- 
000 to be added to ordinary account. 


Hon. Sir F. Hincks. 
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There would, therefore, be an actual defi’ 
cit during the ensuing year. The hon’ 
gentlemen had not explained how he in” 
tended to make up the deficiency which 
would, undoubtedly, be caused by the 
removal of duties. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said he. had taken 
this matter into calculation and the hon. 
member would see that whereas the in- 
come from Customs last year amounted to 
$10,500,000, the estimates for the ensuing 
year were only $10,000,000. He believed 
the income from Customs would largely 
exceed that amount. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT was glad to hear 
it. He would remark, however, that the 
supplementary estimates were largely in 
excess of what the Hon. Financial Minister 
nad led the House to believe a month 
ago. 

Hon, Sir F. HINCKS said he had already 
explained the cause of this increase. 


Hon, Sir A. T. GALT regretted to see 
the re-introduction of making appropria- 
tions for small local works. One of the 
advantages which had been looked for as 
a result of Confederation, was the total 
abolition of this objectionable system,’ and 
he regretted to see it adopted by the Gov- 
ernment again, many of the items now 
brought down should have appeared in 
the general estimates. 


Estimates. 


THE MURDER OF SCOTT. 


On the motion to go into Committee of 
Supply, 

Mr. RYMAL moved that all the words 
after ‘“that’’ be left out and the following 
inserted :—This House regrets that the 
Government of the day have done nothing 
towards procuring the punishment of the 
murderers of Thos. Scott, and that an 
humble address be presented to His Ex- 
cellency, praying that he may take such 
steps and make such exertions as may be 
best calculated to bring these men to 
He said he had hoped that the 
Government would have taken up this 
matter before now. But, as they had fail- 
ed to do so, and as the murderers were 
walking about the streets of Fort Garry 
in broad daylight unmolested, he felt it 


_ his duty to place this motion in the hands 


of the Speaker. He (Mr. Rymal) ‘was 


| the last to appeal to party or seetional 


prejudices, but in the part of Ontario 
which he represented, there was a feeling 
of determination to bring the murderers of 
poor Scott to justice, and this feeling was 
increased by the knowledge that the late 
rebels were now the men who were ap- 
pointed to office, while loyal men were 
slighted and neglected. Of all the bad 
things of which the Government had been 
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guilty, this abuse of the public patronage 


was the worst, after the shameless avowal 


made by a Minister of the Cabinet the 
other day, of having prostituted the public 
patronage, he believed that His Excellency 
should refuse to be advised by such a man, 
and say to them ‘‘get thee behind me 
Satan.” It was high time that the mur- 
derers in Manitoba should be punished, 
and that an anmesty should be granted 
to all others who were guilty of merely 
political offences. He regretted that the 
time had passed when a British subject 
could say that his life was sacred, and 
could not be sacrificed without bringing 
speedy punishment on his murderers. 
Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said every 
member in the House must deplore in his 
inmost heart, the murder of that unfor- 
tunate man Scott. He (Sir Geo.) denied 
that any sympathy existed in Quebec for 
the murderers. There was no doubt that 
there had been an irritated feeling among 
the people of Quebec at the time, but it 
arose from no sympathy with the murder- 
ers, but from unfounded charges of news: 
papers in Ontario, that the priesthood in 
Manitoba were implicated in the crime, 
He deplored that this matter should be 
brought before the House again and in 
sucha manner. ‘The hon. member had 
introduced the motion in a sort of jocular 
manner, wholly unsuited to the occasion. 
He (Sir Geo.) hoped the House would 
join with him in condemning, not only the 
motion, but the manner in which it had 
been introduced, (hear, hear). The Gov- 
ernment never had the power to bring the 
murderers to justice. At the time that 
the crime was committed this Government 
had no jurisdiction in the North-West. 
When Manitoba was erected into a Pro- 
vince the administration of justice rested 
with the Local Government and not with 
this Government. How then was this 
Government responsible, when this Par- 
liament had, by its own Act, handed the 
jurisdiction over criminal matters to the 
But, even though the 
Ashburton treaty had extended to the 
North-West, this crime did not come 
under it, for high treason and murder 
committed in furtherance of high treason 
were not extraditable crimes under that 
treaty. He could not understand how 
any hon. member, after the repeated ex- 
planations which had been made by mem- 
bers of the Government respecting this 
matter, could have brought it up again. 
He knew of but one reason for it, and 
that was to create party feeling at the close 
of the session. Then with regard to the 
charge that! the Gvernment had abused 
their power in bestowing patronage in 
Manitoba. The hon. member knew very 
well that the only patronage they had at 
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their disposal was the appointment of the 
Lt.-Governor of the North-West, and 
could a better appointment have been 
made than that of Mr. Archibald? Judge 
Johnston had also been appointed by this 
Government, and no one had ever disput- 
ed the wisdom of making that appoint- 
ment. ‘l'hese were the only two appoint. 
ments made in that Province by the 
Dominion Government. Then the hon. 
member had asked, “why not proclaim 
an anmesty?’’ The reason was that it 
could only be done under-the authority of 
the Queen, An anmesty could not be 
proclaimed by this Government. He (Sir 
Geo.) hoped this would be the last of these 
motions. The hon. member knew well 
when he proposed it that 1t would not be 
carried, and it would be as well to with- 
draw it. 

Mr. RY MAL said he had no intention to 
withdraw his motion. It was no sham, 
and he did not believe inshams Would 
the Minister of Militia tell him, if this 
Government had no authority in Manitoba, 
why they were able to issue a reward for 
the apphehension of the murderers of |. 
Hon. Mr. McGee, and when the murderer ~ 
was arrested, how it was that they could 
employ legal counsel to conduct the case? 
Had not the Government the same author- 
ity in Manitoba? he believed they had, 
and that they should exercise it in bring- 
ing the murderers to justice. 


Hon, Sir Geo. E. CARTIER said that the 
murderers of Thos. Scott were in a foreign 
country, and it was useless to offera re- 
ward for their punishment. 


Mr. BOWELL said he did not understand 
why this motion should create irritation on 
the Government side of the House, any 
more than among the Opposition. 
Although he would support the motion of 
the hon. member for Wentworth, he would 
have preferred that the hon. member 
should have waited tiil the House went 
into Committee of Supply, and then, on 
reaching’ the item to compensate those 
who had sustained losses by the rebellion 
in Rupert’s Land, he could have brought 
forwand h:s motion, He (Mr. Bowell) 
could not agree with the Minister of 
Militia, in holding up Governor Archibald 
asa great and good man. The appoint- 
ments that the hon. gentleman had made 
in the new Province proclaimed him to be 
anything but that. Then, with respect to 
the statement that the murderers of Thos. 
Scott were in a foreign country, he would 
refer the Hon. Minister of Militia to the 
papers if he wished to learn the where- 
abouts of these men. It was publicly re- 
ported (and no one denied the statement) 
that they were in Manitoba at present and 
no one interfered to arrest them, If so, 


1039 Murder of 
it was a disgrace to this Dominion. He 
believed that the root of the whole North 
West difficulty lay in the Hudson’s Bay 
Territory, and he did not entirely blame 
the people who had risen in rebellion. 
Still he thought that the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor might have appointed some of the 
loyal men to office, instead of filling all 
the offices with the late rebels. Banna- 
tyne, who was formerly Postmaster at 
Fort Garry and whose connection with 
Riel was notorious, was now Postmaster 
there. Yet this was an office in the gift 
of this Government. Another of the re- 
cent appointments made in Manitoba was 
that of Spence, formerly editor of the 
New Nation, the mouth-piece of the rebel 
Government. ‘The hon. member for Sel- 
kirk had endeavored to represent this 
man as a mere employé who edited the 
the paper for others on a salary; but the 
facts were different. his man who had 
turned a traitor to his country and used 
all his powerand influence to stir up strife 
in the North West was now appointed to 
an important office. These and other ap- 
pointments made by that ‘‘great and 
good ’’ Governor Archibald were sufficient 
to show that the rebels were the only men 
who had been treated with any degree of 
consideration in the new Province. If the 
hon. members opposite really felt horri- 
fied at the murder of poor Scott, in justice 
to themselves they should have asked Her 
Majesty either to grant an amnesty clear- 
ing them all or to have taken the some 
steps to secure the arrest of the murder- 
ers in the same manner as had been done 
when Hon. Mr. McGee was murdered. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not intend to 
follow the discussion raised by the hon. 
member for North Wentworth, at any 
length. He was not surprised at the 
course taken by that hon. member; but 
he was surprised that the hon. member for 
West Hastings should lend him:elf to sup- 
port this motion. He was satisfied that 
the hon. geitleman could not have exa- 
mined the subject in his usual logical 
manner when he supported a motion, the 
object of which, was to stop the supplies 
and embarrass the whole Government of 
the country. It the hon. member for 
Wentworth was really sincere in bringing 
up this motion, he would have taken a 
better opportunity to have it before the 
House. After the statements made on 
both sides of the House, by the Hon. Mi- 
nister of Militia on the one side, and the 
hon. member for West Durham on the 
other. 


Mr. BLAKE—I never supported the 
Hon. Minister of Militia’s views on this 
subject. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—Then if the hon. 
Mr. Bowell. 
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ij member for West Durham thought that 


this Government had jurisdiction in this 
matter, with his legal knowledge, he should 
not kave left it to the hon. member for 
North Wentworth to bring it up at this late 
hour of the session. The hon. member knew 
that this Government had no more au- 
thority in the North West, when this mur- 
der was committed, than they had in the 
Kingdom of Greece. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—Are you sure of that ? 


Hon. Dr, TUPPER said that the very 
highest legal authorities sustained that 
view of it, and it was beyond doubt the 
correct view. The hon. members oppo- 
site had spoken of the jurisdiction of this 
Government in the North West in a man- 
ner which was totally opposed to the prin- 
ciple of Responsible Government.  ‘I'his 
House had decided that there was good 
ground for the complaints of the people 
of Manitoba, and their refusal to accept 
the conditions offered them by this Parlia- 
ment. When the murder of T'nos. Scott 
occurred and their country was convulsed 
with horror, this Government could do 
nothing, except as they could advise the 
Government of Ontario. With respect to 
Lieut. Governor Archibald, he would say 
that in the Legislature of Nova Scotia he 
had been opposed to that hon. gentleman 
for years, and there was not a man in the 
Province who enjoyed a higher reputation. 
Governor Archibald was a man of unstain- 
ed political reputation, a man occupying 
the highest and most respectable position, 
not only as a public man, but in his pri- 
vate character. He was sent to the North 
West to administer the Government, not 
according to despotic rule or according to 
the views of the Government he had left 
behind him here, but according to the 
best of his judgment. When he went 
there he found the population rent in 
twain, and the result of his rule was that 
he was unanimously sustained by the 
people of the Province. Instead of vio- 
lence and bloodshed peace and good order 
now reigned. As to the reference that 
had been made to the Volunteers, instead 
of there being on the part of the people 
of Manitoba, a hue and cry to get rid of 
those volunteers, the statements of the 
representatives of that country and the 
record of several publicmeetings that had 
been held, shewed that the people were 
most anxious that the volunteers should 
remain. He thought that if the results 
were a fair test, Mr. Archibald’s course, 
although mistakes might have occurred, 
ought to give unqualified satisfaction to 
the people of the Dominion. He would 
not have risen to his feet had he not felt 
that knowing {Mr. Archibald, and know- 
ing that he was entitled to the confidence 


- on statements that were not true. 
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of the House and of the country, and to 
the grateful thanks of the people, he 
would have done injustice to his feelings 
had he remained silent. Every one could 
see, however, that the motion was brought 
at atime, and with the avowed object of 
obstructing the Government and derang- 
ing the public business, and it was founded 
It was 
stated that Government had power to 
deal with the question. He need not re- 
mind the House of the terms of the Ex- 
tradition Treaty which had already been 
so clearly explained. The crime Mr. Riel 


and other parties were charged with was 


the crime of murder, and murder connect- 
ed with high treason, and the demand for 
extradition, if made at all, would have to 
have been made by Great Britain, because 
the crime occurred in a British Possession. 
Well, why did not Great Britain deal with 
the matter? Why, knowing her rights 
under the Extradition Treaty, she knew 
she would render herself an object of ri- 
dicule if she demanded the extradition of 
a criminal on the charge of high treason. 
No country could ask extradition on such 
a charge, Again, it had been asked why 
an amnesty was not given. Every one 
knew that the Government had no power 
to grant an amnesty, and that the Queen 
herself had no power to do so, it could 
alone be done by an Act of the Imperial 
Government. He thought he had shewn 
that in this matter the Government had 
been assailed for not doing what neither 
Law nor Constitution enabled them to do, 


_and also that Mr. Archibald had discharg- 


ed his duty to the best of his ability, and 
with asingle eye to the peace and the 
prosperity of the Province under his care, 
and in undertaking a task so difficult he 
was entitled to the favorable consideration 
of the House and the country. 
Hon.Mr.WOOD joined issue with the Hon. 
Minister of Militia and others who declared 
that this Government had no jurisdiction 
over the North West at any time. An Im- 
perial Statute passed in 1803 issued a com- 
mission appointing persons to take infor- 
mation, issue warrants, apprehend parties, 
and bring them to the Province of Lower 
Canada, or as issued directly under seal of 
Lower Canada to Upper Canada, and try 
them before the proper tribunals. Under 
this Act, two persons at least [Brown and 
Boucher] were arrested in the North West 
and tried at Little York. In 1818 the 
Hudson’s Bay Co. entered into bonds with 
the Imperial Government, in the sum of 
£5000 stg. to apprehend in their own ter- 
ritory themselves and hand over criminals 
for trial by the Government of Lower Ca- 
nada under this Imperial Act. In the 
transfer of the North West to Canada, this 
power was transferred to the Governor 
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General of the Dominion from the Gover- 
nor General of Canada. [Hear, hear.] Now, 
in the face of these facts all the fine argu- 
ments of the hon, members opposite were 
the most worthless balderdash. [Order, 
order!] It was absurd to say that while 
these acts remained in force (and they had 
never been repealed) that this Government 
had not authority to punish any crime 
committed in the North West. The Presi- 
dent of the Council had stated that murder 
was not within the limit of the Extradition 
Act. Well, every one knew that political 
offences were not within the scope of the 
Act, but murder certainly was, and no 
Government would ever hesitate to deliver 
up amurderer. There was, however, a 
period of time when the Dominion Govy- 
ernment had authority and jurisdiction 
over the North West. By Order in Council 
it was transferred to the Dominion of Ca- 
nada, and alcng with it the obligation to 
preserve the peace and to punish crime, 
and at that time most unquestionably the 
Dominion Gcvernment had jurisdiction, 
and he would ask the President of the 
Council, who had jurisdiction, if the Do- 
minion of Canada. had not, from the date 
of the transfer to the time of the erection 
of the Province. It was perfectly plain 
that no one had ever had any jurisdiction 
but the Governor General and Government 
of Canada, and no one but that Govern- 
ment was responsible for the non-execu- 
tion of the law. It might not have been 
politic to punish the crime, but certainly 
the power existed. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he was 
surprised to hear such an argument from a 
legal gentleman. The.hon. member had 
tried to shew that the Dominion Govern- 
ment had the right to exercise criminal 
jurisdiction in the Red River, and had 
quoted an Imperial Act of 1803 which en- 
abled the Hudson’s Bey Company to bring 
down criminals to Lower Canada, and to 
have them tried there. He remembered 
a case of a poor Indian having been 
brought down on a charge of murder and 
tried in the District of Three Rivers be- 
cause it was alleged that if the boundary 
lines of that district were extended they 
would enclose the place at which the 
murder was committed. The man was 
found guilty and condemned to death, but 
a philanthropic Society in England took 
up his case and proved clearly that there 
was a mistake territorially, and succeeded 
in obtaining a pardon. The Act of 1803 
cited was afterwards amended in 1815 or 
1816, giving to Upper Canada the right to 
the same jurisdiction, to some extent. 
The Confederation Act, however, deprived 
the Dominion Government of the adminis- 
tration of justice in any Province, and the 
hon. member had quoted the 12th clause, 
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but if he wouldread that clause and the 
65th clause also, he would find that his 
whole argument was false and without 
foundation, and that the administration of 
Justice rested entirely with the Local Gov- 
ernment. The hon. gentleman had fur- 
ther stated that by the Act of 1818 by 
which the Hudson’s Bay Company were 
required to hand over criminals for trial to 
the Governor of Lower Canada, was trans- 
ferred to the Governor General of the 
Dominion in 1867. Under the Manitoba 
Act it was provided that from and after 
the date of the transference of the North 
West to Canada all legislation with regard 
to the province should take place. That 
only took place on the 15th July, and it 
was alterwards necessary to send an expe- 
dition to Red River to restore order, All 
persons who were guilty of the murder 
had then escaped to a foreign country and 
he challenged the hon. member for Brant 
to show at what time the Dominion Gov- 
ernment had jurisdiction in the North 
West. 

Mr. DONALD SMITH said he had been 
present at Fort Garry when Thomas Scott 
was murdered and had done all in his 
power to save the life of that poor man. 
It had been asserted in the public press 
of Ontario that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
with others had conspired to prevent jus- 
tice being done to the murderers. A num- 
ber of excited people—some forty or fifty 
of them—came to him (Smith) asking to be 
sworn in as special constables to arrest the 
murderers. They said, ‘We will go to 
shoot them down, but not to take them in 
any other way.”” They demanded a war- 
rant to commit murder, in fact. He re- 
fused to give them a warrant. They after- 
wards obtained one, but by that time the 
murderers had escaped. This was before 
the arrival of Governor Archibald. In 
reply to the hon. member for Hastings, he 
(Smith) would say that Mr. Donnell, one 
of the appointments referred to, was 
never friendly with Riel, and had in fact 
been imprisoned by the rebel chief. He 
(Smith) denied that Mr. Bannatyne had 
ever opened letters, as had been charged 
against him. He had opened one, but it 
was under compulsion. With regard to 
Spence and the New Nation, he (Smith) 
believed if the hon. member would look 
at the fy'e subsequent to April Ist, when 
Spence took charge of it, he would see 
that the tone of it was greatly improved, 
Although some persons had censured 
Governor Archibald, the great body of the 
people sustained him. These were a few 
facts in reply to the honorable member for 
Hastings. 

Dr. SCHULTZ said he regretted to find 
that amember from Manitoba should have 
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thought it necessary to join in this d’scus. 
sion to stirup a dirty puddle. The hon. 
member had done so to maké a personal 
statement, and he (Dr. Schultz) would also 
make a statement respecting the applica- 
tion made to the hon. member for Selkirk 
for a warrant to arrest the murderers of 
Thos. Scott. He (Dr. Schultz) was not in 
the Province when the event occurred, 
but he held evidence in his hand in the 
shape of an affidavit from Thos. Lusted 
reciting the facts connected with the case 
and affirming that he believed Donald 
Smith was anxious to give Riel and Lepine 
time to escape. He (Dr. Schultz) wished 
to place this matter on record and let it 
drop, but if the hon. member for Selkirk 
desired to refer toit as he had done, he 
(Dr. Schultz) felt it his duty to place the 
facts of his party before the public, too. 


Mr. D. A. SMITH repeated his explana- 
tion respecting his refusal to issue a war- 
rant when applied to for one--could he 
have given a warrant uvder such circum- 
stances? This very Thos. Lusted said to 
him (Mr. Smith) on the very evening of 
the same day that a warrant shou'd not 
have been issued under such circumstances. 
When these men applied for a warrant, 
the Lord Bishop of Rupert’s Land anda 
number of the most respectabe men in 
the place were present. 


Mr. BLAKE said there was a time, and 
not so long ago, when the Governor- 
General was induced to proclaim that he 
had control over the North West. In his 
proclamation, Sir John Young made use of 
these words: ‘‘I shall order that no legal 
proceedings be taken against any party 
implicated in these unfortunate breaches of 
law.’’ This was done in his capacity as 
Governor-General, and by the advice of 
his Council. He (Mr. Blake) asserted that 
this Government had power to deal with 
this matter. Their very Act of this after. 
noon in extending criminal law to Manito- 
ba, was proof of it, this Government had 
authority to procure the arrest of the 
murderers of Thos. Scott, who were walk- 
ing about Manitoba in broad daylight. If 
Riel was in the United States Lepine was 
not. It was well known that he was in 
Manitoba, and if no tribunal existed there 
to arrest and bring him to tria!, it was the 
duty of this Government to bring down a 
proposal to estab'ish a regu’ar court there 
for the execution of the criminal laws. It 
might be possible that Riel’s crime was 
not an extraditable offence, but he (Mr. 
Blake) denied that such trouble as that 
which took p!ace in the North West should 
be Jooked upon as a political movement. 
Mr. Donald A. Smith was, at the time of 
the murder, in the Red River country, 


\ 
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treating with the people for a Union of the 
North West with Canada. What were the 
excuses alleged for the murder of Scott? 
Not that. his offence was a political one, 
The murder was perpetrated on grounds 
of purely personal revenge. Under the 
circumstances his extradition should be 
asked from the United States Governmont, 
and we had a better right to demand it 
than that Government had to obtain the 
extradition of Burleigh. At. any rate it 
was the duty of the Government to use all 
their power to obtain the extradition of 
the murderer. But, throwing all these 
arguments aside, what were the reasons for 
this delay in bringing the murderers to 
to justice, The President of the Council 
had acknowledged that there was good 
ground for dissatisfaction against Canada. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said his statement 
was that any one who had listened to the 
representations of the people could hardly 
help feeling that they had ground for dis- 
satisfaction. 


Mr. BLAKE—Well it amounted to the 
same thing. The circumstances at any 
rate remained and could not be explained 
away. They sent aCommissioner to ascer- 
tain the cause of complaints and did every 
thing to sh w our consideration, and at the 
same time we found a Canadian brutally 
murdered, and were they to be told that 
premeditated insult being inflicted on this 
country, no step could be taken to punish 
the crime? The case of the late Mr. McGee 
had keen alluded to. Was nothing done 
Government then knew that a re- 
ward would be a great stimulus, and they 
acted promptly, without any scruples as to 
their jurisdiction, and after offering the 
large reward, themselves conducted the 
prosecution of the murderer, although 
they had no cause to believe that the On- 
tario Government would fail to do its duty. 
If they could.do this why could they not 
do something in the case of Scott? They 
could have applied to the Lieut. Governor 
to use his utmost endeavours to procure 
the arrest of the murderers, and he could 
have acted or not. Therefore putting 
aside Extradition or the establishment of 
a Court, the Government was guilty of | 
neglect in having failed to do what they 
might have done, and ought to be called | 
upon now to take every possible step in | 
the y;rosecution of the matter. He was 
convinced that the Government ought at 
first to have done all in its power to arrest 
the men, but it had done nothing at all, 
and stated that it intended to do nothing. 
They were sent from one place to another, 
the Minister of Justice sent them to En- 
gland, from Ontario they were sent here, 
and from here they were sent to Manitoba. 
Where should they go, baffled in their at- | 
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tempts .to obtain justice? Where should 
they go if not to the Imperial Parliament 
to express their regret that this had not 
been done. 

Mr. FERGUSON was happy to be able 
to agree for once with the hon. member 
for West Durham. The hon, gentleman 
had found by experience that the Ontario 
Government had not the power to deal 
with the case and that the only place 
where such a motion should be brought 
forward was in the Dominion Parliament. 
It seemed to be adm‘tted that some of 
the men were still in the North West, and 
if they were not arrested, he thought the 
military would not do their duty. His 
belief was that those men could have been 
arrested and brought to justice without 
any warrant, and certainly if it were true 
that these villains were in the country and 
Governor Archibald and his Government 
did not arrest them and bring them to 
justice, they would not do their duty. 
Whether extradition could be obtained or 
not the application ought to be made. 
After reading Mr. Smith’s report his 
opinion of Riel was a thousand times 
worse than 1t had been before. He thought 
the proposition however rather ill-timed, 
and that it should have been a substan- 
tive motion, as it was not stopping the 
supplies, and was passing a vote of cen- 
sure on the Government. But whether 
the supplies were stopped or not, justice 
ought to be done on Scott’s murderers, 
who ought to be condemned by every 
honest thinking man in the country, and 
if the authorities did not arrest them they 
were worthy of a'lcensure. 


Mr. McDONALD (Antigonish) said he 
regretted that any murder should be used 
in order to make political capital, and he 
was surprised at the serio-comic way in 
which the motion had been introduced. 
Touching the power of the Government in 
this matter, he could not agree with the 
member for Brant, and thought the juris- 
diction had never been transferred to the 
Governor General. The North West was 
no part of Canada at the time of the 
murder and the jurisdiction in criminal 
matters then rested either with the Hud- 
son’s Bay Territory or the Imperial Gov- 
ernment. Was the House to be told that 
there was no Court in the North West to 
try murder. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—No, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER— Yess. 

Mr. :McDONALD concluded by refer<- 
ing to the murder of McGee, which he 
said was entirely different from the Scott 


murder, and was entirely within the Do- 
minion, the other was committed outside 


of Canada. 


we 


1047 Murder of 


Mr. JACKSON said that before the vote 
was taken he desired to state the grounds 
on which he should justify his own. ‘That 
a murder had been committed—a foul and 
unprovoked murder—there was no doubt, 
and that the only reason assigned for such 
a barbarity was the loyalty of poor Scott. 
He believed that justice would cvertake 
the culprits. The wrongdoer cannot escape 
from the consequences of his own act, but 
it was now charged-against the Govern- 
ment that it had refused to render that 
aid in the administration of justice which 
was its peculiar funttion. Now this is 
either true or not true. The motion made 
by the member fer Wentworth affirms that 
they are chargeable with guilty negligence 
and yet nobody has pointed out the way 
in which they should have acted. Most 
of the gentlemen who have spoken have 
taken different views of the subject, and 
he inferred from the speech just made by 
the hon. member for West Durham that 
he didnot believe that either Ontario or 
Quebec had criminal jurisdiction in the 
matter. He has cited the action of the 
Dominion Government at the time of the 
murder of the late Mr. McGee to show 
that the Government should press this 
matter upon the attention of the Govern- 
ment of Manitoba. This then is an ad- 
mission that in the opinion of the member 
for West Durham the tribunals of Manitoba 
are invested with the authority. Grant this, 
and now that the Government of Manitoba 
is being organized the Government of the 
Dominion should not be held responsible 
for having failed tonegotiate with a Gov- 
ernment that has scarcely yet entered 
upon its existence. He considered that 
the occasion and time chosen for the in- 
troduction of this motion afforded some 
clue to the character of the motives which 
influenced its promoters, All men act by 
motives, and motives give moral 
quality to actions. Now, while repudiating 
the intention of imputing motives he 
might ask whether it would be the slightest 
infringement upon the rules of charity to 
say that the only underlying motive which 
prompted the mover was to render some 
service in the interests of faction. What 
becomes of the boast of the opposition 
that they did not desire to mix up the 
death of Scott with the tactics of party? 
At the end of the session when the mo- 
tion to go into Committee of Supply was 
before the House, and when the question 
—owing to these circumstances—becomes 
a question of confidence or non-confi- 
dence in the Government, it cannot be dis- 
cussed on its merits. He therefore said 
that he believed the mover of the amend- 
ment, who in submitting it, had indulged 
in the mock heroic, was much less solicit- 
ous of avenging the murder of Scott than 


Mr. McDonald. 
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of pandering to the unreasoning preju- 
dices of a party. With these views, and 
in view of all the responsibilities which 
could attach to his action, and with a desire 
to stand acquitted by his own conscience 
he (Mr. Jackson) wou'd vote against the 
motion inamendment. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIWN said this matter had 
been brought up in the Local Legis!ature 
of Ontario for political purposes, and it had 
its temporary effect as every one knew. 
But the gentleman who had brought it on 
there had not taken it up here, but left it 
to the hon. member for Wentworth. ‘The 
hon. member for Brant also had endeavor- 
ed to throw the whole responsibility on 
the Government, but he (Mr. Dunkin) 
thought that the reply of the Minister of 
Militia had quite silenced that hon. mem- 
ber. There remained only the argument 
of the hon. member for West Durham to 
be refuted. That hon. gentleman had 
made a great flourish about the proclama- 
tion issued by Sir John Young, but he for- 
got that it was issued it the name of the 
queen, and by direct command of Her 
Majesty. This Government had no con- 
trolin Manitoba, and though they could 
request the Local Legislature to hold a 
court, they could not compel them to do so. 
With regard to the argument respecting 
extradition, he would simply say that the 
treaty did not extend to the North West, 
but, even though it did, it was the place 
of the Local Legislature to make the 
demand, and not this Government. It 
was a most undignified position for this 
House to assume, to endeavor to coerce a 
small Province into doing what they would 
not dare to demand a large Province to 
undertake. The motion was ill-timed and 
absurd, and he hoped it would be voted 
down, 


Mr. RYMAL said he had been most 
serious in his motion and could appeal to 
all who had known him whether he was 
ever guilty of any unnecessary lightness. 
It was the matter not the manner of his 
motion that had taken effect. 


The amendment was put and the vote 
resulted as follows :—Yeas 40, Nays 75. 

Yras.—Messrs. » Ault, Blake, Bowell, 
Brown, Burpee, Burton, Dobbie, Drew, 
Ferguson, Ferris, Jones (Leeds and Gren- 
ville), Killam, Little, Macdonald (Glen- 
garry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McDougall (Lanark), Mc- 
Monies, Mills, Morrison (Victoria, O.), Mun- 
roe, Oliver, Pickard, Ross (Dundas), Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington, C. R.), 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Schultz, Snider, “tirton, 
Wallace, Wells, White (Halton), White 
(East Hastings), Wood, Wright (York, 
Ontario, W. R.); and Young.—40. 

Nays.—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 


A 
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Baker, Barthe, Bellerose, Benoit, Blanchet, 
Bourassa, Bown, Brousseau, Cameron 


(Inverness), Caron, Cartier (Sir George E.), 
Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, DeLorme (Proven- 
cher), DeLorme (St. Hyacinthe), Dorion, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, 
Fournier, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray, 
Hincks (Sir Francis), Holton, Howe, Hur- 
don, Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, McDonald (Antigonish), 
McDonald (Lunenburg), Masson (Soulan- 
ges), Masson (Terrebonne), McDougall 
(Three Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, 
Moffat, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), O’Con- 
nor, Paquet, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pozer, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Victoria, N. S.), Ryan (King’s, N. B.), 
Simard, Simpson, Smith (Selkirk), Sproat, 
Stephenson, Tilley, Tourangeau, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, and Wright (Otta- 
wa €0.)—T5. 


SUPPLY. 


The House went into Committee of Sup- 
ply, Hon. Mr BLANCHET in the chair. 

The supplementary estimates were pass- 
ed through Committee pro forma, on the 
understanding that full discussion would 
be allowed on concurrence. 

The House adjourned at 2:45 this a. m., 
till 2 p. m. to-day. . 


THE SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 12, 1871. 


Tne SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. / 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The following Bills were read a third 
time and passed. 

Act to enable the Northern Railway to 
use other lines. 

Act to incorporate the Dominion Tele- 
graph Co. 

In Committee of the whole the Election 
Bill was considered. The verbal amend- 
ments proposed by Hon. Mr. Dickey with 
reference to the ciause relating to Nova 
Scotia were adopted. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST pro- 
posed an amendment to the clause relating 
to the closing of houses of entertainment 
on polling days, that the words ‘or other 
houses’? be added. 

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL opposed the 
amendment, as it would prevent voters 
froma distance obtaining necessary sub- 
sistence. The amendment was lost, 

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE SI. JUST 
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objected to Bills being passed without 
being distributed to the members. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said it arose from 
the economical arrangement of the joint 
committee on Printing. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS assured the House’ 
that the printer had performed the work 
submitted to him for both Houses, and for 
departments in a most satisfactory man- 
ner, and so long as he did not complain of 
the price of the contract, the House had no 
reason to complain. ‘The contractor had 
done more printing in the past two months 
than had been done in any previous twelve 
months. 


Hon. Mr. SKEAD argued that the con- 
tractor had obtained large plant and 
several presses to do the work, and 
thought he should be better paid. This 
was his only objection to the present sys- 
tem. 

The B.ll was then read a third time. 

Several Bills from the Commons were 
advanced a stage. 

The Act incorporating the Mutual In. 
surance Company of Canada, (Hon. Mr. 
Sanborn moving several amendments which 
were lost), the Act to incorporate the St. 
Mary’s Bridge Company were read a third 
time. - 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL in reply. stated 
that no day was yet fixed for prorogation. 


Business. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL reported to the 
House that he and those members of this 
House who are members of the Privy 
Council, had waited on His Excellency the 
Governor General with the Addresses to 
Her Majesty the Queen, and to His Excel- 
lency on the subject of the admission of 
British Columbia into union with the Do- 
minion of Canada, and that His Excellency 
was pleased to return the following most 
gracious answer :— 

LisGar, 

The Governor General has receive i the 
Address to the Queen which the Senate 
has passed ‘on the subject of the admis. 
sion of British Columbia into the union 
with the Dominion of Canada,” and in- 
forms the Senate that in accordance with 
their desire no time shall be lost in_trans- 
mitting the Address to Her Majesty’s Sec- 
retary of State for the colonies, in order 
that it may be laid at the foot of the 


Throne. 
Government House, 
Ottawa, April 11th, 1871. 
Some other business was transacted and 
the House adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WepnNEspay 12th April, 1871. 


After routine, 


_ A message was received from His Excel- 
lency announcing that the Address for the 
Union of British Columbia with Canada 
should be presented to Her Majesty’s Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies without 
delay. 


CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. BLAKE called attention to an im- 
portant question of privilege. In the pas- 
sage of the Manitoba Act no provision had 
been made for the trial of controverted 
elections. There were two such cases now 
in Manitoba, and having regard to the dis- 
tance from the North West, and the late 
period of the session, some provision should 
be made to have these election cases tried. 
He believed it was the duty of the Govern- 
ment to take steps without delay to have 
this difficulty remedied. He therefore 
moved that the petitions be presented 
to and received by this House against 
the election and return of Donald A. 
Smith, sitting member for Selkirk, and 
Pierre Delorme, sitting member for Pro- 
vencher; that no provision has been made 
for the trial of controverted elections in 
the Province of Manitoba; that the ex- 
pense and delay involved in the trials of 
said elections to be regulated and com- 
menced between the beginning and the 
end of the ensuing session of Parliament, 
render such trials abortive, and that to 
avoid this result and secure a legal trial of 
these questions during the recess of Par- 
liament. 


Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
this was a matter to be settled by this 
House in the manner in which they should 
direct from time to time. They were of 
course masters of their own rights and 
privileges in the absence of any law, and 
being masters of the situation could either 
take the petitions into consideration in a 
committee of the whole House, or refer 
them in the meantime to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections, to obtain evi- 
dence. Before the law was passed regula- 
ting the manner in which controyerted 


elections should be tried, the petitions |. 


were considered by a committee of the 
whole House. In the present instance 
that would be the proper course to take. 
But the complainant should be ready with 
his evidence, and unless the hon. mem- 
ber for West Durham was so prepared, he 
Should not have moved this resolution. 
The hon. member virtually proposed a 
commission in this instance which was a 
proposal foreign to constitutional 


Mr. Blake. 
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and parliamentary practice. It would be 
unsafe and improper to do so during recess. 
This motion was beyond the powers of Par- 
liament and should be rejected. 


Mr. BLAKE argued that this motion 
would be a regular Constitutional Law, if 
carried, and not a provision to meet an ex- 
ceptional case. The resolution once car- 
ried, a Bill could be founded on it and 
made law by this time to-morrow. To 
leave the law in its present state would be 
disgraceful and scandalous to this House, 
and to leave the trial of these elections 
over till next session and to bring witnesses 
all the way from Manitoba to Ottawa 
was unjust to all parties concerned. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT approved of the mo- 
tion of the hon. member for West Durham, 
and believed that, late though it was in the 
session, a general law should be passed for 
the trial of controverted elections, not only 
in Manitoba but also in British Columbia. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE EH. CARTIER said this 
idea of enacting a general law was a second 
thought with the hon. member for West 
Durham, who would never have thought 
of it, if he (Sir George) had not men- 
tioned it. He was glad that he had 
drawn an explanation ot the motion from 
the hon. member who had introduced it. 
He (Sir George) would move in amend- 
ment ‘that the petitions against the elec- 
tions of D. A. Smithand Pierre Delorme be 
referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections,.with instructions to meet 
forthwith and report to the House the pro- 
cedure to be adopted with regard to the 
said petitions, in order that the rights of 
all parties concerned therein may be duly 
protected,” 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON regretted that the 
Hon. Minister of Militiashould have taken 
this course. Unless the hon. gentleman 
was prepared to continue the session a 
few days longer to take some action on the 
report of the committee it was practically 
a sham to send these petitions to the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON argued that the 
petitions should be dealt with in exactly 
the same way as others, i. e. allowed to 
remain over till next session, since they had 
been presented in this House too late to 
be dealt with during the present session. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said the mat- 
ter divested of legal technicalities stood 
in this way—practical injustice would be 
done to the petitioners if their cases were 
allowed to stand over till next session. 
It was the duty of the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite to have taken steps to secure justice 
to these men instead of leaving it toa 
member of the Opposition to take it up. 
The motion to send it to the Committee on 


Elections. 
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Privileges and Elections on the last day of 
the session looked very like an attempt to 
deny justice altogether. The House had 
the power to deal with this case without 
waiting till next session. The evidence 
could be taken in Manitoba during the re- 
cess and at the next session of parliament 
a decision could be given without delay. 


Mr. BLAKE said no one had denied the 
necessity of legislation to deal with these 
cases, To send it toa standing committee, 
when it was very improbable that a quo- 
rum could be obtained, was to defeat that 
end. ‘The report could not be laid before 
the House till to-morrow, when it was pro- 
posed to prorogue Parliament. If the 
Hon. Minister of Militia would accept a 
compromise, he (Mr.Blake)would move that 
leave be given to introduce a Bill to pro- 
vide for the issuing of a commission to 
take evidence for the trial of these elec- 
tions, 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON suggested that 
the petitions be sent to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. They could 
meet during the six o’clock recess and re- 
port a Bill to the House this evening, 

The amendment of the Hon. Minister of 
Militia was declared carried on a division 
and the motion as amended was carried. 


SUPPLY. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the recep- 

tion of the report of the Committee of 
Supply. ; 
_ The votes of $624,000 for canals, and 
$724,600 for public works and buildings, 
chargeable to income, were carried without 
discussion. 

On the motion to receive the report of 
the Committee of Supply on the Supple- 
mentary Estimates, 

Mr. YOUNG referred to the statement of 
the Hon, Finance Minister respecting the 
anticipated surplus. The hon, member 
had given no data to support his statement 
that there would be a surplus of over two 
and a quarter millions of dollars. The 
amount claimed by the hon. gentleman in 
his budget speech was $2,392,000; but the 
amount chargeable to ordinary revenue in 
the supplementary estimates was $850,000, 
which, deducted from the anticipated sur- 
plus, would reduce it to about a million 
and a half. When the other proposed ex- 
penditures were taken into account it 
would be found that there would be a de- 
ficit of about $218,00U instead of a surplus. 
This he deduced from the figures furnished 
by the Finance Minister himself. ‘The or- 
dinary expenditure for the year was esti- 
mated at $17,028,360. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS begged 
leave to explain that a large portion of this 
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was for extraordinary expenditure not char- 
geable to the income of the year, such as 
public buildings, &c. One of’ the causes of 
this large expenditure was because his pre- 
decessor had been obliged to postpone the 
construction of these public buildings 
through the want of the necessary funds. 


Mr. YOUNG referred to the increase in, 
four years from twelve to sixteen millions 
of dollars. The increase was steady and 
could well be called alarming when it was 
remembered that it was upwards of four 
million of dollarsin four years. He thought 
some check should be put to the ruinous 
expenditure. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said that the finances, 
under the able management of the present 
Finance Minister, had been lifted from a 
v@ry embarassing condition to one very 
satisfactory indeed. If the debt of the 
country had been increased it was in con- 
structing very useful and indispensible 
works, The Finance Minister had contrived 
to get rid of the ‘silver nuisance,’’ and in 
replacing it by fractional currency had 
done.the country very great service. He 
(Mr. Howe) condemned this general de- 
nunciation of the financial policy of the 
Government. 


Hon. Mr, HOLTON remembered the 
time when the Hon. Secretary of State for 
the Provinces held a very different opinion 
of the abilities of the Hon. Finance Minister 
from that expressed by him this afternoon. 
He (Mr. Holton) admitted the ability of 
the Hon. Finance Minister, but he did not 
believe in flattering the hon. gentleman by 
imputing to his management the prosperity 
which was the result of the industry of the 
country. 

Hon. Mr HOWE said reference had been 
made to some fancied differences between 
himself and the Finance Minister, but 
though they had differed in time past on 
one point, they were old friends. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said with regard 
to the proposed Penitentiary at Montreal, 
it had been found that the Kingston Peni- 
tentiary was so crowded that another 
would have to be built, and as that was in 
Ontario, it was thought that this should 
be in Quebec, and the Government there- 
fore decided to ask a vote of money for the 
purpose. They intended to take the Re- 
formatory at St. Vincent de Paul, to trans- 
fer a number of convicts to that place, and 
set them to work at extending the build- 
ing and making it suitable for a Peniten- 
tiary. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON agreed as _ to the ne- 
cessity of a Penitentiary in Lower Canada, 
but it was singular that this large item 
should be in the Supplementary Estimates 
for this year. He objected, however, as 
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strongly as possible to the obtention of an 
old building, erected for different objects, 
and incapable of being made suitable for 
the purposes required. He hoped this fea- 
ture of the project would be abandoned, 
and a vote taken for an entirely new build. 
ing. A Reformatory could never be made 
suitable for a Penitentiary. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
hon, member did not seem to understand 
the real circumstances of the case. He ad- 
mitted the necessity of a Penitentiary in 
the neighbourhood of Montreal—indeed 
this could not be doubted when it was 
remembered that there were some 800 
prisoners at Kingston, who had only been 
kept in order by good management by the 
ditferent wardens. It was necessary that 
at least 100 should be at once remove 
and the Government in selecting St. Vin- 
cent de Paul had selected the very best 
site for the building—it was within easy 
communication of Montreal, it had quarries 
in the neighbourhood, and was a very 
healthy place, and all produce could easily 
be got to market. The site had been ex- 
amined over and over again by engineers, 
and Mr. Horsey, the architect of the King- 
ston Penitentiary, had enquired into the 
matter thoroughly, and had reported that 
St. Vincent de Paul was the very best site 
that could be obtained. The building was 
a new instead of an old one, and at the time 

twas built the idea of converting it into a 

enitentiary was kept in view, and the 
plans adopted were such that the building 
should be of such a character as that it 
would be suitable for a penitentiary. Mr. 
Horsey had reported in favor of this site 
on the ground of economy also, as very 
little expenditure was necessary to make 
it at once available for a penitentiary, and 
another advantage would be that a number 
of convicts could be at once transferred 
and set to work on the proposed extension. 


Hon. Mr. DORION did not consider the 
situation proposed a suitable one for a 
penitentiary, and as it had not been con. 
structed for a penitentiary many changes 
would have to be made. It was in the 
centre of a village, and was not accessible 
by railway or navigation, and was, there- 
fore, not a suitable situation, as there would 
be great difficulty in obtaining and sending 
away produce. ‘lhe ground also was mere 
rock. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied 
that the objection of the ground being stony 
was in fact an advantage, as stone could be 
obtained for the buildings. As to farms, 
there was no difficulty in obtaining them, 
for, even if people would not sell their 
farms, they could be expropriated, and the 


country was most favorable for farming 
Operations. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) opposed 
the choice of the site at St. Vincent de 
Paul, and spoke of Point Clair or Lachine 
as much more suitable. The building 
might be suitable for a Reformatory, but 
certainly not for a Penitentiary, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said with regard to 
salubrity, water, and building material the 
site might have its advantages, but the dif- 
ficult nature of communication was an in- 
superable objection. He strongly objected 
to the matter not having been included in 
the regular estimates so that there might 
have been a deliberate discussion. He be- 
lieved a great error was being committed, 
but it would be futile to appeal to such 
thin benches, and Government were pre- 
cluding Parliament from expressing a pro- 
per opinion. 

Mr. MACKENZIE assumed that the vote 
was taken for the purchase only and asked 
whether communication had been had with 
the Local Government. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Local 
Government had offered the Luildings at a 
reasonable price. 


Hon. Mr. DORION thought the cost of 
the building would show the value, and he 
thought the amount asked very much in 
excess of what should be paid. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the reason this 
item was in the Supplementary Estimates 
for the present year was that there being a 
considerable surplus it would be more con- 
venient to have a vote in the present year, 
and there was no intention to prevent dis- 
cussion. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said he had been a 
member of the Quebec Government when 
the overture for sale was made, and their 
only reason was that the building was so 
essentially suitable for a penitentiary it was 
not what they wanted for a reformatory. 
There could be no difficulty in arriving at 
the price. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said particulars ought 
to have been furnished as to the cost of 
purchase and the amount required for al- 
terations, 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said no particular 
amount had been asked by the Local Gov- 
ernment. 


Mr. SCAITCHERD asked whether the 
building was to serve as a Reformatory for 
the Local Government and a Penitentiary 
for the Dominion. 

[No, No], from the ministerial benches. 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought special author- 
ity would have to be asked for the pur- 
chase. 

Item carried. 

The following items were then carried :— 

Penitentiary near Montreal, $120,000 


Supplies. 
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Surveys and Inspections, $10,000; East Pier, 
Port Dalhousie, $13,400; Mabou Harbor, 
$12,000; Lighthouse, Cape Jourimain. 
$500; removal of snow, public buildings, 
Ottawa, $2,000; rent Custom House build. 
ings, St. John, N. B., $3,150; dredge ves- 
sel, New Brunswick, 2,500. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengurry) thought 
it was a mistake to take away the snow by 
contract, as he feared great injury would 
be done to the slite. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said there was no 
contract for the removal of the snow from 
the roof, which was done by their own men 
under special surveillance. Formerly the 
removal of the snow was paid for by sums 
out of the contingencies of the two Houses 
and the different Departments, and the 
work had not been done properly, and, 
therefore, it had been left to contract. 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the amount 
of rent for Custom House buildings at St. 
John. 


- Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained that 
this was for the rent of the building that 
had been purchased for some months before 


a title had been given. 


On the militia items Mr. MACKENZIE 
thought fuJl explanation had not been 
given of the increase in the different items. 
The Hon. Minister of Militia had denied a}l 
idea of a standing army, but the mainten- 


ance of two batteries of Garrison Artillery 


was certainly a beginning of a permanent 
system. He asked whether the amount 
asked for the purchase of stores included 


. everything, or whether stores had been 
purchased and the payment postponed for | 


future years. He thought the total expen. 
diture altogether too large and beyond our 
means. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
hon. member was specially entitled to full 
explanation as a most prominent militia 
officer. As to the stores, the cost of those 
which the Government had purchased 
amounted to about £170,000 sterling. He 
had tried to obtain 5 years to pay the money, 
but the Imperial Government would only 
allow three years, and the sums in the esti- 
mate included one-third of the total 
amount. The arms which had been taken 
to Manitoba by the volunteers would be 
left there. In addition to the 6,000 rifles 
purchasea, the Government had offered to 


purchase and pay for in 5 years 25,000 Sni- | 


der rifles, but the Imperial Government 
would not assent, and they, therefore, lim- 
ited the purchase to the 6,000. Another 
reason of the increase was the amount to 
induce the men to remain in camp a longer 
period, and then there was the staff for 
British Columbia and Manitoba, and an in- 
ereased expenditure had occurred in cloth- 
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ing, as that article had run short from con- 
stant wear and tear. As to the artillery 
the services of Colonel French had been 
obtained to superintend the organization of 
the artillery. As to the two batteries, he 
certainly did not intend to form any per- 
manent force. The necessity arose from 
the transfer to the Dominion Government 
of the fortifications at Toronto, Kingston, 
and the Island of St. Helen, Montreal, the 
stores there requiring constant care. If 
the fortifications were not properly cared 
for they would have to be dismantled. The 
batteries would be formed from the militia 
battallions in the district, and the men 
would not be appointed permanently, but 
a limited time only. The volunteers, men 
and officers, would have the chance of 
serving. Two thousand had beenadded to 
the total militia force in order to provide 
for Manitoba and British Columbia, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON had intended an 
amendment to the whole scheme, but it 
was too late to do so in consequence of the 
estimates being considered so late. He 
disapproved entirely of the whole scale of 
expenditure, and especially of what he 
regarded as an incipient step to the forma- 
tion ofa standing army in the items for 
field and garrison artillery, and he should 
call for a vote on those items, 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said with 
regard to the Ordnance property trans- 
ferred to the Government, the Government 
had already realized $493,000 over and 
above all expenses from thut property, and 
had still property at Toronto and Montreal 
to dispose of, which, in the course of years, 
might yield $200,000 more. 

Mr. DUFRESNE thought Canada should 
manufacture her own fire arms instead of 
purchasing. 

Hon. SirGEO. E CARTIER knew several 
parties in this country had succeeded in 
inventing very superior rifles, but the ex- 
pense of starting a factory would be too 
great, especially as the arms had been pur- 
chased on such cheap terms. 


Mr. POPE thought that the clothing 
could be furnished in Canada as well as in 
England. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
question had already engaged attention, 
and Colonel Powell in his report suggested 
that a large portion of the clothing could 
hereafter be obtained in Canada. Hitherto 
the difficulty had been, that although the 


| cloth could be obtained as cheaply in Can- 


ada as elsewhere, the cost of making it up 
was much greater. 

On the motion of Mr. HOLTON a vote 
was taken on the item of $33,606 for ord- 
nance and equipment for field batteries 
and garrison batteries of artillery. 

Yeas, 63; nays, 19. 
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Yras, — Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, 
Barthe, Bellerose, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, 
Brousseau, Brown, Cameron (Inverness), Ca- 
meron (Peel), Caron, Cartier (Sir Geo. E.), 
Cartwright, Costigan, Currier, DeLorme 
(Provencher), Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Forbes, Fortin, Galt (Sir Alex- 
ander T.), Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Grover, Heath, Hincks (Sir Francis), 
Howe, Hurdon, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, McDonald (Lu- 
nenburg), Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), Moftatt, Morris, Perry, Ray, 
Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun. 
das), Ross (Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, 
N. S.), Ryan (King’s N. B.), Schultz, Si- 
mard, Simpson, Stephenson, Street, Tilley, 
Tupper, Walsh, White (Hast Hastings), 


Willson, and Wright (Ottawa County).— | 


63, 

Nays.— Messrs. Blake, Bourassa, Cheval, 
Delorme (St. Hyacinthe), Dorion, Godin, 
Holton, Macdonald (Glengarry), Macken- 
zie, McDougall (Lanark), Mills, Morison 
(Victoria O,) Oliver, Paquet, Pozer, Ross 
(Wellington C. R.), Stirton, Wood, and 
Young —19. 

The item of 75,000 for pay, maintenance, 
and equipment of two batteries of garrison 
artillery for garrison duty, was then declar- 
ed carried on the same division, and the 
items for militia were concurred in. 

It being 6 o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Concurrence in the report of the Com- 
mittee of Supply was resumed and the 
following items were carried : 

Civil Government $493.33 
Temislation yy Seon Nee 799.98 
Arts, Agriculture and Statistics 100,000.00 


Ocean and River Steam service 19,600.00 
Militia [extraordinary] ....... 25,160.38 
Lighthouse and Coast service. 22,830.00 
Pisheries He Ae HTS OP ae 21,500.00 


In reply to Mr. Mackenzie, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER stated the honorable 
gentleman would, on reflection, assent to 
this item of $1200 for the representatives 
of the late Mr. [ D. McGee, “ the equiva- 
lent of one year’s pension formerly paid 
her.’’ This lady was granted $1,200 a year, 
and each child an absolute gift of £1000. 
The notion was that this pension would 
supplement the small donations to her 
children, and that being a comparatively 
young woman they would enjoy this pen- 
sion some years. She had died suddenly, 
however, disappointing this expectation, 
when it was thought but right to grant the 
children this modest sum. [Hear, hear.] 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if this expendi- 
ture was not to be continued, he thought 
it very proper to pay the amount. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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The item was carried. 

The following under the head of “ Mis- 
cellaneous’’ were carried without discus- 
sion :— 

To pay Dame Angelique Leduc, 
widow of the late J. Bte. Nor- 
mand, for damages to certain 
property held by her, occa- 
sioned by the construction of 
the Dam at the head of the 
Beauharnois Canal.......... 

To pay the widow of the late 
Henry Traill, formerly a guard 
of the Kingston Penitentiary, 
who was murdered, whilst in . 
execution of his duties, by two 
convicts, Smith and Mann ... 

To pay Mrs. Moylan, widow of 
the late G. T. Moylan, Railway 
Mail Clerk, who died from in- 
juries received from a fall 
from a Post Office car on the 
Grand Trunk Railway, be- 
tween Grafton and Cobourg, 
whilst in execution of his 


$187.00 


1,000.00 


600.00 
3,269.53 


ee 


To pay the family of the late 
Capt. O’Brien, of the Schooner 
Ocean Traveller, lost in October 
last, whilst on the Sable Island 
Humane Establishment ser- 
WACO YA D8 to dhe ys aba eae Brae 

To pay the families of the crew 
of the Ocean Traveller....... 

To re-imburse Messrs. Gibbons, 
Burchill & Connell, of Sydney, 
Cape Breton, expenses incur- 
red by them in procuring me- 
dical aid for three men em.- 
ployed in the month of De. 
cember, 1869, in carrying 
supplies to Flint Island 
Lighthouse, but who were 
carried out to sea, and suf- 
fered exposure for nine days. 

‘To pay the three men mentioned 
in the above vote, two of 
whom were so severely frost 
bitten, that their limbs had 
to be amputated, and who are 
consequently cripples for life . 

To pay the Customs Department 
amount paid by the Collector, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, for Boat- 
men’s services, in connection 
with the Board of Health, 
Halifax, for half year ended 
dlst December, 1867........ 

To pay the estimated cost of 
removing depreciated Coin in 
the Province of Nova Scotia 
[the unexpended balance of 
the Vote to be carried forward 
tO -LSTIT2] 1 cane on canbe 40,000.00 


600.00 
1,000.00 


350.00 


600.00 


1,104.00 
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On the item to provide for compensation 
to sufferers by the Insurrection in Rupert's 
Land in 1869-70, claims for loss of proper- 
ty, or for imprisonment, or for forced emi- 
gration from the Territory, to be proved 
before the Recorder of Manitoba, or any 
Commissioners appointed for that purpose 
by the Governor, and afterwards referred 
to the Treasury Board, and approved by 
Order in Council (the unexpended balance 
to be held over till 1871-72, $40,000). 


Hon, Mr. HOLTON asked for explana- 
tions. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said all the claims 
had not yet been presented, and many 
which had already been examined were 
found to be inadmissible. Bena fide claims 
for imprisonment or actual loss of any kind 
would be paid. 


Mr. SCATCHERD thought this country 
should not be called upon to pay these 
claims. The half-breeds of Manitoba, who 
had caused these troubles and losses should 
be taxed to pay them. The lands which 
had been granted them should be sold, if 
necessary, to cover these losses. No doubt 
this vote would be followed by one next 
year to indemnify the Hudson's Bay Co. 
for similar claims, 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said these claims 
which this money was voted to meet, were 
very different from those of the Hudson’s 
Bay Co. No doubt the company had pre- 
sented claims to this Government, but they 
had not been settled. He believed if the 
Imperial Government would settle them, 


this Government might well pay this small 


amount to the sufferers by the rebellion 
at Red River. He deprecated the idea of 
using the lands granted to the half-breeds, 
for the purpose. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought that the 
original error of the Government was in 
failing to assert from the commencement 
that the Imperial Government alone was 
responsible for the peaceable transfer of 
the North West to Canada. it was too late 
to take that ground now, for the whole af- 
fair had been practically treated as a Can- 
adian one. He was therefore disposed to 
give his support to this appropriation. 


Mr. BOWELL desired to call the atten- 
tion of the Government te the wording of 
this paragraph. By it ali classes could 
make claims under.it. Even the Hudson’s 
Bay Companies Officials in that country 
could make claims under it, and these 
parties, to his mind, were more responsible 
for the troubles in Ruperts Land, than 
any one else, and in his opinion, they were 
the parties who should be made to pay 
these losses, and not Canada. If, however, 
the claims of the loyalists were to be paid, 
great care should be taken that these 
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payments should not be quoted as a pre- 
cedent upon which others who were not 
loyal, could make claims. Hedid not wish 
to have another Rebellion Losses 
Dilate ss Stir? ap the animosity 
and ill feeling that existed in the country 
some years ago. It might be true that the 
present men in power did not intend to 
pay any of the Hudson’s Bay Officials, but 
they had no certain lease of power, and 
the Opposition might if they obtained 
possession of the Government Benches, go 
beyond the intentions of the present men 
in power, and for the sake of securing 
support, might pay them (laughter). 
Under the paragraph there was nothing to 
prevent Riel from coming back and claim- 
ing an indemnity. 

A VOICE—Yes, a rope. 

Mr. BOWELL doubted from what had 
taken place in that country whether the 
fear ofa rope would keep him out of the 
country. le thought that the claims 
ought not to be admitted without reserva- 
tion. He, however, did not think the 
people of Manitoba should be taxed, there- 
by sending a firebrand into that coun- 
try which it might be difficult to extinguish. 
He looked upon any claim by the .Aud- 
son’s Bay Company as a mere piece of im- 
pudence, inasmuchas they had, in his 
Opinion, been instrumental in causing the 
insurrection. 

Hon. Sir B HINCKS did not acknow- 
ledge any right or liability whatever to- 
wards the Hudson's Bay Company in re- 
ference to any claims which they might 
submit. 

Mr. BLAKE—He knew that well enough, 
He was acting merely for party purposes. 

Mr. BOWELL—It comes with exceed- 
ingly bad grace from the hon. member for 
West Durham,to attribute party motives to 
any member, in the discharge of what he 
conceives to bea publicduty. ‘There is no 
man in the House more sensitive than he 
when motives are attributed to him, or 
even hinted at. Yet there is no man who 
had prostituted greater abilities for petty 
party triumphs oftener than that hon. gen- 
tleman. What right had he to charge 
him [Mr. Bowell] with being insincere in 
this matter. Had he not upon every 
occasion voted against the Government 
upon their Red River policy [hear, hear]. 
When this question was before the House 
during the last session, the member for 
West Durham found it convenient to be 
absent, attending to his own personal and 
pecuniary interests and neglecting those 
of the country. Why was he not then in 
his place? Did he see looming up in the 
distance, a question upon which he could 
agitate the whole of the people of Ontario 
fhear, hear]? Was it because he wished 
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to have the power at his command to 
inflame the worst passions of human 
nature when he could turn it to profitable 
political account? Was it for this reason 
that he studiously avoided at the com- 
mand of his political master and con- 
trollerin Toronto attending any of the 
indignation meetings held in that city? 
Who that has watched his course in this 
House, and witnessed the exhibition in 
the Ontario Legialature during the last 
Session, but must have come to the con. 
clusion that his whole course has been 
one of purely party tactics [hear, hear]. 
Here when it was tirst discussed last year, 
he was conveniently absent and during the 
present discussion both he and his leader, 
the member for Lambton, had been as 
quiet as lambs neither of them had raised 
their voices, until goaded on to do so 
’by their opponents, and then the mildness 
and gentleness with which the member for 
Durham had touched the subject was 
truly amazing when compared with the 
emanner in which he _ fulminated his 
thunders at every one who dared to think 
differently from him, in the Legislative 
Hall at Toronto [hear, hear]. Here he 
pretends it would be useless to bring the 
subject of Scott’s murder before the House 
because he would not carry a motion 
similar to the one he had introduced 
into the Legislature at Toronto, when sur- 
rounded by an Untario and protestant au- 
dience [hear, hear]. 


Mr. BLAK 2—I did not say that. 


Mr. BOWELL—No, you did not say 
protestant, but that is what you meant. 
‘There you succeeded in arousing the pre. 
judices of a certain class of the people who 
were honest in their feelings of indignation 
-atthat murder, and thought you were sin- 
ere not knowing by what feelings you were 
actuated. But now the elections are over 
in Ontario, and having made an agreement 
witha certain class of people not to dis- 
cuss this question further,and knowing that 
your political allies in this House from 
‘Quebec would vote against you to a man, 
~you have found it convenient to 
keep quiet and push torward 
another to do what you had not the cour- 
age to do yourself. He forsooth to accuse 
any one of being actuated by party mo- 
tives. Why this question has been the 
stalking horse in every election contest in 
Ontario by the member for Durham, and 
his partizans [no, no]? The member for 
Durham says no, no, yet such is the fact. 
Likenesses of poor Scott have been hawk. 
ed about among the electors in one hand, 
and Blake’s resolution in the other to influ- 
ence men in their vote. The portals 
of the grave have been opened, and the 
dust of the martyred dead dragged forth 
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to do the works of such politicians as the 
member for Durham. Crocodile tears have 
been copiously shed, and affected tears 
wiped from where none existed, in order 
to carry the Ontario elections. ‘he hon. 
member knew well that the people of that 
Province were excited and indignant at 
the thought that no action had been taken 
to bring to: justice these murderers, and 
that ali that was wanted was to puta match 
to the inflammable matter and that a con- 
flagration would ensue. He did it, he 
profited by it, and now he wishes to play 
the moderate man, and that to in the very 
place where he knows, action should be 
taken if taken at all. He knew well that 
a local legislature had no power to deal with 
a question affecting the administration of 
justice in another Province. Yet, with 
allthis assumption of political honesty he 
did not hesitate to drag it before a body 
of men, and a court that he knew had no 
jurisdiction, and all to affect the elections, 
and now he arrogates the right to himself 
to lecture others upon their honesty, and 
to charge them with insincerity. 


Mr. HOLTON rose to a point of order. 
The hon. gentleman was wandering from 
the subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER said that he failed to 
see the connection between the Speaker's 
remarks and the item before the House. 


Mr. BOWELL bowed to the Speaker’s 
decision, but thought he was justified in 
repelling the insinuation of the member 
for West Durham and to point out that 
being politically dishonest himself he did 
not hesitate to accuse others of the same 
fault. He observed also that the hon. 
gentleman who.was designated the point 
of order of the House was not so strict 
with those who sat behind him. He then 
went back to the resolution, and conclud- 
ed by saying that some expression should 
be contained in the resolution excluding 
the claims of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
But as the Government had pledged their 
word their parties would not be paid, he 
would waive that point, and content him- 
self with moving that the following pro- 
vision be added to the said resolution :— 
‘Provided that this House in voting 
$40,000 to provide for compensation to 
sufferers by the insurreetion in Rupert’s 
Land in 1869-70, claims from loss of pro- 
perty, or for imprisonment, or for forced 
emigration from the territory, does so 
upon the understanding that steps shall 
be taken by the Government of Canada, 
by Address to the Queen, or otherwise, to 
bring to trial those persons who were in 
any way connected with, or accessory to 
the cold blooded murder, for his out- 
spoken loyalty to the Queen, of Thomas 
Scott, lately a resident of this Province, 


The 


and an emigrant thence to the 
West.” 

Mr. D. A. SMITH wished to explain 
that he would like that a full investigation 
should be made into all.the circumstances 
connected withthe rebellion in the North 
West. It was due tothe people of the 
North West and the officers of ihe Hudson’s 
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Bay Company who had been go greatly 


maligned in connection with this affair. 


Dr. SCHULTZ.—I would willingly have 
avoided any discussion of the matter which 
now occupies the attention of this House. [ 
would have avoided it, because everything 
connected with recent events in Manitoba 
has been to me of so painful a nature that 
now that we have better and brighter pro- 
spects, I would willingly have allowed the 
whole matter to have remained untouched. 
Still, I find in my newly undertaken duties 
that one’s personal feelings must not al- 
ways be consulted, but that the interests of 
the peopie he represents, and of the 
Country at large must be considered first, 
and the observations of the hon. gentle- 
man from North Hastings, are such as call 


from me, as one of the Representatives 


from Manitoba, all the information I possess 
on one, and the principal point which he 
has adduced, namely the complicity of the 
Hudson Bay Co., or rather of a portion of 
their officers with the unhappy Rebellion 
of last winter. I am aware Mr. Speaker 
that the views which I shall advance in 
regard to the origin of Red River difti- 
culty, and the substance of the documents 
which I shall read in support of these views, 
may differ materially from those generally 
entertained in some parts of this Dominion, 
yet I advance them with the full 
belief that they are concurred in, and in- 
deed, openly expressed by nine tenths of 
that portion of the people of Manitoba, 

unconnected with the Rebellion itself, or 
with the Hudson’s Bay Company. It might, 

at first sight, Sir, appear strange that a 
Corporation who had lately surrendered 
their rights to the North West Territory, who 
had received what might be considered a 
fair compensation for that surrender, and 
who, moreover, still retained a very con- 
siderable landed interest in that Territory, 
could have any possible reason for desiring 


anything but the prosperity, the advance- | 


ment, and the peace of the country. In- 
deed it was generally advanced as a reason 
for allowing them to retain one-twentieth 
of the land, that this concession would 
bind their interests to ours, and be the 
means of allaying any possible source of 
discontent. But, sir, to properly understand 
the bearing of this question, It 1s neces- 
sary for the hon. members of this House, 
to bear in mind that there are two ele- 
ments in the composition of the Hudson 
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Bay Company, namely: The Stockholders 
of that corporation, and its managing part- 
ners in the country. So long as the Com- 
pany confined its attention to the collec- 
tion of furs—so long these elements were 
In accord, and the immense profits, which 
in furmer times were made, were fairly 
divided between the Stockholders, who 
had advanced the money necessary to 
carry on the business, and those who 
had in the country, the care, the danger, 
and the labor of the trade. Hence it was 
that while the Stockholder who assumed 
territorial, as well as trading rights, would 
sometimes admit, that the country was 
fitted to be something better than a pre- 
serve for fur bearing animals, that conces- 
sion was rarely, if ever, made by one of 
the inland ofticers, whose profit was derived 
solely from the fur trade, and whose right 
to participation in any other source of pro- 
fit was disputed, if it was not entirely 
ignored by the stockholders. 


It will be readily seen, then, Mr. Speaker 
that there was in such a union of diverse 
interests, the elements of discord, and this 
became apparent as soon as the Stockhol- 
ders consented to entertain a proposition 
for the purchase of their territorial rights 
by this country. While the stockholders 
could see in the large sum to be paid for 
rights which were then in dispute, an 
ample compensation for the gradual but 
inevitable destruction of the fur trade 
profits which must follow, the inland fur 
trading officer saw in 1t only his own ulti- 
mate ruin, and opposed the project with 
all the power he possessed, and when the 
bargain had been concluded, he felt that Ca- 
nada had accomplished his ruin by the pur- 
chase she had made, and that the stock- 
holders had unfairly dealt with him in re- 
fusing him a portion of the compensa- 
tion they themselves had received. Men 
so circumstanced, sir, are usually ready for 
rash and even violent action, and we find 
the first evidence of this at the annual 
meeting of the officers at Norway House, 
held ashort time after the conclusion of 
the negotiations, and a few months before 
the emeute at Red River. 

The following description which I found 
in one of the respectabie journals of-the 
Dominion will, if its evidence may te 
trusted, show the state of feeling which 
prevailed :— . 

“« One of the causes of dissatisfaction amongst 
the Hudson Bay Company’s oflicials in the 
North West is this: they say thatthe £300,000 
to be paid the Company by the Canadian Goy- 
ernment, will be pocketed by the English 
shareholders, and that not one copper of it will 
ever be seen by the traders in this country. No 
doubtthey are perfectly right in this view; when 
the English shareholders get hold of the money 
they will very likely holdon to it. But the 
traders ot the Nor’ West proposed a game alittle 


while ago which, if carried out, would more than 
make up to them the share of the £390,000, 
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which, they say, the English shareholders in- 
tend robbing them of. At a meeting of the 
Council of Rupert’s Land—the body which con- 
trols the Company’s affairs in the territory, a 
motion was submitted by one of the Chief 
Factors, proposing that they shouid secrete for 
their specialuse and benefit, furs to the value of 
£40,000 to be divided amongst the factors and those 
interested, just as soon as it should be clearly 
shown that the English shareholders intended 
gobbling up the whole of the Canadian purchase 
money. A lengthy and animated discussion 
took place on this exceedingly dishonest proposi- 
tion, after which the motion being put, it was 
lost simply by the casting vote of the Chairman.” 


Now, Sir, this account may or may not 
be exactly correct, but it jis true thata 
wide-spread and deep disaffection prevailed 
and the most violent language and even 
threats were used towards this Dominion of 
Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been argued that we 
had rebellion at Red River because we did 
not first consult the feelings and wishes of 
the people of that region. Well, I can 
only say that you will rarely hear that ex- 
planation attempted at Red River. Why, 
sir, | have myself seen on petitions praying 
for annexation to Canada many of the 
names of those who were foremost in en- 
deavouring to prevent that union, and if it 
had been that this was really the cause we 
would, I think, have found all classes join- 
ing in it, instead of its being confined to 
that portion of the population who had the 
least property at stake and to the friends 
and sympathizers of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany. 

Now, if we assume that the officers of the 
Hudson Bay Company at Fort Garry were 
anxious, or even willing, that Canada 
should possess the North West Territory 
we find it utterly impossible to explain the 
fact of their criminal inaction, their advice 
to Governor McDougall to leave the terri- 
tory, their surrender of their Fort, their 
advice to the people to join the Provisional 
Government of President Riel. Butif we 
assume their complicity in the matter, we 
can readily understand the prevalent be- 
lief among the loyal people, both English 
and French, of Manitoba, that the disaffec- 
tion and dissatisfaction of the Hudson Bay 
Company’s officers, the disappointment of 
Governor MacTavish at not being appoint- 
ed Governor, caused them to hope that 
with Riel as their tool and agent 
they could keep out the Governor, 
disgust Canada with her bargain, and 
keep the country for some years long- 
er, a reserve for fur bearing animals 
with the consequent extension of the fur 
trading profits. That they purposed 
taking steps which would lead 1o robbery, 
and end in murder, Iam not prepared to 
state, but the general believe is that with 
Governor McDougall turned back, and 
with a Hudson Bay Co. officer at the head 
of a Provisional Government they could 
have forced Canada into an arrangement 
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more suitable to themselves even if 
less profitable to shareholders. How- 


ever, this may be, I have not risen to 
make statements on my own resporsibility. 
I will read to the house a number of aifi- 
davits bearing on the matter, and although 
I could say much from my own knowiedge 
that is relative and corroborative, yet I re- 
frain, and leave hon. gentlemen to what 
opinion they deem fit from the evidence 
I present. As for myself, I shall be glad 
if they are able to do so, yet, until that 
body can show that their responsible 
officers acted as loyal men should act 
under similar circumstances. I cannot 
consent to their receiving one penny of 
the money of this Dominion. 


The first statement bearing upon the 
subject is that of Sgt. James Mulligan,a 
Peasioner of Her Majesty’s 17th Foot and 
lately and for some time Chief of the 
Police Force in the Town of Winnipeg. 
Sgt. Mulligan being duly sworn before one 
of the recently appointed Manitoba 
Justices of the Peace states among other 
things. 


“That hearing that the buildings of Dr. 
Schultz were threatened with a consequent 
danger of fire extending to the town, said James 
Mulligan, then Chief of Police, proceeded at once 
to Fort Garry, and spoke to Chief Factor Dr. 
Cowan, who was a Justice of the:Peace and in 
charge of Fort Garry, told him what he, the 
said Mulligan, had heard. Said Mulligan urged 
said Cowan to take steps to prevent such an 
outrage, andasked for instructions how to pro- 
ceed, Cowan answered, what can we do? Said 
Mulligan replied that it would be advisable to 
call out the 300 special constables who had been 
engaged. Said Cowan refused to do so, and said 
Mulligan returned to take what precautions he 
could with thetwo policemen under his charge. 
Said James Mulligan further says that before the 
rebels assembled at Stinking River, he gave due 
notice to said Justice Cowan of their intention 
to do so, and that the said Justice Cowan seemed 
totake no notice of it. That repeatedly after- 
wards up to the time of the Fort being occupied 
by Riel and his men, the said Mulligan did urge 
upon the said Cowan the danger in which the 
Fort stood, and a short time before did inform 
the said -Cowan that the rebels meditated 
doing soimmediately and again urged the said 
Cowan to call upon the said 300 special con- 
stables, but was in all cases distinctly refused. 
Said James Mulligan further says that a short 
time after the rebels had taken Fort Garry he 
went to said Fort with one Sergeant Major 
Power and requested an interview with Governor 
McTavish, thathe was told that Governor Mc- 
Tavish was too sick to see anyone, but was re- 
ferred by Dr. Cowan to Acting Governor Judge 
Black. To Judge Black the said James Muli- 
gan said, I have come herewith Sergeant Major 
Power to request permisssion to raise the British 
Flag and to defendit. Judge Black asked him, 
how thatcould be done ? Said Mulligan declared 
that he could call onthe pensioners to the num- 
berof thirty and get as many more as he want- 
ed from the loyal population. Said Black said, 
will see the Governor to-night'jand we will see 
aboutit, and I will give you an answer to-mor- 
row. Onor about three o’clock on the following 
day the :aid Mulligan was informed that the 
request about the flag cowld not be granted, and 
that his services with pensioners and loyal men 
were not required. Said James Mulligan further 
says that on the 29th November,” 1869 he did re- 
ceive from Governor MacTavish an order in 
writing to procure the services of seven men and 
with them toguard certain Government stores. 
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in the storehouse of Doctor Schultz n 
Said order was issued in Screeyechen sobre 
urgent appeal for protection from Jno. A. Snow 
the Agent of the Canadian Government at that 
time, that he did procure the said seven men 
and place then: to guard the building, that he re- 
mained till the seventh day of December, when 
the buildings were surrounded by an. armed 
force under Rie), and orders having come from 
Col, Dennis tosurrender he was neluded, in the 
general capture, and remained for ten weeks 
in prison. Said Mulligan further states that 
after ten weeks imprisonment he went and saw 
Dr. Cowen, and asked to see Governor Mac- 
Tavish, that he wished the pay of the men 
that he had employed to defend the Gov- 
erment stores. Said MacTavish raised all pos - 
sible objections and said, to tell the truth Mulli- 
gan, Riel has deceived me, he promised that he 
would respect my guard, and he also promised 
me that he would remain only three days. 
Mulligan then said “‘youseem to have made a 
close bargain with Riel,” which Governor Mac- 
Tavish did net deny, and admitted in general 
terms that he had made a mistake in not calling 
upon the loyal people. Said Mulligan further 
Says that a few days after the taking of Fort 
Garry by the rebels, he called upon Dr, Cowan 
and asked how these rebels were veing fed and 
_ whether they had broken into any of the stores, 
Said Cowan said that they had not, but that he 
had given them access to the stores. Said 
James Mulligan finally says that he has been 
. Chiefof police in thetown of Winnipeg for four 
years, and that he acted in that capacity during 
the whole of the rebellion until his own impri- 
Sonmentonthe 7th December, 1869. That he 
repeatedly warned Doctor Cowan and other 
of his superior officers ofthe rising and of the 
intention of the rebels to overthrow the Govern- 
ment and take Fort Garry, but thaton all occa- 
Sions he was rebuffed and all his offers of ser- 
vices on behalf of himselfand in the name of the 
loyal people who were willing to support the 
police authority and anxious to keep down the 
rebellion were distinctly refused, and that the 
said James Muligan fully believes that the 
Hudson Bay Company authorities could at any 
time have stopped the said rebellion, but that 
they encouraged it for theirown purposes and 
verily believes Riel and his mento have been 
invited to take possession oi Fort Garry.” 


The next statement is one also 
upon oath made by a very’ respectable 
resident of the Parish of Kildonan who 
states. 


“That during the fall of 1869 he was working in 
the vicinity ot Fort Garry, and slept occasionally 
atthe house of his sister in said Fort, That on 
one occasion, just before the gathering of rebels 
at Stinking Kiver to resist the entrance of the 
Hon. Wm. McDougali into the Territory, in going 
out in the dusk of the evening he saw Louis Riel 
and Chief Factor Dr. Cowan enter Fort Garry 
by the South Gate, and not wishing to be seen, he, 
the said John Flett, did enter the porch leading 
to the Hudson Bay Company’s store. That while 
in said porch the said Riel and said Cowan ad- 
vanced and stopped about five yards from where 
he was. That he did distinctly hear this conver- 
sation which took place between the said Cowan 
and Riel. That it appeared from the remarks 
he heard as the said Cowan and Riel approached 
that said Cowan urged said Riel to go on with the 
proposed stopping of the Hon. Win. McDougall 
at Stinking River. Thatsaid Riel replied, “What 
good will lt do me? What will I get for it? 
Said Cowan answered that Governor Mactavish 
would do a8 he had promised, and said Cowan 
also assured him, the said Riel, that he would get 
what he had been promised. That said Cowan 
and said Riel then walked in the direction of said 
Cowan’s tesidence. That further, he verily 
believes from the whole conversation that said 
Cowan, who was then in charge of Fort Garry, 
was inciting and encouraging the said Riel by 
promises of payment to take active steps for the 
keeping out of the said Governor McDougall 
which said Riel seemed to hesitate about doing. 
That also, he did on several occasions see 
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the said Cowan and Riel in close conversation 
but could not hear what was said. : 


Another and the last which I shall call 
the attention of this Honourable House 
to, is that a Gentleman who occupied 
an official position under the Hudson Bay 
Company for some years and may besup- 
posed to have had considerable insight into 
the real state of affairs, states, 


“That about four years ago he was commis- 
Sioned by the Hon. Hudson Bay Company in 
England a member ofthe Cuuncil of Assiniboia 
and that he has beena Fetit Magistrate and Col- 
lector of Customs for aboutten years. That about 
one week before the erection of barricades at 
Stinking River, and when the rebes were then 
collecting at that place, he was summoned to at- 
tend a meeting of the said Council of Assiniboia 
to consider the state of affairs, That at said Coun- 
cil he warned the other members of the gather- 
ing near his piace on the Stinking River, but 
that the President, Judge Black, then acting 
Governor, did not suggest or advise any active 
Measures to prevent the eyil. That he then 
urged upon the Council the necessity, and oftered 
to raise among the loyal] portion of his own peo- 
ple, the French half-breeds, enough men to put 
the gathering down, That on pressing the mat- 
ter he was allowed to see what he could do inget- 
ting the names otf persons willing to act in such 
service andtoreport. That he afterwards pro= 
cured the names of ninety-six able-bodied men 
willing toact, and that the fact was duly reported, 
but that Governor Mactavish directed bim to dis- 
band and pay off the force which he had gathered 
at the north side of the barricade to the number 
of fifty six witnout giving him any reason for doing 
so, That he requested and waited a day and a half 
on a written order, but that. such order was 
distinctly refused. That there were on being 
estimated about sixty-six of the party under Riel 
and Bruce atthe said barricade at Stinking River. 
That he asked Governor Mactavish for additional 
permission to call on the English people, but 
that request was refused. That afterwards, and 
ashort time before Fort Garry was taken posses- 
sion of by said rebels, he informed Dr. Cowan the 
master of said fort, oftheir intention of doing so, 
but that he did not advise or take any steps to 
prevent their doingso, and that in his presence a 
prominent French half- breed informed Governor 
Mactavish of the intention of the rebels to take 
possession of the Hudson Bay Company’s safe 
and of the Fort. Thatto the best of his know- 
ledge and belief the officers of the Hudson Bay 
Company at Fort Garry did not wish to 
stop the action of the insurgents at Stinking 
River, and that had he been given authority to 
so it could easily have been accomplished with 
the aid or the French half-breeds alone: That 
the said officers disccuraged and frowned down. 
every suggestion of a means of doing so and re- 
fused all offers of aid and that he believes that 
for some private reason the movement of the 
insurgents under Riel, Bruce and Lepine Was 
thoroughly in accord with their own wishes.” 


And now, Mr. Speaker, as regards that 
clause in the Supplementary Estimates, 
which asks this country for $40,000 to re- 
lieve the sufferers from the recent rebel- 
lion at Red River. I may say that this is 
a point which specially pleases me. lam 
perfectly well aware that this government 
might, had it so chosen, waited to ask the 
country foran amount for this purpose, 
till an investigation had been made, till 
evidence had been taken, till a Commis- 
sion had sat. Yet, without any undue 
pressure that I am aware of, they propose 
to spend this sum in this very laudable 
way, and I am disposed to look upon it, as 
an earnest, that the Government intends 
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to deal fairly, possibly even liberally with 
the loyal sufferers of last winter. I 
may say also now that we are discussing 
the subject, that at a tme when this Gov- 
ernment was accused of having no 
sympathy with the Red River loyalists they 
did that which saved me, at least,from utter 
ruin and inauguarated a principle which, 
by this clause in the supplementary esti- 
mates they seem determined to carry out, 
I have also since learned, Sir, that this re- 
lief to myself, which I speak of, was not af: 
forded without a considerable stretch of 
legal authority, and that a Min‘ster of the 
Crown even became personally responsible 
forthe amount. Well, the conclusi: n that 
I feel forced to come to, after a consider- 
able degree of doubt on this matter, is, 
that in this matter at least, tne Govern- 
ment are not so utterly heartless as has 
sometimes heen represented and if the in- 
demnity proposed, be confined to these 
and these only, who are known to have lost 
their property or their time for the sake 
of loyalty to the Crown, it will tend to re- 
assure that class of sufferers in Manitoba 
who now consider that they have been 
neglected and disregarded.—(Applause. ) 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said none of 
the money would be paid to the Hudson's 
Bay Company under any circumstances. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said there 
was a distinction between the Company 
and the representatives of that Company. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he in- 
cluded every one connected with the Com- 
pany in the statement he had made. 

The amendment was put and the vote 
taken as tollows—Yeas 24, Nays 54. 


Yeas —Messrs. Bowell, Caitwright, 
Drew, Holmes, Hurdon, Jones (Leeds & 
Grenville), Macdonald (Glengarry), McDo- 
nald (Middlesex), Mackenzie, McDougall 
(Lanark), McMonies, Oliver, Perry, Ross 
fDundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 
(Wellington, C R,), Smith (Selkirk), Snider, 
Stephenson, Walsh, Wells, White (Kast 
Hastings), Willson and Wood.—24. 

Nays.— Messrs. Archambeault, Barthe, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bourassa, Brousseau, 
Cameron [Inverness], Cameron (Peel), Ca- 
ron, Cartier [Sir George E.] Cimon, Costi- 
gan, Crawford (Brockville), Currier, Daoust, 
Delorme [Provencher], Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gendron, Godin, 
Gray, Heath, Hincks [Sir Francis], Holton, 
lowe, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Lan- 
glois, McDonald [Lunenburg], Masson 
[Soulanges,] Masson (Terrebonne), Mc- 
Dougall (Three Rivers), McKeagney, Mof- 
fatt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), O’Connor, 
Pinsonneault, Pope, Ray, Robitaille, Ross 
(Champlain), Ross (Victoria N. S.), Shanly, 
Simard, Simpson, Street, Tilley, Touran- 
geau and Tupper.—54. ~ 
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Item carried, 
The following items were then carried: 
Refund of duties to Gouderham 


bc WOrtet es eee $ 2309 34 
Cost and damages in case of Kin- 

near Bros. vs. Robinson...... 8436 41 
Canal, Commission... : ise ane 10,000 00 


On the item of $200 009 to pay amount 
further required in connection with North 
West, 


Mr. HOLTON asked for information as 
to the objects for which the vote was re- 
quired. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the ori- 
ginal vote was intended for the organiza- 
tion of the North West and opening of 
communication and formation of Govern - 
ment. An expedition however was found 
necessary and a vote had to be asked, and 
the whole matter was so complicated that 
with every endeavour he was unable to say 
how the matter would stand at the end of 
the year. 

He stated the cost of the Civil Govern- 
ernment, the Public Works, and the Mili. 
tary Expedition, and said about $100.000 
more would be required for the Military 
Expedition. The only other expendi- 
ture would be in public works in opening 
communication this year and they found 
it necessary to ask another vote in order to 
give them a sufficient margin. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON objected that such 
an amount should be asked as a mere vote 
of credit without giving any particulars as 
to the work to be done. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked for information 
as to the public works to be undertaken. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had al- 
ready explained the nature of the work. 
There was a bridge on the road from Thun- 
der Bay to Lake Shebandowan; gravel had 
to be laid on the wood ; some 25 miles of 
the road from the Lake of the Woods 
to Fort Garry would have to be completed ; 
and dams would be erected to lighten the 
work at the portages. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked whether it was 
true t).at some change had taken place 
in the contracts for the construction of 
the steamer. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the contract 
was about $35,000 and although some 
changes were made in the specifications 
the price was not changed. 

Item carried. 


The following items were passed after ex- 
planation by Hon. Mr. Tilley. 
To pay Contingencies of the Port 
of Halifax, Nova Scotia, for 
the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1868 j..% ae aee cee a 
To pay the salaries of Preven- 
tive Officers and expenses at 


we 
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Port Hawkesbury, Nova Sco- 
tia, for the three years, 1867-68, 
1868-69, 1869-70 


The 


169 00 


ventive Officer, Tusket 

Wedge Nova Scotia, for 1868. 

69 and 1869-70, at #60 per 

PANN Ae. on OY: 
Also, without comment, — 

To pay the cost of Standard 
Weights and Measures and 
other expenses consequent on 
assimilation of Weights and 
Measures (the unexpended 
balance to be carried forward 
to the fiscal year, 1871-72.).. 

To pay Collectors’ allowances, 
N.S. and N.B., on duties col- 
lected by them, estimated at 

To pay for Mail Service in the 
Province of Manitoba, and 
for payment to the United 
States Post Office of Transit 
Rates for the conveyance of 
closed mails to and trom Ma. 
ee, 

Also, on explanation by ffon. 

Mr. Langevin, — 

European and North American 
Railway extension, working 
PORES I acs ee owe. 

Maintenance, salaries of staff, 

&c., for the month of June, 

Tera ent Rae Geet, f. . 15,009 00 

On the item of $100,000 for survey in 
Manitoba, Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL asked 
for information. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE siid the survey would 
be placed in the care of Colonel Dennis 
and would be pushed forward as rapidly as 
possible. A Commissioner would be sent 
to make arrangements with the Indian 
Tribes to allow the survey. 

Item carried. 

On the item of $250,000 for survey and 
location of Pacific Railway, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for some par- 
ticulars as to what would be done in this 
matter. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN saidthe Govern- 
ment intended to instruct their Chief En- 
gineer to survey for a railway from Lake 
Nipissing towards the Rocky Mountains. 
Of course nothing definite could be said 
beforehand, but the intention was to or- 
ganize parties to act in different sections, 
and to ascertain the best pass through the 
Rocky mountains. On the other side of 
those mountains several routes would have 
to besurveyed, and the terminus would have 


96 


120 00 


90,000 00 


2,700 00 


6,000 00 


8,000 00 
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to be decided upon, so that many parties 
would have to be engaged on a reconnai. 
Sance so as to guide the Chief Engineer in 
the location of the road in the following 
season. He quoted the opinions of several 
engineers who favored Vancouver's Island 
as the terminus. 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked for the names 
of the Engineers referred to. 


Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN said he had done 
his best to collect full information, but he 
did not think he was called upon to name 
his authorities. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said when Opinions 
were quoted, the authors of those opinions 
should be given. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON spoke to the same 
effect. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that if 
reference had been made to a report of 
any one officially employed, of course the 
names should be given, but under the cir- 
ele they were certainly not called 
or. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
Government had appointed the Chief 
Engineer. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN did not think he 
was called on to name his informants. 
The vote was asked for the special pur- 
pose of obtaining proper information as to 
the route. It was admitted that if the ter- 
minus were at Vancouyer’s Island there 
would be a great difficulty in crossing from 
the mainland. This would be evident to 
any one who consuited amap, but he did 
not advocate any one line, as although 
much had been said and written, a proper 
survey had never been carried through. 
The Government had noselection for the 
office of Chief Engineer, 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said that as 
the matter was simply a reconnaissance 
the word location should be struck out. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN assented. 

Hon, Mr. WOOD asked whether Govern- 
ment could say what the entire cost of the 
Survey would ultimately amount to. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—No. 

Item carried. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said at the rate 
charged for the Survey of the Intercolonial 
the location of the Pacific would amount 
to over four millions of dollars, the explo- 
ratory survey alone would probably cost a 
million. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said it would 
be quite enough for the first year to survey 
from the Pacitic Coast to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and from Fort Garry to Lake Nipis- 
sing. He supposed the work was really to 
ascertain the practicability of the Railway 
at all. This was of course necessary to 
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induce a Company to take the work, but 
it was not necessary to make aSurvey over 
a country where a line could be run at any 
place, as was the case for 1000 miles of the 
road. 

On the item of $40,000 for the construc- 
tion of a new Post Office at Montreal, se- 
veral questions were asked and replied to 
by the Minister of Public Works. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked what was the 
area of the site. He believed it to be the 
best in Montreal, but he would like to 
know what was the price per foot. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN could not give the 
exact number of feet, but he described 
the extent of the lot, and said it would be 
understood by those who knew Montreal. 

Item carried. 

Item of $200,000 for raising the banks 
of the Welland Canal, and $150,000 for 
Grenville Canal Locks.—Carried. 

On the item of $100.000 for improving 
the channel of the St. Lawrence between 
Kingston and Montreal, 


Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) asxed at 


what points the improvements were to be 
made. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the re- 
port on the subject shewed that there were 
several points at which there was a very 
small depth, and it was intended to make 
a depth to allow vessels drawing eight or 
nine feet of water to pass. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said he 
was as anxious asany one could be to have 
the navigation of the St. Lawrence im. 
proved, but he disapproved of this system 
of coming down to the House and asking 
for an appropriation for the purpose with- 
out being able to give estimates of the 
cost of engineering, &c. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON had every confidence 
in Mr. Page, the engineer of the Depart- 
ment, and was willing to vote for the ap- 
propriation if that gentleman recommend- 
ed that it should be made. 

The item was carried. 

On the item of $10,000 for the comple. 
tion of Survey of Sau!t Ste, Marie canal, 


Mr. MACKENZIE wished to know if the 
Canal Report already presented by Mr. 
Kilally was not sufficient. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the report 
referred to was Mr. Keefer’s. The depth 
of water on the sill recommended by him 
was nine feet. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—That would never do. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN thought so too. 
The Canal Commissioners recommended 
twelve feet on the sills and other improve- 
ments on which Mr. Keefer had not re- 
ported, and it was thought proper to make 
this appropriation for a fresh survey. 


Hon. Mr. Macdougall, 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said the regular staff 
of the Department ought to be sufficiently 
large to attend to this trifling matter. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the staff was 
already fully employed. They were still 
engaged in making the surveys ordered 
last session. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the distance to 
be surveyed was not over a mile and a 
half, the location was pleasant and easy of 
access, there was no great engineering 
difficulty to be overcome, and how $10,000 
were to be expended he could not under- 
stand, 

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN said in former 
instances it had been found that such 
appropriations were not large enough. If 
any portion of this amount should not be 
required it would remain over unexpended. 

Item carried. 

On the item of $6,000 for a bridge over 
the Rideau Canal, at Wellington Village, 
the Local authorities furnishing an equal 
amount, 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) 

‘for explanations. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the water 
had been raised by adam erected by the 
Government, and the Canal was thus 
made some sixty feet broader. The cost 
of the bridge was proportionately increas- 
ed, and the Government thought proper 
to bear a portion of the expense. ‘l'welve 
thousand dollars would construct a draw- 
bridge. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) thought 
it would be better to expend a little more 
and erect a good fixed bridge sufficiently 
high to permit of the passage of vessels 
under it. He did not approve of these 
draw bridges, which required officers to 
look after them. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON did not think this 
House should be called upon to vote 
money to aid in constructing a purely 
Local work. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Canal 
was a public work, maintained for the 
benefit of the whole country, and while it 
was sO maintained, it was the duty of the 
(sxovernment to aid in constructing bridges 
in places where, but for the existence of 
the Canal, they would not be required. In 
reply to the hon. member for Glengarry, he 
would simply say that he was not certain 
what kind of a bridge would be built, but 
a fixed bridge would be constructed if pos- 
sible. 

Mr. CURRIER said the banks of the river 
at the place were low, and it would cost a 
large sum to construct a fixed bridge suf- 
ficiently high to permit vessels to pass 
under it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE wished to know if it 
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were true that it was a river and not a ca- 
nal that it was proposed to bridge. 


_ Mr. CURRIER.— At the place, the river 
is the canal. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said in consequence 
of the construction of the dam the breadth 
of the water had been so greatly increased 
that it would be unfair to expect the local 
Corporation to build the bridge alone. 

Item carried. 

_ The item of $297,500, for Public Build- 
ngs, was carried without discussion. 

On the item $76,950, for Harbours and 
Piers, 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON protested against 
bringing down these estimates for local 
expenditures near the close of the Session, 
when nearly all the members were away. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the re- 
ports of the engineers who had made these 
surveys reached him too late to place these 
appropriations in the general estimates. 
None of the gentlemen representing con- 
stituencies in which these appropriations 
were to be expended knew anything about 
it till they saw the items in the supple- 
mentary estimates: In reply to Mr. Holton 
he said that very little, if any, revenue 
necd be expected from these Harbours of 
Refuge on the coast of Nova Scotia. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. member 
should give some explanation respecting 
the appropriation for a Harbour of Refuge 
at Liverpool, N.S. If his (Mr. Mackenzie’s) 
information was correct, the coast was 
deeply indented with bays, while at Liver- 
pool the place was exceedingly unfavorable 
for being converted into a Harbour of Re- 
fuge. Did the engineer recommend the 
construction of a Harbour of Refuge at 
this point ? 

Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN.—Yes. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that several lives 
and a Jarge number of vesse!s had been 
lost at the place for want of a Harbour of 
Refuge. 


Mr. MACKENZIE criticised the appro- 
priations for Harbours and Piers. The 
item of $1,650 for the completion and re- 
pairs of a pier in Digby Bay, N.S., he said, 
was merely for the purpose of building a 
wharf to accommodate the people of Digby 
Village. It was a work which should be 
constructed by the loc! authorities, and 
should not be included in these estimates. 

Hon. Dr, TUPPER said it was an inter- 
provincial pier, from which a stewmer 
started daily to the ports of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said there were hun- 
dreds of places in the Dominion which 
were as much entitled to receive public 
~ aid as Digby. 
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Hon. Dr. TUPPER.—The wharf is on 
asset of the Dominion. ~- 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it would be an 
advantage to the country if it were not. 
If there was one place more insignificant 
than another, from a commercial point of 
view, it was Digby, and if this appropria- 
tion were voted, every little hamlet on the 
coast of the Dominion would be expecting 
similar appropriations, 

Hon. Dr. TUPPE® said this was an asset 
handed over to the Dominion by the local 
government at the Confederation of the 
provinces. 

Mr. MACKENZIE —It was built by the 
Dominion. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he thought 
the hon, member was laboring under x 
misapprehension. The pier was built by 
the local government ata large cost, but 
being a point of inter-communication be- 
tween the Pruvinces, and consequently, was: 
handed over to the Dominion. This gov- 
ernment could take possession of it at 
any moment and deprive the local autho- 
rities of the use of it. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—If the hon. mem ber 
will say he is serious, | will not say ano- 
ther word. 

Hon. Dr, TUPPER—I am serious. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Then I am astonish- 
ed (a laugh.) 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—The hon. member 
has broken his agreement. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) objected 
to this Dominion pbuilding a pier in the 
harbor. 

Mr. MoDONALD (Antigonish) © said 
there was a better ground for making this 
appropriation than to expend money 
on Canals, Slides, and Booms, in Ontario. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—But we derive a re- 
venue from them. 

Mr. MoDONALD—Very little. 

Mr. MACKENZIE assured the hon. 
member that the revenue: derived from 
the works in Ontario, just referred to, was 
very considerable. The revenue from the 
Welland Canal was from six to seven per 
cent.., and from the Slides and Booms, two 
and a half per cent. 

Mr. McDONALD (Antigonish) thought 
it unfair that these appropriations for 
Nova Scotia should be objected to on all 
occasions. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he o*jected to’ 
this vote on its merits, anl he was not to: 
be deterred from expressing his opinion: 
respecting it, through any threats of 
throwing Nova Scotia at his head. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that all the 
arguments of the hon. members opposite, 
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could not explain away the fact this appro- 
yriation was for the completion and repair 
of avillage wharf. The same could be 
said of the vote for aidingin the construc- 
tion of a wharf at Liviere du Loup en Haut. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said in the latter 
case the appropriation was not for the 
construction of a village wharf. It was 
for the purpose of aiding the Local author- 
ities to cut through a bar at the mouth of 
the river which would make the stream 
navigable for some distance up. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said this discussion was 
similar to the wrangles on Local appropri- 
ations in the Parhament of Old Canada. 
it was found necessary to make appropri- 
ations for none but works of a public 
nature, iu order to get rid of the sectional 
teelings whicn votes for Local works were 
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‘sure to engender. He regretted to see 
what the Government were adopting the 
old system, which, unless checked at once, 
would lead to fresh struggles between the 
Provinces. He was opposed to these 
supplementary estimates, and he believed 
‘in England they were looked upon as im- 
moral in their tendency. The system 
recently adopted there, was to include ail 
_ excepting the estimates which were abso- 
Zutely necessary in the general estimates. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the system 
adopted by this Government during the 
present session was a new one, but then 
the circumstances were new too. A num- 
ber of the members from Nova Scotia who 
formerly opposed the Government were 
now numbered amongst their supporters. 

The item was carried. 

The following items were carried with- 
out discussion : 
YF hE 0) Ny en A 8 pmaepailic EP a Yebo $ 1,250 00 
Arts, Agriculture and Statistics. 50,000 00 
Immigration and Quarantine... 7,500 00 
Penitentianies Rises Meee 14,000 00 
Light house and coast service. . 20,950 00 
to pay expenses connected with 

organising and carrying on 

Government in British Co- 

lumbia (in addition to revenue 

received therein)........... 125,090 00 


“To pay one half of the cost of 


surveying boundary line be- 

tween Ontario and the North 

West Territories............ 15,000 00 
“Cost of printing Proclamations 

and Orders in Council to 

carry out laws 5,000 00 
inland Revenue 2,700 00 
Post Oniee. se... SEE IE ts 12,500 00 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN, in reply to Mr. 
MacKenzie, explained that this latter ap: 
propriation was made for establishing a 
mail service through our own territory to 
Fort Garry, 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 


ss 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said he was glad to 
know that such an arrangement had been 
arrived at (hear, hear.) It was anything but 
dignified for this country to be obliged to 
depend on our neighborus to carry our 
mails from one part of the Dominion to 
another. . 

This concluded the supplementary esti- 
mates. 

Mr. S(!REET presented the seventh re- 
port of the Lib.ary Committee. - 
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STATUE OF HER MAJESTY, &c. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved the 
following resolution: ‘ hat the authority 
of this House be given for the purchase by 
the Joint Committee of the two Houses of 
Parliament forthe Library at such prices 
as they may deem advisable, of Mr. 
Marshall Wood's statues of Her Majesty 
and the busts of their Royal Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and 
charge such price against the appropria- 
tion for unforeseen expenses for the cur- 
rent year.”” He explained that His Ex- 
cellency approved of the resolution. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked for explana- 
tions respecting the statue of Her Ma- 


| jesty in the Senate Chamber. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he un- 
derstood that Mr. Marshall Wood had 
brought them out, and the statue of Her 
Majesty had been placed in the Senate 
Chamber where it could be inspected Ly 
the members of this Parliament. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he understood 
that the statue had been taken possession 
of by the Board of Works on its arrival 
here and placed in the Senate by them. 
He protested against this irregular act 
on the part of the Government, and the 
position in which the House had been 
placed. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the hon. 
member was mistaken. The Board of 
Works had not taken possession of the 
statue. Mr. Wood had asked leave to 
place the statue in the Senate, and leave 
had been granted him to do so. ‘The 
Board of Works sent some of their men to 
aid him in placing it there. 

Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to 
the bungling manner in which the em- 
ployees of the Board of Works had man- 
aged to place the statue in the Senate. 
Everyone united with him in condemning 
the manner in which it had been mutilat- 
ed through their incompetence. He 
would call attention to anotker matter. 
Since the opening of this session, mem- 
bers of this House found it impossible to 
obtain tickets of entrance to the Senate 
without begging them from the Speaker 
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of the Senate or His Myjesty the Usher of 
the Black Rod. He (Mr. Mackenzie) re- 
sented this indignity to this House, for 
while members of the commons were re. 
fused tickets, the Usher of the Black Rod 
was distributing them freely among his 
friends in the city. 
In reply to Hon. Mr. Holton, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that the Minis- 
ter of Justice saw the statues 
which were brought out from Eng. 
and, and had led Mr. Wood, the artist, 
to understand that if they were brought 
to Ottawa, this Parliament would not re- 
fuse to purchase them. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the proper place 
for the statues was not the Senate Cham. 
ber, but the Library. 

The House went into Committee on the 
resolution, and passed it without discus- 
sion. 

The Supply Bill was introduced in the 
usual formal manner, and read a first time. 

The following measures were passed 
through the final stages. 


Routine 


BILLS PASSED. 


An Act toextend to the Province of 
Manitoba, certain of the Criminal Laws 
now in force in the other Provinces of the 
Dominion, (from Senate). 

An Act toextend to the Province of 

Manitoba, and to British Columbia, so 
soon as it shall become a Province of the 
Dominion, certain Acts and parts of Acts 
of the Parliament of Canada. 
' An Act to amend the Railway Act of 
1868, in which are inserted certain provi- 
sions of the Bill (No. 21) toamend the 
Railway Act of 1868, and of the Bill (No. 8) 
to amend ‘‘ The Railway Act of 1868,’ and 
to extend the same. 

Bills Nos. 12 and 23 to amend the Act 
31 Vict., cap. 66, respecting Aliens and 
Naturalization (and Amendments). 

An Act to make provision for the deten- 
tion of female convicts in Reformatory 
Prisons in the Province of Quebec. 


POWER OF PARLIAMENT. 


The fo'lowing resolution wes passel 
through Committee and read a second and 
third time :— 

‘‘To consider certain Resolutions for an 
Address to Her Majesty on the subject of 
the draft of a Bill intended for submission 
to the Imperial Parliament, for the purpose 
of removing doubts which may have been 
entertained respecting the powers of the 
Parliament ef Cana@a,to establish Provinces 
in Territories admitted, or which may 
hereafter be admitted into the Dominion 
of Canada, and to provide for the repre- 
sentation of such Provinces in the said 
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Parliament, and vesting such powers in th3 
said Parliament. 

House adjourned at 2am, till 3 p.m: 


THE SENATE. 


Tuurspay, 13th April, 1871. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 1] 
o’clock. 


A number of Bills were passed and sent 
to the Commons. 

The House adjourned at half-past one, 
and re-assembled at three, when a large 
amount of business was transacted. 


The House adjourned at six and resumed 
at eight o'clock. 

All the business on this day was ofa 
routine character, for which see Journals of 
Senate, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuurspay, 13th April, 1871. 
After routine, 
THE JOINT HIGH COMMISSION. 


In reply to the Hon.Mr. HOLTON’S ques- 
tion as to whether any information could 
with propriety be furnished to the House 
as to the proceedings of the Joint High 
Commission, so far as they affected the 
public business, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the 
Government were notin a position to give 
any information as to the proceedings of 
the Joint High Commission. 


PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


In reply to Mr, CARTWRIGHT as to 
whether the resolution respecting the con- 
struction of the Pacific Railway adopted 
by the House the other day had been 
transmitted to the British Columbia Gov- 
ernment, 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER replied that 
there was no necessity to communciate it, 
though possibly it might form the subject 
of a despatch if the Governor General 
should think it advisable to do so. 


PERSONAL ATTACK. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said as this was the last 
day of the session he wished to call atten- 
tion to an attack made upon him in a for- 
mer debate by the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton. That hon. gentleman at some 
public meetings which he had attended in 
the West, had repeated some of the 
stories circulated to his prejudice last 
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year, and assailed him personally in his 
absence. He had taken no notice of these 
slanders, but the member for Lambton 
while he was ill and confined to his house, 
made a stab at his vacant chair and hazard- 
eda statement to which he desired to give 
a flat contradiction. The words, as taken 
down by the Hon. Minister of Customs, 
were that he (Mr. Howe) in the North 
West—referring to the British flag then 
flying over a house—had given orders to 
‘‘Take down that rag, ’? and had “wished 
to God that the Yankees had the whole 
country.’’ As the hon. Member for Lamb- 
ton was not in his seat, and as he under- 
stood, had returned to his home, he should 
make no further comment upon his con- 
duct than to say that the language attri- 
buted to him wasa low invention and a 
disreputable falsehood, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON desired to say on 
behalf of the hon. member for Lambton, 
who would not be in his seat again this 
session, that it was unfortunate that this 
matter had not been brought up earlier in 
the session in order that the hon. member 
for Lambton might either make good his 
statement, or ifit should be proved to be 
unfounded, that he might withdraw the 
charge. He(Mr. Holton) was sure that 
the hon. gentleman, if present, would do 
either one thing or the other, for no mem- 
ber in the house was more candid in cor- 
recting an error which he might make in 
the heat of a debate. Ofcourse he (Mr, 
Holton) did not attempt to substantiate 
the statement of his hon. friend, he mere- 
ly rose to say that it was a pity the matter 
had not been referred to earlier in the 
session, 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said his intention was 
to have replied to it the moment he 
entered the House and took his seat, but 
at the suggestion of his colleagues, he left 
it over in the expectation that when the 
hon. member for Lambton should rise at 
the close of the session to make his usual 
criticism on the course of the Government 
a chance would be given to him (Mr. 
Howe,) to refer to this matter, without in- 
terruption to the progress of public 
business, 

Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said if his 
memory served him right the very state- 
ment was made in the House last session 
and the truth of it distinctly denied by 
the Hon, Secretary of State for the Pro- 
vinces, 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that he had 
telegraphed to James Turner, a merchant 
in Hamilton who had been the intimate 
companion of the Hon. Secretary of State 
while in Red River on the occasion referred 
to, and had received a telegram in reply 
which stated that there was not a word of 
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truth in the statement respecting the flag, 
nor did he believe such words had ever 
been used by the Secretary of State, nor 
did that hon. gentleman ever do or say 
anythirg while in the North West to give 
foundation to the rumour, 

Mr. DONALD A. SMITH said he had 
heard the rumor but he had never yet been 
able to find one individual who had heard the 
Secretary of State make use of the disloyal 
words attributed tohim. On the contrary 
he (Smith) had heard that the hon. gentle- 
man had advised the people of the North 
West not to stand up for supposed rights 
but to go in and make the best of the con- 
nection with Canada. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said in justice 
to the hon. member for Lambton, that 
the hon. gentleman was justified, not in 
using the expressions quoted, butin saying 
that such language was reported to have 
been used, for there were several gentle- 
men from Red River who asserted that it 


was so. If the Hon. Secretary of 
State denied that he had used 
such words he (Macdougall) should 


be very loth to doubt the denial even 
in such a critical case as this. But 
there was a circumstance which the hon. 
member had admitted, viz, that a flag was 
raised on a pole near the residence of Dr. 
Schultz; that it was a British flag and with 
the word Canada, and that some question 
having been raised as to whether it should 
be raised or not, the Hon. Secretary of 
State had said it should not. So it would 
not do to deny the staternent of the hon. 
member for Lambton in the absolute and 
unqualified manner in which the Secretary 
of State had done. He (Mr. Macdougail) 
had submitted in silence to many an at- 
tack on himself, personally, during this 
session, to which he could easily have re- 
plied, but he had refrained from doing so, 


feeling that it was to the interest of all’ 


parties, and feeling that it was his duty as 
a Canadian and a public man not to add 
to the irritation and ill-feeling which the 
events in the North West had excited in 
our midst. He did not desire to awaken 
reminiscences, but he would say that look- 
ing to the past career of the Hon. Secretary 
of State, and remembering that he was an 
old man failing in health, he [Mr. Mac- 
dougall] had rather a feeling of :sympathy 
than otherwise towards the hon. gentle- 
man and was disposed to forget the past 
[hear, hear]. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said he was an old 
politician and was accustomed to hard 
knocks, but he would say that he regret- 
ted that the hon. member for North Lanark 
should have allowed himself for a moment 
to take up floating rumours at a time, 
no doubt, when the hon. member was 
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placed in a position and surrounded by 
circumstances calculated to create irrita- 
tion. He regretted that the hon. member 
should have done this and entertained 
hard feelings against an old friend and col. 
league, without better foundation. If the 
hon. gentleman had come to him (Mr. 
Howe) and said, ‘ Did you do this or that,”’ 
he would have frankly explained on the 
instant, not only his own conduct,. but the 
part he had taken in public affairs in which 
they were both mixed up at that time. It 
was due to himself to say that he (Mr. 
Howe) urged upon the hon. gentleman to 
accept the governorship of the North 
West, and from the time that he [ Mr. 
Howe] parted with the hon. member on 
Lake Superior till he returned to Ottawa, 
his defence and support of the hon. mem. 
ber’s personal and public character, when. 
ever assailed, was loyal and true, and he 
declarea that until he found himself 
assailed in a most unfair, and what he 
conceived, a most ungenerous manner by 
the hon. member for Lanark—until that 


[APRIL 13, 1871.] 


time, he [Mr. Howe] had never entertain- 
ed anything but a feeling of friendship for 
the hon. gentleman [hear, hear]. With 
regard to what took place in the House 
during the discussion on this matter last 
session, he [Mr. Howe] did not remember 
what explanation he had made, but this 
was the statement that he would now 
make. He saw the flig with the word 
‘‘Canada’”’ on it, but he never presumed 
to give orders as to whether it should be 
taken down or not. He referred to his 
forty years of public life, to his speeches 
and writings in proof that he had never 
at any time uttered a word which could be 
construed into disloyalty. On the 
contrary, in public meetings both in this 
country and in the United States, he had 
always spoken with pride of the connec. 
tion of this country with Great Britain. His 
own history and his family history were the 
best evidences of his loyalty to Britain , 
[cheers]. 


LANDS IN MANITOBA. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGAaLL said he was 
willing to withdraw his proposed regula- 
tions respecting lands in Manitoba, as the 
Government had expressed their readiness 
to adopt the most important of them. 

Mr. SMITH (Selkirk) asked whether the 
Government would modify the Manitoba 
regulations, to extend the grant of lands to 
old settlers of 1812, 1820, who were not 
half-breeds, but of English and Scotch 
birth and parentage. Thesé men had 
done a good deal of service to the country 
and had helped to form the community, 
and were entitled to as liberal treatment | 
as their children the half-breeds. He 
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hoped Government would accept this sug- 
gestion. 

Hon, Sir GEO. E. CARTIER explained 
the effect of the Act as to the distribution 
of lands to the half-breeds, end that Goy- 
ernment could not depart from its pre- 
vious decision. 

Mr. FERGUSON had hoped that the 
Government would have imposed settle- 
ment duties. The half-breeds were no 
mere roving tribes, and ought to perform 
the same settlement duties as emigrants. 
He was told that 163 acres would come 
to each person, but the member for Lis- 
gar told him they would not get more 
than 120 acres, but under any circum. 
stances they ought to be governed by the 
same regulations as other emigrants, in 
order to prevent them from disposing of 
their lands to mere speculators for a small 
amount of cash. He moved a resolution 
providing settlement duties on the Indian 
lands. 

Hon. Sir G E. CARTIER said he hoped 
the motion would not be pressed. ‘The 
Government could not now impose settle- 
ment duties as a great number of those 
entitled to the lands under the Act were 
children. Until the childrencame of age 
the Government were the guardians of the 
land, and no speculators would be suftered 
to get hold of it. The regulations could 
be altered from time to time if necessary. 

Mr. FERGUSON said he would not have 
pressed the question if he thought he 
could have avoided, but as it was distinctly 
provided that no settlement duties were 
required, be must try to amend it. If 
it was intended that no speculators should 
get hold of the land, steps should be taken 
to prevent it, and if the matter were left 
an open question instead of stating dis- 
tinctly that no settlement duties were ne- 
cessary he would withdraw his motion. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER could not 
assent to the proposal. 

De. SCHULTZ said it was unfair to press 
the motion, as. unless the land was given 
entirely free, the recipients would derive 
no advantage. 

In reply to the hon. member Hon. Sir 
GEO. E. CARTIER said the people could 
not sell the lands until they came of age. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON could not vote for 
the motion under the explanation of Goy- 
ernment, although he thought it right in 
principle. He hoped it would not be 
pressed to a division. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL also hoped a 
division would not be taken. The hon. 
member seemed to think that the Act 
imposed settlement duties, but such was 
not the case. If these duties were imposed 
the Indians would lose the only benefit 
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Mr. FERGUSON said he must press his 


motion. 
The resolution was declared lost on di- 
‘vision, and theorder discharged. 


PROROGATION. 
The SPEAKER gave notice that Parlia- 


ment would be prorogued to-morrow at 3 | 


o’clock. 
CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS IN MANITOBA. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said yesterday, a 
question on this‘subject was referred to 
the Standing Committee, and he had object- 
ed atthe time that no meeting could be 
had, and on proceeding to the Committee 
room he found not one present, and he had 
ibeen informed that only five had appear- 
ed. He thought the fact of the reference 
-showed it was necessary that the matter 
should be dealt with this session, and he 
asked if the Government had any propo- 
sition to submit on the subject. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said when 
the reference was made, only five members 
of the Committee were absent, and the 
clerk was instructed to give notice of the 
meeting without delay, and at least 18 or 
20 were summoned, but many members 
left the city after receiving the notices. If 
the Committee had met the questions 
could have been settled. ‘The Govern- 
ment had no intention to move in the 
matter, and, of course, would bear the 
responsibility of not doing so. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there was no 
statuary provision in Manitoba to regulate 
contested elections, and he rezretted that 
a measure was not to be submitted, and 
he suggested that the quorum of the Com- 
mittee should be reduced so as to allow a 
meeting to be held, and a B.ll introduced 
and passed. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said Gov- 
ernment was already to accept good sug- 
gestions, but if there was to be any respon- 


sibility, it would rest on those members of 


the Committee who had not attended the 
ameeting when notified. 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. 


On the motion of Mr. CARTWRIGHT 
that the House should goin Committee to 
consider certain resolutions whereon to 
found an address to Her Majesty on. the 
subject of the withdrawal of garrisons and 
munitions of war from British North Ame- 
rica, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought it should 
not be entertained inasmuch as it passed 
a censure on the policy of the Empire. 


Mr. POPE also opposed the motion, 
Mr. Ferguson.” 
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He thought the sooner Canada learned how 
to take care of herself the better, and the 
strongest tie to bind the two countries 
together was the tie of mutual interest. 
Britain should not be asked to keep a 
single soldier in the country. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALU hoped _ the 
motion would not be pressed. When 
Canada had been attacked on grounds af- 
fecting the Empire she had a right to Im- 
perial aid, but Canada was loyal enough 
and strong enough to defend herself on 
every ordinary occasion, and he would not 
be sorry when the last British soldier left 
the country. The Imperial policy was 
settled and wise, and could not be com- 
plained of. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said any ad- 
dress of this kind ought to be carried, if 
carried at all, on a unanimous vote. The 
nature of the address proposed, however, 
was not in direct opposition to the Im- 
perial policy, but only asked a garrison to 
be left at Quebec, and the Government 
had no objection to it. The Government 
had however done its best to retain as many 
troops as possible, but had failed, and 
very likely the present address would have 
no greater effect, and he would ask that 
the motion should, therefore, not be 
pressed. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the. address ~ 


was a mere endorsation of the Government 
Policy. He believed Canada should defend 
herself in quarrels of her own, but not in 
matters over which she had no control. Not 
only were the troops withdrawn, but stores 
and other material also, the want of which 
could not be supplied at once, and might 
prove very detrimental in case of a sudden 
attack. He however consented to with- 
draw the motion. 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) said the hon: 
member for Chateauguay had opposed 
entirely the vote for artillery, which was 
only necessary in consequence of the with- 
drawal of British troops, and it therefore 
seemed that he did not think the fortifica- 
tions should be sustained at all. He 
thought the House had a_ perfect 
right to approach the Imperial Govern- 
ment on the question. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON, while opposing the 
artillery had intended to move an amend- 
ment embodying his views, and was only 
deterred from doing so because of the 
time of the session at which the militia 
estimates were discussed. 

Motion withdrawn. 


SUPPLY BILL. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the second- 
reading of Bill No, 101, an Act granting to 
to Her Majesty certain sums of money re- 
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quired for defraying certain expenses of 
the public service for the financial years 
ending respectively the 13th June, 1871, 
and the thirtieth June 1872 ; and for other 
purposes relating to the public service.— 
Carried. 

At 5:40 the House adjourned till 1 
o clock to-morrow, 


—_—_——— 


Fripay, 14th April, 1871 


The house met at one p. m. 
After routine, 


TELEGRAM FROM SIR J. A. MACDONALD. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER read the 
following telegram received from Sir John 
A. Macdonald respecting astatement made 
in Nova Scotia papers :— 

“T see that Mr. Wilkins says he was 
denied a judgeship on account of his oppo- 
sition, also that he was offered by Hon. 
Mr. Archibald a seat as Commissioner for 
assimilating the law. Take occasion to 
say in the House that he was never 
thought of asa Judge, and that it was the 
intention of the Government to put all the 
Attorneys General of the Provinces on the 
Commission for the assimilation of the 
laws’’ (hear, hear.) 


REBELLION LOSSES IN MANITOBA. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS wished to make an 
explanation respecting his remarks on the 
vote of $40,000 for losses by the rebellion 
in Manitoba. In answer to the hon, mem- 
ber for Hastings he (Sir F. Hincks) had said 
that no Government could divert this 
money or any portion of it to liquidating 
claims of the Hudson’s Bay Company. It 
~ seemed that a very different construction 
had been put on the remarks. He had 
merely said that the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany’s claims were of a very different 
character from those which this money was 
voted to meet; that this formed no pre- 
cedent whatever for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s claims, and he wished to avoid 
any discussion as the Government were 
not prepared to entertain any such.claims, 
but he didnot entertain the opinion that 
this Government or any other Government 
could not pay the claims. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALLasked whether 
any of the claims of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, which he understood were very 
large, were to be paid by this Parliament. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Most cer- 
tainly not. It is not the intention of the 
Government to pay any such claims (hear, 
hear). 
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In reply to Dr. Schultz, 


Hon. Sir GEO. E CARTIER said the Bald- 
win Act would be the best rule to guide 
the House in the case of the Controverted 
Elections in Manitoba. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved concurrence 
in the amendments made in the Senate to 
the Bill respecting the metric or decimal 
system of weights and measures. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON objected; he could 
not understand the motive of the amend- 
ments, and thought the Bill ought to 
remain over. The Minister of Inland 
Revenue might be anxious to carry the Bill 
to contribute to his share of legislation, but 
it ought to stand over. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the amendment 
was simple and intelligible. The metric 
system, he believed, would yet be the 
International system of weights and mea- 
sures. The Bill rendered it permissive, 
and - defined its relation to 
our actual weights, and the amendment 
deferred its relation to the English sys- 
tem of Imperial measures, He thought 
the member for Chateauguay had not any 
Legislative record to boast of. 


Hon. Mr, HOLTON would not seek for it 
beyond the present session. He had re- 
versed the national policy as tothe duties 
on coal and flour. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS knew that in the last 
hours of the session, the member for Chat- 
eauguay indulged in what he would call 
an elephantine playfulness. lt was so 
unlike himself but he had to share the 
paternity of the change of duties with the 
member for Levis (Dr. Blanchet) and the 
House, and though he had been a Finance 
Minister he (Mr. Holton) could not point to 
a Budget, or a single measure of importance 
to the country originating with himself, 
though he admitted the service he render- 
ed in maintaining a rigid adherence to the 
rules of Parliament. 


SUPPLY BILL. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of the Supply Bill. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was not his 
intention to offer any extended remarks 
on this motion, as the session had been a 
short one and the events connected with 
it were fresh in the minds ofall. The re- 
cord of this session was made 
up on the journals of the House, 
and he, for one, was willing that 
that record should go to the country with- 
out note or comment from him at all 
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events. The session had undoubtedly been 
an eventful one. It was one that would 
be memorable in the annals of the 
country (hear, hear). There could be no 
doubt whatever about that, but it would 
be chiefly memorable for this very Bill of 
Supply now before the House. That Bill 
of Supply could be fitly characterized by 
one adjective in our language. It was a 
reckless Bill of Supply. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was quite 
satisfied to let the Bill go to the country. 
The hon. member for Chateauguay had 
characterized this Bill as a reckless one. 
He (Sir Francis Hincks) should like to 
hear the hon. member criticize that reck- 
lessness. It was true that the estimates 
were large but, as he had explained on a 
former occasion it was in consequence of 
extraordinary expenditure for Public 
Works, which would have keen under- 
taken by his predecessor, but for the bad 
condition of the finances. To say that 
there was anything in this Bill which 
would involve the Dominion in debt 
was to say that which could not be sub- 
stant'ated by any of the items in the Bill. 
The item of $410,000 for taking the census, 
forinstance, was a very large one, and 
formed a considerable portion of the extra- 
ordinary expenses ofthis year. He could 
go over the public buildings about to be 
constructed, all extraordinary expendi- 
tures, none of them which the Govern- 
ment would be justified in coming down 
to the House, and asking an appropria- 
tion for, but for the fact that they had an 
overflowing treasury in consequence of 
the prosperity of the country. He 
agreed with the hon. member for Chateau- 
guay, that the flourishing state of the 
finances was what no Finance Minister could 
take credit for, but it had happened to be 
his [Sir F. Hincks’] good fortune to have a 
similar state of prosperity, whenever he 
occupied the position. He was quite satis- 
fied that there was no difficulty whatever, 
with regard to meeting the charges which 
were placed on the country by this Bill. 


* Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said he had no 
intention to refer to financial matters, but 
would leave that to the hon, member for 
Chateauguay, and other abler hands than 
his own, Hecould not, however, let the 
remarks which had just fallen pass without 
comment. The Hon. Finance Minister 
had denied that the Supply Bill was open 
to the charge of being a reckless one. 
There were two or three features in it 
which would be regarded by the sober- 
thinking tax-payers of this country as fair- 
ly open to the charge made by the hon. 
member for Chateauguay. The Hon. 
Minister of Customs made a point in favor 
of the construction of the Pacific railway 
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by saying there was a constant increase in 
the revenue, end that the burdens this 
country was about to assume, would not be 
felt in consequence. But these extraordi- 
nary expenditures referred to by the Fin- 
ance Minister were ever recurring. It had 
always been the case that the extraordina- 
ry expenditures eat up the surplus reve- 
nue, and in this growing Dominion with its 


ever increasing wants, it would 
always be the same. Looking at 
these facts, therefore, the hon. 


Finance Minister should regard these as. 
normal instead of extraordinary expendi- 
tures. He thought the Government were 
fairly open to the charge of extravagance 
and restlessness in so far as they had re- 
fused to accept the suggestion approved of 
by nearly half of the members of this 
House irrespective of party, regarding the 
expenditure of $6,000,000 in connection 
with the Intercolonial Railway. He was 
satisfied that the Government had made 
a serious mistake in rejecting the sugges- 
tion to construct the Intercolonial on the 
narrow gauge system and to use ordinary 
instead of steel rails, and that they had 
mismanaged matters in dealing with the 
Intercolonial Railway. According to his 
calculation there would be between two and 
a half and three millions of dollars utterly 
wasted in that work, under the manage- 
ment of the Government (hear hear), 


Mr. DONALD SMITH rose to make ex- 
planations respecting statements made 
in the speech of the hon. member for 
Lisgar (Schultz] yesterday. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL objected to 
this irregular proceeding and said that the 
people of the country would come to re- 
gard the hon, member for Selkirk as a 
representative of the Hudson’s Bay Co. 
sent to this House to rehabilitate them 
before the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON also condemned the 
course of the hon. member for Selkirk as. 
irregular. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that 
it be resolved that Mr. Speaker be au- 
thorized to direct the accountants of this 
House to pay respectively to the three 
members lately elected from Manitoba 
and attending the deliberations of this 
House, the fuil sessional allowance, de- 
ductions, however, being made at the 
usual rate for the number of days of their 
non-attendance at this session.’”’ He ex- 
plained that the hon. members from Mani- 
toba had not been able to attend the thirty 
days necessary for them to obtain their 
sessional allowance, in consequence of the 
delay in the election and the distance they 
were Obliged to travel to reach Ottawa. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
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Some formal business having been trans- 
acted, at 3:10, 

The Usher of the Black Rod appeared 
and summoned the Commons to the 
Senate Chamber. 


The 


THE SENATE. 


Fripay, 14th April, 1871. 
The Speaker took the chair at 11 o’clock. 


THE HIGH COMMISSION. 


Hon Mr, RY AN asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government,—in the 
event of the Joint High Commission, now 
assembled at Washington, coming to any 
agreement or making any recommendation 
with reference to the question of the Fish- 
eries, or of the disputed occupation of the 
Island of St. Juan,—to take such steps as 
may be requisite in order to afford the 
Parliament of the Dominion full informa- 
tion and an opportunity of expressing its 
opinion on these subjects, previous to con- 
currence or adoption by Government of 
any such agreement or recommendation of 
the aforesaid High Commission. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
Dominion Parliament would have full in- 
formation on the subject. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


_ On the Bill respecting Metric Weights 
and Measures, Hon. Mr. RYAN expressed 
his regret that so important a measure 
should be brought up at that stage of the 
session. He proposed some amendments 
which were adopted. The Bill was passed 
as amended. 

A number of Bills came down from the 
Commons and were passed in due form. 


PROROGATION. 


At three o’clock His Excellency the 
Governor General came down to the Se- 
and having assented to a number of Bills, 
prorogued Parliament with the following 


Speech : 
SPEECH. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate : 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 


In releasing you from further attend. 
ance in Parliament, I beg leave to express 
my warm acknowledgments for the dili- 
gence with! which you have applied your- 
selves to the discharge of your public 
duties. 

The Session has been brief, but work of 
importance has been accomplished, and I | 
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may congratulate you on the prospect 
which is foreshadowed that in the future 
the Session of the Parliament of the Do- 
minion will not make the inconvenient de- 
mands on the time of the members which 
it has done in the past. 

lhe arrival in Ottawa, of the Represen- 
tatives elected to serve for the Province of 
Manitoba, and their taking their ceats in 
Parliament, mark signally the completion 
of the Union of that Province with the 
Dominion. 

The Criminal, Militia and other Statute 
Laws, not in their nature inapplicable to 
Manitoba, have been extended to that 
Province. 

The regulations for the Survey, and 
granting of lands in Manitoba were model- 
ed on a system tested by experience, 
and will, by their likerality, offer a free 
home to all, without restriction, who desire 
to settle in the country and avail them- 
selves of the advantages held out to them. 

It shall be one of my earliest cares dur- 
ing the recess to take steps to negotiate on 
equitable principles with the Indian tribes 
in Manitoba and the North West Territcry, 
in order to quiet their Titles to lands. 

The Session which we are now closing 
has witnessed the consummation of the 
Union of Manitoba, and the adoption of 
the necessary initial measures to facilitate 
and ensure the admission of British Colum- 
bia into the Dominion, 

The Addresses passed by the Senate and 
House of Commons I will transmit to the 
Colonial Secretary for submission to Her 
Most-Gracious Majesty, and I trust Parlia- 
ment will atits next Session have the satis- 
faction of viewing as an accomplished fact 
the union of all Her Majesty’s Continental 
Possessions in North America, an object 
the attainment, of which even the most san- 
guine advocates of Confederation did not 
anticipate for many years to come. 

I cherish the expectation that the result 
of the Census will demonstrate that the 
several Provinces of the Dominion have 
made a rapid advance in population and 
in all the elements of material prosperity 
during the last decade. 

The Fisheries question is still under the 
consideration of the Joint High Commission 
at Washington, and I am confident that 
every effort is being made to secure such 
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a result as will meet the reasonable ex- 


pectations of the Canadian people, and 
tend to the preservation of lasting amity 
and good feeling between Great Britain 
and the United States. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 


I tender you my thanks for the readiness 
with which you have granted the supplies 
for the present year. 
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Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen : 


We have abundant cause for rejoicing at 
the present moment in the favorable state 
of the revenue and the thriving condition of 
many branches of National Industry. 
I gratefully acknowledge the loyalty of the 
people, and spirit of order and respect for 
the law which prevails in every part of the 
country, and I pray with ali humility that 
these blessings may be of long continuance, 
and that He, from whom ali good proceeds, 
may vouchsafe to look with favour on this 
Dominion. 


ASSENT TO BILLS. 


The following Bills received the Royal 
assent :— 

An Act for the prevention of corrupt 
practices in relation to the collection of 
the Revenue. 

An Act to establish one uniform Cur- 
rency for the Dominion of Canada. 

An Act to prolong for acertain time, the 
term allowed for the redemption of rents 
reserved on certain Indian lands in the 
Township of Dundee. 

An Act to extend the provisions of the 
Act authorizing the imposition and collec- 
tion of Harbour Dues by the Corporation 
of the Town of Owen Sound. 

An Act to indemnify the members of 
the Executive G vernment, and others, 
for the unavoidable expenditure of Public 
Money, in excess of the Parliamentary 
grant, incurred in repelling the threaten. 
ed invasion by the Fenians in 1870. 

An Act toamend and explain the Act to 
amend the Charter of the Ontario Bank. 

An Act to incorporate the Ontario and 
Quebec Railway Company. 

An Act to incorporate the Mutual Life 
Association of Canada. 

An Act to make further provision for the 
government of the North West Territories. 


An Act for more effectually preventing 
the desertion of seamen in the Port of 
Quebec. 


An Act toamend the Act thirty-third 
Victoria, chapter forty, respecting the set- 
tlement of the affairs of the Bank of Upper 
Canada. 


An Act respecting the loan authorized 
by the Act 32 & 33 Victoria, chapter 1, for 
the purpose of paying a certain sum to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. 


An act further to amend the Acts re- 
specting the improvement and manage- 
ment of the Harbour of Quebec. 


An Act further to amend the Act re- 
specting fishing by foregin vessels. 
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An Act toamend the Acts relating to 
Duties of Customs. 

An Act to incorporate the Silt St. Mary 
Railway and Bridge Company. 

An Act respecting certain officers of the 
Trinity House of Quebec. 

An Act to incorporate the Isolated Risk 
Fire Insurance Company of Canada. 

An Act to incorporate the Montreal and 
City of Ottawa Junction Railway Company. 

An Act to amend the Insolvent Act of 
1869. 

An Act to incorporate ‘‘ The Confedera- 
tion Life Association.”’ 

An Actto amend the Census Act. 

An Act to incorporate the Kingston and 
Pembroke Railway Company. 

An Act to extend to the Province of 
New Brunswick, the operation of the Act 
of the Legislature of the late Province of 
Canada, concerning the Synod of the 
Church of England, in Canada. 

An Act concerning the Vaudreuil Rail- 
way Company. 

An Act to incorporate the Western 
Bank. 

An Act to incorporate the Metropoliten 
Bank. 

An Act to comprise in one Act the Finan- 
cial aftairs of the Great Western Railway 
Company. 

An Act to incorporate the Bedford Dis- 
trict Bank. 

An Act to amend the Act incorporating 
the Sun Insurance Company of Montreal. 

An Act to incorporate the Bank of Liv- 
erpool. 

An Act to authorize the incorporated 
Village of Trenton to impose and collect 
Harbor Dues, and for other purposes. 

An Act relating to the Commercial Bank 
of New Brunswick. 

An Act to incorporate the Dominion 
Telegraph Company. 

An Act to authorize the Northern Rail- 
way Company of Canada to make agree- 
ments for the leasing, using and working 
of the Lines of Railway of other Compa- 
nies. 

An Act to provide for the appointment 
of a Port Warden for the Harbor of Que- 
bec. 

An Act to make provision for validating 
certain Premium Notes taken or held by 
Mutual Fire Insurance Companies. 


An Act to amend the Act respecting 
Insurance Companies. 


An Act to authorize the sale of the Oak- 
ville Harbor. 


Bills. 
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Question by Mr. GODIN, 143 : 
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Further consideration of motion by Mr. 
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Papers referred to Printing Committee, 217. 
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tion deferred, 254. 

Motion deferred, 274 : 

Motion for House in Committee on, 282. : 

Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST’S motion dis- 
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BANKING, COMMERCE, AND RAILWAYS 
COMMITTEE 
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Report of Postmaster General, 85 
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Columbia to the Union, 178 

Bill to provige for government of North West 
Territory, + 

Hill to extend Criminal Law to Manitoba, 274 

Bill for Govt. of North West Territory, 24 

and reading of Bill concerning Criminal Laws 
for Manitoba, 371 

North Shore Railway Bill introduced, 416 

Bill toamend Census Act, 482. 
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Reply to Enquiry, 740 
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CANAL ENLARGEMENT 
Correspondence concerning, 227 


CANAL CONSTRUCTION 
Debate upon, 688 
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Question by Hon. Mr. BOURINOT, in Se- 
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CARTWRIGHT, Mr. | 
Bill for protection of Navigable Waters, 54, 191 
Withdrawal of troops; enquiry, 247,359 
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Pacific Railway ; question concerning, 1082 
Withdrawa! of Troops; motion concerning, 1087 
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British Columbia; Notice of House in Com- 
mittee, 456 : 
Election’ Law ; House in Committee, 457 
Defence Returns, 536 
British Columbia, notice of Bill, 583 ‘ 
Do Reports of Debate, 599 uy 
Debate on North amend- 
ment, 647 
de- 
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bate, 660 

Red River Expedition ; Return of vessels char- 
tered, 710 

‘riminal Laws Manitoba; 2nd reading of Bill, 741 

Indian Lands; 2nd and 8rd reading of Bill, 741 

British Columbia; report of Committee, 744 
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West Territory ; 


Do Address to Her Majesty, 755 

Do 2nd reading of Address, 755 
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ed, 765 
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CENSUS ACT 
Bill to amend, 68 
Report, 213 
Bill toamend; House in Committee, 257 
Do 3rd reading, 302 


Message to Senate from Commons, concerning 


passage of, 357 
Bill toamend, 2nd reading in Senate, 452 
House in Committee on Bill to amend Act, 482 
Bill to amend read a third time and passed, 499 


CENSUS 


Concerning means taken tosecure accuracy, 1020 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, ST. JOHN, N.B. 
Petition from concerning Usury Laws, 682 


CHRISTIE, Hon. Mr._SENATE 


Motion for address to ascertain number of per- 
sons on whom corporal punishment had been 


- inflicted, 990, 


CIVIL SERVICE 
Enquiry concerning, 643 


CLERGY RESERVES 


Motion for address for statement of lands set 
apart as Clergy Reserves out of 27,857 acres 
surrendered by Mohawk Indians, in Township 


of Tyendinaga, 1005 
CLAIM AGAINST GOVERNMENT 


George Sterling’s, motion by Mr. CURRIER, 826 


COAL, COKE, AND FLOUR 
New Brunswick Imports, 503 


COLBY, Mr. 
Insolvency Laws}; Bill to repeal, 519 
Customs Act; amendment to. 595 


Insolvency Laws; motion for 3nd reading of Bill 


to repeal, 829 
COLLECTION OF REVENUE 


3rd reading of Bill for prevention of corrupt 


practices, 482 
2nd reading of Bill in Senate, 536 
2nd reading of amendment by Senate, 740 


COMMITTEES 

Standing and Special Report concerning, 71] 

On Standing Orders, 1st report, 76 
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COPYRIGHTS 
Return concerning, 327 
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Motion for Select Committee on Sterling’s 
claims, &¢c,, 1003 


CUSTOMS 
Notice to move House into Committee, 455 


CUSTOMS DUTIES 
Reply to Mr. Holton’s Enquiry, 710 
Bill to amend motion for 8rd reading and amend- 
ments, 881 to 883 
Do 978 
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CUSTOMS AND INLAND REVENUE 
Motion for House in Committee on, 942 
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HAMILTON AND PORT DOVER PLANK AND 
STONE ROAD COMPANY 
Enquiry, 340 


HARBOUR MASTER, HALIFAX 
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Trenton, in Senate, 705, 772 


HARRISON, Mr. ; : 
Isolated Risk Fire Insurance Co.; Bill to incor- 


porate, 455 ‘ 
Toronto and Nipissing Railway ; Bill to estab- 
lish powers of, 455 
Dangerous Weapons ; : 
Facific Railway; Petition from 
Waddington, 585 


HAZEN, Hon. Mr.—-SEN ATE 
British Columbia; Enquiry, 497 
Currency; notice of Enquiry, 517, 557 
British Columbia ; Enquiry deferred, 535 
Uncurrent Nova Scotia Notes, 658 
British Columbia ; Enquiries concerning, 658 


HEMLOCK BARK 
Export duty recommended, 466 


HIGH COMMISSION 
Enquiry concerning in Senate, 1093 


HINCKS, Hon. Sir Francis 

Public Accounts submitted, i2 

Defence; statement of expenditure submitted, 48 

Royal Canadian Bank Charter, 54 

Public Accounts referred to Committee, 71 

Exportation of American Silver and new Silver 
coins, 69 

Unforeseen expenses; return of, 69 

Public Accounts; Ist Report of Committee on, 76 

Banking and Commerce ; do 

Fenian Invasion; Indemnity to Government, 183 

Supply to Her_ Majesty; motion of concurrence 
in report of Committee, 184 

Banks and Banking; Bill relating to, 255 

Fenian Raid; Message from His Excellency, 
motion concerning, 256 

Finance Department Employees ; Explanation, 


Bill to extend law, 511 
Mr. Alfred 


SESSION 


HINCKS, Hon, Sir Francis—cont. 
Inspection Laws ; Consolidation of, 302 
Supply; House moved into Committee, 317 
Savings Banks ; House Committee, 317 
Supply; Motion to receive Report of Com- 
mittee, 342 
Sterling Exchange; Returns of amount pur- 
chased in 1870, 416 
Banking Resolutions ; House in Committee, 455 
Inspection Laws ; House in Committee, 457, 741 
Savings Banks ; House in Committee on, 463 
Reception of Report on, 483 
Ways and Means: Reception of Report of Com- 
mittee, 483 
Inspection Laws; Report of Committee, 517 
Oakville Harbour; Housein Committee, 520, 582 
eee Companies; House in Committee, 
Supply ; Report of Committee, 520, 568, 581, 582 
Insurance Companies; Return submitted, 520 
Currency Assimilation; House in Commit- 
tee, 521 
Metropolitan Bank ; Bill to incorporate, 567 
Executive Government; Bill to indemnify 
members of, 567 
Port Warden, Quebec; 
tee, 584, 742 i 
Imperial Guarantee Loan ; 
mittee, 584 
Dominion Notes ; 2nd reading Bill, 741 
Bank of Upper Canada; House in Committee, 742 
North West Loan; House in Committee, 742 
Insurance Companies ; do 744 
Public Accounts ; Report of Committee, 744 
Insurance Companies; 2nd reading Bill, 756 
Customs Duties; Bill to amend; motion for 3rd 
reading, 881 to 883 
pa ae and Commerce; Report of Commit- 
ee, 
Customs and Inland Revenue; 
House in Committee, 942 
Railway Gauge ; consideration of resolution, 95; 
Intercolonial Railway, 942 
Banks and Banking ; motion for House in Com- 
mittee, 950 
Loan to pay a certain sum to Hudson’s Bay 
Company, 951 
Bank of Upper Canada; respecting settlement, 
of affairs—amendment Act, 951 
Supply; explanations, 952 
Banks and Banking; second reading of amend- 
ments to, 1030 
Estimates ; explanations concerning, 1032 
Supply ; motion for report of Committee, 1053 
Rebellion Losses in Manitoba: Explanation, 1089 
Supply Bill; 8rd reading, 1090 
HOCHELAGA ELECTION COMMITTEE 
Final Report of, 54 
HOLTON, Hon. Mr. 
Enquiry concerning proposed Railway Bridge 
over Lachine Canal, 41 
Montreal Warehousing Company ; motion con- 
cerning, 44 
Railway Bridge, Lachine Canal; motion for 
report of Chief Engineer of Public Works De- 
partment, 174 
Duties on Coal, Coke, Flour, and Wheat; mo- 
tion for repeal of, 247 
Amendment in Provineial 
bate, 448 
Customs Act amendment, 585 
North West Territory Debate ; amendments 
649, 650 4 
pale Warehousing Company; motion, 765 
uestion concerning openirg of St. Lawrence 
Canals, 989 gs Op g St. Lawrence 
Evening Session ; suggestion, 1005 
Controverted Elections in Manitoba; 
tion, 1087 é 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Return from Senate Chamber, 5 
HOUSE EMPLOYEES 
Motion concerning, 1005 
HOWE, Hon. Mr. 
Manitoba Returns, 417 
North West; no intimation of insurrection 


Personal attack; allusi é é 
fon, WBS ; allusion to, aie explana- 


House in Commit- 


House in Com- 


motion for 


Arbitration de- 


ques- 


Vere Bi 


ILLEGAL MARRIAGES 
Bill to legalize, 641 


ILLEGAL SEIZURES 
Motion for correspondence, 644 


IMPERIAL GUARANTEE LOAN 
House in Committee, 584 


IMPERIAL TROOPS 
Address concerning withdrawal of, 819 


INDEPENDENCE OF SENATE 
Bill, 2nd reading of, 653 


INDEPEN DENCE OF PARLIAMENT 
Resolution, Mr. BLAKE, 151 
Actto amend_Act, 1022 


INDIAN LANDS 
2nd and 8rd reading of Bill, 741 
Remarks concerning, 827 
Motion for address for correspondence in refer- 
ence to Public Lands in Ontario, about which 
there was no treaty of reservation to Indians, 


prior to 1st July, 1867, 1005 


INDIANS OF THE DOMINION 
Returns submitted, 341 


INLAND REVENUE 

Question, Mr, STHPHENSON, 74 

Official Returns and Statistics, 185 

House in Committee, 566 

Report of Committee, 567 

Manitoba ; 2nd reading of Bill, 741 

Reduction of Excise duty on Spirits manufac- 
tured from molasses in bond, 977 


INMAN STEAMSHIP LINE 
Motion concerning contract with Post Office De- 
partment, 211 
Enquiry in Senaie, 356 


INSOLVENT ACT OF 1859 
Bill to amend, Mr. SAVARY, 218 
5 Do Mr. GODIN, 359 
Do 2nd reading, 512 

Do Mr. MAGILL, 599 

Do House in Committee, 710 


INSOLVENCY LAWS 

Motion for 2nd reading of Bill for Act torepeal, 829 
INSPECTION LAWS 

Consolidation of, 302 

House in Committee, 457 

House in Committee to consider resolution for 

consolidation of, 496 

Report of Committee, 517 

Bill to repeal, 519 

2nd reading of Bill, 741 


INSPECTION OF FISH 
Address for correspondence concerning, 1002 


INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Return of Companies which had made deposits, 
218 
Returns submitted, 342 
House in Committee, 520, 582, 744, 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 
Bill to incorporate, 528 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY 

Motion, Mr. MACKENZIE, 43 

Question, Mr. MILLS, 61 

Motion, Mr. STIRTON, 64 

Notice of motion in Senate, Hon. Mr. WARK, 75 

Motion concerning contracts, Mr. F. JONES, 80 

Question, Mr. FOURNIER, 143 

Motion in Senate, Mr. BOTSFORD, 248 

Motion in Senate for Select Committee, Hon, 
Mr. WARK, 266 : 

Hon, Mr. Tessier, Senate, added to Commit- 
tee, 327 

Returns; Mnquiry concerning, 341 

Motion for returns, 503. 

Reportof Select Committee, 991 

Consideration of report of Select Committee, 1008 


INTEREST 
Notice of Enquiry, 534 
Enquiry, 703 


INDEX. 


INTERN ATIONAL COMMISSION, 76 
Motion, Hon, Sir A, T. GALT, 99 


IRON COMPANY 
Forsyth’s Iron Company’s Petition referred back 
to Committee, 657 


IRVINE, Hon, Mr. 
Final report of Hochelaga Election Commit- 
tee, 24 


ISOLATED RISK FIRE INSURANCE Co, 
Bill read a third time and passed, 711 
Motion to report Bill back to Committee, 958 


JONES, Mr, F, ; 
Grand Trunk Railway ; question concerning, 77 


JONES, Mr. (Halifax) 
_ Intercolonial Railway ; motion for returns, 503 
eos ta Ghaea to Currency Assimilation Scheme, 


Railway Supplies, Nova Scotia, Enquiry, 643 

Acadia Fire Insurance Co, ; Correspondence, 645 

British Columbia; amendment to debate 
upon, 711 


KEELER, Mr. 
Dominion Day—Enquiry, General Holiday, 502 
Lake Ontario; Light Houses on; question, 959 


KINGSTON BOARD OF TRADE 
Bill to incorporate, 518 


KINGSTON & PEMBROKE RAILWAY Co. 
Bill toincorporate, 455, 711 


KIRKPATRICK, Mr. 
Railway Act of 1868; Bill to amend, 359 
Kingston & Pembroke Railway Co.; Bill to in- 
corporate, 455 
eee Board of Trade; Bill to incorporate, 
Forsyth Mining Co. ; Bill to incorporate, 455 
Promissory Notes, Stamp Act: Enquiry, 600 


LACHINE CANAL BRIDGE 
Proposed Railway Bridge ; Enquiry, 41 
Correspondence, 417 


LACHINE REGATTA 
Motion in Senate for address concerning, 356 


LACHINE CANAL CULVERTS 
Motion in Senate for reports, 710 


LAKE ONTARIO, 
Light Houses on, 959 


LANDS IN MANITOBA 
Withdrawal of motion concerning, 1085 


LANGEVIN, Hon. Mr, 
Montreal Warehouse Co,; papers submitted, 235 
Public Works ; Report of Minister, 301 
Statutes ; Return concerning distribution of, 328 
Lachine Canal Bridge correspondence, 417 
St. Peter’s Canal ; Repairs upon, 447 
Bay Verte Canal; Reply to Enquiry, 536 
Lachine Canal Bridge; Returns, 566 
Canal Commission Report presented, 642 
Quebec Harbour Bill, 660 ‘ 
Canal Commission ; reply to enquiry, 740 


LANGLOIS, Mr. Listas i 
Amendment to Bill for Extradition of Crimi- 
nals, 355 


LAPUM, Mr. ; 
Municipal Loan Fund; enquiry, 710 


LAWS RELATIVE TO PROPERTY 
Uniformity of in all the Provinces, 217 


LAWS, ASSIMILATION OF — 
Preliminary Report, 141 


LEGISLATIVE UNION 
Enquiry concerning, 277 


LETELLIER DEST. JUST, Hon. Mr—SENATE 
Fisheries ; motion for correspondence, 130 
Provincial Arbitration ; motion deferred, 234 
Post Office Riviere Ouelle ; notice of Motion, 235 
Provincial Arbitration ; motion discharged, 356 


LIBRARY 

Motion for Committee to inquire into duties, 
classification, and remuneration of Librarian 
and others, 178, 179 

Report of Committee in Senate, 734 

Bill for regulation of, 958 

Salaries of officers, &c., 977 

Act in relation to; second reading of, 1031 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR®W’ SALARIES 
Enquiry in Senate, Hon. Mr. Miller, 497 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR ARCHIBALD 
Enquiry, 504 


LIQUOR INSPECTION FUND 
Motion by Mr. BOURASSA, 220 


LISGAR 
Dr. Schultz, member for, introduced, 950 


McCALLUM, Mr. | 
North West Expedition; statement of vessels 
to carry men and materials, 282 


MACDONALD, Hon. Sir John A 
Congratulatory address to Lord Lisgar, 26 
Fisheries correspondence ; submitted to House,56 
Elections Bill ; introduction of notified, 71 
Congratulatory address to His Excellency, 72 
Report of Postmaster General presented, 99 


MACDONALD, Mr. (Lunenburg) 
Assimilation of Currency ; amendment, 523 


MACDONALD, Mr, (Glengarry) 
St. Peter’s Canal ; Statement of tolls, 336 
Railway; Coteau Landing to Ottawa; Bill to 
incorporate, 359 
Montreal & Ottawa Junction Railway Co., 627 
S.J. Dawson ; motion for reports of 710 
Delay in Printing Bills, 815 


McDOUGALL, Hon. Mr. 

Emigration Agent; instructions to Mr, J, G. 
Moylan, 278 

Question of privilege, 296 

Strangers in the Gallery, 655 

Mutual Life Association of Canada; Bill to in- 
corporate, 950 

Bel Territory; Resolutions concern- 
ing, 959. 

ace for address for amendment of surveys, 
100 


Lands in Manitoba ; withdrawal of motion, 1085 


MACFARLANE, Hon. Mr._SENATE 
Sworn in, 5 
Address in answer to speech, 26 


MACFARLANE, Mr. 
First Report of Committee on Stan ling Orders, 76 
Railway Act of 1868; motion to ata: ni, 76, 506 
Postmaster’s salaries; Enquiry concerning de- 
ficiency in emoluments, 276, 
Fourth Report of Committee on Standing 
Orders, 301. 


McGILLL, Mr. 

Duty on Coal; question concernin zy 55 

Canal Commission; question by, 56 

Red River Expedition ; address relative to ap- 
pointment of Chaplains, 164 

sh ge tai a correspondence concern - 
ing, 22 

Insolvent Act of 1869; Bill to amend, 599 


MACKENZIE, Mr. . 

Fisheries ; ifintention of Government to bring 
down. correspondence, 6 
Manitoba Representatives ; 

sired, 11 
Grand Trunk Railway ; statement of earnings, 42 
Manitoba; address for Governor Archibald’s 
instructions, 42 
Untforeseen expenses; detailed statement of, 43 
British Columbia; motion, 43 
Intercolonial Railway ; motion, 43 
North West correspondence ; motion, 43 


information de- 
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YKENZIE, Mr.—cont. 
Ae Clalit Flats Canal; motion for correspond- 


62 
Departmental Reports; when to be submit- 
d 65 : 24 
Pent Raid; Canada claims against United 

States, 160 


Superannuation Act; question concerning, 685 
British Columbia; amendments, 733, 756 
Government Officials; interference at elec- 
tions, 885 : ; 
McGreevy’s claim ; motion concerning, 1005 


MACPHERSON, Hon. Mr._SENATE 
Forsyth Iron Company’s Petition, 657 
Ontario Bank; Bill to amend charter, 709 
Owen Sound; Harbour dues, 754 


MAILS oe 
~ Arrival and Departure of 335 f a 
Fortnightly between Halifax and Liverpool, 417 


MANITOBA 


Address for instructions to Lt.-Governor Archi- 
bald, 42 

Bill to extend Criminal Law to, 274. 

Immigrants Route to, 329 

Returns, 417 


Bill from Senate to éxtend certain laws relating 
to timber, 492 

Enquiry, 518 , 

Election Returns; question concerning, 659 

Member for Selkirk introduced and seated, 686 

Motion for address to His Excellency, 735 

Collection of Revenue, 818 

Bill to extend certain Acts to, 942 

Military Expeditlon to, 1002 

Duties of Excise, 1021 


MARINE AND FISHERIES 


Papers connected with Act of last Session, 212 | 
Report of Minister of, 482 


MARINE HOSPITAL, RICHIBUCTOU 
Enquiry, 417 


MARINE POLICE 
' Statement of Expenditure in 1870, 566 


METROPOLITAN BANK 
Bill to incorporate, 567, 765 


MARRIAGES 
Mr. Bowell’s Bill discharged, 852 


MASSON, Mr. (Soulanges) 
Defence ; Correspondence asked for, 62 


Red River Expedition; orders in Council con- 
cerning, 277 

Fisheries ; Correspondence between Depart- 
ment and Admiral Wellesley, 281 

Intercolonial Railways ; Enquiry, 643 

Conduct of soldiers in North West, 821 

Beauharnais Canal; Expenditure upon, 821 

Manitoba; Military expedition to, 1002 


MASSON, Mr. (Terrebonne) 
Arms given over to Imperial Government, 359 


MEETING OF PARLIAMENT 
Senate Chamber, 1 


MEMBERS REMOVED 


From sf pre of Commons since previous Ses- 
. gion, 


MEMBERS OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS 
AND ASSEMBLIES 


-» Bill torender ineligible for seats in House of 
Commons, 54 
MEMBER FOR PROVENCHER 
ad been a member of: Riel’s Government 
alleged, 992 
MERRITT, Mr. 
Welland Canal; Lake Erie, level of, 239 


MESSAGE 

In reply to address of congratulation, 76 

From Commons, intimating appointment of 
Library Committee, 85 

From His Excellency, thanking Senate for 
Loyal address, 98 

Agreement between Imperial and Dominion 
Governments,relative to admission into Union 
of Manitoba, 213 


From Commons respecting Census and Revenue 
Act, 518 
Do Bills passed, 657 
Do Transmitting Ontario Bank, and On- 
tario and Quebec Railroad Bills, 685 
Do to Senate, 704, 784 


Krom His Excellency, Supplementary Esti- 
mates, 942 


From Senate, 1093 


MILITIA 
Notice of Bill to amend Act, 302 
Enquiry concerning re 
Extension of Act to Manitoba, 977. 


MILLER, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 
St. Peter’s Canal; Explanation, 250 
Equalization of Judge’s salaries, 474 
Lt.-Governors’ salaries, 497 
British Columbia; Enquiry, 557 


MILLS, Mr. 
Intercolonial Railway ; question, 61 
Dual Representation, 198 
Fisheries ; notice for address for papers ema- 
nating from Governor in Council, 246 
Arrival and departure of mails, 335 
Extradition of Criminals; Bill for, 312 
Arbitration, Provincial, amendment, 449 
British Columbia; statement of Imports, 503 
Orders in Council; Departmental regulations, 644 
Do Motion for Printing, 710 
Do Motion concerning, 822 
* Indian Lands; Remarks concerning, 827 
Admission of Provinces into the Union, 1002 
Indian Lands; address for correspondence, 1005 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Certain Bills passed, &c., 1049, 1093 
MITCHELL, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 
Fisheries ; Fishing by foreign vessels, Bill to 
amend, 326 
Lachine Regatta; Returns in connection 
with, 655 
Trinity House, Quebec, 735 


MONEY ORDER POST OFFICE 
At Indiana ; Enquiry, 218 

MONTREAL WAREHOUSING Co, 
Motion concerning, 44 


Papers submitted, 236 
Motion, 765 


MONTREAL WATER POLICE 
Notice of Enquiry, 235 
MONTREAL POST OFFICE 
Enquiry respecting site of new office, 328 
MONTREAL & OTTAWA JUNCTION RAIL- 
WAY Co, ee 
drd reading of Bill, 627, 772 
MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE, 


Petition concerning amendments to Bill re- 
specting Weights and Measures, 683 _ 
Petition from, 978 — “4 


MORRIS, Hon. Mr. 


Bill to prevent corrupt practices in collection of 
revenue, 256 


Weights and Measures ; inspection and metric 
system, 302 $ T Zip ! 

Customs; notice to move House in Commit- 
tee, 455 

Manitoba Inland Reventie 
ing, 482, 744 

Corrupt practices in collection of Revenue, 482 

Weights and Measures; Report of Committee, 
&e., 516, 740 


Inland Revenue; Report of Committee, 567 
Metric system, 741 


; resolution concern- 


* 


port of Department, 1482 


\ 


INDEX. 


MORRIS, Hon. Mr.—cont, : 
Rockwood Asylum ; House in Committee, 744 
Duties of Excise in Manitoba, 1021 
Weights and Measures; motion for concurrence 
inamendments made in Senate, respecting 
decimal system, 1090 


MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND 
Enquiry, 710 


MUTUAL LIFE ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 
Bill to incorporate, 325, 453, 688, 1001 


MUTUAL INSURANCECOMPANIES 
Stamps on Premium Notes Bill, 514 


NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS 
Billto amend Act relating to, 99, 510 


NAVIGABLE WATERS 
Bill for protection of, 54, 191 


NAVIGATION AND SEAMANSHIP 
Schools for teaching, 239 


a eed MEMBERS 
enate—Hon. Messrs, 
and Perry, 5 
Introduced into Commons, 6 
Mr. Fournier introduced, 18 
Hon. Mr. Panet sworn in, 74 
Hon. Mr. Churchill, 85 
Mr. Pearson introduced, 179 
Hon. Messrs. Smith and Read sworn in, 208 
Mr. Delorme introduced in Commons, $42 


NEWSPAPER POSTAGE 
Removal of; question, 77 


NEW BRUNSWICK SYNOD 
3rd reading of Bill, 656 


NORTH WEST 
Motion for correspondence, Mr. Mackenzie, 43 
Motion for return of indemnity claims, 62 
Admission of Rupert’s Land, &c., to Union, 220 
Bill to provide for its Government, 234, 274 
Motion for address for statement of vessels 

chartered to carry men and materials, 282 

Observations on, 298 
Amendments, Bill for Government of, 327 
Enquiry, 504 ~ 
No intimation of insurrection, 520 
Debate resumed, 646, 649 
Loan, 742 
Resolutions concer ing, 961 
House in Committee, 1025 


NORTHERN RAILWAY CO, OF CANADA 
Motion for leave to introduce Bill, Mr. POPE, 328 
Act to authorize agreements for leasing lines of 

railway of other Companies, &c., 992 


NORTH SHORE RAILWAY 
Bill introduced in Senate, 416 


NOTICE OF PROROGATION 
In Commons, 1087 


Macfarlane, Northup 


OAKVILLE HARBOUR, 520 
House in Committee, 582 


ODELL, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
‘Statue of Her Majesty ; Enquiry, 977 
OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT 
Motion concerning, 1023, 1024 


ONTARIO AND QUEBEC RAILWAY BILL 
Petition, 99 
Bill to incorporate, 235, 627, 772 


ONTARIO BANK, 235, 627 
Bill to amend charter, 709 


ORDERS IN COUNCIL 
Read to House, 213 
Motion for printing, 710 


ORDER 
Question of, 286 


OWEN SOUND 
Bill to authorize collection of Harbour Dues, 235 


> 


PACIFIC RAILWAY 

Mr. Waddington’s Petition, 585 

House in Committee on, 881 

That Railway should be worked and constructed 
_ _. by private enterprise, 1027 

Question concerning, 1082 


PANET, Hon. Mr._SENATE 
Sworn in, 74 


PAQUET 
Payment of Volunteers, 329 
North Shore Railway ; Enquiry, 642 


PARLIAMENT 
Motion for Bill to secure independence of, 301 


PATENT ACT 
Question concerning, 77 
Bill to amend, 141, 828 


PELLETIER, Mr. 


Master and Mates of seagoing ships, 502 
PENSION LISTS ii re 
Order of House, 645 


PENITENTIARIES 
Report of the Director, 978 


PERSONAL ATTACK 
Allusion.to, and explanation, 1082 


PERRY, Hon. Mr.—_SENATE 
Sworn in, 5 


PETERBORO & OTTAWA RAILWAY 
Petition concerning, 683 


PICKARD, Mr. 
Return of moneys,received on account of Pri- 
vate Bills, 502 


POLASKI CLARKE 
Bill to naturalize, 519 


POSTMASTERS 
Remuneration of, 226 
Salaries, 276 
Salary of Postmaster, Kingston, N, 
quiry, 417 


POPE, Mr. 

Motion for leave to introduce a Bill foran Aet 
concerning Northern Railway Company of 
Canada, 3 

Seignorial Act; municipalities entitled to in- 
demnity, 959 


PORT WARDEN, QUEBEC 
House in Committee, 584, 742 


B.5 eR- 


POSTAGE 
Agricultural Newspapers, 648 
POST OFFICE a“ 
Riviere Ouelle, 235, 270 
Toronto, 359 


POWER OF PARLIAMENT 
Establishment of Provinces, 1081 


PREMIUM NOTES : 
Bill to remove doubts concerning, 275 


PRESQUE ISLE 
Motion for address for correspondence, 335 


PRINTING 
Joint Committee on, 86 a, 
Report of Committee, 267, 3801, 452, 499, 503, 536, 


8 
Delay in Printing Bills, 815 


PRIVATE BILLS 
Return of moneys received on account of, 528 
Various amendments to, $17, 950, 955 


PRIVATE BILLS 
Time to receive petition, for, extended, 656, 6853, 
708, 734, 735 
PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE 
First Report of, 79 
PRIVILEGE 
Question of, 296,327 
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PROMISSORY NOTES 
Stamp Act; Enquiry, 600 


PROROGATION 

Statements concerning, 817, 979 
PROROGATION 

In Senate Chamber, 1095 


PROV ENCHER ELECTION 
Petition from Wm. Dease, 979 


PROVINCIAL ACCOUNTS 
Question, 148 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
Submitted, 42 
Referred to Committee, 71 
Report of Committee, 744 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
Halifax, 625 


QUEBEC 
Petition from Merchants for repeal of flour, coal 
and grain duties, 482 
Marine and Fire Insurance Co.; Bill to incor- 
porate, 599 
Harbour Bill; improvement and management 
of, 660, 743 


RAILWAY ACT OF 1868 
Bill toamend 76, 235, 359, 506, 1006 


RAILWAY BRIDGE 
Lachine Canal, 174 
Exemption Bill, 708 
Drawbridges ; Exemption Bill, 1030 


RAILWAY 
Coteau Landing to Ottawa; 
porate, 359 


RAILWAY, KINGSTON AND PEMBROKE 
Petition of County of Frontenac, 235 


RAILWAYS, CANALS, AND TELEGRAPHS 
Report of Committee, 885 


RAILWAY GAUGE 
Consideration of resolution, 95; Intercolonial 
Railway, 942 


RAW HIDES 
Petition from Montreal Traders, 497 


READ, Hon, Mr—SENATE 
Sworn in, 208 
Harbour dues, Trenton, 2nd reading of Bill, 70 


REBELLION LOSSES IN MANITOBA 
Explanation, 1089 


BRED RIVER EXPEDITION 
Appointment of Chaplains, 160 
Motion for copies of Orders 

cerning, 277 
Return of vessels chartered, 710 
BEGATTA 


Knquiry relative to prohibition of platforms at 
Lachine, 271 


RENAUD, Mr. 
Change of duties on Flour, &c., 217 
Port Cocagne, an inland Port, 359 
Marine Hospital, Richibuctou, 417 


REPORT OF POSTMASTER GENERAL 
For 1870, 85, 99 


RICHIBUCTOU HARBOUR 
Remarks concerning, 475 
Enquiry, 535 


RIEL 
Whether extradition had been demanded, 1001 


RIMOUSKI 
Harbour of Refuge at, 220 


Bill to incor- 


in Council con- 


RIVIERE OUELLE POST OFFICKH 
Motion for address concerning, 271 


ROSS, Hon. Mr.—_SENATE 
Death of, 8 


ROSS, Mr. (Dundas) 
Imports of Grain and Flour, 335 
Amendment in British Columbia Debate, 780 


ROSS, Mr. (Prince Edward) 
Member for Provencher alleged to have been a: 
member of Riel’s Government, 992 


RYAN, Hon. Mr—SENATE | ; 

Inspection Laws; Petition from Dominion 
Board of Trade, praying for consolidation, 74 

Raw Hides; Petition from Montreal Traders, 497 

Drawbridges over navigable rivers; petition 
concerning, 655 

Bouchette, Joseph ; Memorial concerning, 733 

Petition from Montreal Board of Trade, 978 

The High Commission; Enquiry, 1093 


RYAN, Mr.-—COMMONS 
Lachine Canal Culverts, 710 


ROUTINE BUSINESS 
In Senate, 1082 


SANBORN, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Synod Bill ; Suspension 60th Rule, 566 
Report of Private Bills Committee, 703 
Report of Committee on Private Bills, 734 
Time for receiving Reports and Petitions ex- 
tended, 656, 683, 735, 958 
See Orders Committee ; Reports of, 85, 325, 


Printing Committee ; Reports of, 871, 452 

bbe ast Lower Canada; Petition reported 
on 

Quebec Bank; Petition reported on, 248 


SAULT STE. MARIE RAILWAY AND BRIDGE 


Co. 
Bill to incorporate, 659, 991 


SAVINGS BANKS AND DOMINION NOTES 
House in Committee to consider certain resolu- 
tions, 257, 317, 463 
Reception of Report upon, 483 
Quebec Savings Bank * rate of interest, 502 


SAVARY, Mr. 
Insolvent Act of 1849; Bill to amend, 218 
Criminal Prosecutions ; liability to defray cost 
of correspondence concerning, 959 


SEAFORTH VILLAGE 
Bill to annex withdrawn, 711 


SCHULTZ, Dr. 

Controverted Elections in Manitoba, 1090 
SCOTT MURDER 

Punishment of murderers, 1036 


SECRETARY OF STATE 
Annual Report of 212 


SEIGNIORIAL ACT 

Municipalities entitled to indemnity, 959 
SESSION 

Close of 958 


SEYMOUR, Hon. Mr.—_SENATE 
Letter of Alfred Garneau to be expunged from 
Senate Journals, 990 


SILVER QUESTION 
Statement asked for, 44 
Exportation of American Silver and new Silver 
Coins ; explanation, 69 
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